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CELEBRATING THE SUBMARINE 
USS ‘‘DRUM’’ 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Submarine USS Drum for its 
service to our nation during World War II and 
subsequent years following the war. 

The Submarine USS Drum (SS–228) was 
laid down on September 11, 1940, at the 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire Naval Shipyard, 
where her construction took just eight months. 
She was launched on May 12, 1941. The USS 
Drum arrived at Pearl Harbor in 1942, and she 
was the first new submarine to arrive at the 
base since the day of infamy, December 7, 
1941. Upon her arrival to the Pacific Ocean, 
the USS Drum fought gallantly, earning twelve 
Battle Stars over an illustrious four-year career 
during World War II. Before the end of the 
war, the USS Drum sank 15 vessels with a 
total tonnage of 80,580. 

Following World War II, the USS Drum was 
decommissioned. She was then deployed as a 
reserve training submarine on the Potomac 
River in Washington, DC. After a long deploy-
ment, the USS Drum was set to be retired and 
scrapped in 1968. 

In 1969, the USS Alabama Battleship Me-
morial Park wisely added the USS Drum. The 
Memorial Park was created in Mobile, Ala-
bama in 1965 in order to honor all Alabam-
ians, living and dead, who have worn the uni-
form of all branches of the United States 
Armed Forces in defense of our country. Since 
the USS Drum’s inclusion to the Park, she has 
become an internationally known attraction. 
Additionally, she has been acknowledged as 
the oldest surviving World War II submarine in 
existence. The USS Drum was also declared 
a National Historic Landmark in 1986. 

On behalf of Alabama’s First Congressional 
District, I would like to encourage everyone to 
join me in celebrating the Submarine USS 
Drum on its 75th anniversary of being com-
missioned into the United States Navy on No-
vember 19, 1941. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF CSULB EOP 
CELEBRATION 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the California State University, Long 
Beach’s Educational Opportunity Program 
which is celebrating its 50th Anniversary. 
Founded in 1967–68 by Dr. Joseph White, 
Professor Emeritus of Psychology and Psychi-
atry and the first Director of the Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP) at California State 

University, Long Beach (CSULB), it is the first 
such program implemented on a college cam-
pus in the State of California. 

The 1960s was a decade of civil unrest 
throughout the United States. In the City of 
Los Angeles, the 1965 six-day Watts Riot af-
fected a number of communities of color. In 
1960, The California State Master Plan for 
Higher Education created a three-tiered sys-
tem to provide instruction in the state: Univer-
sity of California, California State University, 
and the Community College Systems. The 
Master Plan, however, resulted in a decline of 
minority enrollments. As a result, African 
American academicians, civil rights advocates, 
and community activists sought to implement 
strategies that would increase the number of 
underrepresented students into institutions of 
higher education and develop effective meth-
ods to address this imbalance. 

The event celebrated the legacy of Dr. 
White and his colleagues for their blend of 
scholarship, social activism, and mentoring 
which influenced and increased enrollment of 
African-American Students along with other 
students of color within the LA County and be-
yond. 

To honor the individuals and programs that 
transformed the lives of countless African- 
American students that attended CSULB dur-
ing the late 60s and early 70s; and to make 
this history and research available as an inte-
gral part of the African-American Legacy with-
in the Long Beach Community, Dr. White 
served as a member of the CSULB faculty 
from 1962 to 1968. During his tenure, he be-
came increasingly frustrated by the Univer-
sity’s low Black student enrollment. He la-
mented, ‘‘Here we were, right at the end of 
South-Central LA and out of 15,000 students 
at CSULB, only 65 were black. It didn’t make 
any sense.’’ 

The original pioneers responsible for EOP’s 
implementation on the CSULB campus and 
expansion statewide are as follows: Dr. Jo-
seph White, Assemblyman Willie Brown, Dr. 
Clyde Taylor, and Mr. Ernie Clark. Others 
were invited by Dr. White who also contributed 
to the implementation of EOP and student 
support services for students of color on 
CSULB’s campus include: Dr. George Demos, 
Congressman Alan Lowenthal, Dr. Fernando 
Hernandez, and deceased contributors Dr. 
June Cooper, Dr. Ora Williams, Dr. Enid 
Blaylock, and Anthony Wilkins. 

Despite all that has been accomplished over 
the years, the mission and goals still remains 
an ongoing journey. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST 
INDIANA’S NEWEST CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 

time to congratulate thirty individuals who took 
their oath of citizenship on Friday, November 
4, 2016. This memorable occasion, presided 
over by Judge Joseph Van Bokkelen, was 
held at the United States Courthouse and 
Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On November 4, 2016, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, took their oaths of citizenship in Ham-
mond, Indiana: Jose Luis Pimentel Moreno, 
Jonathan Pilario, Ruhani Sharma, Juan 
Cabrales Garcia, Ernesto Gonzalez Salinas, 
Lamine Kamara, Marcelina Canales de Gar-
cia, Mariya Thipkoi, Irene Elizabeth Andraus, 
Erika Mercedes Angel, Mishell Janeth 
Arichavala, Aloncio Antonio Arroyo, Izabela 
Agnieszka Benjeddi, Sergio Calderon, Stepan 
Famulyak, Catalina Gutierrez, Vania Nshuti 
Kagabo, Aliya Adeena Khan, Hyesung Moon 
Neidlinger, Herminio Padilla, Pinkalbahen 
Sahil Patel, Khushboo Chirag Patel, Maria 
Rocio, Elisandro Sanchez, Karla Ibeth Sosa, 
Grace Matawaran Stasi, George Strogilos, 
Erika Vazquez, Alexandra Betty Villamar Za-
pata, and Martin Zuniga. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who became 
citizens of the United States of America on 
November 4, 2016. They, too, are American 
citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed the in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. We, as a free and democratic 
nation, congratulate them and welcome them. 
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RECOGNITION OF GOVERNOR 

EDWARDS’ BIRTHDAY 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 50th birthday of Governor 
John Bel Edwards of Louisiana. One of eight 
children, Governor Edwards learned the im-
portance of helping others at a very young 
age, which he’s shown through his profound 
strength and leadership in governing our great 
state of Louisiana. A retired Airborne Ranger 
for the United States Army and a diligent pub-
lic servant, Governor Edwards has always put 
his community and nation first. 

Within his first 8 months in office, Governor 
Edwards has focused on the state’s crippling 
budget crisis, led our recovery from the his-
toric floods that destroyed more than 100,000 
homes, and worked to bring the community to-
gether after two tragic shooting incidents. 
Through it all, he has focused on the positivity 
in our citizens and the need for rebuilding our 
state. 

Governor Edwards has faced every task 
and issue with an optimistic attitude, always 
believing that better days would be coming for 
Louisiana. I am proud to wish my friend a 
happy birthday. 

f 

HONORING FLOYD ‘‘SHAD’’ 
MESHAD 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor my dear friend and committed commu-
nity advocate Floyd ‘‘Shad’’ Meshad for his 
forty four years of work advocating on behalf 
of America’s veterans. 

Shad served as a Captain in the U.S. Army 
and as Medical Service Officer in the Republic 
of South Vietnam. There, he counseled sol-
diers in the field who were suffering from a 
multitude of psychological and emotional prob-
lems resulting from their experiences in com-
bat. 

Upon his return to the States, he continued 
this work, dedicating himself to serving Amer-
ican veterans through counseling and pio-
neered treatment techniques for what would 
later become known as Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder, or PTSD. 

Shad’s accomplishments are a testament to 
his commitment to the wellness of veterans. In 
1971, Shad started the Vietnam Veterans Re- 
Socialization Unit, where he spent eight years 
helping veterans readjust to civilian life. And in 
1978, Shad worked to develop and lobby for 
the National Vietnam Veterans Readjustment 
Act, which launched an investigation of PTSD 
and other psychological issues experienced by 
some Vietnam veterans. The following year, 
he founded the Vet Center Outreach Program, 
which to this day provides readjustment coun-
seling for veterans at more than 300 locations 
across the country. 

In 1985, Shad also founded the National 
Veterans Foundation (NVF), whose mission is 
to support veterans in crisis and provide serv-

ices to better the lives of veterans and their 
family members. The NVF operates a crisis 
hotline that offers on-the-spot crisis counsel-
ling and resource referrals for veterans of all 
wars. 

Shad has received many accolades for his 
efforts. He is a recipient of the Veterans Ad-
ministration’s Administrator’s Commendation & 
the VA Special Contribution Award and has 
been featured on many major television net-
works and news programs including 60 Min-
utes, 20/20, Dateline, Nightline, and CNN 
News. He also authored the book, A Captain 
for Dark Mornings, which chronicles his expe-
riences during the war in Vietnam. 

My family has known Shad since the 1970s 
when he worked with my husband Walter to 
develop the curricula for a class on the Viet-
nam War at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara in my district. By offering his personal 
experiences in Vietnam, Shad has helped 
thousands of young minds better understand 
the war through the unique perspective of both 
a soldier and a therapist. 

Shad is a dear friend and I am so grateful 
for his unwavering commitment to our nation’s 
veterans. His dedication to easing our combat 
veterans’ transition to civilian life is truly inspir-
ing. Through his personal work and the work 
of the organizations he founded, more than 
350,000 veterans have received help with fi-
nancial problems, mental health issues, re-
ceiving VA benefits, healthcare, employment, 
housing, family counseling, and many other 
issues. 

I am honored to recognize Shad’s countless 
achievements and I would like to express my 
upmost gratitude for his service to America’s 
veterans. I wish him nothing but continued 
success in all of his future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA’S NEWLY NATURALIZED 
CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate thirty individuals who took 
their oath of citizenship on Friday, October 21, 
2016. This memorable occasion, presided 
over by Magistrate Judge Paul R. Cherry, was 
held at the United States Courthouse and 
Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On October 21, 2016, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, took their oaths of citizenship in Ham-
mond, Indiana: Citlalli Guadalupe Lindsey, 
Milan Torlak, Susan Wambui Njoroge, 
Balwinder Kaur Kandola, Alberto Trevino Alva-
rez, Daniel Alvarez Sanemeterio, Yolanda 

Barrera, Timothy Overcomer Cangmah, 
Michelle Buenaventura Capatan, Emmanuel 
Chigozie Chijioke, Jacqueline Esther Diah, Te-
resa de Jesus Alcaraz de Diaz, Guillermo 
Diaz, Veronica Fernandez, Raul Garcia, Clau-
dia Edith Hernandez Franco, Adolfo Her-
nandez, Ahmed Hjayyer, Francisco Javier Ji-
menez, David Leonardo Lagunas, Javier Lira, 
Shaima Ramzi Musa, Vivian Thuy Nguyen, 
Kim Nguyen-Rienks, Elodia Ontiveros, 
Nareshkumar Kantilal Patel, Kishankumar 
Nareshkumar Patel, Jinal Patel, Immaculee 
Gakwaya Songa, and Valentina Trifunovic. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who became 
citizens of the United States of America on 
October 21, 2016. They, too, are American 
citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed the in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. We, as a free and democratic 
nation, congratulate them and welcome them. 

f 

HONORING TREE TRUST 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Tree Trust, to recognize and com-
memorate the 40th anniversary of an organi-
zation devoted to ending joblessness and ex-
panding the urban tree canopy. 

Founded in 1976, Tree Trust was inspired 
by a simple idea: Improve the environment 
while investing in people. Tree Trust does ex-
actly that through reforestation drives, employ-
ment training, and environmental education 
programs. They have fought for countless re-
forms to public programs that now provide 
meaningful opportunities to serve the commu-
nity and connect with the outdoors. 

For 40 years, Tree Trust has transformed 
lives and landscapes. They have planted and 
distributed nearly 90,000 trees and shrubs 
while investing in over 55,000 youth and 
adults since their inception. I know the quality 
of Tree Trust’s work first hand. Since being 
elected to Congress, I have joined them for 
many tree plantings and community service 
days. Many summers, I have had the honor to 
present the Governor’s awards at their Youth 
Employment Program Awards Picnic to out-
standing young people who are improving our 
community. 

My driving force in Congress is making a 
more generous, inclusive, and sustainable so-
ciety. I want young people to believe that they 
have the power to make a meaningful change. 
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I want adults struggling with unemployment to 
know that they are valuable, important mem-
bers of community. We as a society will shape 
our vision of tomorrow through action and 
service. Tree Trust is an organization that is 
leading the way, and I am proud to represent 
them in Congress. 

Once again, congratulations to Tree Trust 
for 40 years of service. I am looking forward 
to seeing what they accomplish in the next 40 
years. 

f 

TO RECOGNIZE LORRI KOSTER 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize one of the top leaders of the modern 
fresh produce industry and a Salinas Valley vi-
sionary. Lorri Koster is Chair, CEO and a pri-
mary shareholder of Mann Packing Company 
headquartered in Salinas, CA. Mann is a 
major grower, shipper, and processor of fresh 
vegetables on the cutting edge of technical in-
novation and market development. So while 
you may have never heard of Lorri Koster, I 
can guarantee that every member of this 
House has eaten something grown or shipped 
by Mann Packing. 

Lorri was raised in the agricultural industry 
and is the third generation of her family to 
work in produce. Her late father Don Nucci 
had been a key partner in the company. She 
started her full time career at Mann in 1990 di-
recting the firm’s marketing and communica-
tion programs. In 2000 Lorri left Mann to join 
ProduceOnline.com as vice president of mar-
keting. Lorri then became an associate pub-
lisher with Produce Business magazine. After 
several years of writing, raising two young 
boys and working for Mann on a consulting 
basis, she returned to the company full time in 
2006 to represent her family’s interest and 
lead the business development, marketing and 
product innovation efforts. 

Lorri’s leadership extends beyond Mann to 
the greater fresh produce industry and her 
local community. In 2000, Lorri was the Inter-
national Fresh Cut Produce Association board 
president and the first woman to chair an 
American produce trade association. She is a 
past chair of the Grower Shipper Association 
of Central California. She has participated on 
the boards of various leadership committees 
for several industry organizations, including 
the United Fresh Produce Association, the 
Produce Marketing Association, Western 
Growers, the Grower Shipper Association of 
Central California, and the Produce for Better 
Health Foundation. She shares my passion 
and has been a relentless advocate for cre-
ating more access to fruits and vegetables in 
schools and federally funded feeding pro-
grams. Lorri currently serves on the Western 
Growers Association board of directors and a 
board alternate for the California Leafy Greens 
Marketing Agreement. At a local level Lorri 
serves on the boards of the Monterey Bay 
Economic Partnership, the Panetta Institute for 
Public Policy, and on the business advisory 
councils for Rancho Cielo and CSUMB’s Busi-
ness School. 

Lorri has a Bachelor of Arts degree in public 
relations with a minor in business marketing 

from California State University, Chico. A 
‘‘baseball mom’’ and ‘‘Forty Niner Faithful’’, 
she resides in Salinas with her husband Tom 
where she loves cheering on their two boys, 
Jack and Sam. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak on behalf of 
the entire House in thanking Lorri Koster for 
her outstanding leadership in the produce in-
dustry and the Salinas Valley. Our nation is a 
better place because of her efforts. We wish 
her and her family many more years of suc-
cess. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NORTHERN IN-
DIANA AREA LABOR FEDERA-
TION COMMUNITY LABOR 
AWARDS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate several of North-
west Indiana’s finest citizens. The Northwest 
Indiana Federation of Labor, American Fed-
eration of Labor—Congress of Industrial Orga-
nizations (AFL–CIO), recognized several indi-
viduals and organizations for their dedication 
and service during the Northern Indiana Area 
Labor Federation Community Labor Awards 
Reception, which was held at Wicker Park in 
Highland, Indiana, on Thursday, October 20, 
2016. These individuals, in addition to all 
Northwest Indiana Federation of Labor mem-
bers who have served Northwest Indiana so 
diligently for such a long period of time, are 
the epitome of the ideal American worker: 
loyal, dedicated, and hardworking. 

At this year’s event, several individuals and 
organizations will receive special recognition. 
Jeff Chidester, Ironworkers 395, is the recipi-
ent of the Service to Labor Award for his 
many years of service to the labor movement 
and his outstanding dedication to his fellow 
union members. 

The Union Labor Award was presented to 
the Women of Steel, United Steelworkers, Dis-
trict 7, for their unselfish devotion to the labor 
movement through its promotion in all areas: 
social, civic, educational, and political. 

Mayor Pete Buttigieg, South Bend, Indiana, 
was honored with the Community Services 
Award for his exemplary service to his com-
munity and to the enhancement of the quality 
of life for the people of Indiana. 

State Senator Earline Rogers was honored 
with the Lifetime Achievement Award for her 
many years of labor activism and her commit-
ment to her community. For the exceptional 
service she has provided to the people of 
Northwest Indiana, she is worthy of our admi-
ration and respect. 

Ray Kasmark, IBEW, and David 
Blankenship, Sheet Metal Workers Local 73, 
were presented with the George Meany Award 
for their significant contributions to the youth 
of their communities through their involvement 
with the Boy Scouts of America. Northwest In-
diana has a rich history of excellence in its 
craftsmanship and loyalty by its tradesmen. 
These honorees are all outstanding examples 
of these qualities. They have demonstrated 
their loyalty to their unions and the Northwest 
Indiana community through their hard work 
and tireless service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in congratulating 
these dedicated, honorable, and exemplary 
citizens, as well as all of the hardworking 
union men and women throughout America. 
They have shown commitment and courage 
toward their pursuits, and I am proud to rep-
resent them in Washington, D.C. 

f 

CELEBRATING UNIVERSITY OF 
WISCONSIN-PLATTEVILLE’S SES-
QUICENTENNIAL 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late the University of Wisconsin-Platteville on 
150 years of academic excellence. UW- 
Platteville celebrated its sesquicentennial 
throughout the 2015–2016 academic year. As 
this university enters its 150th year of pro-
viding quality and affordable education, it is fit-
ting we highlight the academic achievements 
of the faculty, staff, graduates, and students. 
Their continued dedication to higher learning 
has been a great source of pride for me as 
the university excels year after year. U.S. 
News and World Report ranked the online 
learning courses as one of the top in the na-
tion and it is the fastest growing UW System 
school. 

Founded in 1866, the university is located in 
Platteville, Wisconsin, near Wisconsin’s south-
west border. It began its storied history as 
Wisconsin’s first state teacher preparation in-
stitution as the Platteville Normal School. Its 
proud engineering heritage has roots with the 
Wisconsin Mining Trade School founded in 
1907 and in 1917 became the first school in 
the United States to offer a three-year course 
in mining engineering. The mining school be-
came the Wisconsin Institute of Technology in 
1939, which would merge with the Platteville 
State Teachers College in 1959 to become the 
Wisconsin State College and Institute of Tech-
nology at Platteville. In 1966, the name was 
changed again to the Wisconsin State Univer-
sity-Platteville. After joining the UW System 
governed by the board of regents, the school 
reached its current namesake in 1971 as the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville. 

I have always been proud of the strong and 
continuous emphasis placed on education by 
those I represent in western and central Wis-
consin. The University of Wisconsin-Platteville 
is a leading example of this; expanding on its 
original academic disciplines of engineering 
and education, it now provides over 42 majors 
for over 8,000 students. Courses are even of-
fered through an innovative distance education 
program enabling over 3,000 students the 
world over to pursue higher degrees. This 
thriving body of students have banded to-
gether under the symbol of a Pioneer. The 
Pioneers have long established traditions such 
as the lighting of the ‘‘M’’. Laid in 1936 by 
mining students attempting to build the largest 
M in the world, the community now holds a 
twice-annual ceremony where they light the 
whitewashed stones in a brilliant blaze. When 
a tornado caused significant damage to the 
campus in June of 2014, the Pioneers rallied 
around their strong sense of community to en-
sure classes were able to continue for the fall 
semester. 
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Throughout the year-long anniversary cele-

bration, alumni, students, and faculty were in-
vited to participate in various events under the 
theme ‘‘Remember the Past. Celebrate the 
Present. Pioneer the Future.’’ These events in-
cluded a campus art show displaying genera-
tions of student work, featured profiles of 
alumni and staff, and various forums for shar-
ing their memories. The celebration cul-
minated with a birthday party on October 15th, 
2016. 

I would like to congratulate all the past and 
present faculty, staff, and students on 150 
years of proud and pioneering years in the 
pursuit of higher education. It is because of 
your commitment that UW-Platteville is such a 
success and it is through you the university 
will continue to lead the way for another 150 
years. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF TAYLOR 
FORCE 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of an American hero, 
who was taken from us far too soon by an act 
of terrorism. 

Taylor Force was a student at Vanderbilt 
University, working to obtain his Master in 
Business Administration, when he traveled on 
a school-sponsored trip to Jaffa, Israel in 
March 2016. While there, he was attacked and 
killed by a Palestinian terrorist. He was 28 
years old. 

Before going back to school for his master’s 
degree, Taylor attended the New Mexico Mili-
tary Institute, graduating in 2006. I then had 
the honor of nominating Taylor Force to the 
United States Military Academy at West Point. 
He graduated from West Point in May of 2009 
and was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army. As a Field Artillery Officer, 
Taylor served our country by completing one 
combat tour in Iraq and another combat tour 
in Afghanistan. 

On behalf of a grateful nation and the 19th 
District of Texas, which Taylor called home for 
many years, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring veteran Taylor Force. His courage, 
sacrifice, and dedication will not be forgotten. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
LINDA LAWSON 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I take this 
time to recognize the 2016 Democrat Woman 
of the Year Award recipient, as presented by 
the Lake County Women’s Democratic Club. 
This year’s recipient is my good friend, the 
Honorable Linda Lawson, Indiana State Rep-
resentative. To commemorate this special oc-
casion, the organization hosted a celebratory 
event on Tuesday, October 11, 2016, at The 
Patrician Banquet Center in Schererville, Indi-
ana. 

Linda Lawson was born and raised in Ham-
mond, Indiana, where she graduated from 
Donald E. Gavit High School. Later, she at-
tended Indiana University Northwest in Gary 
before embarking on what would be a lifelong 
career in public service. Linda has made her 
community proud and has the distinction of 
being the first female police officer with the 
Hammond Police Department, from which she 
retired as a captain after 24 years of service. 
In her continued pursuit of bettering her com-
munity, Linda was elected to the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly in 1998, as the representative 
for House District 1, a seat in which she 
proudly remains today. 

Throughout her illustrious career as a state 
representative, Linda served as chair of the 
House Judiciary Committee, as well as on 
many legislative committees including Environ-
mental Affairs, Courts & Criminal Code, Family 
Affairs, Education, and Labor. In 2012, Rep-
resentative Lawson was elected Indiana 
House Democratic Floor Leader. Holding true 
to her commitment to protect and serve, she 
has been a tireless advocate and leader in the 
push for essential domestic violence legisla-
tion. Representative Lawson has received nu-
merous honors and accolades for her exem-
plary service and dedication to the community 
of Northwest Indiana and beyond, and she is 
an inspiration to us all. 

Linda Lawson selflessly and passionately 
gives her time to various community organiza-
tions and civic activities for which she is very 
proud. These organizations include Haven 
House, the Hammond Historical Society 
Board, the Whiting-Robertsdale Chamber of 
Commerce, the League of Women Voters, the 
Humane Society of the Calumet Area, and the 
Boys & Girls Club. 

Linda’s excellence in her field and commit-
ment to charitable endeavors throughout the 
community is exceeded only by her devotion 
to her amazing family. She has two beloved 
daughters, Laura and Jennifer, and one cher-
ished granddaughter, Genavive. 

