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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Living God, we bless Your Holy
Name. We praise You for the abun-
dance of Your love and for Your peace
that transcends understanding. Lord,
even in the midst of the cacophonous,
You permit us to hear Heaven’s har-
monies.

Today, inspire our lawmakers to de-
pend on Your grace. As they rely on
Your promises, empower them to obey
Your precepts, finding in Your wisdom
a lamp for their feet and a light for
their path. Sustain them with Your
sweet presence when they walk on
weary roads, and continue to bless
them with the constancy of Your love.
Send Your Spirit to bring quiet and se-
renity into their souls.

We pray in Your marvelous Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PAUL). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

——
UNITED KINGDOM’S NEXT PRIME
MINISTER

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
today the Queen of England will ask
Theresa May to form a government and
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become the United Kingdom’s next
Prime Minister.

Our allies, the British, have stood
with us through the toughest of times
and remain a valued ally and partner.
This was true under Theresa May’s
predecessor as Conservative Party
leader and Prime Minister—that is
David Cameron, to whom we also send
warm regards today—and it was true
under the preceding Labour govern-
ments of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown
as well. We have every expectation it
will be true under her leadership as
well.

From what I hear, May is tough,
savvy, and she has promised to seek
unity and ‘‘a strong . . . positive vision
for the future’ of her country.

So on behalf of the Senate, allow me
to wish her the best in the days to
come.

———

LEGISLATION BEFORE THE
SENATE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
today the Republican-led Senate will
have two opportunities to make a dif-
ference for the American people by
passing the Comprehensive Addiction
and Recovery Act conference report
and the bipartisan, bicameral aviation
agreement. Both bills are the result of
months of hard work from colleagues
on both sides. With continued coopera-
tion, we can move these measures
across the finish line now.

The CARA conference report is a
comprehensive legislative response to
the prescription opioid and heroin epi-
demic which is devastating our Nation.
By increasing prevention, treatment,
recovery, and law enforcement tools,
CARA can help prevent more people
from struggling with addiction to begin
with and it can help foster long-term
healing for those already struggling
with addiction.

It is no wonder it has earned the
backing of nearly 250 groups, from
local hospitals like the Kent County

Memorial Hospital in Rhode Island to
law enforcement groups like the Fra-
ternal Order of Police and antidrug
groups like Voices of Hope in my own
State of Kentucky.

At a time when drug overdoses claim
129 American lives every single day, it
is painfully clear we need to do more,
and we need to do it now. That is why
this Senate majority has provided
more than double the funding the pre-
vious majority provided for opioid-re-
lated issues. That is why this Senate
majority has made passing this com-
prehensive response a priority.

I particularly want to thank those
who made this moment possible, Sen-
ator PORTMAN, Senator AYOTTE, Sen-
ator GRASSLEY, and Senator ALEX-
ANDER. I also appreciate those on the
Democratic side who worked very hard
on this bill, such as Senator WHITE-
HOUSE and Senator KLOBUCHAR. I know
they are all proud to support it today.

We can also pass the bipartisan, bi-
cameral aviation bill, which is an im-
portant step to ensuring safety and se-
curity for American travelers. Recent
terror attacks, such as those at air-
ports in Brussels and in Istanbul, un-
derline the significance of this bill,
which represents the most significant
airport security reform in a decade.

By shoring up security for inter-
national flights coming into the United
States, by enhancing vetting for avia-
tion employees, and by improving secu-
rity in prescreening zones that are
often vulnerable, the airport security
bill before us will take more steps to
protect airline passengers.

The bill will also take steps to keep
Americans safe from active shooter
threats by authorizing more so-called
VIPR teams. It will also make sure air-
ports are better equipped to respond
and disarm threats that come their
way by bolstering resources and train-
ing for security personnel.

In addition to these smart security
enhancements, the bill also includes a
number of key items to improve safety
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