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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS, MINNETONKA 
SCHOOLS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
thrilled to recognize the Minnetonka 
School District for being named the 
number one school district in Min-
nesota by Niche, a Web site that ana-
lyzes education data across the coun-
try. The Minnetonka School District 
has received an overall A-plus grade 
based on their excellence in several 
areas, including academics, edu-
cational outcomes, teachers, and extra-
curricular opportunities. The school 
district received an A grade or higher 
in 9 out of 10 different categories con-
sidered in the analysis. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the teachers 
and the administrators of the 
Minnetonka schools for their commit-
ment to going above and beyond in 
educating students from preschool to 
graduation. By dedicating themselves 
to providing an enriching learning en-
vironment, these educators are equip-
ping students with all the necessary 
tools to not only excel in the classroom 
but also contribute to leadership on 
sports teams, clubs, and in our commu-
nity. 

We are proud to have such an exem-
plary school system in our own back-
yard. Congratulations to the teachers, 
the students, the administrators, and 
the parents of Minnetonka for this dis-
tinguished recognition. 

f 

FEDERAL FUNDING WILL COMBAT 
WHITE-NOSE SYNDROME 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I know that I join a large 
number of my colleagues here in the 
House in concern over the white-nose 
syndrome. It is a devastating fungus 
that has killed between 5.7 million and 
6.7 million bats across North America. 

Recently, I received news of grant 
funding from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to combat this disease and that 
Pennsylvania will receive more than 
$30,000. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Natural Resources, I have been ac-
tive in ensuring the effects of white- 
nose syndrome were appropriately ad-
dressed. I have participated in field 
hearings on the subject and toured 
habitats where bat populations have 
been devastated by this fungus. There 
is an ecological importance to sus-
taining the bat population as well as 
preventing the species from becoming 
endangered, which would cause great 
harm to resource production, agri-
culture, and construction across the 
Commonwealth and a large part of the 
country. 

A rule finalized in 2015, which listed 
the northern long-eared bat, cleared 
the way for new conservation practices 
to be put in place where necessary, 
helping make new conservation meas-
ures possible without broadly prohib-
iting common land-use activities. It is 
my hope that these measures will help 
us in the effort against white-nose syn-
drome. 

f 

UNDERWATER RESOURCE 
MAPPING 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss recent developments 
in the area of underwater resource 
mapping. Scientists at the Scripps In-
stitution of Oceanography used NSF 
funding to develop instruments to con-
duct marine electromagnetic surveys. 
This technology uses electrical cur-
rents and conduction to search for 
freshwater aquifers in the ocean, which 
will reveal the location of drinking 
water supplies deep below the surface 
of the sea. 

It has been clear to scientists for 40 
years that bodies of freshwater exist 
off the U.S. East Coast. This research 
created the only noninvasive method 
capable of sensing the exact location of 
these valuable drinking water reserves. 

This technology has also attracted 
the attention of oil companies, which 
continue to develop the Scripps system 
to map out underwater resource depos-
its in three dimensions across the 
globe. Important projects like these 
improve our search for natural re-
sources, and I commend the Scripps In-
stitution and the National Science 
Foundation. 
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(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on the 15th anniversary of the 
murderous attacks of September 11, 
former Vice President Dick Cheney 
with Liz Cheney detailed how the next 
President will face greater risks to 
American families and a weaker mili-
tary than ever before, in an op-ed pub-
lished in The Wall Street Journal, with 
the President’s legacy of weakness: 

‘‘The President who came into office 
promising to end wars has made war 
more likely by diminishing America’s 
strength and deterrence ability. He 
doesn’t seem to understand that the 
credible threat of military force gives 
substance and meaning to our diplo-
macy . . . 

‘‘Among the most important lessons 
of 9/11 was that terrorists must be de-
nied safe havens from which to plan 
and launch attacks against us. On 
President Obama’s watch, terrorist 
safe havens have expanded around the 
globe . . . 

‘‘Generations before have met and de-
feated grave threats to our great Na-
tion. American strength, leadership, 
and ideals were crucial to the Allied 
victory in World War II and the defeat 
of Soviet communism during the cold 
war. It will be up to today’s generation 
to restore American preeminence so 
that we can defend our freedom and de-
feat Islamic terror.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MASTER DEPUTY 
BRANDON COLLINS 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today truly saddened. I rise to speak 
the name of a slain police officer in our 
community for the third time in just a 
few short months. Johnson County 
Sheriff Master Deputy Brandon Collins 
was hit by a car while making a traffic 
stop early Sunday morning and trag-
ically killed. 

