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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF ENTREPRENEUR
AND HUMANITARIAN, MR. EWING
MARION KAUFFMAN

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2016

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor a community icon. On
this, the 100th anniversary of one of the most
influential business leaders Kansas City ever
produced, it is my distinct honor to reflect on
and remember my friend, universally known as
Mr. K, for being the man, the entrepreneur
and visionary citizen that he embodied.

One century ago today, Mr. Ewing Marion
Kauffman was born in Garden City, Missouri.
As a young boy, his family moved 45 minutes
to Kansas City, where Mr. K would call home
for the remainder of his life. Mr. K was a
member of the Greatest Generation and
served in the United States Navy during World
War |l. After returning home, he began work-
ing for a pharmaceutical company. However,
the American Dream and an entrepreneurial
spirit led him to start his own company in his
basement, which he called Marion Labs.

That company, which began with only
$1,000 in net profits in the first year, grew
over the next four decades into a $1 Billion
company, employing nearly 3,400 employees,
before being bought by Merrell Dow in 1989.
As a result of his business acumen, coupled
with honesty and integrity in all his trans-
actions, Mr. K was able to forge a business
model that not only fueled Marion Labs to
great success, but has since been replicated
many times by local high-growth companies.
Attesting to his entrepreneurial and innovative
spirit, a recent study by the University of Bern
in Switzerland that traced the “genealogy” of
Kansas City’s technology companies, showed
more than 20 existing local companies with di-
rect ties to Marion Labs.

Marion Labs didn’t just inspire creation of
new companies, but many of his former em-
ployees patterned their workplace culture on
Mr. K's model, built on a sense of trust and
belonging that positively influenced perform-
ance. Mr. K lived by the philosophies of treat
others like you want to be treated; share life’s
rewards with those who make them possible;
and give back to society. When the company
was sold, more than 300 employees became
millionaires. On a personal level, Mr. K regu-
larly spoke to employees by addressing them
by name, introducing them to others and per-
sonally hand writing thank you notes to em-
ployees.

During my time as a City Councilman and
Mayor of Kansas City, | had the pleasure of
getting to know Mr. K and his family. Many of
my constituents think of Kauffman Stadium
and the Kansas City Royals when you men-
tion Mr. K. He brought the Royals to town in
1968 and his legacy of philanthropy and civic
engagement can still be felt today. The
Kauffman Foundation is perhaps the most en-
during legacy, following the same vision that
led Marion Labs to become what is known as
a “Pillar Company” in the Kansas City com-
munity, by not only inspiring new entrepre-
neurial ventures, but also by training and in-
vesting in new businesses. Before his passing
in 1993, Mr. Kauffman created a vibrant and
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sustainable business future for the Kansas
City region.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today, on what would have been his 100th
Birthday, to pause for a moment to honor one
of our country’s greatest entrepreneurs, most
generous philanthropists, and an innovative
and compassionate leader in Mr. Ewing Mar-
ion Kauffman. Missouri’s Fifth District, our re-
gion, and country are better off today because
of the life he led.
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to salute San Antonio Winery, the largest and
longest-producing winery in Los Angeles, as it
begins its centennial year celebration. Since
its early days, it has been a beloved part of
the Los Angeles community, providing a
friendly meeting place for business leaders,
families, and tourists alike. Not only is it a pro-
ducing winery, it also boasts a large tasting
room, restaurant, and banquet rooms, and of-
fers daily tours and tastings.

The winery still operates its original location,
a historical landmark in the heart of Los Ange-
les. While Los Angeles was once home to
more than 90 wineries, this site stands as the
last remaining vestige of the city’s viticultural
history.

Over the past century, the winery has been
owned and operated by four generations of
the Riboli family, which originated in Bergamo,
ltaly. Three generations continue to work at
the company, including head winemaker An-
thony Riboli.

Through hard work, perseverance, and dedi-
cation to the community, the Riboli family has
grown their business into one of the top thirty
producing wineries in the country—and it con-
tinues to grow today. The family just cele-
brated the Grand Opening of a new state-of-
the-art winery in Paso Robles, the Central
Coast wine region where the majority of their
estate vineyards are located, including 800
acres of prime vineyard land in Paso Robles,
Monterey, and Napa Valley.

San Antonio Winery has received countless
awards for its quality winemaking through the
years. It currently produces seven different
brands, including San Simeon, Maddalena
(named for the winery’s matriarch), Opaque,
Riboli Family Wines, and Stella Rosa, Amer-
ica’s number one imported ltalian wine. The
winery also just received a prestigious nomi-
nation from Wine Enthusiast Magazine for
American Winery of the Year.

The Ribolis have other reasons to celebrate
as well. The family just observed patriarch
Stefano Riboli’s 95th birthday, and Maddalena
will be turning 94 in December. Both remain
cherished in their community and among their
winery’s lifelong customers.

| hope my colleagues will join me in wishing
long life to Stefano, Maddalena, and the mag-
nificent winery they and their family have built
into a Los Angeles institution.
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Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay a special tribute to Mr. Lawrence
Cervellino, who passed away on December 7,
2015.

Lawrence was born on March 24, 1925.
Larry, as he was known to his friends and
family, had a fervent passion for life and his
country. On the day Pearl Harbor was at-
tacked, Larry went to his local recruiter’s office
to sign up to serve his country, but was sent
away because he was not old enough. Sure
enough, on his 18th birthday, he enlisted in
the Navy in 1943. He received his wings at
Pensacola, Florida in 1946, and began serving
in the Navy occupation of Saipan. He was re-
called to active duty from October 3, 1952 to
July 26, 1955 during the Korean War. During
his time in the service, Larry was awarded nu-
merous medals, including the American De-
fense, WWII Victory, Reserve Medal, Navy
Occupation, and National Defense. In addition
to his active duty status, Larry served as a re-
servist from 1949 to 1968 and retired from the
Navy as a Lieutenant in 1968.

Larry would go on to graduate from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute with a BS in
Aeronautical Engineering in June 1955. That
same year, Larry accepted a position with
Grumman Aerospace Corporation as a Struc-
tural Flight Test Engineer, involving among
other activities, Carrier Suitability Flight Tests
at Patuxent River, Maryland. Larry stayed with
Grumman until 1993, when he retired after
four decades working to ensure the defense of
our country. Throughout these years, Larry
contributed to over thirty military organizations
and was dedicated to helping veterans in any
way that he could. He also served as Suffolk
County Vice-Chair of the Long Island Coalition
for Life and faithfully attended the annual
March for Life in Washington, D.C. each year
since its inception.

Larry enjoyed 47 years of marriage with his
beautiful wife, Johanna Cisternino and is sur-
vived by his two children, Stacey Leigh
Cervellino and Peter Lawrence Cervellino.
Larry’s exemplary life of service was motivated
and fueled by his love of God, family, and
country. What he managed to accomplish dur-
ing his lifetime and give back to the country
cannot be summarized in a few words; how-
ever it is important we honor these types of in-
dividuals as best we can. It is my hope that
many will follow in his footsteps and give back
to our country as graciously as he did. People
like him are a rare breed and they help make
not only our country, but our world a much
safer and better place.

TRIBUTE TO YOLANDA URBY
URRABAZO
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the life of one of Laredo’s finest
teachers, Yolanda Urby Urrabazo.
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