E1180

congregation for nearly 40 years. Under his
leadership, the ministries of Berkeley Mt. Zion
Missionary Baptist Church expanded and
rew.

One of the most notable newly-established
ministries of Berkeley Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church was established in March
1993, under the direction of Pastor Thompson.
The Helping Hands of Zion Outreach Min-
istries seeks to reclaim and redirect the lives
of families and individuals who have fallen
through the cracks in our society by providing
them with food, clothing, education, and em-
ployment assistance.

Pastor Thompson retired from Berkeley Mt.
Zion Missionary Baptist Church in November
2005, after nearly 40 years of faithful service.
In November 2006, Reverend Brian D. Hunter
was elected Senior Pastor of Berkeley Mt.
Zion Missionary Baptist Church, and he cur-
rently serves as pastor.

Throughout the years, Berkeley Mt. Zion
Missionary Baptist Church has been steadfast
and faithful in her efforts to fulfill the mission
of the church: evangelism, discipleship, and
mission.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, | extend my sin-
cerest congratulations to Berkeley Mt. Zion
Missionary Baptist Church on the special oc-
casion of its 70th anniversary. | wish Berkeley
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church many
more years of faithful and compassionate
service.
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it's my honor
to recognize Procter & Gamble’s Mehoopany
Plant, and the employees that work there, on
the occasion of their 50th anniversary. P&G is
a global producer of consumer goods that
prides itself on passing down core values and
principles to future generations. The
Mehoopany plant is an essential part of North-
eastern Pennsylvania, employing thousands of
my constituents who take pride in being active
members of our community.

Opened in 1966, P&G’s Mehoopany plant
has grown to be one of their largest in the
world. Driving down Route 87 into
Mehoopany, you can’t miss the plant sitting on
the Susquehanna River. Its sheer size puts
their impact into perspective. In stores all
across the country, you’re seeing products
that were made by Mehoopany employees,
such as Bounty paper towels, Charmin bath-
room tissues, and Pampers diapers. The plant
became P&G’s first energy self-sufficient facil-
ity in 2013 with the construction of two natural
gas-fired cogeneration turbines which utilize
gas from Marcellus Shale beneath the 1,100-
acre property. In 2012, 50 percent of the
plant's electrical needs were met using
Marcellus gas, and, for the previous 45 years,
the Mehoopany plant was the largest elec-
tricity and natural gas customer for our local
utility companies.

P&G’s slogan, “Touching lives, improving
life,” is in use every day as their employees
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have made community involvement an essen-
tial part of their daily operation. In 2015, for
the seventh straight year, the plant broke its
previous years fundraising effort by donating
over $500,000 to several Northeastern Penn-
sylvania United Ways. P&G has always been
committed to ensuring that its employees have
the resources necessary for success, both
during and after their careers. That's why it's
not surprising that over a quarter of its work-
force are third generation employees. For ex-
ample, P&G Mehoopany Credit Union opened
in 1971 to benefit its members with affordable
services they pride themselves on providing,
where each member is greeted by name when
they enter the building. Even after their ca-
reers at P&G are over, employees find that
groups such as the P&G Mehoopany Retirees
Association keep them involved in the commu-
nity through volunteer projects, while also pro-
viding the opportunity to fulfill lifelong dreams
by organizing trips around the world with their
former coworkers.

Mr. Speaker, it's my honor to recognize
Procter & Gamble’s Mehoopany plant and
their generations of employees for five dec-
ades of successful operation in Northeastern
Pennsylvania. Through a commitment to qual-
ity products, employee appreciation, and local
engagement, the Mehoopany plant has be-
come a symbol of what can be accomplished
when a community-first approach is taken. On
behalf of my constituents, | wish the employ-
ees of Procter & Gamble’s Mehoopany plant
the best as they continue to bring prosperity
and employment opportunities to my district,
and | look forward to the facility’s success and
innovation in the years to come.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Major Charles E. “Doc” Merkel,
Jr., Ph.D., U.S. Army (ret.) upon the occasion
of his retirement from the 53d Wing, Eglin Air
Force Base, Florida. Dr. Merkel has dedicated
more than 45 years in support of our Nation’s
defense. His service began with a 20 year ca-
reer in the U.S. Army, then as a member of
the private sector supporting development of
air armament systems, and culminating with a
civil servant career with the 53d Wing. It is my
privilege to pay tribute to his lifetime of honor-
able service to Northwest Florida and our
great Nation.

