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The House met at 9 a.m. and was ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER formance, continued economic

called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

On this day, in the midst of some-
times contentious debate, we ask again
that You give all Members peace and
patience, with wisdom and courage to
do what is best for our Nation.

Perplexing and competing questions
and answers challenge us all to remem-
ber that our Nation is a people de-
scended from immigrants, most in his-
tory, and many in faith. May all Amer-
icans, and those Members who rep-
resent them here, rise to the challenge
of these days and prove to be the best
of ourselves.

As always, may all that is done be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. DOGGETT led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

VIRGINIA’S PAPER AND WOOD
PRODUCTS INDUSTRY

(Mr. GRIFFITH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to support the paper and wood
products industry in Virginia, which
employs over 1,500 men and women in
my district; and I wish to recognize the
achievements of the industry in im-
proving purchased energy efficiencies.

Sustainability is inherent to the
pulp, paper, packaging, tissue, and
wood products manufacturing industry.
These products are made from renew-
able and recyclable resources, and
these companies have a good track
record of managing natural resources
in order to ensure that they can con-
tinue making useful products in the fu-
ture.

In 2011, the industry established the
Better Practices, Better Planet 2020
initiative, pursuing one of the most ex-
tensive sets of sustainability goals es-
tablished for a U.S. manufacturing in-
dustry. This week, the American For-
est and Paper Association is releasing
their 2016 report on the industry’s per-
formance.

The industry has improved their pur-
chased energy use per ton of produc-
tion by 8.1 percent in 2014 compared to
the 2005 baseline year, nearing the goal
of at least a 10 percent improvement—
and some pulp and paper mills are
largely energy self-sufficient. In 2014,
15 percent of electricity needed to
power manufacturing processes was
self-generated, in some cases supplying
energy to the electric utility grid.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating this industry on taking
steps to improve environmental per-

progress, and support of our commu-
nities. I am proud of this industry’s
progress and their continued commit-
ment to advance sustainability per-
formance and the fact that they pro-
vide jobs throughout the TUnited
States.

IN MEMORY OF SETH RICH

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy
heart. I rise to honor the memory of an
extraordinary young man who worked
in dedicated service at the Democratic
National Committee, Seth Conrad
Rich.

Seth was just 27 years old when he
was killed this past weekend in our Na-
tion’s Capital, the victim of an un-
known shooter. He was a dedicated,
selfless public servant, protecting one
of our most essential freedoms: the
right of all Americans to vote. He car-
ried out this work because he believed
that together we could make the world
a better place. We were fortunate to
know and work with him.

Just last Friday, Seth wrote a re-
sponse on Facebook to the terrible
shootings in Dallas. He wrote:

Stop hating each other. . . . We have
to be better and more true. . . . Please,
stop killing each other.

I hope the Members of this body will
join me in offering our deepest
thoughts and prayers to the Rich fam-
ily today, but thoughts and prayers are
simply not enough.

In Seth’s prescient words: We must

stop the hate. We must be better and
more true.
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TAKE STOCK

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to acknowledge what is
happening in America. I think it is im-
portant that all of us, every single cit-
izen, take stock of what is going on in
our country.

There are a lot of people hurting.
There are a lot of people upset, high
anxiety, a lot of confusion. I think this
is a time for us to take stock as citi-
zens and to think about how we can be
better listeners to each others’ con-
cerns. I think this is a time for us to
calm down and think deliberatively:
How do we open our heart, open our
ears, and see if we can understand the
perspective that other people share?

I think there is one thing that we
must all reflect on the most as citi-
zens. I think about Chief Brown in Dal-
las and that press conference he gave a
week ago, where he said: Most days, we
don’t feel appreciated. Let’s not make
this most days.

When a member of our law enforce-
ment wakes up, gets out of bed, has
breakfast with their family, Kkisses
their loved ones good-bye, puts that
badge on, and walks out the door, they
go out there to keep us safe. They go
out there to protect the streets. They
go out there and risk their lives to pre-
serve our lives.

We throw a lot of big words around in
this Chamber: ‘“‘duty,” ‘honor,” ‘‘sac-
rifice.” They do it every single day. So
I think it is so important that, as
Americans, we take stock and we
thank the men and women serving in
our law enforcement all around this
country for what they do for us. I think
it is really important that we thank
their families for enduring the stress
and the hardship that comes with such
a job.

