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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, November 14, 2016, at 2 p.m. 

Senate 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2016 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, You sustain us with 

Your unfailing love, for Your faithful-
ness reaches beyond the clouds. Use 
our Senators to accomplish Your pur-
poses in our Nation and world. May 
they tackle the complex challenges of 
our times with the confidence that 
Your providence will prevail. Train 
them in the school of humility so that 
they will walk safely without stum-
bling. May they remember that humil-
ity precedes honor. 

Lord, bless and protect America, 
making it a land that provides free-
dom’s lamp to our world. Incline each 
citizen to hear Your words of truth and 
to apply his or her heart to knowledge. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BAR-
RASSO). The Democratic leader is rec-
ognized. 

THE REPUBLICAN CONGRESS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, in this Re-

publican Congress—especially as we 
head out for yet another unearned re-
cess—I feel compelled to comment on 
how Republicans have treated the 
President of the United States during 
the last 8 years. 

History will look back and note that 
the Republicans in Congress treated 
President Obama with unprecedented 
disrespect. No one expected them to 
agree with everything that he did or 
tried to do, but Americans deserve bet-
ter than the way Republicans behaved 
toward President Obama. 

A day or two after President Obama 
was elected the first time, Republicans 
met here in Washington—all the Re-
publican big names—and they came to 
two conclusions. No. 1, Obama would 
not be reelected. They failed on that 
one quite miserably. But No. 2, they 
would oppose everything that Presi-
dent Obama tried to do, and they have 
stuck by that without any question. 

America would be better off with a 
responsible opposition party that found 
a way to make its differences with 
President Obama clear without treat-
ing him with such contempt. But, 
sadly, that is not what they saw from 
Republicans over the past 8 years. 

President Obama is the first Presi-
dent to be denied a hearing on his 
budget. He is the first President to be 
denied a hearing on a Supreme Court 
nominee. President Obama is the first 
President to be asked to show his birth 
certificate. President Obama is the 
first President who has faced over 500 
filibusters here in the Senate. In this 
Republican Senate, President Obama 

will see fewer nominations confirmed 
than any President in many, many dec-
ades. 

Republicans have not done their 
basic work of government, and they 
have not stood by their commitments 
to restore regular order or to pass a 
budget. 

Republicans have spent their time 
doing everything in their power to dis-
credit President Obama and empower 
Donald Trump. That is not a legacy 
that any Senator should be proud of. 

I listened to public radio this morn-
ing, and the Arizona Republic, from the 
big city of Phoenix, right next to Ne-
vada, for the first time in its history of 
more than 120 years—for the first time 
in its history—endorsed a Democratic 
Presidential nominee. It had never 
been done before. It is a Republican 
newspaper. I listened to the editor of 
the newspaper on the radio this morn-
ing saying they couldn’t. Why? Because 
of Donald Trump. 

The legacy of Donald Trump should 
not be anything the Republicans are 
proud of. The only thing Republicans 
have done this year was to prove that 
they are the party of Trump. They are 
the party of Trump. They say they are 
not the party of Trump, but they are. 
They would have us believe that Trump 
just fell out of the sky and somehow 
mysteriously became the nominee of 
the party, but that is not the way it is. 

Everything he has said, stood for, 
done in this bizarre campaign he has 
run has come, filtered up, from what 
has gone on here in the Republican 
Senate—disagreeing with everything— 
anything—President Obama wanted. 
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They filibustered things they agreed 
with just to slow things down. 

Trump is no anomaly. He is the mon-
ster the Republicans built. He is their 
Frankenstein monster. They own him. 

All we have to do to see that the Re-
publicans are the party of Trump is to 
look at the way they have treated 
President Obama. He is a good man, a 
good family man. He has a great edu-
cation. He is a good communicator. He 
has written two best-selling books. Ev-
eryone knows he can communicate 
orally. He deserved better than the un-
precedented disrespect the Republicans 
have shown toward him. 

America, which twice elected Barack 
Obama to be its President, deserves 
better—much, much better. It is a 
shame what has not been done, and it 
is a shame what has been done. 

Mr. President, I note that my friend 
the Republican leader is not here. I will 
suggest the absence of a quorum, and 
the Chair can announce the business of 
the day following his appearance here. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—H.R. 954 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk that is 
due for a second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 954) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt from the indi-
vidual mandate certain individuals who had 
coverage under a terminated qualified health 
plan funded through the Consumer Operated 
and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) program. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, in order 
to place the bill on the calendar under 
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to 
further proceedings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar. 

TRIBUTE TO DALLAS POLICE 
CHIEF DAVID BROWN 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I want 
to start today by offering a word of 
gratitude to retiring Dallas police chief 
David Brown, who will retire from his 
long career of public service this Tues-
day. 

Chief Brown became the face of a ter-
rible tragedy that occurred in Texas a 
few weeks ago when five police officers 
were gunned down in cold blood. 
Frankly, I had many colleagues and 
other people whom I have run into ask 
me about him because he made such a 
positive impression with his calmness 
under difficult circumstances and his 
leadership qualities. 

The incident occurred last July when 
12 law enforcement officers were shot, 
and 5 were killed. I remember attend-
ing the memorial service with Presi-
dent Obama and the First Lady, as well 
as President George W. Bush and Laura 
Bush, and the chief spoke then along 
with Mayor Rawlings. I can’t tell you 
how grateful I am that, at a time when 
people think Washington has lost its 
way, we still have strong, articulate, 
compassionate leaders like Chief 
Brown and Mayor Rawlings. 

Chief Brown is retiring after 33 years 
of service to the Dallas police force. As 
a result of the attention he got from 
all of the publicity surrounding this 
terrible tragedy in July, the chief be-
came a little bit of a folk hero, I guess, 
and people began to listen to what he 
had to say about a lot of different 
things. One of the things he would like 
to say is ‘‘Dallas loves.’’ He made that 
a bit of a rallying cry following the at-
tack. His actions in the aftermath of 
that tragedy certainly demonstrated 
his belief in that statement. 

Of course, while many Americans 
know Chief Brown from his leadership 
during the shooting in July, Dallasites 
have benefited from his service for a 
long time. He grew up in Oak Cliff in 
southwest Dallas and has been on the 
Dallas police force for the last 33 years. 
I know the people of Dallas will miss 
his leadership and hearing him sing a 
little Stevie Wonder from time to time. 

I want to express my gratitude and 
thanks to Chief Brown and wish him 
well in the next chapter of his life. 

f 

CONTINUING RESOLUTION AND 
SENATE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, yester-
day we finally were able to move legis-
lation forward that would keep the 
lights on here in Washington, at least 
until December, and provided very im-
portant relief that I want to empha-
size. 

There is flood relief for States like 
Texas, but not just Texas—Maryland, 
West Virginia, Louisiana, and Iowa, all 
of which will benefit from the flood re-
lief that is provided for in this con-
tinuing resolution that was passed yes-
terday and was passed by the House as 
well. 

More importantly, perhaps, is the 
support for veterans programs and 
military construction. It is important 
that we pass legislation to meet our re-
sponsibilities to support our men and 
women in uniform wherever they may 
be serving, whether here at home or 
abroad. 

Thanks to the leadership of the Sen-
ator from Ohio and the Senator from 
New Hampshire, we passed legislation 
that will provide additional funds to 
deal with the opioid epidemic that is 
ravaging many parts of our country. As 
a medical doctor, the Presiding Officer 
knows that people unfortunately get 
hooked on opioid prescription drugs. 
Frequently, when that runs out, they 
often opt for cheaper, more plentiful 
heroin, which, when mixed with other 
ingredients such as fentanyl, makes it 
even more deadly and more likely that 
they will overdose with the use of this 
heroin laced with fentanyl. We have 
provided additional funds in this con-
tinuing resolution to deal with that. 

Finally, but very significantly, we 
also were able to break the impasse 
over funding for Zika. As we have come 
to learn, Zika is a mosquito-borne 
virus that has the potential of causing 
terrible birth defects in children. We 
have seen pictures of children with 
shrunken skulls from the microcephaly 
caused by this terrible mosquito-borne 
virus. 

We had been trying since last May to 
get that Zika funding done. For some 
reason, even though the amount of the 
funding, $1.1 billion, was agreed upon, 
our Democratic colleagues wouldn’t 
take yes for an answer. Finally, yester-
day, they decided to give up their fili-
buster and allow this legislation and 
this important funding to be done. My 
point is that we could have done this a 
long time ago. In fact, we wouldn’t 
have had to pass the continuing resolu-
tion taking us over to December—just 
10 weeks from now, when we will have 
to start all over again—if it weren’t for 
the obstructionism and filibustering of 
our Democratic colleagues. 

Of course, the cause of this is a fight 
over Federal spending. We know there 
are caps on discretionary spending, and 
many of our Members, myself included, 
have become very concerned in this 
very dangerous world we live in that 
we have shortchanged our military and 
our national security support. So in 
order to get additional spending for our 
troops abroad and at home and to 
make sure that we are prepared for the 
next threat to our country, we in-
creased spending for the Department of 
Defense, but the costs of doing that 
were increases in nondefense discre-
tionary spending. Thus we get back 
into the same old fight, which unfortu-
nately has left us $19 trillion in debt, 
where spending is simply out of con-
trol. 

That is the reason we ended up in 
this posture. It is highly regrettable. 
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Nobody would have chosen this—cer-
tainly I wouldn’t have—as a first op-
tion. Now we are going to be con-
fronted with the responsibility in De-
cember of passing appropriations bills 
that will take us through the next 
year, through the end of the fiscal 
year. So we have this resolution taken 
care of. It is behind us now, and that 
looms large ahead of us. 

I want to mention some of the good 
work being done in Texas by folks like 
the Harris County Mosquito & Vector 
Control unit. A few weeks ago, I had a 
chance to go on the rounds with them 
and set some of the traps for various 
mosquitoes. 

Actually, I got this idea from listen-
ing to Mike Rowe, who has this ‘‘Dirty 
Jobs’’ series, and I noticed one of them 
happened to be mosquito control. It oc-
curred to me that maybe there was 
something for me to learn about how 
local leaders like those in Harris Coun-
ty identify these mosquitoes that bear 
this Zika virus and how they deal with 
it. I got a firsthand look at how much 
work it takes for our local public 
health officials to protect our commu-
nities from mosquito-borne viruses. 

It is not just about Zika. It is also 
about the West Nile virus, which unfor-
tunately has taken the lives of some 
Texans in the past, as well as other dis-
eases such as dengue fever. The Pre-
siding Officer knows all of them. 

Our folks at the local level do have 
their work cut out for them. They trap 
these mosquitoes every day to test 
them for the virus, and they spend a 
lot of time educating the public about 
how to better protect themselves. I 
walked around with them, and they 
pointed out places where water has 
been pooled in old tires or in swimming 
pools in the backyard or perhaps bird-
baths or other places where mosqui-
toes, if they are given an opportunity, 
will simply breed. 

This is one way, by being better edu-
cated, that people can help protect 
themselves from these mosquito-borne 
viruses by eliminating the breeding 
ground for these mosquitoes. If you are 
a woman of childbearing age, being 
able to dress appropriately, spray your-
self with mosquito repellant, and oth-
erwise help yourself while we are wait-
ing for the Federal Government to live 
up to its responsibility to provide the 
funds, which now we have finally done, 
would help. 

It became clear to me in our visits to 
Houston that our local officials need 
more help. More specifically, what 
they need is the research that will lead 
to a vaccine. We went through this ex-
perience in another context with the 
Ebola virus not that long ago. It is im-
portant that our scientists and re-
searchers develop a vaccine to particu-
larly protect women of childbearing 
age from the consequences of the Zika 
virus. 

We need a whole government re-
sponse. We finally got one yesterday, 
one that deploys local, State, and Fed-
eral authorities. 

The funding bill we passed yesterday 
outlines a way forward for the Federal 
Government to do its part that will 
provide funding for communities in 
Texas and throughout the country. 
They are already working diligently to 
safeguard folks against the virus. As I 
mentioned, it will go a long way in 
helping local and State officials with 
prevention efforts and even working to 
create a vaccine. I am pleased we fi-
nally were able to get that done and 
overcome the impasse created by objec-
tions, obstructions, and filibusters of 
our friends across the aisle. 

Beyond getting this funding for the 
Zika research and prevention done, I 
wish to identify a few other things that 
we have been able to accomplish. As I 
came to the floor and said a couple of 
days ago, the senior Senator from Mon-
tana, who happens to head up the 
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee, was caught basically telling 
the truth when he said that one of the 
things they are depending on is a nar-
rative to help Democrats in the selec-
tion, this false narrative that under 
the Republican majority, under Repub-
lican leadership, we simply hadn’t been 
getting many things done. 

We have been doing a lot to take care 
of the Nation’s business during the 
events of the last 2 days, including the 
Water Resources Development Act that 
passed with 95 votes, which includes 
additional funding for Flint, MI, and 
their lead pipe water challenges. 

I mentioned the opioid crisis and her-
oin crisis. Recently, we passed a bill 
called the Comprehensive Addiction 
and Recovery Act by more than 90 
votes. As I mentioned, the junior Sen-
ators from Ohio and New Hampshire 
have provided such great leadership in 
that area. 

We also passed other reforms for 
chemical safety, the so-called TSCA 
bill, which provides companies with 
regulatory certainty so they can con-
tinue to create products Americans use 
every day. This bill proves we can re-
sponsibly protect the environment at 
the same time we are growing our 
economy. This legislation passed the 
Senate by a voice vote and received 
more than 400 votes in the House. 

We also passed legislation to impose 
stronger sanctions on North Korea in 
February. It sailed through this Cham-
ber with one ‘‘no’’ vote. 

Of course, we also took care of in-
tractable problems that we had trouble 
getting any traction on for a long time, 
major reform bills such as the Energy 
Policy Modernization Act to help bring 
our Nation’s energy infrastructure up- 
to-date, as well as to expedite the per-
mitting of liquefied natural gas ex-
ports, which the Presiding Officer has 
worked on a lot. I was just at Sabine 
Pass. Cheniere has a huge export facil-
ity for natural gas. Golden Pass and 
others are in the process of trying to 
get their permits, but they have been 
waiting a long time. This legislation 
will provide a shot clock, which will 
hopefully expedite that process. The 

energy we have been able to produce in 
this country is a great natural resource 
for the United States and a great eco-
nomic engine. To make it available to 
our friends and allies around the world 
is very important. The Energy Policy 
Modernization Act as well as lifting 
the ban on crude oil, which we did last 
December, have been very important 
steps. 

I was discussing with the senior Sen-
ator from Tennessee, Mr. ALEXANDER, 
chairman of the Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions Committee, the 
important work we did reforming the 
bill known as No Child Left Behind 
with the Every Student Succeeds Act. 
This legislation was very important be-
cause many people had the impression 
that Washington had simply taken con-
trol of our K–12 education system. 
Under his skillful leadership, working 
with Senator MURRAY in the Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee, they were able to write a piece 
of legislation that passed with over-
whelming bipartisan margins that 
would devolve the control of K–12 edu-
cation back to the States, local school 
districts, parents, and teachers. It lit-
erally removed the common core man-
date that so many people had chafed 
under. 

We also finally have passed a Medi-
care payment reform system that had 
long plagued our medical community. I 
know many physicians in Texas told 
me they simply would not be able to 
take any more Medicare patients— 
which of course are our senior citi-
zens—because the Federal Government 
kept cutting their payment rate and 
the uncertainty created by that. We fi-
nally fixed that on a bipartisan basis. 

Under the new majority in this Con-
gress, we also saw President Obama 
sign other important laws, such as the 
Freedom of Information Improvement 
Act, a bill that will make our govern-
ment more transparent and more ac-
countable to the people we serve. By an 
overwhelming 99-to-1 vote, we passed 
the Justice for Victims of Trafficking 
Act, a bill that will help victims of 
human trafficking recover. 

We will support law enforcement in 
their fight against active shooters by 
passing and signing into law the PO-
LICE Act, legislation that allows exist-
ing grant programs to be used for po-
lice training to deal with active shoot-
er situations. I have traveled all 
around Texas with local police depart-
ments in both urban and rural areas, 
and they find this training very useful 
and timely. 

Unfortunately, it is necessary, in 
times such as these where we have had 
to learn from hard experience—if an ac-
tive shooter is loose, they will continue 
to kill and people will continue to die 
unless the police can crash that site, 
stop the shooter, and then rescue, with 
emergency medical people, the people 
who are injured. 

By all accounts, I have to say the 
Senate, under Republican leadership, 
with cooperation from our Democratic 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:39 Sep 29, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G29SE6.005 S29SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6254 September 29, 2016 
colleagues—because of course nothing 
happens around here unless it is bipar-
tisan. That is the way this place is con-
structed. That is the way the Constitu-
tion is written. I am grateful that 
under the leadership and steady hand 
of Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL 
of Kentucky, we have gotten back to 
work and taken care of the country’s 
business. 

Of course, we still have disagree-
ments like we had over spending bills 
that led up to this continuing resolu-
tion, and in the lameduck it will leave 
us with having to deal with the long- 
term spending bills this December, but 
I simply want to make the point that 
leadership matters. Under the leader-
ship of Senator MCCONNELL, our com-
mittees are now actively producing 
legislation on a bipartisan basis that is 
then available to the majority leader 
to bring to the floor for us to debate, 
for Senators to offer suggestions for 
improvement by way of amendment 
and allow everybody to participate in 
that process to vote on the legislation 
and then bring it to the President’s 
desk. 

I hope we can continue to put sound 
policy over the sort of partisan politics 
that left us in the uncomfortable and 
unenviable position we were in yester-
day, trying to meet a deadline to keep 
the government up and running. With a 
little cooperation and a little elevation 
of responsibility to our constituents 
and the people we serve, rather than 
partisan politics, I think we can con-
tinue to do better. 

Mr. President, with that, I yield the 
floor. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Ms. COLLINS pertaining 
to the introduction of S. 3464 and S. 
3462 are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills 
and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. LANKFORD. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TILLIS). The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, be-
fore the Senate adjourns this after-
noon, I want to remind my colleagues 
that National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month begins on Saturday. 

Throughout the month of October, 
we are called to increase public aware-
ness and understanding of domestic vi-
olence. As noted by the National Net-
work to End Domestic Violence, do-
mestic violence thrives when we re-
main silent. That is why I recently in-
troduced a resolution to commemorate 
National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. 

As stated in our resolution, Congress 
should continue to raise awareness of 
domestic violence in the United States. 
We also should pledge our continued 
support for programs designed to assist 
survivors, hold perpetrators account-
able, and bring an end to domestic vio-
lence. 

I thank my colleagues, Senators 
LEAHY, AYOTTE, and KLOBUCHAR, for 
joining as original cosponsors of the 
resolution. It passed the Senate unani-
mously on September 15. Through the 
enactment of other key measures— 
such as the Violence Against Women 
Act, the Family Violence Prevention 
Act, and the Victims of Crime Act— 
Congress has made support to survivors 
a national priority for over three dec-
ades. Through the enactment of laws 
criminalizing domestic violence at the 
State and local level, we also have sent 
a strong signal to abusers that domes-
tic violence is not a private matter, 
but a public issue. 

We have come a long way, but our 
work is far from complete. Even now, 
domestic violence affects more than 12 
million people each year in the United 
States, including women, men, and 
children of every age and socio-
economic status. Research also sug-
gests that young women between the 
ages of 18 and 34 are particularly vul-
nerable to domestic violence. The neg-
ative effects of this crime go far be-
yond the confines of individual house-
holds. It impacts our communities 
when the victims of domestic violence 
are forced to choose between continued 
abuse or financial insecurity and even 
homelessness. It impacts our economy 
when the victims of this crime miss 
work and school. 

Thankfully, there are many individ-
uals and organizations in Iowa and 
elsewhere around the country that 
work around the clock to meet the 
needs of victims. They include the cri-
sis hotline personnel who provide peer- 
to-peer support or counseling to vic-
tims across the Nation. They include 
the staff and volunteers at shelters, 
who provide safe havens for victims 
fleeing abuse in communities. They in-
clude the advocates who champion pre-
vention initiatives and resources for 
victims at the State and Federal lev-
els. Last, but certainly not least, they 
include the first responders who com-
passionately respond to victims of do-
mestic violence in their most vulner-
able moments. These men and women 
put their lives at risk when responding 
to domestic abuse calls, which can be 
among the most volatile they will ex-
perience. We thank them for their 
never-ending service. 

Mr. President, once again, I thank 
my colleagues for passing this resolu-
tion unanimously. It is important that 
we continue to support the goals and 
ideals of National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING SHIMON PERES 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute and reflect on the 
legacy of Israeli leader, two-time 
Prime Minister, and ninth President of 
Israel Shimon Peres. I extend my con-
dolences to the family of Shimon Peres 
and to the people of Israel. 

Today you have lost a towering lead-
er who leaves behind a legacy of moral 
clarity and hope. I had the opportunity 
to meet Shimon Peres on numerous oc-
casions. After each meeting, I walked 
away inspired and hopeful, having ben-
efited immensely from his insight and 
perspective on a number of difficult 
global issues. 

Shimon Peres was not only one of the 
world’s greatest statesmen but an ar-
dent and committed advocate for 
peace. Given Shimon Peres’s personal 
history and journey, it is truly remark-
able that in his final years he refused 
to give in to cynicism and acrimony. 

As an immigrant to Israel, he was 
part of the grand project that cul-
tivated a thriving country and society. 
As a warrior, he made sure that Israel 
was always ready and able to defend 
itself. As a politician, he contributed 
to the lively and robust democracy 
that the Israelis enjoy today, but he 
never shied away from reaching out 
across lines if he thought that was in 
Israel’s interest. 

As a friend to the United States, his 
legacy is the unshakeable bond be-
tween our two countries, our govern-
ments, and our people. As a leader, he 
showed the world that extending a 
hand and daring to work for peace is 
worthy and just. He shared the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1994 with Yasser Arafat 
and Yitzhak Rabin. The legacy of the 
Oslo Accords remains active today. 

We must continue to work toward a 
two-state solution, a Jewish and Pales-
tinian state living side by side in peace 
and security. Shimon Peres’s legacy is 
the patient, difficult, taxing, and nec-
essary work of negotiations. It is only 
through direct negotiations and direct 
contact between the two sides, Israelis 
and Palestinians, that we can achieve 
this objective. 

Shimon Peres leaves behind incred-
ibly important initiatives, such as the 
Peres Center for Peace. This is a peace- 
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building organization that seeks to fos-
ter personal and professional inter-
actions between Israelis and Palestin-
ians, Arabs and Jews. 

I want to pay tribute to Shimon 
Peres’s morality and courage. He called 
for reconciliation in times of strife. We 
can fill his legacy by turning this sober 
and sad occasion to a call for direct 
talks between the Israelis and Pal-
estinians, for boldness and courage to 
return to the negotiating table to ful-
fill the dream and meet the expecta-
tions of so many living in this part of 
the world who are so desperately seek-
ing peace. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-

SIDY). The Senator from Michigan. 
f 

NASA 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
rise to speak about NASA and the 
human exploration program. NASA and 
our industry partners have made in-
credible progress in space exploration, 
and we are now closer to human mis-
sions into deep space than we have 
been since we last left the Moon nearly 
45 years ago. We have set a lofty but 
achievable goal. We are going to Mars, 
and we are building the rockets and in-
frastructure to get us there. 

Achieving a complex, long-term goal 
can be challenging for a government, 
and this is especially true during an 
administration transition. But we 
can’t let up on the development if we 
are going to put a human on Mars. 
That is why I, along with a number of 
my Commerce Committee colleagues, 
recently introduced the NASA Transi-
tion Authorization Act of 2016. This bi-
partisan bill will ensure that NASA 
maintains a continuity of purpose over 
the next year. The NASA Transition 
Authorization Act will give NASA the 
stability needed to keep NASA’s impor-
tant missions moving through 2017. It 
is not just important to the agency, it 
is something that is particularly im-
portant to the thousands of small- and 
medium-sized businesses across the 
country where dedicated men and 
women are working hard to move our 
space program forward. 

With this bill, we are sending a 
strong message to companies like Fu-
turamic Tool & Engineering in Michi-
gan. They are so proud to help build 
the rockets that will take us to Mars, 
and all of us in the Congress must 
stand solidly behind their efforts. 

A few weeks ago, I visited the Ken-
nedy Space Center to witness the 
launch of the OSIRIS-REx spacecraft, a 
science mission that will take a sample 
from an asteroid and return that sam-
ple back to Earth. I saw the launch in-
frastructure taking shape for the mas-
sive SLS rocket and the assembly and 
testing of the Orion crew capsule that 
will launch in 2018 aboard SLS. I also 
saw amazing work by Boeing, SpaceX, 
and the United Launch Alliance on 
their rockets and spacecraft, which 
will start sending U.S. astronauts to 

the International Space Station in a 
couple of years. When you see the scale 
of these gigantic structures and the in-
tricacy of the machinery, you really 
get a sense of how much power, energy, 
and precision it takes to conduct these 
very ambitious missions, and you see 
why we can’t stop this momentum to-
ward space. We are going boldly, and 
we are going to stay, and this legisla-
tion makes that point very clear. 

Importantly, this bill authorizes the 
entire agency, reaffirming that NASA 
is a multimission agency with impor-
tant missions in space technology, aer-
onautics, exploration, and education. 

I am particularly pleased that the 
legislation underscores the importance 
of NASA’s science programs. Investing 
in NASA’s science mission leads to re-
search and development of new tech-
nologies. These technologies increase 
the competitiveness of our space pro-
gram and at the same time shed light 
on ways we can protect and improve 
our planet Earth. I cannot overstate 
the importance of this work to our Na-
tion, our planet, and to humanity as a 
whole. I agree with many in the sci-
entific community who believe we need 
to increase our investments in NASA 
science missions, aeronautics, and 
other areas of the agency, and I will 
work to improve these programs more 
comprehensively in future legislation. 

I am also pleased that parts of my 
bill reinforces NASA’s ongoing efforts 
to educate the scientists and astro-
nauts of the future. Earlier this year, 
Senator GARDNER and I introduced leg-
islation to promote American competi-
tiveness through investments in re-
search and STEM education. NASA’s 
inspiring exploration and science mis-
sions make the agency uniquely posi-
tioned to engage students in STEM 
subjects. I witnessed this firsthand 
when former astronaut Charlie 
Precourt joined me in speaking to a 
group of Michigan students last year. I 
can assure you the students were much 
more excited to talk to a former astro-
naut than a U.S. Senator. 

It is also my hope that we can move 
forward and pass the space weather bill 
that Senator GARDNER and I introduced 
earlier this year. This legislation as-
signs roles to the various Federal agen-
cies involved with space weather and 
improves the research and observations 
needed to better predict space weather 
events. The space weather bill, to-
gether with the NASA bill, represents a 
strong and positive bipartisan con-
sensus for our space program, including 
space science. Heliophysics, or the 
study of the Sun, is a critical compo-
nent of NASA’s science research mis-
sion and has major implications for life 
here on Earth. 

I was also pleased to see that NASA’s 
new Associate Administer for Science, 
University of Michigan professor Dr. 
Thomas Zurbuchen, has a strong back-
ground in space weather. I wish him 
good luck in his new role. 

I wish to congratulate Senator CRUZ, 
Chairman THUNE, Ranking Member 

NELSON, Senator WICKER, Senator 
RUBIO, Senator UDALL, and Senator 
CANTWELL for their hard work on the 
NASA transition act, and I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to 
ensure that NASA has a steady path 
forward to keep making 
groundbreaking discoveries and inspir-
ing Americans for years to come. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

AMENDING THE GULLAH/GEECHEE 
CULTURAL HERITAGE ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 573, H.R. 3004. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3004) to amend the Gullah/ 

Geechee Cultural Heritage Act to extend the 
authorization for the Gullah/Geechee Cul-
tural Heritage Corridor Commission. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be read a third 
time and passed and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3004) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

BATHROOMS ACCESSIBLE IN 
EVERY SITUATION ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5147, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5147) to amend title 40, United 

States Code, to require restrooms in public 
buildings to be equipped with baby changing 
facilities. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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The bill (H.R. 5147) was ordered to a 

third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

CLARIFICATION OF TREATMENT 
OF ELECTRONIC SALES OF LIVE-
STOCK ACT OF 2016 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5883, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5883) to amend the Packers and 

Stockyards Act, 1921, to clarify the duties re-
lating to services furnished in connection 
with the buying or selling of livestock in 
commerce through online, video, or other 
electronic methods, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5883) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

RANDY D. DOUB UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee 
be discharged from further consider-
ation of H.R. 3937 and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3937) to designate the building 

utilized as a United States courthouse lo-
cated at 150 Reade Circle in Greenville, 
North Carolina, as the ‘‘Randy D. Doub 
United States Courthouse.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3937) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OPENING OF THE 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Rules 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of and the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
527. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 527) recognizing the 

75th anniversary of the opening of the Na-
tional Gallery of Art. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 527) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of July 12, 2016, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

SUPPORTING LIGHTS ON 
AFTERSCHOOL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of S. Res. 578, 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 578) supporting Lights 

On Afterschool, a national celebration of 
afterschool programs held on October 20, 
2016. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 578) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of September 26, 
2016, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 591, S. Res. 592, S. Res. 
593, and S. Res. 594. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

S. RES. 593 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today as the chairman of the Senate 
Aging Committee to speak about the 
bipartisan resolution I have introduced 

with Senator MCCASKILL designating 
September 22, 2016—the first day of the 
fall season—as National Falls Preven-
tion Awareness Day. The purpose of 
this designation is to better educate 
seniors, families, and caregivers—as 
well as government and civic organiza-
tions—about the practices, programs, 
and policies that can be taken to re-
duce the risk of falls. 

Falls are the leading cause of both 
fatal and nonfatal injuries among older 
adults. Older adults are the fastest- 
growing segment of the U.S. popu-
lation, and the number is projected to 
increase from 46.2 million in 2014 to 82.3 
million in 2040. As more Americans 
age, falls will become even more nu-
merous and costly than they are now. 

In 2014, approximately 2.8 million 
older Americans were treated in emer-
gency rooms after falling, and more 
than 800,000 were subsequently hos-
pitalized. Tragically, more than 27,000 
of them died as a result of their inju-
ries. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention puts these staggering 
statistics in a context that really 
brings the problem home: one out of 
every three seniors falls each year; 
every 13 seconds, a senior is treated in 
an emergency room for a fall; every 20 
seconds, a senior dies from a fall. 

