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There is $1 million to enable financ-

ing of $1.9 million in repatriation loans 
to U.S. citizens who are seeking to 
leave a Zika-affected area outside of 
the United States or who have been ex-
posed to or contracted Zika. 

As part of the global health pro-
grams, there is another $145 million to 
support the ability of infected coun-
tries to implement vector management 
and control programs to reduce the 
transmission of the virus. This is im-
portant because a lot of the cases we 
are seeing are coming from other coun-
tries. The virus has taken off in places 
like Brazil and other places, and when 
we have U.S. visitors to those places, 
ultimately what we are finding is that 
some people infected by Zika abroad 
are trying to come into the United 
States, even if they come in poten-
tially on a tourist visa or what have 
you. So part of this effort is to control 
it abroad so it doesn’t ultimately 
spread and reach here. 

There is a lot, as I said, that is com-
plex. There are a lot of funds available. 
The good news is that it is being tar-
geted in the right direction. The good 
news for Florida is that as the only 
State so far that has had a global 
transmission of Zika, we have included 
$15 million, which I think will be in-
credibly helpful for Florida. 

So I urge my colleagues—we have all 
come at this from a different perspec-
tive. There were a lot of other issues in 
play and a lot of political rhetoric sur-
rounding this, but I think we have 
reached the point where, at least when 
it comes to Zika, we can rally around 
the proposal that is before us. It is as 
good as we are going to get given the 
time constraints we face, and we have 
waited far too long. We cannot leave 
here on September 30, next week, with-
out moving something forward, and I 
think this gives us the best chance to 
get it done. 

I urge my colleagues to support it as 
we go into the new week, and I urge 
the House Members to look at this and 
rally around it. We have to take action 
on this once and for all. This gives us 
the best chance of success. 

I am cautiously optimistic that we 
are going to be able to get this done 
over here. I say ‘‘cautiously’’ because I 
want people at home to understand 
that this provision for Zika is part of a 
much bigger product that involves 
funding the Federal Government, and 
there are all sorts of other issues that 
are still being debated. 

As we heard the minority leader and 
others who have already spoken 
today—I read it in the press—they are 
not big fans of the proposal that is on 
the table. There are broader issues at 
play that could potentially derail Zika, 
issues that have nothing to do with 
Zika funding. There are other issues 
being debated that could derail funding 
for Zika that have nothing to do with 
Zika but involve some of these other 
issues associated with the funding of 
the government. 

This is important enough for us to 
move forward. I don’t think anyone 

wants to see a government shutdown, 
of course, but beyond that, I think we 
have to get moving on this funding. We 
have heard loud and clear that this has 
taken far too long. 

Let me say that if this money doesn’t 
start flowing—because I have been 
really hard on the administration 
about spending the money that is al-
ready available to them, but now I can 
tell you that money is slowly dwin-
dling. Here is the fact: If we don’t get 
something done over the next few days, 
the research on the vaccines and other 
things are going to stop and come to a 
grinding halt. 

If we want to save money on Zika, if 
we want to save money on this issue 
once and for all, develop a vaccine. 
That is what needs to happen. That 
can’t happen if the funding is being 
threatened or if the funding is not 
something they can count on to move 
forward. Also, these local governments 
and municipalities and the State of 
Florida have already expended signifi-
cant amounts of money to deal with 
this issue, including the mosquito con-
trol efforts. So that is important. 

These cases are going to happen 
whether we fund it or not. That is why 
I wanted us to do this in April and in 
May and June and in July. It took too 
long. Here is where we are now. Better 
late than never. Let’s get this done as 
soon as possible so that we can give as-
surance to our people back home that 
the Federal Government has stepped up 
and their elected representatives have 
done their job to deal with this issue 
once and for all. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
RUBIO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, today 
I rise to address an issue vital to the 
future of our country and to the future 
of our planet: climate change. 

When President Kennedy told the Na-
tion that we would land a man on the 
Moon by the end of the 1960s, he said: 

We choose to go to the moon in this decade 
and do other things, not because they are 
easy, but because they are hard . . . because 
that challenge is one that we are willing to 
accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, 
and one which we intend to win. 