As we try to make most days dif-
ferent than most days in the past, and
as we try to make sure that we give
our law enforcement community the
respect and the thankfulness that they
deserve, let’s make sure that we listen
to each other in this country so we can
better understand, so that we can
make most days in the future better
days than we have had in the past.

Our country is hurting, and it needs
to start healing. I urge all Americans
to do their best to make this country
better.

————

TAKE STOCK ON ALL SIDES

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank Speaker RYAN for his com-
ments this morning and thank him so
much for asking the people of our great
country to take stock. I want us to
take stock in more ways than one.

I often talk about having been born
and raised in a parsonage. One of the
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earliest discussions I remember my fa-
ther having was with a few other min-
isters trying to decide what to do
about getting rid of a minister that
had betrayed his trust. So I think that
we have to look at these issues on all
sides.

I honor police officers. I have rel-
atives who are police officers. I have
great friends who are police officers.
But the fact of the matter is there are
times when people of the cloth need to
be defrocked, and there are times when
people in the law enforcement commu-
nity need to take stock.

The fact of the matter is we do know
that any time you see a young African
American being stopped 52 times by
one jurisdiction, something is wrong.
And I say to my 21-year-old grandson
son: When you are stopped by the po-
lice, suppress your manhood so that
you can be sure that you come home
safe at night.

Let’s take stock on all sides of this
issue. This is not about being against
law enforcement. I support law enforce-
ment, but I do not support those who
use the color blue to commit criminal
acts.

———

FACES OF MANUFACTURING RE-
CIPIENT: SAVANNAH GLOBAL SO-
LUTIONS

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in recognition of Savan-
nah Global Solutions Company in Pem-
broke, Georgia, for being Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology’s Faces of Manufac-
turing award recipient for June of 2016.

This prestigious award presented by
Georgia Tech and the Georgia Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership pro-
gram honors a company each month
that embodies the face of manufac-
turing in Georgia.

Savannah Global Solutions began as
Savannah Forestry Equipment in 1987.
After diving head first into the forestry
market, the company grew as an exam-
ple of the American success story.
Now, the company operates on an
international scale and maintains mul-
tiple patents. Furthermore, in 2014, the
Small Business Association awarded
Savannah Global Solutions with the
Exporter of the Year award.

I am honored to have Savannah Glob-
al Solutions in the First Congressional
District of Georgia and thank them for
the work they have done to grow
America’s economy. I wish them the
best of luck in the future.

———

UNWILLINGNESS TO WORK HARD
AT THE HARD WORK THAT MUST
BE DONE
(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1

minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, today

Republicans are shutting down this
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Congress for the next 53 days. That is
true. Most Americans probably won’t
notice the difference since the Con-
gress has accomplished so little this
year.

Last week, Republicans told us this
House needed to act on their Homeland
Safety and Security Act; but this
week, they have abandoned that act be-
cause they were so fearful that it
would lead to a discussion of gun vio-
lence.

It is much like what happened last
year when they had a much-ballyhooed
border security bill that would do as
much for the border, I guess, as Donald
Trump. But at the thought that it
might lead to a debate about real im-
migration reform, they shelved it,
abandoned it, and have long forgotten
it.

When they leave prematurely today,
they will have done nothing to accom-
plish a Dbipartisan response to the
spreading Zika virus, which yesterday
led to the birth of the first child with
Zika-related birth defects in Texas. Ex-
perts say many more are to come. They
will have done nothing about the lead
contamination of families in Flint,
nothing about justice reform, nothing
about the budget.

There is an unwillingness to cope
with the problems American families
face. They have so many needs. There
are so many challenges our country
faces that we need to work on, but this
Congress is totally incapable of doing
that work.

————

WILLIAM “BILL” COORS’ 100TH
BIRTHDAY

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 100th birthday of
Bill Coors, a resident of Golden, Colo-
rado. He will be celebrating this mo-
mentous birthday on August 11, 2016.
Bill is the grandson of Adolph Coors,
the founder of Coors Brewing Company.

After graduating with a master’s de-
gree in chemical engineering from
Princeton University in 1939, Bill began
in the family business. Over the course
of 64 years, he worked his way up in the
business ranks, starting as a chemical
engineer and eventually earning the
title of president of the company. Bill
retired from Coors in 2003 at the tender
age of 87.

When Bill first started at Coors, the
company was a regional operation.
Today, Coors beer is a recognized brand
throughout the world. This serves as a
testament to Bill’s determination and
hard work.

