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dealing with Flint as well, another
public health issue that has been pend-
ing, Mr. Speaker, for over a year.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Will the gentleman
yield, before he goes to a new subject?

Mr. HOYER. I would be glad to yield
to my friend.

Mr. MCCARTHY. The only thing I
want to clarify here is: Do you believe
in debate and having the opportunity
for people to air different sides?

Mr. HOYER. I do. That is why we
didn’t have a lot of debate because we
were asking for Mr. KING’s bills to be
brought to the floor, as I recall. So I do
believe in that.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Will the gentleman
yield to me?

Mr. HOYER. I would be glad to yield
to the gentleman.

Mr. MCCARTHY. I would ask the gen-
tleman to join with me, then, in re-
questing that the Democrats on the
Senate—the filibuster denies the bill to
even come up for debate, let alone it be
voted for. So would you not join with
me in asking the Democrats to stop
playing politics with a filibuster and
allow the bill to come up? If the bill
fails, the bill fails. But it is not even
being allowed to be debated.

You were always so good with read-
ing articles, and I don’t know that I
have ever read one to you, but I would
like to. If you will indulge me.
PolitiFact—this is the organization
that looks at what we say and tries to
put truth to it. This is the headline:
“Democrats Stretch Impact of Planned
Parenthood Exclusions in Zika Bill.”

This is one highlighted:

“The bill also provided funds that
would potentially help clinics and hos-
pitals in nearly every municipality on
the island.”

Could we not agree that that is more
important than politics? Could we not
agree that people are being affected
every day and that those who are
watching this debate shake their head
and wonder why we are even having
this fight?

In June, we passed a bill. Since that
time, Democrats in the Senate will not
even allow it to be debated, not even
allow it to be debated, to vote it up or
vote it down.

There is one thing Americans believe
in: fairness. And I don’t believe that
that is fairness, if you deny a bill from
coming forward. If you deny the bill
from coming forward, you are blocking
it.

So, if you want the true definition of
what is happening in the Zika battle, it
is that those on the other side of the
aisle in the Senate are blocking the
discussion from even taking place.

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time,
they are not blocking anything. They
passed a bill 68-30. They sent it here,
and it was blocked from coming to the
floor. And it would have passed.

If you believe, as you asked me, do I
believe, should we consider things, the
answer, of course, is yes.

And I said, as an aside, PETER KING,
the former chairman of the Homeland
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Security Committee has two bills that
are supported by over 85 percent of the
American public. Bring them to the
floor on the premise, Mr. Speaker, that
we ought to debate, consider, and vote.
Bring them to the floor. Bring Mr.
KING’s bills to the floor. Bring the Sen-
ate bill. You know the Senate bill has
68 votes.

Mr. Speaker, I will tell the majority
leader that, had he brought the Senate
bill to the floor—we were precluded
from voting on the Senate bill, Mr.
Speaker. The majority leader just said,
Oh, we ought to bring the bill to the
floor. Isn’t that the right thing to do?
Well, if it is right for the Senate—and
we can’t control the Senate, but we can
control the House. And, as a matter of
fact, Mr. Speaker, as you know, I was
the majority leader, and I could decide
whether to bring the bills on the floor
or not bring them on the floor. The ma-
jority leader has that authority.

Bring the Senate bill to the floor. If,
in fact, as the majority leader just said
we ought to have debate, we ought to
consider it, and we ought to vote, and
if it goes down, fine; if it passes, that is
the will of the House—will of the Sen-
ate, you said. If that is a good premise
in the Senate, it is an even better
premise in the House of Representa-
tives.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask my friend, the
majority leader, to bring that bill to
the floor. Let’s vote on it. That is what
he said his premise was and what we
were committed to. I agree with him.

I don’t like the filibuster. I don’t like
the 60-vote rule in the Senate, I will
tell you that. The 60-vote rule under-
mines democracy. If a bill has 50 per-
cent and a committee reports it out, it
ought to come to the floor. I agree with
the majority leader on that. And Mr.
REID and I have had some discussions
on that. My colleague Senator CARDIN
and I have had some discussions on
that.

But if it is good for the Senate, it is
good for the House. And the House does
that. The majority can rule in this
House. And if he brings that bill to the
floor, it will pass. It will pass on Mon-
day, I guarantee the gentleman.

And I know we need to conclude this.
In all consideration, Ms. KELLY is com-
ing over to explain to me schedules.

But this is serious, and I don’t say
this—the majority leader and I do work
together. But let’s pass this Zika bill,
as the Senate passed it, and then have
the arguments on stuff that we don’t
agree on. We do agree on the Senate
bill, at least to the extent it goes, and
there are things that we don’t agree.

To make an aside, you stripped the
Confederate Flag amendment from the
conference report on the MILCON bill
because you didn’t want your guys to
vote on it. Mr. Speaker, I understand
that. That is why it was done. I didn’t
like that, but that passed the House,
stripped out of the bill, not by the Sen-
ate, but by us. But that is an aside.

It is an aside because, you are right,
Mr. Speaker, the majority leader is
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right, that doesn’t affect Zika. What
affects Zika is that $1.1 billion that we
can get to them on Monday, Mr. Speak-
er. If the majority leader will bring it
to the floor, we can pass it on suspen-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the major-
ity leader’s discussion on this matter,
but we have some critical issues, Mr.
Speaker, that we need to deal with:
funding government, getting Zika
passed, helping the people in Flint,
funding opioids. We passed a bill. It
was a good bill. The President signed
it. We passed it in a bipartisan way,
but we didn’t fund it. Another health
crisis.

We need to address these critical
matters. These other bills may have
merit, but they are not a crisis.

Mr. Speaker, unless the majority
leader wants to say something further,
I yield back the balance of my time.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a bill of the House of the
following titles:

H.R. 3969. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-based
outpatient clinic in Laughlin, Nevada, as the
“Master Chief Petty Officer Jesse Dean VA
Clinic”.

——

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 9, 2016, TO MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 12, 2016

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, September 12, 2016,
when it shall convene at noon for
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DoLD). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

9/11 ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, Sunday
will mark 15 years since the September
11 attacks. Each year, this anniversary
seems to sneak up on us faster than it
did the year before.

September 11 forever changed who we
are individually and as a country. It
prompted grief, fear, and anger. The
images of the Twin Towers collapsing
one after the other are just as tragic
today as they were a decade and a half
ago. The scene of smoke rising from
the Pentagon is seared in our memory.
The gaping hole left in an open Penn-
sylvania field is something we will
never forget.

September 11 also brought stories of
courage, hope, and leadership. It tested
the resolve of this great Nation. From
the brave passengers of Flight 93, who
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