His active duty military career saw a variety
of assignments. As an Army aviator, Dr.
Merkel flew UH-1H helicopters as a member
of Casper Platoon of the 173d Airborne Bri-
gade (Sep) in the Republic of Vietham, where
he also helped collect and distribute school
supplies and clothing to a Christian and Bud-
dhist orphanage in the village of Bong Son.

He was assigned to the United States Army
Signal Center and School and then com-
manded the Fort Monmouth Ceremonial Unit
for a year prior to being selected as a test
pilot for the U.S. Army Electronics Command.
During his final two years at the Signal Center
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and School, Dr. Merkel served as the Com-
manding Officer of the 800-man Headquarters
and Headquarters Company.

Upon completion of the Infantry Officer Ad-
vanced Course and Airborne School at Fort
Benning, Georgia, Dr. Merkel was assigned to
the 2nd “All Infantry” Brigade, 2nd Division,
Camp Hovey, Republic of Korea as an S-2 in-
telligence officer and S-5 civil affairs officer.
For his humanitarian work while in Korea, he
was elected as [Honorary] Mayor in Kwang
Am-Ri (Tokko-ri) and was recognized by Peo-
ple to People International.

When he returned to the U.S., Dr. Merkel
served on the United States Army Aviation
Board as a test project officer and later as di-
vision chief of the Electronics Systems Test
Division. While on the board, he performed
operational testing to enhance pilot and air-
craft survivability.

He then served as Senior Assistant Pro-
fessor of Military Science and Professor of
Military Science at Valley Forge Military Acad-
emy and Junior College in Wayne, Pennsyl-
vania, before completing his military active
duty career in the Army as a United States
Army Tank-Automotive Command test engi-
neer and Assistant Program Manager.

Dr. Merkel retired from the Army as a Mas-
ter Army Aviator with over 3000 hours of total
flying time, and decorations that include the
Legion of Merit, Bronze Star with one oak leaf
cluster, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service
Medal, Air Medal with eleven oak leaf clusters,
Army Commendation Medal with four oak leaf
clusters, and an Army Achievement Medal.

Upon his transition to civilian life, Dr. Merkel
continued his service by working as a con-
tractor with the Advanced Medium Range Air-
to-Air Missile Program, during which he was
recognized with the Outstanding Achievement
through Value Engineering Award for 1993 for
his efforts managing special test vehicles and
evaluating value engineering change pro-
posals.

Most recently, Dr. Merkel served as a histo-
rian, responsible for covering military actions
and civil disasters around the world, including
in support of the Global War on Terrorism and
Operation Enduring Freedom. While attached
to the 451st Air Expeditionary Wing in
Kandahar, Afghanistan, in addition to his re-
sponsibilities as wing historian, Dr. Merkel es-
tablished a campaign to provide the children in
the province with school supplies. For his ef-
forts, he was awarded the Exemplary Civilian
Service Medal, a Global War on Terrorism
Medal, and a special award from the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. Additionally, Dr.
Merkel received the Exemplary Civilian Serv-
ice Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expe-
ditionary Medal, and the Air Force Expedi-
tionary Service Ribbon while in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom and attached to the
386th Air Expeditionary Wing.

His education includes a Master of Science
from Troy University and Master of Arts from
Temple University. He also completed the
United States Army Command and General
Course at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and re-
ceived his Ph.D. in history from Florida State
University. He is an adjunct professor of his-
tory at Troy University, Northwest Florida
State College, and Central Texas College.

His additional awards and accolades in-
clude: the John L. Geoghegan Alumni Citizen-
ship Award in 2009 from the Widener-PMC
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