He leaves behind his wife and two 
daughters, who are suffering an un-
imaginable loss. Deputy Collins was 
only 44 years old and was just about to 
celebrate his 21st year with his depart-
ment serving our community. 

Brooke and I want to extend our 
deepest condolences to his family and 
friends. You are all, and will remain, in 
our thoughts and prayers. 

As we mourn with our entire commu-
nity, Deputy Collins’ death is a dev-
astating reminder, especially in light 
of yesterday being the 15th anniversary 
of the attacks on September 11, that 
our first responders risk their lives all 

the time to protect us and keep us safe. 
We owe them a debt of gratitude we 
will never be able to repay. 

Mr. Speaker, may God bless Deputy 
Collins, and may he rest in peace. 

f 

A DAY SEARED INTO OUR 
MEMORY 

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, 
September 11, is a day that will live in 
our memory forever. For those old 
enough to remember Pearl Harbor, 
that was a day that was seared into 
their memory. For those in the early 
1960s, November 1963, the day that 
President Kennedy was shot will live in 
their memory forever. Everyone re-
members where they were when they 
heard the news. 

But September 11, 2001, was a day 
that changed our world forever. Ulti-
mately, we know that on that day, as 
the first plane hit the World Trade 
Center, we thought it was a terrible ac-
cident. When the second plane came in 
and hit that tower, we knew that it 
was something vastly different. We 
were under attack, and, frankly, our 
way of life was under attack. 

We are trained, Mr. Speaker, as 
young children to run away from dan-
ger, but our first responders are 
trained the opposite—to run towards 
it. And so that fateful day, as people 
were exiting the World Trade Center, 
we had our first responders who were 
running in to try to save as many peo-
ple as possible. 

What was also interesting is that on 
Flight 93, we had citizens on that plane 
who realized what was going on as they 
got word to their loved ones and put 
the lives of Americans in front of their 
own. That plane was coming, most 
likely, to this building right here, Mr. 
Speaker. 

So on the day after September 11, I 
want to make sure that Americans re-
alize that we thank our first respond-
ers, and we thank those who are in uni-
form, those in our intelligence commu-
nity who are trying to protect and save 
the United States of America from ever 
experiencing that type of attack again. 

Again, God bless America. God bless 
our first responders and those in uni-
form. 

f 

b 1915 

9/11 ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day being the 15th anniversary of the 
September 11 terrorist attacks, I just 
wanted to commend the people of 
northern California, of my district, for 
the efforts they made to remember 
that and to also say thank you to our 

firefighters all up and down the dis-
trict. 

The city of Chico had much positive 
participation as well, starting in the 
morning with the Optimist Club of 
Oroville and Chico saying, Let’s take 
the firefighters to breakfast. They did 
so. There was a lot of great participa-
tion on that. It was one way to start 
the day—by saying thank you again to 
our first responders. 

The city of Chico, along with their 
fire department, led by Chief Bill Hack, 
was able to have a very, very moving 
and well-done 9/11 commemoration 
starting at the Elks Club because the 
fire station was no longer large enough 
to house all the people that were par-
ticipating, which is a good thing. They 
used great solemnity to honor the fire-
fighters that were lost 15 years ago as 
well as remembering that those first 
responders need to be respected and 
properly taken care of. 

We commend, again, the city of 
Chico and the fire department for mak-
ing the community part of this, culmi-
nating in the bell-ringing at the 9/11 
Memorial they have onsite at Station 
5. 

And there was a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for the brand new building they 
have with a 9/11 memorial inside as 
well. 

God bless our first responders and our 
firefighters. Good job, city of Chico, for 
making the 15th anniversary of 9/11 a 
good public event. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able NANCY PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2016. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Section 
214(a) of the Help America Vote Act of 2002 
(52 U.S.C. 20944), I hereby appoint Dr. Philip 
B. Stark of Berkeley, California to the U.S. 
Election Assistance Commission Board of 
Advisors. 

Thank you for your attention to this ap-
pointment. 

Best regards, 
NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2016. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section 
803(a) of the Congressional Recognition for 
Excellence in Arts Education Act (2 U.S.C. 
803(a)), I am pleased to appoint Mr. Steven L. 
Roberts of St. Louis, Missouri to the Con-
gressional Award Board. 
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