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these weapons on the streets. There is
only one reason—to kill as many peo-
ple as you can as fast as you can with-
out reloading.

Don’t tell me hunters need this. That
is a bunch of baloney. The people who
want to Kkeep these weapons on the
street are the ones who sell them. Let’s
be clear. The vast majority of people
support this. We can expand back-
ground checks—90 percent of the people
support that, even a majority of NRA
members—so we can keep guns out of
the hands of criminals and the men-
tally ill.

We should prohibit the sale or posses-
sion of high-capacity magazines and
end the ban preventing the Centers for
Disease Control from researching gun
violence. Have you talked to doctors
who work in big city hospitals? I have.
They say: We are prepared to go to any
war zone. Those are the Kinds of
wounds they see. They tremble at what
they see. They mourn about what they
see.

Somebody goes out to a nightclub.
They hide in the bathroom. They call
their mother. They never see their
family again.

My State of California has created a
new research center on gun violence to
understand the impact of firearm fa-
talities and injuries and, hopefully, re-
duce them in the future. It should hap-
pen at the Federal level.

There are 30,000 of our people killed a
year by gun violence. We lost 55,000 to
60,000 in the Vietnam War—a 10-year
period. It tore the country apart. This
is 300,000 of our people over 10 years.

So I am going to close with this.
There will always be bad people. I have
lived long enough to know that. There
will always be bad people. There will
always be lost people. There will also
be mean people. But we cannot and
must not allow them to poison this Na-
tion wherever they are. Good people—
and that is most of America—must join
hands across every line that divides
us—race, religion, color, creed, and,
yes, politics.

We must call out the racists, the
prejudiced, and the haters—whoever
they are, wherever they are—even if
they are in elected office. We have to
support those who believe in commu-
nity, who believe in community polic-
ing and not support those who refuse to
admit that there is a problem with
profiling. Just read what Senator
ScoTT said about his life, about his
fears, about what happened to him.
Ask CORY BOOKER, a Rhodes Scholar,
what it is like.

We have to support those activists
who bring us together, support steps to
improve our institutions, and reject
those who inflame fears on any side in
which they are found.

We must speak out and support those
who believe this is the United States of
America, not the ‘“‘Divided States of
America,” and we will not allow this
Nation to be divided by race, color,
creed, religion, or whom you love. I
know America. I believe we will over-
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come. I want to quote JOHN LEWIS as I
close. He was beaten, bloodied, and
jailed, fighting for civil rights. He tells
this story, and I quote:

“I saw those signs that said ‘white men,’
‘colored men,” ‘white women,” ‘colored
women,’ ‘white waiting,’ ‘colored waiting.’

I would come home and ask my mother,
my father, my grandparents, my great
grand-parents, ‘Why?’

They would say: ‘That’s the way it is.
Don’t get in the way. Don’t get in trou-
ble.”””

He goes on:

“In 1957, I met Rosa Parks at the age of 17.

In 1958, at the age of 18, I met Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., and these two individuals in-
spired me to get in the way, to get in trou-
ble.

So, I encourage you to find a way to get in
the way. You must find a way to get in trou-
ble—good trouble, necessary trouble.”’

That is JOHN LEWIS. We are blessed to
have this hero, JOHN LEWIS, among us
in the Congress. We must listen to him
because he is right. It is our job to get
in the way of prejudice and hate. We
may do it each in his or her own way.
My way may not be your way, but our
way is to fight against prejudice and
hate wherever we see it. Our job is to
move forward with respect and under-
standing, with tolerance and love.

Our Founders knew we were not a
perfect union. They told us we had to
make a more perfect union. That is our
job. I know we can do it, and we must
do it.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COLA
ACT OF 2016

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5588, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5588) to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2016, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 5588) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

COMPREHENSIVE ADDICTION AND
RECOVERY ACT OF 2016—CON-
FERENCE REPORT—Continued

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
there is a great deal of discussion this
week on very difficult and hard issues.
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The comments of the Senator from
California, which were preceded by the
comments of our colleague from South
Carolina, remind us that as lawmakers,
as policymakers, our jobs are indeed
difficult, as we do try to make good on
that pledge for a more perfect union
because we are clearly not there today.

I am on the floor to speak to another
type of killer that we face in this coun-
try, and that is the killer that comes
with drugs, substance abuse, illegal
drugs, opioids, heroin—this insidious
scourge that has afflicted us as a na-
tion. We are fortunate in that we have
an opportunity—hopefully soon—to be
voting for the Comprehensive Addic-
tion and Recovery Act, CARA.

I thank all of my colleagues who
have been involved in this effort, very
aggressively pushing this bill. Senator
PORTMAN from Ohio, Senator AYOTTE
from New Hampshire are among the
many who have stepped forward to
really shine a light on an area where
we know that we need to work to de-
velop a comprehensive solution, a com-
munity-focused solution to so much of
what we are dealing with.

The CARA act touches on all areas of
this issue, from education to aware-
ness, from access to treatment to pre-
venting and treating overdose, from
families to veterans to infants with
neonatal abstinence syndrome, and
even teens who may suffer a sports in-
jury. Opioid and heroin addiction is a
serious threat to our Nation’s pros-
perity, and the legislative initiative
that we have in front of us is one way
to fight back.

The rates of opioid abuse have sky-
rocketed. Drug overdose-related deaths
have more than quadrupled since 1999.
When an addict can no longer afford to
get access to opioids, we find, unfortu-
nately, that they oftentimes turn to
heroin, a cheaper alternative with
similar effects.

The rates of heroin overdose have tri-
pled between 2010 and 2014. In my State
of Alaska, we like to think that some-
times we are far enough away geo-
graphically that we are isolated or in-
sulated from some of what happens in
the lower 48. But in fact we have seen
instances of heroin use, opioid abuse,
that have resulted in statistics that
are shattering. Efforts to prevent those
deaths by overdose have resulted in
many States, like the State of Alaska,
passing legislation which has removed
the liability for a family member to
administer the lifesaving drug
naloxone. CARA does this, as well,
through grants that improve access to
medically assisted treatment, opening
access treatment to overdose treat-
ment, and it provides for first re-
sponder training.

Over the course of these many
months, there have been so many per-
sonal horror stories about the impact
of opioid and heroin addiction in our
respective States. We have witnessed
the sense of urgency and desperation as
we hear those stories from families
who are truly desperately seeking help.
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