His management of Coors Brewing
Company has had a tremendous impact
on the Third Congressional District of
Colorado, and it continues to provide
jobs in all parts of the production proc-
ess, from the earliest stages in the bar-
ley fields to the delivery trucks that
carry Coors products to their final des-
tination.
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Mr. Speaker, Bill Coors’ life has been
full of incredible accomplishments. As
a brewery pioneer, a successful man-
ager for his family’s company, and a
lifelong Coloradoan, Bill is truly an in-
spiration for all. It is an honor to pay
tribute to Bill’s life and legacy. I wish
him a very happy 100th birthday this
year.

————
O 0915
DON'T HAVE TIME FOR THAT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, Congress
is leaving town for 53 days, the longest
break that anyone can remember for
Congress to leave town. But I guess,
you Kknow, there are no important
issues confronting the country. Zika
virus—no additional funding, spreading
north into the U.S., don’t have time for
that. Background checks for firearms
purchases, don’t have time for that.

But they do have time for a couple of
little things here, you know. Every

day, Republicans are for states’
rights—except, well, maybe, kind of,
today.

The State of Vermont passed a law
requiring labeling foods produced with
GMOs. A number of the major compa-
nies are already doing it. Here are
some M&Ms. But they are saying it is
impossible, impractical, and the Amer-
ican people don’t want to know, and
even if they did want to know, we don’t
want them to know.

So, today, they are going to pass a
bill to take care of their corporate
friends that will preempt any State
from having a meaningful labeling law
to inform their citizens, something
over 90 percent of Americans would
like when it comes to GMOs. And they
are going to come up with a meaning-
less proposal to say, oh, well, you can
put a QR code on there, and everybody
will pull out their iPhone, and you can
give them a lot of information.

Instead, we could just do what Mars
has already done here: ‘‘partially pro-
duced with genetic engineering.” But
there are a lot of big corporations that
don’t want to do that.

———

COAL MINERS’ BENEFITS AND
PENSIONS

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, the
healthcare benefits and pensions for
120,000 coal miners and their families
are in serious jeopardy due to bank-
ruptcies and challenges in the coal in-
dustry. This issue isn’t just about a
shortfall of funds; it is about people’s
lives.

A retired coal miner told me his wife
has cancer. He was so afraid of losing
his healthcare coverage he was nearly
in tears. Another retiree told me that
he needs his pension to take care of his
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handicapped granddaughter. These
miners are scared.

Coal miners helped build this coun-
try. They have earned these benefits,
and they deserve to have the secure re-
tirement they worked so hard for. Leg-
islation I have been working on for
over 3 years will help protect the
health care and benefits for these retir-
ees and their families. We need to act
soon. Time is running out.

Promises were made, promises made
by the Federal Government years ago,
and those promises need to be Kkept.
Let’s get this bill to the floor so these
families can have peace of mind and
know that we care about them.

————

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to
give notice of my intention to raise a
question of the privileges of the House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

House Resolution 828. Impeaching
John Andrew Koskinen, Commissioner
of the Internal Revenue Service, for
high crimes and misdemeanors.

Resolved, that John Andrew
Koskinen, Commissioner of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, is impeached for
high crimes and misdemeanors and
that the following articles of impeach-
ment be exhibited to the Senate:

Articles of impeachment exhibited by
the House of Representatives of the
United States of America in the name
of itself and of the people of the United
States of America, against John An-
drew Koskinen, Commissioner of the
Internal Revenue Service, in mainte-
nance and support of its impeachment
against him for high crimes and mis-
demeanors.

Article 1:

John Andrew Koskinen, in his con-
duct while Commissioner of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, engaged in a pat-
tern of conduct that is incompatible
with his duties as an officer of the
United States, as follows:

Commissioner Koskinen failed in his
duty to respond to lawfully issued con-
gressional subpoenas. On August 2,
2013, the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform of the House of
Representatives issued a subpoena to
the Secretary of the Treasury, Jacob
Lew, the custodian of the Internal Rev-
enue Service documents. That sub-
poena demanded, among other things,
“all communications sent or received
by Lois Lerner from January 1, 2009, to
August 2, 2013.”

On February 14, 2014, following the
Senate’s confirmation of John Andrew
Koskinen as Commissioner of the In-
ternal Revenue Service, the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform
of the House of Representatives re-
issued the subpoena to him.