I am proud to call Linda Lawson my friend. 
Throughout the years, she has been an out-
standing advocate for the community of North-
west Indiana, as well as our state. She epito-
mizes what it means to be a public servant. I 
am grateful for what she has done for so 
many for so long. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in honoring the 
Honorable Linda Lawson for her lifetime of 
leadership and outstanding service to the 
community. Her continuous effort to improve 
the quality of life for the residents of Indiana 
is remarkable, and she is worthy of the high-
est praise. 

f 

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE 
SOUTHEAST CAMPUS 

HON. JOE BARTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, this week the 
Tarrant County College Southeast Campus 
will be celebrating their 20th Anniversary. The 
Southeast Campus opened in 1996 with an 
enrollment of 3,993 under the guidance of 
founding President, Dr. Judith J. Carrier, along 

with 44 other full-time faculty members. The 
long-awaited campus quickly exceeded capac-
ity, serving about 10,000 students face-to- 
face, as well as in dual credit courses at nine 
area high schools. In 2012, Dr. William 
Coppola became President and soon added a 
Collegiate High School to the campus. He cur-
rently is joined by 140 full-time faculty mem-
bers serving a face-to-face student population 
of more than 11,000, and an additional 3,500 
dual credit students in 11 area high schools. 

The Southeast Campus has developed a 
strong relationship with both the Arlington and 
Mansfield ISD’s, maintaining a vibrant and 
successful Dual Credit Program in which stu-
dents can earn up to as many as 42 transfer-
able college credits. In addition, the campus 
works with these ISD’s to develop Career and 
Technical Certificate options for the students. 
The campus has partnered with both ISD’s to 
open Collegiate High Schools, serving first- 
time college students and those from low 
socio-economically disadvantaged families. 

The Southeast Campus faculty, staff, and 
student populations are diverse, and the Cam-
pus has built strong relationships with the var-
ious ethnic chambers in the community. Schol-
arship programs, cultural programs, and busi-
ness/economic development events on cam-
pus have been attended by various members 
of the Tarrant County Asia American, Pan 
Asian American, Arlington Black, and Arlington 
Hispanic Chambers of Commerce. 

As the campus celebrates its 20th anniver-
sary, the campus will remain ‘‘the Spirit of 
Southeast’’, which is exemplified in service to 
the community and forward thinking by the 
faculty, staff, and administrators who work tire-
lessly to promote student success at all levels. 
I am pleased to recognize the Tarrant County 
College Southeast Campus on this momen-
tous occasion. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF UNIONVILLE 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH’S 
151ST ANNIVERSARY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my sincere 
congratulations to the congregation and lead-
ership of Unionville Missionary Baptist Church 
in Macon, Georgia as the church celebrates a 
remarkable 151 years. The congregation of 
Unionville Missionary Baptist Church cele-
brated this very significant anniversary on 
Sunday, October 16, 2016. 

Tracing its roots back to the Civil War era, 
Unionville Missionary Baptist Church was 
founded in 1865. Prior to that time, black and 
white people of the Baptist and Methodist 
faiths worshipped together. When the white 
believers decided they no longer wanted to 
worship with the black believers, the black be-
lievers were left without a place to worship. 

Later in 1865, Mr. Wyler, a wealthy land-
owner, decided to donate land for a black 
church to be established. He stipulated that 
the first black Baptist or Methodist to place 
timber on the land and sit on it all night would 
be awarded the deed to the land. Thus, two 
enterprising black Baptists, Lee Buckman and 
John Josey, retrieved the timber from their 
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bed, placed it on the property, and remained 
there until morning to await Mr. Wyler’s arrival. 
Upon seeing this, Mr. Wyler donated and 
deeded land at 1610 Pio Nono Avenue to es-
tablish the Unionville Missionary Baptist 
Church. Reverend Pollack served as the first 
pastor of the newly formed church. 

Today, the church is under the leadership of 
Pastor I. Edwin Mack. Having answered the 
call to lead the church in 1986, Pastor Mack 
holds the distinction of being the longest 
tenured pastor in the church’s existence. Dur-
ing his tenure, the church membership has in-
creased exponentially and as a result, the 
Unionville Missionary Baptist Church relocated 
to a new site at 3837 Houston Avenue. The 
church then expanded even further with the 
addition of the I. Edwin Mack Worship & Fel-
lowship Center at 3820 Houston Avenue. 

A charismatic evangelical innovator, Pastor 
Mack’s spiritual zeal is both infectious and 
highly contagious. He has previously served 
as President of the Sixth District of the Gen-
eral Missionary Baptist Convention of Georgia. 
A native of Cochran, Georgia, he is married to 
the former Eloise Cliett of Byron, Georgia and 
has a daughter, Brittany. 

The story of Unionville Missionary Baptist 
Church, which began as a small group of peo-
ple worshipping together 151 years ago and 
has grown into an expansive and successful 
church, is truly an inspiring one of the dedica-
tion and perseverance of a faithful congrega-
tion of people who put all their love and trust 
in the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Unionville Missionary 
Baptist Church in Macon, Georgia for their 
long history of coming together through the 
good and difficult times to praise and worship 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

f 

HONORING MS. BISHOP DR. LOIS J. 
DELEVOE ON HER 80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Bishop Dr. Lois J. Delevoe on her 80th 
birthday. Dr. Delevoe has been a pillar in the 
South Florida community. She has dedicated 
her life to supporting underprivileged and 
homeless youth in South Florida. 

For nearly a decade, she ran a homeless 
shelter in Broward County, where she coun-
seled, fed, clothed, tutored and ministered to 
the needs of homeless men, women, and chil-
dren. She wrote what is thought to be the first 
comprehensive book on the homeless in the 
nation, and it has been used by administrators 
in metropolitan areas in Broward County and 
throughout the country 

Dr. Delevoe has also worked to empower 
youth through a GED program, and by facili-
tating Christian and political youth seminars, 
conferences, and clubs. She has taught in the 
Broward and Dade County School systems, 
and as a college professor. 

Furthermore, Dr. Delevoe has founded or 
co-founded many women action and political 
groups throughout the state. She has served 
on multiple state, county, and city boards as 
the appointee of the Governor and many 
county and city officials. She also served as 

President of the Reverend Samuel J. Delevoe 
Memorial Park Civic Association, where she 
was able to work in conjunction with Broward 
County Parks and Recreation, Broward Coun-
ty, the City of Fort Lauderdale, and multiple 
homeowners’ associations to positively impact 
the community. 

Above all, Dr. Delevoe loves God and has 
been a ministerial light in South Florida for 
many years. Large numbers of pastors and 
other ministers began their ministry under Dr. 
Delevoe, and now are working dynamically in 
God’s kingdom across the world. She con-
tinues to make a dedicated effort to support 
underprivileged children worldwide through the 
support of our foreign missions, missionaries, 
schools, colleges and orphanages. 

Her accomplishments and her influence on 
our community are unmatched. I cannot thank 
Dr. Delevoe enough for her dedication to the 
state of Florida, and for all of the sacrifices 
she has made. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so truly honored to rec-
ognize Bishop Dr. Lois J. Delevoe on her 80th 
birthday. She is such a remarkable human 
being and dear friend. I wish her many more 
years of success and happiness. 

f 

HONORING THE ASIAN AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with sin-
cere admiration that I recognize the Asian 
American Medical Association, which hosted 
its 40th Annual Gala on Saturday, November 
12, 2016, at Avalon Manor in Hobart, Indiana. 
Each year, the Asian American Medical Asso-
ciation pays tribute to prominent, outstanding 
citizens and organizations for their contribu-
tions to the community. In recognition of their 
efforts, these honorees are awarded the pres-
tigious Crystal Globe Award. 

The Asian American Medical Association 
has been a tremendous asset to Northwest In-
diana. Its members have selflessly dedicated 
themselves to providing quality medical serv-
ices to the residents of Northwest Indiana and 
have served their communities through many 
cultural, scholastic, and charitable endeavors. 

At this year’s Annual Gala, the Asian Amer-
ican Medical Association will present the Crys-
tal Globe Award to one of Northwest Indiana’s 
finest citizens, Dr. William Forgey. Dr. Forgey 
serves as Medical Director of the Lake County 
Indiana Sheriff’s Department and Correctional 
Health Indiana, Inc., and is a family physician 
with the Community Health Care System. 

Despite committing much of his time to his 
professional responsibilities, Dr. Forgey also 
selflessly serves the people of his community 
and beyond through his contributions to var-
ious charitable and noteworthy endeavors, in-
cluding his involvement with the International 
Society of Travel Medicine, Medical Student 
Missions, Inc., Boy Scouts of America, and the 
Wilderness Medical Society, to name a few. 
For his exceptional leadership and his tireless 
dedication to the betterment of his local com-
munity and society as a whole, he is worthy of 
the highest praise. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in com-

mending the members of the Asian American 
Medical Association, as well as this year’s 
Crystal Globe Award recipient, Dr. William 
Forgey. For his dedication and commitment to 
his remarkable career in the field of medicine, 
he is most deserving of the honor bestowed 
upon him and serves as an inspiration to us 
all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WESLEY D. JONES 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Wesley ‘‘Don’’ Jones of Wash-
ington, D.C. on his retirement on October 31, 
2016, after more than 29 years of dedicated 
service to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

A native Washingtonian, Wesley Jones was 
born in Freedmen’s Hospital, now known as 
Howard University Hospital. His early years 
growing up in the city were spent playing 
sports and having terrific adventures. As a 
youth, playing outside is what led to his now 
infamous nickname ‘‘Cadillac.’’ He actually got 
the name from running into the street between 
two parked cars, not paying attention, when a 
Cadillac came barreling down the street and 
struck him. Gratefully, no major damage was 
done. Of course his father was grateful as 
well. So much so that as soon as he com-
pletely healed, he was placed on probation 
and house arrest for a year. 

Don’s early years were spent doing security 
work, where he learned from his good friend 
while working at the nearby Safeway that he 
could get a job on Capitol Hill. Don’s first job 
on the Hill was working for food services in 
the Ford House Office Building Café. In 1987, 
he took a position working logistics for the 
Clerk of the House and eventually worked for 
the Office of the Chief Administrative Officer 
(CAO). 

During his early years at the CAO, Don 
worked for Cosmo Quattrone and Torn Van 
Dyke in what was then called Property Supply. 
Following a CAO Reorganization, the depart-
ment was renamed Logistics and Support 
(L&S). He worked for several directors and 
chiefs, including Walt Edwards and Jerry Ben-
nett, and is currently working for Dave 
Woodburn, Director of Logistics and Tom 
Coyne, Chief Logistics Officer. 

Some of Don’s most memorable experi-
ences working with the CAO are his memories 
of the older crew, teaching him about life and 
growing up. Some of those same employees 
are still here and others have departed us too 
soon. In retirement, Don intends to relax. He 
plans to watch sports, leisurely read the news-
paper, and basically enjoy the pleasures of 
life. He may even honor us with an occasional 
visit. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
honoring Wesley ‘‘Don’’ Jones for his service 
and dedication to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, and wish him and his family all 
the best in his retirement years. 
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RECOGNIZING OCTOBER AS NA-

TIONAL COMMUNITY PLANNING 
MONTH 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize October as National Com-
munity Planning Month. This year’s theme, 
‘‘Civic Engagement,’’ acknowledges that 
thoughtful local planning cannot happen with-
out meaningful community involvement. Na-
tional Community Planning Month provides an 
opportunity to recognize the essential role that 
planning plays in creating communities of last-
ing value. 

Planning is the formal process of envi-
sioning, mapping, and guiding how a commu-
nity will look, grow, and define itself—its char-
acteristics, attributes, and identity. As our 
communities continue to change and evolve, 
planners work to ensure that new develop-
ments are designed and built in harmony with 
existing surroundings. Planners carefully bal-
ance the needs and desires of residents 
against the challenges presented by physical, 
economic, and social change. 

Planners strive to give citizens choices. 
From the types of homes we live in to how we 
choose to get around, planning helps ensure 
that we address the needs of everyone. A di-
verse and vibrant community is one that offers 
transportation and housing choices that are 
equitable and sustainable. 

In my home state of Oregon, our commit-
ment to planning became an official part of our 
state policy structure in 1973 with the passage 
of Senate Bill 100. We developed a strong 
planning program with nineteen Statewide 
Planning Goals, including promoting citizen in-
volvement, stimulating economic development, 
and preserving ocean resources. Over forty 
years later, the ‘‘Oregon Story’’ of economic 
growth, sustainability, and deliberate develop-
ment is as compelling as ever. I’ve worked 
very closely with the planners that have writ-
ten that story and guided our region’s growth, 
integrating statewide policies with the needs 
and interests of local communities. 

As founder of the Congressional Livable 
Communities Task Force and Co-Chair of the 
Congressional Bike Caucus, I’ve sought to 
bring that understanding to Congress. From 
rebuilding and renewing America’s infrastruc-
ture, protecting natural and urban resources, 
to supporting programs that enhance public 
health, we must find ways to improve the fed-
eral partnership with those who are engaged 
in the day-to-day work of creating livable com-
munities. Planners are the gatekeepers of that 
partnership, and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting National Community Devel-
opment Month. 

f 

HONORING THE CROATIAN SONS 
LODGE NUMBER 170 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate the Croatian Sons 

Lodge Number 170 of the Croatian Fraternal 
Union on the festive occasion of its Golden 
Member banquet, which will take place on 
Sunday, October 16, 2016. 

The Croatian Fraternal Union will hold its 
gala at the Croatian Center in Merrillville, Indi-
ana. Traditionally, the celebration entails a for-
mal recognition of the Union’s Golden Mem-
bers, those who have achieved fifty years of 
membership. This year’s honorees who have 
attained fifty years of membership include the 
following individuals: Lorraine Ackerman, Ste-
phen Boskovich, Maria Cohen, Mildred 
Dobrinich, Pamela Ann Donlon, Carol Ann 
Gainey, Frank Gorski, Susan Grasham, Sally 
A. Kegley, Jo Anne Marzowski, Shirley Mertz, 
Joan Milosevich, Margaret M. Moore, Rudolph 
Dennis Mrak, Jeannine Barbara Pavic, Cheryl 
Kay Povlock, Thomas George Rykovich, Ste-
phen Simatovich Jr., Robert Stipancic, Paul 
Mason Struble, John Anthony Tadey, Linda 
Ann Vukovich, and Louise Alice Wolotka. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending 
Lodge President John Miksich and all mem-
bers of the Croatian Fraternal Union, Lodge 
Number 170, for their loyalty and radiant dis-
play of passion for their ethnicity. The Croatian 
community has played a key role in enriching 
the quality of life and culture of Northwest Indi-
ana. It is my hope that this year will bring re-
newed prosperity for all members of the Cro-
atian community and their families. 

f 

CONGRATULATING UNION ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL, A BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate an outstanding 
school in my district that is being honored as 
a 2016 National Blue Ribbon School. It is a 
pleasure to congratulate Union Elementary 
School in Zionsville, Indiana in celebration of 
this special occasion. 

The National Blue Ribbon designation, given 
by the United States Department of Education, 
is awarded to both public and private schools 
across our great nation. Started by President 
Reagan and given annually since 1982, the 
award celebrates great American schools that 
achieve very high learning standards or are 
making significant improvements in the aca-
demic achievements of their students. In my 
district and across the country, the award rec-
ognizes the great educators, students, and 
parents who have worked so hard to ensure 
Indiana’s children reach their full potential and 
achieve academic success. 

For all of these reasons and many more, I 
am so proud that Union Elementary School is 
receiving this prestigious designation. It is a 
wonderful acknowledgement of the school’s 
commitment to providing young Hoosiers an 
exceptional education. While hundreds of 
schools nationwide were nominated, only 329 
schools were designated as 2016 National 
Blue Ribbon Schools, making this recognition 
all the more impressive. 

Union Elementary School provides students 
with a caring environment where both teach-

ers and parents collaborate with students to 
meet their full potential. Through a rigorous 
curriculum, including early literacy intervention 
and the integration of technology, students 
achieve academic excellence. Additionally, 
students have the opportunity outside of the 
classroom to participate in extracurricular ac-
tivities to enhance their knowledge and inter-
est in foreign languages, STEM fields, the 
arts, and many more disciplines. 

As an advocate for education and youth, I 
also want to acknowledge how important it is 
to our nation’s future to encourage and raise 
a new generation of Americans who have the 
skills and knowledge to succeed both in and 
out of the classroom. Students like those at 
Union Elementary School give me hope that 
we will accomplish this vital mission. Their out-
standing work is an inspiration to students, 
educators, and parents across the nation. 
Once again, congratulations to Union Elemen-
tary School. I am very proud of you. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN 
RICKY CRISP 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Captain Ricky Crisp of the 
McDowell County Sheriff’s Department. On 
behalf of the people of Western North Caro-
lina, I would like to thank Captain Crisp for his 
24 years of service in McDowell County. 

Captain Crisp began work with the 
McDowell County Sheriff’s Department in 1992 
and soon became a full-time Deputy. He went 
on to serve as Patrol Deputy, Patrol Sergeant, 
and Detective. He was part of the McDowell 
County Sheriff’s Office Honor Guard, a mem-
ber of the Multi-Jurisdictional Highway Interdic-
tion Team, and has also given his time as the 
Treasurer for Region C Criminal Justice Com-
mittee. By 2007, he had risen to the rank of 
Patrol Lieutenant and subsequently left to 
work as an investigator for the McDowell 
County District Attorney. In 2008, Captain 
Crisp returned to the McDowell County Sher-
iff’s Department and served as Patrol Captain 
until his retirement. 

For his decades of service, Captain Crisp 
was awarded numerous citations of apprecia-
tion and was nominated as the Law Enforce-
ment Executive of the Year. Captain Crisp and 
his wife Tracy have been married for 30 years 
and have one daughter. In retirement, Captain 
Crisp leaves behind a long legacy of dedi-
cated service to his Department and commu-
nity. 

Captain Crisp is highly regarded and appre-
ciated by the citizens of McDowell County, 
and by the broader Western North Carolina 
community. He has truly embodied the Sher-
iff’s Department’s spirit of integrity and service. 
I am honored to express the sincere congratu-
lations and best wishes of the people of North 
Carolina on his retirement. 
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HONORING MR. JOHN HEENAN 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor John Heenan of lvyland, Bucks 
County. Shortly after graduating from high 
school John enlisted in the Marine Corps, 
where he trained as an infantry assault man. 
From 1969 to 1972, John served in Cuba and 
North Carolina. He would later serve in the 
Marine Corps Reserve until 1975. John went 
on to receive a Bachelor of Science in Ac-
counting from Drexel and his Master in Busi-
ness Administration from the Wharton School 
of Business. For over thirty years, John gained 
a wide-range of business experience as he 
managed acquisitions, transitions, and 
divestitures of companies, often for small or 
family owned businesses. 

But John Heenan never forgot the military. 
He serves on the Board of Directors for the 
Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation. Found-
ed in 1962, The Marine Corps Scholarship 
Foundation is the nation’s oldest and largest 
provider of need-based scholarships to military 
children. For 54 years, they’ve been providing 
access to affordable education for the children 
of Marine and Navy Corpsmen attending post- 
high school, under-graduate and career tech-
nical education programs. In that time, they 
have provided more than 37,000 scholarships 
worth nearly $110 million. 

In a world where Marines have sacrificed so 
much, it is my honor to commend John 
Heenan for his efforts in providing children 
with more affordable access to critical edu-
cation. When John is not helping the children 
of his fellow Marines, he can be found at 
Washington Crossing National Cemetery in 
Newtown, where he serves as a rifleman in 
the honor guard. John, thank you for your 
service and your enduring commitment to the 
families of our veterans. 

f 

LAUREN CHAPPELL 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Miss Lauren Chappell of Charles-
ton, Illinois, for winning her third IHSA Class 
IA individual golf title. The three individual ti-
tles is a record for girls’ high school golf, and 
I am very proud of her achievement. Hers was 
a hard-fought match, and what was most im-
pressive was the way she had to battle back 
from some early difficulties to win the day. 
How Lauren responded after encountering 
trouble on the first and fourth hole was the de-
fining moment of the match. Her mental tough-
ness shone through as she weathered that 
storm, and then birdied the ninth hole. She 
then closed the door on her competition with 
a birdie on seventeen, which was sandwiched 
between two pars. 

I know she is pleased with her victory, but 
I also know she is equally pleased that her 
high school team, the Charleston Trojans, won 
the team state golf championship as well. 

Lauren leaves behind a legacy of excellence 
and good sportsmanship. I would like to ex-

tend my best wishes to her, both in the class-
room and on the links, as next year she be-
gins her studies at Southern Methodist Univer-
sity. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JIM 
KOLBE FOR HIS SERVICE AND 
INDUCTION INTO THE ARIZONA 
VETERANS HALL OF FAME 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate the contributions 
of a great Arizonan and a former member of 
this House: Congressman Jim Kolbe. 

On October 28th, 2016, Congressman 
Kolbe will be inducted into the Arizona Vet-
erans Hall of Fame. This is a well-deserved 
and appropriate honor for a man who has 
done so much for our state and country. 

Jim Kolbe joined the United States Navy in 
1967 and was awarded the Navy Commenda-
tion Medal for his service in Vietnam. He re-
tired from service in 1977 as a Lieutenant 
Commander in the Naval Reserves. 

For 22 years, Jim Kolbe served the 8th dis-
trict of Arizona in the House of Representa-
tives. First elected to Congress in 1985, he 
consistently put the needs of his constituents 
first, ahead of party or partisanship. 

During his time in Congress, Congressman 
Kolbe worked on the federal budget and was 
responsible for deciding the budget that funds 
most U.S. foreign aid programs and counter-
terrorism activities. Members of Congress 
have long admired Congressman Kolbe’s de-
termination to work across the aisle to create 
solutions and promote Arizona issues. 

I am thankful that Jim has been a friend to 
me during my time in public service. I appre-
ciate his determination and his willingness to 
work with me and many others to make Ari-
zona a place of opportunity for all its citizens. 

Please join me in recognizing the years of 
exemplary service of Congressman Jim Kolbe. 

f 

RECOGNIZING POLA BERLIN 
DICKSTEIN, DORA BERLIN 
PODZIBA, AND LUBA BERLIN 
MARCUS 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Pola Berlin Dickstein, Dora Berlin 
Podziba, and Luba Berlin Marcus, three sis-
ters who are celebrating their 85th birthdays 
on October 8th. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to extend to them an extraordinary 
happy birthday and congratulations on this 
very special milestone. 

Born in Cuba to a Jewish Soviet refugee 
mother, their family was forced to leave as 
anti-Jewish sentiment spread. They arrived at 
Ellis Island on September 21, 1940 and set-
tled in New York City. All three sisters eventu-
ally married veterans, and Pola settled in Boca 
Raton, where they are celebrating this special 
occasion. 

With their unique background and heritage, 
these sisters have never forgotten their roots. 
I wish all three of them a joyous and healthy 
year ahead surrounded by their loved ones. 
On behalf of my entire district and the United 
States Congress, mazel tov and happy birth-
day. 

f 

HONORING MAUDE FORD LEE ON 
HER 80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Maude Ford Lee on her 80th birthday. 
After a grassroots groundswell of support for 
her fearless leadership at the helm of Palm 
Beach County’s Community Action Agency, 
Maude Ford Lee answered the call and made 
history in 1990 as the first African American 
elected to the Palm Beach County Board of 
County Commissioners. However, that is not 
the only reason why she is a trailblazer. 

During her time on the Commission, from 
1990 to 2000, she demanded to review every-
thing within the County’s jurisdiction, its pro-
grams and services, hiring and contracting, 
and all matters pertaining to the health, safety, 
and welfare of the people. Commissioner 
Lee’s undaunted advocacy for inclusionary 
policies and programs often drew criticism, as 
it was disruptive to the systems put in place 
over the previous 80 years. However, her per-
sistence yielded tremendous results and 
achievement against the odds. 