In addition to the human toll, these 
falls generate enormous economic 
costs. The annual total direct medical 
cost of fall-related injuries for older 
adults is approximately $34 billion. As 
more members of the baby boomer gen-
eration reach retirement age, these 
costs could nearly double within the 
next 5 years. 

Beyond the pain, suffering, and ex-
pense, falls can affect a senior’s ability 
to live independently and can lead to a 
compromised quality of life, and thus 
to isolation and depression. Many peo-
ple who fall, even if they are not in-
jured, can develop a fear of falling. 
This may cause them to limit their ac-
tivities, resulting in reduced mobility 
and physical activity. 

As a Senator representing the state 
with the oldest median age, I am espe-
cially concerned that Maine is eighth 
in the Nation in the percentage of sen-
iors who suffer falls. Seniors in Maine 
who fall experience an average medical 
cost of approximately $16,000, accord-
ing to the most recent statistics avail-
able. Fortunately, there are many or-
ganizations throughout Maine, includ-
ing several Area Agencies on Aging, 
which provide important fall awareness 
programs, such as risk assessments, 
and exercise and balance programs. 

Our resolution urges relevant Fed-
eral, State, and local organizations to 
work to help educate seniors about 
ways they can reduce the risks that 
may result from a fall, including injury 
and even death. The resolution also 
recognizes that evidence-based pro-
grams reduce falls by utilizing cost-ef-
fective strategies, such as exercise pro-
grams, medication management, vision 
improvement, reduction of home haz-
ards, and fall prevention education. 
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Family members and other caregivers 
can also help seniors evaluate their 
homes for fall-inducing hazards and 
modify their living space with ade-
quate lighting and assistive devices, 
such as grab bars in the shower or tub, 
to help ensure a safe environment. 

There are more steps we can take. 
The costs of even minor modifications 
like grab bars and hand rails can add 
up quickly, while more expensive 
projects such as widening doorways or 
installing a ramp are financially unre-
alistic for far too many seniors. Sev-
eral existing Federal programs can 
help seniors make these needed modi-
fications to their homes, but few sen-
iors are aware of them. To address this 
issue, I have joined Senators KING and 
AYOTTE in sponsoring S. 3230, the Sen-
ior Home Modification Assistance Ini-
tiative Act, which would improve 
awareness and better coordinate exist-
ing Federal programs. 

Falling is not an inevitable con-
sequence of aging. Practical lifestyle 
adjustments, evidence-based preven-
tion programs, community partner-
ships, and continued research are 
among the tools available to reduce 
falls. Fall-related injuries have a dev-
astating impact on the lives of our sen-
iors, their families, and their commu-
nities. Our goal is to unite profes-
sionals, older adults, caregivers, and 
family members so that they might all 
play a part in raising awareness and 
preventing falls. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

JUSTICE AGAINST SPONSORS OF 
TERRORISM BILL 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak briefly about what oc-
curred yesterday on the Senate floor 
when the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives overrode a veto in order to 
ensure that the victims of 9/11 had an 
outlet, if you will, to try to seek jus-
tice and compensation. It was not as 
satisfactory as most in this body would 
hope. I am hopeful that over the course 
of time between now and the lameduck, 
or shortly thereafter, we will have a 
way to rectify some of the issues that 
concern us. 

I don’t think many Members are 
aware of that fact that Senator CARDIN 
and I attempted throughout the last 
weekend to set up a meeting with the 
White House to go over options that 
could, in fact, be more beneficial to our 
country and, at the same time, give 
some justice to the people of 9/11. I 
think many people here know that 
there were Saudi officials here seeking 
to come up with some option that 
might work better than the option that 
we all opted for, with none other avail-
able, yesterday. 

We were unable to get the President 
to convene a meeting that we had 
hoped would include the Secretary of 
State—we had a couple of conversa-
tions with Secretary Kerry and I also 
had conversations directly with the 
White House—and to set up a meeting 
between the President and Secretary 
Kerry, and, of course, Leader MCCON-
NELL, Leader REID, Senator CARDIN, 
and myself, as well as the two major 
sponsors of the bill. The purpose was to 
see if the issues with the bill that we 
voted on yesterday could be resolved 
via a better route. Was there another 
option that we could consider, and 
could we develop a timeframe where 
that could be considered to take us to 
an improvement over where we were 
yesterday? 

For reasons that still are unknown to 
me, that was not achievable. There was 
no desire whatsoever to sit down and 
meet. I am unaware of any meetings 
that took place to try to resolve this 
issue. My friends on the other side of 
the aisle mentioned that they did have 
a letter read to them at lunch one day 
regarding the President’s views. But 
now we have passed a bill. In fact, the 
victims of 9/11, whom many of us have 
met with, now have an outlet to try to 
seek justice. I think there was a de-
sire—as was written yesterday in a let-
ter, which many Senators here signed 
and many others have discussed—to 
amend what occurred yesterday to put 
us in a better place. 

So it is my hope, now that we have a 
piece of legislation that has become 
law, that maybe the executive branch— 
which, by the way, we tried to get to 
engage in this issue over this entire 
last year—will sit down with us and 
figure out an option that might work a 
little better than what passed yester-
day on the floor. That hasn’t occurred. 
There just has been no engagement. 
Even at the last minute, with the first 
veto override facing the administra-
tion, there was just an unwillingness to 
sit down and discuss routes that can 
take us to a better place. 

So I know there is a desire on the 
House side, I know there is a desire in 
this body, as was widely expressed yes-
terday, and I know there is a desire— 
no doubt—for the victims to be able to 
get answers to the questions they have 
had and to seek, in their minds, jus-
tice. There is a desire for that. But 
there is also a desire to do so in a man-
ner that will not possibly undermine 
other equities that the U.S. Govern-
ment and our people have. 

So I am hopeful that over the course 
of the next 6 weeks—last night I had a 
discussion with a Saudi official whom I 
know is desirous of sitting down and 
pursuing that, as they have been over 
the course of the last week—now that 
this has become law, the administra-
tion will be willing to do the same. My 
sense is that, with some of the com-
ments that are going to be made pub-
licly and some of the back-and-forth 
that will occur over the next 6 weeks, 
I am hopeful that the major sponsors of 
this bill, who are leaders in this body, 
will be willing to do that so that we 
will be able to create some alterations 
that, unfortunately, were not available 
to us yesterday to cause this piece of 
legislation to better serve U.S. na-
tional interests. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FISCHER). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG AND HEROIN 
EPIDEMIC 

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, I 
am on the floor to talk about an epi-
demic that has gripped my State of 
Ohio and affected every single State in 
this body in every community we rep-
resent; that is, the issue of prescription 
drug, heroin, and now fentanyl and 
other synthetic heroin addiction. 

This epidemic is affecting our com-
munities in fundamental ways. It is 
breaking families apart. It is causing 
crime. In fact, in my home State of 
Ohio, as I talk to law enforcement offi-
cials in every county, they tell me it is 
the top reason for crime and the 
growth of crime. 

It is affecting our first responders. 
When I go to a firehouse now and talk 
to firefighters about what they do with 
most of their time, they tell me they 
do a lot more heroin runs than fire 
runs, and thank God because they are 
out there saving lives every single day. 
They now carry Narcan with them, 
which is a form of naloxone, which is a 
miracle drug that reduces the dangers 
because it reverses the effects of an 
overdose. They have provided Narcan 
19,000 times in the last year in Ohio. 
This is something that is out there in 
all of our communities. 

Sometimes there is a huge spike in 
these overdoses. Sadly, we had that 
this week in Columbus, OH, when in 
the space of 24 hours we had 27 
overdoses. I have been working with 
the county coroner’s office and with 
the health department in the city of 
Columbus to try to help them deter-
mine what the cause of this spike in 
overdoses was. It appears to be another 
case where there is a particularly dan-
gerous batch of heroin, and it probably 
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has something to do with these syn-
thetic heroins that are coming into the 
States and our country—fentanyl, 
carfentanil, or U–4. A few flakes of 
carfentanil ingested can kill you. This 
is very dangerous stuff. I wish I could 
say it is getting better, but I fear it is 
only getting worse. 

I have been on this floor talking 
about this issue every single week 
since February. During that time pe-
riod, we passed, by a vote of 92 to 2, 
legislation to help address this issue. A 
vote of 92 to 2 is a rare vote in this 
place. Because Republicans and Demo-
crats came together on this issue, we 
were able to pass something that will 
help. We spent 31⁄2 years working on 
it—my colleague Senator WHITEHOUSE 
and I and others were very involved—to 
help ensure that we can get better pre-
vention and education efforts out 
there; do more in terms of treatment 
for people who are addicted and need to 
get help; provide longer term recovery, 
which we believe is essential to suc-
cessful treatment because all the facts 
indicate that unless you have the 
longer term recovery, the relapse rate 
is very high. 

We also help our police officers, our 
firefighters, and other first responders 
by saying: Let’s get them the Narcan 
they need and the training they need 
to be able to save those lives. 

Very specifically, it also helps our 
veterans and pregnant women who are 
addicted and these babies born with de-
pendency. Some very specific programs 
are going to help to turn the tide. 

Overall, I would say the legislation is 
important because for the first time 
ever not only is Congress supporting 
recovery, as we talked about, but we 
are also finally addressing this issue as 
it needs to be addressed, as a public 
health issue, saying that this is not a 
question of someone making a bad 
moral choice as much as it is a disease. 
It needs to be treated like a disease. 
Until addiction is treated as a disease, 
I think it is going to be very difficult 
for us to turn this tide and begin to 
save these lives. 

In my home State, it has been the 
top cause of accidental death, sur-
passing car accidents, probably since 
2007. Sadly, that is now the case in 
many States around the country. Na-
tionally, we believe it is the No. 1 
cause of accidental death. Think about 
that. 

It is a situation that affects every 
State and our entire country, so in the 
legislation that was passed yesterday, 
called the continuing resolution, which 
is basically just a bill to continue the 
funding of government through Decem-
ber—it is a short-term spending bill— 
we were able to include $37 million to 
help implement this legislation, the 
Comprehensive Addiction and Recov-
ery Act. I am very proud of that. I am 
very pleased that this Senate and the 
House were willing to go along with 
that. 

I know it is unusual because typi-
cally in a continuing resolution, you 

simply fund the previous year’s funding 
and there are no new programs, no new 
starts. Frankly, the administration did 
not recommend a new start in this in-
stance, although they did recommend 
an anomaly or an addition to the CR in 
27 other areas. We had to rely on Mem-
bers in the House and the Senate to do 
the right thing, to make an exception, 
and to include this funding. I thank my 
colleagues for doing that. 

I think it is critical that we begin to 
fully fund this Comprehensive Addic-
tion and Recovery Act—otherwise 
known as CARA—and do it now and not 
wait until the regular appropriations 
process in December. 

That $37 million will help us stand up 
some programs. In particular, there are 
four I want to mention this morning. 
One is the community-based coalition 
prevention grants, the second is the 
grants for access to overdose treat-
ment, the third is the recovery grants, 
and the fourth is the State incentive 
grants for a comprehensive response to 
this opioid issue. In other words, we 
are dealing with prevention, education, 
treatment, and recovery, helping the 
States be more engaged and involved in 
this issue so the Federal Government 
can be a better partner. 

On the prevention side, what it does 
is start to tell people what is going on. 
We are doing that here today on the 
floor but specifically to let people 
know what this connection is between 
prescription drugs, prescription drug 
overprescribing and abuse, and heroin 
and fentanyl. The reason I think this is 
very important is that probably four 
out of five heroin addicts in Ohio start-
ed with prescription drugs. Many peo-
ple don’t know that. When they are 
prescribed a prescription drug for pain 
relief, sometimes they don’t realize the 
potential for addiction. 

To the young people who are listen-
ing today, you need to know this. You 
need to understand this. Everybody 
does. Again, if we are going to turn the 
tide, we have to change the way we 
deal with it to ensure that people are 
getting the education they need to 
avoid getting into the funnel of addic-
tion in the first place. 

This program called CARA also in-
creases the availability naloxone, or 
Narcan, which is very important. It has 
long-term recovery grants, including 
grants for recovery colleges, recovery 
universities. In other words, there are 
programs within colleges and univer-
sities to help on recovery because un-
fortunately we are finding that many 
of our students need these recovery 
programs as they are trying to work 
through their addiction. It also sup-
ports recovery high schools and in-
creases eligibility for alternatives to 
incarceration—drug courts and vet-
erans courts. So instead of putting peo-
ple in jail for using these drugs, we say: 
Let’s do a diversion. If you stay sober 
and clean, you will stay out of jail and 
we will get you into treatment. As I 
have seen around our State, these pro-
grams can help people get back on 
their feet. 

These are critical changes. The ex-
perts who helped us write this legisla-
tion over the last 31⁄2 years, who came 
here to Washington, where we held four 
different conferences on this issue and 
brought in the best minds, the best 
practices, tell us they believe this leg-
islation will make a difference in our 
communities day to day. 

Of course, it is up to the administra-
tion to actually implement this aggres-
sively. Congress has done its work to 
pass these new programs, to pass this 
legislation. Now it shifts over to the 
executive branch to administer it. 
There is no excuse that the funding is 
not there because we were able to pro-
vide this funding. It is an exception to 
a normal CR, but we got the $37 million 
of funding in to begin to get these pro-
grams up and running so we can begin 
to turn the tide on this addiction epi-
demic. 

There are some aspects of the legisla-
tion that are already working that 
don’t require a new program or setting 
up a new program. For instance, nurse 
practitioners and physician’s assist-
ants are now permitted to be involved 
in administering Suboxone at treat-
ment clinics around the country. We 
should get that up and going now. That 
shouldn’t require a lot of time, effort, 
and new programs. 

Earlier this week, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit a fire station in Nor-
wood, OH. This is a community of 
about 19,000 people that has had 56 
overdoses since June 1. That is one 
small town in Ohio with 56 overdoses 
just since this summer. I met with law 
enforcement, I met with firefighters, 
and I met with other first responders. I 
met with a treatment specialist they 
brought in to help and work with them. 
They are doing some very interesting 
intervention work with families. They 
showed me a video of a young man who 
was overdosing. They showed me a 
video of police officers and then fire-
fighters administering Narcan—not 
once, not twice, but three times. They 
showed how he was brought back to 
life. It was tough to watch, but fire-
fighters and other first responders, po-
lice officers, see that every single day. 

Every 3 hours someone dies of an 
overdose in Ohio, but every 3 hours 
many more are saved by the admin-
istering of naloxone and Narcan to 
bring them back to life. As they are 
doing in Norwood, OH, the key is to in-
tervene with that person, their family, 
and their friends and get that person 
into treatment so first responders are 
not administering Narcan again the 
next week or sometimes even the next 
day. 

Over the last 4 years, the number of 
heroin overdoses has tripled. Let me 
repeat that. Over the last 4 years, the 
number of heroin overdoses has tripled. 
Sadly, there is reason to believe this 
trend is continuing. 

Even though our first responders 
save the vast majority of those who 
overdose in Ohio, in Ohio we are losing 
more lives every day. We have already 
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had more drug overdoses and more 
drug overdose deaths this year, at the 
end of September, than we had all of 
last year. 

Of course, the numbers don’t really 
tell the story. This story is about peo-
ple. It is about dreams that have been 
shattered. It is about lives that have 
been cut short, often lives that are 
promising and young. It is about people 
like the 25-year-old student who was 
found dead of a heroin overdose in a 
bathroom stall at Columbus State Uni-
versity last week—25 years old, with 
his whole life ahead of him. It is about 
people like the Hess family of 
Crestline, OH. Their son Jason was a 
college student, a talented musician, a 
gifted athlete. One of his classmates 
got him to try heroin, to just try it. Al-
most immediately the drugs became 
everything in Jason’s life. Jason’s dad 
said: ‘‘He liked his dealer more than he 
liked me.’’ 

I have met with several hundred ad-
dicts or recovering addicts in Ohio over 
the last few years. Many of them tell 
me the same thing, which is that the 
drugs do become everything, so they 
become everything ahead of friends and 
family and work. 

Jason struggled with his addiction 
for 15 years. He was in and out of jail 
a lot and in and out of hospitals. In the 
past 2 months, his dad saved his life 
twice with naloxone because as family 
members they are now permitted to get 
Narcan over the counter. 

A few weeks ago, Jason died of an 
overdose. He was 35 years old. When his 
mother heard the death notice a few 
hours later—she was informed about 
it—she went to a cemetery with a bot-
tle of Valium and committed suicide. 
It was her 60th birthday. In a note she 
left behind, she said: ‘‘Thanks, heroin. 
Another victim.’’ That was the note 
she left for all of us. 

With this crisis getting worse and 
taking such a toll in Ohio, we have to 
get this legislation implemented as 
soon as possible and we have to con-
tinue to fight, not just for more fund-
ing but for better ideas and ways to ad-
dress this problem at every level and in 
a comprehensive way. 

We need support for safe disposal 
sites for prescription drugs. That is 
part of the legislation. When you are at 
the drugstore or at the pharmacy get-
ting your medication, you will also 
have an opportunity right there to dis-
pose of some of the medication you 
may not have used. I have been to 
these dropoff sites. I was at one re-
cently at Walgreens in Toledo, where 
they are implementing a program to 
provide these sites and to provide safe 
disposal of these drugs so they don’t 
get in the wrong hands. 

The experts tell us that in most fami-
lies in America, there are drugs avail-
able that can be dangerous. Many 
times, they are painkiller prescription 
drugs that are very addictive. Recently 
in Marion, OH, an 18-month-old girl 
was able to get into her parents’ 
Percocet, and she overdosed. We need 

these disposal sites to help protect kids 
like her. 

We need CARA’s prevention efforts, 
such as its national awareness cam-
paign that is making this link I talked 
about between prescription drugs and 
heroin. People need to understand this. 

Kelly Clixby of Marion, OH, needed 
that information. I met her earlier this 
year when I visited the Crawford-Mar-
ion Board of Alcohol, Drug Addiction, 
and Mental Health Services, where 
they are working hard every day to 
fight back against this epidemic. 

When I visited, the director, Jody 
Demo-Hodgins, told me that they are 
so overwhelmed with patients that 
‘‘most of the time, I feel like I’m 
drowning.’’ They are overwhelmed, but 
they are doing a great job, and Kelly is 
an example. 

Kelly was prescribed painkillers. She 
became addicted to those painkillers, 
and, as is the case with many people, 
when those pills became too addictive 
and too expensive, when she couldn’t 
afford them, she turned to heroin. Her-
oin is less expensive and more avail-
able, actually, in many cases. Within a 
year, she had lost her job, her house, 
her car, and custody of her five kids. 
Over the next decade, she and her hus-
band Randy got a divorce. She was ar-
rested four different times for shop-
lifting. She went to jail 19 times. She 
overdosed. Paramedics saved her life 
with naloxone, the Narcan we talked 
about. When Kelly was in the grip of 
this addiction, she didn’t even want to 
get out of bed in the morning. She felt 
like she couldn’t even get started on 
her day. She felt a constant sense of 
despair. 

Kelly’s life turned around when her 
best friend Chrystina died of a heroin 
overdose. At that point, she realized 
she needed to get treatment. Nine 
months to the day after paramedics 
saved her life, Kelly got clean. With 
the help of medication—in her case, 
Vivitrol, which is medication that ac-
tually blocks the craving for the 
opioid, and it has worked very well in 
many cases in Ohio, including in our 
drug courts—with the help of Vivitrol 
and with the compassion of people at 
the Marion Area Counseling Center, 
Kerry has now been sober for a year 
and a half. She is back with her hus-
band Randy. She is back with her kids 
and her family. She is now a grand-
mother. She is leading a 12-step pro-
gram to help others. She is beating this 
because she got treatment. 

The Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act will help get more people 
into treatment so we can have more 
success stories like Kelly’s. As I said, 
we need to raise awareness about how 
easy it is to become addicted to these 
opioids. 

I believe that will also help us to be 
able to push aside the stigma that is so 
often associated with addiction. That 
is one reason people don’t come for-
ward and get treatment. Kelly said the 
stigma of addiction kept her from get-
ting help when she needed it. She said: 

You feel horrible for stealing because you 
need to get high. Then you get high and you 
feel horrible for getting high. And then you 
have to steal again. I feel guilty because I 
use, and I use because I feel guilty. 

And the stigma kept her from coming 
forward. 

Think about Tera Guest. Tera Guest 
is from Lorain, OH. She was a nurse’s 
aide in a nursing home. She had been a 
good student and a talented artist. One 
day she was on her way to work and 
was hurrying down some stairs in her 
apartment building. She slipped, fell, 
and broke her ankle. When she went to 
her doctor, her doctor prescribed her 
Percocet and then OxyContin. She be-
came addicted. When the prescriptions 
expired, like so many, she turned to 
heroin. 

Her mom Lori—who is a strong advo-
cate on this issue and heads up the Lo-
rain Community Task Force—found 
out about Tera’s addiction when Tera 
was evicted from her apartment and 
started living out of her car. 

Lori felt what so many moms and 
dads have experienced in Ohio and 
across the country. She said that when 
her kids were young, ‘‘We never dis-
cussed heroin. I never thought it would 
be part of our lives. You don’t think 
that it’s going to be your child; you 
don’t think that it’s going to be in 
your family. And when it is, the stigma 
makes you so ashamed’’ and you don’t 
want to talk about it. 

Her daughter Tera fought this addic-
tion for 2 years. At just 24 years old, 
she died of an overdose of heroin laced 
with fentanyl. Fentanyl is this syn-
thetic heroin that is creeping into our 
communities, this poison that is com-
ing into our country from other coun-
tries, particularly China and India. It 
is coming here by the mail system. 

For Tera, it started with a broken 
ankle. It could happen to anybody. 
That is why we need this prevention ef-
fort—to warn people about the dangers 
and to help end the stigma to keep peo-
ple from hiding it and to get them to 
come forward. For all these reasons— 
the prevention, the treatment, the re-
covery, and ending the stigma—the 
people we represent need this legisla-
tion to be enacted but also to be imple-
mented as soon as possible. 

In order to help as many people as we 
can, we have to get the funding in the 
CR working and we have to continue to 
fight for funding. 

Madam President, we have talked 
about a lot of tough stories today. Un-
fortunately, the grip of this addiction 
is so great that there are a lot of heart-
breaking stories, and it is getting 
worse, not better. But there is also 
hope. There is hope I see every week 
when I am back home in Ohio. 

I recently met Sheila Humphrey, 
whose child succumbed to a heroin ad-
diction and an overdose and death. She 
started her own organization with 
other moms and family members, and 
they are having great success in inter-
vening with these families and explain-
ing the reason to get treatment and get 
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into recovery. She gave me this brace-
let. It talks about the Rally for Recov-
ery in 2016. We had one in Ohio last 
weekend that I was able to attend. 

At that rally, with the Ohio Citizen 
Advocates for Addiction Recovery, I 
got to meet so many people who are in 
recovery. They came forward to talk to 
me about their stories and to talk 
about what they are doing to help oth-
ers. They talked to me about the need 
for us to have more treatments and re-
covery programs. I met someone who 
has not only beaten the addiction but 
is a counselor in Dayton, OH, named 
Gary. Gary Gonnella is helping others 
to get their lives back on track. He is 
incredibly persuasive because he has a 
story to tell. 

Gary told me: Senator, there is hope. 
Don’t give up. 

He is telling me don’t give up. I am 
telling my colleagues: People expect us 
not to give up. They are not giving up. 
This guy, Gary, is a recovering addict. 
He is not giving up, and he is asking us 
to ensure we do everything we can to 
help—to be a better partner with State 
and local governments and with the 
nonprofits out there in the trenches 
every day that are doing this work 
with folks like Gary who are looking 
for our help. CARA will give more peo-
ple more hope. 

So on behalf of all of those whom I 
talked about today, those whose lives 
were cut short, and their family mem-
bers, and on behalf of our communities, 
let’s continue this fight. Let’s ensure 
we do, in fact, get CARA implemented 
quickly. Let’s ensure we do continue to 
push not just to provide funding but 
new ideas and better ideas. 

There is new legislation we just in-
troduced in the last couple of weeks 
called the STOP Act that stops the 
synthetic heroin, the fentanyl, the 
carfentanil, and U–4 from coming into 
our country from other countries by 
requiring packages include information 
about where the package is from, what 
is in it, and where it is going. That is 
not required now by the post office, but 
it is required by private carriers. So 
these traffickers are using the postal 
system, including the U.S. postal sys-
tem, to move these deadly chemicals 
into our communities. We need to stop 
that. 

So there is more we can and should 
do. It is our responsibility to do that. 
As we break for these elections and as 
the lameduck period in December 
comes upon us after that, let’s con-
tinue to work to ensure we are able to 
turn this tide and bring back more 
hope. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Pennsylvania. 
f 

WILLSEYE HOSPITAL 

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I 
wanted to come to the floor today, as I 
did last week, to speak once again 
about WillsEye Hospital in Philadel-
phia. When I was here last week, I was 

talking about the hospital itself and 
the truly excellent work that is done 
at that hospital and, unfortunately, to 
talk as well about the unfair treatment 
that hospital is receiving from the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices. We know it by the acronym CMS. 

CMS is using an arbitrary ratio of 
the number of inpatients and out-
patients to make the argument—faulty 
though it is—that WillsEye is not a 
hospital and should be an ambulatory 
surgery center, which could have dras-
tic implications and ultimately force 
WillsEye Hospital to close down. This 
hospital is almost 200 years old. 

Last week, WillsEye Hospital started 
an online petition on change.org so 
people could show their support for the 
hospital. I wanted to share some of 
those comments today with Members 
of the Senate. These online postings, of 
course, don’t just come from Philadel-
phia or Pennsylvania. They come from 
States across the Northeast and even 
beyond. 

Here are just a couple of examples. 
Jack Croft from Lansdale, PA, which is 
not too far from Philadelphia, said: 

I owe my life, my right eye, and my sight 
to Wills Eye Hospital and its brilliant ocular 
oncology team. Losing federal designation as 
a hospital would have a devastating effect on 
the lives of thousands, many of them chil-
dren, who desperately need the specialized 
expertise of Wills. 

So said Jack Croft. 
Ayan Chatterjee from Philadelphia 

said the following: 
Wills Eye Hospital provides care to so 

many complex patients from all across the 
world. It is not just a ‘‘surgi-center.’’ State 
regulators got it right but Federal regu-
lators should revisit this. 

We continue to hope they will do 
that—my words, in addition to the 
comments. 

Kathleen O’Brien from Vestal, NY— 
not from Pennsylvania—said: 

I’ve needed Wills since 2005 to treat and 
monitor my ocular melanoma. They are the 
best in the world for my very rare cancer. 
Medicare is my primary insurance provider. 
It makes no logical sense to take away this 
vital institution to the thousands of children 
and adults they not only treat but save lives. 

Erica Roache from Cape May Court 
House, NJ, said: 

This hospital provides specialized care not 
available anywhere else. Doctors at Wills 
Eye quickly diagnosed and successfully 
treated my daughter’s rare eye condition 
that had been misdiagnosed for years by 
other less specialized doctors. The possi-
bility of closing this world class hospital due 
to senseless bureaucracy is just unthinkable. 

So says Erica. 
Here are two more. This is Mike 

Stanley from Overland Park, KS—half 
a country away from Pennsylvania: 

We live in Overland Park, KS, and for the 
past 2 years have been flying from Kansas 
City to Philly for treatment for the 
retinoblastoma eye cancer you refer to. 

He is referring to comments I had 
made when I was at WillsEye Hospital. 

I continue on with Mike Stanley’s 
comments: 

Thankfully, my daughter is now 4 and in 
remission and we travel back to Philly next 

week and Wills. Please let us know what we 
can do to support CMS changing how they 
classify Wills Eye so we and others can con-
tinue to get the best care in the world. 

Alexis Butler, from Chelsea, MI, said: 
I’m signing because as a volunteer at Camp 

Sunshine at Sebago Lake I’ve met many 
children who have been saved by Wills Eye 
Hospital. Their cases aren’t handled much by 
other hospitals as well as they are at Wills. 
It needs to survive. 

So said Alexis from the State of 
Michigan. 

I will do one more. The final com-
ments come from Nancy Cotton from 
Marlton, NJ. 

Please do not be blinded by rubber stamp 
bureaucracy. Not everything fits neatly into 
arbitrary slots—visit Wills Eye and look in 
the faces of those whose vision was restored, 
saved, as well as the parents whose chil-
dren’s very lives were saved. This institution 
fills a desperate need for highly specialized 
service! Save Wills Eye!! 

Notice she uses exclamation points— 
actually two exclamation points at the 
end. That is how Nancy Cotton from 
New Jersey ends her comments. 

So you can see from these comments 
that these are real people talking 
about their real lives or that of a fam-
ily member—sometimes a child—and 
commenting from the vantage point of 
what they had experienced in terms of 
the benefits that WillsEye Hospital has 
provided. I hope CMS is listening—and 
not just to these comments but to the 
many others that have been sent in. 

None of these comments are compul-
sory. None of these comments are part 
of some organized political effort. Peo-
ple are just responding in a very au-
thentic and substantial way. This is 
very rare to have this kind of com-
mentary that is so specific about how 
WillsEye Hospital has made life better 
for people across the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, people across the north-
eastern part of the United States and 
well beyond that, as we can document 
from the comments from Kansas. 

So what we are trying to do is to 
work with WillsEye and CMS to work 
this out and to remove a bureaucratic 
barrier or obstacle in the way of keep-
ing WillsEye Hospital open as a hos-
pital so that it can deliver the kind of 
eye care—the kind of lifesaving eye 
care—that not only these people expe-
rience but that I experienced myself as 
a father. 

My wife and I had a daughter, and, 
fortunately, she is doing very well now. 
She is out of college. But she had a mo-
ment in time when she was a little girl 
where she would have lost eyesight in 
one of her eyes were it not for WillsEye 
Hospital. That is a fact. That is docu-
mented. We know that. So I join in 
those comments we heard today, and I 
will continue to make them a part of 
the RECORD. 

We are working to save this hospital. 
To say it is a world-class institution is 
a vast understatement. It has affected 
so many lives, including my own. 

So CMS got this wrong. They have an 
obligation to get it right, to fix it, so 
that WillsEye Hospital can continue 
into the future. 
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We are grateful so many people are 

taking the time to go to change.org 
and focus on all the benefits of 
WillsEye Hospital. I will continue to 
make this case a high priority for the 
work I do, the work our office does. 
Time is running short now for the hos-
pital. CMS has some work to do to 
make sure we get the result not only 
that I want but one that I know people 
across our Commonwealth and our 
country want. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I just 
came from a discussion on the Trans- 
Pacific Partnership and the damage it 
will do to our country. 