It was an ambitious goal—one that 
many believed was beyond reach. The 
technology was not all in place. But on 
July 20, 1969, America and the entire 
world watched Neil Armstrong take 
one giant leap for mankind and become 
the first human to walk on the Moon. 
It was a powerful moment. We achieved 
President Kennedy’s vision. We accom-

plished the improbable. We accom-
plished what many people thought was 
impossible because America and the 
American people are known for over-
coming great challenges and achieving 
the impossible and because we set an 
ambitious goal that inspired us to push 
past the limits of what we had pre-
viously thought achievable. Now we 
have to do it again. 

But whether we are looking out to 
the Moon or out to the stars, we have 
to focus here on spaceship Earth and 
save our planet from catastrophic cli-
mate change. We have to move quickly 
because to save our planet—our beau-
tiful, blue-green planet—we have to 
keep it from warming more than 2 de-
grees Celsius, which is 3.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The planet has already 
warmed nearly 1 degree Celsius since 
we started burning fossil fuels, and we 
are running out of time. 

Moreover, despite growing attention 
and growing concern around the world, 
humankind’s production of global 
warming gas is still increasing rather 
than decreasing. We are in a race 
against time, and at this moment, we 
are losing that race. 

We need immediate, bold action. 
That is why in the upcoming months I 
will introduce a plan that challenges 
our Nation to transition to 100 percent 
clean and renewable energy by the year 
2050—a plan referred to as 100 by 50. 
The 100 by 50 plan will set a goal of 
having no more than 50 percent of our 
country’s energy come from fossil fuels 
by 2030 and a complete phaseout of en-
ergy from fossil fuels by the year 2050. 

There will be those who, as with 
President Kennedy’s challenge, will say 
that is beyond reach, but we already 
have in hand the vast majority of the 
technology needed to meet this chal-
lenge. We need market incentives that 
will dramatically accelerate the intro-
duction and deployment of these tech-
nologies. We need a continued effort to 
improve the affordability and effi-
ciency of these technologies. Like 
going to the Moon, this has to be a 
challenge that our generation is will-
ing to accept, unwilling to postpone, 
and that we intend to win. 

Climate change is here, and it is al-
ready having devastating impacts on 
our world. We can observe climate 
change in many different ways, 
through temperature readings of the 
planet, through the measuring of car-
bon dioxide which drives temperature 
increases, and we can see it through 
the changing, damaging facts on the 
ground, from glaciers to fire seasons, 
to droughts, to rising sea levels. 

Consider this. Since May of 2015, each 
and every month has set a new tem-
perature record—the hottest May of 
2015, hotter than any May ever re-
corded; June of 2015, hotter than any 
June ever recorded; July of 2015, hotter 
than any July ever recorded and so 
forth, 16 months in a row. As NASA has 
recently announced, August of this 
year, 2016, has tied July of this year, 
2016, as the hottest month ever re-
corded, not just the hottest July, not 
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just the hottest August, not just the 
hottest months of the year but the two 
hottest months ever recorded on our 
planet. To put that into context, global 
temperatures in August were almost a 
full degree Celsius above the 20th cen-
tury average, well on the way to reach-
ing that 2-degree threshold that sci-
entists refer to as a threshold for cata-
strophic consequences. It isn’t that 
catastrophic consequences start just 
when we reach 2 degrees. We can al-
ready see the facts on the ground, and 
we can already see the carbon dioxide 
that is driving temperature is con-
tinuing to rise steadily. 

We know carbon dioxide pollution 
that is spewing into the air from burn-
ing fossil fuels is driving those tem-
peratures. That is because, as we burn 
more fossil fuel and emit more carbon 
dioxide, the carbon dioxide traps the 
heat on our planet’s surface and global 
temperatures rise higher and higher. 
You can see that pattern going back 
hundreds and thousands of years. You 
can also see it just looking at the time 
from 1959 until now. 

We have increased substantially the 
amount of carbon dioxide from 320 
parts per million to now we have bro-
ken 400 parts per million. During that 
time, temperatures have risen steadily 
just copying that carbon dioxide level, 
just as it has over hundreds of thou-
sands of years before. 