As Commissioner, she organized a coalition 
of local and national black business advocacy 
organizations, even walking out of a log 
jammed Commission meeting until securing 
the adoption of the Minority and Women’s 
Business Enterprise Ordinance, which estab-
lished policy and best practices of goals and 
timetables to ensure racial equity and diversity 
in procurement. She also created the County’s 
Economic Development Office, providing pro-
grams and funding to create jobs for people 
who live in lagging regions. Her work provided 
access to capital and disbursement of millions 
in funding for loans and grants for small busi-
ness and community development projects, 
particularly African American, Latino, and 
women-owned enterprises not served by tradi-
tional banks. 

She successfully implemented the equitable 
allocation of funding to build recreational and 
park facilities such as pools and community 
centers in overlooked urban areas, including 
West Palm Beach, Riviera Beach, Boynton 
Beach, Delray Beach and Lake Worth. 
Through her housing initiatives, hundreds of 
families, most notably working poor families, 
became homeowners and thousands of chil-
dren and families in need were connected with 
community-based organizations providing val-
uable services through her fiscal sponsorship. 

After retiring, Commissioner Lee continued 
serving the community as President of the 
West Palm Beach Branch of the NAACP from 
2002–2008. She is an active and devoted 
member of Trinity United Methodist Church, 
Florida A&M Alumni Association, Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority, and a Life Member of NAACP. 
Maude Ford Lee is a trailblazer and living leg-
end for her daughters Debra and Vanessa, 
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her grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and all 
of Palm Beach County because she stepped 
up to history and honored it with an unyielding 
commitment to service with strong and posi-
tive results. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pride to 
honor Maude Ford Lee on her 80th birthday. 
She is not only an outstanding role model for 
our community and this nation, but somebody 
that I am extremely proud to call a good 
friend. I wish her many more years of success 
and happiness. 

f 

STRONG OPPOSITION TO WALBERG 
BILL 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
opposition to the Walberg bill. We must allow 
the Department of Labor to implement and en-
force the Overtime Rule, giving employees a 
fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work. 

The American people have waited long 
enough. In 1975, approximately 62 percent of 
salaried workers were covered by overtime 
protections—but according to the White 
House, that is just 7 percent today. 

This bill would deny the 4.2 million Amer-
ican workers affected by this rule $600 million 
dollars. For working families making under the 
overtime rule’s threshold, six months of lost 
overtime pay means less food on the table, 
less gas in the car, less money in the college 
fund. 

We cannot play politics with the incomes of 
hardworking Americans. The biggest issue 
facing our country today is that families are 
not making enough to live on. 

The overtime rule is a step to lessen the 
burden on hardworking but struggling fami-
lies—it is commonsense and overdue. 

According to the Economic Policy Institute, 
workers who will benefit the most from the 
new rule include women, African Americans, 
Latinos, and workers under 35. 

The Department of Labor spent more than a 
year meeting with 200 stakeholders to collect 
input for the new rule—and collected more 
than 270,000 public comments, which they 
took seriously to make significant changes to 
the rule, making it work for businesses and 
working families. 

I would also add that in 2004, the last time 
we raised the overtime rule threshold, the 
Bush Administration used a 120-day imple-
mentation period. We are providing even more 
time, for a rule that is much less complex. 

This delay is unnecessary and harmful—and 
we cannot let it pass. This proposal throws up 
another unnecessary and shameful hurdle in 
the way of the overtime rule. We have an obli-
gation to do right by our working families. 

IN HONOR OF THOMAS P. 
TRAYLOR’S THIRTY-EIGHT 
YEARS WITH BOSTON MEDICAL 
CENTER AND HIS COMMITMENT 
TO PROVIDING QUALITY 
HEALTHCARE TO RESIDENTS OF 
BOSTON AND MASSACHUSETTS 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Thomas P. Traylor, in recognition of 
his outstanding contributions to the healthcare 
community in the City of Boston and across 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and to 
commend him for thirty-eight years of service 
to Boston Medical Center. 

Throughout Tom Traylor’s career, in his 
roles as Vice President at Boston Medical 
Center, Vice President of Boston Medical Cen-
ter’s HealthNet Plan, Commissioner of Bos-
ton’s Department of Health and Hospitals, and 
Chief Financial Officer of Boston’s Department 
of Health and Hospitals, he was the ever- 
present, creative force driving health coverage 
and access for the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, dedicating 38 years of service to this 
mission. 

During that time, Tom inspired Massachu-
setts to participate in its critical first Medicaid 
1115 Waiver to expand health coverage to the 
neediest populations in the Commonwealth. 
He was engaged in the design of each of the 
six succeeding waivers, directly impacting 
Massachusetts Medicaid for over twenty 
years. Tom was instrumental in creating fund-
ing models and mechanisms to support cov-
erage expansion and the ability of Boston 
Medical Center and other safety net hospitals 
to continue to provide quality care to low in-
come populations. And Tom’s deep commit-
ment to provide healthcare and coverage to 
our most vulnerable residents inspired him to 
create the BMC HealthNet plan, now one of 
the highest rated Medicaid plans in the coun-
try serving people in Massachusetts and in 
New Hampshire. 

Tom’s successful collaboration with the mul-
tiple state administrations, Massachusetts leg-
islature, Center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS), and the Congressional dele-
gation helped bring billions of dollars in fund-
ing to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
for access and coverage for low income popu-
lations. For all of his efforts, Tom was recog-
nized nationally as a leader in his field and 
served as Chair of the National Association of 
Public Hospitals, and its successor organiza-
tion America’s Essential Hospitals. 

Tom’s deep understanding of the potential 
of the Medicaid Waiver, as well as the politics 
and policy surrounding it, were the keys to 
success that enabled Boston Medical Center, 
and other safety net hospitals in Massachu-
setts, to grow and expand, leveraging federal 
support for access and coverage for residents 
of Boston and around the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to take the floor 
of the House today to thank Tom Traylor for 
his remarkable commitment to Boston Medical 
Center and the people of Boston and Massa-
chusetts. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Thomas P. Traylor’s efforts and 
dedicated service to others. 

CONGRATULATING GEIST ELEMEN-
TARY, A BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate an outstanding 
school in my district that is being honored as 
a 2016 National Blue Ribbon School. It is a 
pleasure to congratulate Geist Elementary in 
Fishers, Indiana in celebration of this special 
occasion. 

The National Blue Ribbon designation, given 
by the United States Department of Education, 
is awarded to both public and private schools 
across our great nation. Started by President 
Reagan and given annually since 1982, the 
award celebrates great American schools that 
achieve very high learning standards or are 
making significant improvements in the aca-
demic achievements of their students. In my 
district and across the country, the award rec-
ognizes the great educators, students, and 
parents who have worked so hard to ensure 
Indiana’s children reach their full potential and 
achieve academic success. 

For all of these reasons and many more, I 
am so proud that Geist Elementary is receiv-
ing this prestigious designation. It is a wonder-
ful acknowledgement of the school’s commit-
ment to providing young Hoosiers an excep-
tional education. While hundreds of schools 
nationwide were nominated, only 329 schools 
were designated as 2016 National Blue Rib-
bon Schools, making this recognition all the 
more impressive. 

To be chosen for the Blue Ribbon designa-
tion, schools must rank in the top 15 percent 
of all schools on ISTEP assessments in both 
reading and mathematics. Teachers work to 
meet kids at their needs and find what stu-
dents need to be successful. Geist Elementary 
provides students with a nurturing learning en-
vironment that allows them to build meaningful 
relationships and academic self-confidence 
that they can carry on throughout the rest of 
their lives. Students are encouraged to en-
gage with their school and the real world, 
through the support of teachers and staff for 
many student generated projects. Through the 
dedicated efforts of teachers and hard work of 
their students, Geist Elementary has truly 
earned this recognition. Geist Elementary 
equips students with valuable relationships, 
support, and never-ending opportunities to 
learn. 

As an advocate for education and youth, I 
also want to acknowledge how important it is 
to our nation’s future to encourage and raise 
a new generation of Americans who have the 
skills and knowledge to succeed both in and 
out of the classroom. Students like those at 
Geist Elementary give me hope that we will 
accomplish this vital mission. Their out-
standing work is an inspiration to students, 
educators, and parents across the nation. 
Once again, congratulations to Geist Elemen-
tary. I am very proud of you. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF WESLEY UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH IN TOLEDO, OHIO 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a milestone in the life of Wesley 
United Methodist Church in Toledo, Ohio. I 
was privileged to participate in the congrega-
tion’s celebration this weekend. 

In 1891, the Reverend Homer Hood found a 
church building on the corner of Spring Street 
in Toledo. He established a Sunday school 
class there, and the church community grew. 
A decade later, women of the WTCU began 
selling ten cent doughnuts to raise funds to 
build a church of their own. 

In 1924, the cornerstone of Wesley United 
Methodist Church was laid at 2934 Stickney 
Avenue in the heart of Toledo’s North End, the 
oldest part of the city. The church was raised 
and Wesley United Methodist Church has 
been firmly planted at this location ever since. 
Even in the dark days of America’s Great De-
pression, the congregation grew. Notably, 
John G. Kingsley made the mortgage pay-
ments, at the cost of his own business. Fortu-
nately, he was able to restart his business 
later. Throughout the 1940s the church contin-
ued to grow. As World War II carried on in 
that decade, many members were part of the 
war effort, with some giving the ultimate sac-
rifice in battle. The 1950s and 1960s saw con-
tinuing growth, mission work, choirs and a jun-
ior church with two active youth groups. 

The 1970s and 1980s brought change, but 
the church remained an anchor in the neigh-
borhood and provided outreach. The church 
welcomed its first female minister to the pulpit, 
with Dr. Margaret Mallory’s installation in her 
first congregation. The 1990s brought further 
change and a partnership with Broadway 
United Methodist Church that lasted briefly. 
The congregation also celebrated a glorious 
100th anniversary in 1991. 

The dawn of the congregation’s life in a 
third century brought Pastor Waverly Earley, 
whose service continues to this day. The con-
gregation is committed to being ‘‘the hands 
and feet of Jesus’’ in our community. Parish-
ioners describe themselves as a ‘‘caring fam-
ily, closely knitted together and striving to 
serve God in all ways that are possible.’’ Liv-
ing Jesus Christ’s message described in Mat-
thew 25:40 that ‘‘Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me,’’ the church is 
committed to active ministry and is involved in 
the North Toledo Citizens Circle for ex-offend-
ers, host of Camp Toledo, and Toledo Area 
Ministries’ Feed Your Neighbor’s largest site. 
The church’s Mary/Martha Circle continues its 
behind-the-scenes mission efforts to help sup-
port the congregation. The church offers a 
participatory youth group and youth choir and 
recently added a Men’s Group and a men’s 
chorus. Family is the focus with family movie 
nights, ice cream socials, harvest dinners, out-
door services, Vacation Bible School and mile-
stone celebrations of faith. 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
congregants declare that they are ‘‘serving 
God and mankind with our SWEAT.’’ That is, 
‘‘Service, Worship, Evangelism, Alliances, and 

Teachings.’’ For more than a century, its 
members have brought that zeal to its neigh-
borhood in North Toledo, serving as a beacon 
of hope and light. As the congregation cele-
brated 125 years of rich history, it looks for-
ward with faith continuing its journey with 
Jesus. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SAC-
RAMENTO’S HONORABLE VET-
ERANS 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize some of the many veterans who 
risked their lives serving Sacramento and the 
United States. Each of the below veterans 
were nominated by their organization and Post 
leaders in recognition of their outstanding 
dedication to their country. Mr. Speaker, as 
these veterans and their families gather to cel-
ebrate their invaluable contributions to our 
community, I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the following veterans for their 
commitment and the sacrifices they have 
made for their fellow veterans and our region. 

Tino Adame, Theodore E. Adams, Michael 
G. Andrade, James M. Armstrong, Renee 
Bickerstaff, Melvin M. Bisgay, Phillip Blan-
co, Nigel ‘‘Tony’’ Boucher, James A. 
Brashear, Garren W. Bratcher, Carol L. 
Brush, John A. Buck, Melvin R. Buzzard, 
Jenny ‘‘Leilani’’ Callison, Chuck G. Carter, 
Selso A. Cavazos, Christine Chalmers, Sherry 
Lou Chavez, Naraya Comeault, Jon Cornett. 

JoAnn C. Coughlin, Raymond J. Coughlin, 
Anthony R. Creel, Hugh E. Crooks, Jr., Lewis 
Derfuss, Erma ‘‘Tootsie’’ Dougherty, Dale E. 
Esperante, Sister Libby Fernandez, RSM, 
Edward L. Ford, Fred Gagliardini, Esq., Vic-
tor Michael Garcia, Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Gard-
ner, Steven Goch, Frank Goehringer, Patrick 
A. Graham, Joseph Handy, Bobby Hanks, 
Don Harper, Jason Henry. 

Elva O. Herrera, Tobrin S. Hewitt, Nellie 
Hill, Phelps Hobart, Wendy Van Houten, Mi-
chael R. Hughes, Vito Imbasciani, M.D., 
David L. Jackson, Deborah K. Johnson, FL 
Johnson, Robyn A. King, Renee M. Kuznik, 
Ben Lapolla, Elwood ‘‘Bud’’ Lee, James J. 
Lim, Shing Long, Kenneth Lusk, Buford Lee 
Maples, Brian J. McGuinness, Dennis A. 
McKey. 

Michael Allen Mellow, Toney Meredith, 
Diana Russell-Milton, James Milton, Larry 
Steven Minasian, Silvia Moseley, George 
Moses, Peter Muse, Dana Nichol, John Otero, 
Rebecca S. Overby, Garry L. Overby, Col. 
Steven R. Painter (Ret.), Bobbi J. Park, 
Charles W. Peterson, Jerome ‘‘Jerry’’ Quint, 
Dr. Mariana M. Raba, Greg Raffa, John H. 
Reece. 

Mark E. Reichert, Sanford Earl Ross, 
James ‘‘Jim’’ Rounsavell, Terry Sandhoff, 
Patricia ‘‘Patty’’ H. Schumacher, Gene Ag 
Shropshire, Cheryl R. Shropshire, Dale E. 
Smith, Randy B. Smith, Mark ‘‘Coach’’ Soto, 
Paul Sullivan, Rick J. Sutter, Anna M. Sut-
ton, Ray Tarango, Wallace Allen Taylor, 
Roger G. Van Tassel, Justin P. Turner, Joe 
Velasquez, Suzanne ‘‘Suzi’’ Vinci, Melissa A. 
Washington. 

Rhett W. White, Howard R. Williams, Bald-
win Y. Wong, Michael S. Wong, Juanzelyn 
Charice Wright, Wayne A. Wright, Wayne W. 
Wright, Eduardo Yanez. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Mary Bisgay, Dimples McCray, Willie 

McCray, Jr., Ruben C. Ramos, Gary E. Ross, 

Malenda E. Smith, Valentino L. Soto, Ewing 
Bruce Townely, Robert Wayne Turner, Rob-
ert V. Welch. 

f 

HONORING PROFESSOR LYLE 
ROSENBERGER OF BUCKS COUN-
TY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Professor Lyle Rosenberger of 
Bucks County Community College. Professor 
Rosenberger is the 2016 recipient of The Na-
tional Society of the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution Historic Preservation Medal. 
The Washington Crossing Chapter is pleased 
to present this award in recognition of Pro-
fessor Rosenberger’s accomplishments in the 
area of historic preservation. 

In 1991 Professor Rosenberger established 
and directed the Historic Preservation Pro-
gram at Bucks County Community College. 
This was an innovative achievement for a 
community college in the United States. He 
went on to lead this effort across the country. 

Professor Rosenberger founded the ETA 
chapter of Sigma Pi Kappa, a national honor 
society for historic preservation students as 
well as the National Institute for Staff and Or-
ganizational Development (NISOD) celebrating 
teaching the subject. 

Many organizations have recognized Pro-
fessor Rosenberger’s achievements including 
Bucks County’s Heritage Conservancy. And 
today, Mr. Speaker, I recognize Professor 
Rosenberger’s achievements. 

f 

HONORING THE MARTINEZ 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Martinez Historical 
Society, which is celebrating the 40th anniver-
sary and the reopening of the Martinez Mu-
seum. 

The Martinez Historical Society was estab-
lished in 1973 with the ambitious goal of pre-
serving a historical cottage dating to the 
1890’s so that future generations could appre-
ciate our community’s heritage. That cottage 
became the Martinez Museum in 1976, and it 
now serves as a cornerstone for community 
history and engagement. The museum has ex-
hibits that encourage visitors to learn about 
the rich history of Martinez and offers tours to 
students and groups to encourage their curi-
osity and desire to learn about our diverse and 
cultured community. 

In addition to operating the Martinez Mu-
seum, the Martinez Historical Society provides 
services to our community such as maintain-
ing the Local History Library and the Archive 
of Martinez. These services are made even 
more notable when considering the organiza-
tion operates with an all-volunteer staff. Fur-
thermore, the Historical Society serves as a 
champion for education by offering school 
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tours to engage young learners, providing cur-
riculum materials to various Martinez schools, 
and sponsoring state-wide conferences and 
workshops related to history. With 200 volun-
teers and an additional 300 members, it is no 
surprise that the Martinez Historical Society is 
a cornerstone in our community. 

Mr. Speaker, the Martinez Historical Society 
is of tremendous value to our community, and 
its success has brought awareness to our 
community’s vibrant history through the work 
of the Martinez Museum and its dedication to 
education. Therefore, it is fitting and proper 
that we honor the Martinez Historical Society 
here today. 

f 

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT 
AARON M. TOBLER 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Staff Sergeant Aaron M. Tobler 
of the United States Air Force who has been 
named one of the twelve Outstanding Airmen 
of the Year for 2016. 

Aaron enlisted in the Air Force Reserve in 
2011 and received honors at both basic train-
ing and technical school. He is currently a 
Geospatial Intelligence Analyst assigned to the 
50th Intelligence Squadron at Distributed 
Ground Station-Two at Beale Air Force Base, 
California where his job is to exploit high-value 
targets and satisfy intelligence requirements in 
support of Combatant Commanders around 
the World. As a direct result of Staff Sergeant 
Tobler’s work, weapon manufacturing com-
pounds were identified and destroyed, crip-
pling an entire terrorist network. He also facili-
tated successful over watch of Joint Task 
Force troop convoys, ensuring over two thou-
sand miles of roads were clear of threats. 

When he’s not working for the Air Force, 
Aaron is an active member in his community. 
He is a manager with the California Depart-
ment of Social Services in Sacramento, and 
serves on the Board of Directors for Rocklin 
Residents Unite for Fido community group, an 
organization that offers scholarships to wound-
ed veterans to receive training for their service 
dogs. He is involved in several community 
fundraising events, offering strategic support 
and is a regular blood donor. 

Staff Sergeant Aaron Tobler exemplifies 
what it means to be an Outstanding Airman. 
His has accumulated many accolades and 
medals in his Air Force career, and now he 
can add being the first Reservist in the Intel-
ligence Career Field to ever be selected as an 
Outstanding Airman of the Year as one of his 
many accomplishments. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored that Sergeant 
Tobler and his family are assigned to Beale 
Air Force Base in my district. And it is my 
privilege to recognize him here for his out-
standing contributions to California and to the 
United States. 

RECOGNIZING SUE WATSON 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Sue Watson, who celebrated her 
80th birthday on October 8th. I would like to 
take this opportunity to extend to her my wish-
es for an extraordinary, happy birthday and 
congratulations on this very special milestone. 

Sue Watson was born on October 8, 1936 
in South Bend, IN. She and her family moved 
to Palm Beach in 1976. In 1981, Sue was one 
of the founding members of Temple Judea 
and in 1982 was among the representative 
members of Palm Beach County at the first 
United Jewish Appeal Campaign Leadership 
Gathering in Israel. An avid dancer, Sue has 
won numerous ballroom dance competitions 
and awards—as well as the envy of her peers. 
She has dedicated her life to caring for others, 
from volunteering to care for infants born with 
HIV to her work helping patients at Hospice of 
Palm Beach County. Sue would say her most 
important work, however, is being the mother 
of Jodi and Brad Ochstein and the grand-
mother of Chris and Jake Ochstein, all of 
whom love her and were thrilled to be with her 
to celebrate her 80th birthday. 

I am honored to recognize Sue Watson in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, and I wish her a 
joyous and enriching year ahead. Happy birth-
day. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF TOM 
HAYDEN 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the life of Thomas 
Emmet Hayden—husband, father, and public 
servant—who passed away on Sunday, Octo-
ber 23, 2016. 

Born in Royal Oak, Michigan, Tom attended 
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. He 
served as the editor in chief of the campus 
newspaper and found a true passion for the 
Civil Rights Movement. From this critical junc-
ture, Tom began his journey of public service 
and ensured he would be a voice to the voice-
less. 

Through these early formative years, Tom 
became an inspirational and resolute leader, 
critic, and organizer whose legacy was borne 
during a time of political and social upheaval. 
He was politically active during the Vietnam 
War and the Civil Rights Movement, giving 
voice to a generation that yearned for peace 
and racial justice. 

Tom’s dedication to public service continued 
in the California State Assembly from 1982– 
1992 and State Senate from 1992–2000. 
Whether it was divestment from apartheid 
South Africa or support for solar power, Tom 
proved to be an amazing political force and 
spoke truth to power. 

Tom is survived by his wife, Barbara Wil-
liams, sister, three children, and two grand-

children. His family has much to be proud of 
given his critical legacy, and he will surely be 
missed. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
recognizing Tom Hayden’s exceptional life. 

f 

HONORING DEBORAH SLIZ ON HER 
DISTINGUISHED CAREER 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge Ms. Deborah Rochelle Sliz, who 
for more than thirty-five years has served with 
distinction as a trusted advocate for the com-
munity-owned utilities that serve consumers in 
small and large communities alike. 

I first met Deborah through her work as the 
Washington representative of the Sacramento 
Municipal Utility District, fondly known as 
SMUD. SMUD serves the City of Sacramento 
with affordable electricity on a not-for-profit 
basis. And in the same way SMUD has fo-
cused on providing reliable, forward-thinking 
customer service, Deborah has provided her 
clients with sound advice and valuable insights 
into energy policy. 

Deborah began her career here on Capitol 
Hill, as Counsel for Chairman Morris K. Udall 
of the House Interior and Insular Affairs Com-
mittee—now known as the House Resources 
Committee. There she handled water and 
power issues, which became her life’s work. 
She went on to advocate for not-for-profit 
power systems at the American Public Power 
Association, then at APCO Worldwide. In 
2006, she became the President and CEO of 
Morgan Meguire, LLC and has built a highly 
regarded government relations firm during a 
transformative time in the energy industry. Her 
commitment to community-owned electric utili-
ties, coupled with her business sense, people 
skills, and personal integrity, have made Mor-
gan Meguire—under her leadership—second 
to none when it comes to energy policy advo-
cacy. 

Deborah has worked with Members of Con-
gress throughout the country, from both sides 
of the aisle, to advance her clients’ interests. 
Deborah has played a pivotal role in the de-
velopment of landmark legislation including the 
Clean Air Act of 1990, the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005, and the Hoover Power Reallocation 
Act of 2011, to name just a few. 

Utility managers and their elected board 
members consider her a trusted advisor and 
say that they have greatly benefited from her 
leadership and vision, while her colleagues 
and her staff say she is known for her ability 
to bring stakeholders together, her integrity, 
and forthrightness. 

With accolades like these, it is not surprising 
that my personal and professional respect and 
admiration for Deborah runs deep, and I wish 
her happiness and good health in her retire-
ment. The wise counsel, determination, and 
good sense of humor with which she has 
served on behalf of public power will be fondly 
remembered. 