We have had 25 years of trade policy 
that has cost jobs in places like Lorain, 
OH, Cleveland, OH, and Dayton, OH. 
We know these trade agreements pull 
down worker safety standards, environ-
mental rules and protections, and food 
safety laws and rules. We know they 
cost us jobs. I know what has happened 
in my State. I see what has happened 
in places like Omaha, the Presiding Of-
ficer’s State, and all over our country. 
I appreciate Senator MCCONNELL and 
Speaker RYAN saying they don’t plan 
to bring the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
up for a vote in the lameduck session 
of Congress. I believe it would be a bit 
underhanded to do that when the pub-
lic is speaking pretty loudly that these 
trade agreements don’t work. 

One part that in particular affects 
my State is something called rules of 
origin in the auto industry, where in 
order to qualify for a tariff reduction 
or tariff elimination to sell products, 
to sell a car, under NAFTA—NAFTA 
was a very flawed agreement. I helped 
lead the opposition. We almost de-
feated it down the hall in the House of 
Representatives. To qualify for NAFTA 
tariff reduction, removal, elimination, 
the car had to be mostly made—60 per-
cent, more or less—in one of the three 
countries, the United States, Mexico or 
Canada. Under the TPP, Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, there are 12 countries, 
very disparate countries—Peru, the 
United States, Mexico, Canada, 
wealthy countries, Vietnam, poor 
countries. Under the rules of origin and 
TPP, a car can be more than half made 
elsewhere, like China, and then still be 
sold into the United States or sold into 
Canada or Mexico. 

Fundamentally, what this means is, 
it has created a loophole you can drive 
my Jeep Cherokee, made by union 
workers 150 miles from my home in To-
ledo, OH—you can drive a Jeep Cher-

okee through this loophole. This will 
undermine the auto industry, it will 
undermine the supply chain, it will 
mean loss of jobs from auto assembly 
in Youngstown and Toledo and 
Sharonville, to other kinds—whether it 
is glass, tires, the steel in the cars. All 
this will undermine those jobs. 

I again thank Senator MCCONNELL 
and Speaker RYAN as they have prom-
ised not to bring up this agreement. I 
hope they are men of their word. It is 
a disaster for our country. It is bad for 
our country. I appreciate that both 
Presidential candidates—one more 
knowledgeable than the other, perhaps, 
about trade policy—have opposed the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

I close with this. I see candidates 
make all kinds of claims about their 
position on trade. I see all kinds of can-
didates in their own private businesses 
doing certain things, but I know we 
can make products in the United 
States of America. The shoes I have 
were made by workers in Maine and 
Massachusetts. The suit I wear was 
made by union workers in a company 
11 miles from my home in Cleveland. 
American workers just want a level 
playing field. They just want the op-
portunity to compete. They want the 
opportunity to make things. We know 
how to do that in this country. Our 
trade policy should reflect that. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
ERNST). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

JUSTICE AGAINST SPONSORS OF 
TERRORISM BILL 

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, 
yesterday I voted to override the Presi-
dent’s veto of S. 2040, the Justice 
Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act, or 
JASTA. I chose to support the motion 
to override after hearing from sup-
porters of this bill, including the fami-
lies of the 9/11 victims, and considering 
the concerns that have been raised by 
the administration about the bill’s po-
tential unintended consequences on our 
national security and foreign policy. 

Ultimately, I believe that the fami-
lies who lost loved ones on 9/11 should 
have their day in court. Although I 
supported passage of the bill, I have 
grave concerns about the dangerous 
precedent of opening foreign sovereign 
immunity. I believe our national secu-
rity and foreign policy could be put in 
jeopardy if reciprocal laws are enacted 
in other countries, with the potential 
to open U.S. citizens, officials, and 
servicemembers to foreign lawsuits in 
which they could be required to dis-
close classified or sensitive informa-
tion as part of court proceedings in 
other countries. 

I have joined 27 of my colleagues in 
sending a bipartisan letter to the bill’s 
authors, Senators SCHUMER and COR-
NYN, laying out our concerns about the 
legislation and seeking their commit-
ment to work with us to mitigate any 
potential consequences of enacting this 
legislation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PLANNED PARENT-
HOOD FEDERATION OF AMERICA 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, 
today I congratulate the Planned Par-
enthood Federation of America on a 
century’s commitment to protecting 
women’s health and making that 
health care a right, not a privilege. I 
have been proud to stand with Planned 
Parenthood against a tide of relentless 
political attacks, and I look forward to 
supporting this organization as it con-
tinues to empower all Americans to 
take control of their health for years 
to come. 

When advocates opened the first 
birth control health clinic in the 
United States in 1916, they had a sim-
ple but bold goal: to ensure that all 
women, regardless of where they were 
born or where they live, have access to 
the information and resources they 
need to lead strong and healthy lives. 
Over the next hundred years, Planned 
Parenthood worked to cement the idea 
that preventive and reproductive 
health care is not a privilege afforded 
to the few but a key to leading a full, 
healthy life that should be available to 
every American. 

In Ohio, our 28 Planned Parenthood 
clinics educate and provide care to tens 
of thousands of men and women each 
year, many of whom have nowhere else 
to turn. The lives and struggles of 
those patients are what motivate the 
dedicated staff and volunteers at these 
health clinics. And they do this critical 
work in the face of constant threats 
and attacks from all levels of govern-
ment. Just this year, the State of Ohio 
passed an ill-conceived law that, had it 
not been overturned by a Federal dis-
trict court, would have jeopardized ac-
cess to preventive care and ceased op-
eration of a prominent infant mor-
tality prevention program. 

I get letters all the time from con-
stituents who rely on Planned Parent-
hood. One Ohioan wrote to me saying, 
‘‘I was so amazed by the support for 
women that Planned Parenthood pro-
vided that I volunteered for them for 
years,’’ while another wrote, ‘‘Planned 
Parenthood not only provided a well- 
rounded education, in which I had re-
ceived none previously, but they also 
provided services that I would not have 
had access to otherwise.’’ I have even 
heard that Planned Parenthood ‘‘saved 
the life of my best friend when she 
found a lump in her breast and she had 
no health insurance.’’ 

We need to listen to the voices of 
these women and remember that 
Planned Parenthood remains a vital 
health provider for so many. It is a 
strong advocate for its patients, and 
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further attempts to defund or desta-
bilize this organization will result in 
more undiagnosed cancers, more un-
treated illnesses, and more unintended 
pregnancies. 

We have seen the incredible progress 
our country can make when women 
make their own health care decisions 
and follow their dreams, and we know 
what an important role Planned Par-
enthood plays in making that possible. 
Congratulations to Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America on its 
100th anniversary and for the impor-
tant work its members do in Ohio’s 
communities and across the country 
every day. 

f 

NATIONAL MANUFACTURING DAY 

Mr. BENNET. Madam President, in 
honor of National Manufacturing Day 
on October 7, I would like to recognize 
the nearly 150,000 Coloradans who work 
for the 6,000 manufacturers across the 
State and contribute $20 billion annu-
ally to the State’s economy. 

Colorado manufacturers contribute 
their ingenuity and talent to support 
growth in the aerospace, energy, bio-
science, defense, food and beverage, ag-
riculture, apparel and many other in-
dustries. In 2015, they exported over $8 
billion worth of U.S.-made goods over-
seas. 

Manufacturing leaders in Colorado 
are continually looking for innovative 
ways to produce high-quality products. 
They have developed strong public-pri-
vate-university partnerships through 
the Alliance for the Development of 
Additive Processing Technologies, 
ADAPT, Center at Colorado School of 
Mines, led by the Manufacturer’s 
Edge—Colorado’s NIST Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership—and the Digital 
Manufacturing and Design Innovation 
Institute National Research Initiative 
at the University of Colorado-Boulder. 

From Oliver Manufacturing in La 
Junta to Woodward in Fort Collins to 
Lockheed Martin in Littleton to Rey-
nolds Polymer in Grand Junction, 
manufacturers play a significant role 
in our local communities, providing 
high-skilled jobs and opportunities for 
suppliers and service providers. 

That is why I look forward to cele-
brate the contributions of Colorado’s 
manufacturers throughout the month 
of October with my colleagues in the 
Colorado congressional delegation, 
Governor John Hickenlooper, and Man-
ufacturer’s Edge. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CLARENCE M. 
DITLOW III 

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize and thank 
Mr. Clarence M. Ditlow III for his com-
mitment to protecting the American 
people. Through a lifetime of work im-
proving automotive and safety laws, 
Mr. Ditlow has helped save thousands 
of lives and prevented many more inju-
ries than would otherwise have oc-
curred. A tireless champion for con-

sumers, his work has resulted in better 
government oversight of automakers, 
the installation of key safety features, 
and the exposure of safety defects in 
millions of cars, SUVs, and other 
trucks. 

A 1965 chemical engineering graduate 
of Lehigh University, Mr. Ditlow 
pivoted to the legal profession fol-
lowing the completion of a JD from 
Georgetown University in 1970 and an 
LLM from Harvard Law School in 1971. 
Since then, he has been instrumental 
in improving auto safety, reliability, 
and efficiency as executive director of 
the Center for Auto Safety. 

Mr. Ditlow’s discovery of numerous 
automotive defects, combined with his 
persistent pressure on safety agencies 
and automakers alike, led to the re-
moval of many unsafe vehicles from 
the road. His direct efforts led to the 
automotive recalls of 6.7 million Chev-
rolets with defective engine mounts, 15 
million Firestone 500 tires, 1.5 million 
Ford Pintos and 2 million Jeeps with 
exploding gas tanks, 3 million Evenflo 
child seats with defective latches, 7 
million Toyotas because of sudden ac-
celeration defects, 2 million GM vehi-
cles with defective ignition switches, 
and over 30 million Takata airbag in-
flators. He also led consumer efforts to 
get ‘‘lemon laws’’ passed in all 50 
States. 

I offer my sincere appreciation to Mr. 
Clarence M. Ditlow III and the Center 
for Automotive Safety for indefati-
gable dedication to auto safety and vig-
ilance in uncovering automotive safety 
threats. Clarence demonstrates the im-
pact a devoted industry watchdog can 
have on informing the public and sav-
ing lives. I am grateful for his years of 
collaboration with and assistance to 
Members of Congress, Federal and 
State safety agencies, and a myriad of 
other stakeholders, to improve auto-
motive and public safety. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DONDA MORGAN 

Mr. UDALL. Madam President, I 
wish to say a heartfelt thank you and 
congratulations to Donda Morgan, who 
retired at the end of last month after 
17 years and 8 months with my office. I 
do this knowing that she shies away 
from fuss and attention, preferring to 
stay quiet and behind the scenes. But 
she deserves this recognition for her 
service to me—and especially to the 
people of New Mexico. 

Donda was born and raised in the 
Clovis-Portales area of Eastern New 
Mexico. She graduated from Eastern 
New Mexico University and worked in 
public service for over two decades. 
She came to Washington in 1995 after a 
nearly 10-year stint with Capitol Gov-
ernment Reports, a Santa Fe publica-
tion. She went to work for one of my 
predecessors in the House of Represent-
atives, former U.S. Representative Bill 
Richardson, until he was appointed En-
ergy Secretary. So I knew she was well 
qualified for the job. When I was elect-
ed in 1998, she joined my new congres-

sional office, starting almost on the 
first day of the new year, January 3, 
1999. 

Donda began as the manager of my 
office operations, managing the office 
budget and then my schedule—which I 
am sure was no easy task. As one news-
paper reporter once wrote, she was in 
charge of ‘‘everything that [came] in 
and out of the . . . office from pencils 
and pens to letterhead and business 
cards.’’ She served with me throughout 
my tenure in the House and then 
moved over to the Senate staff as my 
executive assistant and scheduler when 
I was elected to this body in 2009. 

I admire many things about Donda, 
but perhaps the most important is that 
she served with the highest integrity. 
As my assistant and scheduler, she 
worked directly with New Mexicans 
who came to my Washington office for 
appointments or to check in with me 
or my staff. Donda was always particu-
larly careful to make sure that every-
one was treated the same. In a sense, 
she was the face of my Senate office, 
scheduling and greeting everyone— 
celebrated or not—with equal parts of 
graciousness and firmness, while keep-
ing the train running on time, a 
daunting task in a Senate office. She 
firmly appreciated that her first re-
sponsibility was to the people of New 
Mexico. My constituents from New 
Mexico got to know and love her. I 
have heard them comment that they 
were glad that she was my scheduler 
because they knew she would try her 
best to make sure they had an oppor-
tunity to see me. 

Donda has a strong work ethic and 
was an incredible coworker and team 
player, always willing to help where 
she could. She also has a quirky sense 
of style. My staff especially enjoyed 
hearing ZZ Top and AC/DC playing 
from her office while she worked. She 
was known for wearing colorful 
hightop sneakers, chosen with the help 
of her beloved grandson Aiden. 

Donda also has a fondness for certain 
celebrities, and while she shied away 
from the fuss, she enjoyed seeing some 
of the Hollywood stars who sometimes 
visit Congress to talk about issues they 
care about. But, more than anything, 
Donda appreciates good, hard work. My 
dad used to say it was important not 
just to ‘‘get it done—but get it done 
right.’’ And that fits Donda to a T. She 
had a demanding job. To use a meta-
phor, she was a juggler, and she man-
aged to do it with humor and unfailing 
commitment. 

Time, which she managed for my of-
fice with such skill and aplomb, has 
now brought her to a much deserved re-
tirement, which I know she will man-
age with equal grace and spirit. I thank 
her on behalf of my office and the peo-
ple of New Mexico. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO ALAN CHARLES 
∑ Mr. DAINES. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize Alan Charles 
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of Miles City for his tireless work at 
Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks. 
Alan served in the agency’s Helena of-
fice for the last 20 years, helping main-
tain Montanans’ access to quality 
hunting grounds, an integral part of 
our way of life. 

In his role, Alan oversaw the block 
management program, which enabled 
landowners to enroll 7,234,628 acres of 
land for public hunting. He also pro-
vided oversight for critical access pro-
grams to ensure Montanans were able 
to enjoy our great outdoors and par-
ticipate in our favorite pastimes. Over 
the course of 10 legislative sessions, he 
also provided testimony and back-
ground on legislation dealing with ac-
cess and game issues in our great 
State. 

Alan was also a community builder, 
helping bring together landowners, the 
State government, and sportsmen, 
finding common ground among these 
groups. 

I am grateful for Alan’s service to 
our State and its vast natural re-
sources. After all, they are what make 
Montana the Treasure State. It takes a 
dedicated person to accomplish what 
Alan did, and I profoundly appreciate 
his time and efforts to preserve the 
Montanan way of life.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING FARM RESCUE 

∑ Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize Farm Rescue 
for assisting 400 farm and ranch fami-
lies during times of crisis. Farm Res-
cue provides assistance to farming 
families who are suffering from a 
major injury, illness, or natural dis-
aster by lending a helping hand with 
planting, harvesting crops, or pro-
viding haying assistance. They also as-
sist producers with hauling hay and 
grain if a farmer or rancher cannot do 
these critical tasks. Farm Rescue’s re-
lief efforts have come in times of nat-
ural disaster, like tornadoes, and per-
sonal crisis, such as cancer treatments, 
spinal cord injuries, and lost limbs. 

In rural communities, it is common 
for folks to help one another when in 
need, and this organization epitomizes 
that spirit. Farm Rescue was founded 
by Bill Gross in 2006, a native North 
Dakota farm boy who, while working 
as a full-time UPS pilot, donates his 
free time to run this organization. Mr. 
Gross has molded Farm Rescue into a 
one-of-a-kind nonprofit organization 
whose sole purpose is to aid farmers 
and ranchers who need a little help in 
the midst of a crisis. Farm Rescue ac-
tually does the critical labor the farm-
er or rancher needs to get done, while 
the assisted producer provides the crop 
inputs, like seed, fertilizer, and fuel 

Since 2006, Farm Rescue has assisted 
hundreds of farm families in the Mid-
west, including North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Iowa, Montana, and Min-
nesota. This year alone, Farm Rescue 
has already helped 50 families, and 
they are still in the field assisting 
more. Its operations are primarily 

completed by a volunteer labor force 
that come from all over the country to 
help, and many of those volunteers are 
retired farmers seeking to lend their 
help and expertise to those in need. 

Farm Rescue’s first case in 2006 was 
to assist a farmer whose hand was sev-
ered in an auger accident. In 2012, they 
harvested for a family near Wyndmere, 
ND, marking their 200th case, after the 
farmer fell off his semitrailer and 
broke vertebrae in his neck. One hun-
dred cases later, in 2014, Farm Rescue 
helped a Fergus Falls, MN, man with 
harvest while he underwent treatment 
for blood cancer. Two years later, 
Farm Rescue is now completing its 
400th case by enabling a family with a 
loved one suffering from cancer to 
complete harvest. 

It must be a great relief to farming 
and ranching families to know that, if 
an unexpected medical diagnosis com-
plicates spring planting or multiple 
lengthy trips to doctor appointments 
make harvesting the fall crop near im-
possible, there is an organization that 
will coordinate volunteers to come out 
and lend a neighborly helping hand. 
Farm Rescue is making a positive con-
tribution to the agriculture commu-
nity all over the United States, and I 
am proud to be able to recognize this 
organization. Farm Rescue is a power-
ful reminder of what Americans can 
achieve when they work together to 
help each other in times of need.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRETT BAKER 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Brett Baker, a 2016 summer 
intern in my Orlando office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Brett is a current student from the 
University of South Florida. He is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
his internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Brett for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TRISTAN BAKER 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Tristan Baker, a 2016 sum-
mer intern in my Orlando office, for all 
of the hard work he has done for me, 
my staff, and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Tristan is a current student from 
Rollins College. He is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who has been devoted 
to getting the most out of his intern-
ship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Tristan for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO NICOLETTE 
DELORENZO 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Nicolette DeLorenzo, a 2016 
summer intern in my Orlando office, 
for all of the hard work she has done 
for me, my staff, and the people of the 
State of Florida. 

Nicolette is a current student from 
Wake Forest University. She is a dedi-
cated and diligent worker who has been 
devoted to getting the most out of her 
internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Nicolette 
for all the fine work she has done and 
wish her continued success in the years 
to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NICOLAS DUARIO 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Nicolas Duario, a 2016 sum-
mer intern in my Orlando office, for all 
of the hard work he has done for me, 
my staff, and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Nicolas is a student at Bishop Moore 
High School. He is a dedicated and dili-
gent worker who has been devoted to 
getting the most out of his internship 
experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Nicolas for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN PAUL GILLIGAN 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize John Paul Gilligan, a 2016 
summer intern in my Jacksonville of-
fice, for all of the hard work he has 
done for me, my staff, and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

John Paul is a recent graduate from 
Villanova University, where he ma-
jored in comprehensive science. He is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
his internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to John Paul 
for all the fine work he has done and 
wish him continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WESLEY HARRIS 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Wesley Harris, a 2016 sum-
mer intern in my Orlando office, for all 
of the hard work he has done for me, 
my staff, and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Wesley is a student at Boone High 
School. He is a dedicated and diligent 
worker who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Wesley for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH TODD 

HIGGINBOTHAM 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Joseph Todd Higginbotham, 
a 2016 spring intern in my Jacksonville 
office, for all of the hard work he has 
done for me, my staff, and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

Joseph is a recent graduate from the 
University of North Florida, where he 
majored in political science and 
minored in urban and metropolitan 
studies and public administration. He 
is a dedicated and diligent worker who 
has been devoted to getting the most 
out of his internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Joseph for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLIN MATTHAEI 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Colin Matthaei, a 2016 sum-
mer intern in my Jacksonville office, 
for all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the people of the 
State of Florida. 

Colin is a current student from Bir-
mingham-Southern College, where he 
is majoring in global comparative stud-
ies. He is a dedicated and diligent 
worker who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Colin for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DARBY MCQUEEN 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Darby McQueen, a 2016 sum-
mer intern in my Orlando office, for all 
of the hard work she has done for me, 
my staff, and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Darby is a current student from the 
University of Alabama. She is a dedi-
cated and diligent worker who has been 
devoted to getting the most out of her 
internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Darby for 
all the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALISE MORRIS 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Alise Morris, a 2016 spring 
intern in my Jacksonville office, for all 
of the hard work she has done for me, 
my staff, and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Alise is a recent graduate from the 
University of North Florida, where she 
majored in political science. She is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Alise for all 

the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRETT NOLAN 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Brett Nolan, a 2016 summer 
intern in my Jacksonville office, for all 
of the hard work he has done for me, 
my staff, and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Brett is a current student from the 
University of North Florida, where he 
is majoring in political science in 
American politics and minoring in eco-
nomics and communications. He is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
his internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Brett for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHELBY RIGDON 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Shelby Rigdon, a 2016 
spring intern in my Jacksonville office, 
for all of the hard work she has done 
for me, my staff, and the people of the 
State of Florida. 

Shelby is a recent graduate from the 
University of North Florida, where she 
majored in political science. She is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Shelby for 
all the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LONDON ROTUNDO 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize London Rotundo, a 2016 
summer intern in my Orlando office, 
for all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the people of the 
State of Florida. 

London is a student from Keiser Uni-
versity in Orlando. He is a dedicated 
and diligent worker who has been de-
voted to getting the most out of his in-
ternship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to London for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAKAYLA STILIANOU 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Makayla Stilianou, a 2016 
summer intern in my Jacksonville of-
fice, for all of the hard work she has 
done for me, my staff, and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

Makayla is a current student from 
the University of Florida, where she is 
majoring in English. She is a dedicated 
and diligent worker who has been de-

voted to getting the most out of her in-
ternship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Makayla 
for all the fine work she has done and 
wish her continued success in the years 
to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALEXANDRA TEISAN 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Alexandra Teisan, a 2016 
summer intern in my Jacksonville of-
fice, for all of the hard work she has 
done for me, my staff, and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

Alexandra is a current student from 
American University, where she is ma-
joring in international studies. She is a 
dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Alexandra 
for all the fine work she has done and 
wish her continued success in the years 
to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BENJAMIN TORPEY 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Benjamin Torpey, a 2016 
summer intern in my Orlando office, 
for all of the hard work he has done for 
me, my staff, and the people of the 
State of Florida. 

Benjamin is a student at the Univer-
sity of Florida. He is a dedicated and 
diligent worker who has been devoted 
to getting the most out of his intern-
ship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Benjamin 
for all the fine work he has done and 
wish him continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LYDIA WALSH 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Lydia Walsh, a 2016 summer 
intern in my Orlando office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Lydia is a graduate from Stetson 
University. She is a dedicated and dili-
gent worker who has been devoted to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Lydia for 
all the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAROLINE WILLIAMS 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Caroline Williams, a 2016 
summer intern in my Jacksonville of-
fice, for all of the hard work she has 
done for me, my staff, and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

Caroline is a current student from 
the University of Florida, where she is 
majoring in political science. She is a 
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dedicated and diligent worker who has 
been devoted to getting the most out of 
her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Caroline for 
all the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING CHARLES 
DELESLINE FOSTER 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, I wish 
to acknowledge and honor Mr. Charles 
DeLesline Foster, the first African 
American to graduate from The Citadel 
in Charleston, SC. This year, on No-
vember 5, the school is celebrating the 
50-year anniversary of his matricula-
tion into the school. 

Although Mr. Foster is no longer 
with us, we still remember and honor 
his legacy. After graduating from The 
Citadel in 1970 with a degree in busi-
ness administration, he went on to 
serve our Nation as a second lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army and became an explo-
sives expert working at the Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds in Maryland. In 1973, 
he left the Army and became the man-
ager for a moving company in Texas. 

Mr. Foster was an American hero 
who served his country and became a 
significant part of our State’s history. 
I wish I could be there with the com-
munity to celebrate such a historical 
moment. But it is truly an honor to 
recognize Mr. Charles Foster, a true 
trailblazer, and his story can serve as 
an inspiration to us all.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. VEGE RAO 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, after 
serving pediatric patients and their 
families for 38 years, Dr. Vege Rao will 
be retiring from Marion Pediatrics. 

Dr. Rao, a loyal, dedicated, and pas-
sionate physician became the first pe-
diatrician in Marion County when he 
opened his pediatric practice in 1978. 
He chose Marion County due to high 
infant mortality rates and the great 
need for pediatric services in the com-
munity. 

Dr. Rao has served as a pillar to this 
rural community, as evidenced by the 
generations of families he has provided 
health care to over the years. Many 
parents of today’s patients were ini-
tially patients of his themselves. Dr. 
Rao’s legacy will forever be defined not 
just by his work but by the people he 
touched in this community, some of 
the State’s most vulnerable and under-
served populations. 

I wish to recognize both him and his 
wife, Sochetha, for epitomizing the 
very best of the Palmetto State. I wish 
Dr. Rao well on his retirement; he has 
earned it.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LARSON 
CHIROPRACTIC 

∑ Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, 
from time to time, I will be coming for-

ward to recognize a small business 
from Alaska that has made contribu-
tions to our community. 

This month, I wish to recognize Lar-
son Chiropractic, a small business in 
Wasilla, AK, that does big things. Lar-
son Chiropractic exemplifies the things 
that small businesses can do to benefit 
a community, a State, and our coun-
try. 

First, let me say that small business 
truly is the backbone of our economy 
and our communities, and we should be 
doing all we can do in DC to support 
small businesses and the entrepreneur-
ship and innovation that creates them. 
Small businesses owners and those who 
work for them have ties to the commu-
nity. They know community needs, and 
they work to fulfill those needs. 

Larson Chiropractic is a family busi-
ness committed to improving the 
health care and lifestyles of Mat-Su 
Valley residents. Dr. Dan Larson start-
ed the company in 1991, and now his 
son, Dr. Kris Larson, owns Larson 
Chiropractic and Back in Action Phys-
ical Therapy. The company is fully 
Alaskan-owned and operated, and 
though it is small, the effect on the 
local community is anything but. 

Larson Chiropractic focuses on fam-
ily-oriented chiropractic health care 
that emphasizes effective pain relief 
without the use of drugs and promoting 
wellness care through prevention, spe-
cializing in sports treatment. Their 
community service centers around 
their commitment to the area high 
school athletes. The business is also 
heavily involved in the annual food 
drive during Hunger Action Month. 

Dr. Kris Larson volunteers countless 
hours at high school sporting events, 
dealing with injuries on scene, free of 
charge and, preventing the need for ex-
pensive treatment and recovery time 
later. The staff have also become reg-
ular fixtures at sporting events 
throughout the region, donating time 
and resources to sporting programs in 
each high school. 

Even retired founder Dr. Dan fills in 
at the clinic when needed and during 
September assists student athletes and 
coaches from Wasilla High School 
every Friday night. From football sea-
son, he transitions into basketball sea-
son, often traveling with the teams to 
make sure they are always ready to 
compete. 

Dr. Dan also started the Doc Larson 
Roundball Classic Tournament at the 
school to give athletes exposure to new 
people, more basketball, and to give 
back to the community. Larson Chiro-
practic and Back in Action Physical 
Therapy staff a therapy room at 
Wasilla High for the entire tour-
nament, providing free care to all ath-
letes present, no matter where their 
team is from. 

Finally, Larson Chiropractic cares 
about the community beyond sports 
medicine. For Hunger Action Month, 
the business hosts a food drive to help 
residents of the Mat-Su Valley, cov-
ering the cost of admission to the 

Wasilla High varsity football match-up 
for anyone who donates two or more 
food items and continuing the drive in 
the clinic’s lobby and waiting area. 

They also educate their patients, 
placing ‘‘Real People, Real Stories’’ 
displays inside examination rooms pro-
viding the stories of community mem-
bers who suffer food insecurity and how 
food drives help to ensure brighter fu-
tures for those in need. 

Larson Chiropractic cares about the 
community and cares about the com-
munity caring about the community. 
They have demonstrated a tireless, 
selfless drive to give back and an inspi-
rational enthusiasm. Their commit-
ment to creating better lives for the 
residents of the Mat-Su area has bene-
fitted this Alaskan community for 
many years and hopefully will continue 
to do so for many more.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING DAN SOSA, JR. 
∑ Mr. UDALL. Madam President, I 
wish to commemorate the life of Jus-
tice Dan Sosa, Jr. On September 4, New 
Mexico lost an accomplished jurist, 
combat veteran, and champion of the 
Hispanic community. It is with great 
sympathy and respect that I honor this 
beloved Las Crucen. 

Justice Sosa dedicated his long life 
to serving others. And thanks to news 
coverage of his life, I am able to share 
some details about his background and 
history. Shortly after enrolling at New 
Mexico A&M, he enlisted in the Air 
Force. When he returned home from 
World War II with 35 successful combat 
missions under his belt, Justice Sosa 
finished his undergraduate degree and 
spent a year teaching at Mesilla Ele-
mentary before enrolling in the Univer-
sity of New Mexico Law School. It was 
there that he met and married the love 
of his life, Rita. 

After graduating from law school, he 
returned to Las Cruces to start his own 
practice. He served as an assistant dis-
trict attorney and city judge before 
being elected district attorney of Dona 
Ana, Otero, and Lincoln Counties in 
1956, becoming the first Hispanic to 
ever serve in that position. 

Justice Sosa’s efforts to break down 
barriers for fellow Hispanics went far 
beyond his personal trailblazing. After 
completing two terms as district attor-
ney, in 1965, he helped found the Mexi-
can American Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund, or MALDEF, an organiza-
tion aimed at protecting the legal 
rights of Hispanics in America and pro-
moting educational opportunities. 

Justice Sosa is best known for his 
tenure on the New Mexico State Su-
preme Court. He was appointed to the 
court in 1975 and left as its chief justice 
in 1991. He remains one of the longest 
serving justices in the State court’s 
history. 

Throughout his storied career, Jus-
tice Sosa never forgot about the Las 
Cruces community he called home. In 
fact, he passed away in the very same 
adobe house he was born in on Novem-
ber 12, 1923. His commitment to the 
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principles he learned from his family 
and community guided his great life 
and helped him build a towering exam-
ple for generations of New Mexicans. 

