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strategic plan required by section 301(a)(2),
among other goals, to improve the effectiveness
of wildlife law enforcement in regions and coun-
tries that have demonstrated capacity, willing-
ness, and need for assistance.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING SECURITY
ASSISTANCE TO COUNTER WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING
AND POACHING IN AFRICA.—It is the sense of
Congress that the United States should continue
to provide defense articles (not including signifi-
cant military equipment), defense services, and
related training to appropriate security forces of
countries of Africa for the purposes of coun-
tering wildlife trafficking and poaching.

SEC. 402. ANTI-TRAFFICKING PROGRAMS.

(a) INVESTIGATIVE CAPACITY BUILDING.—The
Secretary of State and the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International Develop-
ment, in collaboration with the heads of other
relevant United States agencies and commu-
nities, regions, and governments in focus coun-
tries, may design and implement programs in
focus countries to carry out the recommenda-
tions made in the strategic plan required under
section 301(a)(2) among other goals, with clear
and measurable targets and indicators of suc-
cess, to increase the capacity of wildlife law en-
forcement and customs and border security offi-
cers in focus countries.

(b) TRANSNATIONAL PROGRAMS.—The Sec-
retary of State and the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International Develop-
ment, in collaboration with other relevant
United States agencies, nongovernmental part-
ners, and international bodies, and in collabora-
tion with communities, regions, and govern-
ments in focus countries, may design and imple-
ment programs, including support for Wildlife
Enforcement Networks, in focus countries to
carry out the recommendations made in the
strategic plan required under section 301(a)(2),
among other goals, to better understand and
combat the transnational trade in illegal wild-
life.

SEC. 403. ENGAGEMENT OF UNITED STATES DIP-
LOMATIC MISSIONS.

As soon as practicable but not later than 2
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, each chief of mission to a focus country
should begin to implement the recommendations
contained in the strategic plan required under
section 301(a)(2), among other goals, for the
country.

SEC. 404. COMMUNITY CONSERVATION.

The Secretary of State, in collaboration with
the United State Agency for International De-
velopment, heads of other relevant United States
agencies, the private sector, mongovernmental
organizations, and other development partners,
may provide support in focus countries to carry
out the recommendations made in the strategic
plan required under section 301(a)(2) as such
recommendations relate to the development,
scaling, and replication of community wildlife
conservancies and community conservation pro-
grams in focus countries to assist with rural sta-
bility and greater security for people and wild-
life, empower and support communities to man-
age or benefit from their wildlife resources in a
long-term biologically viable manner, and re-
duce the threat of poaching and trafficking, in-
cluding through—

(1) promoting conservation-based enterprises
and incentives, such as eco-tourism and stew-
ardship-oriented agricultural production, that
empower communities to manage wildlife, nat-
ural resources, and community ventures where
appropriate, by ensuring they benefit from well-
managed wildlife populations;

(2) helping create alternative livelihoods to
poaching by mitigating wildlife trafficking,
helping support rural stability, greater security
for people and wildlife, responsible economic de-
velopment, and economic incentives to conserve
wildlife populations;

(3) engaging regional businesses and the pri-
vate sector to develop goods and services to aid
in anti-poaching and anti-trafficking measures;
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(4) working with communities to develop se-
cure and safe methods of sharing information
with enforcement officials;

(5) providing technical assistance to support
land use stewardship plans to improve the eco-
nomic, environmental, and social outcomes in
community-owned or -managed lands;

(6) supporting community anti-poaching ef-
forts, including policing and informant net-
works;

(7) working with community and national
governments to develop relevant policy and reg-
ulatory frameworks to enable and promote com-
munity conservation programs, including sup-
porting law enforcement engagement with wild-
life protection authorities to promote informa-
tion-sharing; and

(8) working with national governments to en-
sure that communities have timely and effective
support from national authorities to mitigate
risks that communities may face when engaging
in anti-poaching and anti-trafficking activities.

TITLE V—OTHER ACTIONS RELATING TO

WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING PROGRAMS
SEC. 501. AMENDMENTS TO FISHERMAN’S PRO-
TECTIVE ACT OF 1967.