Thank you for your service, Deborah. 
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CONGRATULATING WEST CLAY EL-

EMENTARY, A BLUE RIBBON 
SCHOOL 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate an outstanding 
school in my district that is being honored as 
a 2016 National Blue Ribbon School. It is a 
pleasure to congratulate West Clay Elemen-
tary in Carmel, Indiana in celebration of this 
special occasion. 

The National Blue Ribbon designation, given 
by the United States Department of Education, 
is awarded to both public and private schools 
across our great nation. Started by President 
Reagan and given annually since 1982, the 
award celebrates great American schools that 
achieve very high learning standards or are 
making significant improvements in the aca-
demic achievements of their students. In my 
district and across the country, the award rec-
ognizes the great educators, students, and 
parents who have worked so hard to ensure 
Indiana’s children reach their full potential and 
achieve academic success. 

For all of these reasons and many more, I 
am so proud that West Clay Elementary is re-
ceiving this prestigious designation. It is a 
wonderful acknowledgement of the school’s 
commitment to providing young Hoosiers an 
exceptional education. While hundreds of 
schools nationwide were nominated, only 329 
schools were designated as 2016 National 
Blue Ribbon Schools, making this recognition 
all the more impressive. 

West Clay Elementary’s dedication to em-
power students to become active, independent 
learners and educational risk takers helps stu-
dents to achieve their goals and grow aca-
demically. This growth mindset allows stu-
dents to explore opportunities in order to real-
ize their full potential as learners. West Clay 
creates a positive environment for its students 
through the school community’s commitment 
to diversity and creating a respectful environ-
ment where all students are celebrated for 
what makes them unique. Their commitment 
to diversity and excellence has made it a thriv-
ing community which fosters respect and 
builds on a foundation of open ongoing com-
munication between students, teachers, and 
parents. 

As an advocate for education and youth, I 
also want to acknowledge how important it is 
to our nation’s future to encourage and raise 
a new generation of Americans who have the 
skills and knowledge to succeed both in and 
out of the classroom. Students like those at 
West Clay Elementary give me hope that we 
will accomplish this vital mission. Their out-
standing work is an inspiration to students, 
educators, and parents across the nation. 
Once again, congratulations to West Clay Ele-
mentary. I am very proud of you. 

f 

DORETHA EDGECOMB 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the lifetime accomplishments of 

my friend and the trailblazing Floridian, Mrs. 
Doretha Edgecomb. Her invaluable contribu-
tion to the Tampa Bay community is an inspi-
ration to us all. Today, I am grateful to recog-
nize her selfless dedication and honorable 
service to our community. 

Mrs. Edgecomb is a proud graduate of Mid-
dleton High School in Tampa, Florida and later 
Talladega College in Talladega, Alabama. She 
began her esteemed career as a junior high 
school English teacher with Hillsborough 
County Public Schools. She later earned a 
Masters of Arts degree in Reading Education 
and received certification in Educational Lead-
ership from the University of South Florida. 
Her 52 year career as an educator encom-
passes numerous positions throughout the 
field of education, to include Reading Teacher, 
Learning Specialist, Title I Parent Involvement 
Coordinator, and Elementary Principal. 

In 1996, after retiring from the Hillsborough 
County School District, Mrs. Edgecomb joined 
Educational Testing Service, serving as a 
trainer, program developer, and technical as-
sistance advisor for schools in the state de-
partments of Florida, Puerto Rico, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. Additionally, she has 
taught in the College of Education at the Uni-
versity of South Florida. 

Mrs. Edgecomb was elected to the 
Hillsborough County School Board in 2004 
and re-elected in 2008, where she served as 
Vice Chair in 2010 and Chair in 2011. She is 
actively involved in several professional, civil, 
and social, and community organizations. She 
represents the School Board on the 
Hillsborough County Children’s Board, serving 
her second term as Chair. She serves as a 
member of the Florida School Boards Associa-
tion Board of Directors as a legislative liaison, 
board of directors for the Regional Educational 
Lab-Southeast, Florida State University, advi-
sory committee of Gulf Coast Jewish Family 
and Community Services, and the executive 
board of the Council of Great City Schools. 

Mrs. Edgecomb is a 55-year member of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated, 
Athena Society, Inc., where she is the Presi-
dent-Elect of the Robert Saunders Friends of 
the Library, and a faithful member of Hyde 
Park United Methodist Church. 

Mrs. Edgecomb shared a strong partnership 
with her distinguished late husband the Honor-
able Judge George E. Edgecomb. Judge 
Edgecomb an activist in his own right, blazed 
the trail for African-Americans in the Tampa 
Bay. He was the first African-American to 
serve as Assistant County Solicitor, Assistant 
State Attorney, and to be appointed as County 
Judge for Hillsborough County. They share 
one daughter, Allison who is an Administrator 
in Hillsborough County Public Schools. 

Mrs. Edgecomb has selflessly dedicated her 
life to our community and the children of the 
Tampa Bay. Countless students and young 
professionals have benefited from her im-
measurable efforts and unabashed enthu-
siasm. Her commitment will always be remem-
bered and appreciated. Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of a grateful Tampa Bay community, I am 
proud to recognize Doretha W. Edgecomb for 
her lifelong exemplary service to the State of 
Florida. 

CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF GRACE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I have the privilege 
of bringing to the attention of the House Grace 
Episcopal Church of Allentown, Pennsylvania 
as it celebrates its 150th anniversary this year. 

Since its earliest days, the Lehigh Valley 
has been home to a large population of Ger-
man Americans who established Lutheran and 
Reformed congregations throughout the re-
gion. With the advent of iron-making, however, 
many British workers began migrating to Allen-
town, bringing their Episcopalian roots with 
them. To placate their increasing desire for a 
church, Rev. Azariah Prior was sent to Allen-
town where he led Episcopalian services in 
the Lehigh County Courthouse for three years. 

During that time, the first commercially suc-
cessful anthracite coal-powered iron furnace 
was created in the community now known as 
Catasauqua in 1840. Additional workers were 
needed, and many from Britain joined their fel-
low countrymen and women in the Lehigh Val-
ley. Further north, in Mauch Chunk, Asa Pack-
er—the renowned railroad tycoon, Congress-
man, and founder of Lehigh University—re-
quested membership to the Presbyterian 
Church, but was purportedly rejected due to 
his unwillingness to sign a temperance pledge. 
The father of Packer’s chief advisor, William 
Sayre, encouraged him to become Episcopa-
lian. Packer agreed, and the operational head-
quarters of his Lehigh Valley Railroad in South 
Bethlehem became a gathering point for other 
Episcopalians. 

Finally, in 1865, the construction of Grace 
Episcopal Church began on a lot at the north-
west corner of Linden and 5th Street. 

Today, the Church serves as a bastion of 
support to the surrounding community through 
its ministry and its pre-school through elemen-
tary, as well as GED, educational programs. It 
continues to provide a spiritual and physical 
comfort to the surrounding areas in the Lehigh 
Valley. 

I ask the House to join me in offering con-
gratulations to Grace Episcopal’s congrega-
tion, and I wish them another 150 years of 
continued community outreach and spiritual 
edification. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SHERIFF DAVID 
BYRNES 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize Sheriff David Byrnes for serving 16 
years as Kaufman County Sheriff and for serv-
ing a total of 47 years in law enforcement pro-
tecting the citizens of Texas. 

On November 5, 2017 David Byrnes will re-
tire from a lifetime of serving the United States 
and Texas. Sheriff Byrnes began his career in 
the Navy before pursuing a career in law en-
forcement. He began his law enforcement ca-
reer as a Deputy Sheriff in Tarrant County. 
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Afterwards he joined the Department of Public 
Safety where he served as a Highway Patrol-
man in Pecos, Denton, and Fort Davis. He 
was later promoted to the Texas Rangers and 
served in Midland, Snyder, and Garland. He 
retired from the Rangers as the Captain of 
Company B in 1996. David has now spent the 
last 16 years as the Kaufman County Sheriff. 

On behalf of all the people touched by the 
work of Sheriff Byrnes, I want to thank him for 
all of his work. We have been blessed to have 
you protecting us and I wish you a happy re-
tirement. 

f 

BOOKSHOP SANTA CRUZ 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to mark 
the 50th anniversary of Bookshop Santa Cruz, 
a family-owned, independent bookstore based 
in Santa Cruz, California. Bookshop Santa 
Cruz started in 1966 and quickly became the 
heart of Downtown Santa Cruz, providing the 
community with access to books, magazines, 
newspapers and gifts while also creating a 
community meeting ground for friends and 
visitors alike. Over the last 50 years, 
Bookshop Santa Cruz established itself as a 
nationally-renowned bookstore dedicated to 
the written word, the discussion of ideas and 
the creation of community. 

In 1973, Neal and Candy Coonerty bought 
Bookshop Santa Cruz and raised their two 
children, Ryan and Casey, in the store. To-
gether they helped the store survive many 
challenges including the 1989 Loma Prieta 
earthquake, competition from nearby chain 
bookstores and the rise of the internet retailer. 
Bookshop Santa Cruz held thousands of au-
thor events over the years allowing numerous 
opportunities for authors to engage with their 
fans about their work. The store was instru-
mental in starting the shop local movement in 
Santa Cruz and lead community-wide con-
versations about the role of local business in 
our economy, the value of maintaining vital 
downtown corridors and the importance of 
freedom of speech and reader privacy. 

In 1989, Bookshop Santa Cruz survived the 
terrible Loma Prieta earthquake, which de-
stroyed over 75 percent of Downtown Santa 
Cruz, with the help of their staff and commu-
nity. Hundreds of volunteers signed liability 
waivers to enter the red-tagged Bookshop 
building to rescue all of the books and fixtures, 
thereby allowing Bookshop Santa Cruz to con-
tinue to operate for three years in a large pa-
vilion tent as Downtown Santa Cruz was re-
built. In the meantime, Neal Coonerty suc-
cessfully ran for City Council and became 
Mayor of Santa Cruz to help with the down-
town rebuilding process. 

Ten years ago, Casey Coonerty Protti, took 
over management of the store as a second- 
generation owner. During this time, she suc-
cessfully launched vital children’s programs 
such as Young Writers Contest, Summer 
Reading Program where each year over 600 
kids earn rewards for reading during the sum-
mer months as well as bringing authors into 
local schools. These efforts are central in 
helping create the next generation of readers. 

In addition, the owners of Bookshop con-
tinue to give back to the community that sup-

ported them throughout the years with Neal 
Coonerty and Ryan Coonerty both serving as 
Mayor of Santa Cruz as well as on the Santa 
Cruz County Board of Supervisors and Casey 
Coonerty Protti serving on the Board of the 
Downtown Association, the Santa Cruz Edu-
cation Foundation and an appointee on the 
Santa Cruz Downtown Commission. 

Mr. Speaker, I join the entire House in con-
gratulating Bookshop Santa Cruz on 50 years 
and thanking their owners and bookselling 
staff for all that they contribute to the Santa 
Cruz community. We hope they continue to 
breathe life into the cultural fabric of the Santa 
Cruz community for another 50 years. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PHILLIP 
ROGERS FOR HIS 35 YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Phil Rogers of the Ander-
son Fire Department. For over three decades 
Phil has served the City and residents of An-
derson, Indiana through his work as a para-
medic, firefighter, and two terms as the Ander-
son Fire Department Chief. The people of Indi-
ana’s Fifth Congressional District are forever 
grateful for Phil Rogers’ commitment to mak-
ing the City of Anderson a safer, better place 
to live. 

Phil is a lifelong Hoosier. He was born and 
raised in Anderson and he graduated from 
Madison Heights High School in 1978. After 
high school, Phil attended Indiana State Uni-
versity where he studied industrial engineer-
ing. He decided that industrial engineering 
was not his passion and, fortunately there was 
an opening with the Anderson Fire Depart-
ment which allowed Phil to begin his path to-
ward his true calling as an emergency re-
sponder. He applied to the cadet program 
and, in October 1981, he became a sworn 
firefighter. Through the addition of paramedic 
services to the Anderson Fire Department in 
the late 1980s, Phil found his passion for pa-
tient care through paramedic service. 

Phil is a public safety veteran, his years of 
distinguished service proved invaluable and in 
January 2006 Mayor Kevin Smith appointed 
Phil to be the City of Anderson’s 21st Fire 
Chief. Phil became the first African-American 
to serve as Fire Chief for the City of Anderson 
and Madison County. He is also the first Afri-
can-American paramedic in Madison County 
as well as the first Paramedic to be appointed 
Chief of the Anderson Fire Department. His 
leadership emphasized professionalism and 
increased training. He ensured that all depart-
ment firefighters were certified. Recognizing 
the need for a new training facility, Phil cham-
pioned the development of the regional Fire 
Training Center on Martin Luther King Boule-
vard, which services the 13 surrounding coun-
ties. He worked tirelessly to lower Anderson’s 
fire rating, reducing insurance costs for busi-
nesses. And he was instrumental to the suc-
cessful application for The Department of 
Homeland Security’s Staffing for Adequate 
Fire and Emergency Response program 
(SAFER) which awarded the Anderson Fire 
Department a 1.25 million dollar grant to assist 

with emergency preparation and response ef-
forts. After his time as chief, Phil returned to 
Station 2 and resumed his duties as a para-
medic. 

Phil devoted himself to a life of service to 
his community. Through his dedication to pa-
tient care, to capable local government, and 
above all his Hoosier home, he has made the 
City of Anderson and the wider community of 
Madison County a safer and better place to 
live. On behalf of all Hoosiers, I wish to extend 
a heartfelt thank you to Phil for his 35 years 
of service. I wish the very best to Phil in his 
well-deserved retirement as well as in the next 
exciting chapter of his life. 

f 

HONORING LT COL IRA STEPHEN 
‘‘SHOOTER’’ EADIE 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Lieutenant Colonel Ira Stephen 
‘‘Shooter’’ Eadie, who died on September 20, 
2016 while flying a routine training mission. 

At 9:05am, the TU–25 piloted by Lt Col 
Eadie and his trainee crashed near the Sutter 
Buttes in California. They were assigned to 
the 1st Reconnaissance Squadron at Beale 
Air Force Base. Although both pilots ejected 
from the aircraft, Lt Col Eadie did not survive. 

Lt Col Eadie was a respected pilot who 
began his military career in the Navy, flying P– 
3 patrol aircraft. He eventually joined the Air 
Force and became a U–2 pilot. The U–2 is a 
notoriously difficult aircraft to fly—becoming a 
U–2 pilot means you are among the very best. 
He was part of an elite, tight-knit group of pi-
lots, whose flights more closely mirror those of 
astronauts—the U–2 flies at altitudes over 
70,000 feet, at the very edge of the atmos-
phere, affording the pilot breathtaking views of 
the horizon, watching nighttime creep across 
the Earth. 

Steve was a loving and devoted family man. 
He met his wife Ashley in Lake City, FL, and 
together they raised six children, and recently 
welcomed a granddaughter. 

Mr. Speaker, pilots fondly quote, ‘‘Oh! I 
have slipped the surly bonds of earth, and 
danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings’’. 
Today, it is my heartfelt honor to remember a 
cherished member of the flying community, Lt 
Col ‘‘Shooter’’ Eadie, who has put out his 
hand, and touched the face of God. In the 
days to come, may strength and comfort be 
granted to his family and friends, the 1st Re-
connaissance Squadron and Beale Air Force 
Base, and the entire Dragon Lady community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 15TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF ROBERTS FAM-
ILY DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Roberts Family Develop-
ment Center’s 15th Anniversary. As founders 
Derrell and Tina Roberts, along with the Cen-
ter’s staff, join their friends and supporters to 
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celebrate 15 years of dedicated service to the 
Sacramento community, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in honoring this wonderful organiza-
tion. 

The Roberts Family Development Center 
was founded in 2001 by Derrell and Tina Rob-
erts in memory of their grandparents who 
passed their beliefs in the principles of family 
on to their grandchildren. Today, the Center 
carries on these ideals and values through its 
empowerment of families in the Sacramento 
region. The Robertses believed that in order to 
strengthen a family, the needs of each indi-
vidual must be met. This led them to create 
the Roberts Family Development Center, 
which provides high-risk families with financial 
support, parental education, and access to 
technology. The Center also focuses on sup-
porting children’s educational goals through its 
after-school programs, which provide students 
with a safe learning space where they can 
take part in recreational meetings as well as 
receive tutoring under the guidance of men-
tors. The Center also promotes civic engage-
ment through its organization of volunteers. 

Mr. Speaker, as members of the Roberts 
Family Development Center gather to cele-
brate its 15th anniversary, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring this extraor-
dinary organization for its commitment to the 
families and community of Sacramento. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MICKEY 
MARVIN 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Mickey Marvin of Henderson 
County, North Carolina. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Western North Carolina, I would like to 
thank Mr. Marvin for his continued service to 
the Henderson County community. 

A Henderson County native, Marvin played 
football at West Henderson High School, 
Brevard High School, and the University of 
Tennessee before being drafted to play for the 
Oakland Raiders in 1977. In his 10 years with 
the Raiders, he would go on to play 120 
games and win two Super Bowl Champion-
ships as starting right guard for the team. After 
an outstanding career playing college and pro-
fessional football, he returned home to Hen-
dersonville. While his time playing on the field 
may have ended, Marvin remains engaged in 
his community and with the Raiders as a re-
gional talent scout. He is a frequent speaker 
at local churches and youth conferences, and 
has held Football Camps for youth in Western 
North Carolina. As a faith and community 
leader, Marvin has given Sunday morning 
devotionals on local radio, has been a national 
speaker for the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes, has supported the deputies of the Hen-
derson County Sheriff’s Department, and is an 
active member of the First Nazarene Church 
of Hendersonville. Recently, by creating the 
Mickey Marvin Scholarship Fund, he has en-
sured that his legacy will benefit student ath-
letes across Henderson County for genera-
tions to come. 

Mickey Marvin is held in high esteem by citi-
zens in Henderson County and across West-
ern North Carolina. Even in the midst of his 

struggle with ALS, Marvin continues to be a 
man of exemplary character, faith, and kind-
ness. For his continuing service to his commu-
nity, I am honored to express the sincere 
thanks and best wishes of the people of North 
Carolina. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF REMEM-
BRANCE AGAINST FORCED 
ORGAN HARVESTING 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, October 1 
is designated as an International Day of Re-
membrance Against Forced Organ Harvesting. 
Doctors Against Forced Organ Harvesting or-
ganized the Day of Remembrance and a peti-
tion to be presented to the United Nations call-
ing for an immediate halt to China’s forced 
organ harvesting from detained Falun Gong 
practitioners, other prisoners and prisoners of 
conscience in China. Nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize—2016, Doctors Against Forced 
Organ Harvesting, is seeking an immediate 
end to this practice, as well as objective inves-
tigations leading to the prosecution of the per-
petrators. And urging the Chinese government 
to end the 27-year persecution against Falun 
Gong, believed initiated by former President 
Zemin in 1999 and cited as the cause and 
source of forced organ harvesting from pris-
oners. By ending the genocide of the Falun 
Gong group, other populations in China will be 
safeguarded. This practice is another form of 
evil in our time and the United Nations will be 
further alerted to this crime against humanity, 
as are we. 

f 

CHARLESTON HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
GOLF TEAM 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the outstanding success of the 
Charleston High School girls’ golf team. 

The Charleston Trojans posted a score of 
676, seven strokes better than their nearest 
rival, and gave the school its first ever Class 
1A girls’ golf state title. Leading the way were 
Lauren Chappell, who won an individual title, 
fellow senior golfers Ally O’Dell and Aislinn 
Parish, juniors Haley Walker and Bailey Tay-
lor, and sophomore Paige Chappell. I would 
also like to acknowledge Charleston girls’ golf 
coach Deb Landsaw for her hard work which 
went into this championship, as well as her 
unshakable faith that this team had what it 
takes to win, and the Trojans’ Athletic Director, 
Jim Wood. 

The road to victory was not an easy one for 
Charleston, which saw their 11-stroke lead 
evaporate on the final day of play. But the 
team rallied, summoning the mental toughness 
of a champion, and went on to a win the day 
and the match. 

I am very proud of the Charleston High 
School’s girls’ golf team, and I look forward to 
the continued success of the team, as I ex-

tend my best wishes for another outstanding 
season next year. 

f 

HONORING THE LAKE COUNTY 
WINEGRAPE COMMISSION 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Lake County 
Winegrape Commission as it celebrates 25 
years representing winegrape growers in Lake 
County, California. 

The Lake County Winegrape Commission 
was established in 1991 as a state agency to 
work on behalf of winegrape growers in the 
areas of marketing, research and education. 
The Commission is steadfastly dedicated to 
quality winegrape growing and today rep-
resents approximately 180 winegrape growers. 

Located in Kelseyville, California the Lake 
County Winegrape Commission has been at 
the forefront of environmental sustainability in 
the wine community. The Commission fosters 
sustainable winegrowing practices through its 
many professional development programs. 
The Master Vigneron Academy provides a 
course in winegrowing taught in Spanish, and 
the commission’s Sustainable Winegrowing 
Program certifies vineyard owners who dem-
onstrate adherence to environmentally sound, 
socially equitable and economically viable 
principles. 

In addition to its service to winegrape grow-
ers, the Lake County Winegrape Commission 
is dedicated to serving the wider community 
as well. In the wake of the devastating Valley 
Fire, the Commission collaborated with other 
community partners to establish Lake County 
Rising, which has raised over $1 million to 
support long-term recovery and rebuilding ef-
forts. These funds are being used to meet a 
wide range of community needs, including pro-
viding food, furnishings, supplies, and equip-
ment for those who lost homes in the fire. 

Mr. Speaker, the Lake County Winegrape 
Commission has been instrumental in devel-
oping Lake County’s reputation for producing 
high-quality winegrapes for the past 25 years 
and has been an invaluable community part-
ner in times of need. It is therefore fitting and 
proper that we honor the Lake County 
Winegrape Commission here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. RON 
MARCHETTI AS THE 2016 UNICO 
HAZLETON CHAPTER’S COLUM-
BUS DAY OUTSTANDING 
ITALIAN-AMERICAN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
recognize Mr. Ron Marchetti, who has been 
selected as the 2016 UNICO Hazleton Chap-
ter’s Columbus Day Outstanding Italian-Amer-
ican of the Year. UNICO, which is Italian for 
‘‘one of a kind,’’ perfectly describes all that 
Ron does, and I am grateful for his contribu-
tions to my constituents, my hometown, and 
our community. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:10 Nov 15, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A14NO8.031 E14NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1442 November 14, 2016 
Founded in 1922, UNICO National is the 

largest Italian-American service organization in 
the nation, with the mission of engaging in 
charitable works, supporting higher education, 
and performing patriotic deeds. UNICO Hazle-
ton was formed in 1950 as the first chapter in 
Pennsylvania, and continues to advance the 
principle of service to community, over service 
to oneself. 

Ron graduated from Hazleton High School 
in 1957, and like so many proud Italian-Ameri-
cans, joined the family business as a fourth- 
generation employee. R.L. Marchetti Plumbing 
still operates to this day and is run by his son, 
Randy. In 1961, Ron felt a duty to serve his 
country and enlisted in the U.S. Army at the 
height of the Cold War. After serving for two 
years, he returned to Hazleton to continue on 
in the family business. Ron serves as the 
president of the Hazleton Plumbers Associa-
tion, a position he has held for the past 28 
years, and also sits on the Hazleton Historical 
Society board. 