Justice Sosa leaves behind his wife, 
Rita, his sister Lucia, 7 children, 26 
grandchildren, and 31 great-grand-
children, and I extend my deepest con-
dolences to his family and friends. He 
served his community, his State, and 
his country with honor. New Mexico 
will miss Justice Dan Sosa, Jr., a hum-
ble and dedicated public servant.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:01 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has agreed 
to the following concurrent resolution, 
without amendment): 

S. Con. Res. 53. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make a correction in the enrollment 
of H.R. 5325. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con Res. 166. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment of the 
House of Representatives. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 6094. An act to provide for a 6-month 
delay in the effective date of a rule of the 
Department of Labor relating to income 
thresholds for determining overtime pay for 
executive, administrative, professional, out-
side sales, and computer employees. 

The message further announced that 
the House agree to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 5325) mak-
ing appropriations for the Legislative 
Branch for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2017, and for other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
At 10:05 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 5325. An act making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2017, and for other 
purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

The President pro tempore (Mr. 
HATCH) announced that on today, Sep-
tember 29, 2016, he signed the following 
enrolled bills, which were previously 
signed by the Speaker of the House: 

S. 1004. An act to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to encourage the nationwide ob-
servance of two minutes of silence each Vet-
erans Day. 

S. 1698. An act to exclude payments from 
State eugenics compensation programs from 
consideration in determining eligibility for, 
or the amount of, Federal public benefits. 

S. 1878. An act to extend the pediatric pri-
ority review voucher program. 

S. 2683. An act to include disabled veteran 
leave in the personnel management system 
of the Federal Aviation Administration. 

H.R. 2494. An act to support global anti- 
poaching efforts, strengthen the capacity of 
partner countries to counter wildlife traf-
ficking, designate major wildlife trafficking 
countries, and for other purposes. 

At 12:56 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5303. An act to provide for improve-
ments to the rivers and harbors of the United 
States, to provide for the conservation and 
development of water and related resources, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 954. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt from the in-
dividual mandate certain individuals who 
had coverage under a terminated qualified 
health plan funded through the Consumer 
Operated and Oriented Plan (CO–OP) pro-
gram. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bills were read the first 
time: 

H.R. 6094. An act to provide for a 6-month 
delay in the effective date of a rule of the 
Department of Labor relating to income 
thresholds for determining overtime pay for 
executive, administrative, professional, out-
side sales, and computer employees. 

S. 3464. A bill to provide incremental in-
creases to the salary threshold for exemp-
tions for executive, administrative, profes-
sional, outside sales, and computer employ-
ees under the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938, and for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, September 29, 2016, she 
had presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bills: 

S. 1004. An act to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to encourage the nationwide ob-
servance of two minutes of silence each Vet-
erans Day. 

S. 1698. An act to exclude payments from 
State eugenics compensation programs from 
consideration in determining eligibility for, 
or the amount of, Federal public benefits. 

S. 1878. An act to extend the pediatric pri-
ority review voucher program. 

S. 2683. An act to include disabled veteran 
leave in the personnel management system 
of the Federal Aviation Administration. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute: 

S. 2763. A bill to provide the victims of Hol-
ocaust-era persecution and their heirs a fair 
opportunity to recover works of art con-
fiscated or misappropriated by the Nazis. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. DAINES: 
S. 3460. A bill to amend title 54, United 

States Code, to provide certain limitations 
on the designation and use of national monu-
ments; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. KIRK: 
S. 3461. A bill to require the Securities and 

Exchange Commission to refund or credit 
certain excess payments made to the Com-
mission; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. SCOTT, 
and Mr. FLAKE): 

S. 3462. A bill to provide for a 6-month 
delay in the effective date of a rule of the 
Department of Labor relating to income 
thresholds for determining overtime pay for 
executive, administrative, professional, out-
side sales, and computer employees; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. JOHNSON: 
S. 3463. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to exempt student workers 
for purposes of determining a higher edu-
cation institution’s employer health care 
shared responsibility; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. SCOTT, 
and Mr. FLAKE): 

S. 3464. A bill to provide incremental in-
creases to the salary threshold for exemp-
tions for executive, administrative, profes-
sional, outside sales, and computer employ-
ees under the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938, and for other purposes; read the first 
time. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
PORTMAN): 

S. 3465. A bill to amend the Export Admin-
istration Act of 1979 to include in the prohi-
bitions on boycotts against allies of the 
United States boycotts fostered by inter-
national governmental organizations against 
Israel and to direct the Export-Import Bank 
of the United States to oppose boycotts 
against Israel, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
S. 3466. A bill to allow sponsors of certain 

new drug applications to rely upon investiga-
tions conducted in certain foreign countries, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. HATCH): 

S. 3467. A bill to amend the Investment 
Company Act of 1940 to terminate an exemp-
tion for companies located in Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, and any other possession 
of the United States; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
ROBERTS): 

S. 3468. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Act to expand tax credit education and 
training for small businesses, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 
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By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mrs. MUR-

RAY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BROWN, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN): 

S. Res. 590. A resolution commemorating 
100 years of health care services provided by 
Planned Parenthood; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, and Mr. COTTON): 

S. Res. 591. A resolution designating the 
week of October 9 through October 15, 2016, 
as ‘‘National Case Management Week’’ to 
recognize the role of case management in 
improving health care outcomes for patients; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. SCOTT (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. Res. 592. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of the month of Sep-
tember 2016 as ‘‘Sickle Cell Disease Aware-
ness Month’’ in order to educate commu-
nities across the United States about sickle 
cell disease and the need for research, early 
detection methods, effective treatments, and 
preventative care programs with respect to 
sickle cell disease; considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mrs. 
MCCASKILL): 

S. Res. 593. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 22, 2016, as ‘‘National Falls Preven-
tion Awareness Day’’ to raise awareness and 
encourage the prevention of falls among 
older adults; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. WICKER): 

S. Res. 594. A resolution expressing support 
for designation of the third Saturday in Oc-
tober 2016 as ‘‘National Animal Rescue Day’’ 
to create awareness of and educate individ-
uals on the importance of adoption of ani-
mals, to create a humane environment for 
any pet, and to encourage animal adoptions 
throughout the United States; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
VITTER, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Ms. HIRONO, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. COONS, Mrs. 
ERNST, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. PETERS): 

S. Res. 595. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Veterans Small 
Business Week; to the Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. KIRK, 
and Mr. MURPHY): 

S. Res. 596. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2016 as ‘‘Pulmonary Fibrosis Aware-
ness Month’’; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. Res. 597. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2016 as ‘‘National Kinship Care 
Month’’; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. REID, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
KIRK, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
FRANKEN, and Ms. MURKOWSKI): 

S. Res. 598. A resolution designating Octo-
ber 2016 as ‘‘Filipino American History 
Month’’; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. AYOTTE, and 
Mr. WICKER): 

S. Res. 599. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of October 20, 2016, as the 
‘‘National Day on Writing’’; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. REED, 

Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. KIRK, Mr. PETERS, 
and Ms. COLLINS): 

S. Res. 600. A resolution designating the 
week of September 26 through 30, 2016, as 
‘‘National Adult Education and Family Lit-
eracy Week’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. Res. 601. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 2016 as ‘‘National Dystonia Aware-
ness Month’’ and raising awareness and un-
derstanding of the disorder of dystonia; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. REID, Mr. UDALL, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. CARDIN, and 
Mr. HELLER): 

S. Res. 602. A resolution supporting the in-
clusion and meaningful engagement of 
Latinos in environmental protection and 
conservation efforts; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. PETERS, and Mr. 
PERDUE): 

S. Res. 603. A resolution designating the 
week beginning on the first Friday after 
Thanksgiving in 2016 as ‘‘National Electronic 
Payments Week’’; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. KIRK: 
S. Res. 604. A resolution expressing support 

for the designation of November 2016 as ‘‘Na-
tional Bladder Health Month’’; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. NELSON): 

S. Res. 605. A resolution honoring Arnold 
Palmer; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. HATCH, Mr. INHOFE, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. 
SHELBY, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. VITTER, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. 
ENZI, and Mr. LANKFORD): 

S. Res. 606. A resolution honoring the 
memories and legacies of the 3 law enforce-
ment officers who lost their lives in the at-
tack on July 17, 2016, in Baton Rouge, Lou-
isiana, condemning that attack, and recog-
nizing the heroism of law enforcement per-
sonnel and first responders; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. BURR, and 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. Res. 607. A resolution recognizing the 
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency on 
its 20th anniversary; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Ms. WARREN, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. COONS, Mr. NELSON, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. REED, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. CARPER, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. Res. 608. A resolution designating the 
week of September 17 through September 24, 
2016, as ‘‘National Estuaries Week’’; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. Res. 609. A resolution honoring the 
memories and heroic actions of those killed, 
injured, and affected by the fatal bus crash 

in Laplace, Louisiana, on August 28, 2016; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. BURR, Mr. BLUNT, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. KING, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. PETERS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
KIRK, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. THUNE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mr. HOEVEN): 

S. Res. 610. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of the first Friday in Oc-
tober 2016 as ‘‘Manufacturing Day’’; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr. 
BENNET): 

S. Res. 611. A resolution supporting the 
designation of October 8, 2016, as ‘‘40 Years of 
Women Cadets at the United States Air 
Force Academy Day’’; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. COONS): 

S. Res. 612. A resolution recognizing the 
Weatherization Assistance Program during 
its 40th anniversary year for its history of 
reducing the energy costs of families with 
low incomes, making low-income households 
healthier and safer, positively impacting the 
environment, and supporting jobs and new 
technology; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. COCH-
RAN, and Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. Res. 613. A resolution recognizing the 
50th anniversary of North Mississippi Rural 
Legal Services in Oxford, Mississippi; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. Con. Res. 55. A concurrent resolution 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 
1916 opening of the Texas A&M College of 
Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences 
and the 2016 opening of the new Texas A&M 
Veterinary & Biomedical Education complex 
in College Station, Texas; considered and 
agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 298 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
298, a bill to amend titles XIX and XXI 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
States with the option of providing 
services to children with medically 
complex conditions under the Medicaid 
program and Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program through a care coordina-
tion program focused on improving 
health outcomes for children with 
medically complex conditions and low-
ering costs, and for other purposes. 

S. 314 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 314, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for coverage under the Medi-
care program of pharmacist services. 

S. 843 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:03 Sep 30, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29SE6.010 S29SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6268 September 29, 2016 
of S. 843, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to count a pe-
riod of receipt of outpatient observa-
tion services in a hospital toward satis-
fying the 3-day inpatient hospital re-
quirement for coverage of skilled nurs-
ing facility services under Medicare. 

S. 1714 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1714, a bill to amend the Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977 to transfer certain funds to the 
Multiemployer Health Benefit Plan 
and the 1974 United Mine Workers of 
America Pension Plan, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1831 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1831, a bill to revise section 48 of 
title 18, United States Code, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2216 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2216, a bill to provide immu-
nity from suit for certain individuals 
who disclose potential examples of fi-
nancial exploitation of senior citizens, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2551 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2551, a bill to help prevent acts 
of genocide and mass atrocities, which 
threaten national and international se-
curity, by enhancing United States ci-
vilian capacities to prevent and miti-
gate such crises. 

S. 2595 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2595, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend the railroad track 
maintenance credit. 

S. 2867 
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2867, a bill to amend the Securi-
ties Exchange Act of 1934 to establish 
an Office of the Advocate for Small 
Business Capital Formation and a 
Small Business Capital Formation Ad-
visory Committee, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2895 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2895, a bill to extend the civil 
statute of limitations for victims of 
Federal sex offenses. 

S. 3021 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3021, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to authorize 

the use of Post-9/11 Educational Assist-
ance to pursue independent study pro-
grams at certain educational institu-
tions that are not institutions of high-
er learning. 

S. 3034 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3034, a bill to prohibit the National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration from allowing the 
Internet Assigned Numbers Authority 
functions contract to lapse unless spe-
cifically authorized to do so by an Act 
of Congress. 

S. 3065 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3065, a bill to amend 
parts B and E of title IV of the Social 
Security Act to invest in funding pre-
vention and family services to help 
keep children safe and supported at 
home, to ensure that children in foster 
care are placed in the least restrictive, 
most family-like, and appropriate set-
tings, and for other purposes. 

S. 3198 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 3198, a 
bill to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to improve the provision of adult 
day health care services for veterans. 

S. 3244 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3244, a bill to amend title 
XXVII of the Public Health Service Act 
to clarify the treatment of pediatric 
dental coverage in the individual and 
group markets outside of Exchanges es-
tablished under the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3304 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3304, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to im-
prove the Veterans Crisis Line. 

S. 3374 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3374, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a reduced 
excise tax rate for portable, electroni-
cally-aerated bait containers. 

S. 3391 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3391, a bill to reauthorize the Museum 
and Library Services Act. 

S. 3405 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-

sponsor of S. 3405, a bill to transfer cer-
tain items from the United States Mu-
nitions List to the Commerce Control 
List. 

S. 3407 
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name 

of the Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
THUNE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3407, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to facilitate assignment of 
military trauma care providers to ci-
vilian trauma centers in order to main-
tain military trauma readiness and to 
support such centers, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3414 
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3414, a bill to condition 
assistance to the West Bank and Gaza 
on steps by the Palestinian Authority 
to end violence and terrorism against 
Israeli citizens. 

S. 3449 
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the name 

of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3449, a bill to require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to develop a pro-
gram for labeling cultural property of 
Iraq or Syria legally entering the 
United States. 

S. RES. 432 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 432, a resolution supporting re-
spect for human rights and encour-
aging inclusive governance in Ethiopia. 

S. RES. 535 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 535, a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the traf-
ficking of illicit fentanyl into the 
United States from Mexico and China. 

S. RES. 536 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 536, a resolution proclaiming the 
week of October 30 through November 
5, 2016, as ‘‘National Obesity Care 
Week’’. 

S. RES. 579 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. Res. 579, a resolu-
tion recognizing the 40th Anniversary 
of the first class of women admitted to 
the Coast Guard Academy. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIIONS 

By Mr. DAINES: 
S. 3460. A bill to amend title 54, 

United States Code, to provide certain 
limitations on the designation and use 
of national monuments; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 
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There being no objection, the text of 

the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3460 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Local Com-
munity and Sportsmen Input in Monuments 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION AND USE OF NATIONAL 

MONUMENTS. 
Section 320301 of title 54, United States 

Code, is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘The 

President may, in the President’s discre-
tion,’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to subsection 
(e), the President may’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) CONSULTATION AND APPROVAL RE-

QUIRED BEFORE DESIGNATION.—No national 
monument may be designated under sub-
section (a) until— 

‘‘(1) each county, borough, parish, or equiv-
alent unit of local government within and 
adjacent to the boundaries of which the pro-
posed national monument is to be located— 

‘‘(A) has been consulted with respect to the 
designation; and 

‘‘(B) has approved the designation; and 
‘‘(2) the Governor and legislature of each 

State within the boundaries of which the 
proposed national monument is to be located 
has approved the proposed national monu-
ment. 

‘‘(f) RESTRICTIONS ON USE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any national monument 

designated under subsection (a) shall be open 
to hunting, fishing, other forms of recre-
ation, grazing, and other historic or tradi-
tional uses in accordance with applicable 
law, unless the Secretary concerned closes 
all or a portion of the national monument to 
1 or more of those uses, in accordance with 
the purposes of this chapter. 

‘‘(2) REVIEW PERIOD.—The Secretary shall 
not impose any restriction on hunting, fish-
ing, grazing, wildlife management, or other 
historic or traditional uses at a national 
monument designated under subsection (a) 
until the date of expiration of an appropriate 
review period, as determined by the Sec-
retary, providing for, with respect to the 
proposed restriction, the concurrence by ap-
plicable State wildlife management agen-
cies, public input, and approval by Con-
gress.’’. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for him-
self, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. SCOTT, and Mr. 
FLAKE): 

S. 3464. A bill to provide incremental 
increases to the salary threshold for 
exemptions for executive, administra-
tive, professional, outside sales, and 
computer employees under the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938, and for 
other purposes; read the first time. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
Senate offices have been hearing about 
something called the overtime rule on 
a daily basis. We are hearing about it 
from colleges, universities, Boy Scout 
troops, church camps, other nonprofits, 
employers, and employees who don’t 
like to be suddenly considered employ-
ees who punch a timecard. 

Today, I would like to talk about ac-
tion that Congress can take to change 
the effect of the overtime rule the ad-
ministration issued that will go into 
effect in December unless we do some-
thing. 

The Senator from Oklahoma, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and the Senator from 
Maine, Ms. COLLINS, introduced legisla-
tion that would delay for 6 months the 
implementation of the rule. I cospon-
sored that legislation and I fully sup-
port it. 

Yesterday, the House of Representa-
tives passed a bill with that same lan-
guage which would delay for 6 months 
the implementation of the rule. That 
would be my preferred solution. 

Today I am introducing another 
piece of legislation that addresses the 
problems with the overtime rule that I 
hope will gather more bipartisan sup-
port. A similar bill was introduced in 
the House by Democrat Representative 
KURT SCHRADER of Oregon and is co-
sponsored by 10 Democrats and 7 Re-
publicans. My hope is that when we 
come back in November, Senators on 
both sides of the aisle will have heard 
from their Boy Scout troops, from 
their colleges and universities, from 
their restaurants, and from their em-
ployees, who say: Wait a minute, this 
overtime rule makes no sense the way 
it is being implemented. Do something 
in November to change its negative ef-
fect on our country. 

I am introducing a bill today with 
the cosponsorship of Senator COLLINS 
of Maine, Senator LANKFORD of Okla-
homa, Senator SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, and Senator FLAKE of Arizona 
that will protect America’s nonprofits, 
churches, colleges, and communities 
from the effect of the administration’s 
overtime rule that will go into effect 
on December 1 unless we act. 

When we talk about employers that 
will be affected by overtime, we are 
talking about Operation Smile, which 
is a charity that funds cleft palate op-
erations for children. Operation Smile 
says this rule may cost them at least 
3,000 surgeries a year. The effect of this 
rule may mean 3,000 children won’t 
have surgeries each year for cleft pal-
ates because of the cost of this regula-
tion. 

We are talking about the Great 
Smoky Mountain Council of Boy 
Scouts. That is my home Boy Scout 
council where I grew up and where I 
live. They are telling me the new rule 
will result in about $100,000 in annual 
costs because during certain seasons 
employees staff weekend camping 
trips, which mean longer hours. That is 
what you do in Boy Scouts, Mr. Presi-
dent—you go on camping trips. And 
they are not 8-hour trips most of the 
time. If you are going to start saying 
they have to pay overtime to Scout 
masters and others you are going to 
have fewer boys and girls having a 
chance for Scouting. 

Senator ISAKSON of Georgia spoke on 
the floor about a phone call he received 
from the pastor at Johnson Ferry Bap-
tist Church in Marietta, one of the 
largest Baptist churches in Georgia. 
That church provides daycare, early 
childhood development, and sports ac-
tivities at Vacation Bible School, a 24/ 
7 program for underprivileged kids in 

the Atlanta area. Under the overtime 
rule that goes into effect in December, 
a camp counselor for their Vacation 
Bible School will have to be paid over-
time for many hours of the day when 
they are with the children, even if they 
are sleeping. So this rule could price 
the Johnson Ferry Baptist Church out 
of the business of providing Bible 
school church camp for underprivileged 
children. 

So there will be fewer cleft palate op-
erations, fewer Scouting opportunities, 
and fewer church camp opportunities 
for underprivileged children. 

Here’s what I mean by the overtime 
rule: 

Hourly workers in this country are 
usually paid overtime, but salaried 
workers generally don’t earn overtime 
unless they are making below a thresh-
old set by the Labor Department and 
required by the Fair Labor Standards 
Act. Today that threshold is a little 
over $23,000. This new rule issued by 
the Obama administration just 4 
months ago raises the threshold from 
just over $23,000 to over $47,000 all at 
once on December 1. In other words, in 
3 months it will double. This is a 100- 
percent increase and on December 1, 
employers will have had only about 6 
months to prepare for this, reclassify 
employees, put time clock systems in 
place, adjust workers’ schedules, and 
find new revenue to pay for all of this. 
It has thrown small businesses and col-
leges into a panic in the State of Ten-
nessee. One poll released this month 
found that 49 percent of business own-
ers were not aware of the rule that 
goes into effect in 3 months. 

The legislation I am introducing 
today would stretch out over 5 years 
the administration’s increase in the 
salary threshold for overtime pay. I 
have not met many people who don’t 
believe the threshold ought to go up. I 
have not met many people who think 
that it ought to be doubled in 6 months 
and automatically increased every 3 
years, or that it should jump so high 
and all at once. 

On December 1, under the legislation 
I am introducing, it would still in-
crease significantly—from $23,660 to 
$35,984. This is about a 50-percent in-
crease. This bill would modify a rule 
that many believe goes too high and 
too fast and will result in employers, 
nonprofits, colleges, and others cutting 
workers’ hours and limiting their 
workplace benefits and flexibility, as 
well as costing students more in tui-
tion. 

If there is one subject I hear about on 
the Senate floor, it is Senators from 
both sides of the aisle saying college 
costs are too high. Yet the independent 
colleges and the public colleges of Ten-
nessee have written me and they have 
detailed how the cost of this rule will 
have the effect of raising tuition by 
hundreds of dollars per student. So how 
can you go around complaining about 
college tuition increases on the one 
hand and on the other hand issue a rule 
that raises college tuition by hundreds 
of dollars in thousands of schools? 
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My bill will do four things: 
No. 1, it will modify the rule so that 

it is phased in over 5 years rather than 
all at once on December 1. Most people 
I talk to think it ought to go up, just 
as I have said, but they do not think it 
ought to go up all at once. There is no 
need for that, so phase it in over 5 
years. 

No. 2, make a significant increase on 
December 1, but then prohibit an in-
crease in 2017 to give employers and 
employees an opportunity to adjust 
while our independent government 
watchdog—the Government Account-
ability Office, the GAO—studies the 
impact of the rule on American work-
ers after the first year of implementa-
tion. So what I have said is that on De-
cember 1, the threshold goes up 50 per-
cent, and then for 1 year it doesn’t go 
up at all while the GAO studies the im-
pact of that increase on colleges, 
church camps, businesses, workers, and 
others. 

No. 3, it would clarify that the ad-
ministration does not have the author-
ity to automatically increase the over-
time threshold, which is currently set 
to occur automatically every 3 years, 
starting in 2020. 

No. 4, it would require a study of the 
rule’s impact after the first year of im-
plementation. If the study finds the 
impact is negative, the bill will exempt 
certain employers from future in-
creases—nonprofits, including church-
es, colleges, and universities; State and 
local governments; many Medicaid and 
Medicare eligible facilities, such as 
nursing homes or facilities serving in-
dividuals with disabilities. 

These are employers who can’t just 
raise prices. They are dependent on tax 
dollars or on charitable donations. And 
if they are in trouble because of this 
rule, our communities will lose critical 
services—surgeries for cleft palates, 
Scouting opportunities, church camps 
for underprivileged kids, and others. 

This is not a partisan proposal. My 
bill is very similar to a bill introduced 
by House Democrat KURT SCHRADER of 
Oregon and cosponsored by 10 Demo-
crats and 7 Republicans. So my hope is 
that our Democratic colleagues will 
take a look at this bill and say that 
this is a reasonable, bipartisan pro-
posal to apply more common sense to 
the overtime rule when it comes to the 
employees, employers, and nonprofits 
that serve our country. 

Without these bills, on December 1, 
the salary threshold for overtime pay 
will more than double, from just over 
$23,000 to over $47,000. Representative 
KURT SCHRADER, a Democrat, when he 
introduced his bill, said the following: 

Since the Department of Labor’s imme-
diate phase-in date was announced, we’ve 
heard from business owners and their em-
ployees who are worried about implementing 
this increase overnight. Without sufficient 
time to plan for the increase, cuts and demo-
tions will become inevitable, and workers 
will actually end up making less than they 
made before. 

Democratic Representative SCHRA-
DER has 10 Democrats as cosponsors, 

including Congressman JIM COOPER 
from my State of Tennessee, who said: 

I am hearing from lots of Middle Ten-
nesseans who are worried about how this new 
rule will affect them. The overtime rule 
hadn’t been adjusted in years and needed up-
dating. But it’s good to make commonsense 
changes and add flexibility so the rule works 
for all businesses and workers can actually 
have a chance to get ahead. We don’t want to 
see lost hours or shifts in job responsibility. 

I congratulate Senator COLLINS of 
Maine and Senator LANKFORD of Okla-
homa for the legislation they intro-
duced to delay the overtime rule’s ef-
fect for 6 months. I support that bill, 
and I am glad the House of Representa-
tives last night passed that bill, but I 
am also introducing this alternative 
for those in the body—especially my 
Democratic friends—who might not be 
willing to delay the implementation of 
the overtime rule, who believe it 
should go up, who believe it should go 
up as high as the President has pro-
posed but not as fast as the President 
has proposed, and who believe the rule 
has created a problem for nonprofits, 
such as the Boy Scouts, or surgeries for 
cleft palates or church camps. I hope 
they will seriously consider the pro-
posal I have made today, along with 
Senators COLLINS, LANKFORD, SCOTT, 
and FLAKE. 

Over the next 5 weeks between now 
and the election, we will all be home. 
We will have a chance to see our Boy 
Scout leaders. We will have a chance to 
see our doctors and visit our churches. 
We can go by our colleges and ask how 
much this is going to raise the tuition 
at Maryville College, the University of 
Tennessee, the University of Wyoming, 
or wherever we may be. And if the fact 
is that most Americans feel that to im-
pose this salary threshold on December 
1 is too high and too fast, there will be 
two alternatives when we come back. 
One is to delay the rule for 6 months, 
and the other is to raise the threshold 
just as high as the President proposed 
but do it over 5 years. Take half of the 
increase in the first year, no increase 
the second year, and exempt non-
profits, state and local governments, 
and many Medicare- and Medicaid-eli-
gible facilities if they are negatively 
affected. This is similar to the com-
monsense proposal that Congressman 
COOPER talked about, that 11 Demo-
crats as well as 7 Republicans have 
signed on to in the House, and that I 
hope will have serious consideration 
here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I 
wish to join Senator ALEXANDER in dis-
cussing this overtime rule. 

As he mentioned multiple times, 
Senator COLLINS and I dropped a com-
panion bill here in the Senate that was 
passed in the House that delays the 
overtime rule’s implementation by 6 
months. As he also mentioned, I am 
most certainly a cosponsor of his bill 
as well. That is another approach, and, 
quite frankly, we are all looking for 
different approaches to be able to ac-

complish something that needs to be 
done and needs to be done imme-
diately; that is, to address a regulation 
which has been put in place that can 
have serious, I believe, unintended con-
sequences but most certainly serious 
consequences across our economy. 

That is not an accusation that this 
administration wants to be able to 
damage the economy, wants to be able 
to damage small businesses, or wants 
to be able to damage universities and 
nonprofits. But I believe absolutely 
that is what is occurring. I am con-
cerned, though, that the administra-
tion seems to have been deaf to the 
message that has come up over and 
over again from many of us in the Con-
gress to be able to highlight that these 
are serious issues. Have you evaluated 
them? 

The Small Business Administration 
even has real concerns that the data 
they presented to the Department of 
Labor was not used, and the advocate 
for small businesses within the Depart-
ment of Labor is challenging the De-
partment of Labor to say: Why didn’t 
you use the data that we provided to be 
able to evaluate this? 

There are a lot of questions about 
how the regulation itself was promul-
gated or what the end goal is, but let 
me tell you what the real consequences 
are on the ground. I will give a couple 
of hypothetical situations, and then I 
will go into some practical ones. 

Right now, a single mom with a cou-
ple of kids at home is able to telecom-
mute into work a couple of days from 
her particular job as maybe a sales 
marketing manager. She can be in the 
office for 3 days, telecommute a couple 
of days, save child care costs, and this 
gives her some flexibility. Under this 
rule, those same places would not typi-
cally allow someone to telecommute 
because they have to see exactly the 
hours that someone is working. So she 
would have to physically be present in 
the office every day so the work hours 
could be tracked, removing that flexi-
bility and causing her increased child 
care costs and actually moving her to 
more of a situation where she is in a 
more structured environment, less 
suitable for her kids. 

I will give another thought on this. 
What if we reach into a situation that 
many of us face as many of the 
millennials now leaving college are 
going into the workforce, well-trained, 
well-equipped, wanting to get an assist-
ant manager’s position or wanting to 
be able to work into a salaried posi-
tion. It will be much more difficult for 
those individuals coming out of college 
now to land a salaried position be-
cause, overall, companies around the 
country that are hiring don’t want to 
hire salaried positions anymore; they 
want to be able to hire hourly people. 
So it will be tougher for the generation 
coming out of college right now to be 
able to land in those early manage-
ment positions. 

Is that a hypothetical situation? No. 
I would say it is already occurring. It 
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is already happening around the coun-
try. When I was home in August, trav-
eling around the State, this overtime 
regulation was the No. 1 question that 
came up when I talked to any business 
owner, any business person, any man-
ager. The first thing they raised was 
the coming overtime rule, both in its 
complexity and in trying to figure out 
how to be able to actually implement 
this into the cost of their business. The 
conversations were already occurring 
with employees where they were mov-
ing someone from a salaried position to 
an hourly position, and their employ-
ees hated it because they liked working 
to a spot where they were in a salaried 
position. 

During the August time period, I had 
a conversation with a youth pastor at a 
church. That youth pastor said they 
had left a conversation with their pas-
tor just a couple of days before in 
which their pastor said: You are going 
to have to start documenting your 
hours—each hour that you are actually 
working with kids, even your time at 
home that you are preparing a Bible 
study to actually teach the kids—be-
cause we can’t afford for you to go over 
40 hours. 

This is someone who feels a calling to 
be able to work with students, and lit-
erally their pastor has to tell them: I 
know you want to help. You can’t help 
more than 40 hours. Most youth pastors 
don’t go into youth ministry because 
they anticipate getting wealthy in it. 
They go into it because of a sense of 
calling and passion to be able to help 
students. This regulation is telling 
that person: Turn down your passion to 
work with the next generation. You are 
limited in what you can actually do, 
and, if you choose to volunteer beyond 
that, you put your employer, that 
church, at risk. 

The Osage Nation—their HR folks, 
William Scott Johnson, said this: 

I’m an HR professional at the Osage Nation 
and am concerned about the impact that 
changes to the overtime regulations will 
have on my organization and employees. 
NAFOA has heard from tribal governments 
who are concerned the use of a single na-
tional salary threshold would adversely af-
fect already limited revenues, especially for 
tribes in rural areas. 