What we also see is that in this black 
line, which are the carbon dioxide lev-
els, we see the slope is going upward, 
meaning that the rate of humankind 
pollution is increasing, not decreasing. 
Not so long ago, scientists said we 
must curtail the pollution of the planet 
at 350 parts per million. That is down 
here, 350 parts. We are no longer there. 
We passed that level quite a while ago 
in the late 1980s, and here we are at 400, 
steadily going up. 

So we see it in the temperatures, the 
hottest months ever on record for 16 
months in a row, we see it in the car-
bon dioxide, but we can see it wherever 
we travel in this country through the 
facts on the ground. 

Take my home State of Oregon. Our 
fire season is now 60 days longer than 
it was 40 years ago, with ever greater 
acreage being burned. Just this sum-
mer, we saw two wildfires—the Cherry 
Road and Rail Fires—burn more than 
100 square miles of land. Another exam-
ple, warmer winter months failing to 
kill the pine beetles, magnifying their 
destructive infestations. On the coast 
of Oregon, we see the rising acidity of 
the Pacific Ocean, the level 30 percent 
higher than it was before we started 
burning coal, gas, and oil 150 years ago. 
That was before the industrial revolu-
tion. It is making it much harder for 
the oyster to be able to reproduce and 
to form shells in those first few days of 
life. 

Now, we may wonder, what does 
ocean acidity have to do with global 
warming? Here is the situation. The 
carbon dioxide we are putting into the 
air—much of it is being absorbed by 

the ocean. The amount that is left is 
the amount you saw on the chart just 
a moment ago, but the amount the 
ocean absorbs becomes carbonic acid. 
The ocean is so vast, it is almost un-
imaginable that there could be enough 
carbon dioxide that we are putting into 
the air to be absorbed by the ocean to 
create carbonic acid to create this 
acidity level, but that is exactly what 
has happened. If the shells of our oys-
ters are being affected, what else is 
being affected in the food chain? For 
example, what about the impact on 
coral reefs? 

Obviously, it is not just Oregon that 
is feeling the impact. Every State we 
go to, we can find an impact of facts on 
the ground. We see communities all 
along the East Coast, from Key West 
and Miami to Wilmington, NC, Annap-
olis, New York, experiencing sunny-day 
flooding because of rising sea levels. 
We have watched the glaciers of Gla-
cier National Park dwindle from 150 in 
1910 to just 25 today. 

As with the pine beetles, warmer 
weather is great for ticks, and out-of- 
control tick populations are killing 
moose in Minnesota and New Hamp-
shire. The lobsters of Maine are moving 
north. That is not all. It is like the 10 
plagues in ancient Egypt—more dev-
astating droughts, more powerful 
floods, fiercer storms. It is a direct as-
sault on rural America, a direct assault 
on our fishing, forestry, and farming, 
and that matters. It matters for rural 
America and it matters for urban 
America. 

Our Earth is changing at lightning 
speed right before our eyes. We can 
evaluate this change through tempera-
ture records. We can evaluate it 
through the recording of carbon diox-
ide levels. We can evaluate it through 
the facts on the ground, and it is all 
going to get much worse, year by year. 

So there is no time to wait. To save 
our planet, we must move quickly. We 
must move forward to end the burning 
of fossil fuels and to do so in a short 
period of time. We must completely 
transform our energy system. 

In the first half of 2016, roughly 60 
percent of our Nation’s total energy 
output came from burning fossil fuel. 
The good news there is, we already 
have made a significant reduction, if 
you will, of the total energy picture. 
There is a lot of clean and renewable 
energy we are producing, but we have 
so much further to go. 

On these bar charts, what we are see-
ing in red is the amount of energy in 
different sectors: residential, commer-
cial, industrial, and transportation in 
the generation of electricity. The red is 
what is being produced by fossil fuels, 
and the green represents what is being 
produced by clean or renewable energy. 
These red bars have to go. We need to 
transform them completely and do so 
to the green bar, renewable and clean 
energy, by 2050. 

This goal is achievable, but it is 
going to take enormous political cour-
age. Those vested deeply in the fossil 

fuel economy will—for their personal 
profit, their company’s profit—try to 
hold on to the fossil fuel energy econ-
omy. It will not matter to them that 
they are destroying the planet, but it 
should certainly matter to every single 
Senator who serves in the U.S. Senate 
and every Member of the House. We are 
responsible. We are responsible to take 
on this challenge. 