I’ve known Ron personally for many years 
and I can’t think of anyone that’s had a bigger 
impact on Hazleton sports throughout the 
years. Ron started his sports commentary ca-
reer with two shows on local television, ‘‘Trivia 
Treats’’ and ‘‘Short Shots,’’ and to this day 
fans and former athletes still request copies of 
these segments. He then went on to be a 
sports editor for PANORAMA magazine for 25 
years. Ron is the former president of the Ha-
zleton Quarterbacks Club and has been ac-
tively involved with the Hazleton Area football 
program for over 25 years. Many in the com-
munity still refer to Ron as the heart, soul, and 
voice of sports in the Hazleton area, and his 
induction into the Hazleton Area Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2012 and the Luzerne County Sports 
Hall of Fame in 2015, speak to his distin-
guished contributions. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Mr. 
Ron Marchetti for his exemplary service to the 
Italian-American community and the greater 
Hazleton Area. Ron and his wife, Chris, cele-
brated their 54th Anniversary this past April, 
and his four children, Lisa, Robin, Terri, and 
Randy, and seven grandchildren, can take 
pride in knowing that his contributions to the 
Hazleton Area will have a lasting impact for 
generations to come. I thank Ron for all that 
he has done for our community and wish him 
and his family the best in their future endeav-
ors. 

f 

A NEW EXHIBIT HONORING A 
VIRGINIA HERO 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to congratulate my friend and distin-
guished public servant, former Secretary of 
the Army John O. Marsh, Jr., in the opening 
of a new exhibit in his honor at the National 
Infantry Museum at Fort Benning. As the long-
est serving Secretary of the Army, this is a 
well-deserved recognition of his service and 
contributions to our country and the Common-
wealth of Virginia. 

Secretary Marsh began his public service at 
the age of 18 when he enlisted in the United 
States Army during World War II where he 

served with occupation forces in Germany. 
After the war, Secretary Marsh pursued a ca-
reer in law while continuing to serve in the 
U.S. Army Reserve and the Virginia Army Na-
tional Guard, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel 
in 1976. 

In 1962, he was elected to represent the 
people of Virginia’s Seventh Congressional 
District in the U.S. House of Representatives 
and served honorably for four terms. While 
serving in Congress, Secretary Marsh grad-
uated from the Army’s Airborne Infantry 
School, earning his Senior Parachutist Badge. 
In fact, he served during the Vietnam War 
without mentioning to his fellow soldiers that 
he was a sitting Member of Congress—a true 
display of his humble statesmanship. 

Following his service in Congress, Secretary 
Marsh served as Assistant Secretary of De-
fense and was a counselor to President Ger-
ald Ford. In 1981, he was appointed as Sec-
retary of the Army by President Ronald 
Reagan. He went on to serve as the Secretary 
of the Army until 1989, making him the longest 
serving Secretary of the Army in history. He 
served during the sweeping reconstruction of 
our military’s organization, and helped imple-
ment the joint and more efficient Armed 
Forces we see today. 

Secretary Marsh has received six Depart-
ment of Defense Distinguished Public Service 
awards, the Presidential Citizens Medal, the 
Doughboy Award, the Gerald R. Ford Medal 
for Distinguished Public Service, and is a 
member of the Army’s Officer Candidate 
School Hall of Fame and the Ranger Hall of 
Fame. On September 16, 2016, the National 
Infantry Museum at Fort Benning, Georgia, 
opened a new exhibit to honor Secretary 
Marsh’s lifetime of service. 

It has been an honor to know Secretary 
Marsh and his family over the years. He is a 
native of Virginia and has deep roots in the 
Shenandoah Valley. As a fellow alumnus of 
Washington and Lee University, he is a true 
inspiration. As President Ford once said, 
‘‘Anyone who can make thirty-eight parachute 
jumps while serving as a Congressman has to 
be fairly calm and unflappable.’’ 

I congratulate Secretary Marsh on this 
much-deserved exhibit. Future generations will 
forever recognize his immense contributions to 
our nation. I wish him and his family the best. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER 
GENERAL JOHN MCGOFF ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE INDIANA AIR NA-
TIONAL GUARD 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Brigadier General John 
McGoff on the occasion of his retirement from 
the Indiana Air National Guard. The people of 
Indiana’s Fifth Congressional District are for-
ever grateful for John’s exceptional service 
and dedication to our Hoosier state and our 
great country. 

A lifelong Hoosier, John was born and 
raised in the Broad Ripple area of Indianap-
olis. He attended St Pius X Catholic School, 
where his parents were founding members, 

and where he has been a lifelong parishioner. 
Growing up, John volunteered at Wishard 
Hospital Emergency Department in his free 
time. Through this volunteer work he devel-
oped an interest in emergency medicine. After 
graduating North Central High School in 1977, 
John attended Indiana University to study biol-
ogy. Graduating early from college, John then 
went on to attend Indiana University School of 
Medicine to pursue his dream of becoming a 
physician. During his third year of medical 
school he joined the Medical Officer Training 
Corps with the Indiana Air National Guard. 
Following the conclusion of his degree pro-
gram, John completed his three-year resi-
dency in Emergency Medicine at the es-
teemed Thomas Jefferson University in Phila-
delphia. 

John’s commitment to public service and 
dedication to his Hoosier home is evident. 
After finishing his residency in 1987, John re-
turned to Indiana and began working in the 
ER at Community Hospitals in Indianapolis 
and has continued to work as an Attending 
Emergency Room Physician, where he has 
served thousands of Hoosiers. In addition to 
his civilian medical career, John is a deco-
rated Iraq War Veteran. 

He served for more than three decades with 
an aeronautical rating of Chief flight surgeon 
and has logged over 600 hours of flight time 
in many aircrafts, including the F–16 and F–4 
fighters. He was the Chief of Emergency Serv-
ices at the 332nd Expeditionary Medical 
Group, Joint Base at Balad, which was the 
busiest trauma center in Iraq in 2008–2009. 
He was the Assistant to the Surgeon General 
for U.S. Air Forces in Europe and he has been 
deployed extensively around the world with 
operational tours in Turkey, Jordan, Bahrain 
and Germany. John is also the Chief of Staff 
for the nearly 2,000 members of the Indiana 
Air National Guard, where he serves as an ad-
visor to the Adjutant General on matters per-
taining to the 122nd Fighter Wing in Fort 
Wayne, the 207th Weather Flight in Indianap-
olis, the Air-to-Ground Gunnery Ranges at 
Atterbury, Jefferson Proving Grounds, and the 
181st Intelligence Wing in Terre Haute. With 
the 181st he served as the Medical Group 
Commander, Chief of Flight Medicine, Flight 
Surgeon, and Hospital Administrator. During 
his tenure as commander, the unit received 
‘‘Excellent’’ ratings on their Health Services In-
spections in 1993, 1997, 2001, and 2005. 
They also won the Theodore Marrs Award, the 
highest Air National Guard Medical Award, in 
1997 and 2006. Additionally, they also re-
ceived the prestigious Schaeffer Trophy in 
2006 for the best medical unit in all of the re-
serve components. 

John has received many awards and deco-
rations during his time in the National Guard 
and his active duty. Those awards include the 
Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal 
(with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster), the Air 
Force Commendation Medal, the Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award (with 1 Bronze Oak 
Leaf Cluster), the Air Force Organizational Ex-
cellence Award, the National Defense Service 
Medal (with 1 Bronze Service Star), the Iraq 
Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terror 
Service Medal, the Air Force Expeditionary 
Service Ribbon (with Gold Frame), the Air 
Force Longevity Service Award Ribbon (with 4 
Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters), the Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal (with M Device and Numeral 
2), the Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Rib-
bon, and the Air Force Training Ribbon. 
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John has also given his time and talent to 

a number of boards and advisory roles. He 
served as a healthcare policy advisor for Gov-
ernor Mitch Daniels’ campaign and was a part 
of the Indiana State Department of Health 
Transition Team for the then-incoming Gov-
ernor Daniels. John also sat on the Marion 
County Forensic Science Commission, the 
board of the Indiana Donor Network, the board 
for Community Hospitals of Indiana, was for-
merly the President of the Indiana Leadership 
Forum, was previously President of the Indian-
apolis Medical Society, and is currently an Ex 
Officio Board Member of the American College 
of Emergency Physicians, presently the Vice 
President for the Indiana Medical Licensing 
Board, and is now the President of the Indiana 
State Medical Association (ISMA) and served 
as their Speaker before his selection as Presi-
dent. Additionally he is a member of the Asso-
ciation of Military Surgeons of the United 
States, the Aerospace Medical Association, 
the Alliance of Air National Guard Flight Sur-
geons, the National Guard Association of the 
United States, and the National Guard Asso-
ciation of Indiana. He was also twice elected 
as Coroner of Marion County where he imple-
mented cost saving measures and overhauled 
the office to be a more efficient and effective 
government service for the constituents of the 
city of Indianapolis. John has served our com-
munity and our country in a local, national, 
and international capacity. 

John has devoted himself to a life of serv-
ice, whether in the Emergency Room, on the 
battlefield, or as a public official. I am ex-
tremely grateful for all his hard work. And on 
behalf of all Hoosiers and all Americans, I’d 
like to congratulate John on his remarkable 
military career and extend a huge thank you 
for all of the wonderful contributions he has 
made to our community, our state, and our na-
tion I wish the very best to my friend John, his 
wife Karen, daughter Ava and the rest of the 
McGoff family as he enjoys a well-deserved 
retirement from the Indiana Air National 
Guard. 

f 

HONORING MRS. DIANE GLASSER 
ON HER RETIREMENT FROM THE 
TAMARAC CITY COMMISSION 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my very dear friend, Mrs. Diane 
Glasser, Vice Mayor of the City of Tamarac, 
Florida, and an active member of the King’s 
Point Community. Diane recently announced 
her retirement from the Tamarac City Commis-
sion, the end of a more than 40-year career 
serving her community. 

Originally from Mill Basin in Brooklyn, Diane 
went to college and high school in New York. 
In 1973, Diane and her husband moved to the 
City of Tamarac. There, she worked for twelve 
years in the construction industry. 

Throughout her long career, Diane became 
a powerhouse in Broward County politics. She 
began as a volunteer, tirelessly dedicating her 
time and effort to the Broward County Demo-
cratic Party. She was also elected to the 
Democratic National Convention as a Dele-
gate to the last six Democratic National Con-

ventions. Diane is a ‘‘graduate’’ of the Elec-
toral College; she cast a vote on Florida’s be-
half for Former President Bill Clinton in the 
Electoral College in 1996; and then for Former 
Vice President Al Gore in the highly-contested 
2000 election. In 2004, the Florida Democratic 
Party appointed Diane as their First Vice 
Chair. She has served on a number of advi-
sory boards, including the Broward County 
Human Rights Board and the Broward County 
School Board’s Senior Citizens Involvements 
Task Force, and since 2008, brought her tre-
mendous energy to local politics as a member 
of the Tamarac City Commission. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot thank Diane enough 
for everything that she has done for not only 
Florida, but for the Democratic Party. She is 
truly a remarkable individual, who I have had 
the privilege to call my dear friend for so many 
years, and for that I am so grateful. I am so 
pleased to honor Diane, and wish her a won-
derful and restful retirement. 

f 

IN HONOR OF PASTOR DANIEL 
SIMMONS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my sincerest 
congratulations to Pastor Daniel Simmons, 
leader of my church home, Mount Zion Baptist 
Church in Albany, Georgia. Pastor Simmons 
celebrated 25 years of outstanding ministry to 
Mount Zion Baptist Church on Sunday, Octo-
ber 9, 2016. 

A native of Cairo, Georgia, Daniel Simmons 
was born to Mrs. Pinkie Norwood Simmons 
and the late Reverend Perry Simmons, Sr. He 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology 
from Albany State College (now University) in 
1977. He went on to earn a Master of Arts de-
gree in Counseling from the University of 
Georgia in 1985 and a Doctorate of Ministry 
from Bethany Theological Seminary in Dothan, 
Alabama in 1991. Pastor Simmons worked as 
a Rehabilitation Counselor with the Georgia 
Department of Rehabilitation Services for sev-
enteen years. He also worked as a Commu-
nity Development Specialist. 

Pastor Simmons began preaching the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ in June 1984. He pastored 
Mountain Grove Baptist Church in Dawson, 
Georgia and Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in 
Shingler, Georgia. In 1991, the Lord called 
him to lead Mount Zion Baptist Church. In his 
25 years of leadership, Mount Zion has ex-
panded its ministry services, increased its 
membership tremendously to the point where 
a second worship service was added, and 
moved into its new state-of-the-art facility on 
109 acres of land at 901 South Westover Bou-
levard in 2010. 

But most importantly, Pastor Simmons has 
led Mount Zion Baptist Church to become a 
pillar in the community, known for ministering 
to those in need. Pastor Simmons welcomes 
anyone and everyone into the church and its 
members make it their duty to ensure that 
every soul is taken care of and prayed over. 
With a congregation of over 3,000 members 
and 54 ministries, including radio, television, 
and live-streaming, Mount Zion is truly ‘‘reach-
ing the world for Christ through evangelism, 
discipleship, fellowship, and missions.’’ 

Mount Zion Baptist Church celebrated an-
other happy occasion—its 151st anniversary. 
The church was founded in 1865, the same 
year that the Thirteenth Amendment abol-
ishing slavery was passed by Congress and 
ratified by the States. Nearly a century later, 
many of the rallies during the Albany phase of 
the Civil Rights Movement were held at Mount 
Zion. To commemorate those struggles, the 
church donated the building to the Albany Civil 
Rights Museum which is currently housed 
there. Mount Zion has seen many ups and 
downs but God’s will and our members’ perse-
verance have shaped it into the expansive and 
successful place of worship it is today. 

Jeremiah 3:15 says, ‘‘Then I will give you 
shepherds after my own heart, who will lead 
you with knowledge and understanding.’’ Pas-
tor Daniel Simmons is one such shepherd and 
a man of integrity who exudes the genuine 
principles and values of Christian discipleship. 
Over the 20 years I have been a member of 
the church, I am proud to call Mount Zion my 
church home and Pastor Daniel Simmons my 
pastor. As an ordained Deacon and Trustee, I 
have personally witnessed the unshakeable 
faith Pastor Simmons has for the Lord and the 
profound exegesis he conveys in his sermons. 
My wife Vivian and I are grateful that we can 
always count on Pastor Simmons’ wise coun-
sel and sage advice. 

Pastor Simmons has achieved many things 
in his life but none of this would have been 
possible without the love and support of his 
wife and First Lady of the Church, Diane 
Davis Simmons, and his two children and five 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in thanking Pastor Daniel 
Simmons for 25 outstanding years of service 
to Mount Zion Baptist Church and a lifetime of 
service in the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

f 

IN HONOR OF OLIVIA PARISH 

HON. BILL FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Olivia Parish, of Calvert, Texas, who 
celebrated her 100th birthday on October 27, 
2016. 

Ms. Parish was born in Calvert, Texas, to 
Willie Harris and Pankie Carson-Harris. As a 
young girl, she developed a passion for help-
ing others and would continue her service to 
others throughout her life. In 1932, she mar-
ried Melvin Parish Sr. The two of them were 
blessed with thirteen children, forty-one grand-
children and seventy-four great grandchildren. 

Ms. Parish has been a faithful member of 
the New Magnolia Baptist Church and the 
Bethel Grove Baptist Church. In addition to 
her devotion to her family and church, Ms. 
Parish loved working in the yard, especially 
her flower garden, and won numerous yard of 
the month awards. 

At my request, on October 27, a United 
States flag was flown over the United States 
Capitol to celebrate and honor Ms. Parish’s 
100th birthday. 

Ms. Parish has led a remarkable life that is 
grand in accomplishments through her hard 
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work and dedication. I join her family, friends, 
and the community of Calvert in celebrating 
this momentous occasion. I wish her more 
years of happiness, fulfillment, and health. 

Congratulations to Ms. Parish on her cen-
tennial birthday milestone. I am honored to 
represent citizens like her in the 17th District 
of Texas. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF SHADY BROOK 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, the Rotary 
Club’s motto—Service Above Self—is personi-
fied by its membership and the causes they 
support. The Rotary Club of Shady Brook is 
acknowledged as a major, local contributor 
over the past 10 years for raising more than 
$100,000 for worthy causes and donating over 
7,500 hours of members’ time. The Rotary 
Club is further distinguished by a membership 
with an average age of 75 years, coupled with 
a lifetime of experience and skills generously 
shared with many benefactors. The list is end-
less and inspiring and includes medical re-
search and prevention programs, meal deliv-
ery to patients, forums for veterans and their 
families, time and money to the Guardians of 
the National Cemetery at Washington Cross-
ing, the National Guard, books for libraries, 
clothing and school supplies for poverty-strick-
en children, and participating in Pennsylva-
nia’s Adopt-a-Highway maintenance program. 
Heartiest congratulations on the 10th anniver-
sary of the Rotary Club of Shady Brook, and 
thank you to the founders and members for 
outstanding contributions to our community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPT. WILL 
CANNON AND CAPT. JONATHAN 
MAULDEN 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Capt. Will Cannon and Capt. Jona-
than Maulden of Cabarrus County EMS who 
took home the top prize at the 2016 Carolina’s 
Paramedic Competition in Greenville, SC on 
October 15, 2016. The duo of Cannon and 
Maulden faced eleven other teams from North 
Carolina and South Carolina as they com-
peted in two medical emergency scenarios. 

Established in 1997, the Carolina Competi-
tion pits the best of the best EMS teams 
against each other as they showcase their 
ability to respond to complex scenarios. As the 
competition has grown, the teams have gotten 
stronger and the competition has been recog-
nized as the gold standard for these types of 
first responder events. This year’s contest was 
no exception, making Cannon and Maulden’s 
victory even more impressive. 

By winning this year’s competition, Capts. 
Cannon and Maulden are taking home their 
second top prize having already won in 2014. 

This also marks the third occasion when a 
team from Cabarrus County EMS has won the 
event. Capt. Cannon and Capt. Maulden have 
made their department proud and are ex-
tremely deserving of this recognition. I am ex-
tremely grateful that our community is fortu-
nate enough to have such great public serv-
ants who truly excel in their fields. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Capt. Will Cannon and Capt. Jona-
than Maulden on winning this impressive dis-
tinction and wishing them well as they con-
tinue to serve the people of Cabarrus County. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ST. NICHOLAS 
GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL’S 
CENTENNIAL 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
and the occasion of their centennial celebra-
tion. 

In 1916, Greek immigrants arriving to the 
Lehigh Valley integrated themselves into the 
fabric of American life through employment in 
many industries, including Bethlehem Steel 
and other local businesses. At the same time, 
these early immigrants recognized a need to 
preserve their religion, language, and cus-
toms. Accordingly, they purchased the former 
St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church in Bethlehem 
and established their own church. By the 
1930s, their community was growing, and fam-
ilies began to settle permanently in the area. 

While World War II disrupted the lives of 
many families within the congregation, its 
young members returned home upon its reso-
lution to enter the workforce in professions 
such as teachers, engineers, doctors, lawyers, 
or within their family businesses. Due to this 
successful growth, the community realized that 
it would need a larger place of worship to ac-
commodate their expanding families. 

In 1962, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Ca-
thedral moved to its new location at 1607 
West Union Boulevard in Bethlehem where it 
remains to this day. With this move, the con-
gregation also constructed a new school and 
auditorium. Continued growth through the 
1990s necessitated the hiring of a second full 
time priest to meet the needs of their mem-
bers. Today, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Ca-
thedral continues to embrace the surrounding 
community through Greek food festivals, pic-
nics, and other exciting events. 

As St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
reflects upon its impressive accomplishments 
of the last century, I wish them all the best as 
they look forward to serving their community in 
the years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF RELLES FLORIST 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Relles Florist, which has served the 

Sacramento region for the past 70 years. As 
family and friends gather to celebrate its 70th 
anniversary, I ask all my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Relles Florist’s contributions to the 
Sacramento community. 

In 1946, Ross and Margaret Relles created 
a family business that quickly became a Sac-
ramento icon and a cornerstone of the Sac-
ramento business community. As anyone who 
has shopped there knows, Relles is legendary 
for creating beautiful floral arrangements that 
are, quite simply, works of art. Its flowers have 
helped mark major life events for generations 
of Sacramentans. The business’s success is a 
testament to the quality of its flowers, the in-
dustriousness of its employees, and the dedi-
cation the Relles family has to its craft. 

Relles is also an important fixture in Sac-
ramento’s local community. The President of 
Relles Florist, Jim Relles, lends his skills and 
expertise to numerous boards and community 
organizations. Jim’s community service in-
cludes stints on the Board of Directors of the 
Sacramento Rotary Club and of the California 
State University, Sacramento Alumni Associa-
tion. Jim was also President of the California 
State Floral Association and President of the 
Sacramento Host Lions Club. His leadership is 
a big reason why Relles Florist has enjoyed 
so much success. 

As a family-owned business, Relles Florist 
knows first-hand the importance of family and 
community in achieving commercial prosperity. 
Mr. Speaker, as the Relles family celebrates 
seventy years of accomplishments and con-
tributions to our Sacramento community, I ask 
all my colleagues to join me in honoring them. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,805,366,357,023.77. We’ve 
added $9,178,489,308,110.69 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, unfortunately I missed a vote 
during a vote series on September 28, 2016. 
Had my vote been recorded for Roll Call 572, 
final passage on H.R. 5303, the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2016, I would 
have voted YES. 
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CELEBRATING THE 25TH PAS-

TORAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FAITH CENTER MINISTRIES 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate The Faith Center Min-
istries as they celebrate their 25th anniversary. 
In 1985, the Fernandez family began a jour-
ney of faith that directed them to South Flor-
ida. Six years later in 1991, Pastors Henry 
and Carol Fernandez founded the Plantation 
Worship Center, later to be named The Faith 
Center Ministries. They began with 11 mem-
bers in a school cafeteria, now they host over 
10,000 members in the former Sunrise Musi-
cal Theater. 

For 25 years, The Faith Center Ministries 
have empowered people to live a lifestyle of 
faith everyday. The church is dedicated to 
reaching the world of Jesus Christ by empow-
ering the teachings of faith, hope, salvation 
and the proclamation that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
the Son of God the Father, and the Head of 
the church. 

The Faith Center Ministries operates numer-
ous social enterprises in order to train leaders, 
help believers discover their true purpose, and 
develop individual potential through spiritual 
maturity. To accomplish this, The Faith Center 
Ministries, under the leadership of Henry and 
Carol Fernandez, hosts bible studies, con-
ferences, seminars, trainings, and educational 
development at the University of Fort Lauder-
dale and the Henry B. Fernandez Institute for 
Biblical Studies. The Faith Center Ministries 
provides a place where the hurting, de-
pressed, frustrated, and confused can find 
love, acceptance, help, hope, forgiveness, 
guidance and encouragement. 

Mr. Speaker, I want offer my most sincere 
congratulations and heartfelt gratitude to The 
Faith Center Ministries Pastors Henry and 
Carol Fernandez, their staff, and volunteers for 
all that they do each and every single day for 
our community. I am truly honored to call them 
my friends, and be their representative in Con-
gress. 

f 

HONORING RICH CURTOLA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and honor one of 
Vallejo’s greatest champions, Rich Curtola, 
upon his retirement from the Vallejo Chamber 
of Commerce. 

A Vallejo native, Mr. Curtola has been a 
member of the Vallejo Chamber of Commerce 
since 1975 and is retiring after six years with 
the Chamber’s leadership, including four as 
President and CEO. Rich has been instru-
mental in our community’s economic recovery 
following the Great Recession of 2008 and 
has worked diligently to grow the Chamber’s 
presence in our community. During his tenure 
as President and CEO, Rich has improved the 
Chamber’s community relations, increased 
membership and secured a permanent home 

for the Chamber. He also led the Chamber as 
it took on important community projects such 
as hosting the annual 4th of July parade. 

Throughout his lifetime of service to our city, 
Mr. Curtola has drawn on his unwavering opti-
mism in Vallejo’s future to make our commu-
nity a better place to live, work, start a busi-
ness and raise a family. Mr. Curtola’s legacy 
is one of unrivaled devotion and knowledge of 
the city we all love, so much so that the name 
Curtola has become synonymous with Vallejo. 