From the YWCA battered women’s 
shelter: 

I’m a human resource (HR) committee 
member at the YWCA Battered Women’s 
Shelter and am concerned about the impact 
that changes to the overtime regulations 
will have on this nonprofit organization and 
employees. All employees make less than 
$50,000 except top management. The impact 
of this new legislation could be catastrophic 
for payroll as employees will have to be 
moved from exempt to non-exempt status 
simply due to the salary base being proposed. 

The Counseling & Recovery Services 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, wrote me: 

I am the executive human resource (HR) 
professional at Counseling & Recovery Serv-
ices of Oklahoma, a nonprofit community 
mental health center, and am concerned 
about the impact that changes to the over-
time regulations will have on my organiza-
tion and employees. As a nonprofit, our 

agency is clinical staffing heavy; thus, about 
80% of our workforce . . . will be impacted. 
The costs to meet the proposed regulations 
are expected to be in the 100s of thousands 
[of dollars] and will have a devastating im-
pact to the community mental health indus-
try overall. 

I received a note from a small busi-
ness owner in Edmond, right in my 
hometown. They said: 

The proposed changes will require us to 
make significant changes [in the way we do 
business]. If the proposed salary threshold 
moves forward, we will be forced to change 
all our employees to hourly, which will re-
sult in the elimination of our bonus pro-
gram. Our salaried managers make a signifi-
cant amount of their income based on per-
formance bonuses. Calculating bonuses for 
employees that have potential overtime is 
extremely complicated, labor intensive and 
opens up a huge liability risk if miscalcula-
tions occur. 

One of the universities in my State 
wrote me and said about this rule: 

Essentially, it would turn millions of dol-
lars of professional, salaried jobs into hourly 
positions overnight, resulting in limited 
flexibility for workers and increased costs 
for colleges, universities, other nonprofits 
and public-sector employers that operate on 
very tight budgets as we attempt to keep the 
cost of education as low as possible for con-
stituents. 

We do not disagree that overtime rules 
need to be updated to ensure the law remains 
relevant for today’s workforce. But we’re 
deeply concerned about the unintended con-
sequences of a massive increase in such a 
narrow implementation window which will 
impose serious hardships on our students, 
employees and institutions. 

Last week, I met with leadership of 
the Department of Labor in a hearing. 
We discussed this exact issue. I talked 
about nonprofits and what a unique dy-
namic they really are. Nonprofits actu-
ally raise money based on their low ad-
ministrative costs. They can tell do-
nors: The money that you give will get 
directly to the individuals who need it 
most because our administrative over-
head is low. This overtime regulation 
will increase their administrative over-
head and will make it harder for them 
to raise money. 

When I raised that issue to the De-
partment of Labor, the officials of the 
Department of Labor told me: We un-
derstand that, so we met with the lead-
ership of some of the nonprofit founda-
tions around the country and told 
them that they should donate more to 
be able to cover the increased costs. 

That has to be one of the most out- 
of-touch statements I have ever heard 
from someone in the Federal Govern-
ment. In shock, my response was to 
say: Do you know how many hundreds 
of thousands of nonprofits are in the 
country? You met with a few founda-
tions and told those foundations that 
they should donate more to be able to 
cover, when almost every church and 
almost every small nonprofit around 
the country that deals with mental 
health, that deals with domestic vio-
lence shelters are not tapping into big, 
massive foundations. They are individ-
uals within communities that donate, 
and they anticipate their donations are 
going to help those of greatest need. 

The people who work in those non-
profits are most often volunteers, but 
the very few numbers of individuals 
within the nonprofits who are paid sal-
aries make a meager salary because 
they choose to—because they have a 
passion for the work of helping in do-
mestic shelters or helping at a church 
or helping reach out to people who are 
in poverty or helping with a clothing 
shelter or a food pantry. Now you are 
forcing those organizations to dramati-
cally increase salaries, which will dra-
matically decrease services to those in 
greatest need across our country. 

I am astounded that the administra-
tion believes they can talk to a few 
people in a few foundations and just 
tell them: Donate more, and that will 
fix this. There aren’t more donors to 
just donate more. 

There are real needs in a lot of com-
munities around the country. Small 
business owners that I have spoken to 
of late all tell me about the complexity 
of this. It is not just a matter of every 
employee. There is a tremendous num-
ber of exemptions as they work 
through the process. They want more 
time, and they don’t like the cost in-
crease. They don’t like what this is 
doing to their relationships within 
their businesses, and they do not like 
telling salaried employees: I’m sorry, 
you’re going to have to move to hour-
ly. 

All of this headache was created by 
an administration that knew all of this 
in advance. The letters that I read ear-
lier—those letters that were written to 
me I presented to the Department of 
Labor a year ago. The Secretary of 
Labor assured me they would take 
those things into account. We have 
seen the final rule. I can assure you, 
they were not taken into account. 

As tuition goes up in universities, 
this administration needs to stop com-
plaining about the high cost of tuition 
in higher education because this over-
time rule will directly increase the 
cost of tuition in every university in 
the country. 

On the day the final rule was pro-
posed, the first text message I received 
about it was from a university presi-
dent who texted me and said: Don’t 
blame me next year when tuition goes 
up. There is no way I can stop it now. 

I responded back to him: Don’t blame 
me for this overtime rule. This is not 
one we put in statute. This is one the 
administration created. 

All of us want to see workers pro-
tected. All of us want to see things 
happen well in the United States. But 
the way this rule was implemented, the 
short period of time in the implemen-
tation, the size of the salary increase, 
and the few exemptions that are put 
into place have created an incredibly 
toxic effect for business across the 
country, whether it is a large business, 
medium business, small business, uni-
versity, nonprofit—and I haven’t even 
mentioned local government, which 
will be forced to raise taxes to be able 
to cover the cost of this. All of them 
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are dramatically affected, and all of 
them are affected in a short period of 
time. 

This is why Senator COLLINS and I 
proposed a bill that lines up with what 
the House has already passed to say: 
Delay this 6 months. Most businesses 
are just trying to figure out what in 
the world they do with this and how 
they handle the implementation. Delay 
it for 6 months. 

I would say there is a tremendous 
amount we have to deal with on top of 
just the delay, but at a minimum let’s 
delay it. There is no reason it has to go 
into effect right now, and it directly 
harms our economy in the days ahead. 

These are serious issues. I hope the 
administration will take them seri-
ously and understand the effect on the 
coming economy. I am very well aware 
that this administration will be out of 
office when most of the economic ef-
fects will be felt. But the economic ef-
fects will most certainly be felt by this 
economy, and the long-term effects for 
those individuals graduating from col-
lege right now, trying to land their 
first job in management, will be even 
tougher based on this one rule. There is 
no reason to do that to the next gen-
eration of leaders. There is no reason 
to raise tuition in every college. There 
is no reason to do this rule right now. 
I would challenge it to be readdressed 
and, at a minimum, to be delayed for 6 
months. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I join 
my colleagues to call for action to pre-
vent the version of the overtime rule 
that the U.S. Department of Labor fi-
nalized this past May from going into 
effect on December 1. I want to com-
mend Chairman ALEXANDER, Senator 
SCOTT, and Senator LANKFORD for their 
leadership in this area. 

Federal regulations can impose unex-
pected and costly requirements on 
small businesses, educational institu-
tions, and nonprofit organizations. The 
new U.S. Department of Labor rule on 
overtime pay is a prime example that 
could harm the very workers it intends 
to help, cause small businesses to curb 
hiring, and force universities and col-
leges to either raise tuition or cut pro-
grams. 

The new rule will double the annual 
salary threshold from $23,660 to $47,476 
for mandatory overtime, effective De-
cember 1. 

While it is time for a reasonable up-
date in the threshold, doubling the 
threshold overnight and with so little 
time for employers to prepare will have 
negative consequences. I have spoken 
with small businesses, educational in-
stitutions, and nonprofit organizations 
across Maine, and it is clear that this 
huge and sudden increase in the thresh-
old is far too much and too fast. Rather 
than producing bigger paychecks, this 
new rule is likely to produce reduced 
hours, benefits, and flexibility for 
Maine workers. 

Many small employers in Maine have 
told me that they do not have the mar-
gins to pay overtime to salaried em-

ployees earning up to $47,476. Some will 
have to shift their employees to hourly 
positions. Formerly salaried employees 
used to flexibility in their work sched-
ules will have to track closely each 
hour they work each week, instead of 
being able to leave work to pick up a 
child at school without worrying about 
the impact on their paycheck. 

The new rule is also a problem for 
those seasonal businesses in Maine 
that make an effort to keep their em-
ployees on the payroll all year round. 
In the summer and fall, these employ-
ees often work for more than 40 hours 
a week, but in the winter and spring, 
they usually work far fewer than 40 
hours a week. The current system al-
lows them to have a constant, con-
sistent year-round salary that they can 
count on. The new overtime rule would 
upend that and result in many workers 
being moved from salaried to hourly 
positions or even being let go during 
winter months. This will make it hard-
er for workers to make ends meet and 
harder for employers to retain high- 
quality employees. 

Although the regulation is touted as 
a means of boosting employees’ pay, a 
study commissioned by the National 
Retail Federation found that most em-
ployees would see no change in net pay. 
Instead, many employees would see 
their hours reduced to avoid overtime, 
while others would see their base 
wages, benefits, or bonus pay decreased 
in order the offset the added payroll ex-
pense. 

Moreover, the National Federation of 
Independent Business, a leading voice 
for small business, has noted that the 
new overtime rule would particularly 
hurt small businesses in rural areas. 
The Maine Department of Labor be-
lieves that the rule would have a dis-
proportionate economic effect on 
Maine businesses, where salaries and 
the cost of living are not as high as in 
other regions of the country. For in-
stance, the cost of living in Bangor is 
roughly 37 percent lower than in Wash-
ington, DC. While $47,476 might seem 
like a reasonable threshold for an em-
ployee living in a high-cost area like 
Washington, DC, it is the equivalent of 
a salary of more than $74,000 in Bangor. 

Businesses are not alone in their con-
cern. Nonprofit organizations are also 
struggling with the impact on their 
workers and those whom they serve. 
The executive director for Habitat for 
Humanity in greater Portland states 
that the ‘‘new overtime rules will so 
drastically change our current com-
pensation obligations that we may no 
longer be able to give our workers the 
benefits, schedules and other incen-
tives that drew them to us in the first 
place.’’ And he notes that ‘‘services to 
those in need will be reduced and orga-
nizational funding will decline as re-
sources are spent on overhead instead 
of programs.’’ 

Indeed, nonprofit organizations 
would be among the hardest hit by this 
rule. Cutbacks in essential services are 
predicted by the Salvation Army, 

youth services providers, home health 
care services, and blood centers 
throughout the country. 

In addition, higher-education groups 
nationwide are urging the Department 
of Labor to take a more measured ap-
proach. When the final rule was pub-
lished last spring, Molly Corbett Broad, 
the president of the American Council 
on Education, noted that ‘‘requiring 
such a dramatic and costly change to 
be implemented so quickly will leave 
many colleges with no choice but to re-
spond to this regulation with a com-
bination of tuition increases, service 
reductions, and, possibly, layoffs.’’ 

She went on to note that those 
harmed by the new rule will include ‘‘a 
wide array of non-faculty employees— 
from athletics coaches and trainers to 
admissions recruiters and student af-
fairs officers—whose work is not well 
suited to hourly wage status and who 
will face diminished workplace auton-
omy and fewer opportunities for flexi-
ble work arrangements and career de-
velopment.’’ 

This is not a theoretical concern. The 
University of Maine system would face 
an estimated $14 million increase in an-
nual operating costs if it restructured 
employees’ pay to maintain the exempt 
status of these workers. To avoid 
changes in its salary structure that 
could force tuition increases or threat-
en university services, Maine’s Univer-
sity System is conducting an arduous 
and costly position realignment that 
could still result in an increase in an-
nual labor costs. 

The overtime threshold has not been 
increased in a number of years and 
should be raised, but doubling virtually 
overnight and with so little time for 
employers to prepare will be extremely 
costly and damaging to small busi-
nesses, universities, nonprofit organi-
zations, and so many other segments of 
our Nation’s economy and our society. 

That is why I am a cosponsor of the 
resolution of disapproval of this rule 
introduced by Chairman ALEXANDER 
and Senator SCOTT’s Protecting Work-
place Advancement and Opportunity 
Act, which would ensure a balanced ap-
proach to updating Federal overtime 
rules by requiring that any new regula-
tion on overtime consider the impact 
on small business and nonprofits, dif-
ferences in geographical regions, and 
impacts on lower-wage industries, 
startups, and workers. 

Today I am joining Chairman ALEX-
ANDER in introducing legislation that 
would phase in a more reasonable in-
crease to the overtime threshold over 
five years. I am also cosponsoring an-
other bill introduced today by Senator 
LANKFORD that would delay the effec-
tive date of the new rule by 6 months, 
from December 1, 2016, to June 1, 2017, 
to allow more time for Congress to 
work on this issue. 

The flurry of bills on this topic is in-
dicative of just how much concern 
there is about the potential harm this 
rule could inflict on the very workers 
it intends to help, on small businesses, 
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on students, on nonprofits, and on 
countless others. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to join me in rejecting this 
onerous and ill-advised rule. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 590—COM-
MEMORATING 100 YEARS OF 
HEALTH CARE SERVICES PRO-
VIDED BY PLANNED PARENT-
HOOD 

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. FRANKEN, 
Mr. BENNET, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mrs. 
BOXER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. CANTWELL, 
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 590 

Whereas on October 16, 1916, Margaret San-
ger, her sister Ethel Byrne, and their activ-
ist friend Fania Mindell opened the first 
birth control health clinic in the United 
States in Brooklyn, New York, a 
groundbreaking and revolutionary act for 
women at that time; 

Whereas their clinic was founded on the 
idea that women should have the informa-
tion and care they need to live strong, 
healthy lives and fulfill their dreams; 

Whereas Margaret Sanger in 1922 incor-
porated the American Birth Control League 
and in 1923 opened the first legal birth con-
trol center in the United States, the Birth 
Control Clinical Research Bureau, two orga-
nizations that would later merge to become 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America; 

Whereas leading up to 1916, the two most 
common causes of death for women of child-
bearing age in the United States were tuber-
culosis and complications from pregnancy 
and childbirth; 

Whereas over the past 100 years, gains in 
access to birth control, safe and legal abor-
tion, and other reproductive health services 
have improved and transformed the lives of 
women, men, and young people in the United 
States and around the world; 

Whereas for the past century, Planned Par-
enthood has helped lead massive changes in 
women’s health and civil rights and has em-
powered millions of women, men, and young 
people worldwide to make informed health 
decisions, transforming the way they live, 
love, learn, and work; 

Whereas Planned Parenthood has been at 
the forefront of fights for social change, in-
cluding when the executive director of 
Planned Parenthood League of Connecticut 
challenged a law preventing the distribution 
of birth control, leading to the landmark 
1964 Supreme Court ruling in Griswold v. 
Connecticut, 379 U.S. 926, which finally al-
lowed married women across the country to 
have legal access to birth control; 

Whereas Planned Parenthood health care 
providers and staff have played important 
roles in increasing access to safe and legal 
abortion, and have successfully advocated 
for measures that increase access to birth 
control, including the Affordable Care Act 
requirement that private insurance plans 
provide coverage for birth control with no- 
out-of-pocket costs; 

Whereas many leaders, including those in 
the domestic and global reproductive health, 

rights, and justice communities, have 
worked alongside Planned Parenthood in ac-
complishing these achievements; 

Whereas breakthroughs in women’s health 
care, such as the legalization and expanded 
availability of birth control, have been 
named one of the biggest economic advance-
ments for women in the past 100 years; 

Whereas changes in women’s access to re-
productive health care have led to cultural 
shifts: in the United States, women are now 
nearly half the workforce, the sole or pri-
mary breadwinners in 40 percent of homes, 
and more than half of the college students; 

Whereas from the single Brooklyn clinic in 
1916, Planned Parenthood has grown to ap-
proximately 650 clinics across the United 
States, with partners in a dozen countries in 
Africa and Latin America; 

Whereas today Planned Parenthood proud-
ly provides high-quality, affordable health 
care, with 90 percent of services provided 
being preventive health care for women, 
men, and young people; 

Whereas Planned Parenthood is the largest 
provider of sex education in the United 
States; 

Whereas an estimated 1 in 5 women in the 
United States have been to a Planned Par-
enthood clinic for care at some point in their 
lives, and, for many people, a Planned Par-
enthood clinic may be the only place they 
can turn to for health care; 

Whereas in a single year, Planned Parent-
hood clinics provide sexual and reproductive 
health care, education, information, and out-
reach to 2,500,000 women, men, and adoles-
cents in the United States and almost 
2,000,000 women, men, and young people glob-
ally through its global programs and part-
nerships, and over 72,000,000 people visit 
Planned Parenthood’s website; 

Whereas in the past 10 years, Planned Par-
enthood has nearly doubled services for male 
patients and expanded services for LGBTQ 
communities; and 

Whereas Planned Parenthood’s commit-
ment to offer care and resources has grown 
over the past century and is stronger than 
ever as it enters into its second century: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the wide-ranging preventive 

services that Planned Parenthood Federa-
tion of America doctors, nurses, and staff 
provide every day to patients across the 
United States; 

(2) recognizes that Planned Parenthood is a 
safety-net provider that reaches medically 
underserved people who are critically in need 
of compassionate care; 

(3) declares that Planned Parenthood 
should not be defunded, attacked, or dis-
criminated against for their role as a vital 
women’s health care provider across the 
country; and 

(4) affirms that Planned Parenthood re-
mains an essential thread in the fabric of so-
ciety, and it will be key in the next century 
to assisting millions of women, men, and 
young people in accessing the health care 
they need and deserve, no matter who they 
are or where they live. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, Congress 
has just passed a funding measure that 
will prevent a shutdown at the end of 
this week. As headlines across the 
country noted as the debate over this 
bill played out, it was delayed partly 
due to partisan attacks against wom-
en’s health and one provider in par-
ticular—Planned Parenthood—that 
were shoehorned into the debate once 
again. 

Colleagues, this year Planned Par-
enthood turns 100 years old. You can-

not look at the last 100 years and deny 
that monumental progress has been 
made with respect to women’s health 
and rights—thanks to strong allies like 
Planned Parenthood. But that progress 
is what some members of this body 
want to roll back. 

When the first Planned Parenthood 
opened in 1916, it was illegal for women 
to get information about how to pre-
vent a pregnancy. It is not surprising 
that at the time, one of the leading 
causes of death for women in the 
United States was complications from 
pregnancy and childbirth. 

From the get-go, Planned Parent-
hood said that women in America have 
a fundamental right to information 
about their reproductive health and ac-
cess to care. It was about the right of 
all women to a healthy life and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

In 1965, Planned Parenthood Con-
necticut fought and won the Supreme 
Court decision that made birth control 
legal for married women. 

In 2010, Planned Parenthood was at 
the front lines of the battle, along with 
a lot of us here in the Senate, to ensure 
that birth control would be covered 
under the Affordable Care Act. 

Today, an estimated one in five 
women in America has been to a 
Planned Parenthood clinic for care at 
some point in her life. Eight out of ten 
Planned Parenthood patients live in or 
near poverty. As tough as it is for them 
to make ends meet, Planned Parent-
hood is a place they can turn to for im-
portant medical care from a provider 
they trust. 

Planned Parenthood at 100 years old 
has racked up some impressive points 
on the scoreboard. Each year Planned 
Parenthood provides educational pro-
grams to 1.5 million people. Planned 
Parenthood has doubled the number of 
health services it provides to men and 
has led the way in expanding access to 
health care for LGBT Americans. It 
has more than 650 health centers across 
the country and served two and a half 
million women and men last year. 

In my home State of Oregon, more 
than 70,000 Oregonians are served by 11 
Planned Parenthood centers. I know 
firsthand from visiting with Planned 
Parenthood officials throughout Or-
egon in Portland, in Lane County, in 
central Oregon, how important these 
centers are to the health care of Orego-
nians. 

Planned Parenthood is at the heart 
of the revolution in women’s health 
care over the last 100 years. It is the 
first place millions of American women 
turn to for health care—women from 
Portland, OR, to Portland, ME. 

Here are some of the services 
Planned Parenthood provides: birth 
control and counseling; pregnancy 
tests; prenatal services; HIV tests; safe, 
legal abortion services; breast cancer 
screenings; HPV vaccinations; cervical 
cancer screenings and prevention; ovar-
ian cancer screenings; PAP tests; 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6274 September 29, 2016 
exams for sexually transmitted dis-
eases; treatment for urinary tract in-
fections; basic physical exams; adop-
tion referrals; family practice services; 
and nutrition programs. 

Despite all these critical services 
Planned Parenthood provides, every 
day, legislators attack Planned Parent-
hood. 

The fact is this crusade against 
Planned Parenthood is a crusade 
against the fundamental and constitu-
tionally-protected right of women to 
make their own decisions about their 
bodies. 

Time and time again on the Senate 
floor and in debates with the other 
side, my Democratic colleagues and I 
have had to beat back the attempts to 
defund Planned Parenthood. 

Here is my bottom line colleagues. 
This country has made 100 years of 
progress on women’s health, and it’s 
not going to move backward. 

I urge my colleagues to honor the 
commitment to women’s health and 
rights that Planned Parenthood has 
shown in the last 100 years by working 
in a bipartisan way to improve access 
to women’s health care, instead of lim-
iting it. 

Let us allow more women and men to 
access the health care they need and 
deserve, no matter who they are or 
where they live. Let us work to uphold 
the fundamental right of all women to 
make their own reproductive choices 
and access quality health care. Let us 
continue funding for Planned Parent-
hood and end these partisan attacks 
against this bedrock American health 
provider. 

Today, I am joined by 17 of my col-
leagues in introducing a resolution to 
formally recognize Planned Parent-
hood’s immense contributions to 
progress for women’s health and qual-
ity of life in America. It is time to end 
the unfounded attacks against Planned 
Parenthood and allow it to continue to 
provide critical health services for the 
next 100 years. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 591—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 
9 THROUGH OCTOBER 15, 2016, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL CASE MANAGEMENT 
WEEK’’ TO RECOGNIZE THE ROLE 
OF CASE MANAGEMENT IN IM-
PROVING HEALTH CARE OUT-
COMES FOR PATIENTS 
Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mrs. 

FEINSTEIN, and Mr. COTTON) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 591 

Whereas case management is a collabo-
rative process of assessment, education, 
planning, facilitation, care coordination, 
evaluation, and advocacy; 

Whereas the goal of case management is to 
meet the health needs of the patient and the 
family of the patient, while respecting and 
assuring the right of the patient to self-de-
termination through communication and 
other available resources in order to promote 
high-quality, cost-effective outcomes; 

Whereas case managers are advocates who 
help patients understand their current 

health status, guide patients on ways to im-
prove their health, and provide cohesion 
with other professionals on the health care 
delivery team; 

Whereas the American Case Management 
Association and the Case Management Soci-
ety of America work diligently to raise 
awareness about the broad range of services 
that case managers offer and to educate pro-
viders, payers, regulators, and consumers on 
the improved patient outcomes that case 
management services can provide; 

Whereas through National Case Manage-
ment Week, the American Case Management 
Association and the Case Management Soci-
ety of America aim to continue to educate 
providers, payers, regulators, and consumers 
about how vital case managers are to the 
successful delivery of health care; 

Whereas the American Case Management 
Association and the Case Management Soci-
ety of America will celebrate National Case 
Management Week during the week of Octo-
ber 9 through October 15, 2016, in order to 
recognize case managers as an essential link 
to patients receiving quality health care; 
and 

Whereas it is appropriate to recognize the 
many achievements of case managers in im-
proving health care outcomes: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of October 9 

through October 15, 2016, as ‘‘National Case 
Management Week’’; 

(2) recognizes the role of case management 
in providing successful and cost-effective 
health care; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe National Case Management 
Week and learn about the field of case man-
agement. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 592—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE MONTH OF 
SEPTEMBER 2016 AS ‘‘SICKLE 
CELL DISEASE AWARENESS 
MONTH’’ IN ORDER TO EDUCATE 
COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE 
UNITED STATES ABOUT SICKLE 
CELL DISEASE AND THE NEED 
FOR RESEARCH, EARLY DETEC-
TION METHODS, EFFECTIVE 
TREATMENTS, AND PREVENTA-
TIVE CARE PROGRAMS WITH RE-
SPECT TO SICKLE CELL DISEASE 

Mr. SCOTT (for himself, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. BROWN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 592 

Whereas sickle cell disease (in this pre-
amble referred to as ‘‘SCD’’) is an inherited 
blood disorder that is a major health prob-
lem in the United States and worldwide; 

Whereas SCD causes the rapid destruction 
of sickle cells, which results in multiple 
medical complications, including anemia, 
jaundice, gallstones, strokes, restricted 
blood flow, damaged tissue in the liver, 
spleen, and kidneys, and death; 

Whereas SCD causes episodes of consider-
able pain in the arms, legs, chest, and abdo-
men of an individual; 

Whereas SCD affects an estimated 100,000 
individuals in the United States; 

Whereas approximately 1,000 babies are 
born with SCD each year in the United 
States, with the disease occurring in ap-
proximately 1 in 365 newborn African-Amer-
ican infants and 1 in 16,300 newborn His-
panic-American infants and is found in indi-

viduals of Mediterranean, Middle Eastern, 
Asian, and Indian origin; 

Whereas more than 3,000,000 individuals in 
the United States have the sickle cell trait 
and 1 in 13 African-Americans carries the 
trait; 

Whereas there is a 1 in 4 chance that a 
child born to parents who both have the 
sickle cell trait will have the disease; 

Whereas the life expectancy of an indi-
vidual with SCD is often severely limited; 

Whereas, while hematopoietic stem cell 
transplantation (commonly known as 
‘‘HSCT’’) is currently the only cure for SCD 
and advances in treating the associated com-
plications of SCD have occurred, more re-
search is needed to find widely available 
treatments and cures to help patients with 
SCD; and 

Whereas September 2016 has been des-
ignated as Sickle Cell Disease Awareness 
Month in order to educate communities 
across the United States about SCD, includ-
ing early detection methods, effective treat-
ments, and preventative care programs with 
respect to SCD: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Sickle 

Cell Disease Awareness Month; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to hold appropriate programs, events, 
and activities during Sickle Cell Disease 
Awareness Month to raise public awareness 
of preventative care programs, treatments, 
and other patient services for those suffering 
from sickle cell disease. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 593—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 22, 2016, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL FALLS PREVENTION 
AWARENESS DAY’’ TO RAISE 
AWARENESS AND ENCOURAGE 
THE PREVENTION OF FALLS 
AMONG OLDER ADULTS 

Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mrs. 
MCCASKILL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 593 

Whereas individuals who are 65 years of 
age or older (in this preamble referred to as 
‘‘older adults’’) are the fastest growing seg-
ment of the population in the United States 
and the number of older adults in the United 
States will increase from 46,200,000 in 2014 to 
82,300,000 in 2040; 

Whereas more than 1 out of 4 older adults 
in the United States falls each year; 

Whereas falls are the leading cause of both 
fatal and nonfatal injuries among older 
adults; 

Whereas, in 2014, approximately 2,800,000 
older adults were treated in hospital emer-
gency departments for fall-related injuries 
and more than 812,000 of those older adults 
were subsequently hospitalized; 

Whereas, in 2014, more than 27,000 older 
adults died from injuries related to uninten-
tional falls and the death rates from falls of 
older adults in the United States have risen 
sharply in the last decade; 

Whereas, in 2015, the total direct medical 
cost of fall-related injuries for older adults, 
adjusted for inflation, was $31,000,000,000; 

Whereas, if the rate of increase in falls is 
not slowed, the annual cost of fall injuries 
will reach $67,700,000,000 by 2020; and 

Whereas evidence-based programs reduce 
falls by utilizing cost-effective strategies, 
such as exercise programs to improve bal-
ance and strength, medication management, 
vision improvement, reduction of home haz-
ards, and fall prevention education: Now, 
therefore, be it 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6275 September 29, 2016 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 22, 2016, as ‘‘Na-

tional Falls Prevention Awareness Day’’; 
(2) recognizes that there are proven, cost- 

effective falls prevention programs and poli-
cies; 

(3) commends the 72 member organizations 
of the Falls Free Coalition and the falls pre-
vention coalitions in 43 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia for their efforts to work 
together to increase education and aware-
ness about preventing falls among older 
adults; 

(4) encourages businesses, individuals, Fed-
eral, State, and local governments, the pub-
lic health community, and health care pro-
viders to work together to raise awareness of 
falls in an effort to reduce the incidence of 
falls among older adults in the United 
States; 

(5) recognizes the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention for its work developing 
and evaluating interventions for all mem-
bers of health care teams to make falls pre-
vention a routine part of clinical care; 

(6) recognizes the Administration for Com-
munity Living for its work to promote ac-
cess to evidence-based programs and services 
in communities across the United States; 

(7) encourages State health departments 
and State units on aging, which provide sig-
nificant leadership in reducing injuries and 
related health care costs by collaborating 
with organizations and individuals, to reduce 
falls among older adults; and 

(8) encourages experts in the field of falls 
prevention to share their best practices so 
that their success can be replicated by oth-
ers. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 594—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF THE THIRD SATUR-
DAY IN OCTOBER 2016 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL ANIMAL RESCUE DAY’’ 
TO CREATE AWARENESS OF AND 
EDUCATE INDIVIDUALS ON THE 
IMPORTANCE OF ADOPTION OF 
ANIMALS, TO CREATE A HU-
MANE ENVIRONMENT FOR ANY 
PET, AND TO ENCOURAGE ANI-
MAL ADOPTIONS THROUGHOUT 
THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr. 
WICKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 594 

Whereas between 7,000,000 and 8,000,000 
companion animals are placed into animals 
shelters each year; 

Whereas between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 
companion animals are euthanized each 
year; 

Whereas a greater awareness of dog fight-
ing and abuse encourages individuals to re-
habilitate animals that would otherwise be 
put to sleep or left in animal shelters or res-
cues; 

Whereas there are more than 13,000 animal 
shelters throughout the United States in 
need of pet supplies, medical supplies, blan-
kets, towels, cleaning supplies, food, edu-
cational materials about owning a pet, and 
information on how to screen out unqualified 
applicants and to provide the best pet match 
for a family; 

Whereas increased knowledge and aware-
ness of animal rescue programs throughout 
the United States will significantly reduce 
the number of cats and dogs that are 
euthanized and animals that have been res-
cued that are left in animal shelters; 

