S5150

Louisiana, our small businesses have
worked through countless challenges
and survived for generations to im-
prove the lives of their neighbors and
make substantial contributions to the
economy. In honor of their 175th anni-
versary, I would like to present Morris
& Dickson Co., LLC of Shreveport, LA,
with the Senate Small Business Legacy
Award for the important achievements
of this Louisiana-based small business
success story.

In 1841, John Worthington Morris
opened J. W. Morris & Co., an inde-
pendent pharmacy in downtown
Shreveport, LA. Working out of a sin-
gle riverfront warehouse, J.W. first re-
ceived goods by steamboat from New
Orleans and with the help of his broth-
er, Thomas Henry, ran his namesake
small business until his death 12 years
later. A second generation of the Mor-
ris family continued J.W.’s legacy until
Claudius Dickson bought the business
in 1899, renaming it to be Morris &
Dickson Co. Claudius worked with
members of the Morris family to grow
their wholesale pharmaceutical busi-
ness. As technology improved, with
new railway lines and gasoline-powered
trucks, Morris & Dickson Co. embraced
the revolutionary improvements to dis-
tribute their pharmaceuticals in Lou-
isiana and the surrounding States.

In order to survive the Civil War, the
Great Depression, as well as the day-
to-day struggles of running a success-
ful business, the leaders of Morris &
Dickson Co. took advantage of each
technological improvement to ensure
the company would stay afloat.

It wasn’t until the 1980s that Morris
& Dickson Co. grew exponentially and
became a nationally recognized com-
petitor. At the time, Morris & Dickson
Co. was working out of the same build-
ing it had first moved into in 1905.
Nearly eight decades later, they were
still transporting goods in a manual
freight elevator and used a dumbwaiter
or rope bucket to send orders upstairs.
Claudius’s son Markham Allen Dickson
recognized that major changes had to
be made and, much like his prede-
cessors, had an immense respect for
technology’s growing influence. M. Al-
len’s foresight and ingenuity allowed
the family-owned business to grow to
become the region’s leading wholesale
drug distributor. He moved the com-
pany out of downtown Shreveport, uti-
lized the early use of computers, and
under his leadership, Morris & Dickson
Co. exploded on the national wholesale
pharmaceutical scene. By 2013, Morris
& Dickson Co. was the fourth largest
pharmaceutical distributor in the na-
tion.

Still driven by the 175-year old ambi-
tion to elevate the standard of patient
care for their neighbors and commu-
nity, today Morris & Dickson Co. is run
by M. Allen’s son, Paul Dickson. Mor-
ris & Dickson Co. has a well-earned
reputation for persevering through
many hardships by embracing innova-
tion in order to harness the power of an
ever-changing economy and increas-
ingly technology driven world.
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Today Morris & Dickson Co. provides
operational and logistic innovation
support for independent pharmacies.
This includes everything from on-time
delivery of pharmaceutical inventory
to inventory management software.
With Morris & Dickson Co.’s help, inde-
pendent pharmacies in 14 States can
focus on supporting and improving the
health of their local communities,
while also remaining financially sol-
vent.

This Shreveport-based family-run
business is a great example of the
American Dream in action, and compa-
nies like Morris & Dickson certainly
serve as role models for the next gen-
eration of entrepreneurs. I congratu-
late the hard-working folks at Morris
& Dickson Co., LLC, on 175 years in
business and for the well-deserved
honor of the Senate Small Business
Legacy Award.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting nominations which
were referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 9:32 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, with amendment, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

S. 304. An act to improve motor vehicle
safety by encouraging the sharing of certain
information.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 5119. An act to prohibit the obligation
or expenditure of funds available to any Fed-
eral department or agency for any fiscal year
to purchase or issue a license for the pur-
chase of heavy water produced in Iran.

H.R. 5722. An act to establish the John F.
Kennedy Centennial Commission.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 10:21 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 2840. An act to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
authorize COPS grantees to use grant funds
for active shooter training, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 636. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
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airport improvement program, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the
funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 4875. An act to establish the United
States Semiquincentennial Commission, and
for other purposes.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 11:36 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

S. 524. An act to authorize the Attorney
General and Secretary of Health and Human
Services to award grants to address the pre-
scription opioid abuse and heroin use crisis,
and for other purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 2:33 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 5588. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2016, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. HATCH).

At 4:28 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, without amend-
ment:

S. 2893. An act to reauthorize the sound re-
cording and film preservation programs of
the Library of Congress, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 3055. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide a dental insurance
plan to veterans and survivors and depend-
ents of veterans.

S. 3207. An act to authorize the National
Library Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped to provide playback equipment
in all formats.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 4992. An act to codify regulations re-
lating to transfers of funds involving Iran,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 5631. An act to hold Iran accountable
for its state sponsorship of terrorism and
other threatening activities and for its
human rights abuses, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the amendment of the House
to the bill (S. 764) to reauthorize and
amend the National Sea Grant College
Program Act, and for other purposes.
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