September 14, 2016

Courts be authorized to meet during

the session of the Senate on September

14, 2016, at 10 a.m., in room SD-226 of

the Dirksen Senate Office Building, to

conduct a hearing entitled ‘“‘Protection

Internet Freedom: Implications of End-

ing U.S. Oversight of the Internet.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WESTERN HEMISPHERE,
TRANSNATIONAL CRIME, CIVILIAN SECURITY,
DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND GLOBAL
WOMEN’S ISSUES
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Foreign Relations Sub-
committee on Western Hemisphere,

Transnational Crime, Civilian Secu-

rity, Democracy, Human Rights, and

Global Women’s Issues be authorized to

meet during the session of the Senate

on September 14, 2016, at 9:30 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘“‘Protecting

Girls: Global Efforts to End Child Mar-

riage.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on September 14, 2016, at 2 p.m., in
room SD-562 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘“‘Maximizing Your Social Secu-
rity Benefits: What You Need to

Know.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that floor privi-
leges be granted to Sara Bauer of my
staff for the duration of today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

NATIONAL DIRECT SUPPORT PRO-
FESSIONALS RECOGNITION WEEK

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 559, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 559) designating the
week of September 12, 2016, as ‘‘National Di-
rect Support Professionals Recognition
Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today 1
wish to ask my Senate colleagues to
join me in designating the week of Sep-
tember 12, 2016, as National Direct Sup-
port Professionals Recognition Week.
Direct support professionals—also
known as DSPs—provide an invaluable
service by caring for the most vulner-
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able among us, including seniors, peo-
ple living with disabilities, and the
chronically ill. Through the efforts of
this essential health care workforce,
these individuals are able to live, work,
and fully participate in their commu-
nities.

As our population continues to grow
and age, the demand for DSPs and
other home- and community-based
services will increase commensurately
to address evolving health care needs.
Studies show that approximately 12
million Americans currently need long-
term services and supports LTSS, and
about half of these individuals are over
the age of 65. It is reasonable to expect
that about one-half of seniors 65 years
and older will develop a serious dis-
ability which requires L'TSS. Although
many will require care for an average
of 2 years, one in seven seniors is ex-
pected to have care needs lasting for 5
years or more. During this time, most
individuals prefer to be cared for in the
comfort of their own homes, with the
assistance of family caregivers and a
multidisciplinary health care team.

Direct support professionals are often
considered to be the backbone of the
health care provider team, ensuring
that patients adhere to treatment
plans and attend doctors’ appointments
and helping them navigate daily life.
In our country, we are incredibly fortu-
nate to have millions of service-ori-
ented Americans who are willing to
rise to the task of becoming a direct
support professional. According to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the em-
ployment of DSPs is projected to grow
by an average of 26 percent from 2014 to
2024, compared to a 7 percent average
growth rate for all occupations during
that period. Unfortunately, direct sup-
port professionals are often forced to
leave the jobs they love due to low
wages and excessive, difficult work
hours. Now, more than ever, it is im-
perative that we work to ensure that
these hard-working individuals have
the income and emotional support they
need and deserve.

For these reasons, I am proud my
colleagues Senators COLLINS, PORTMAN,
BROWN, BLUMENTHAL, MENENDEZ,
GRASSLEY, MARKEY, KING, WARREN, and
AYOTTE have joined me in introducing
a resolution designating the week of
September 12 as National Direct Sup-
port Professionals Recognition Week.
This time allows us the opportunity to
celebrate DSPs’ important work and
renew our commitment to support this
vital workforce. All Americans are en-
titled to equality, access, and choice,
particularly in regards to comprehen-
sive health care for underserved com-
munities. Any concerted effort to im-
prove care for our Nation’s seniors, the
disabled, and chronically ill must fully
engage direct support professionals,
community-based organizations, and
every level of government.

DSPs are highly skilled, knowledge-
able, and compassionate. The quality
of home- and community-based serv-
ices and overall patient experience
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truly lies in their hands. As we con-
sider this year’s National Direct Sup-
port Professionals Recognition Week,
let us continue this bipartisan momen-
tum to enhance our health care work-
force and advance comprehensive
health care for those in need.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

569) was

——————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 3326

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand that there is a bill at the
desk, and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 3326) to give States the authority
to provide temporary access to affordable
private health insurance options outside of
Obamacare exchanges.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I now ask for a
second reading and, in order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
read for the second time on the next
legislative day.

————

APPOINTMENT

PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the
Democratic leader, pursuant to the
provisions of Public Law 107-12, the re-
appointment of the following indi-
vidual to serve as a member of the Pub-
lic Safety Officer Medal of Valor Re-
view Board: Trevor Whipple of
Vermont.

The

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15, 2016

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, Sep-
tember 15; that following the player
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day; further, that
following leader remarks, the Senate
resume consideration of S. 2848, as
amended, postcloture; further, that the
time following leader remarks until
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