On March 4, 2014, Internal Revenue
Service employees in Martinsburg,
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West Virginia, magnetically erased 422
backup tapes, destroying as many as
24,000 of Lois Lerner’s emails respon-
sive to the subpoena. This action im-
peded congressional investigations into
the Internal Revenue Service targeting
of Americans based on their political
affiliation. The American people may
never know the true culpability or ex-
tent of the Internal Revenue Service
targeting because of the destruction of
evidence that took place.

Wherefore, John Andrew KosKkinen,
by such conduct, warrants impeach-
ment and trial and removal from of-
fice.

Article 2:

John Andrew Koskinen engaged in a
pattern of deception that demonstrates
his unfitness to serve as Commissioner
of the Internal Revenue Service. Com-
missioner Koskinen made a series of
false and misleading statements to
Congress in contravention of his oath
to tell the truth. Those false state-
ments included the following:

Number 1, on June 20, 2014, Commis-
sioner Koskinen testified that ‘‘since
the start of this investigation, every
email has been preserved. Nothing has
been lost. Nothing has been de-
stroyed.”

Number 2, on June 23, 2014, Commis-
sioner Koskinen testified that the In-
ternal Revenue Service had ‘‘confirmed
that backup tapes from 2011 no longer
existed because they have been recy-
cled, pursuant to the Internal Revenue
Service’s normal policy.”” He went on
to explain that ‘‘confirmed means that
somebody went back and looked and
made sure that, in fact, any backup
tapes that had existed had been recy-
cled.”

Number 3, on March 26, 2014, Commis-
sioner Koskinen was asked during a
hearing before the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform of the
House of Representatives, ‘‘Sir, are you
or are you not going to provide this
committee all of Lois Lerner’s
emails?”’ He answered, ‘‘Yes, we will do
that.”

Each of those statements was materi-
ally false.

On March 4, 2014, Internal Revenue
Service employees magnetically erased
422 backup tapes containing as many as
24,000 of Lois Lerner’s emails.

On February 2, 2014, senior Internal
Revenue Service officials discovered
that Lois Lerner’s computer hard drive
had crashed, rendering hundreds or
thousands of her emails unrecoverable.
Commissioner Koskinen’s false state-
ments impeded and confused congres-
sional investigations into the Internal
Revenue Service targeting of Ameri-
cans based on their political affili-
ation.

Wherefore, John Andrew KosKkinen,
by such conduct, warrants impeach-
ment and trial and removal from of-
fice.

Article 3:

John Andrew Koskinen, throughout
his tenure as Commissioner of the In-
ternal Revenue Service, has acted in a
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manner inconsistent with the trust and
confidence placed in him as an officer
of the United States, as follows:

During his confirmation hearing be-
fore the Senate Committee on Finance,
John Andrew Koskinen promised, ‘“We
will be transparent about any problems
we run into; and the public and cer-
tainly this committee will know about
those problems as soon as we do.”

Commissioner Koskinen repeatedly
violated that promise. As early as Feb-
ruary 2014 and no later than April 2014,
he was aware that a substantial por-
tion of Lois Lerner’s emails could not
be produced to Congress. However, in a
March 19, 2014, letter to Senator WYDEN
of the Senate Committee on Finance,
Commissioner Koskinen said, ‘“We are
transmitting today additional informa-
tion that we believe completes our pro-
duction to your committee and the
House Ways and Means Committee. In
light of those productions, I hope that
the investigations can be concluded in
the very near future.”

At the time he sent that letter, he
knew that the document production
was not complete.

Commissioner Koskinen did not no-
tify Congress of any problem until
June 13, 2014, when he included the in-
formation on the fifth page of the third
enclosure of a letter to the Senate
Committee on Finance.

Wherefore, John Andrew Koskinen,
by such conduct, warrants impeach-
ment and trial and removal from of-
fice.

Article 4:

John Andrew Koskinen has failed to
act with competence and forthright-
ness in overseeing the investigation
into Internal Revenue Service tar-
geting of Americans because of their
political affiliations as follows:

Commissioner Koskinen stated in a
hearing on June 20, 2014, that the Inter-
nal Revenue Service had ‘‘gone to great
lengths” to retrieve all of Lois Lerner’s
emails. Commissioner Koskinen’s ac-
tions contradicted the assurances he
gave to Congress.