The first thing we should do, because 
it is a fabulously effective tool, is put 
a fee on carbon. A fee on carbon drives 
our economy to eliminate carbon in 
the most cost-effective ways, 
unleashing a torrent of technology, the 
development of technology in the best 
possible, cost-effective way to turn 
these red bars into green bars. 

We have seen this work before. We 
applied this strategy to sulfur dioxide, 
and the result was that with less ex-
pense and less time than anyone imag-
ined, we were able to tackle that prob-
lem, and what works for sulfur dioxide 
works for carbon dioxide. The impact 
on the price of carbon will be imme-
diate and substantial. One of the rea-
sons is, we already have significant, 
powerful technologies that will be mo-
bilized by such a carbon fee. 

Let’s examine some of the major en-
ergy sectors, starting with electricity. 
The potential electricity we could gen-
erate in the United States from just 
wind and solar is over 120 times the 
amount of electricity currently gen-
erated from fossil fuels. This is the 
amount of energy currently generated 
in electricity from fossil fuels. This 
large green sphere is the potential en-
ergy—the theoretical potential en-
ergy—from solar and wind. So we have 
a lot to work with. 

Here is more good news. Solar and 
wind energy has grown increasingly af-
fordable in recent years. For instance, 
photovoltaic solar panels produced 
electricity at 39 cents per kilowatt 
hour in 2009. That is up here. In 2014, it 
was 8 cents per kilowatt hour, an al-
most fivefold reduction. We see in com-
munities and cities all across the coun-
try, businesses and homes with solar 
panels on their rooftops. We start to 
see businesses putting up arrays, not 
just on rooftops but sometimes in their 
yards. Those declining costs matter. If 
you put a carbon fee on top of it, you 
drive that deployment. 

Over the same period, the cost of 
wind was cut by more than half, from 
14 cents per kilowatt hour to 6 cents 
per kilowatt hour. In the 2 years since 
the 2014 numbers, the story has contin-
ued to be one of declining costs. Those 
declining costs, together with Federal 
tax credits, have resulted in a rapid 
growth in wind and solar energy de-
ployment. 

Let’s take a look at the solar side. 
We have on the red line the declining 
cost per kilowatt hour of solar energy 
and on the blue bars the increasing de-
ployment of solar energy. That is pret-
ty dramatic, rapid drops in costs, rapid 
increase in deployment. 
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We see the same thing in wind. On 

wind power, we see declining costs oc-
curring here, and we see increased de-
ployment since the year 2000. In the 
early 2000s, I was traveling the State, 
talking to folks interested in running 
for the Oregon State Legislature. In 
the very first trip I took, I was trav-
eling in the area and saw the first big 
wind turbines being deployed on the 
plateau east of the Cascades. Then 6 
months later, 1 year later, 2 years 
later, there was a huge increase in de-
ployment of wind turbines, mimicking 
what we see on this chart right here. 

Here is a fascinating number. In the 
first quarter—this is the first 3 months 
of this year—96 percent of the new elec-
tricity-generating capacity has come 
from wind and solar. That is a stunning 
number. Most people think the new 
generation capacity is coming from 
natural gas because it has dropped so 
much in cost, but 96 percent in the first 
3 months of this year came from wind 
and solar. 

If we make a national commitment 
to these and other clean, renewable 
sources, such as geothermal and wave 
energy, we can absolutely achieve 100 
percent green electrons—clean, renew-
able electrons by 2050, eliminating fos-
sil fuels in the generation of elec-
tricity. 

This decision is not without chal-
lenges, just as the journey to the Moon 
was not without challenges. Most sig-
nificantly, we have to match the sup-
ply of the variable solar and wind en-
ergy to the demand for electricity. As 
we know, for solar and wind to gen-
erate electricity, the Sun has to shine 
and the wind has to blow, but there are 
a number of ways we can tackle this 
challenge. 

One answer is to shift demand 
through peak load pricing, encouraging 
consumers, for example, to shift flexi-
ble consumption, such as drying your 
clothes, to match the supply. We 
change the time of day we use our 
dryer. Another possibility is to in-
crease the grid of electricity from one 
region where there is excess supply to 
another region where there is excess 
demand. A third answer is to store 
electricity, which can be accomplished 
through quite a variety of tech-
nologies. To name a few, you can store 
energy in a liquid salt solution at high- 
temperature solar projects. You can 
use pump storage, where you pump 
water up a hill and then you run it 
back down through turbines. You can 
use battery storage. By investing in 
these strategies, the elimination of fos-
sil fuels in the generation of electricity 
is within our grasp. 