Whereas ‘‘National Animal Rescue Day’’ 
will alleviate the problem of pet overpopula-
tion, provide animals with good homes, and 
create awareness of, and financial and edu-
cational resources to alleviate, the problems 
animal shelters face each day; 

Whereas ‘‘National Animal Rescue Day’’ 
will encourage individuals to make their 
homes available for animals in need; and 

Whereas the third Saturday in October 2016 
would be an appropriate day to designate as 
‘‘National Animal Rescue Day’’, to be com-
memorated with appropriate events that will 
increase the number of pet adoptions: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-
ignation of ‘‘National Animal Rescue Day’’— 

(1) to create awareness of animal rescue 
programs throughout the year; and 

(2) to be commemorated with appropriate 
events that will increase the number of pet 
adoptions. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 595—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL VETERANS 
SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 
Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. VIT-

TER, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. FISCHER, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. GARDNER, Mr. COONS, Mrs. ERNST, 
Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. PETERS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship: 

S. RES. 595 
Whereas the Armed Forces of the United 

States train individuals with the skills, dis-
cipline, and leadership necessary to establish 
and operate a successful business; 

Whereas there are approximately 2,500,000 
veteran-owned small businesses in the 
United States, employing nearly 6,000,000 in-
dividuals; 

Whereas veteran-owned businesses make 
up nearly 10 percent of all businesses in the 
United States; 

Whereas veterans account for more than 
$1,200,000,000,000 in business receipts every 
year; 

Whereas veterans are 45 percent more like-
ly to be self-employed than non-veterans; 

Whereas, from 2007 to 2012, veteran-owned 
small businesses grew at nearly twice the 
rate of non-veteran-owned small businesses; 

Whereas women veterans’ business owner-
ship has increased significantly, from 97,114 
in 2007 to 384,549 in 2012; 

Whereas the Office of Veterans Business 
Development of the Small Business Adminis-
tration is dedicated to maximizing the avail-
ability and usability of small business pro-
grams for veterans, members of a reserve 
component of the Armed Forces of the 
United States, members of the Armed Forces 
of the United States serving on active-duty, 
transitioning service members, and the 
spouses, dependents, or survivors of those 
members and veterans; 

Whereas the Small Business Administra-
tion serves more than 200,000 veterans, serv-
ice-disabled veterans, women veterans, and 
military spouses annually; 

Whereas, in 2014, the Small Business Ad-
ministration increased loans to veterans by 
more than 100 percent, guaranteeing more 
than $1,000,000,000 in small business loans; 

Whereas the entrepreneurship training pro-
gram of the Small Business Administration, 
Boots to Business, has trained more than 
30,000 service members, veterans, and spouses 
of service members and veterans since 
launching in 2013; 

Whereas the Small Business Administra-
tion will be hosting events honoring Na-

tional Veterans Small Business Week from 
October 31 through November 4, 2016; 

Whereas the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship of the Senate will be 
commemorating National Veterans Small 
Business Week during the week of October 31 
through November 4, 2016; and 

Whereas the week of October 31 through 
November 4, 2016, would be an appropriate 
time to celebrate National Veterans Small 
Business Week: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate joins with the 
Small Business Administration in— 

(1) supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Veterans Small Business Week; 

(2) celebrating the millions of people in the 
United States, especially the veterans of the 
United States and the spouses of those vet-
erans, who benefit from the programs of the 
Small Business Administration; and 

(3) expressing appreciation for the contin-
ued service to the United States by the vet-
erans of the United States through small 
business ownership and entrepreneurship. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 596—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2016 AS 
‘‘PULMONARY FIBROSIS AWARE-
NESS MONTH’’ 
Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. KIRK, 

and Mr. MURPHY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 596 
Whereas pulmonary fibrosis is a debili-

tating and ultimately fatal condition that 
causes progressive scarring in the lungs and 
generally has no known definitive cause; 

Whereas as many as 200,000 individuals in 
the United States are known to suffer from 
pulmonary fibrosis, the majority of whom 
are between the ages of 50 and 75; 

Whereas the average survival rate for the 
idiopathic form of pulmonary fibrosis is just 
2.8 years and up to 80 percent of idiopathic 
pulmonary fibrosis patients die within 5 
years of diagnosis; 

Whereas pulmonary fibrosis takes the lives 
of 40,000 individuals in the United States 
each year, approximately 1 death every 13 
minutes; 

Whereas many patients with pulmonary fi-
brosis are misdiagnosed for 1 year or longer 
after the patients are presenting with pul-
monary fibrosis symptoms; 

Whereas as of September 2016, there are no 
biomarkers for screening and testing for pul-
monary fibrosis; 

Whereas a cure or drug that is effective for 
all pulmonary fibrosis patients that would 
extend life or universally improve symptoms 
does not exist; 

Whereas the symptoms of pulmonary fibro-
sis vary from person to person and include 
shortness of breath, a dry cough, fatigue, 
weight loss, and aching muscles and joints; 

Whereas volunteers, researchers, care-
givers, and medical professionals are work-
ing to improve the quality of life for individ-
uals with pulmonary fibrosis and the fami-
lies of those individuals; and 

Whereas developing more effective treat-
ments for pulmonary fibrosis and providing 
access to quality care to individuals with 
pulmonary fibrosis requires increased re-
search, education, and community support 
services: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2016 as ‘‘Pul-

monary Fibrosis Awareness Month’’; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of Pul-

monary Fibrosis Awareness Month; 
(3) continues to support more robust and 

accelerated research to develop more effec-
tive treatments for pulmonary fibrosis and 
to ultimately find a cure for the disease; 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6276 September 29, 2016 
(4) recognizes the courage and contribu-

tions of individuals with pulmonary fibrosis 
who participate in vital clinical trials to ad-
vance the knowledge of the disease; and 

(5) commends the dedication of organiza-
tions, volunteers, researchers, and millions 
of individuals in the United States and 
abroad working to improve the quality of life 
for individuals with pulmonary fibrosis and 
the families of those individuals. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 597—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2016 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL KINSHIP CARE 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. HATCH, 

Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. 
BOOKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 597 
Whereas in September 2016, ‘‘National Kin-

ship Care Month’’ is observed; 
Whereas nationally 2,500,000 children are 

living in kinship care with grandparents or 
other relatives; 

Whereas grandparents and relatives resid-
ing in urban, rural, and suburban households 
in every county of the United States have 
stepped forward out of love and loyalty to 
care for children during times in which bio-
logical parents are unable to do so; 

Whereas kinship caregivers provide safety, 
promote well-being, and establish stable 
households for vulnerable children; 

Whereas kinship care enables a child— 
(1) to maintain family relationships and 

cultural heritage; and 
(2) to remain in the community of the 

child; 
Whereas kinship care is a national re-

source that provides loving homes for chil-
dren at risk; 

Whereas kinship caregivers face daunting 
challenges to keep countless children from 
entering foster care; 

Whereas the Senate is proud to recognize 
the many kinship care families in which a 
child is raised by grandparents or other rel-
atives; 

Whereas the Senate wishes to honor the 
many kinship caregivers who throughout the 
history of the United States have provided 
loving homes for parentless children; 

Whereas National Kinship Care Month pro-
vides an opportunity to urge people in every 
State to join in recognizing and celebrating 
kinship caregiving families and the tradition 
of families in the United States to help raise 
children; and 

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving, 
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless 
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2016 as ‘‘National 

Kinship Care Month’’; 
(2) encourages Congress to implement poli-

cies to improve the lives of vulnerable chil-
dren and families; 

(3) honors the commitment and dedication 
of kinship caregivers and the advocates and 
allies who work tirelessly to provide assist-
ance and services to kinship caregiving fami-
lies; and 

(4) reaffirms the need to continue working 
to improve the outcomes of all vulnerable 
children through parts B and E of title IV of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et 
seq.), and other programs designed— 

(A) to support vulnerable families; 
(B) to invest in prevention and reunifica-

tion services; and 
(C) to ensure that extended family mem-

bers who take on the role of kinship care-
givers receive the necessary support. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 598—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 2016 AS ‘‘FILI-
PINO AMERICAN HISTORY 
MONTH’’ 

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. REID, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. KIRK, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. FRANKEN, 
and Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 598 

Whereas the earliest documented Filipino 
presence in the continental United States 
was October 18, 1587, when the first ‘‘Luzones 
Indios’’ arrived in Morro Bay, California, on 
board the Nuestra Senora de Esperanza, a 
Manila-built galleon ship; 

Whereas the Filipino American National 
Historical Society recognizes 1763 as the year 
in which the first permanent Filipino settle-
ment in the United States was established in 
St. Malo, Louisiana; 

Whereas the recognition of the first perma-
nent Filipino settlement in the United 
States adds a new perspective to United 
States history by bringing attention to the 
economic, cultural, social, and other notable 
contributions made by Filipino Americans to 
the development of the United States; 

Whereas, with a population of approxi-
mately 3,898,739 individuals, the Filipino 
American community is the second largest 
Asian American and Pacific Islander group 
in the United States; 

Whereas from the Civil War to the Iraq and 
Afghanistan conflicts, Filipino American 
servicemen and servicewomen have a long-
standing history of serving in the Armed 
Forces; 

Whereas more than 250,000 Filipinos fought 
under the United States flag during World 
War II to protect and defend the United 
States in the Pacific theater; 

Whereas, as of June 2016, certain family 
members of Filipino World War II veterans 
who are United States citizens or lawful per-
manent residents may apply through the Fil-
ipino World War II Veterans Parole Program 
of the United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services for parole into the United 
States to reunite with their families before 
their immigrant visas become available; 

Whereas, in July 2016, the Senate passed by 
unanimous consent S. 1555 (114th Congress), 
a bill to award to Filipino veterans who 
fought alongside United States troops in 
World War II the highest civilian honor be-
stowed by Congress, a recognition for which 
Filipino World War II veterans have waited 
more than 70 years; 

Whereas Filipino Americans continue to 
demonstrate a commendable sense of patri-
otism and honor; 

Whereas 9 Filipino Americans have re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor, the 
highest award for valor in action against an 
enemy force that can be bestowed on an indi-
vidual serving in the Armed Forces; 

Whereas the late Thelma Garcia 
Buchholdt, born in Claveria, Cagayan, on the 
island of Luzon in the Philippines— 

(1) moved with her family to Alaska in 
1965; 

(2) was elected to the House of Representa-
tives of Alaska in 1974; 

(3) was the first Filipino woman elected to 
a State legislature; and 

(4) authored a comprehensive history book 
entitled ‘‘Filipinos in Alaska: 1788–1958’’; 

Whereas Filipino American farmworkers 
and labor leaders such as Philip Vera Cruz 
and Larry Itliong played an integral role in 
the multiethnic United Farm Workers move-

ment alongside Cesar Chavez, Dolores 
Huerta, and other Latino workers; 

Whereas Filipino Americans play an inte-
gral role in the United States healthcare sys-
tem as nurses, doctors, and other medical 
professionals; 

Whereas Filipino Americans have contrib-
uted greatly to music, dance, literature, edu-
cation, business, journalism, sports, fashion, 
politics, government, science, technology, 
the fine arts, and other fields that enrich the 
landscape of the United States; 

Whereas, as mandated in the mission state-
ment of the Filipino American National His-
torical Society, efforts should continue to 
promote the study of Filipino American his-
tory and culture because the roles of Filipino 
Americans and other people of color have 
largely been overlooked in the writing, 
teaching, and learning of United States his-
tory; 

Whereas it is imperative for Filipino 
American youth to have positive role models 
to instill in Filipino American youth— 

(1) the significance of education, com-
plemented by the richness of Filipino Amer-
ican ethnicity; and 

(2) the value of the Filipino American leg-
acy; and 

Whereas Filipino American History Month 
is celebrated during the month of October 
2016: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 2016 as ‘‘Filipino 

American History Month’’; 
(2) recognizes the celebration of Filipino 

American History Month as— 
(A) a study of the advancement of Filipino 

Americans; 
(B) a time to reflect on and remember the 

many notable contributions that Filipino 
Americans have made to the United States; 
and 

(C) a time to renew efforts toward the re-
search and examination of history and cul-
ture so as to provide an opportunity for all 
people of the United States— 

(i) to learn more about Filipino Americans; 
and 

(ii) to appreciate the historic contributions 
of Filipino Americans to the United States; 
and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe Filipino American History Month 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 599—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 20, 
2016, AS THE ‘‘NATIONAL DAY ON 
WRITING’’ 
Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. ROB-

ERTS, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. AYOTTE, and 
Mr. WICKER) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 599 

Whereas people in the 21st century are 
writing more than ever before for personal, 
professional, and civic purposes; 

Whereas the social nature of writing in-
vites people of every age, profession, and 
walk of life to create meaning through com-
posing; 

Whereas more and more people in every oc-
cupation consider writing to be essential and 
influential in their work; 

Whereas individuals who write continue to 
learn how to write for different purposes, au-
diences, and occasions throughout their life-
times; 

Whereas developing digital technologies 
expand the possibilities for composing in 
multiple media at a faster pace than ever be-
fore; 
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Whereas young people are leading the way 

in developing new forms of composing by 
using different forms of digital media; 

Whereas effective communication contrib-
utes to building a global economy and a 
global community; 

Whereas the National Council of Teachers 
of English, in conjunction with its many na-
tional and local partners, honors and cele-
brates the importance of writing through the 
National Day on Writing; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing cele-
brates the foundational place of writing in 
the personal, professional, and civic lives of 
the people of the United States; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing high-
lights the importance of writing instruction 
and practice at every educational level and 
in every subject area; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing em-
phasizes the lifelong process of learning to 
write and compose for different audiences, 
purposes, and occasions; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing hon-
ors the use of the full range of media for 
composing, from traditional tools, including 
print, audio, and video, to social media, in-
cluding Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram, 
and Internet website tools, including blogs, 
wikis, and podcasts; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing en-
courages all people of the United States and 
overseas to write, enjoy, and learn from the 
writing of others; 

Whereas in 2015, the hashtag #WhyIWrite 
generated over 60,000 tweets and reached mil-
lions of people, encouraging students, from 
elementary school through the university 
level, athletes, authors, and artists from all 
over the world to participate; and 

Whereas, on the National Day of Writing in 
2016, the National Council of Teachers of 
English encourages all people of the United 
States to tell others #WhyIWrite through 
print, social media, or other means: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of October 20, 

2016, as the ‘‘National Day on Writing’’; 
(2) strongly affirms the purposes of the Na-

tional Day on Writing; and 
(3) encourages educational institutions, 

businesses, community and civic associa-
tions, and other organizations to celebrate 
and promote the National Day on Writing. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 600—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 26 THROUGH 30, 2016, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATION 
AND FAMILY LITERACY WEEK’’ 
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. ALEX-

ANDER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. REED, Mr. 
DONNELLY, Mr. KIRK, Mr. PETERS, and 
Ms. COLLINS) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 600 

Whereas the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development reports that 
approximately 36,000,000 adults in the United 
States lack the basic literacy and numeracy 
necessary to succeed at home, in the work-
place, and in society; 

Whereas the literacy of the people of the 
United States is essential for the economic 
and societal well-being of the United States; 

Whereas the United States reaps the eco-
nomic benefits of individuals who improve 
their literacy, numeracy, and English-lan-
guage skills; 

Whereas literacy and educational skills are 
necessary for individuals to fully benefit 
from the range of opportunities available in 
the United States; 

Whereas the economy and position of the 
United States in the world marketplace de-
pend on having a literate, skilled population; 

Whereas the unemployment rate in the 
United States is highest among those with-
out a high school diploma or an equivalent 
credential, demonstrating that education is 
important to economic recovery; 

Whereas the educational skills of the par-
ents of a child and the practice of reading to 
a child have a direct impact on the edu-
cational success of the child; 

Whereas parental involvement in the edu-
cation of a child is a key predictor of the 
success of a child, and the level of parental 
involvement in the education of a child in-
creases as the educational level of the parent 
increases; 

Whereas parents who participate in family 
literacy programs become more involved in 
the education of their children and gain the 
tools necessary to obtain a job or find better 
employment; 

Whereas, as a result of family literacy pro-
grams, the lives of children become more 
stable, and the success of children in the 
classroom and in future endeavors becomes 
more likely; 

Whereas adults need to be part of a long- 
term solution to the educational challenges 
faced by the people of the United States; 

Whereas many older people in the United 
States lack the reading, math, or English- 
language skills necessary to read a prescrip-
tion and follow medical instructions, which 
endangers the lives of the older people and 
the lives of their loved ones; 

Whereas many individuals who are unem-
ployed, underemployed, or receive public as-
sistance lack the literacy skills necessary to 
obtain and keep a job, to continue their edu-
cation, or to participate in job training pro-
grams; 

Whereas many high school dropouts do not 
have the literacy skills necessary to com-
plete their education, transition to postsec-
ondary education or career and technical 
training, or obtain a job; 

Whereas a large portion of individuals in 
prison have low educational skills and pris-
oners without educational skills are more 
likely to return to prison once released; 

Whereas many immigrants in the United 
States do not have the literacy skills nec-
essary to succeed in the United States; and 

Whereas National Adult Education and 
Family Literacy Week highlights the need to 
ensure that each individual in the United 
States has the literacy skills necessary to 
succeed at home, at work, and in society: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 26 

through 30, 2016, as ‘‘National Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Week’’ to raise 
public awareness about the importance of 
adult education, workforce skills, and family 
literacy; 

(2) encourages people across the United 
States to support programs to assist individ-
uals in need of adult education, workforce 
skills, and family literacy programs; 

(3) recognizes the importance of adult edu-
cation, workforce skills, and family literacy 
programs; and 

(4) calls on public, private, and nonprofit 
entities to support increased access to adult 
education and family literacy programs to 
ensure a literate society. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 601—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2016 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL DYSTONIA AWARE-
NESS MONTH’’ AND RAISING 
AWARENESS AND UNDER-
STANDING OF THE DISORDER OF 
DYSTONIA 
Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr. 

MERKLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 601 

Whereas National Dystonia Awareness 
Month will raise public awareness and under-
standing of the disorder of dystonia, which 
has numerous manifestations affecting peo-
ple of all ages, races, genders, and back-
grounds; 

Whereas National Dystonia Awareness 
Month will also foster understanding of the 
impact the various forms of dystonia have on 
the individuals who are affected and the fam-
ilies of those individuals; 

Whereas dystonia is a neurological dis-
order presenting in various forms, character-
ized by involuntary muscle contractions that 
cause abnormal and often repetitive move-
ments or postures; 

Whereas symptoms of dystonia may im-
pede the ability of an individual— 

(1) to walk, as in generalized dystonia or 
limb dystonia; 

(2) to control the posture of the head of the 
individual, as in cervical dystonia; 

(3) to speak, as in spasmodic dysphonia or 
oromandibular dystonia; 

(4) to see, as in blepharospasm; or 
(5) to write, as in hand dystonia; 
Whereas there are limited treatments and 

no cure for dystonia; 
Whereas dystonia is commonly 

misdiagnosed, delaying access to appropriate 
medical care for those individuals who are 
affected; 

Whereas countless friends, loved ones, 
spouses, and caregivers must shoulder the 
physical, emotional, and financial burdens 
that dystonia causes; 

Whereas the severity of the symptoms of 
dystonia and the limited public awareness of 
the disease cause many patients to be iso-
lated; 

Whereas the dystonia community is unit-
ing to cooperate on awareness efforts 
throughout September of 2016; and 

Whereas the Benign Essential 
Blepharospasm Research Foundation, 
Dystonia, Inc., the Dystonia Medical Re-
search Foundation, the National Spasmodic 
Dysphonia Association, and the National 
Spasmodic Torticollis Association are dedi-
cated to— 

(1) conducting research to find treatments 
and a cure for dystonia; 

(2) fostering public awareness and under-
standing of dystonia; 

(3) educating patients and their families 
about dystonia to improve the treatment of 
and care for patients; and 

(4) providing support and encouraging indi-
viduals to become advocates, including by 
sponsoring annual patient education con-
ferences, school-based educational programs, 
and local events to raise funds for dystonia 
research, education, advocacy, and aware-
ness: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2016 as ‘‘National 

Dystonia Awareness Month’’; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Dystonia Awareness Month to raise 
public awareness and understanding of 
dystonia; 

(3) recognizes the need for additional re-
search to find a cure for all forms of 
dystonia; and 
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(4) encourages all people in the United 

States and interested groups to support Na-
tional Dystonia Awareness Month through 
various appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties— 

(A) to promote public awareness of 
dystonia; and 

(B) to foster the understanding of the im-
pact of dystonia on patients and their fami-
lies. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 602—SUP-
PORTING THE INCLUSION AND 
MEANINGFUL ENGAGEMENT OF 
LATINOS IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AND CONSERVA-
TION EFFORTS 
Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mr. 

MENENDEZ, Mr. REID, Mr. UDALL, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. 
MIKULSKI, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. HELLER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources: 

S. RES. 602 
Whereas Latinos are the largest ethnic 

group in the United States, with more than 
56,600,000 Latinos making up 17.6 percent of 
the population of the United States; 

Whereas the Latino community is pro-
jected to grow to nearly 1⁄4 of the population 
of the United States by 2050; 

Whereas Latinos should have greater rep-
resentation in the decisionmaking process 
relating to, and management of, public land; 

Whereas Latino conservation initiatives 
break down barriers, improve access to pub-
lic land, and encourage outreach to, and new 
opportunities for, the Latino community to 
use public land; 

Whereas Latino conservation efforts can 
range from outdoor activities, such as hiking 
and kayaking, to educational activities and 
community gatherings; 

Whereas increased access to outdoor recre-
ation opportunities encourages Latino fami-
lies and youth to engage with the outdoors 
and demonstrate the commitment of the 
Latino families and youth to conservation; 

Whereas each person should have the op-
portunity to discover his or her history, cul-
ture, and heritage by exploring and experi-
encing the public land of the United States; 

Whereas access to green spaces provides for 
healthier and more active lifestyles, which 
helps address numerous health disparity 
issues facing the Latino community, such as 
diabetes, obesity, and cardiovascular disease; 

Whereas the participation of Latinos in 
conservation efforts can encourage the inter-
est and involvement of Latinos in careers in 
conservation; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
must ensure that the public land and natural 
surroundings of the United States are pro-
tected for future generations; and 

Whereas the members of the largest ethnic 
group in the United States, as the environ-
mental stewards of tomorrow, will play a 
significant role in securing the future suc-
cess and preservation of the public land of 
the United States, especially as that group 
continues to grow; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the role of Latinos in pro-

tecting and preserving the land, water, and 
wildlife of the United States; 

(2) supports the inclusion and meaningful 
engagement of Latinos in environmental 
protection and conservation efforts; and 

(3) encourages Latinos in the United States 
to participate in ceremonies, activities, and 

programs that engage the community in the 
outdoors and bring awareness to the impor-
tance of conservation. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 603—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
ON THE FIRST FRIDAY AFTER 
THANKSGIVING IN 2016 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS 
WEEK’’ 
Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr. 

ROUNDS, Mr. PETERS, and Mr. PERDUE) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 603 
Whereas 70 percent of all consumer spend-

ing in the United States is conducted via 
electronic payments; 

Whereas electronic payments play a cen-
tral role in promoting prosperity, commerce, 
and economic growth in the United States; 

Whereas electronic payments involve pur-
chases with credit, debit, and prepaid ac-
counts, either in-store using a card or con-
nected device or online; 

Whereas payments companies in the 
United States enable individuals to gain ac-
cess to rapid, convenient, and secure finan-
cial payments not otherwise available with-
out electronic payments; 

Whereas payments and technology compa-
nies in the United States are continually de-
veloping and deploying new, innovative elec-
tronic payments technologies to make com-
merce more secure, faster, accessible, and ef-
ficient to protect against fraud; 

Whereas innovative electronic payments 
technologies support small businesses in the 
United States by providing secure, faster, ac-
cessible, and efficient solutions; 

Whereas electronic payments are used by 
more than 8,000,000 merchants in the United 
States and the 1,200,000,000 payment cards in 
circulation allow individuals to conduct 
electronic payments through those mer-
chants and with one another; 

Whereas the value of electronic payments 
made on a mobile device was estimated to 
increase by 210 percent in 2016; 

Whereas electronic payments companies 
processed more than $5,000,000,000,000 in pay-
ments in 2015, and electronic payments are 
projected to increase to $7,000,000,000,000 in 
2017; 

Whereas holiday spending accounted for 
nearly 20 percent of retail sales during 2015, 
and nearly 70 percent of all holiday sales are 
conducted via electronic payments; 

Whereas, on Black Friday in 2015, for the 
first time more individuals in the United 
States shopped online than in retail stores, 
which could not have been possible without 
electronic payments companies; 

Whereas the 7-day period after Thanks-
giving accounted for more than 6.5 percent of 
electronic payments for the final quarter of 
2015, and electronic payments totaled 
$35,000,000,000 during that 7-day period; 

Whereas the designation of National Elec-
tronic Payments Week is especially impor-
tant to the electronic payments industry be-
cause it marks the start of the holiday sea-
son and includes Black Friday, Small Busi-
ness Saturday, Cyber Monday, and Giving 
Tuesday; and 

Whereas electronic payments play an inte-
gral role for consumers and merchants in the 
transfer of goods and services not only dur-
ing the holiday season, but also throughout 
the year: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning on the 

first Friday after Thanksgiving in 2016 as 
‘‘National Electronic Payments Week’’; 

(2) recognizes the significant contributions 
and great importance of electronic payments 
and the advantages electronic payments pro-
vide to consumers, merchants, small busi-
nesses, and the economy of the United States 
as a whole; 

(3) appreciates the significant role that 
electronic payments play in the global mar-
ketplace; 

(4) acknowledges the growth of electronic 
payments domestically and abroad; and 

(5) desires to foster an environment that 
encourages continued innovation and en-
hanced security in electronic payments. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 604—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF NOVEMBER 2016 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL BLADDER 
HEALTH MONTH’’ 

Mr. KIRK submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 604 

Whereas tens of millions of people in the 
United States are affected by bladder dis-
eases and conditions, including urinary in-
continence, overactive bladder, underactive 
bladder, interstitial cystitis, nocturia, uri-
nary tract infections, bladder cancer, 
urotrauma, and neurogenic bladder; 

Whereas bladder diseases and conditions 
have a significant impact on health and 
quality of life, contributing to decreased 
physical activity (which can increase obesity 
levels and the risk of diabetes and cardio-
vascular disease), depression, social isola-
tion, falls, sexual dysfunction, loss of self-es-
teem, hospitalizations, nursing home admis-
sions, and even death; 

Whereas bladder diseases and conditions 
result in costs to the United States economy 
estimated at more than $70,000,000,000 annu-
ally; 

Whereas bladder problems are highly stig-
matized, and open dialogue generated by Na-
tional Bladder Health Month can reduce stig-
ma and empower providers and patients to 
have much-needed conversations about blad-
der health; 

Whereas medical and behavioral research 
to better understand and maintain bladder 
health and treat bladder diseases is criti-
cally needed yet poorly recognized; 

Whereas bladder diseases and conditions 
are common in military veterans; 

Whereas more than 1 in 10 military service 
members injured in Afghanistan and Iraq 
have urotrauma injuries (damage to the uri-
nary tract or reproductive organs); 

Whereas 1 in 3 younger women veterans re-
port overactive bladder, stress urinary in-
continence, and painful bladder symptoms; 

Whereas more than 3⁄4 of veterans with spi-
nal cord injuries suffer from neurogenic 
bladder; 

Whereas bladder cancer is the fourth most 
commonly diagnosed cancer among Veterans 
Affairs Health System patients; 

Whereas preventative campaigns and 
measures for diseases and conditions that 
are as extensive and expensive as bladder dis-
eases and conditions are routine and accept-
ed in common medical, societal, and public 
health practice, yet no preventative cam-
paign or measure exists in a large, system-
atic fashion for bladder health; and 

Whereas November 2016 is an appropriate 
month to designate as ‘‘National Bladder 
Health Month’’ since bladder health aware-
ness has been promoted in November for 
more than 20 years: Now, therefore, be it 
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Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-

ignation of November 2016 as ‘‘National Blad-
der Health Month’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 605— 
HONORING ARNOLD PALMER 

Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. NELSON) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 605 

Whereas Arnold Palmer was one of the 
most popular professional athletes of all 
time, known affectionately as ‘‘The King’’ 
for his civility, modesty, and commitment to 
public service; 

Whereas Palmer, with his charming per-
sonality and approachability, popularized 
the game of golf, introducing millions of peo-
ple in the United States to the sport, many 
of whom became part of ‘‘Arnie’s Army’’, a 
legion of fans worldwide; 

Whereas Palmer was born in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, a small steel town at the 
western base of the Allegheny Mountains, 
east of Pittsburgh; 

Whereas Palmer learned the game of golf 
at Latrobe Country Club, where his father 
Milfred ‘‘Deacon’’ Palmer served as the club 
professional and groundskeeper; 

Whereas Palmer lived in his hometown for 
his entire life, where he stayed engaged in 
his community; 

Whereas Palmer was a devoted husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather, a successful business-
man, and a humanitarian; 

Whereas Palmer opened the Winnie Palmer 
Nature Reserve, dedicated to the memory of 
his late wife, on the grounds adjacent to St. 
Vincent College; 

Whereas Palmer served as honorary Na-
tional Chairman of the March of Dimes Birth 
Defects Foundation for 20 years; 

Whereas Palmer owned the Bay Hill Club 
and Lodge in Orlando, Florida, which hosts 
the Arnold Palmer Invitational to raise 
funds to benefit the Winnie Palmer Hospital 
for Women and Babies and the Arnold Palm-
er Hospital for Children, both of which are 
also located in Orlando, Florida; 

Whereas Palmer was a prostate cancer sur-
vivor and raised funds to support the Arnold 
Palmer Pavilion, a cancer center near La-
trobe, Pennsylvania; 

Whereas Palmer was an amateur aviator 
who helped develop the airport in his beloved 
hometown and served on the Westmoreland 
County Airport Authority, which renamed 
the airport in Latrobe in honor of Palmer in 
1999; 

Whereas Palmer served his country for 3 
years in the United States Coast Guard; 

Whereas Palmer won 92 tournaments, in-
cluding 7 major championships; 

Whereas Palmer played in the Masters 
Tournament 48 times, winning in 1958, 1960, 
1962, and 1964; 