Section 8 of the Fisherman’s Protective Act of
1967 (22 U.S.C. 1978) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting
sultation with the Secretary of State,’
“Secretary of Commerce’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting
sultation with the Secretary of State,’
“Secretary of the Interior’’;

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State,”” after
as appropriate,’’;

(D) by redesigning paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and

(E) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

““(4) The Secretary of Commerce and the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall each report to Con-
gress each certification to the President made by
such Secretary under this subsection, within 15
days after making such certification.”’; and

(2) in subsection (d), by inserting ‘‘in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State,”” after “‘as
the case may be,”’.

SEC. 502. WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING VIOLATIONS AS
PREDICATE OFFENSES UNDER
MONEY LAUNDERING STATUTE.

Section 1956(c)(7) of title 18, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (E), by striking *‘; or
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (F), by striking the semi-
colon and inserting “‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(G) any act that is a criminal violation of
subparagraph (4), (B), (C), (D), (E), or (F) of
paragraph (1) of section 9(a) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1538(a)(1)), section
2203 of the African Elephant Conservation Act
(16 U.S.C. 4223), or section 7(a) of the Rhinoc-
eros and Tiger Conservation Act of 1994 (16
U.S.C. 5305a(a)), if the endangered or threat-
ened species of fish or wildlife, products, items,
or substances involved in the violation and rel-
evant conduct, as applicable, have a total value
of more than $10,000;.

Mr. ROYCE (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
dispense with the reading of the
amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentleman from California?

There was no objection.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

CONDEMNING IRAN’S PERSECU-
TION OF ITS BAHA’I MINORITY
AND CONTINUED VIOLATION OF
THE INTERNATIONAL COV-
ENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of the resolution (H.
Res. 220) condemning the Government
of Iran’s state-sponsored persecution of
its Baha’i minority and its continued
violation of the International Cov-
enants on Human Rights, and ask for
its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 220

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993,
1994, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, and
2013, Congress declared that it deplored the
religious persecution by the Government of
Iran of the Baha’i community and would
hold the Government of Iran responsible for
upholding the rights of all Iranian nationals,
including members of the Baha’i Faith;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2014 Report
stated, “The Baha’'i community, the largest
non-Muslim religious minority in Iran, long
has been subject to particularly severe reli-
gious freedom violations. The government
views Baha’is, who number at least 300,000,
as ‘heretics’ and consequently they face re-
pression on the grounds of apostasy.’’;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2014 Report
stated that ‘‘[s]lince 1979, authorities have
killed or executed more than 200 Baha’i lead-
ers, and more than 10,000 have been dis-
missed from government and university
jobs” and ‘‘[m]ore than 700 Baha’is have been
arbitrarily arrested since 2005°’;

Whereas the Department of State 2013
International Religious Freedom Report
stated that the Government of Iran ‘‘pro-
hibits Baha’is from teaching and practicing
their faith and subjects them to many forms
of discrimination not faced by members of
other religious groups’ and ‘‘since the 1979
Islamic Revolution, formally denies Baha’'i
students access to higher education’;

Whereas the Department of State 2013
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘“The government requires Baha’is to
register with the police,” and ‘“The govern-
ment raided Baha’i homes and businesses
and confiscated large amounts of private and
commercial property, as well as religious
materials.”;

Whereas the Department of State 2013
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘‘Baha’is are regularly denied com-
pensation for injury or criminal victimiza-
tion and the right to inherit property.’’;

Whereas, on August 27, 2014, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
issued a report (A/69/356), which stated, ‘‘The
human rights situation in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran remains of concern. Numerous
issues flagged by the General Assembly, the
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United Nations human rights mechanisms
and the Secretary-General persist, and in
some cases appear to have worsened, some
recent overtures made by the Administra-
tion and the parliament notwithstanding.”’;

Whereas, on December 18, 2014, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/69/190), which ‘‘[e]xpresse[d] deep
concern’ over ‘‘[c]lontinued discrimination,
persecution and human rights violations
against persons belonging to unrecognized
religious minorities, particularly members
of the Baha'’i [F]aith . . . and the effective
criminalization of membership in the Baha’i
[Flaith,” and called upon the Government of
Iran to ‘“‘emancipate the Baha’i community

and to accord all Baha’is, including
those imprisoned because of their beliefs, the
due process of law and the rights that they
are constitutionally guaranteed’’;