Let’s turn to transportation. Fossil 
fuels have dominated the transpor-
tation sector for a century, but that is 
changing. One change is the greater de-
ployment and use of mass transit, light 
rail, streetcars, bicycles, and pedes-
trian transit. These investments get 
people out of fossil fuel cars. That 
trend continues, and we should encour-
age it. 

Another strategy is electrify the cars 
themselves. We have seen tremendous 
progress in the electric car market 
thanks to falling prices and growing 
consumer demand. Today there are ap-
proximately 500,000 plug-in vehicles 
driving on our roads. You can see how 
that really started in 2010, and here we 
are 6 years later at half a million cars, 
with a steady upward growth. Electric 
vehicles are far more viable today than 
they were in 2010 because the most ex-
pensive component of an electric vehi-
cle is the battery, and the price of bat-
teries—lithium ion batteries—has been 
plunging, dropping fourfold since 2008 
to less than $300 per kilowatt hour. 

We have also seen other parts of the 
transportation industry adopt elec-
tricity into their fleets. Mack Trucks, 
for example, has developed an electric 
hybrid garbage truck. Proterra, an in-
novator in heavy-duty electric trans-
port, recently unveiled an electric bus 
that can travel 350 miles on a single 
charge. They are developing a re-
charging capacity that can recharge a 
bus faster than you can put diesel into 
a diesel bus tank. 

What about aviation? How do we 
transition our airlines from fossil 
fuels? Well, biofuels are a piece of the 
puzzle. United Airlines has started 
using a mixture of 30 percent biofuel 
and 70 percent traditional jet fuel for 
flights from Los Angeles to San Fran-
cisco. JetBlue just announced a 10-year 
contract to buy 350 million gallons of 
renewable biofuels to mix into its fuel 
supply. That will account for about 20 
percent of its annual fuel use at Ken-
nedy International Airport. Other air-
lines, including Lufthansa and Virgin 
Atlantic, are embracing biofuels. 

Let’s think a little bit about long- 
haul trucking, which currently runs 
virtually universally on diesel. It is a 
big challenge. Biodiesel can play a role 
here, as it does in aviation. A few years 
ago, Poland Springs switched to a 5- 
percent biodiesel blend for its fleet of 
tractor trailers and tanker trucks. The 
company estimates that not only did it 
reduce its annual carbon emissions by 
1.8 million pounds in the first 2 years, 
but it saved about $70,000 in fuel costs. 
That is a pretty substantial incentive. 

As more and more firms seek to re-
place fossil diesel with biodiesel, pro-
duction has surged, increasing from 343 
million gallons in 2010 to 1.2 billion gal-
lons in 2014. But while the production 
and use of biodiesel is growing, we 
don’t anticipate that it will be a com-
plete answer. The production of biofuel 
has challenges of its own, including a 
potential disruption of food agri-
culture. 

We have to keep developing and look-
ing at a variety of technologies, pos-
sibly including, for example, the devel-
opment of hydrogen fuel cells. Nikola 
Motor, an electric truck startup in 
Salt Lake City, announced plans at the 
end of last month for its upcoming 
Nikola One big rigs to run on custom- 
made hydrogen electric fuel cells. 
These trucks are going to be designed 

to travel 1,200 miles between hydrogen 
fill-ups. 

If hydrogen does become viable along 
established routes for trucking, we will 
need to generate a lot of hydrogen, and 
we can do that from electricity, put-
ting the green electrons to work in this 
challenge and establishing a fuel de-
ployment infrastructure. 

What about residential and commer-
cial heating? About one-fifth of all nat-
ural gas is used to heat homes and 
water in residences. Both of these ob-
jectives can be accomplished through 
electrification. The good news here is 
that heat pumps, powered by green 
electrons, can be cost-competitive with 
gas heating in most climates, even at 
today’s very low natural gas prices. 