Mr. Speaker, Rich Curtola has dedicated his 
time and expertise to serving our community 
and ensuring Vallejo’s economic success. 
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor 
him here today and extend our best wishes for 
an enjoyable retirement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
HONORABLE BILL KRISTOFF 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Bill Kristoff as he retires from 
service on the West Sacramento City Council. 
As his wife Brenda, family, friends, and col-
leagues gather to celebrate his public career, 
I ask all of my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Mr. Kristoff for almost three decades as 
a public servant. 

Mr. Kristoff served two years in the U.S. 
Army before receiving his Bachelor’s degree 
at Sacramento State University. He worked for 
the U.S. Postal Service for almost four dec-
ades, retiring in 2002. Mr. Kristoff is the only 
original sitting member of the West Sac-
ramento City Council, first elected in 1987. He 
also served for single-year terms as mayor in 
1990, 1996, and 2001 and served as mayor 
pro tem in 2010. 

As a lifelong West Sacramento resident, Mr. 
Kristoff has contributed to his city in many 
ways. His top priorities were flood protection, 
security of West Sacramento’s levees, and the 
city’s infrastructure generally. Mr. Kristoff rep-
resented the city on the West Sacramento 
Area Flood Control Agency Joint Powers Au-
thority and the Regional Water Authority. Dur-
ing his tenure on the council, West Sac-
ramento underwent notable additions, includ-
ing the creation of the Bryte Bend Water 
Treatment Plant, River Walk Park, Raley Field 
and the River Cats, the widening of the Harbor 
Boulevard interchange, the Daniel C. 
Palamidessi Bridge, the West Sacramento City 
Hall, and the revitalization of West Capitol Av-
enue. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Bill Kristoff as he is celebrated for his service 
to the City of West Sacramento. I ask all my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing his out-
standing work in providing the West Sac-
ramento community with his invaluable serv-
ices and contributions and wishing him the 
best in his retirement. 

GOING FARVE, GOING DEEP . . . 
MISSISSIPPI MAGIC SO VERY 
SWEET 

HON. REID J. RIBBLE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Brett Favre who was inducted into 
The NFL’s Hall of Fame this past summer. I 
include in the RECORD this poem penned in 
his honor by Albert Caswell. 
Going Favre 
Going deep 
Mississippi Magic So Very Sweet 
All in what our hearts choose to seek 
How high will we reach 
While, against all odds to slay The Grid Iron 

God’s and all their records to beat 
But the greatest of all, 
is but a World Championship to seek 
While, in our hearts all our dreams we so 

keep 
Because, on those fields of green only the 

stoutest of all hearts can compete 
And make it to the Hall of Fame as a dream 

few of us will ever complete 
Like the wild wild west, 
Brett was like a gun slinger at high noon 

who stood at his best 
Who upon defenses such havoc would wreak 
Who drew first and drew fast as touchdowns 

he’d seek 
As it was always high noon to defeat, 
yea your up the creek 
While, over the NFL such a large shadow 

casting each week 
And everyday with his heart of a child and 

his smile to all hearts would speak 
As it all began with a football in hand, 
and his Father’s Love helping his son to map 

out his future plan. 
And a mother behind him would stand 
To build the foundation for all of his dreams, 
as one day at Lambeau Field he’d proudly 

wear that Packer green 
As that number ‘‘4’’ one day would walk 

through The Hall of Fame’s door 
Going Farve and Going Deep with his Mis-

sissippi Magic, 
he went farther than all the others before 

him had reached 
Brett Favre, a gun slinger standing six foot 

two 
a good old boy from the south armed with a 

cannon who threw 
Like a country song his life was so true 
And he could run like a stallion in the open 

field too 
Like a river boat gambler he threw with 

such heat, 
which made all of those defenses so weep 
Beating you with his arm, 
his feet, 
his heart, 
brain, 
and soul so very deep 
A leader among men who knew not defeat 
An Iron Man with a 297 consecutive games as 

that record he’d reach 
Mr. MVP, Mr. All Pro, 
from Southern Miss to NFL bliss, 
bringing his heat one day to rise to the top 

of the NFL’s list 
But his love of the game was what really to 

his heart beseeched 
But the greatest pass he’d complete, 
was marring his high school sweetheart 

Deanna so sweet 
As a Warrior, 
and a Fighter 
a Come Back Kid who in the darkest of 

games came back even brighter 
Like Bart he too became a Starr, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:10 Nov 15, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A14NO8.048 E14NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1446 November 14, 2016 
to carry this his Packer Nation far 
To make them The Super Bowl Champs that 

they are 
Going Farve 
Going Deep 
armed with his Mississippi Magic which was 

so hard to beat 
This Southern Man with his Father’s Love 

stayed strong to ever compete 
To the top of the NFL’s game with his ac-

tions did speak 
Brett, welcome to The Hall of Fame where 

only the greatest of greats history 
speaks 

Because Brett upon those fields of green you 
went Farve every week, 

as you went deep armed with your Mis-
sissippi Magic to compete 

And Brett, 
you were the kind of man Lombardi would 

seek 
With the heart and soul of a champion and 

that Mississippi Magic so very sweet. 

f 

CANDY HOWARD NAMED 
PRESIDENT-ELECT OF TEPSA 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Candy Howard of Pearland, TX 
for being named president-elect of the Texas 
Elementary Principals and Supervisors Asso-
ciation (TEPSA). 

Candy will serve as Region 4 president- 
elect for TEPSA, representing Pasadena ISD 
principals. She is currently the principal at 
South Belt Elementary School and was named 
Pasadena ISD’s Elementary Principal of the 
Year in 2016. Throughout her 32 years with 
the Pasadena ISD, Candy has gone from 
teacher to assistant principal to becoming prin-
cipal in 2009. She continues to inspire and 
educate her students and staff. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Candy Howard for becoming president-elect 
of TEPSA. We’re proud to have such a great 
leader and educator in Pearland. 

f 

TO RECOGNIZE AND PAY TRIBUTE 
TO DR. TAN SIU LIN FOR HIS 
GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICE TO THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to Dr. Tan Siu Lin 
for his great achievements and community 
service to the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 

Dr. Tan Siu Lin is a self-made entrepreneur 
who was born in Quanzhou in China’s Fujian 
Province in 1930; 

In 1972, Dr. Tan moved to Guam with his 
wife, Lam Pek Kim and their children: Henry, 
Willie, Jerry, Raymond, Lily and Sunny, and 
established the family business Luen Thai 
Corporation, engaged in shipping and trading; 

In 1982 he moved to Saipan, and set up the 
island’s first garment factory in 1983. Since 
then, the garment business became the larg-
est private sector employer in the CNMI. In 
1991, he formed Tan Holdings Corporation in 
the CNMI that further grew to become a global 
business portfolio with staff of more than 
45,000 in various diversified companies; 

He founded within the group of companies, 
Luen Thai Holdings Ltd. which is listed in the 
Hong Kong Stock Exchange since July 2004; 

In 2002, he formed the Tan Siu Lin Founda-
tion for his philanthropy works in the CNMI, as 
he repeatedly reminded his family that ‘‘I want 
to provide educational and sports opportunities 
for the underprivileged so they can help them-
selves become productive and responsible citi-
zens and in turn, they can then help others 
who need help as I hope the good deed can 
be passed on so that the community will ben-
efit.’’ Dr. Tan with his noble commitment to up-
lift the quality of life in the CNMI and through 
his foundation, kindly contributed to the CNMI, 
its people, its community and its businesses 
with generous sponsorships and donations for 
school improvements, scholarships, sports ac-
tivities and tournaments, cultural events, youth 
development programs, social welfare, and re-
lief work; 

Please join me as I recognize and pay trib-
ute to the great achievements and community 
service of Dr. Tan Siu Lin. Un Dangkulo Na Si 
Yu’us Manse Dr. Tan for your exceptional 
commitment to the Northern Marianas and the 
Micronesia Region. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHRIS JOHNSON AS 
THE HURLBURT AIR FORCE AS-
SOCIATION CHAPTER 398 MIDDLE 
SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
2016 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege to recognize Mr. Chris Johnson as 
the Hurlburt Air Force Association (AFA) 
Chapter 398 Middle School Teacher of the 
Year for 2016. Mr. Johnson was selected for 
all that he does to motivate and inspire his 
students to learn more about science, tech-
nology, engineering, art, and math (STEAM) 
education; I am pleased to honor his out-
standing educational achievements. 

As an educator at Sims Middle School, Mr. 
Johnson strives to make lasting impressions 
on his students. During his three years at 
Sims Middle, he has created an innovative 
learning environment that captivates his stu-
dents, motivating them to learn, build, test, 
and rebuild projects as they utilize the sci-
entific method to meet their goals. These im-
portant life lessons allow his students to un-
derstand and put into practice key concepts 
for their continued success. His dedicated 
service to shaping the minds of our Nation’s 
youth is invaluable. 

In order to foster an innovative learning ex-
perience, Mr. Johnson provides his students 
with loose parameters for their experiments, 
forcing them to think outside the box to solve 
the problem at hand. His classroom is known 
throughout Sims Middle school for being excit-
ing and engaging. He guides his students 

through interactive science experiments that 
reinforce educational concepts and deepen 
their curiosity to learn. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
House of Representatives I am pleased to 
congratulate Mr. Johnson on this well-earned 
achievement, and I thank him for his commit-
ment to service and dedication to the North-
west Florida community. My wife Vicki joins 
me in wishing Mr. Johnson all the best for 
continued success. 

f 

ALL WE HOLD DEAR: IN HONOR OF 
VETERAN’S DAY AND ALL THE 
MEN AND WOMEN OF THE 
ARMED FORCES AND THEIR 
FAMILIES 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of all of the men and women of The 
Armed Forces and their families who have 
served and serve this day, with a poetic tribute 
by Albert Carey Caswell. 
All we hold dear 
On this day to all hearts beckons here 
In this home of the brave and land of the free 

so very clear 
The most blessed gift of freedom that we all 

so endear 
Letting us live our lives in peace so all with-

out fear 
While, they stand on that wall 
While, they answer the call 
Marching out into harm’s way standing tall 
As we stand back in awe 
Living and dying for us one and all 
And all they hold dear 
When, in hearts of gold such brilliance ap-

pears 
Kneeling next to a Fallen Brother or Sister 

In Arms as comes the tears 
As half a world away a child in the still of 

the night cries out in tears 
As they give all for all of us here 
and all they hold dear 
When such magnificence appears 
Are the ones who come home with such 

heartache they own 
With the scars of war which will not leave 

them alone 
Stand without arms and legs all in a PTS 

haze 
Thank them today while out on your way 
Take the time to thank them of all you hold 

dear 
Bought and paid for by all of them so here 
And their service to our Nation which brings 

the angels to tears 
For all we hold dear 
Say prayer, give thanks, and shed a tear to 

The Armed Forces and their families 
here 

For all you hold dear 
On this Veteran’s Day here. 

f 

HONORING CHOCO GONZALEZ 
MEZA 

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of Choco 
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Gonzalez Meza, a beloved mother, grand-
mother, and friend who changed the face of 
Texas politics. Choco was a fierce champion 
for women in public service and a force in the 
Texas Democratic Party. Her recent passing is 
a tremendous loss not only for her family, but 
for so many throughout Texas and the nation 
whose lives she touched. 

Born in Coahuila, Mexico, Choco and her 
family immigrated to the United States when 
she was just three years old and settled in 
Eagle Pass, Texas. She came to San Antonio 
when she attended St. Mary’s University. 
Choco began effecting meaningful change as 
a student, when she and my mother, Rosie, 
helped draft the 10–1 single member district 
plan adopted in 1977. The skill and initiative 
she showed led to her being recruited by the 
Southwest Voter Registration Education 
Project, where she helped disenfranchised mi-
norities exercise their right to vote. 

Throughout her career, Choco sought to 
empower others. As Executive Director of the 
YWCA, she steered women and girls towards 
success. She elevated the national conversa-
tion around poverty as Executive Director of 
Partnership for Hope. And she pushed to re-
form public housing and reduce homelessness 
when she joined her friend Henry G. Cisneros 
at the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment as Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Intergovernmental Relations and the Liaison to 
the White House in the Clinton Administration. 
She continued that work when she returned to 
San Antonio and became Senior Vice Presi-
dent at the San Antonio Housing Authority. 
Later, Choco served as President of American 
Sunrise, a nonprofit that provides educational 
and economic opportunities for children and 
families. She founded her own consulting firm, 
and in 2011, President Barack Obama ap-
pointed her to serve as a Commissioner to 
The Commission on Presidential Scholars. 

Choco’s unparalleled passion for organizing 
made her an invaluable asset to the Demo-
cratic Party. She served on the Democratic 
National Committee, was chief of staff for Dis-
trict 5 Councilwoman Shirley Gonzalez, and 
was elected Bexar County Democratic Chair. 
Most recently, Choco led Hillary Clinton’s cam-
paign operations in San Antonio. In all her po-
litical work, Choco tirelessly fought for social 
justice and strove to create opportunity for 
marginalized groups. 

Choco’s spirit lives on through her family— 
her beloved husband Daniel, daughter Ivalis, 
granddaughter Emma, and son Danny, who is 
a trusted member of my staff. Choco was truly 
a historic figure in Texas politics and a com-
passionate, selfless soul. We mourn her pass-
ing and are grateful for all she gave to our 
community in San Antonio and to our nation’s 
democracy. 

f 

HONORING MRS. HILDA GIRTMAN 
PITTS 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mrs. Hilda Girtman Pitts, a lifelong resi-
dent of Boynton Beach, Florida, who passed 
at the age of 102 on August 20, 2016. Born 
in 1913, Mrs. Pitts spent her childhood on 2.5 

acres of farmland off the Federal Highway 
near Boynton Beach. 

At the age of 21, she married Soloman Pitts 
at the St. Paul A.M.E. Church in the city of 
Boynton Beach, and built their first home on 
12th Avenue in-town. After many years of 
marriage, Mrs. Pitts had eight children, nine 
grandchildren, as well as many great-grand-
children and great-great grandchildren. Mrs. 
Pitts became a ‘‘Gold Star Mother’’ when her 
son, Cleveland Pitts, made the ultimate sac-
rifice in the Vietnam War. 

Mrs. Pitts was also an entrepreneur. She 
opened an antique store, known as ‘‘Mrs. 
Hilda’s,’’ which sold American-made, 
handcrafted furniture and home goods. The 
antique store stands to this day on East 
Ocean Avenue in Boynton Beach as a memo-
rial to Mrs. Pitts’ legacy. 

Throughout her life, Mrs. Pitts has been a 
very religious woman and was heavily in-
volved in the church community in Boynton 
Beach. She attended the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church from an early age. She fol-
lowed her children to the New Christian Life 
Church in 1984, where she became a dynamic 
and regular churchgoer. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Hilda Girtman Pitts will be 
remembered through her family, her friends, 
and all the many people she touched in her 
102 years of life. She was truly a shining star 
of the Boynton Beach community. I am so 
pleased to honor her life and legacy. She will 
be dearly missed. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. BRENDA 
VAUGHN 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mrs. Brenda Vaughn of McDowell 
County, North Carolina. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Western North Carolina, I would like to 
thank Mrs. Vaughn for over 35 years of serv-
ice to our communities and congratulate her 
on her retirement this year. 

Brenda Vaughn began her service with the 
McDowell County Sheriff’s Department in 1980 
as a dispatcher. She then served as cook at 
the Sheriff Jail Kitchen until she became a 
Jailer in October of 1998. After two years in 
that role, she became an Administrative As-
sistant then moved up within the Department 
to Shift Sergeant and later Assistant Jail Ad-
ministrator. In 2013, Mrs. Vaughn was pro-
moted to Jail Administrator. Mrs. Vaughn has 
dutifully served the community in this capacity 
for the last three years. 

Outside of work, Mrs. Vaughn continues to 
be an active member of many community or-
ganizations. She is a member of Nealsville 
Church of God in Glenwood, where she is part 
of the Ladies Auxiliary. She is also a leader 
outside of her church, serving as treasurer for 
the Charles W. Queen Fraternal Order of Po-
lice Lodge 84 in McDowell County; as Presi-
dent of the McDowell County Republican 
Women’s Club; and as the Secretary of the 
McDowell County Republican Party. She and 
her husband Bobby have two sons and three 
grandchildren. 

Mrs. Vaughn has earned the respect and 
friendship of the people of McDowell County 

through her hard work and wide-ranging in-
volvement in her community. For her service 
to Western North Carolina, I am honored to 
express to Mrs. Vaughn the gratitude and best 
wishes of the people of North Carolina on her 
retirement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF POST 8358 ON 
ITS 70TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Chung Mei Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 8358 as it celebrates its 70th anni-
versary. As the members of Post 8358 mark 
this momentous occasion, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring them for their 
long history of service to veterans and the 
community in Sacramento. 

Chung Mei Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
8358 was formed on October 19, 1946 by re-
turning Chinese-American veterans from Sac-
ramento. Due to the prevailing prejudiced atti-
tudes of the time, the Chung Mei veterans had 
no choice but to form their own exclusive VFW 
Post. Post 8538 is an active and valued mem-
ber of the Sacramento community, which I 
represent. For instance, the Chung Mei Post 
8358 proudly sponsors the Sacramento Lion 
Dance Youth Troupe, which helps foster civic 
responsibility and keeps the traditions of Asian 
cultures alive for current and future genera-
tions. Post 8538 contributes greatly to the di-
versity and multiplicity of cultures in the Sac-
ramento region, which is one of the most di-
verse in the entire country. 

Post 8358 members are decorated veterans 
who participate in local parades, staff commu-
nity events, and host several fundraising 
drives that provide funds for programs that 
benefit veterans and their families. Several of 
the founding members of Post 8358 are 
amongst the many who are celebrating today. 
Post 8358 continues to promote services for 
veterans, cultural acceptance, and civic partici-
pation in Sacramento. 

Mr. Speaker, as the members of Post 8358 
celebrate its 70th anniversary, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in honoring them for their 
service to our country and to the Sacramento 
area. 

f 

HONORING GEORGE POUMAKIS 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor George Poumakis, a highly-successful 
entrepreneur and distinguished member of the 
Greek community in my district. 

Mr. Poumakis was recently recognized by 
the Federation of Hellenic American Educators 
and the Greek Teacher Association of Florida 
for the being the pioneer and founder of the 
first Greek immersion charter school in the 
United States—the Athenian Academy. Today, 
the Athenian Academy is recognized by the 
Florida Department of Education as a High 
Performing School—receiving an ‘‘A’’ grade— 
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and is the only school in Pinellas County that 
teaches two foreign languages (Greek and 
Spanish) daily to all K–8 students. 

As a father of four boys, all of whom at-
tended public schools, I am very familiar with 
the link between a robust public education 
system and our nation’s vitality. Benjamin 
Franklin once said, ‘‘An investment in knowl-
edge pays the best interest.’’ Mr. Poumakis is 
a valuable community partner and stands as 
an example of main street solutions to main 
street challenges. Through the entrepreneurial 
approach which brought him personal success 
in the past, Mr. Poumakis managed to build 
an academy which will contribute to the suc-
cess of countless lives in Florida’s Twelfth 
Congressional District for years to come. 

I commend the Federation of Hellenic Amer-
ican Educators and the Greek Teacher Asso-
ciation of Florida for recognizing the contribu-
tions of Mr. Poumakis, and I hope every 
American can learn from and emulate the 
commitment of this Greek entrepreneur to 
education. 

f 

KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY’S 150TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Kutztown University on the occasion of 
its 150th Anniversary. Throughout the past 
year, Kutztown has celebrated its sesqui-
centennial, culminating with Founders’ Day on 
15 September 2016. 

In 1866, the residents of Berks County 
found a need for school teachers while the na-
tion as a whole recovered from the Civil War 
and sought to prepare itself for a new era. 
Residents solved their shortage by estab-
lishing the Keystone State Normal School. 

Over time, advancing industries and profes-
sions required students to be trained more 
broadly, with education covering a diverse 
range of studies. In order to rise to the occa-
sion, the school grew in size and sophistica-
tion, eventually changing its name to Kutztown 
State Teacher’s College in 1928, and later be-
coming Kutztown State College in 1960. 

Today, Kutztown, which achieved university 
status in 1983, is comprised of four colleges, 
including Business, Education, Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, and Performing Arts. The uni-
versity enrolls approximately 9,000 students 
from forty states and nations. In addition to 
providing an outstanding education, Kutztown 
also offers students the opportunity to partici-
pate in vibrant cultural and social events and 
to compete in athletics at the varsity, club, and 
intramural levels. 

It is my honor to congratulate the students, 
staff, faculty, and over 72,500 Kutztown Alum-
ni as they celebrate their 150th Anniversary. 
May they enjoy continued success in edu-
cating the minds of our future leaders and in-
tegral members of society. 

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WINE SPECTATOR 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Wine Spectator, which 
this year celebrates its 40th anniversary and 
marks four decades of success and dedication 
to excellence. 

Wine Spectator was first published by Bob 
Morissey in 1976 as a tabloid newspaper to 
educate and entertain wine consumers. Marvin 
R. Shanken, a publisher and wine aficionado, 
saw great potential in the publication and, at 
Morrisey’s request, acquired it in 1979. Mr. 
Shanken and Executive Editor Thomas Mat-
thews have since transformed Wine Spectator 
into an institution that informs and connects 
our international wine community. 

Wine Spectator editors provide authoritative 
buying advice, reviewing nearly 20,000 wines 
each year in independent blind tastings. The 
magazine puts wine in context, profiling vint-
ners and regions, analyzing vintages and mar-
ket trends as well as offering travel and dining 
guides. Wine Spectator has received critical 
acclaim for its excellent work informing wine 
consumers. It has been named a finalist in the 
National Magazine Awards Special Interest 
category and a top 5 best consumer maga-
zines. Today, Wine Spectator is the most 
widely read wine publication in the world with 
a circulation of 400,000 and a global reader-
ship of 3.5 million people. 

Since 1981, Wine Spectator has also hosted 
the Wine Experience, a weekend of tastings 
and seminars which concludes with a Grand 
Award Banquet honoring top restaurants in 50 
states and 70 countries on their excellent wine 
lists. The event funds the Wine Spectator 
Scholarship Foundation, which has raised 
more than $20 million to support organizations 
that invest in the future of our wine community 
including the University of California at Davis, 
Sonoma State University, the Culinary Institute 
of America, and the Chaplin School of Hospi-
tality and tourism Management at Florida 
International University. Since 1982, Wine 
Spectator has also honored 34 individuals with 
its Distinguished Service Award for their con-
tributions to our wine community. 

Mr. Speaker, this American institution has 
been a trusted source for wine consumers for 
40 years by maintaining its commitment to in-
tegrity and expertise. Therefore, it is fitting and 
proper that we honor Wine Spectator and its 
visionary leader, Marvin R. Shanken, here 
today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRIE OAKLEY 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Brie Oakley for her first place finish 
in the Colorado 5A Girls’ State Championship 
Cross Country Meet on October 29th, 2016. 
She has shown dedication and excellence 
throughout her cross country career, which 
has brought her to the pinnacle of high school 
athletics, a state champion. 

A Grandview High School Huskies senior, 
Oakley finished with a time of 17 minutes and 
7.83 seconds, smashing the course record at 
the Norris Penrose Equestrian Center in Colo-
rado Springs by over a minute. I am proud to 
report that Oakley has become the first girls 
cross country state champion from Grandview 
High School. 

I would also like to congratulate Grandview 
coach Allyson Robbins and the teachers and 
staff of Grandview High School, whom have 
made Oakley’s success possible. Their 
mentorship and guidance played an important 
role in her ability to succeed at the highest 
level of high school athletics. 