The Treasury Inspector General for
Tax Administration found over 1,000 of
Lois Lerner’s emails that the Internal
Revenue Service had failed to produce.
Those discoveries took only 15 days of
investigation to uncover. The Treasury
Inspector General for Tax Administra-
tion searched a number of available
sources, including disaster backup
tapes, Lois Lerner’s BlackBerry, the
email server, backup tapes for the
email server, and Lois Lerner’s tem-
porary replacement laptop. The Inter-
nal Revenue Service failed to examine
any of those sources in its own inves-
tigation.

Wherefore, John Andrew Koskinen,
by such conduct, warrants impeach-
ment, trial, and removal from office.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN of Tennessee). Under rule IX, a
resolution offered from the floor by a
Member other than the majority leader
or the minority leader as a question of
the privileges of the House has imme-
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diate precedence only at a time des-
ignated by the Chair within 2 legisla-
tive days after the resolution is prop-
erly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Louisiana will appear in
the RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

———

PERMISSION TO POSTPONE PRO-
CEEDINGS ON MOTION TO CON-
CUR ON 8. 764, NATIONAL SEA
GRANT COLLEGE PROGRAM
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2015

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the question
on adoption of the motion to concur on
S. 764 be subject to postponement as
though under clause 8 of rule XX.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE
PROGRAM AMENDMENTS ACT OF
2015

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 822, I call up
the bill (S. 764) to reauthorize and
amend the National Sea Grant College
Program Act, and for other purposes,
with the Senate amendment to the
House amendment thereto, and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the Senate amend-
ment to the House amendment.

Senate amendment to House amend-
ment:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SECTION 1. NATIONAL BIOENGINEERED FOOD
DISCLOSURE STANDARD.

The Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7
U.S.C. 1621 et seq.) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“Subtitle E—National Bioengineered Food

Disclosure Standard
“SEC. 291. DEFINITIONS.

“In this subtitle:

“(1) BIOENGINEERING.—The term ‘bio-
engineering’, and any Ssimilar term, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, with respect to a food,
refers to a food—

“(A) that contains genetic material that has
been modified through in vitro recombinant
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) techniques; and

“(B) for which the modification could not oth-
erwise be obtained through conventional breed-
ing or found in nature.

“(2) Foop.—The term ‘food’ means a food (as
defined in section 201 of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321)) that is
intended for human consumption.

““(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture.

“SEC. 292. APPLICABILITY.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—This subtitle shall apply to
any claim in a disclosure that a food bears that
indicates that the food is a bioengineered food.
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““(b) APPLICATION OF DEFINITION.—The defini-
tion of the term ‘bioengineering’ under section
291 shall not affect any other definition, pro-
gram, rule, or regulation of the Federal Govern-
ment.

“(c) APPLICATION TO FOODS.—This subtitle
shall apply only to a food subject to—

““(1) the labeling requirements under the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
301 et seq.); or

“(2) the labeling requirements under the Fed-
eral Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 601 et seq.),
the Poultry Products Inspection Act (21 U.S.C.
451 et seq.), or the Egg Products Inspection Act
(21 U.S.C. 1031 et seq.) only if—

‘““(A) the most predominant ingredient of the
food would independently be subject to the la-
beling requirements under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.);
or

‘“(B)(i) the most predominant ingredient of the
food is broth, stock, water, or a similar solution;
and

‘‘(ii) the second-most predominant ingredient
of the food would independently be subject to
the labeling requirements under the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et
seq.).

“SEC. 293. ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL BIO-
ENGINEERED FOOD DISCLOSURE
STANDARD.

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF MANDATORY STAND-
ARD.—Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of this subtitle, the Secretary shall—

‘(1) establish a national mandatory bioengi-
neered food disclosure standard with respect to
any bioengineered food and any food that may
be bioengineered; and

‘““(2) establish such requirements and proce-
dures as the Secretary determines necessary to
carry out the standard.

““(b) REGULATIONS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—A food may bear a disclo-
sure that the food is bioengineered only in ac-
cordance with regulations promulgated by the
Secretary in accordance with this subtitle.