Replacing the use of natural gas in 
the commercial and industrial sectors 
will be more challenging, especially in-
dustrial manufacturing. Electrification 
will help. Conservation will help. They 
will be part of the solution. In some 
cases, there may not be a solution. 
There may not be a viable answer. We 
will need to employ carbon offsets to 
reach net zero generation of carbon di-
oxide from the burning of fossil fuels. 

So there are pieces of this puzzle we 
will have to figure out. Just as our 
predecessors in the space program did 
not have all of the answers when they 
set out on a mission to put a man on 
the Moon, we don’t have all of the an-
swers now, but we have a lot. With the 
diligence and determination that has 
characterized the American spirit, we 
will find more answers and we can 
reach these goals. 

We have so much of the technology 
in hand to propel ourselves into the 
100-by-50 vision, but we need political 
courage. We need commitment as a na-
tion. We need to take responsibility be-
cause we are the first generation feel-
ing the impact of the disruptive rav-
ages of climate change, and we are the 
last generation that can do something 
about it. And we do so, driving a rapid 
transition from a fossil fuel-based en-
ergy economy to a clean renewable 
one. 

One thing is certain: It is going to 
mean a lot of new jobs. That is pretty 
exciting. There is going to be a lot of 
innovation. That is pretty exciting. Al-
ready more than 2.5 million Americans 
go off to work every day in the clean 
and renewable energy industry. Some 
414,000 are employed in renewable gen-
eration, such as solar and wind. In just 
the past 6 years, the solar industry 
alone has added 115,000 jobs. Another 
170,000 are employed in advanced vehi-
cles, working to move the automotive 
industry further toward hybrid and 
electric vehicle technology. Imagine 
how many more jobs we will create if 
we truly commit and invest in clean 
and renewable technologies. Imagine 
what a boon it will be to our economy 
to be the leader in these industries, 
selling and exporting the technology 
and the products that we develop 
around the world. 

As we head into this exciting fron-
tier, we have an obligation to do right 
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by all the American workers, the men 
and women who rely on jobs in fossil 
fuel industries to provide for their fam-
ilies. We need to make sure they have 
the support and the training and the 
help to transition to work in the new 
industries. We need to make sure no 
worker in the fossil fuel world is left 
behind. 

These are the basic elements of the 
100-by-50 plan I will be introducing to 
move our country from fossil fuel to 
clean renewable energy: 

One. Adopt a price on carbon to put 
our markets to work on this mission. 

Two. Utilize energy conservation— 
virtually always the most cost-effec-
tive strategy. 

Three. Convert all electricity genera-
tion from fossil fuel electrons to green 
electrons. 

Four. Shift as many uses as possible 
from the fossil fuel energy world to the 
electric energy world, including var-
ious applications in transportation and 
home and business heating. 

Five. Sustain substantial invest-
ments in research and development to 
improve current technologies and de-
velop new ones. 

Finally, for the most difficult chal-
lenges, we may consider utilizing care-
fully constructed carbon offsets to 
reach net zero fossil fuels. 

Fellow citizens, colleagues here in 
the Chamber, we need a bold plan to 
save our beautiful, blue-green planet 
from the ravages of global warming. 
This 100-by-50 is that plan—completely 
overhauling our energy system over 
the next three and a half decades, 
eliminating carbon dioxide from the 
burning of fossil fuels by 2050. 

By leading this fight, America will 
benefit from all of the technological in-
novation it generates. By leading this 
fight, America will generate good-pay-
ing jobs. By leading this fight, America 
will have the moral standing to pull to-
gether the nations of the world onto a 
parallel path. America must lead this 
charge. We are the only Nation that 
can. We have the best scientific and 
technical minds in the world. 

The American people have the cour-
age to take on big challenges. By lead-
ing this fight, America will bring to-
gether the nations of the world. Work-
ing together, we will save our planet. 
The world needs to act, and to act now, 
to tackle the devastating impacts of 
climate change. It cannot wait. But 
they will need our example—a national 
commitment to revolutionizing our en-
ergy sector to spur them to action, to 
set an example, to work in cooperation. 

Daniel Burnham, the great American 
architect, once said: 

Make no little plans; they have no magic 
to stir men’s blood and probably will them-
selves not be realized. Make big plans; aim 
high in hope and work. 