I am proud to congratulate Brie Oakley on 
her hard earned state championship and for 
being a positive role model for other students 
in Colorado’s 6th congressional district. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF BRYAN 

HON. BILL FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 150th anniversary of the First Bap-
tist Church of Bryan, Texas. 

Since its founding on November 18, 1866, 
thousands of families have called First Baptist 
Bryan home. 

During the early years of the church, serv-
ices were held in an abandoned saloon under 
the leadership of Rev. William Bartlett Eaves. 
The church would begin to grow larger and in 
1883 a frame building was erected as a per-
manent place of worship. As the congregation 
continued to grow, bigger facilities were built 
to meet the needs of the church family for the 
next century. The church would also begin to 
expand its mission and focus on preaching the 
Gospel to the students of Texas A&M Univer-
sity. A strong bond was created between the 
church and the student community that still 
stands today. 

As more families and students joined the 
church, the importance of Sunday School 
began to emerge. Pastor John Held began to 
spread the teaching ministry beyond the 
church walls by organizing a successful 
Christ-focused men’s Bible Study. 

Throughout the years, the church family has 
never lost sight of its commitment to fellow-
ship, discipleship, worship, ministry, and evan-
gelism. Since its beginning, the church has 
been involved in numerous mission activities 
with the Southern Baptist Convention, the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, and the 
Creath Brazos Baptist Association. They have 
sent missions all across the world including 
Estonia, Australia, Germany, Zambia, Kenya, 
and Ghana. First Baptist Bryan has played an 
important role in planting numerous other 
churches throughout the area. They have also 
helped plant the Yurigaoka Baptist Church in 
Tokyo, Japan. 

The success of First Baptist Bryan can be 
attributed to the outstanding leadership from 
its Pastors. Since its establishment, 24 Pas-
tors have led the church in worship and 
growth, each bringing different gifts and abili-
ties to the church family. All of them brought 
a strong commitment to stewardship, mission, 
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and leadership to the community. Because of 
these leaders, the families and students in the 
Brazos Valley continue to have a place to wor-
ship the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in commemo-
rating First Baptist Bryan and its congregation 
on their 150th anniversary. 

Before I close, I ask that all Americans con-
tinue to pray for our country during these dif-
ficult times and for the military men and 
women and first responders who protect her. 
God bless the American people, and God 
bless the congregation of First Baptist Bryan. 

f 

SUGAR LAND SIBLINGS MEDALED 
AT THE AAU JUNIOR OLYMPICS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Sugar Land siblings Octavia and 
DeMario Gee for winning five medals at the 
Amateur Athletic Union Junior Olympics. 

Octavia competed for the Houston Sonics 
Track Club and won gold in turbo javelin, shot 
put and triathlon. In the 10 Girls Turbo Javelin 
she tossed an incredible national record of 86 
feet, 8 inches. Her brother DeMario placed 
fourth in the 11-year-old boy’s javelin, with a 
throw of 110 feet, 6 inches. DeMario was also 
recently chosen to play for the USA Baseball 
12U national team trials. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Octavia and DeMario Gee in their success 
at the AAU Junior Olympics. We are so proud 
of such a talented family. Keep up the great 
work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ERIN COSKY AS THE 
AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION CHAP-
TER 398 HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR FOR 2016 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege to recognize Ms. Erin Cosky as the 
Air Force Association (AFA) Chapter 398 High 
School Teacher of the Year for 2016. Ms. 
Cosky was selected for her dedicated efforts 
fostering her students’ interests and education 
in science, technology, engineering, art, and 
math (STEAM) education; I am pleased to 
honor her outstanding achievements. 

Teachers are amongst our most valuable 
public servants as they are responsible for 
educating the future of our country, and Ms. 
Cosky’s selection as Teacher of the Year is 
evidence of assiduous work ethic and unwav-
ering dedication to her students. As an earth, 
space science, and biology educator at Gulf 
Breeze High School, Ms. Cosky’s energy and 
enthusiasm radiates from her classroom, in-
spiring her students to learn and volunteer in 
STEAM related areas. 

One of the best ways to solidify a lesson is 
for the student to teach someone else, and 
Ms. Cosky builds on the STEAM curriculum by 
coordinating events where high school stu-

dents teach kindergarten, first, and second 
graders interesting science. As a club sponsor 
of the Science National Honors Society, she 
also facilitates volunteer programs with MESS 
Hall, Navarre Beach marine Science Station, 
Gulf Breeze and Holley-Navarre Intermediate 
Science Nights, and tutoring programs 
throughout the science community in North-
west Florida. 

Ms. Cosky’s tireless and dedicated efforts to 
educate our Nation’s youth does not stop at 
her classroom in Gulf Breeze High School. 
Once a month, Ms. Cosky teaches important 
STEAM foundational skills to kindergarten and 
2nd grade students at West Navarre Primary 
School. She truly understands the value of 
math and sciences and sparks her students’ 
interest early in their education with hopes of 
continuing a lifelong passion. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to congratulate 
Ms. Cosky on this well-earned achievement, 
and I thank her for her commitment to service 
and dedication to the Northwest Florida com-
munity. My wife Vicki joins me in wishing Ms. 
Cosky all the best for continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF LEGAL SERVICES 
OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 60th Anniversary of Legal Serv-
ices of Northern California, a non-profit legal 
aid organization. As staff, supporters and cli-
ents gather to celebrate this tremendous mile-
stone, I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring their outstanding dedication to pro-
viding quality legal assistance to underserved 
populations within Northern California. 

For six decades, exceptional attorneys have 
provided pro bono legal aid to many people in 
our community who would not otherwise have 
been able to access professional legal assist-
ance. The first Legal Services of Northern 
California office was established in 1956 in 
Sacramento County. Legal Services of North-
ern California has now expanded to eight of-
fices serving 23 Northern California counties. 
Each office provides crucial access to quality 
and sophisticated legal services to low-income 
populations. 

Legal Services of Northern California gives 
a voice, as well as affirmation and protection 
of legal rights, to my district’s most vulnerable 
populations. Because of the hard work and 
dedication of the Legal Services staff and vol-
unteers, over 600,000 people have received 
pro bono legal assistance in crucial areas 
such as housing, health care, and civil rights. 
Legal Services of Northern California’s sixty 
year commitment to empowering and seeking 
justice for the underserved has been nothing 
short of exemplary. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to pay trib-
ute to Legal Services of Northern California. 
As they gather to celebrate their 60th anniver-
sary, I ask all my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Legal Services of Northern California for 
their invaluable services to the Greater Sac-
ramento Community and Northern California. 

IN MEMORY OF COLONEL WALTER 
FRANKLIN GOING, JR. 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on October 2, 2016, South Carolinians 
gave deserved tribute to an American Hero, 
Bucky Going. Colonel Going served with dis-
tinction at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, 
and the follow-up for the Normandy Invasion 
of June 6, 1944. His heroic actions during the 
Battle of the Bulge earned him a Bronze Star. 
Remarkably, he survived not only the Japa-
nese attack of 1941 but also the German 
counter-attack of 1944. Reverend L. Craig 
Wilkes of the First Presbyterian Church of Co-
lumbia conducted a loving service at historic 
Elmwood Cemetery of Columbia. The fol-
lowing obituary was published in The State on 
September 30, 2016: 

COLUMBIA.—Graveside funeral services for 
Walter Franklin ‘‘Buck’’ Going, Jr. will take 
place on Sunday, October 2, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. 
at Elmwood Cemetery in Columbia, SC. He 
passed away Wednesday, September 28, 2016 
after a brief illness. He was born in Colum-
bia, SC on December 25, 1919 and was the son 
of Walter F. Going, Sr. and Allie Mack 
Going. He graduated from Columbia High 
School where he was a member of the foot-
ball team. He graduated from The Citadel in 
June of 1941 and commissioned a 2nd Lieu-
tenant in the United States Army. He was 
stationed at Scofield Barracks in Hawaii and 
was at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. He 
was transferred back to the United States 
and was reassigned to the European Theatre 
of Operations. He was part of the follow on 
forces during the Normandy Invasion. He 
was then assigned to the Third Army com-
manded by General George S. Patton and 
fought in the Battle of the Bulge and was 
awarded a Bronze Star. After World War II, 
he entered the School of Law at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina where he met and 
married the love of his life, Eleanor Toole. 
They formed the law firm of Going and 
Going, Attorneys and practiced law together 
for forty years. He remained in the U.S. 
Army Reserve and became commanding offi-
cer of the 360th Civil Affairs Unit. He retired 
from the Army in 1971 with the rank of full 
Colonel. 

He was a member of the Veterans of the 
Battle of the Bulge, The Pearl Harbor Sur-
vivors Association and the American Legion. 
He was also active in the Lions Club and was 
a member of the South Carolina Bar and the 
Richland County Bar. 

He is survived by daughters, Jacquelyn A. 
Going and Mary Going McIntosh (David); 
granddaughter, Eleanor Carmen ‘‘Carrie’’ 
McIntosh; sister, Ethel Going DuBose, as 
well as a number of nieces and nephews. He 
was predeceased by his wife, Eleanor Toole 
Going and sister, Jacquelin Maxwell 
Gambrell. 

The family will receive friends in the Atri-
um of First Presbyterian Church in Colum-
bia following graveside services. 

Memorials may be made to The Citadel, 171 
Moultrie St., Charleston, SC 29409 or to First 
Presbyterian Church, 1324 Marion St., Co-
lumbia, SC 29201. 

Elmwood Funeral Home is assisting the 
family with arrangements. 
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CONGRATULATING THE CHEROKEE 

TRAIL COUGARS 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Cherokee Trail Cougars var-
sity softball team on their thrilling 5A state 
championship win over the Broomfield Eagles. 

The Cougars won the first ever state softball 
championship thanks, in part, to senior Chloe 
Knapp. Her walk off grand slam, the day be-
fore in the semi-finals, put them in the cham-
pionship game, and her 8th inning homerun 
was the only run scored in the championship 
game. 

I would also like to congratulate seniors 
Emily Bell, Skylar Higens, Sonoma Olson and 
Audrey Pickett, who helped propel the Cou-
gars to a 20–3 season record. Special thanks 
to Coach Caley Mitchell and the teachers of 
Cherokee Trail high school who made this 
year’s success possible. Regardless of any 
team’s inherent talent and ability, no team can 
achieve success without the support of the 
community around them. 

This was a hard fought battle between two 
great schools. I am so proud of the Cherokee 
Trail Cougars varsity softball team for being a 
positive role model for other high schools in 
the Sixth District of Colorado. Congratulations 
on a stellar season. 

f 

HONORING JOHN AND TERRI 
BALLETTO 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor John and Terri Balletto, 
who were honored by the Santa Rosa Junior 
College Foundation Ag Trust in Santa Rosa, 
California on November 5th for their decades 
of service to our winegrowing and farming 
community. 

John and Terri have dedicated their lives to 
our agricultural community in Sonoma County 
and have been strong supporters of Santa 
Rosa Junior College. John stepped in as the 
College Ag Trust chair following Warren 
Dutton’s passing in 2001. He then helped 
raise over $1 million to build the Dutton Pavil-
ion in honor of Warren’s immense contribu-
tions to the College and our community. Terri 
has also made significant contributions to 
Santa Rosa Junior College, offering her sup-
port and running Public Relations for many 
successful Ag Trust events. 

In addition to their work with the college, the 
Balletto family has been active in our agricul-
tural community. John served two terms as 
the Sonoma County Winegrape Commission 
Chair, and he will be joining the California As-
sociation of Winegrape Growers Board in 
2017. Terri and John’s family vineyard, which 
they run with their two daughters, produces 
winegrapes on over 600 acres. Their leader-
ship in the agricultural community has been 
recognized numerous times, winning them a 
variety of honors ranging from Sonoma Coun-
ty Winegrape Commission’s Excellence in Viti-

culture to Sonoma County Farm Bureau’s 
Farm Family of the Year. 

Amid their many important responsibilities, 
Terri and John still find the time to give back 
to our community. Terri is the Director, Sec-
retary, and Executive Board member for the 
4–H Foundation of Sonoma County, and she 
serves on the Sonoma County Fair Founda-
tion committee. Additionally, John and Terri 
have both served as directors and presidents 
of the Sonoma County Harvest Fair. 

Mr. Speaker, John and Terri Balletto have 
enriched Sonoma County through their un-
matched commitment to serving Santa Rosa 
Junior College and our agricultural commu-
nity’s needs. Therefore, it is fitting and proper 
that we honor them here today. 

f 

IN HONOR OF WILLIAM MURRAY, 
JR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to pay trib-
ute to an outstanding public servant, attorney, 
and friend, William Johnathan Murray, Jr. 
Sadly, William Murray passed away on Satur-
day, October 22, 2016. Funeral services were 
held on Sunday, October 30, 2016 at 3:00 
p.m. at First Baptist Church in Americus, 
Georgia. 

William Murray, Jr. was born on March 23, 
1946 in Americus, Georgia. A lifelong follower 
of Christ, Bill was baptized at twelve years old 
at First Baptist Church of Americus. More re-
cently, he worshipped at Calvary Episcopal 
Church of Americus, St. John’s Anglican 
Church of Americus, and Maranatha Baptist 
Church in Plains, Georgia. 

From a young age, Bill was eager to serve 
others. During his time at Americus High 
School, he was Student Council Vice Presi-
dent his junior year and Student Council Presi-
dent his senior year. In 1968, he graduated 
from the University of Georgia with a bach-
elor’s degree in history. He then attended the 
University of Georgia School of Law and grad-
uated in 1971. During his time at UGA, he 
was a member of Blue Key, an honor society 
recognizing men and women of great char-
acter who have achieved distinction for service 
and leadership. He also was a member of the 
Omicron Delta Kappa Honor Society and 
served in leadership positions for various stu-
dent organizations. During law school, he was 
on the Moot Court Team and won the Best 
Oralist award in the 1970 Law Day Competi-
tion. 

In addition to his numerous contributions at 
UGA, he established New College Press while 
still in college. New College Press published 
three books, one of which was written by Bill 
himself and was entitled ‘‘A Boy’s Dream.’’ 
Later on, more books by various authors were 
published by William Murray Publishers. 

Following the completion of his law degree, 
Bill returned home to Americus to begin his 
law career and his public service. He served 
on the Americus City Council from 1975–1977 
and was elected as a state representative in 
the Georgia General Assembly from 1977– 
1981. During this time, he introduced legisla-
tion that promoted manufacturing in Sumter 

County, officially designated the Andersonville 
Trail, and provided funding for University of 
Georgia projects. Bill also served as City At-
torney for Plains, Georgia. 

In 1980, he married the love of his life, San-
dra Merritt Deal. They had two children, Brian 
and Summer. Bill and Sandra worked together 
in his law practice and served their clients all 
over the state of Georgia. They later founded 
the Sumter Free Press, a newspaper relaying 
news, editorials, and local history to the resi-
dents of Americus. 

George Washington Carver once said, ‘‘No 
individual has any right to come into the world 
and go out of it without leaving behind distinct 
and legitimate reasons for having passed 
through it.’’ We are all so blessed that William 
Murray passed this way and during his life’s 
journey did so much for so many for so long. 
He leaves behind a great legacy in public 
service to the countless residents of Sumter 
County whose lives he touched and bright-
ened. His impression on this earth extends be-
yond himself to the very wellbeing of Sumter 
County, and for it he will be remembered by 
the community for time to come. 

Mr. Murray is survived by his daughter, Jes-
sica Summer Murray and two grandsons, 
Noah Johnathan Deal and William Brian Deal 
of Americus, as well as his sister, Gena Mur-
ray Moorhead, and many other cousins, 
nieces, and nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join my 
wife, Vivian, and me, along with the more than 
730,000 people of Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District, in honoring William Murray, Jr. 
for his dedicated service to the people of 
Sumter County and the state of Georgia. We 
extend our deepest sympathies to William 
Murray’s family, friends and loved ones during 
this difficult time and pray that they will be 
consoled and comforted by an abiding faith 
and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and 
months ahead. 

f 

JAELYNN WALLS AWARDED DA-
VIDSON FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIP 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Jaelynn Walls of Pearland, TX for 
earning a Davidson Fellows Scholarship. 

The Davidson Institute of Talent Develop-
ment awarded Jaelynn a $25,000 Davidson 
Fellows Scholarship for her project, Humanity 
On-Screen: Engendering Positive Self-Percep-
tion and Political Activism in Persons with 
Marginalized Identities. Only 20 students 
across the country earned this prestigious 
scholarship. Jaelynn’s project was inspired by 
her desire to present characters of 
marginalized racial or cultural backgrounds 
painted in a positive light due to her inability 
to identify with protagonists in literature grow-
ing up. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Jaelynn Walls for earning a Davidson Fel-
lows Scholarship. We are extremely proud of 
her and wish her luck in her future studies. 
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TRIBUTE TO JASPER COUNTY, 

INDIANA 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and salute Jasper County, Indiana, 
as the Indiana Bicentennial Torch is scheduled 
to pass through the county on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 11, 2016. 

The county sits on the northwest part of In-
diana’s Fourth Congressional District. It was 
established in 1838, and named for Sgt. Wil-
liam Jasper who was a famous scout in the 
Continental Army during the American Revolu-
tionary War. At the start of the Civil War, 935 
Jasper County men (or nearly one-fifth of the 
county’s entire population) enlisted to fight in 
the war on behalf of the Union, contributing to 
Indiana’s proud record of proportionately send-
ing more soldiers than any other state to fight 
against slavery in the Civil War. 

In this year of the Hoosier Bicentennial, 
communities throughout the state are cele-
brating Indiana’s past and present through Bi-
centennial Legacy Projects. These projects 
are culturally inclusive, celebratory, engaging 
and inspiring to youth and young adults and 
create a legacy for the future. The organiza-
tions responsible for the ten Legacy Projects 
throughout the county include the Jasper 
County Fair Association, DNR Division of Na-
ture Preserves, DeMotte Chamber of Com-
merce, Purdue Cooperative Extension, Foun-
tain Park Chautauqua, NICHES Land Trust, 
Remington Water Tower Days Festival, Little 
Cousin Jasper Festival, and the American 
Cancer Society. Hoosiers look forward to their 
enduring contribution to our state’s legacy. 

And on this day, Mr. Speaker, in the year in 
which we are celebrating Indiana’s 200th birth-
day, I am proud to recognize Jasper County 
for the contribution of its residents to the past, 
present and future of Indiana’s history. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE SECOND STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP FOR THE MAR-
IAN HIGH SCHOOL BOYS’ SOCCER 
TEAM 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the Marian High School 
Knights for their victory in the IHSAA Class IA 
Boys Soccer State Championship for the sec-
ond year in a row. Through diligence and per-
severance, the Knights finished the season 
with eighteen wins and five losses. The cham-
pionship game was the team’s second appear-
ance in the state finals and their second state 
title in as many years. 

I would like to highlight the many players 
who were honored for their performance in the 
tournament. Seniors Max Frausto and Cristian 
Juarez, and junior Oscar Tavarez were named 
to the Northern Indiana Conference’s First 
Team, juniors Johnathan Tavarez and lead 
scorer Jordan Morris were named to the NIC’s 
Second Team, and freshman Ned Morrison re-
ceived Honorable Mention. Just as impor-

tantly, junior keeper Hunter Renner managed 
to allow only ten goals while completing thirty- 
one saves and achieving nine shutouts for the 
season. In tandem with senior keeper Michael 
Cataldo who managed ten shutouts, the 
Knights were one of the hardest teams to 
score against. 

Coach Ben Householter again deserves 
praise on this victory, which is not only a tes-
tament to his dedication to the Marian High 
School program but also his skill as team 
leader and mentor to the student athletes. 

Congratulations to the entire team for their 
contributions: seniors Michael Wuszke, Mi-
chael Cataldo, Max Frausto, Justin Saavedra, 
Alex Kokot, Cristian Juarez, juniors Oscar 
Tavarez, Johnathan Tavarez, Junior 
Ontiveros, Jordan Morris, Gabe Davey, 
Alfredo Medina, Alex Rodela, Juan Botello, 
Gabe Martinez, Jacob Schmidt, Adam Evans, 
sophomores Danny Manzo), Will Tiller, 
Matteus Webb, freshman Hunter Renner, An-
thony Garatoni, Michael Baughman, Ned Mor-
rison, Francisco Tavarez, Dominic Blum, Jona-
than Wang, Head Coach Ben Householter, 
Assistant Coach John Jonas, Assistant Coach 
Matt Englert, Assistant Coach Alfredo Juarez, 
Junior Varsity Coach and Assistant Coach 
Alex Juarez, Manager Chloe Householter, 
Manager Jenna Householter, Athletic Trainer 
Anne Micinski, Athletic Director Steve Ravotto, 
Assistant Athletic Director Kyle Hanyzewski, 
and Principal Mark Kirzeder. 

The Knights’ dedication and sacrifices have 
been proven two years in a row, and is a 
source of pride for the city, and the state of In-
diana. Their record of success is exceptional 
and being a member of this team will be a 
memory these students will have for a lifetime. 
On behalf of the people of the Second Con-
gressional District of Indiana, I applaud Coach 
Householter for building this program, I thank 
the student athletes for their determination, 
and I congratulate them all on an amazing 
season. It is my honor to represent Marian 
High School, and I wish continued success to 
the team and each of its members in their fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. RICK 
HENDRICK THE 2016 CITIZEN OF 
THE CAROLINAS AWARD RECIPI-
ENT 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor racing legend, and my friend, Joseph 
Riddick ‘‘Rick’’ Hendrick III on his recognition 
as the 2016 Citizen of the Carolinas, pre-
sented by the Charlotte Chamber of Com-
merce. Each year, the Charlotte Chamber rec-
ognizes one outstanding individual for their ac-
complishments and contributions to our com-
munity by presenting them with their highest 
award, the Citizen of the Carolinas. 

Having lived in Charlotte for nearly 40 
years, Mr. Hendrick’s impact on local busi-
nesses and the surrounding community can 
be felt throughout the region. Best known for 
his successes in NASCAR, the Hendrick Mo-
torsports team has been consistently recog-
nized as one of the sport’s premier organiza-
tions. His laundry list of accomplishments in-

clude 14 NASCAR national series champion-
ships as an owner, the most all-time, as well 
as producing some of the most well-known 
and beloved drivers including Jeff Gordon, 
Jimmie Johnson, and Dale Earnhardt Jr. 

Aside from his success on the track, Mr. 
Hendrick has devoted countless hours to 
bettering those around him through his consid-
erable charitable work with organizations such 
as Levine Children’s Hospital and Together 
We Feed Charlotte. In 2015 he set a new 
fundraising record as Chairman of the Char-
lotte Observer Summer Camp Fund. Today, 
giving back to the community remains an inte-
gral part of Mr. Hendrick’s life. 

Having grown up in this community, I have 
been fortunate to see Mr. Hendrick’s work first 
hand. There is no doubt in my mind that he is 
extremely deserving of this award. I look for-
ward to continuing to work alongside commu-
nity leaders as we strengthen business and 
improve the lives of everyone in our commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Rick Hendrick, his wife Linda, and 
their entire family on Rick’s recognition as the 
2016 Citizen of the Carolinas. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF VIET-
NAM VETERANS OF THE NORTH-
ERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 
Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, this year, for the 

first time, the people of the Northern Mariana 
Islands gathered to honor our Vietnam War 
veterans and their families, joining the rest of 
our nation in commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of that difficult and complicated chap-
ter in American history. We remembered the 
sacrifice of the 58,220 who died in theater, the 
7.2 million Vietnam veterans still living, and 
the families of all 9 million who served. 