‘““(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A regulation promul-
gated by the Secretary in carrying out this sub-
title shall—

““(A) prohibit a food derived from an animal to
be considered a bioengineered food solely be-
cause the animal consumed feed produced from,
containing, or consisting of a bioengineered sub-
stance;

“(B) determine the amounts of a bioengi-
neered substance that may be present in food, as
appropriate, in order for the food to be a bio-
engineered food;

“(C) establish a process for requesting and
granting a determination by the Secretary re-
garding other factors and conditions under
which a food is considered a bioengineered food;

‘““(D) in accordance with subsection (d), re-
quire that the form of a food disclosure under
this section be a text, symbol, or electronic or
digital link, but excluding Internet website Uni-
form Resource Locators not embedded in the
link, with the disclosure option to be selected by
the food manufacturer;

‘““(E) provide alternative reasonable disclosure
options for food contained in small or very small
packages;

“(F) in the case of small food manufacturers,
provide—

‘(i) an implementation date that is not earlier
than 1 year after the implementation date for
regulations promulgated in accordance with this
section; and

“‘(ii)) on-package disclosure options, in addi-
tion to those available under subparagraph (D),
to be selected by the small food manufacturer,
that consist of—

‘“(I) a telephone number accompanied by ap-
propriate language to indicate that the phone
number provides access to additional informa-
tion; and

‘“(1I) an Internet website maintained by the
small food manufacturer in a manner consistent
with subsection (d), as appropriate; and



July 14, 2016

‘“(G) exclude—

‘(i) food served in a restaurant or similar re-
tail food establishment; and

““(ii) very small food manufacturers.

‘““(3) SAFETY.—For the purpose of regulations
promulgated and food disclosures made pursu-
ant to paragraph (2), a bioengineered food that
has successfully completed the pre-market Fed-
eral regulatory review process shall not be treat-
ed as safer than, or not as safe as, a non-bio-
engineered counterpart of the food solely be-
cause the food is bioengineered or produced or
developed with the use of bioengineering.

“(c) STUDY OF ELECTRONIC OR DIGITAL LINK
DISCLOSURE.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this subtitle, the Sec-
retary shall conduct a study to identify poten-
tial technological challenges that may impact
whether consumers would have access to the
bioengineering disclosure through electronic or
digital disclosure methods.

‘““(2) PUBLIC COMMENTS.—In conducting the
study under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall
solicit and consider comments from the public.

““(3) FACTORS.—The study conducted under
paragraph (1) shall consider whether consumer
access to the bioengineering disclosure through
electronic or digital disclosure methods under
this subtitle would be affected by the following
factors:

‘“(A) The availability of wireless Internet or
cellular networks.

‘““(B) The availability of landline telephones in
stores.

‘“(C) Challenges facing small retailers and
rural retailers.

‘(D) The efforts that retailers and other enti-
ties have taken to address potential technology
and infrastructure challenges.

‘““(E) The costs and benefits of installing in re-
tail stores electronic or digital link scanners or
other evolving technology that provide bio-
engineering disclosure information.

““(4) ADDITIONAL DISCLOSURE OPTIONS.—If the
Secretary determines in the study conducted
under paragraph (1) that consumers, while
shopping, would not have sufficient access to
the bioengineering disclosure through electronic
or digital disclosure methods, the Secretary,
after consultation with food retailers and manu-
facturers, shall provide additional and com-
parable options to access the bioengineering dis-
closure.

‘““(d) DISCLOSURE.—In promulgating regula-
tions under this section, the Secretary shall en-
sure that—

‘(1) on-package language accompanies—

‘““(A) the electronic or digital link disclosure,
indicating that the electronic or digital link will
provide access to an Internet website or other
landing page by stating only ‘Scan here for
more food information’, or equivalent language
that only reflects technological changes; or

‘““(B) any telephone number disclosure, indi-
cating that the telephone number will provide
access to additional information by stating only
‘Call for more food information.’;

““(2) the electronic or digital link will provide
access to the bioengineering disclosure located,
in a consistent and conspicuous manner, on the
first product information page that appears for
the product on a mobile device, Internet website,
or other landing page, which shall exclude mar-
keting and promotional information;

“(3)(A) the electronic or digital link disclosure
may not collect, analyze, or sell any personally
identifiable information about consumers or the
devices of consumers; but

‘““(B) if information described in subparagraph
(A) must be collected to carry out the purposes
of this subtitle, that information shall be deleted
immediately and not used for any other pur-
pose;

‘““(4) the electronic or digital link disclosure
also includes a telephone number that provides
access to the bioengineering disclosure; and

“(5) the electronic or digital link disclosure is
of sufficient size to be easily and effectively
scanned or read by a digital device.
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““(e) STATE FOOD LABELING STANDARDS.—Not-
withstanding section 295, no State or political
subdivision of a State may directly or indirectly
establish under any authority or continue in ef-
fect as to any food in interstate commerce any
requirement relating to the labeling or disclosure
of whether a food is bioengineered or was devel-
oped or produced using bioengineering for a
food that is the subject of the national bioengi-
neered food disclosure standard under this sec-
tion that is not identical to the mandatory dis-
closure requirement under that standard.