Whereas, since May of 2008, the Govern-
ment of Iran has imprisoned the seven mem-
bers of the former ad hoc leadership group of
the Baha’i community in Iran, known as the
Yaran-i-Iran, or ‘‘friends of Iran”—Mrs.
Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin
Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie,
Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet,
and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm—and these individ-
uals are serving 20-year prison terms, the
longest sentences given to any current pris-
oner of conscience in Iran, on charges includ-
ing ‘‘spying for Israel, insulting religious
sanctities, propaganda against the regime
and spreading corruption on earth’’;

Whereas, beginning in May 2011, officials of
the Government of Iran in 4 cities conducted
sweeping raids on the homes of dozens of in-
dividuals associated with the Baha’i Insti-
tute for Higher Education (BIHE) and ar-
rested and detained several educators associ-
ated with BIHE, and 12 BIHE educators are
now serving 4- or 5-year prison terms;

Whereas scores of Baha’i cemeteries have
been attacked, and, in April 2014, Revolu-
tionary Guards began excavating a Baha’'i
cemetery in Shiraz, which is the site of 950
graves;

Whereas the Baha'i International Commu-
nity reported that there has been a recent
surge in anti-Baha’i hate propaganda in Ira-
nian state-sponsored media outlets, noting
that, in 2010 and 2011, approximately 22 anti-
Baha'i articles were appearing every month,
and, in 2014, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 401 per month—18
times the previous level;

Whereas there are currently 100 Baha’is in
prison in Iran;

Whereas the Government of Iran is party
to the International Covenants on Human
Rights and is in violation of its obligations
under the Covenants; and

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010 (Public Law 111-195) authorizes the
President and the Secretary of State to im-
pose sanctions on individuals ‘‘responsible
for or complicit in, or responsible for order-
ing, controlling, or otherwise directing, the
commission of serious human rights abuses
against citizens of Iran or their family mem-
bers on or after June 12, 2009’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran’s
state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i mi-
nority and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the 7 imprisoned Baha’i
leaders, the 12 imprisoned Baha’i educators,
and all other prisoners held solely on ac-
count of their religion;

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of
State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
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ment of Iran’s continued violation of human
rights and demand the immediate release of
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and

(4) urges the President and Secretary of
State to utilize available authorities, includ-
ing the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Ac-
countability, and Divestment Act of 2010, to
impose sanctions on officials of the Govern-
ment of Iran and other individuals directly
responsible for serious human rights abuses,
including abuses against the Baha’i commu-
nity of Iran.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. ROYCE
Mr. ROYCE. I have an amendment to
the text of the resolution at the desk.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the amendment.
The Clerk read as follows:

Strike all after the resolved clause and in-
sert the following:

That the House of Representatives—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran’s
state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i mi-
nority and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the 7 imprisoned Baha’i
leaders, the 8 imprisoned Baha’i educators,
and all other prisoners held solely on ac-
count of their religion;

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of
State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human
rights and demand the immediate release of
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and

(4) urges the President and Secretary of
State to utilize available authorities, includ-
ing the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Ac-
countability, and Divestment Act of 2010, to
impose sanctions on officials of the Govern-
ment of Iran and other individuals directly
responsible for serious human rights abuses,
including abuses against the Baha’i commu-
nity of Iran.

Mr. ROYCE (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
dispense with the reading of the
amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The amendment was agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

AMENDMENT TO THE PREAMBLE OFFERED BY

MR. ROYCE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I have an
amendment to the preamble at the
desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing:

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993,
1994, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, and
2013, Congress declared that it deplored the
religious persecution by the Government of
Iran of the Baha’i community and would
hold the Government of Iran responsible for
upholding the rights of all Iranian nationals,
including members of the Baha’i Faith;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2014 Report
stated, ‘“The Baha’i community, the largest
non-Muslim religious minority in Iran, long
has been subject to particularly severe reli-
gious freedom violations. The government
views Baha’is, who number at least 300,000,
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as ‘heretics’ and consequently they face re-
pression on the grounds of apostasy.’’;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2014 Report
stated that ‘‘[s]lince 1979, authorities have
killed or executed more than 200 Baha’i lead-
ers, and more than 10,000 have been dis-
missed from government and university
jobs” and ‘“‘[m]ore than 700 Baha’is have been
arbitrarily arrested since 2005’;