We need to stir our blood and our 
hearts and our minds and our souls to 
this great challenge. We need to do ev-
erything in our power, utilizing every 
tool at our disposal. We are in a very 
real race against time, and it is a race 

in which we are behind but a race we 
must not lose. That is our responsi-
bility. That is our moral obligation to 
our children and their children and 
their children’s children. 

Some will say this can’t be done, but 
I say to them and I say to you: Do not 
bet against America. We conquered the 
electron and harnessed electricity. We 
beat gravity to soar above the clouds. 
We cured diseases, invented the tele-
phone, the television, and the Internet. 
When President Kennedy called us into 
action, we, America, traveled to the 
Moon. When we commit ourselves, 
there is nothing American ingenuity 
cannot accomplish. We will find the an-
swers. We will achieve the impossible. 
At this moment, let’s embrace the ur-
gency of this mission and determine to 
act immediately and to act boldly. 

Fellow Americans, colleagues, let’s 
join together and set ourselves and our 
Nation and, through our leadership, 
the world’s community of nations on a 
course to make this giant leap for man-
kind. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-

SIDY). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII, 
the pending cloture motions with re-
spect to H.R. 5325 not ripen until 2:15 
p.m., on Tuesday, September 27; I fur-
ther ask that if cloture is invoked on 
the substitute amendment, cloture be 
considered to have been invoked at 6 
p.m., on Monday, September 26. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. COATS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICAN RED CROSS, NORTH-
ERN NEVADA CHAPTER AND 
SOUTHERN NEVADA CHAPTER 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 100th anniversary 
of the American Red Cross, Northern 
and Southern Nevada Chapters. 

The Northern and Southern Nevada 
Chapters of the American Red Cross 
were established during World War I, 
when a small group of women came to-

gether to knit sweaters, socks, and 
caps for troops overseas. Since then, 
the American Red Cross in Nevada has 
provided invaluable support and serv-
ices to those in need. For instance, dur-
ing the Great Depression, the Amer-
ican Red Cross provided temporary 
housing, nutritious meals, and clean 
drinking water. The American Red 
Cross also provided disaster relief after 
the 1999 Clark County flood that caused 
extensive property damage. 

For 100 years, the American Red 
Cross in Nevada has served numerous 
people in our community, Nation, and 
throughout the world. Today 650 volun-
teers facilitate essential programs for 
Nevadans, including services for the 
Armed Forces, community prepared-
ness training, youth services, and 
international programs to reconnect 
families. Through these programs, the 
American Red Cross transforms the 
lives of individuals and families across 
the Silver State. 

The American Red Cross in Nevada 
has made many noteworthy contribu-
tions to our community. Its services 
ensure that Nevadans receive relief 
during their most difficult times. The 
American Red Cross’s work is appre-
ciated and admired, and I wish them 
continued success. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LAS 
VEGAS NATURAL HISTORY MU-
SEUM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 25th anniversary 
of the Las Vegas Natural History Mu-
seum. For a quarter century, the mu-
seum has inspired curiosity, apprecia-
tion, and responsibility for the natural 
world and its resources. It is my great 
pleasure to recognize the institution, 
its employees, and its board members 
before the U.S. Senate today. 

The Las Vegas Natural History Mu-
seum began as a culmination of efforts 
by dedicated Nevadans, including exec-
utive director and founder Marilyn Gil-
lespie, to protect the State’s collection 
of wildlife and prehistoric exhibits. 
Through cooperation with the Las 
Vegas City Council and partnerships 
within the Las Vegas area, the museum 
was soon able to officially open its 
doors to visitors in 1991. Since then, 
the museum has expanded to include a 
multibillion dollar collection of re-
gional and global artifacts, as well as a 
variety of interactive scientific exhib-
its and educational resources. In 2002, 
the Smithsonian Institution granted 
affiliate membership to the Las Vegas 
Natural History Museum, further en-
hancing its exhibits and impact on visi-
tors. 

Early collaborations within the Las 
Vegas area provided the framework for 
a history of community engagement 
that continues to define the institution 
to this day. Last year, more than 23,000 
educational tours were provided to stu-
dents from Clark County, each of 
which were designed to meet State edu-
cational requirements. The museum 
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