Whereas, in 2004, Palmer received the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom from President 
George W. Bush; 

Whereas Palmer was presented the Con-
gressional Gold Medal on September 12, 2012, 
in recognition of his service to the United 
States in promoting excellence and good 
sportsmanship in golf; and 

Whereas Palmer has received numerous 
other honors for his accomplishments in golf 
and his service to his community: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the life and legacy of Arnold 

Palmer for his philanthropy, humani-
tarianism, and significant contributions to 
the sport of golf; and 

(2) expresses its deepest sympathies and 
condolences to the family of Arnold Palmer 
on his death. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 606—HON-
ORING THE MEMORIES AND LEG-
ACIES OF THE 3 LAW ENFORCE-
MENT OFFICERS WHO LOST 
THEIR LIVES IN THE ATTACK ON 
JULY 17, 2016, IN BATON ROUGE, 
LOUISIANA, CONDEMNING THAT 
ATTACK, AND RECOGNIZING THE 
HEROISM OF LAW ENFORCE-
MENT PERSONNEL AND FIRST 
RESPONDERS 

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. COTTON, Mr. HATCH, Mr. INHOFE, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. 
SHELBY, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
TOOMEY, Mr. VITTER, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. DAINES, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. ENZI, and 
Mr. LANKFORD) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 606 

Whereas, on July 17, 2016, a lone gunman in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, ambushed and 
opened fire on law enforcement personnel, 
killing 3 Baton Rouge law enforcement offi-
cers and wounding 3 additional officers at 
Benny’s Car Wash and Oil Change; 

Whereas Corporal Montrell Jackson, a 10- 
year veteran of the Baton Rouge Police De-
partment who was a husband, father, broth-
er, and son and who loved his career and 
serving his community, was killed in the at-
tack; 

Whereas Deputy Brad Garafola, a 24-year 
veteran of the East Baton Rouge Sheriff’s Of-
fice and a beloved husband, father, and son 
who touched the lives of many individuals 
during his more than 2 decades of faithful 
service, was killed in the attack; 

Whereas Officer Matthew Gerald, who hon-
orably served the United States as a member 
of United States Marine Corps and the 
United States Army before joining the Baton 
Rouge Police Department in 2015, was killed 
in the attack; 

Whereas 3 other Baton Rouge law enforce-
ment officers were injured during this sense-
less attack; 

Whereas this attack took place with the 
intention of targeting law enforcement offi-
cers; 

Whereas Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement personnel performed their duties 
admirably during the attack and risk their 
lives every day to ensure the safety of the 
people of Baton Rouge; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
stand united with the community of Baton 
Rouge and the families, friends, and loved 
ones of the victims to support all of those in-
dividuals affected by the attack and to pray 
for healing and peace: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the attack of July 17, 2016, in 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana; 
(2) honors the memory of the Baton Rouge 

law enforcement officers who lost their lives; 
(3) recognizes the bravery, heroism, and 

dedication by Federal, State, and local law 
enforcement officials, emergency medical re-
sponders, and all of those individuals who of-
fered support and assistance; 

(4) offers sincere condolences to the fami-
lies, friends, and loved ones of the victims; 

(5) expresses hope that each individual who 
was wounded in the attack makes a full re-
covery; and 

(6) stands united against violence and in 
support of those individuals who work every 
day to protect the communities of the 
United States and keep the United States 
safe. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 607—RECOG-
NIZING THE NATIONAL 
GEOSPATIAL-INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY ON ITS 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. BURR, and 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Armed Services: 

S. RES. 607 

Whereas, in an effort to improve the im-
agery intelligence, mapping, and geodesy ca-
pabilities of the United States, the National 
Imagery and Mapping Agency (in this pre-
amble referred to as ‘‘NIMA’’), the prede-
cessor of the National Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency (in this preamble referred to 
as the ‘‘NGA’’), was founded on October 1, 
1996, as a result of President William Jeffer-
son Clinton signing into law the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1997 (Public Law 104–201; 110 Stat. 2422), 
which authorized the establishment of 
NIMA; 

Whereas the NGA derives from legacy 
agencies, including the Defense Mapping 
Agency, the National Photographic Interpre-
tation Center, the Defense Airborne Recon-
naissance Office, the Central Imagery Office, 
and the Defense Dissemination Program Of-
fice, that played vital roles in the defense of 
the United States in conflicts dating back to 
World War II and contributed to the dis-
cipline of geospatial intelligence (in this pre-
amble referred to as ‘‘GEOINT’’) through im-
agery and mapping production; 

Whereas the NGA has, throughout its 20- 
year history, provided GEOINT support to 
United States policy makers and military 
commanders in both war and peacetime dur-
ing significant national security and natural 
disaster events, including— 

(1) the operations in the Balkans; 
(2) the response to Hurricane Katrina; 
(3) the operation that resulted in the kill-

ing of former al Qaeda leader Osama bin 
Laden; 

(4) operations against state-sponsored ter-
rorist organizations; 

(5) the humanitarian assistance responses 
to earthquakes in Haiti and Japan; and 

(6) the continued critical mission support 
to members of the Armed Forces in the Mid-
dle East; 

Whereas, with military and civilian em-
ployees serving at the NGA headquarters in 
Springfield, Virginia, the NGA West Campus 
in St. Louis, Missouri, and additional loca-
tions throughout the United States, and with 
personnel deployed worldwide in more than 
200 locations in 17 countries, the NGA pro-
duces timely mapping, charting, geodesy, 
and intelligence products to warfighters, 
first responders, civil authorities, policy 
makers, and the maritime and aviation com-
munities; 

Whereas the NGA motto describes the 
many missions that were combined 20 years 
ago upon the creation of the NGA, ‘‘Know 
the Earth, show the way, and understand the 
world’’; 

Whereas the NGA is the primary organiza-
tion responsible for developing, maintaining, 
and enhancing the World Geodetic System 84 
reference frame, the foundation for all of the 
Positioning, Navigation, and Timing systems 
of the Department of Defense, including the 
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Global Positioning System (commonly 
known as ‘‘GPS’’); 

Whereas the Maritime Safety Office of the 
NGA, which traces its lineage to 1869, col-
lects, analyzes, and writes the Notices to 
Mariners that keep government, civilian, 
and international mariners informed about 
vital safety and navigational issues; 

Whereas the NGA also supports commer-
cial vessels worldwide with navigational 
products and warning messages; 

Whereas, in addition to updating world-
wide digital nautical charts that ensure safe-
ty of navigation to a broad base of users, the 
NGA has expanded to provide safety of navi-
gation information to the aeronautical com-
munity; 

Whereas, in recent years, the NGA has in-
creased its— 

(1) worldwide, industry-leading aero-
nautical safety library to more than 10,000 
flight procedures made available to the De-
partment of Defense; and 

(2) vertical obstructions database from 
4,000,000 features to more than 24,000,000 fea-
tures; 

Whereas the NGA has converted from 
paper maps to downloadable digital maps, re-
ducing the amount of gear that pilots need 
to carry while ensuring that those pilots al-
ways have the latest information; 

Whereas the NGA continues to be a con-
stant source of innovation, aiding the efforts 
of the Department of Defense in counterter-
rorism and counterinsurgency operations by 
using new— 

(1) intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance sensors and technologies; and 

(2) analytic methods, including full-motion 
video, hyperspectral imagery, overhead per-
sistent infrared, light detection and ranging, 
and activity-based intelligence; 

Whereas the NGA continues to support 
warfighters and intelligence operators with 
dedicated efforts in global counterterrorism, 
counterproliferation, mission readiness, safe-
ty of navigation, and future weapons devel-
opment; 

Whereas, since the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, the men and women of 
the NGA have worked diligently to deter, de-
tect, and prevent acts of terrorism by pro-
viding GEOINT support to United States and 
coalition forces in support of the Global War 
on Terror, including Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan, Combined Joint 
Task Force–Horn of Africa, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in Iraq, and Operation Inherent Re-
solve in Iraq and Syria; 

Whereas the NGA is commendably pur-
suing new methods of intelligence collection 
and analysis to inform, complement, and add 
to the NGA’s support of warfighter require-
ments by— 

(1) embracing innovative cost-sharing and 
risk-sharing constructs with the commercial 
electro-optical satellite industry; and 

(2) looking to emerging commercial tech-
nology providers, including small satellite 
companies, that hold the promise of rapid 
technological innovation and potentially sig-
nificant future cost savings to the taxpayers 
of the United States; and 

Whereas the NGA has been awarded 3 Joint 
Meritorious Unit Awards reflecting the dis-
tinctive accomplishments of the personnel 
assigned to the NGA: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the men and women of 

the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of 
the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency; 

(2) honors the professional men and 
women, past and present, of the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency for their self-
less service and dedication to the United 
States; and 

(3) expresses gratitude to all the men and 
women of the National Geospatial-Intel-

ligence Agency for their past and continued 
efforts to provide timely, relevant, and accu-
rate geospatial intelligence support to de-
liver overwhelming advantages to 
warfighters, defense planners, and national 
security policymakers in the defense and se-
curity of the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 608—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 17 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 24, 2016, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
ESTUARIES WEEK’’ 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Ms. 

COLLINS, Ms. WARREN, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. COONS, Mr. NELSON, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. REED, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. CARPER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. MERKLEY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. RES. 608 

Whereas the estuary regions of the United 
States constitute a significant share of the 
economy of the United States, with as much 
as 43 percent of the gross domestic product 
of the United States generated in coastal 
shoreline counties; 

Whereas the population of coastal shore-
line counties in the United States increased 
by 39 percent from 1970 to 2010 and is pro-
jected to continue to increase; 

Whereas not fewer than 2,100,000 jobs in the 
United States are supported by marine tour-
ism and recreation; 

Whereas the commercial fishing, rec-
reational fishing, and seafood industries rely 
on healthy estuaries and directly support 
1,839,000 jobs in the United States; 

Whereas, in 2014— 
(1) commercial fish landings generated 

$5,500,000,000; and 
(2) recreational anglers— 

(A) took more than 68,000,000 fishing 
trips; and 

(B) spent $32,000,000,000; 
Whereas estuaries provide vital habitats 

for countless species of fish and wildlife, in-
cluding many species that are listed as 
threatened or endangered species; 

Whereas estuaries provide critical eco-
system services that protect human health 
and public safety, including water filtration, 
flood control, shoreline stabilization, erosion 
prevention, and the protection of coastal 
communities during hurricanes and storms; 

Whereas the United States has lost more 
than 110,000,000 acres of wetland, or 50 per-
cent of the wetland of the United States, 
since the first European settlers arrived; 

Whereas some bays in the United States 
that were once filled with fish and oysters 
have become dead zones filled with excess 
nutrients, chemical wastes, harmful algae, 
and marine debris; 

Whereas changes in sea level can affect es-
tuarine water quality and estuarine habi-
tats; 

Whereas the Coastal Zone Management 
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.) provides 
that the policy of the United States is to 
preserve, protect, develop, and, if possible, 
restore or enhance the resources of the 
coastal zone of the United States, including 
estuaries, for current and future generations; 

Whereas 25 coastal and Great Lakes States 
and territories of the United States operate 
a National Estuary Program or contain a 
National Estuarine Research Reserve; 

Whereas scientific study leads to a better 
understanding of the benefits of estuaries to 
human and ecological communities; 

Whereas the Federal Government, State, 
local, and tribal governments, national and 
community organizations, and individuals 
work together to effectively manage the es-
tuaries of the United States; 

Whereas estuary restoration efforts restore 
natural infrastructure in local communities 
in a cost-effective manner, helping to create 
jobs and reestablish the natural functions of 
estuaries that yield countless benefits; and 

Whereas the week of September 17 through 
September 24, 2016, is recognized as ‘‘Na-
tional Estuaries Week’’ to increase aware-
ness among all people of the United States, 
including Federal Government and State and 
local government officials, about the impor-
tance of healthy estuaries and the need to 
protect and restore estuaries: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 17 

through September 24, 2016, as ‘‘National Es-
tuaries Week’’; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Estuaries Week; 

(3) acknowledges the importance of estu-
aries to sustaining employment in the 
United States and the economic well-being 
and prosperity of the United States; 

(4) recognizes that persistent threats un-
dermine the health of the estuaries of the 
United States; 

(5) applauds the work of national and com-
munity organizations and public partners 
that promote public awareness, under-
standing, protection, and restoration of estu-
aries; 

(6) reaffirms the support of the Senate for 
estuaries, including the scientific study, 
preservation, protection, and restoration of 
estuaries; and 

(7) expresses the intent of the Senate to 
continue working to understand, protect, 
and restore the estuaries of the United 
States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 609—HON-
ORING THE MEMORIES AND HE-
ROIC ACTIONS OF THOSE 
KILLED, INJURED, AND AF-
FECTED BY THE FATAL BUS 
CRASH IN LAPLACE, LOUISIANA, 
ON AUGUST 28, 2016 
Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr. 

CASSIDY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 609 

Whereas, on August 28, 2016, St. John the 
Baptist Parish firefighters and Louisiana 
State troopers were responding to the scene 
of an accident along I-10 Westbound in La-
place, Louisiana, when an undocumented im-
migrant driving a passenger bus lost control 
of the bus and crashed into a nearby vehicle; 

Whereas 3 firefighters were thrown over 
the highway guardrail from the impact of 
the vehicle, falling more than 30 feet into al-
ligator-infested water; 

Whereas fellow firefighters, State troopers, 
and at least 1 civilian quickly responded to 
rescue the 3 overthrown firefighters; 

Whereas Chief Spencer Chauvin, a 36-year- 
old who served the St. John the Baptist Par-
ish Fire Department for 12 years and was a 
beloved husband and father of 2, died in the 
crash; 

Whereas 21-year-old Jermaine Starr and 33- 
year-old Vontarous Kelly, both of Moss 
Point, Mississippi, and who were passengers 
in the vehicle impacted by the bus, were also 
killed in the crash; 
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Whereas 2 other firefighters sustained inju-

ries and were taken to the hospital; and 
Whereas more than 30 additional individ-

uals were injured: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) mourns the tragic loss of Chief Spencer 

Chauvin, Jermaine Starr, and Vontarous 
Kelly; 

(2) recognizes the bravery, heroism, and 
dedication of the firefighters, State troopers, 
and civilians who quickly responded to at-
tempt to save the lives of the injured; 

(3) offers sincere condolences to the fami-
lies, friends, and loved ones of Chief Spencer 
Chauvin, Jermaine Starr, and Vontarous 
Kelly; and 

(4) expresses hope that each individual who 
was injured in the accident makes a full and 
quick recovery. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 610—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE FIRST 
FRIDAY IN OCTOBER 2016 AS 
‘‘MANUFACTURING DAY’’ 

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. BURR, Mr. BLUNT, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. KING, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. PETERS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. KIRK, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. THUNE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. 
HOEVEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation: 

S. RES. 610 

Whereas according to the most recent 
data, manufacturers contribute 
$2,170,000,000,000 to the United States econ-
omy; 

Whereas that amount has steadily risen 
since 2009, when manufacturers contributed 
$1,700,000,000,000 to the United States econ-
omy; 

Whereas the manufacturing sector ac-
counts for 12 percent of the gross domestic 
product (referred to in this preamble as 
‘‘GDP’’) of the United States; 

Whereas for every $1 spent in the manufac-
turing sector, another $1.40 is added to the 
United States economy, the highest multi-
plier effect of any economic sector; 

Whereas the manufacturing sector sup-
ports an estimated 18,500,000 jobs in the 
United States, approximately 1 in 6 private 
sector jobs in the United States; 

Whereas more than 12,300,000 individuals in 
the United States, 9 percent of the work-
force, are employed directly in the manufac-
turing sector; 

Whereas, in 2014, on average manufac-
turing workers in the United States earned 
more than the average worker in all other 
industries in the United States, including 
pay and benefits; 

Whereas manufacturers in the United 
States are the most productive manufactur-
ers in the world, far surpassing the worker 
productivity of any other major manufac-
turing economy, leading to higher wages and 
living standards; 

Whereas manufacturers in the United 
States drive innovation more than any other 
economic sector in the United States, spend-
ing $229,900,000,000 in 2014 on research and de-
velopment, an 82 percent increase from 5 
years earlier; 

Whereas measured by GDP, the manufac-
turing sector in the United States would 

rank as the ninth-largest economy in the 
world; and 

Whereas the first Friday in October 2016 
would be an appropriate day to designate as 
‘‘Manufacturing Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-
ignation of the first Friday in October 2016 
as ‘‘Manufacturing Day’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 611—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF 
OCTOBER 8, 2016, AS ‘‘40 YEARS 
OF WOMEN CADETS AT THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY DAY’’ 
Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr. 

BENNET) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services: 

S. RES. 611 
Whereas, in September 1972, the United 

States Air Force Academy (in this preamble 
referred to as the ‘‘Academy’’) became the 
first service academy to prepare for the ar-
rival of female cadets when it issued Oper-
ational Plan 36–72, ‘‘Integration of Females 
into the Cadet Wing’’; 

Whereas, on October 8, 1975, the day after 
President Ford signed the Department of De-
fense Appropriation Authorization Act, 1976 
(Public Law 94–106; 89 Stat. 531), which au-
thorized women to attend military service 
academies, the Academy announced that the 
first class of women would be admitted on 
June 28, 1976; 

Whereas, on January 13, 1976, the first 
woman to enter the Academy Preparatory 
School arrived; 

Whereas, on June 28, 1976, the Academy be-
came the first service academy to admit 
women when 156 women arrived as part of 
the class of 1980; 

Whereas the first African-American women 
to attend the Academy arrived in 1976 and 
graduated in 1980; 

Whereas the first Hispanic woman to at-
tend any military service academy arrived 
at the Academy in 1976 and graduated in 1980; 

Whereas, on August 15, 1979, a woman First 
Class Cadet from the Academy’s class of 1980 
became the first Academy woman to com-
plete a solo flight in the T–41 training air-
craft; 

Whereas, on May 28, 1980, the first 97 
women graduated from the Academy; 

Whereas, in 1981, 4 women at the Academy 
were the first Academy women named as All- 
Americans by the National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association (in this preamble referred 
to as the ‘‘NCAA’’); 

Whereas, on November 24, 1980, a woman 
cadet became the Cadet Wing Commander at 
the Academy for the first time; 

Whereas, in 1981, a woman cadet at the 
Academy was selected as a Rhodes Scholar 
for the first time; 

Whereas, in 1986, a woman cadet at the 
Academy received the Outstanding Cadet in 
Order of Graduation Award for the first 
time; 

Whereas, in 1987, a woman graduate from 
the class of 1980 returned to the Academy as 
an Air Officer Commanding for the first 
time; 

Whereas, on July 1, 1990, the women’s ath-
letic program of the Academy officially be-
came a member of the Colorado Athletic 
Conference; 

Whereas, on January 13, 1993, a woman 
from the United States Air Force, and a 
member of the Academy’s class of 1980, flew 
into space for the first time aboard the space 
shuttle Endeavour; 

Whereas, on April 14, 1994, a woman grad-
uate of the Academy died in a combat zone 

and received the Purple Heart award for the 
first time; 

Whereas, in January 1995, a member of the 
Academy’s class of 1988 became the first 
woman to log United States Air Force fight-
er pilot combat time; 

Whereas, in August 1996, women athletes at 
the Academy began their first year as NCAA 
Division I members; 

Whereas, on June 25, 1998, an Academy 
graduate from the class of 1982 and a Rhodes 
Scholar became the first woman graduate of 
the Academy elected to Congress; 

Whereas, in 1999, a member of the Acad-
emy’s class of 1998 became the first African- 
American woman to serve as a combat pilot; 

Whereas, in 2004, a 1988 graduate of the 
Academy took command of the 354th Fighter 
Squadron, becoming the first woman in the 
history of the United States to command a 
combat aviation unit; 

Whereas, on October 1, 2004, a member of 
the Academy’s class of 1983 became the first 
woman graduate of the Academy promoted 
to brigadier general and took office as Dean 
of the Faculty of the Academy; 

Whereas, in November 2005, a member of 
the Academy’s class of 1996 became the first 
woman member of the United States Air 
Force’s aerial demonstration team, the 
Thunderbirds; 

Whereas, in December 2005, a member of 
the Academy’s class of 1980 was the first 
woman Academy graduate to become Com-
mandant of Cadets; 

Whereas, on September 7, 2006, a member 
of the Academy’s class of 1980 became the 
first woman of Japanese descent from any 
military service to be promoted to flag offi-
cer; 

Whereas, on June 19, 2008, a member of the 
Academy’s class of 1982 became the first 
woman of Korean descent from any military 
service to be promoted to flag officer; 

Whereas, in 2009, a member of the Acad-
emy’s class of 2006 was the first woman 
Academy graduate killed by enemy action; 

Whereas, on June 21, 2010, the Academy’s 
first woman Vice Superintendent, and a 
member of the Academy’s class of 1983, took 
office; 

Whereas, on July 16, 2010, a graduate from 
the Academy’s class of 1984 became the first 
woman of Hispanic descent in the United 
States Air Force to be promoted to flag offi-
cer; 

Whereas, on June 5, 2012, a member of the 
Academy’s class of 1980 became the first 
woman in the United States Air Force to at-
tain the rank of 4-star general; 

Whereas, in August 2013, a member of the 
Academy’s class of 1981 became the first 
woman Superintendent of the Academy; 

Whereas, in August 2014, a member of the 
Academy’s class of 1993 became the first 
woman to command a United States Air 
Force bomb wing; and 

Whereas, between 1976 and 2016, 5,381 
women were commissioned through the 
Academy: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of October 8, 

2016, as ‘‘40 Years of Women Cadets at the 
United States Air Force Academy Day’’; 

(2) commends the extraordinary accom-
plishments of the women cadets and grad-
uates of the United States Air Force Acad-
emy in Colorado Springs, Colorado, and the 
service to the United States of those cadets 
and graduates; and 

(3) honors past, present, and future women 
who serve in the United States Air Force. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 612—RECOG-

NIZING THE WEATHERIZATION 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM DURING 
ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 
FOR ITS HISTORY OF REDUCING 
THE ENERGY COSTS OF FAMI-
LIES WITH LOW INCOMES, MAK-
ING LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS 
HEALTHIER AND SAFER, POSI-
TIVELY IMPACTING THE ENVI-
RONMENT, AND SUPPORTING 
JOBS AND NEW TECHNOLOGY 

Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. COLLINS, 
and Mr. COONS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation: 

S. RES. 612 

Whereas Congress has long recognized the 
disproportionate energy burden on families 
and individuals with low incomes; 

Whereas, in 1976, Congress and the Depart-
ment of Energy developed the Weatheriza-
tion Assistance Program (in this preamble 
referred to as the ‘‘WAP’’) to increase the en-
ergy efficiency of dwellings owned or occu-
pied by low-income individuals, reduce the 
total residential energy expenditures of 
those individuals, and improve the health 
and safety of those individuals, especially 
low-income individuals who are particularly 
vulnerable, such as the elderly, persons with 
disabilities, families with children, high resi-
dential energy users, and households with 
high energy burdens; 

Whereas low-income households on average 
pay 7.2 percent of the income of those house-
holds on utilities, more than 3 times the 
amount that higher income households pay; 

Whereas at least 1⁄4 of low-income house-
holds in many regions experience an energy 
burden that is greater than 14 percent of 
household income; 

Whereas nearly 9,000,000 families across the 
United States live in energy inefficient, 
unhealthy homes; 

Whereas the WAP operates in all 50 States, 
the District of Columbia, 5 territories of the 
United States, and Indian tribal govern-
ments; 

Whereas more than 7,400,000 homes have 
been weatherized since the inception of the 
WAP in 1976; 

Whereas, in a typical year, the WAP pro-
duces more than $300,000,000 in energy cost 
savings; 

Whereas a typical low-income family saves 
between $250 and $450 per year after receiving 
weatherization services; 

Whereas every dollar invested in weather-
ization returns $4.10 to society in energy, 
health, and safety benefits; 

Whereas children in households that re-
ceive weatherization services miss fewer 
days of school due to incidences of asthma, 
respiratory difficulties, and other health re-
lated issues; 

Whereas investment in the WAP by the 
Federal Government and other sources sup-
ports more than 25,000 jobs across the United 
States in related industries; 

Whereas the WAP decreases pollution and 
improves air quality; 

Whereas the WAP has increased its impact 
through a strategic partnership with the 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (commonly known as the ‘‘LIHEAP’’) 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services; 

Whereas the WAP has implemented rig-
orous quality control standards and proce-
dures; 

Whereas the WAP has incorporated cutting 
edge technologies; and 

Whereas, by decreasing the amount of per-
sonal income spent on home energy, the 
WAP makes housing more affordable, im-
proves the quality of life for families with 
low incomes, reduces forced mobility, and in-
creases the energy security of the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the Weatherization Assist-

ance Program for 40 years of reducing the en-
ergy burden of families with low incomes, 
making low-income households healthier and 
safer, positively impacting the environment, 
and supporting jobs and new technology; 

(2) encourages the Weatherization Assist-
ance Program to continue performing essen-
tial weatherization services in the future; 

(3) applauds the dedicated professionals at 
the Federal, State, and local levels who run 
the daily operations of the Weatherization 
Assistance Program; and 

(4) congratulates the Weatherization As-
sistance Program on the 40th anniversary of 
the Weatherization Assistance Program 
being signed into law on August 14, 1976. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 613—RECOG-
NIZING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF NORTH MISSISSIPPI RURAL 
LEGAL SERVICES IN OXFORD, 
MISSISSIPPI 

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. COCH-
RAN, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 613 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services, originally called Lafayette County 
Legal Aid, was organized in 1966 as a training 
program for law students at the University 
of Mississippi School of Law; 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services was organized to combine the provi-
sion of legal services with a teaching pro-
gram to develop a law school curriculum 
with a focus on the legal problems of low-in-
come individuals, and North Mississippi 
Rural Legal Services was subsequently in-
corporated as an independent nonprofit cor-
poration, receiving funds from the National 
Legal Services Corporation; 

Whereas the mission of North Mississippi 
Rural Legal Services is to provide high-qual-
ity attorney representation and advocacy to 
ensure equal access to justice for vulnerable 
members of society through constant train-
ing, self-analysis, and community involve-
ment; 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services provides the highest quality of legal 
and technical assistance, which improves the 
daily quality of life for low-income individ-
uals and contributes to the attainment of so-
cial, economic, and legal equality; 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services is governed by a 25-member board of 
directors appointed by the Mississippi Bar, 
the Magnolia Bar, and local advisory com-
mittees; 

Whereas North Mississippi Rural Legal 
Services has administrative offices in Ox-
ford, Mississippi, and offices in Clarksdale, 
Greenville, and West Point, Mississippi, all 
of which strive daily to meet the unmet civil 
legal needs of low-income Mississippians; 

Whereas there are more than 250,000 low- 
income individuals in the 39-county service 
area of North Mississippi Rural Legal Serv-
ices, which, as of 2015, has served more than 
17,000 Mississippians, providing access to the 
legal system that might otherwise be un-
available to those individuals due to their 
economic situation; 

Whereas over the last 50 years, North Mis-
sissippi Rural Legal Services has partnered 
with various funders, attorneys, friends, and 
corporate and individual supporters to pro-
vide thousands of low-income clients with 
habitable and affordable housing, safety, 
healthcare, economic security, and financial 
independence while ensuring that each client 
maintains inherent human dignity; 

Whereas 50 years ago, the journey began to 
provide high-quality legal representation to 
low-income Mississippians to ensure equal 
access to the courts of the State of Mis-
sissippi; 

Whereas in 2016, North Mississippi Rural 
Legal Services continues the quest for jus-
tice to serve individuals and families regard-
less of race, age, gender, and ethnicity; and 

Whereas the partnership between North 
Mississippi Rural Legal Services and the 
University of Mississippi School of Law con-
tinues the work of educating law students to 
increase the number of attorneys in the 
State of Mississippi who are sensitive to the 
needs of low-income individuals and knowl-
edgeable in the areas of the law that affect 
those individuals: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and commends outstanding 

acts of public service like those of North 
Mississippi Rural Legal Services; 

(2) with great pride, joins in paying tribute 
to North Mississippi Rural Legal Services, a 
most effective and public-spirited organiza-
tion, the advocacy of which on behalf of less 
fortunate Mississippians is a matter of 
record; and 

(3) recognizes the 50th anniversary of 
North Mississippi Rural Legal Services in 
Oxford, Mississippi. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 55—COMMEMORATING THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1916 
OPENING OF THE TEXAS A&M 
COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDI-
CINE & BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
AND THE 2016 OPENING OF THE 
NEW TEXAS A&M VETERINARY & 
BIOMEDICAL EDUCATION COM-
PLEX IN COLLEGE STATION, 
TEXAS 
Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 

CRUZ) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was considered 
and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 55 

Whereas the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences has ex-
perienced 100 years of growth from a small 
school of veterinary medicine in 1916 to its 
present role as a major veterinary and bio-
medical educational, medical, and research 
center; 

Whereas the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences— 

(1) serves the great State of Texas and the 
United States through advances in animal 
and human health; 

(2) supports the livestock industry; 
(3) provides viable and diverse professional 

career paths for Texans; 
(4) promotes science, technology, engineer-

ing, and mathematics education; 
(5) contributes to the economic viability 

and job opportunities of local communities; 
(6) provides disaster and emergency re-

sponse support for animals throughout the 
State of Texas; and 

(7) advances the veterinary profession; 

Whereas the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences has 
continuously evolved with a changing world 
to become a modern, dynamic, and highly re-
spected college of veterinary medicine and is 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6283 September 29, 2016 
one of the largest colleges of veterinary med-
icine in the United States; 

Whereas, as of May 2016, the Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical 
Sciences has graduated 7,576 veterinarians 
into the veterinary profession, contributing 
a $4,000,000,000 economic benefit to the State 
of Texas; 

Whereas, in 2015, Quacquarelli Symonds, an 
educational firm that ranks veterinary med-
icine schools, ranked the Texas A&M College 
of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical 
Sciences sixth in the world and third in the 
United States, which is testament to the 
hard work and dedication of generations of 
Aggie students, faculty, staff, and veterinar-
ians; 

Whereas the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences strives 
to improve the health and well-being of ani-
mals, humans, and the environment 
through— 

(1) collaborative learning, discovery, and 
innovation in basic, applied, and 
translational research; and 

(2) commercialization in biomedical 
sciences; 

Whereas the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences offers 
research signature programs in biomedical 
genomics, toxicology and environmental 
health, infectious disease and biodefense, 
neuroscience, reproductive biology, cardio-
vascular sciences, and veterinary clinical re-
search, with increasing strength in regenera-
tive medicine; 

Whereas one of the core values of the 
Texas A&M College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences is service, and the 
Veterinary Emergency Team of the Texas 
A&M College of Veterinary Medicine & Bio-
medical Sciences— 

(1) is the largest and most sophisticated 
veterinary medical disaster response team in 
the United States; 

(2) provides cutting-edge emergency man-
agement education; 

(3) develops new knowledge in emergency 
preparedness and response; and 

(4) develops emergency preparedness plans 
for local communities throughout the State 
of Texas; 

Whereas the faculty, staff, and students of 
the Texas A&M College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Sciences contribute to 
ever-evolving societal needs through their 
mission of education, research, and service 
in the field of veterinary medicine; 

Whereas, in addition to contributing to the 
veterinary workforce, the economic benefit 
of the Texas A&M College of Veterinary 
Medicine & Biomedical Sciences includes the 
protection of the $18,000,000,000 animal agri-
culture industry and the $7,000,000,000 wild-
life industry of the State of Texas; 

Whereas the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences is de-
veloping an integrated system that connects 
distant communities and regions of the great 
State of Texas through strategic partner-
ships with the Texas A&M Veterinary Med-
ical Center; 

Whereas the strategic partnerships with 
the Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Center 
will leverage and synergize the strengths of 
the Texas A&M College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Sciences, the Texas A&M 
System, and constituencies— 

(1) to advance animal, human, and environ-
mental health throughout the State of 
Texas; 

(2) to invest in the young people of the 
State of Texas as they seek professional ca-
reers in veterinary medicine, biomedical 
sciences, and related disciplines; and 

(3) to contribute to the stability and 
growth of the economy of the State of Texas; 
and 

Whereas the new Texas A&M Veterinary & 
Biomedical Education complex— 

(1) will house state-of-the-art classroom 
and teaching laboratory space that will en-
hance the learning environment for veteri-
nary and biomedical science students; 

(2) combined with the expansion of the 
small animal hospital, will— 

(A) provide opportunities for innovations 
in teaching; and 

(B) nurture collaboration and creativity; 
and 
(3) will enable the recruitment of the best 

students, faculty, and staff to the Texas 
A&M College of Veterinary Medicine & Bio-
medical Sciences: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress com-
memorates the 100th anniversary of the 1916 
opening of the Texas A&M College of Veteri-
nary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences and 
the 2016 opening of the new Texas A&M Vet-
erinary & Biomedical Education complex in 
College Station, Texas. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 5106. Mrs. FISCHER (for Mr. UDALL) 
proposed an amendment to the concurrent 
resolution H. Con. Res. 122, supporting ef-
forts to stop the theft, illegal possession or 
sale, transfer, and export of tribal cultural 
items of American Indians, Alaska Natives, 
and Native Hawaiians in the United States 
and internationally. 

