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Springs, Louisiana. I was gutting a
home, ripping out Sheetrock, tearing
out floors, throwing out furniture,
throwing out photo albums, appliances,
and family heirlooms. Mr. Speaker, I
did it in a home and literally stripped
out every foot of Sheetrock in the
house, from the floor to the ceiling and
ripped out all the floors. Everything in
the house was gutted down to the
studs.

This was a house where a woman,
who recently retired in June or July of
this year, was living. She has been liv-
ing there since the early 1970s. Never
has she had even a single foot of water
in her house or a single inch of water
in her house. Yet, on the floods that we
had in south Louisiana around August
11th, this home received over 6 feet of
water in the entire home, everything.

Outside the house, we stacked up
piles of debris from 6 to 8 feet high. I
call it debris, but in reality it was
memories. It was that woman’s life
that was piled up in the street. Every-
thing that she owned was thrown out.

Mr. Speaker, we had a storm that
was a 1,000-year event. We experienced
over 31 inches of rain in some of the
peak areas in 36 hours. To translate
that to snow, you are talking about 25
feet of snow. To my friends from the
North, that is what we experienced the
equivalent of in just 36 hours. This is
on track to be the fourth most costly
flood disaster in United States history,
and, again, it was a 1,000-year storm.

Now, this happened in south Lou-
isiana last month, but this could hap-
pen anywhere. Whether it is a snow-
storm, it is a blizzard, it is a tsunami,
it is an earthquake, it is a tornado or
it is a terrorist attack, it could happen
anywhere in this country.

Now, historically when these cata-
strophic events have happened, the
country has stepped up to provide as-
sistance. Whether it is September the
11th, Hurricane Sandy, Hurricane
Katrina or other disasters, the Nation
has stepped up whenever these disas-
ters have crossed over into -cata-
strophic territory.

In this instance, we have had over
100,000 homes and businesses flooded.
So that story I told about the home
that we went in and stripped and gut-
ted—one of many homes that we
worked in—you can multiply that same
exact scenario tens of thousands of
times over.

Now, in this particular case, this
house is probably worth $150,000,
maybe. It is probably going to cost
them $80,000 to rebuild the house to get
it back. It is going to cost them $30,000
to replace the car that they lost. It is
going to cost them $20,000 to replace
their clothes and contents of the house.

Because this home is in a flood-
plain—at the time when it was built, it
was not, but now it is—it is going to
probably cost them $100,000 to elevate
that concrete slab and lift it up to the
higher-base foot elevation. You can do
the math. You are talking about over
$200,000 just to get themselves back to
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where they were the day before this
storm.

I am going to say it again, Mr.
Speaker, this is happening in south
Louisiana. While the water has re-
ceded, their lives remain upside down,
and it is hundreds of thousands of
households.

This is a parochial issue to me. It is
my hometown. It is my community. It
is my neighbors. It is my relatives. But
the next disaster, whether it is next
week, next year, next month, next dec-
ade, it is going to be in your town. It is
going at your home. It is going to be
your relatives, your neighbors.

The American people need to know
that when we have a catastrophic dis-
aster like this, that the country is
there to offer a hand up. Let me lay
out this financial scenario. I talked
about the $200,00 for this one home-
owner, not including the other
businessowners and others that are af-
fected by this disaster. Because of HUD
rules and some of the rules put in place
by the mortgage companies, folks are
going to have to make a decision on
whether they are going to have their
home foreclosed upon or they are going
to try to get out of this financial pre-
dicament that they are in by the begin-
ning of November.

A $2.6 billion budget request has been
made to offer a hand up to these people
that rescued themselves, sheltered
themselves, cooked for themselves, and
gutted their own homes. Now is the
time for America to offer a hand up,
just like we have done in the past and
just like we need to let other Ameri-
cans know we are going to do for them
in the event of a crisis like this.

Mr. Speaker, lastly I want to say
this: This was somewhat unique in that
the Federal interstate held 6 feet of
water back, therefore, further inun-

dating people. The Comite River
project and other flood control
projects, which the Federal Govern-

ment failed to construct after 30 years,
and coastal land loss also contributed
to this flood disaster.

Now is the time for us to act. Novem-
ber, December timeframes are too late.
This needs to be part of our negotia-
tions right now to offer certainty and
to assure Americans in the future that
we are going to be there to offer them
a hand up.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 29
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.
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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

You fulfill Your promises day by day
and lead Your people to greatness. You
are the One who asks each of us to live
a life worthy of our calling.

By embracing the responsibilities of
our station in life, each of us is to per-
form our duties with humility, meek-
ness, and patience with the help of
Your grace. By bearing with one an-
other with understanding, we are to
make every effort to preserve the unity
we have been given by Your Divine
Providence and seek peace at every
turn of events.

On this day, bless the Members of
this people’s House with a surfeit of
grace, that good policy might emerge
to the benefit of our Nation. Also, on
this day, comfort all who mourn the
passing of one of our most beloved
House staffers, Jacqui Ellis. May she
rest in peace.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. ASHFORD) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ASHFORD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

RECOGNIZING THE VILLAGE OF
KEY BISCAYNE ON ITS 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in celebration of the 25th an-
niversary of one of Florida’s most
beautiful communities, the Village of
Key Biscayne.

Incorporated in 1991, this majestic
barrier island paradise is located be-
tween the Atlantic Ocean and Biscayne
Bay and is centered between two beau-
tiful parks to the north and the south.
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Although small in size, the Village of
Key Biscayne is a proud, tight-knit
community of islanders filled with a
mix of longtime locals, business lead-
ers, professionals, as well as inter-
national visitors and residents.

