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SEC. 6. POWERS OF COMMISSION.

(a) HEARINGS.—The Commission may, for
the purpose of carrying out this Act, hold
hearings, sit and act at times and places,
take testimony, and receive evidence as the
Commission considers appropriate.

(b) MAILS.—The Commission may use the
United States mails in the same manner and
under the same conditions as other depart-
ments and agencies of the United States.

(c) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Com-
mission may secure directly from any de-
partment or agency of the United States in-
formation necessary to enable it to carry out
its duties under this Act. Upon request of the
chairperson of the Commission, the head of
that department or agency shall furnish that
information to the Commission.

(d) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, DEVISES.—The Com-
mission may solicit, accept, use, and dispose
of gifts, bequests, or devises of money, serv-
ices, or property, both real and personal, for
the purpose of aiding or facilitating its work.

(e) AVAILABLE SPACE.—Upon the request of
the Commission, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall make available nation-
wide to the Commission, at a normal rental
rate for Federal agencies, such assistance
and facilities as may be necessary for the
Commission to carry out its duties under
this Act.

(f) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Commission
may enter into contracts with and com-
pensate government and private agencies or
persons to enable the Commission to dis-
charge its duties under this Act.

SEC. 7. REPORTS.

(a) ANNUAL REPORTS.—The Commission
shall submit to the President and the Con-
gress annual reports on the revenue and ex-
penditures of the Commission, including a
list of each gift, bequest, or devise to the
Commission with a value of more than $250,
together with the identity of the donor of
each gift, bequest, or devise.

(b) INTERIM REPORTS.—The Commission
may submit to the President and Congress
interim reports as the Commission considers
appropriate.

(c) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than August
31, 2017, the Commission shall submit a final
report to the President and the Congress
containing—

(1) a summary of the activities of the Com-
mission;

(2) a final accounting of funds received and
expended by the Commission; and

(3) the findings, conclusions, and final rec-
ommendations of the Commission.

SEC. 8. TERMINATION.

The Commission may terminate on such
date as the Commission may determine after
it submits its final report pursuant to sec-
tion 7(c), but not later than September 30,
2017.

SEC. 9. ANNUAL AUDIT.

The Inspector General of the Department
of the Interior may perform an audit of the
Commission, shall make the results of any
audit performed available to the public, and
shall transmit such results to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate.

SEC. 10. PROHIBITION ON OBLIGATION OF FED-
ERAL FUNDS.

No Federal funds may be obligated to carry

out this Act.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

————
HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule XVI, I move that
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when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 9:00 a.m. tomorrow.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah.
The motion was agreed to.

———————

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2017

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material for the fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 5538, and
that I may include tabular material on
the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 820 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5538.

Will the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MOONEY) kindly take the
chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
55638) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2017, and for
other purposes, with Mr. MOONEY of
West Virginia (Acting Chair) in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
amendment No. 73 printed in House Re-
port 114-683, offered by the gentleman
from Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE), had
been disposed of.

AMENDMENT NO. 76 OFFERED BY MR. PALMER

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 76 printed
in House Report 114-683.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to carry out the
powers granted under section 3063 of title 18,
United States Code.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 820, the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. PALMER) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama.

July 13, 2016

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Chairman, first, I
want to commend my colleague, the
gentleman from California (Mr. CAL-
VERT), for his and his colleagues on Ap-
propriations’ work on this bill.

Mr. Chairman, the Environmental
Protection Agency spends as much as
$560 million per year to employ nearly
200 armed agents at an average cost of
$216,000 per year per agent. In total,
over the period from fiscal year 2006 to
fiscal year 2015, the EPA spent an esti-
mated $715 million for its criminal en-
forcement program.

These 200 agents are equipped with
guns and ammunition up to 30 milli-
meter in caliber, camouflage and other
deceptive equipment, night vision, un-
manned aircraft, and other military-
style equipment.

A 2015 report noted that the EPA
spent $24,700 on ammunition between 75
millimeter and 125 millimeter and
$23,000 on ammunition over 1256 milli-
meter. If this is true, what possible use
could the EPA have for purchasing
rounds of that size?

The EPA is just one of more than 67
Federal agencies that employ armed
personnel, many of whom most Ameri-
cans would never associate with law
enforcement. These include the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the Federal Reserve
Board, and the National Institutes of
Health, among others.

Federal agencies should be able to
clearly demonstrate their need for
armed personnel and, absent such a
demonstration, should rely on local
law enforcement when there is a need
for armed protection.

My amendment would prohibit fund-
ing for EPA’s armed agents and begin
to address the troubling trend of the
militarization in our Federal agencies.
I urge my colleagues to support it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from California is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I un-
derstand the gentleman’s concerns
about sometimes the perception of
overreach, and sometimes the real per-
ception of overreach, by agencies of the
United States Government.

I have taken a lot of shots at the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, and
probably will continue to do so. How-
ever, this amendment reaches too far.

We may not always agree on where it
is appropriate to draw the line on envi-
ronmental laws and regulations. Some
think some standards are too strin-
gent, and others will say they are not
tough enough. That is a fair policy de-
bate to have, and that is what we are
doing tonight. However, we know, no
matter where the line is ultimately
drawn, there are individuals out there
who are willingly and knowingly try-
ing to find ways around those laws.

As such, EPA needs the ability to
look into criminal activity, whether it
is illegal dumping of waste, negligent
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