“(f) CONSISTENCY WITH CERTAIN LAWS.—The
Secretary shall consider establishing consistency
between—

“(1) the national bioengineered food disclo-
sure standard established under this section;
and

““(2) the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990
(7 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) and any rules or regula-
tions implementing that Act.

“(9) ENFORCEMENT.—

““(1) PROHIBITED ACT.—It shall be a prohibited
act for a person to knowingly fail to make a dis-
closure as required under this section.

““(2) RECORDKEEPING.—Each person subject to
the mandatory disclosure requirement under
this section shall maintain, and make available
to the Secretary, on request, such records as the
Secretary determines to be customary or reason-
able in the food industry, by regulation, to es-
tablish compliance with this section.

““(3) EXAMINATION AND AUDIT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-
duct an erxamination, audit, or similar activity
with respect to any records required under para-
graph (2).

‘““(B) NOTICE AND HEARING.—A person subject
to an examination, audit, or similar activity
under subparagraph (A) shall be provided notice
and opportunity for a hearing on the results of
any examination, audit, or similar activity.

““(C) AUDIT RESULTS.—After the notice and
opportunity for a hearing under subparagraph
(B), the Secretary shall make public the sum-
mary of any examination, audit, or similar ac-
tivity under subparagraph (A).

““(4) RECALL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary shall
have no authority to recall any food subject to
this subtitle on the basis of whether the food
bears a disclosure that the food is bioengineered.
“SEC. 294. SAVINGS PROVISIONS.

““(a) TRADE.—This subtitle shall be applied in
a manner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements.

“(b) OTHER AUTHORITIES.—Nothing in this
subtitle—

“(1) affects the authority of the Secretary of
Health and Human Services or creates any
rights or obligations for any person under the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 301 et seq.); or

“(2) affects the authority of the Secretary of
the Treasury or creates any rights or obligations
for any person under the Federal Alcohol Ad-
ministration Act (27 U.S.C. 201 et seq.).

““(c) OTHER.—A food may mot be considered to
be ‘not bioengineered’, ‘non-GMO’, or any other
similar claim describing the absence of bio-
engineering in the food solely because the food
is not required to bear a disclosure that the food
is bioengineered under this subtitle.

“Subtitle F—Labeling of Certain Food
“SEC. 295. FEDERAL PREEMPTION.

“(a) DEFINITION OF FOOD.—In this subtitle,
the term ‘food’ has the meaning given the term
in section 201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321).

““(b) FEDERAL PREEMPTION.—No State or a po-
litical subdivision of a State may directly or in-
directly establish under any authority or con-
tinue in effect as to any food or seed in inter-
state commerce any requirement relating to the
labeling of whether a food (including food
served in a restaurant or similar establishment)
or seed is genetically engineered (which shall in-
clude such other similar terms as determined by
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the Secretary of Agriculture) or was developed

or produced using genetic engineering, includ-

ing any requirement for claims that a food or

seed is or contains an ingredient that was devel-

oped or produced using genetic engineering.

“SEC. 296. EXCLUSION FROM FEDERAL PREEMP-
TION.

“Nothing in this subtitle, subtitle E, or any
regulation, rule, or requirement promulgated in
accordance with this subtitle or subtitle E shall
be construed to preempt any remedy created by
a State or Federal statutory or common law
right.”’.

SEC. 2. ORGANICALLY PRODUCED FOOD.

In the case of a food certified under the na-
tional organic program established under the
Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C.
6501 et seq.), the certification shall be considered
sufficient to make a claim regarding the absence
of bioengineering in the food, such as ‘‘not bio-
engineered’’, ‘“‘non-GMO’’, or another similar
claim.

MOTION OFFERED BY MR. CONAWAY

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I have
a motion at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will designate the motion.

The text of the motion is as follows:

Mr. Conaway moves that the House concur
in the Senate amendment to the House
amendment to the bill, S. 764.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 822, the mo-
tion shall be debatable for 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Agriculture.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. CON-
AWAY) and the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. PETERSON) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

The
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on S. 764.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, for thousands of years,
mankind has used biotechnology in its
various forms to improve