In celebration of its founding, the
city and its residents, or key rats as
they like to call themselves, will join
together this Saturday, September 24,
for the anniversary gala.

I am truly honored to represent this
south Florida treasure, and ask my
congressional colleagues to join me in
congratulating the Village of Key Bis-
cayne residents on this momentous oc-
casion. The Village of Key Biscayne, is-
land paradise, indeed.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
SODORO

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the exceptional life of
John Sodoro, a lifelong resident of my
hometown, Omaha, Nebraska.

John was a respected lawyer and a
loving father, grandfather, and hus-
band. Many in the community knew
him for his congenial personality and
compassion for his clients.

Before following his father’s foot-
steps in the legal profession, John
graduated from Creighton Prep, and
later, in true Omaha fashion, he earned
his undergraduate and law degree from
Creighton University.

Over the course of his career, John
made a difference in the lives of many,
successfully helping his clients through
a wide variety of difficult times. The
Omaha community has lost a great
man and true public servant. May his
work be remembered and his life al-
ways celebrated.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
the Sodoro family.

———

OUR NATION FACES AN INCREAS-
ING THREAT OF TERRORISM

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, the re-
cent attacks in New York, New Jersey,
and Minnesota all underscore the in-
creasing threat our Nation faces from
terrorism.

The House Homeland Security Com-
mittee just reported that already this
year, individuals have been arrested in
13 different States for some connection
to terrorism, and there have already
been 30 ISIS-linked plots in the United
States.

Mr. Speaker, as events in Paris and
Brussels demonstrate, this is not a
challenge we face alone. Across the
world, terrorism is on the rise.

Just this past weekend, an Indian
Army base near Pakistan was attacked
by heavily armed militants who killed
18 soldiers. Our two nations, the United
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States and India, have worked closely
to combat terrorism, and, more than
ever, we must increase those counter-
terrorism efforts with our partners in
India and elsewhere.

Mr. Speaker, we must be honest
about the evolving terror threat in
front of us and confront this challenge
with strong leadership and unwavering
resolve.

———
DEMS ARE THE FACTS

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, most modern busi-
nesses today use metrics to help them
establish best practices.

So I offer this chart based on the
published, peer-reviewed research of
two respected Princeton economists,
Dr. Blinder and Dr. Watson, that reveal
some very important metrics and
measures. It shows the annual growth
of the U.S. economy for each Presi-
dential term going all the way back to
World War II.

Democratic Presidents are in blue,
and Republicans are in red. So whether
it is 7% years where President Obama
outperforms the economy of his prede-
cessor or 70 years, as you can see, there
is a huge difference between how the
economy performs between a Repub-
lican v. a Democratic President.

In fact, going back 16 Presidential
terms, the economy does significantly
better by almost every measure under
Democratic administrations.

So, as President John Adams fa-
mously said: ‘‘Facts are stubborn
things; and whatever may be our . . .
inclinations . . . they cannot alter the
...facts. . .”

And the fact is, the blue, the Demo-
crats, do better than the Republicans
on the economy when a Democrat is
President.

———

CHAIRMAN RANDY FORBES HAS
MADE A DIFFERENCE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful that, in my
service, I began as a member of the
unique class of 2001. These were Mem-
bers elected in special elections that
year, including now-U.S. Senator JOHN
B00OZMAN, along with chairman of the
House Armed Services Subcommittee
on Seapower and Projection Forces,
RANDY FORBES, and chairman of the
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
JEFF MILLER, both of whom are com-
pleting their House service this year.

Since being elected to the House,
Chairman RANDY FORBES has been a
crucial member on the House Judiciary
Committee and the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, where he serves as the
chairman of the Subcommittee on
Seapower and Projection Forces. He
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also founded the Congressional Prayer
Caucus, promoting religious freedom
worldwide.

I have been privileged to work along
with Chairman RANDY FORBES during
our service in Congress. He is a true ad-
vocate for peace through strength and
has been a leading voice on defense and
national security issues. A Trump ad-
ministration would have a dynamic
Secretary of the Navy.

I am grateful for the successful serv-
ice of Chairman FORBES. He and his
wife, Shirley, have served the citizens
of Virginia’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict with honor, making a difference
for American families.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September 11th, in the
global war on terrorism.

Our sympathy to the people of India.

———

CONGRATULATING THE BUFFALO
NIAGARA RIVERKEEPER

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate the Buffalo Niagara
Riverkeeper, and its executive direc-
tor, Jill Jedlicka, winner of the Thiess
International Riverprize awarded by
the International River Foundation.

As Buffalo’s industrial economy
faded, we were left with a river so pol-
luted that the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency declared that the Buffalo
River was biologically dead and eco-
logically destroyed.

So western New Yorkers decided to
do something about it. They formed
the Friends of the Buffalo River, which
became the first organization to re-
ceive Federal authority and funding to
manage a remediation project in the
Great Lakes.

Now, thanks to the Riverkeeper, the
Buffalo River has come back to life,
with over $80 million in private invest-
ment as Buffalonians reclaim their
land at the water’s edge.

I congratulate the Riverkeeper on
this recognition, and I thank it for the
legacy it has left to our community,
one of the greatest environmental suc-
cess stories in Western New York’s his-
tory.

———
NOT ANOTHER DOLLAR TO IRAN

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the Prohib-
iting Future Ransom Payments to Iran
Act, the House’s legislative response to
the administration’s shady cash trans-
fer to the Iranian regime; a cash trans-
fer resulting in the release of American
hostages, which the administration de-
nies was a ransom but acknowledges
the cash was used as leverage. The
American people are much smarter
than that.
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