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Whereas the Baha’i International Commu-

nity reported that there has been a recent 
surge in anti-Baha’i hate propaganda in Ira-
nian state-sponsored media outlets, noting 
that, in 2010 and 2011, approximately 22 anti- 
Baha’i articles were appearing every month, 
and, in 2014, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 401 per month—18 
times the previous level; 

Whereas there are currently 60 Baha’is in 
prison in Iran; 

Whereas the Government of Iran is party 
to the International Covenants on Human 
Rights and is in violation of its obligations 
under the Covenants; and 

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 
2010 (Public Law 111–195) authorizes the 
President and the Secretary of State to im-
pose sanctions on individuals ‘‘responsible 
for or complicit in, or responsible for order-
ing, controlling, or otherwise directing, the 
commission of serious human rights abuses 
against citizens of Iran or their family mem-
bers on or after June 12, 2009’’: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Mr. ROYCE (during the reading). Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment to the preamble was 

agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

GAO CIVILIAN TASK AND DELIV-
ERY ORDER PROTEST AUTHOR-
ITY ACT OF 2016 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 5995) to 
strike the sunset on certain provisions 
relating to the authorized protest of a 
task or delivery order under section 
4106 of title 41, United States Code, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5995 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘GAO Civil-
ian Task and Delivery Order Protest Author-
ity Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. ORDERS. 

Section 4106(f) of title 41, United States 
Code, is amended by striking paragraph (3). 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

IRANIAN LEADERSHIP ASSET 
TRANSPARENCY ACT 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 

which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous materials 
on the bill (H.R. 5461) to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to submit a 
report to the appropriate congressional 
committees on the estimated total as-
sets under direct or indirect control by 
certain senior Iranian leaders and 
other figures, and for other purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 876 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5461. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) to 
preside over the Committee of the 
Whole. 

b 1505 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5461) to 
require the Secretary of the Treasury 
to submit a report to the appropriate 
congressional committees on the esti-
mated total assets under direct or indi-
rect control by certain senior Iranian 
leaders and other figures, and for other 
purposes, with Mr. MCCLINTOCK in the 
chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from Texas (Mr. HEN-

SARLING) and the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. MAXINE WATERS) each 
will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Chairman, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran is identified as both the world’s 
foremost state sponsor of terrorism 
and a country of primary money laun-
dering concern by the United States. 
So the American people rightfully 
question the wisdom behind the Obama 
administration’s decision to hand Iran 
$1.7 billion in cash as ransom for the 
release of several hostages earlier this 
year. 

There are a lot of questions the 
American people still have about this 
cash payment and a lot of questions 
the Obama administration has not an-
swered, but there are at least three 
things that we do already know: 

Number one, we know that cash is 
the preferred currency of terrorists; 

Number two, we know the Obama ad-
ministration’s payment to Iran was 
structured in such a way that it makes 
it easy for Iran to move that money 
anywhere it wants for any purpose it 
wants; and 

Three, we know that much of Iran’s 
terror activity is fueled by the vast 
sums of personal wealth acquired by its 
senior political and military leaders. 

Mr. Chairman, Iran’s economy is 
characterized by high levels of official 
corruption and substantial involve-
ment of its security forces, particu-
larly the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps and that nation’s business sec-
tor. Many members of Iran’s senior po-
litical and military leadership have ac-
quired significant personal and institu-
tional wealth by using their positions 
to secure control over major portions 
of the Iranian national economy. In 
fact, it is estimated that Iran’s top po-
litical and military leaders control 
one-third—one-third—of Iran’s econ-
omy through personal foundations in 
which money from corruption is fun-
neled. 

Because of this volatile mix of ter-
rorist financing, corruption, and 
wealth, it is vitally important for the 
United States to clearly understand 
the assets held by Iran’s powerful mili-
tary and political elite. That is the 
goal of this bipartisan bill that we are 
discussing today offered by my col-
league, the gentleman from Maine (Mr. 
POLIQUIN). 

This bill, the Iranian Leadership 
Asset Transparency Act, would require 
the Treasury Secretary to develop and 
post online a list estimating the funds 
and assets held by senior Iranian polit-
ical and military leaders. Along with 
this estimate would be a description of 
how these officials acquired these as-
sets and how these assets are being de-
ployed. The report would be posted on 
the Treasury Department’s Web site in 
English, but also translated into the 
three main languages used by the Ira-
nian people so that the people of Iran 
may better understand the nature of 
their economy and how corruption is 
harming their fellow citizens. 

Mr. Chairman, under this bill, the re-
port would also be in a form that is 
easily understandable and accessible to 
those in the financial or business sec-
tor who might be concerned about in-
advertently doing business with an Ira-
nian entity still covered by remaining 
sanctions. The Iranian Government’s 
tolerance of corruption limits realistic 
opportunities for foreign and domestic 
investment, particularly given the sig-
nificant involvement of its Revolu-
tionary Guard in many sectors of the 
economy. This gives the Revolutionary 
Guard and its leaders vast amounts of 
funding to support terrorism at a time 
when the average Iranian citizen earns 
about $15,000 a year. 

The report required under the Ira-
nian Leadership Asset Transparency 
Act would cover about 80 individuals, 
including Iran’s Supreme Leader, 
President, the 12 members of Iran’s 
Council of Guardians, the 42 members 
of its Expediency Council, and roughly 
two dozen senior military leaders. As I 
mentioned, the bill requires an esti-
mate of the funds and assets held by 
those individuals, not a precise 
amount. 

Further, the proposal allows Treas-
ury to separately furnish any sensitive 
information to Congress in a classified 
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