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ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2845, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2016. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, United States Capitol, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Section 

4(a) of the John F. Kennedy Centennial Com-
mission Act (P.L. 114–215), I am pleased to 
appoint The Honorable Joseph P. Kennedy 
III of Massachusetts to the John F. Kennedy 
Centennial Commission. 

Thank you for your consideration of this 
recommendation. 

Best regards, 
NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader. 

f 

b 1815 

FEDERAL LANDS POLICY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, our 
Natural Resources Committee—and 
great work from the Natural Resources 
Committee’s staff—has been trying to 
get a handle on just how much land the 
United States—the Federal Govern-
ment—has taken over. 

West of the Mississippi, it is abso-
lutely extraordinary. Now, we have 
heard in recent months and over the 
last few years of incidents in which 
landowners, according to the media, 
just went off and did something crazy, 
overreacted—maybe had a gun—but it 
bears looking into what the Federal 
Government has been doing to the 
landowners, to the local governments, 
to the State governments in the West-
ern United States. Our committee has 
been able to pull together maps that 
show just how much Federal Govern-
ment property we have. 

On this, we have the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs showing in these burgundy, or 
maroon, areas. These are areas in the 
West that the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
is in charge of. 

When we look at the next map here, 
added to that of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, we have the Bureau of Land 
Management. Those are these areas 
here, the pale color, the soft orange. It 
is 247.3 million acres. That would be 
larger than Arizona, plus Iowa, plus 
Colorado, plus Nevada all put together 
that is owned by the Bureau of Land 

Management—those are all of these 
kind of light orange areas—all the way 
up here, into Montana. It is just ex-
traordinary, when you look at Nevada, 
how much land the State of Nevada 
and the citizens of Nevada control and 
how much the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment controls. Absolutely extraor-
dinary. We run into the same thing 
here just north of California and get-
ting into Oregon and over into Idaho, 
Colorado, Wyoming. It is just incred-
ible. 

Then the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
gets some of their land in here. Then 
you also have the United States Forest 
Service. Those are these green areas. 
They have got a lot of California, a lot 
of Oregon, Washington, Idaho. You 
have got Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, 
right on down. You have got even Ari-
zona and New Mexico. Extraordinary. 
That is this light green area. Then you 
have the national parks. 

Oh, by the way, the Forest Service 
has 197.1 million acres. Twice the size 
of Montana is what the U.S. Forest 
Service has. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service has 89.1 million acres. That is 
larger than Utah and North Carolina 
put together. The national parks have 
84 million acres. That is larger than 
New Mexico and New Hampshire put 
together. Then there are other agen-
cies. We add on the Department of En-
ergy, the Department of Transpor-
tation, the TVA, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation—extraordinary. 

When you look at how much land is 
white—meaning that belongs to State, 
local, or private owners—and how 
much is owned by the Federal Govern-
ment, you begin to think, perhaps, the 
Soviet Union didn’t disappear and that 
the Soviet Union is now in the Western 
United States when a government con-
trols that much of what used to be pri-
vate property, much of it. 

We look at the next map, and we are 
adding on another overlay. With this 
one, we have the endangered species’ 
critical habitat. That is for 704 species 
of plants and animals. I know, in my 
district, we have two plants that grow 
wild, and they are all over the place. 
They were notified that they are now 
listed as threatened, and my local gov-
ernments are already suffering because 
of the Federal land, the national for-
ests. They get no tax money. They are 
not getting revenue. The Federal Gov-
ernment is not producing the renew-
able resource of timber off of them 
anymore. Then they get notified that 
they have got a couple of threatened 
plants with critical habitats there. 

The local government was saying: 
Wait a minute. These things are every-
where. These plants are all over the 
place. Look, we have got pictures. 
They are all over the place. You can 
find them anywhere. 

What does the Federal Government 
say? 

Yes, but we have a scientific study 
that says they are threatened. We don’t 
care if you have got pictures that show 
they are everywhere. That is not sci-

entific, because we had somebody in a 
cubicle in a little office, who never 
went to those areas, and he says they 
are threatened, so we are going to say 
they are threatened. You people who 
live in that area and who took pictures 
of them everywhere must not know 
what you are talking about. 

Wilderness areas, we have got 765 wil-
derness areas on Federal land. That is 
109 million acres in 44 States. Then we 
have the Clean Air Act and Class I 
areas also added in here. 

Then, on our last map here, we have 
added on the wetlands—110.1 million 
acres are subject to section 404 regula-
tions of the Clean Water Act—and ma-
rine protected areas. There are 13 ma-
rine sanctuary areas in more than 
170,000 square miles of waters. Then 
you have got the Outer Continental 
Shelf at 1.712 billion acres. 

We will add this additional map. We 
have added Wild and Scenic Rivers. 
There are 12,709 miles of 208 rivers— 
amazing—that are managed by BLM, 
the National Park Service, the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service, and the Forest 
Service. Then we have 49 heritage areas 
in 32 States. It is absolutely extraor-
dinary. When you look at all of the 
overlays of federally owned controlled 
land, there is just not much left there. 

Now, I love the idea that our chair-
man, ROB BISHOP, had for a bill. How 
about if we don’t allow the Federal 
Government to get any more land—to 
take over any more land—west of the 
Mississippi until 10 percent of all of the 
land east of Mississippi is owned by the 
Federal Government? That might slow 
things down with the people who are 
east of the Mississippi starting to have 
to lose their private property as the 
Federal Government takes up more and 
more. 

I am pleased to be joined by the gen-
tleman from California. He knows Cali-
fornia as well as anybody in the coun-
try, certainly better, probably, than 
the current Governor. I yield to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding, and I particularly 
want to thank Congressman GOHMERT 
for organizing this discussion on Fed-
eral lands policy and for his high-
lighting of the Federal Footprint Map. 

You can find that at 
naturalresources.house.gov/ 
federalfootprint or just Google ‘‘Fed-
eral Footprint.’’ When you do, you will 
have a complete picture of how much 
land the Federal Government owns and 
how much of your State and your com-
munity is affected. It may surprise 
you. 

For example, the Federal Govern-
ment owns just seven-tenths of 1 per-
cent of the entire State of New York. It 
owns just 1.1 percent of the State of Il-
linois. It owns just 1.8 percent of the 
State of Texas; but then go further 
west, and you will see the reason for 
the Western revolt. The Federal Gov-
ernment owns and controls 62 percent 
of the State of Alaska. It owns and 
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