SA 5107. Mrs. FISCHER (for Mr. UDALL) 
proposed an amendment to the concurrent 
resolution H. Con. Res. 122, supra. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 5106. Mrs. FISCHER (for Mr. 
UDALL) proposed an amendment to the 
concurrent resolution H. Con. Res. 122, 
supporting efforts to stop the theft, il-
legal possession or sale, transfer, and 
export of tribal cultural items of Amer-
ican Indians, Alaska Natives, and Na-
tive Hawaiians in the United States 
and internationally; as follows: 

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This concurrent resolution may be cited as 
the ‘‘Protection of the Right of Tribes to 
stop the Export of Cultural and Traditional 
Patrimony Resolution’’ or the ‘‘PROTECT 
Patrimony Resolution’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this resolution: 
(1) NATIVE AMERICAN.—The term ‘‘Native 

American’’ means— 
(A) with respect to an individual, an indi-

vidual who is a member of an Indian tribe (as 
defined in section 2 of the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (25 
U.S.C. 3001)); and 

(B) with respect to the cultural nature or 
significance of an item, right, or other object 
or concept, being of or significant to— 

(i) an Indian tribe (as defined in section 2 
of the Native American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001)); or 

(ii) a Native Hawaiian organization (as de-
fined in that section (25 U.S.C. 3001)). 

(2) TRIBAL CULTURAL ITEM.—The term 
‘‘tribal cultural item’’ has the meaning given 
the term ‘‘cultural item’’ in section 2 of the 
Native American Graves Protection and Re-
patriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001). 
SEC. 3. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Tribal cultural items— 

(A) have ongoing historical, traditional, or 
cultural importance central to a Native 
American group or culture; 

(B) cannot be alienated, appropriated, or 
conveyed by any individual; and 

(C) are vital to Native American cultural 
survival and the maintenance of Native 
American ways of life. 

(2) The nature and description of tribal cul-
tural items are sensitive and to be treated 
with respect and confidentiality, as appro-
priate. 

(3) Violators often export tribal cultural 
items internationally with the intent of 
evading Federal and tribal laws. 

(4) Tribal cultural items continue to be re-
moved from the possession of Native Ameri-
cans and sold in black or public markets in 
violation of Federal and tribal laws, includ-
ing laws designed to protect Native Amer-
ican cultural property rights. 

(5) The illegal trade of tribal cultural 
items involves a sophisticated and lucrative 
black market, where the items are traded 
through domestic markets and then are 
often exported internationally. 

(6) Auction houses in foreign countries 
have held sales of tribal cultural items from 
the Pueblo of Acoma, the Pueblo of Laguna, 
the Pueblo of San Felipe, the Hopi Tribe, and 
other Indian tribes. 

(7) After tribal cultural items are exported 
internationally, Native Americans have dif-
ficulty stopping the sale of the items and se-
curing their repatriation to their home com-
munities, where the items belong. 

(8) Federal agencies have a responsibility 
to consult with Native Americans to stop the 
theft, illegal possession or sale, transfer, and 
export of tribal cultural items. 

(9) An increase in the investigation and 
successful prosecution of violations of the 
Native American Graves Protection and Re-
patriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) and the 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 
1979 (16 U.S.C. 470aa et seq.) is necessary to 
deter illegal trading in tribal cultural items. 

(10) Many Indian tribes and tribal organi-
zations have passed resolutions condemning 
the theft and sale of tribal cultural items, 
including the following: 

(A) The National Congress of American In-
dians passed Resolutions SAC–12–008 and SD– 
15–075 to call on the United States, in con-
sultation with Native Americans— 

(i) to address international repatriation; 
and 

(ii) to take affirmative actions to stop the 
theft and illegal sale of tribal cultural items 
both domestically and internationally. 

(B) The All Pueblo Council of Governors, 
representative of 20 Pueblo Indian tribes— 

(i) noted that the Pueblo Indian tribes of 
the Southwestern United States have been 
disproportionately affected by the sale of 
tribal cultural items both domestically and 
internationally in violation of Federal and 
tribal laws; and 

(ii) passed Resolutions 2015–12 and 2015–13 
to call on the United States, in consultation 
with Native Americans— 

(I) to address international repatriation; 
and 

(II) to take affirmative actions to stop the 
theft and illegal sale of tribal cultural items 
both domestically and internationally. 

(C) The United South and Eastern Tribes, 
an intertribal organization comprised of 26 
federally recognized Indian tribes, passed 
Resolution 2015:007, which calls on the 
United States to address all means to sup-
port the repatriation of tribal cultural items 
from beyond United States borders. 

(D) The Inter-Tribal Council of the Five 
Civilized Tribes, uniting the Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, Cherokee, Muscogee (Creek), and 
Seminole Nations, passed Resolution 12–07, 
which requests that the United States, after 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6284 September 29, 2016 
consultation with Native Americans, assist 
in international repatriation and take imme-
diate action to address repatriation. 
SEC. 4. DECLARATION OF CONGRESS. 

Congress— 
(1) condemns the theft, illegal possession 

or sale, transfer, and export of tribal cul-
tural items; 

(2) calls on the Secretary of the Interior, 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, and the Attorney General to consult 
with Native Americans, including tradi-
tional Native American religious leaders, in 
addressing the practices described in para-
graph (1)— 

(A) to take affirmative action to stop the 
practices; and 

(B) to secure repatriation of tribal cultural 
items to Native Americans; 

(3) supports the efforts of the Comptroller 
General of the United States— 

(A) to determine the scope of illegal traf-
ficking in tribal cultural items domestically 
and internationally; and 

(B) to discuss with Native Americans, in-
cluding traditional Native American reli-
gious leaders, relevant Federal officials, and 
other individuals and entities, as appro-
priate, the steps required— 

(i) to end illegal trafficking in, and the ex-
port of, tribal cultural items; and 

(ii) to secure repatriation of tribal cultural 
items to the appropriate Native Americans; 

(4) supports the development of explicit re-
strictions on the export of tribal cultural 
items; and 

(5) encourages State and local governments 
and interested groups and organizations to 
work cooperatively in— 

(A) deterring the theft, illegal possession 
or sale, transfer, and export of tribal cul-
tural items; and 

(B) securing the repatriation of tribal cul-
tural items to the appropriate Native Ameri-
cans. 

SA 5107. Mrs. FISCHER (for Mr. 
UDALL) proposed an amendment to the 
concurrent resolution H. Con. Res. 122, 
supporting efforts to stop the theft, il-
legal possession or sale, transfer, and 
export of tribal cultural items of Amer-
ican Indians, Alaska Natives, and Na-
tive Hawaiians in the United States 
and internationally; as follows: 

Strike the preamble. 
f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 29, 2016, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Regional Impact on Syria Conflict: 
Syria, Turkey, and Iraq.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON REGULATORY AFFAIRS AND 
FEDERAL MANAGEMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Regulatory Affairs and 
Federal Management of the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Government 
Affairs be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on September 
29, 2016, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Understanding the Millennial 
Perspective in Deciding to Pursue and 
Remain in Federal Employment.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDING TITLE 49, UNITED 
STATES CODE, WITH RESPECT 
TO CERTAIN GRANT ASSUR-
ANCES 
Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5944, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5944) to amend title 49, United 
States Code, with respect to certain grant 
assurances, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5944) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

OMNIBUS TERRITORIES ACT OF 
2015 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 583, S. 2360. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2360) to improve the administra-
tion of certain programs in the insular areas, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, with 
an amendment, as follows: 

(Strike the part in boldface brackets 
and insert the part printed in italic.) 

S. 2360 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Omnibus 
Territories Act of 2015’’. 
øSEC. 2. RESETTLEMENT AND RELOCATION FOR 

THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI. 
øThe first proviso under the heading 

‘‘TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS’’ 
under the heading ‘‘OFFICE OF TERRITORIAL 
AFFAIRS’’ under the heading ‘‘DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR’’ in chapter VIII 
of title I of the Supplemental Appropriations 
Act, 1982 (Public Law 97–257; 96 Stat. 840), is 
amended by striking ‘‘in the Marshall Is-
lands, principally on Kili and Ejit Islands’’. 
øSEC. 3. RELIABLE AIR SERVICE IN AMERICAN 

SAMOA. 
øSection 41703(c) of title 49, United States 

Code, is amended— 
ø(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 

the end; 
ø(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
ø(3) by adding at the end the following: 
ø‘‘(3) notwithstanding subsection (a)(1), the 

navigation under this subsection is nec-
essary to provide and sustain air commerce 
in American Samoa between the islands of 
Tutuila and Manu’a.’’.¿ 

SEC. 2. RESETTLEMENT AND RELOCATION FOR 
THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI. 

The matter under the heading ‘‘TRUST TERRI-
TORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS’’ under the head-

ing ‘‘OFFICE OF TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS’’ under 
the heading ‘‘DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-
RIOR’’ in chapter VIII of title I of the Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1982 (Public Law 97– 
257; 96 Stat. 840), is amended by striking the 
first proviso and inserting ‘‘Provided, That such 
funds, including funds provided pursuant to the 
Department of the Interior and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1989 (Public Law 100– 
446; 102 Stat. 1774), shall be available for the re-
location and resettlement of the Bikini people 
living on Kili and Ejit Islands, on the condition 
that the Secretary of the Interior submits to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate and the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House of Representatives a reset-
tlement plan developed in coordination with the 
Bikini Atoll leadership: Provided further, That 
for any fiscal year, annual expenditures from 
the Resettlement Fund established by this sec-
tion and pursuant to the Department of the In-
terior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1989 (Public Law 100–446; 102 Stat. 1774) may 
not exceed an amount that is greater than 90 
percent of the average annual earnings of the 
Fund for the preceding 5 years unless for reset-
tlement purposes outside of the Marshall Is-
lands:’’. 
SEC. 3. RELIABLE AIR SERVICE IN AMERICAN 

SAMOA. 
Section 40109(g) of title 49, United States 

Code, is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (2), by striking subparagraph 

(C) and inserting the following: 
‘‘(C) review the exemption at least every 30 

days (or, in the case of exemptions that are nec-
essary to provide and sustain air transportation 
in American Samoa between the islands of 
Tutuila and Manu’a, at least every 180 days), to 
ensure that the unusual circumstances that es-
tablished the need for the exemption still exist.’’; 
and 

(2) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(3) RENEWAL OF EXEMPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-

paragraph (B), the Secretary may renew an ex-
emption (including renewals) under this sub-
section for not more than 30 days. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—An exemption that is nec-
essary to provide and sustain air transportation 
in American Samoa between the islands of 
Tutuila and Manu’a, may be renewed for not 
more than 180 days. 

‘‘(4) CONTINUATION OF EXEMPTIONS.—An ex-
emption may continue for not more than 5 days 
after the unusual circumstances that established 
the need for the exemption cease.’’. 
SEC. 4. DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND PERSONAL 

IDENTIFICATION CARDS. 
(a) DEFINITION OF STATE.—Section 201(5) of 

the REAL ID Act of 2005 (49 U.S.C. 30301 note; 
Public Law 109–13) is amended by striking 
‘‘the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,’’. 

(b) EVIDENCE OF LAWFUL STATUS.—Section 
202(c)(2)(B) of the REAL ID Act of 2005 (49 
U.S.C. 30301 note; Public Law 109–13) is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (viii), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (ix), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(x) is a citizen of the Republic of the Mar-

shall Islands, the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, or the Republic of Palau who has been 
admitted to the United States as a non-
immigrant pursuant to a Compact of Free 
Association between the United States and 
the Republic or Federated States.’’. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be agreed 
to, the bill, as amended, be read a third 
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6285 September 29, 2016 
The committee-reported amendment 

was agreed to. 
The bill (S. 2360), as amended, was or-

dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed, as follows: 

S. 2360 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Omnibus 
Territories Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. RESETTLEMENT AND RELOCATION FOR 

THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI. 
The matter under the heading ‘‘TRUST TER-

RITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS’’ under the 
heading ‘‘OFFICE OF TERRITORIAL AFFAIRS’’ 
under the heading ‘‘DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR’’ in chapter VIII of title I of the 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1982 (Pub-
lic Law 97–257; 96 Stat. 840), is amended by 
striking the first proviso and inserting ‘‘Pro-
vided, That such funds, including funds pro-
vided pursuant to the Department of the In-
terior and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 1989 (Public Law 100–446; 102 Stat. 1774), 
shall be available for the relocation and re-
settlement of the Bikini people living on Kili 
and Ejit Islands, on the condition that the 
Secretary of the Interior submits to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
of the Senate and the Committee on Natural 
Resources of the House of Representatives a 
resettlement plan developed in coordination 
with the Bikini Atoll leadership: Provided 
further, That for any fiscal year, annual ex-
penditures from the Resettlement Fund es-
tablished by this section and pursuant to the 
Department of the Interior and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1989 (Public 
Law 100–446; 102 Stat. 1774) may not exceed 
an amount that is greater than 90 percent of 
the average annual earnings of the Fund for 
the preceding 5 years unless for resettlement 
purposes outside of the Marshall Islands:’’. 
SEC. 3. RELIABLE AIR SERVICE IN AMERICAN 

SAMOA. 
Section 40109(g) of title 49, United States 

Code, is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (2), by striking subpara-

graph (C) and inserting the following: 
‘‘(C) review the exemption at least every 30 

days (or, in the case of exemptions that are 
necessary to provide and sustain air trans-
portation in American Samoa between the 
islands of Tutuila and Manu’a, at least every 
180 days), to ensure that the unusual cir-
cumstances that established the need for the 
exemption still exist.’’; and 

(2) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(3) RENEWAL OF EXEMPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Secretary may renew 
an exemption (including renewals) under this 
subsection for not more than 30 days. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—An exemption that is 
necessary to provide and sustain air trans-
portation in American Samoa between the 
islands of Tutuila and Manu’a, may be re-
newed for not more than 180 days. 

‘‘(4) CONTINUATION OF EXEMPTIONS.—An ex-
emption may continue for not more than 5 
days after the unusual circumstances that 
established the need for the exemption 
cease.’’. 
SEC. 4. DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND PERSONAL 

IDENTIFICATION CARDS. 
(a) DEFINITION OF STATE.—Section 201(5) of 

the REAL ID Act of 2005 (49 U.S.C. 30301 note; 
Public Law 109–13) is amended by striking 
‘‘the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,’’. 

(b) EVIDENCE OF LAWFUL STATUS.—Section 
202(c)(2)(B) of the REAL ID Act of 2005 (49 
U.S.C. 30301 note; Public Law 109–13) is 
amended— 

(1) in clause (viii), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 
end; 

(2) in clause (ix), by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(x) is a citizen of the Republic of the Mar-

shall Islands, the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, or the Republic of Palau who has been 
admitted to the United States as a non-
immigrant pursuant to a Compact of Free 
Association between the United States and 
the Republic or Federated States.’’. 

f 

UNITED STATES APPRECIATION 
FOR OLYMPIANS AND 
PARALYMPIANS ACT OF 2016 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 5946, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5946) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross 
income any prizes or awards won in competi-
tion in the Olympic Games or the 
Paralympic Games. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5946) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

AMENDING THE WHITE MOUNTAIN 
APACHE TRIBE WATER RIGHTS 
QUANTIFICATION ACT OF 2010 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 651, S. 2959. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2959) to amend the White Moun-
tain Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantifica-
tion Act of 2010 to clarify the use of amounts 
in the WMAT Settlement Fund. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, with amendments, as 
follows: 

(The parts of the bill intended to be 
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to 
be inserted are shown in italics.) 

S. 2959 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. USE OF FUNDS IN WMAT SETTLE-

MENT FUND FOR WMAT RURAL 
WATER SYSTEM. 

øSection¿ 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF WMAT RURAL WATER 
SYSTEM.—Section 307(a) of the White Mountain 
Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantification Act 

of 2010 (Public Law 111–291; 124 Stat. 3080) is 
amended in the matter preceding paragraph (1) 
by inserting ‘‘, (b)(2),’’ after ‘‘subsections (a)’’. 

(b) FUNDING.—Section 312(b)(2)(C)(i)(III) of 
the White Mountain Apache Tribe Water 
Rights Quantification Act of 2010 (Public 
Law 111–291; 124 Stat. 3093) is amended by 
striking the period at the end and inserting 
the following: ‘‘, including the øWMAT rural 
water system in accordance with subsection 
(e)(4)¿ planning, design, and construction of the 
WMAT rural water system, in accordance with 
section 307(a).’’. 

Mrs. FISCHER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported 
amendments be agreed to, the bill, as 
amended, be read a third time and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendments 
were agreed to. 

The bill (S. 2959), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed, as follows: 

S. 2959 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. USE OF FUNDS IN WMAT SETTLE-

MENT FUND FOR WMAT RURAL 
WATER SYSTEM. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF WMAT RURAL WATER 
SYSTEM.—Section 307(a) of the White Moun-
tain Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantifica-
tion Act of 2010 (Public Law 111–291; 124 Stat. 
3080) is amended in the matter preceding 
paragraph (1) by inserting ‘‘, (b)(2),’’ after 
‘‘subsections (a)’’. 

(b) FUNDING.—Section 312(b)(2)(C)(i)(III) of 
the White Mountain Apache Tribe Water 
Rights Quantification Act of 2010 (Public 
Law 111–291; 124 Stat. 3093) is amended by 
striking the period at the end and inserting 
the following: ‘‘, including the planning, de-
sign, and construction of the WMAT rural 
water system, in accordance with section 
307(a).’’. 

f 

NEVADA NATIVE NATIONS LAND 
ACT 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 2733, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2733) to require the Secretary 
of the Interior to take land into trust for 
certain Indian tribes, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the bill be read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with 
no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 2733) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 
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ALYCE SPOTTED BEAR AND WAL-

TER SOBOLEFF COMMISSION ON 
NATIVE CHILDREN ACT 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask that the Chair lay before the Sen-
ate the message from the House on S. 
246, the Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter 
Soboleff Commission on Native Chil-
dren Act. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
246) entitled ‘‘An Act to establish the Alyce 
Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff Commis-
sion on Native Children, and for other pur-
poses.’’, do pass with an amendment. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to concur in the House amend-
ment be agreed to and the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FIRST CLASS OF 
WOMEN ADMITTED TO THE 
COAST GUARD ACADEMY 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. Res. 579 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 579) recognizing the 
40th Anniversary of the first class of women 
admitted to the Coast Guard Academy. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 579) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of September 26, 
2016, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 600, S. Res. 601, and S. 
Con. Res. 55. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Chair 
lay before the Senate H. Con. Res. 166, 
which was received from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 166) 
providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 166) was agreed to, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 166 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Wednes-
day, September 28, 2016, through Friday, No-
vember 11, 2016, on a motion offered pursuant 
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned 
until 2 p.m. on Monday, November 14, 2016, or 
until the time of any reassembly pursuant to 
section 2 of this concurrent resolution, 
whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 2. (a) The Speaker or his designee, 
after consultation with the Minority Leader 
of the House, shall notify the Members of the 
House to reassemble at such place and time 
as he may designate if, in his opinion, the 
public interest shall warrant it. 

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the House adjourns on a 
motion offered pursuant to this subsection 
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
House shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 3464 AND H.R. 6094 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
understand there are two bills at the 
desk and I ask for their first reading en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bills by title for the 
first time en bloc. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3464) to provide incremental in-
creases to the salary threshold for exemp-
tions for executive, administrative, profes-
sional, outside sales, and computer employ-
ees under the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938, and for other purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 6094) to provide for a 6-month 
delay in the effective date of a rule of the 
Department of Labor relating to income 
thresholds for determining overtime pay for 
executive, administrative, professional, out-
side sales, and computer employees. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
now ask for a second reading, and I ob-
ject to my own request, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bills will receive their second 
reading on the next legislative day. 

f 

REPORTING AUTHORITY 
Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the Senate’s adjournment, 
committees be authorized to report 
legislative and executive matters on 
Thursday, October 27, from 10 a.m. to 
12 noon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY 
Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming adjournment of 
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore, and the 
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences, or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses, or by 
order of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SIGNING AUTHORITY 
Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the junior 
Senator from Louisiana be authorized 
to sign duly enrolled bills or joint reso-
lutions on Thursday, September 29, 
through Monday, November 14. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROTECT PATRIMONY 
RESOLUTION 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 122, which is at 
the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 122) 

supporting efforts to stop the theft, illegal 
possession or sale, transfer, and export of 
tribal cultural items of American Indians, 
Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians in the 
United States and internationally. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 
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Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Udall 
amendment to the concurrent resolu-
tion be agreed to; the concurrent reso-
lution, as amended, be agreed to; that 
the Udall amendment to the preamble 
be agreed to; the preamble, as amend-
ed, be agreed to; and the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5106) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the resolving clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This concurrent resolution may be cited as 
the ‘‘Protection of the Right of Tribes to 
stop the Export of Cultural and Traditional 
Patrimony Resolution’’ or the ‘‘PROTECT 
Patrimony Resolution’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this resolution: 
(1) NATIVE AMERICAN.—The term ‘‘Native 

American’’ means— 
(A) with respect to an individual, an indi-

vidual who is a member of an Indian tribe (as 
defined in section 2 of the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (25 
U.S.C. 3001)); and 

(B) with respect to the cultural nature or 
significance of an item, right, or other object 
or concept, being of or significant to— 

(i) an Indian tribe (as defined in section 2 
of the Native American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001)); or 

(ii) a Native Hawaiian organization (as de-
fined in that section (25 U.S.C. 3001)). 

(2) TRIBAL CULTURAL ITEM.—The term 
‘‘tribal cultural item’’ has the meaning given 
the term ‘‘cultural item’’ in section 2 of the 
Native American Graves Protection and Re-
patriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001). 
SEC. 3. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Tribal cultural items— 
(A) have ongoing historical, traditional, or 

cultural importance central to a Native 
American group or culture; 

(B) cannot be alienated, appropriated, or 
conveyed by any individual; and 

(C) are vital to Native American cultural 
survival and the maintenance of Native 
American ways of life. 

(2) The nature and description of tribal cul-
tural items are sensitive and to be treated 
with respect and confidentiality, as appro-
priate. 

(3) Violators often export tribal cultural 
items internationally with the intent of 
evading Federal and tribal laws. 

(4) Tribal cultural items continue to be re-
moved from the possession of Native Ameri-
cans and sold in black or public markets in 
violation of Federal and tribal laws, includ-
ing laws designed to protect Native Amer-
ican cultural property rights. 

(5) The illegal trade of tribal cultural 
items involves a sophisticated and lucrative 
black market, where the items are traded 
through domestic markets and then are 
often exported internationally. 

(6) Auction houses in foreign countries 
have held sales of tribal cultural items from 
the Pueblo of Acoma, the Pueblo of Laguna, 
the Pueblo of San Felipe, the Hopi Tribe, and 
other Indian tribes. 

(7) After tribal cultural items are exported 
internationally, Native Americans have dif-

ficulty stopping the sale of the items and se-
curing their repatriation to their home com-
munities, where the items belong. 

(8) Federal agencies have a responsibility 
to consult with Native Americans to stop the 
theft, illegal possession or sale, transfer, and 
export of tribal cultural items. 

(9) An increase in the investigation and 
successful prosecution of violations of the 
Native American Graves Protection and Re-
patriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.) and the 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 
1979 (16 U.S.C. 470aa et seq.) is necessary to 
deter illegal trading in tribal cultural items. 

(10) Many Indian tribes and tribal organi-
zations have passed resolutions condemning 
the theft and sale of tribal cultural items, 
including the following: 

(A) The National Congress of American In-
dians passed Resolutions SAC–12–008 and SD– 
15–075 to call on the United States, in con-
sultation with Native Americans— 

(i) to address international repatriation; 
and 

(ii) to take affirmative actions to stop the 
theft and illegal sale of tribal cultural items 
both domestically and internationally. 

(B) The All Pueblo Council of Governors, 
representative of 20 Pueblo Indian tribes— 

(i) noted that the Pueblo Indian tribes of 
the Southwestern United States have been 
disproportionately affected by the sale of 
tribal cultural items both domestically and 
internationally in violation of Federal and 
tribal laws; and 

(ii) passed Resolutions 2015–12 and 2015–13 
to call on the United States, in consultation 
with Native Americans— 

(I) to address international repatriation; 
and 

(II) to take affirmative actions to stop the 
theft and illegal sale of tribal cultural items 
both domestically and internationally. 

(C) The United South and Eastern Tribes, 
an intertribal organization comprised of 26 
federally recognized Indian tribes, passed 
Resolution 2015:007, which calls on the 
United States to address all means to sup-
port the repatriation of tribal cultural items 
from beyond United States borders. 

(D) The Inter-Tribal Council of the Five 
Civilized Tribes, uniting the Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, Cherokee, Muscogee (Creek), and 
Seminole Nations, passed Resolution 12–07, 
which requests that the United States, after 
consultation with Native Americans, assist 
in international repatriation and take imme-
diate action to address repatriation. 
SEC. 4. DECLARATION OF CONGRESS. 

Congress— 
(1) condemns the theft, illegal possession 

or sale, transfer, and export of tribal cul-
tural items; 

(2) calls on the Secretary of the Interior, 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
Commerce, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, and the Attorney General to consult 
with Native Americans, including tradi-
tional Native American religious leaders, in 
addressing the practices described in para-
graph (1)— 

(A) to take affirmative action to stop the 
practices; and 

(B) to secure repatriation of tribal cultural 
items to Native Americans; 

(3) supports the efforts of the Comptroller 
General of the United States— 

(A) to determine the scope of illegal traf-
ficking in tribal cultural items domestically 
and internationally; and 

(B) to discuss with Native Americans, in-
cluding traditional Native American reli-
gious leaders, relevant Federal officials, and 
other individuals and entities, as appro-
priate, the steps required— 

(i) to end illegal trafficking in, and the ex-
port of, tribal cultural items; and 

(ii) to secure repatriation of tribal cultural 
items to the appropriate Native Americans; 

(4) supports the development of explicit re-
strictions on the export of tribal cultural 
items; and 

(5) encourages State and local governments 
and interested groups and organizations to 
work cooperatively in— 

(A) deterring the theft, illegal possession 
or sale, transfer, and export of tribal cul-
tural items; and 

(B) securing the repatriation of tribal cul-
tural items to the appropriate Native Ameri-
cans. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 122), as amended, was agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 5107) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To strike the preamble) 

Strike the preamble. 
The preamble, as amended, was 

agreed to. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 
2016, THROUGH TUESDAY, NO-
VEMBER 15, 2016 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn to then convene for pro forma 
sessions only, with no business being 
conducted, on the following dates and 
times, and that following each pro 
forma session, the Senate adjourn until 
the next pro forma session: October 3, 
at 10:30 a.m.; October 6, at 10:30 a.m.; 
October 7, at 2 p.m.; October 11, at 9 
a.m.; October 13, at 2 p.m.; October 17, 
at 11 a.m.; October 20, at 3 p.m.; Octo-
ber 24, at 10:30 a.m.; October 27, at 10:30 
a.m.; October 31, at 4:30 p.m.; November 
3, at 2 p.m.; November 7, at 10:30 a.m.; 
November 10, at 10 a.m.; and November 
14, at 5:30 p.m.; I further ask that when 
the Senate adjourns on Monday, No-
vember 14, it next convene at 4 p.m., 
Tuesday, November 15; that following 
the prayer and pledge, the morning 
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, and 
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day; I 
ask that following leader remarks, the 
Senate be in a period of morning busi-
ness until 5 p.m., with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 3, 2016, AT 10:30 A.M. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 1:32 p.m., adjourned until Monday, 
October 3, 2016, at 10:30 a.m. 
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