Whereas the Department of State 2013
International Religious Freedom Report
stated that the Government of Iran ‘‘pro-
hibits Baha’is from teaching and practicing
their faith and subjects them to many forms
of discrimination not faced by members of
other religious groups’ and ‘‘since the 1979
Islamic Revolution, formally denies Baha’i
students access to higher education’’;

Whereas the Department of State 2013
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘“The government requires Baha’is to
register with the police,” and ‘“The govern-
ment raided Baha’i homes and businesses
and confiscated large amounts of private and
commercial property, as well as religious
materials.”;

Whereas the Department of State 2013
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘‘Baha’is are regularly denied com-
pensation for injury or criminal victimiza-
tion and the right to inherit property.’’;

Whereas, on August 27, 2014, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
issued a report (A/69/356), which stated, ‘‘The
human rights situation in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran remains of concern. Numerous
issues flagged by the General Assembly, the
United Nations human rights mechanisms
and the Secretary-General persist, and in
some cases appear to have worsened, some
recent overtures made by the Administra-
tion and the parliament notwithstanding.”’;

Whereas, on December 18, 2014, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/69/190), which ‘‘[e]xpresse[d] deep
concern” over ‘‘[clontinued discrimination,
persecution and human rights violations
against persons belonging to unrecognized
religious minorities, particularly members
of the Baha’i [Flaith . .. and the effective
criminalization of membership in the Baha’i
[Flaith,” and called upon the Government of
Iran to ‘‘emancipate the Baha’i community

and to accord all Baha’is, including
those imprisoned because of their beliefs, the
due process of law and the rights that they
are constitutionally guaranteed’’;

Whereas, since May of 2008, the Govern-
ment of Iran has imprisoned the seven mem-
bers of the former ad hoc leadership group of
the Baha’i community in Iran, known as the
Yaran-i-Iran, or ‘friends of Iran’—Mrs.
Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin
Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie,
Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet,
and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm—and these individ-
uals are serving 20-year prison terms, the
longest sentences given to any current pris-
oner of conscience in Iran, on charges includ-
ing ‘‘spying for Israel, insulting religious
sanctities, propaganda against the regime
and spreading corruption on earth’’;

Whereas, beginning in May 2011, officials of
the Government of Iran in 4 cities conducted
sweeping raids on the homes of dozens of in-
dividuals associated with the Baha’i Insti-
tute for Higher Education (BIHE) and ar-
rested and detained several educators associ-
ated with BIHE, and 8 BIHE educators are
now serving 4- or 5-year prison terms;

Whereas scores of Baha’i cemeteries have
been attacked, and, in April 2014, Revolu-
tionary Guards began excavating a Baha’'i
cemetery in Shiraz, which is the site of 950
graves;
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Whereas the Baha'i International Commu-
nity reported that there has been a recent
surge in anti-Baha’i hate propaganda in Ira-
nian state-sponsored media outlets, noting
that, in 2010 and 2011, approximately 22 anti-
Baha'’i articles were appearing every month,
and, in 2014, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 401 per month—18
times the previous level;

Whereas there are currently 60 Baha’is in
prison in Iran;

Whereas the Government of Iran is party
to the International Covenants on Human
Rights and is in violation of its obligations
under the Covenants; and

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010 (Public Law 111-195) authorizes the
President and the Secretary of State to im-
pose sanctions on individuals ‘‘responsible
for or complicit in, or responsible for order-
ing, controlling, or otherwise directing, the
commission of serious human rights abuses
against citizens of Iran or their family mem-
bers on or after June 12, 2009"’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Mr. ROYCE (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
dispense with the reading.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The amendment to the preamble was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

GAO CIVILIAN TASK AND DELIV-
ERY ORDER PROTEST AUTHOR-
ITY ACT OF 2016

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 5995) to
strike the sunset on certain provisions
relating to the authorized protest of a
task or delivery order under section
4106 of title 41, United States Code, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5995

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “GAO Civil-
ian Task and Delivery Order Protest Author-
ity Act of 2016”".

