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Mr. Speaker, since the facts make it
clear that major mental health reform
is needed for our entire Nation, reform
must be a priority for all elected Mem-
bers of Congress on both sides of the
Capitol, for we represent the entire Na-
tion.

The House heard the American peo-
ple when we passed H.R. 2646 in July
with overwhelming, near unanimous
bipartisan support. If the Senate won’t
listen to the House, or me, maybe they
should listen to The Denver Post Edi-
torial Board. They write:

““One of the best attempts to improve
America’s mental health crisis in dec-
ades will stall if the U.S. Senate does
not get its act together before it goes
on another month-long break. Freshly
back from vacation, senators should
pass . . . Helping Families in Mental
Health Crisis Act . .. the bill sailed
through the House with overwhelming
bipartisan support . . . its prospects in
the Senate are murky . . . Congress is
tantalizingly close to accomplishing
something that will address the na-
tion’s deplorable treatment of the men-
tally ill. It should not fall victim to
the hyperpartisan gun debate.”

Mr. Speaker, if the Senate won’t lis-
ten to The Denver Post, The Wall
Street Journal, or The Washington
Post, will they listen to the voice of
the American people?

We have the daily addition of 118
lives lost to suicide. Since September
1, it has been 1,400. Since the House
passed the bill, over 8,000 people have
died of suicide. There is also the daily
addition of 959 families who join thou-
sands mourning individuals with men-
tal illness who have lost their life in
one form or another. Since we passed
the bill, the total lives lost is 65,212.

More lives will be lost if we do not fix
this broken mental health system that
is so desperately in need of repair. It is
time that the Senate listen to the
voices of the millions who are crying
out for help. And for today’s new total
of 959 more lives, tomorrow is too late.

Millions of Americans are pleading
with the Senate: do not go home at the
end of this month without passing a
bill that the House can also pass and
get signed into law. The Helping Fami-
lies in Mental Health Crisis Act is just
that law. We need the Senate to vote
this week, not another day. Where
there is help, there is hope.

———

NATIONAL LANDS AND
MONUMENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. O’ROURKE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to discuss our national lands and
monuments and explore both our ac-
complishments and some of our future
opportunities.

As you know, the Antiquities Act
was passed 110 years ago. Ten years
later, in 1916, the National Park Sys-
tem was created. And since then, there
have been 151 national monuments cre-
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ated, 84 of them by Republican Presi-
dents—the majority of those by Repub-
lican Presidents—showing that this act
and its impact is truly bipartisan and
American in every sense.

I would also like to call your atten-
tion to the accomplishments of our
current President, Barack Obama,
whom historian Douglas Brinkley calls
a Theodore Roosevelt for the 21st cen-
tury, owing to his commitment to pre-
serving our national heritage, pro-
tecting our public places, and ensuring
that, whether it is of importance be-
cause of its value for wilderness, cul-
tural, or historical impact, we are en-
suring all Americans have a chance to
enjoy and appreciate our heritage.

I also rise today, Mr. Speaker, to sug-
gest a way that the President can con-
tinue this legacy and set the stage for
the next 100 years.

Castner Range, pictured behind me,
in El Paso, Texas, is 7,000 acres in the
heart of the Chihuahuan Desert rising
into Rocky Mountain peaks that start
at the southern end of that national
mountain chain and has rare plant and
animal species that distinguish it as a
place worthy of preservation.

Ending in 1966, Castner Range was
used as a bombing range, but in the 50
years since then, it has been preserved
in its natural state. This is an incred-
ible opportunity to ensure that we pass
on Castner Range and all that it means
to us as a country to not just this gen-
eration, but the generations that fol-
low.

Castner Range, beyond the rare plant
and animal species, has 10,000 years of
recorded human history. There are
petroglyphs dating back to 8,000 years
ago, literally showing the impressions
that this land made on the first Ameri-
cans who were neither U.S. citizens,
Mexican citizens, or really had any
citizenship at all. That is particularly
poignant, given the fact that Castner
Range is part of the world’s largest bi-
national community.

El Paso, with its sister city, Ciudad
Juarez in southern New Mexico, join 3
million people of two countries, two
cultures, two traditions, two languages
and become one at this point. Further-
more, El Paso, Texas, is 856 percent
Mexican American and happens to be
one of the poorest communities in our
country.

This is a chance for this President to
open up public lands to ensure that we
have access and participation by every-
one in this country and to ensure that
our national monument visitors reflect
the communities and the growing,
changing demographics in this coun-
try.

I also think that it is important to
know that this community is unified in
ensuring that we protect, preserve, and
pass on Castner Range to future gen-
erations. Twenty-seven thousand El
Pasoans have signed letters to the
President. Despite its relative poverty,
$1.5 million has been raised by indi-
vidual donors to complement whatever
Federal investment is necessary. The
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largest school district has made a com-
mitment to ensure that every fourth
grader has access to Castner Range,
should it be preserved, that it is part of
their curriculum, and that they travel
to Castner Range to explore and appre-
ciate its wonder.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, here are some
larger themes that the preservation of
Castner Range could tie into. It is a
cold war relic. It is also a former artil-
lery site. Following the President’s re-
cent travel to Laos, which saw more
armaments rain down on it than any
other part of the world, we have a
chance to develop the model of how to
turn former conflict sites into places of
public use, into examples of peace, and
into standards for preservation. That
could happen in the United States,
where we can set the world standard,
and it can happen here at Castner
Range.

There are a few national monument
ideas that I think make a lot of sense.
There is the expansion of the Grand
Canyon, Bears Ears, and Gold Butte.
And then there is Castner Range. I
think the President’s attention to
these areas and the ability to offer ac-
cess to more Americans to ensure ev-
eryone has a chance to access our na-
tional parks and national monuments
and to set the standard for preserva-
tion and the future of American cities
is too good of an opportunity for this
President to pass up.

———

AMERICA’S FINANCIAL OUTLOOK
WORSENS WITH FY 2017 CR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I have given numerous House floor
speeches warning of a looming and de-
bilitating American insolvency and
bankruptcy.

In order to drive home the dangers, I
have cited Greece, where young adult
unemployment nears 50 percent, over-
all unemployment approximates the
worst America suffered during the
Great Depression, and public pensions
have been slashed by almost 50 percent.

I have cited Venezuela, where infla-
tion last year was 275 percent, is esti-
mated at 720 percent this year, and
deadly street and food riots are com-
mon.

I have cited Puerto Rico’s default on
$70 billion in debt, credit rating cut to
“junk bond status,” abysmal labor par-
ticipation rate of less than 40 percent,
and closure of over 100 schools.

While House Republicans can boast
that they helped cut the $1.3 trillion
deficit that we inherited in 2011 to $439
billion in 2015, that boast now rings
hollow. According to the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office, the fiscal
year 2016 deficit is ballooning by $151
billion, to $5690 billion.

Absent correction, the CBO warns
that in 2024, America will embark on
an unending string of trillion-dollar-a-
year deficits. Absent correction, the
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