SEC. 2. ORDERS.

Section 4106(f) of title 41, United States
Code, is amended by striking paragraph (3).

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

———

IRANIAN LEADERSHIP ASSET
TRANSPARENCY ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
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which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous materials
on the bill (H.R. 5461) to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to submit a
report to the appropriate congressional
committees on the estimated total as-
sets under direct or indirect control by
certain senior Iranian leaders and
other figures, and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 876 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5461.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) to
preside over the Committee of the
Whole.

0 1505
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5461) to
require the Secretary of the Treasury
to submit a report to the appropriate
congressional committees on the esti-
mated total assets under direct or indi-
rect control by certain senior Iranian
leaders and other figures, and for other
purposes, with Mr. MCCLINTOCK in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. HEN-
SARLING) and the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MAXINE WATERS) each
will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, the Islamic Republic
of Iran is identified as both the world’s
foremost state sponsor of terrorism
and a country of primary money laun-
dering concern by the United States.
So the American people rightfully
question the wisdom behind the Obama
administration’s decision to hand Iran
$1.7 billion in cash as ransom for the
release of several hostages earlier this
year.

There are a lot of questions the
American people still have about this
cash payment and a lot of questions
the Obama administration has not an-
swered, but there are at least three
things that we do already know:

Number one, we know that cash is
the preferred currency of terrorists;

Number two, we know the Obama ad-
ministration’s payment to Iran was
structured in such a way that it makes
it easy for Iran to move that money
anywhere it wants for any purpose it
wants; and

Three, we know that much of Iran’s
terror activity is fueled by the vast
sums of personal wealth acquired by its
senior political and military leaders.
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Mr. Chairman, Iran’s economy is
characterized by high levels of official
corruption and substantial involve-
ment of its security forces, particu-
larly the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps and that nation’s business sec-
tor. Many members of Iran’s senior po-
litical and military leadership have ac-
quired significant personal and institu-
tional wealth by using their positions
to secure control over major portions
of the Iranian national economy. In
fact, it is estimated that Iran’s top po-
litical and military leaders control
one-third—one-third—of Iran’s econ-
omy through personal foundations in
which money from corruption is fun-
neled.

Because of this volatile mix of ter-
rorist financing, corruption, and
wealth, it is vitally important for the
United States to clearly understand
the assets held by Iran’s powerful mili-
tary and political elite. That is the
goal of this bipartisan bill that we are
discussing today offered by my col-
league, the gentleman from Maine (Mr.
POLIQUIN).

This bill, the Iranian Leadership
Asset Transparency Act, would require
the Treasury Secretary to develop and
post online a list estimating the funds
and assets held by senior Iranian polit-
ical and military leaders. Along with
this estimate would be a description of
how these officials acquired these as-
sets and how these assets are being de-
ployed. The report would be posted on
the Treasury Department’s Web site in
English, but also translated into the
three main languages used by the Ira-
nian people so that the people of Iran
may better understand the nature of
their economy and how corruption is
harming their fellow citizens.

Mr. Chairman, under this bill, the re-
port would also be in a form that is
easily understandable and accessible to
those in the financial or business sec-
tor who might be concerned about in-
advertently doing business with an Ira-
nian entity still covered by remaining
sanctions. The Iranian Government’s
tolerance of corruption limits realistic
opportunities for foreign and domestic
investment, particularly given the sig-
nificant involvement of its Revolu-
tionary Guard in many sectors of the
economy. This gives the Revolutionary
Guard and its leaders vast amounts of
funding to support terrorism at a time
when the average Iranian citizen earns
about $15,000 a year.

The report required under the Ira-
nian Leadership Asset Transparency
Act would cover about 80 individuals,
including Iran’s Supreme Leader,
President, the 12 members of Iran’s
Council of Guardians, the 42 members
of its Expediency Council, and roughly
two dozen senior military leaders. As I
mentioned, the bill requires an esti-
mate of the funds and assets held by
those individuals, mnot a precise
amount.

Further, the proposal allows Treas-
ury to separately furnish any sensitive
information to Congress in a classified
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