The Vietnam War was fought before the 
Northern Mariana Islands became part of the 
United States and before we, the people of 
the Marianas, became United States citizens. 
Yet dozens of our young men enlisted—or in 
many cases were drafted—into the U.S. 
Armed Forces to fight in Vietnam. 

This is a story not widely known outside our 
islands. Educational and economic opportuni-
ties were limited in the Northern Mariana Is-
lands at that time. Young people seeking high-
er education or simply a better life sometimes 
moved to the nearby U.S. territory of Guam, to 
Hawai’i, or to the mainland United States for 
school or work. And it was from these new 
places of residence that they volunteered—or 
often were drafted—for military service. 

Unfortunately, the Department of Defense 
kept no records to tell us exactly how many 
young people from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands were called into service during the Viet-
nam era. Home of record would have been 
listed as the location to which each of them 
had moved temporarily to improve themselves. 
So, we cannot today faithfully recite their 
names, when honoring their service. 

We do know of four from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, who died in combat in Vietnam. 
Their names are inscribed on the Memorial 
Wall in Washington, D.C. 
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And we know at least 50 Vietnam veterans 

are alive in the Northern Marianas today. 
Some are the indigenous Chamorro and 
Refaluwasch people of our islands, who en-
listed or were drafted out of Guam or a U.S. 
state. Some are veterans who later came from 
America to the Marianas and now call our is-
lands their home. 

We know, too, that even if not United States 
citizens, soldiers from the Northern Mariana 
Islands served as bravely and honorably as 
their brothers and sisters in uniform, who were 
citizens. And we know that all—citizen and 
noncitizen alike—faced the same painful chal-
lenges of returning home from a war whose 
purpose was difficult to understand and which 
never resolved in victory. 

Yet, despite all their sacrifice and the pain 
endured, Vietnam veterans—in the Marianas 
and throughout America—continued to con-
tribute to the peace, security, and prosperity of 
our nation. They became teachers, entre-
preneurs, artists, tradesmen, law enforcement 
officers, healers, or advocates. They are 
present throughout the life of our communities. 

They also supported each other, mentored 
younger veterans coming home, and shared 
their stories with civilians, who may not have 
otherwise had an understanding or apprecia-
tion of military service, or the realities of war. 
Indeed, it could be said that it is because of 
the example, leadership, and advocacy of the 
Vietnam generation of veterans that we, as a 
nation, do better today at supporting our 
young men and women in uniform, when they 
come home from war. But as these Vietnam 
vets would also remind us: we can do more. 

So, upon this 50th anniversary of the Viet-
nam War let us commit to do more to support 
America’s warriors—in times of conflict, as 
well as in peace; when they put on the uni-
form in defense of our nation, and when they 
come home. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF TIMOTHY HOY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Timothy Hoy, a committed Denton 
County Republican Party activist and tireless 
defender of conservative principles. 

Mr. Hoy passed away the week of October 
31st and will be remembered as a committed 
volunteer and invaluable worker at the state, 
local and national level. 

Mr. Hoy became active in Denton County 
politics in the late 1980s, first serving as Pre-
cinct Chairman. He went on to be an elections 
judge, campaign manager for Commissioner 
Ron Marchant and most recently campaigned 
for U.S. Senator Ted Cruz in Iowa during the 
2016 presidential election. 

From 2002 through 2010, Mr. Hoy served 
on the State Republican Executive Committee 
and received an award for his achievements 
at the close of nearly eight years spent as an 
unwavering public servant. He was also 
named the Denton County Republican Party 
Volunteer of the Year in 1998 and Precinct 
Chair of the Year in 2001. 

Mr. Hoy is revered as a keen political mind 
and hard worker who was always ready to 
fiercely support the candidates and ideals he 

believed in. He is remembered as gracious, 
kind and a friend to all, no matter an election’s 
outcome. 

I join several of my fellow Texas elected of-
ficials in offering my sincerest condolences to 
the members of the Denton County Repub-
lican Party and all who were inspired and 
touched by Mr. Hoy. His commitment to fur-
thering conservative ideals and his service to 
Denton, the state of Texas and our nation will 
not soon be forgotten. 

f 

KATY ATHLETES WIN AT THE AAU 
JUNIOR OLYMPICS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Aileen Lang, Justin Liang and 
Miyo Fujiwara of Katy, TX for winning 13 med-
als at the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) Junior 
Olympics. 

The three students represented Katy-based 
Rope Warriors in the jump rope competitions. 
Aileen scored five gold medals and two 
bronze medals, including a gold medal in the 
All-Around competition. Eleven-year-old Justin 
earned two silver medals, two bronze medals 
and a fifth-place finish. And Miyo won two gold 
medals. Rope Warriors is a competitive jump 
rope team with athletes ranging from 6 to 16 
years old. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Aileen Lang, Justin Liang and Miyo 
Fujiwara for winning 13 medals at the AAU 
Junior Olympics. We are proud of them and 
wish them luck in their future jump rope ca-
reers. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BEVERLY ‘‘JOY’’ 
BUNNING AS THE HURLBURT AIR 
FORCE ASSOCIATION CHAPTER 
398 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR FOR 2016 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege to recognize Ms. Beverly ‘‘Joy’’ Bun-
ning as the Hurlburt Air Force Association 
(AFA) Chapter 398 Elementary School Teach-
er of the Year for 2016. Ms. Bunning was se-
lected for this esteemed honor for her inspiring 
efforts to bolster her students’ interest in 
science, technology, engineering, art, and 
math (STEAM) education; I am pleased to 
honor her outstanding achievements. 

In her three years in the Santa Rosa County 
school district, Ms. Bunning has earned the 
reputation as an outstanding 2nd grade teach-
er among her students and peers in the edu-
cation community. She teaches her students 
crucial problem solving skills through innova-
tive and creative hands-on learning experi-
ences, and her passion for teaching has 
helped spark her students’ sense of wonder 
and interest in the world around them. Ms. 
Bunning’s contributions to producing the next 
generation of active participants in our society 
cannot be overstated. 

Her dedication to her students has earned 
her local and national recognition. Ms. Bun-
ning was featured in 850 Magazine, ‘‘The 
Business Magazine of Northwest Florida,’’ be-
cause of her passion for shaping our Nation’s 
young minds and providing a 21st century 
learning lab classroom for her students to 
learn and grow. In addition, her classroom has 
also been identified as a ‘‘Model STEAM 
Classroom’’ within the Santa Rosa County 
community and by the digital learning en-
hancement service, Discovery Education. 

Ms. Bunning is a leader in early childhood 
education and is to be commended for the 
solid foundations she has built for her stu-
dents. One of four STEAM Leaders at her 
school, she has written and received numer-
ous grants and coordinated training sessions 
for the X-STEM USA, solidifying Holly-Navarre 
Primary School’s status as a truly innovative 
school. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to congratulate 
Ms. Bunning on this well-earned achievement 
of Hurlburt Air Force Association Chapter 398 
High School Teacher of the Year for 2016 and 
thank her for her commitment to service and 
dedication to the Northwest Florida commu-
nity. My wife Vicki joins me in wishing Ms. 
Bunning all the best for continued success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL 
JOHN P. MCGOFF 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a distinguished Hoosier, Brigadier Gen-
eral John P. McGoff, who retires from the Indi-
ana Air National Guard after thirty-four years 
of honorable military service. 

General McGoff is the Assistant Adjutant 
General for the Indiana Air National Guard. 
Among his many responsibilities, he advises 
the Adjutant General on issues regarding the 
122nd Fighter Wing, 181st Intelligence Wing, 
Indiana Air Range Complex, and 207th 
Weather Flight. 

While attending medical school, General 
McGoff was commissioned into the Medical 
Service Corps and assigned to the 122nd TAC 
Fighter Wing in Fort Wayne. He was re-
commissioned in the Medical Corps and at-
tended the Aerospace Medicine Primary 
Course at Brooks AFB in Texas where he 
earned his wings. He has served in many ca-
pacities throughout the Indiana Air National 
Guard and twice led the 191st Medical Group 
to the Theodore Marr’s Award, the Air National 
Guard’s highest medical award, and the 
Spaatz trophy, the highest Reserve Compo-
nent award. 

General McGoff served our country in Eu-
rope and was the Chief of Emergency Serv-
ices at the 332nd EMDG, Joint Base Balad, 
Iraq. He has also served overseas tours in 
Turkey, Bahrain, Jordan, Antarctica, Germany, 
Korea, Japan, Guatemala, and Slovakia. Gen-
eral McGoff holds the aeronautical rating of 
Chief Flight Surgeon and has logged over 600 
hours, including 25.6 combat hours in many 
different military aircraft. He is a graduate of 
the Air War College and has received numer-
ous military awards and decorations. 

Dr. McGoff served the people of Indianap-
olis and Marion County as County Coroner 
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and is currently the Attending Emergency 
Room Physician at Community Hospitals of In-
dianapolis. He is a member of several medical 
and military organizations and earned the rank 
of Brigadier General in 2010. As one of my 
opponents for Indiana Secretary of State in 
2002, the way he carried himself helped make 
me a better candidate and officeholder. I will 
always appreciate his friendship and leader-
ship to our state and nation. 

Hoosiers and all Americans owe Brigadier 
General McGoff and his family gratitude for a 
job well done for our country. I wish him well 
in his post-retirement endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF 
MAYOR LARRY MORRISSEY AND 
THE COMMUNITY OF ROCKFORD 
TOWARD ENDING VETERAN 
HOMELESSNESS 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend and congratulate Mayor Larry Morrissey 
and the community of Rockford, Illinois, as 
they are recognized by the White House for 
their innovative and collaborative work to end 
veteran homelessness. 

Mayor Morrissey has been invited to facili-
tate a panel discussion at the White House 
today to share Rockford’s success in effec-
tively eliminating homelessness among vet-
erans within his community. Rockford was the 
first city in the nation to achieve a ‘‘functional 
zero’’ for homeless veterans, and has contin-
ued to do so for a consecutive year—serving 
as a model for other cities on how to ensure 
that all of our veterans have a place to call 
home. To achieve this result, the City of Rock-
ford has worked with housing, employment, 
and veteran groups to coordinate services so 
all who bravely served our country have per-
manent housing and support. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to again formally con-
gratulate Mayor Morrissey and the community 
of Rockford for being recognized for their 
great work. I am hopeful that communities 
across the country can learn from Rockford’s 
success and end veteran homelessness once 
and for all. 

f 

PEARLAND LADY OILERS RECEIVE 
NATIONAL HONORS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Pearland High School softball 
team for receiving two national honors. 

The Pearland Lady Oilers joined softball 
teams from across the country in raising 
$342,000 to support the National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association (NFCA) and the Amer-
ican Cancer Society’s StrikeOut Cancer initia-
tive. The Lady Oilers raised $4,000 for the or-
ganizations; more than any high school in the 
nation. The teams’ coaches, Laneigh Clark, 
Michele Hyden, Lori Boyd, Tiffany Neal and 
Lauren Martens, were also recognized as the 

NFCA Regional Coaching Staff of the Year. 
The Lady Oilers made it the 2016 Class 6A 
Texas state championship game before losing 
in the final round. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the Pearland Lady Oilers for receiving two 
national honors. We are very proud of them 
and look forward to seeing what they accom-
plish next season. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NEWTON COUNTY, 
INDIANA 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and salute Newton County, Indiana, 
as the Indiana Bicentennial Torch is scheduled 
to pass through the county on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 11, 2016. 

The county sits on the northwest part of In-
diana’s Fourth Congressional District. It was 
originally established in 1836, later abolished 
and combined with Jasper County, and then fi-
nally re-established on December 8, 1859, 
making it the last organized of Indiana’s nine-
ty-two counties. Newton County is named after 
Sgt. John Newton who served under General 
Francis Marion in the American Revolutionary 
War, and Kentland serves as its county seat. 
Newton County is home to the ‘‘Kentland Cra-
ter’’, which likely was created by the impact of 
a meteorite. 

In this year of the Hoosier Bicentennial, 
communities throughout the state are cele-
brating Indiana’s past and present through Bi-
centennial Legacy Projects. These projects 
are culturally inclusive, celebratory, engaging 
and inspiring to youth and young adults and 
create a legacy for the future. The multiple or-
ganizations responsible for the Legacy 
Projects throughout the county include The 
Nature Conservancy of Indiana and the New-
ton County Historical Society. Hoosiers look 
forward to their enduring contribution to our 
state’s legacy. 

And on this day, Mr. Speaker, in the year in 
which we are celebrating Indiana’s 200th birth-
day, I am proud to recognize Newton County 
for the contribution of its residents to the past, 
present and future of Indiana’s history. 

f 

CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS OF DR. LAMUEL 
STANISLAUS 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, on 
behalf of the people of the 9th Congressional 
district of New York, I wish to express my 
deepest, most heartfelt condolences to the 
family and friends of Dr. Lamuel Stanislaus. I 
stand today to honor and pay tribute to a man 
of high distinction, a man who was a pillar of 
my community, a neighbor, and a friend. His 
Excellency, Dr. Lamuel Stanislaus, who re-
cently transitioned from his mortal existence 
into immortality, has joined the ancestors at 
ninety-five years of age. 

Dr. Stanislaus was born on the beautiful is-
land nation of Grenada, Carriacou, and Petit 
Martinique. He came to the United States in 
1945 to further his education, ultimately earn-
ing both a Bachelor of Science and Doctor of 
Dental Surgery degree at Howard University 
here in Washington, D.C. 

He went on to practice dentistry in Wayne 
County, N.Y., before relocating to Brooklyn in 
1956 and establishing a practice in the Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant community, which he later 
moved to Downtown Brooklyn. That very same 
practice still exists today under the leadership 
of his proud son, Dr. Eugene Stanislaus. 

In 1985, Dr. Stanislaus was appointed Gre-
nada’s Ambassador at Large to the United Na-
tions, serving for two terms, from 1985 to 
1990 and again from 1998 to 2004. As a well- 
respected diplomat who was selected as Vice 
President of the General Assembly, Dr. 
Stanislaus formed partnerships with individuals 
such as New York State Governor Mario 
Cuomo and my predecessor, the Honorable 
Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, to estab-
lish a support system for the people of Gre-
nada, at home in the Tri-Island State, here in 
the U.S. and indeed, around the world. 

He received many honors for his work in-
cluding: the Insignia of Commander of the Brit-
ish Empire from the Queen of England; Knight 
Commander, the highest honor awarded by 
his native Grenada, Carriacou, and Petit Mar-
tinique; a Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Brooklyn District Attorney, and a Distin-
guished Service Award from the Brooklyn His-
torical Society. 

In addition, the contributions of Dr. 
Stanislaus were also critical to development of 
the West Indian-American Day Carnival Asso-
ciation and its signature event the West In-
dian-American Labor Day Parade into what 
has become a beautiful and world renowned 
celebration of culture that draws millions of 
people to central Brooklyn every year on 
Labor Day. 

Dr. Stanislaus was devoted to his wife of 
sixty-three years, Beryl, and to their five beau-
tiful, talented children Lamuel, Galen, Karen, 
Eugene, and John, and seven grandchildren. 

His lifetime of professionalism and service 
to others will forever demonstrate that people 
of good faith have the ability to impact the 
world and establish a legacy that following 
generations will continue to enjoy and benefit 
from. I am deeply honored to have known him 
as a dear friend. He served not only as a 
friend, but a mentor and advisor. He was a pil-
lar of integrity and strength to an emerging 
Caribbean-American community and indeed to 
all that he encountered. He will be sorely 
missed, but his legacy lives on through his 
family, friends and relations and the many 
lives that he touched throughout his lifetime in 
service to others. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ANNIE 
CARTER SAVAGE OF CENTURY, 
FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and dedicated service 
of Annie Carter Savage of Century, Florida 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:10 Nov 15, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A14NO8.080 E14NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1454 November 14, 2016 
who passed away on October 25th, 2016. 
Annie was a remarkable public servant who 
cared deeply for those in the community she 
served, and I am humbled to commemorate 
her life. 

Annie Carter was born to Thomas and Rosa 
Bell Carter in Wilcox County, Alabama on 
February 16, 1941. She attended Snow Hill In-
stitution Normal and graduated Industrial Insti-
tute in Snow Hill in 1960. Following her grad-
uation, Annie went on to pursue a cosme-
tology license in Birmingham, Alabama. From 
there she began her career with Mutual Sav-
ings Insurance Company, where she spent 
more than twenty years before retiring as a 
district manager. In 2011, Annie was ap-
pointed to the Century Town Council. Annie 
was a dedicated and effective public servant, 
and she won the confidence of her constitu-
ents, as evidenced by her election to serve a 
second four-year term as a councilwoman. 

In addition to her service to the Northwest 
Florida community, Annie was also a leader in 
the civic and religious community. For over 
sixty years, Annie remained a loyal and active 
member of the First Mt. Zion Baptist Church in 
Century, Florida. She served as church clerk 
for 28 years and in the church’s senior choir 
for 19 years. She also served as the district 
missionary for the First West Florida District 
Association, corresponding secretary for the 
Evergreen District Congress of Christian Edu-
cation and remained a faithful member of the 
Eastern Star. Caring for the community was 
more than a passion for Annie. In 2009, she 
and her husband opened their home as an 
outreach ministry for those in need of hot 
meals, transportation and spiritual guidance. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to honor the life of 
Annie Carter Savage. She will always be re-
membered by all of us in Northwest Florida as 
a true community leader. My wife Vicki and I 
offer our prayers for her husband, Deacon 
Lloyd Savage, three daughters; Lomonica 
Savage-Shoemo, Tarrant Savage, and Melody 
Trice; three grandchildren; two great-grand-
children; and the entire Savage family as we 
remember and honor the life of Annie Carter 
Savage. 

f 

IN HONOR OF PASTOR MICHELLE 
THOMAS’ SERVICE TO THE LEES-
BURG COMMUNITY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, please 
allow me to take a moment to recognize the 
significant accomplishments of Michelle Thom-
as, a remarkable individual from my district. A 
pastor in Leesburg, Virginia, Mrs. Thomas has 
dedicated her life to community service, pre-
serving African American culture, and, most 
importantly, to God. 

Pastor Thomas is the first African American 
woman to establish a church in Loudoun 
County, the Holy and Whole Life Changing 
Ministries. Inspired by her upbringing in her fa-
ther’s Pentecostal church, Pastor Thomas de-
cided to bring her message to the people of 
Loudoun. On November 19th, her ministry will 
celebrate its 10th anniversary. 

One of Pastor Thomas’ greatest achieve-
ments was her re-discovery of the Belmont 

Slave Cemetery. The land she recently pur-
chased for the expansion project of the Holy 
and Whole Life Changing Ministries sits atop 
what was once part of Thomas Lee’s planta-
tion. This discovery inspired her to create the 
Loudoun Freedom Center. The center is dedi-
cated to protecting African American cultural 
sites, resources, and communities through 
preservation and education. In recognition of 
her efforts, she became the first African Amer-
ican woman to be appointed to the Loudoun 
County Heritage Commission. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in sending our most sincere 
congratulations to Pastor Michelle Thomas for 
her tireless dedication to her community and 
her faith. Her actions will have an incredible 
impact on the Loudoun community and I wish 
her all the best in her future endeavors. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE HOPEWELL 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the 100 year celebration of the former 
Hopewell Congregational Methodist Church 
building. This building will become The Hope-
well Community Center at McCord’s Cross-
roads at the intersection of County Roads 16 
and 29 in Cherokee County. 

The church was built in 1916 and served its 
congregation for over 80 years before dis-
continuing services in 2000. The McCord’s 
Crossroads Homemakers Club saw the poten-
tial for the building and in 2011, the church’s 
Conference Board transferred the title of the 
building to the homemakers club. After a gen-
erous grant from the Coosa Valley Resource 
Conservation and Development Council, the 
building was moved from its original site to its 
current site today in 2014. 

After much hard work and restoration from 
fundraisers and the community, the structure 
shines once again to serve the community for 
another 100 years. 

On November 12, 2016, the community will 
celebrate the building and dedicate it as the 
new Hopewell Community Center at McCord’s 
Crossroads. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the 100 year celebration of this building and 
the future of The Hopewell Community Center. 

f 

HONORING RETIRED LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL LEO GRAY 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in honor and remembrance of Re-
tired Lieutenant Colonel Leo Gray. 

As one of the original members of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, Retired Lieutenant Colonel 
Leo Gray enlisted in the military after high 
school and became a valued member of the 
air force, logging 750 hours as a pilot in World 
War II. His service and sacrifice helped to se-
cure Allied victory in World War II. 

Moreover, along with other members of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, he was a pioneer of the 
Civil Rights Movement; combatting discrimina-
tion in our armed forces and serving as role 
models as our nation’s first African-American 
military aviators. 

After his service in the air force, he contin-
ued to play a critical role in the Civil Rights 
Movement through the Tuskegee Airmen Inc., 
which provides scholarships for underrep-
resented minorities studying aviation and aero-
space. 

It is with great honor that I recognize Re-
tired-Lieutenant Colonel Leo Gray, an Amer-
ican hero. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TIPPECANOE COUNTY, 
INDIANA 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and salute Tippecanoe County, Indi-
ana, as the Indiana Bicentennial Torch is 
scheduled to pass through the county on 
Wednesday, October 12, 2016. 

The county lies in the north-central part of 
Indiana’s Fourth Congressional District. Tippe-
canoe County was established on March 1, 
1826, and it was named for a Miami people 
term ‘‘Kethtippecanoogi’’ meaning a ‘‘place of 
the succor fish people’’. The county is the 
largest-populated county in the 4th District, 
and it is best known as the home of Purdue 
University and for the 1811 Battle of Tippe-
canoe. 

In this year of the Hoosier Bicentennial, 
communities throughout the state are cele-
brating Indiana’s past and present through Bi-
centennial Legacy Projects. These projects 
are culturally inclusive, celebratory, engaging 
and inspiring to youth and young adults and 
create a legacy for the future. The organiza-
tions responsible for the thirty-three Legacy 
Projects to-date throughout the county include 
the Indiana Native American Indiana Affairs 
Commission, Fairfield Township, West Lafay-
ette Parks and Recreation, Lilly Nature Center, 
Ivy Tech Community College—Lafayette, Pur-
due University, Indiana State Federation of 
Poetry Clubs, Lafayette School Corporation, 
The Society of Indiana Pioneers, Tippecanoe 
County 4–H Exhibit Association, Tippecanoe 
County Historical Association, West Lafayette 
Public Arts Team, NICHES Land Trust, Geog-
raphy Educators Network of Indiana, Old Tip-
pecanoe Quilt Guild, The Archaeological Con-
servancy, Purdue University College of Agri-
culture, West Lafayette Tree Friends, Tippe-
canoe County Parks, Art Museum of Greater 
Lafayette, Monticello-Union Township Public 
Library, Morton Community Center, Dani M. 
Tippmann, Bach Chorale Singers, Inc., Cath-
erine E. Mowery, Lafayette Symphony, Inc., 
Civic Theatre of Greater Lafayette, Haan Man-
sion Museum of IN Art, Grounds Depart-
ment—Physical Facilities Purdue University, 
Animalia, Inc., and the Tippecanoe County 
Public Library. Hoosiers look forward to their 
enduring contribution to our state’s legacy. 

And on this day, Mr. Speaker, in the year in 
which we are celebrating Indiana’s 200th birth-
day, I am proud to recognize Tippecanoe 
County for the contribution of its residents to 
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the past, present and future of Indiana’s his-
tory. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DAVY AND 
STRANGE FAMILIES AS THE 2016 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
OUTSTANDING FARM FAMILIES 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise to recognize the 
John Davy and Glen Strange Families of Al-
lentown for being selected as the 2016 Santa 
Rosa County, Florida, Outstanding Farm Fam-
ilies of the Year. 

Both John and Glen developed a love of 
farming from watching their fathers. In 1986, 
the two purchased a small 10 acre tree farm 
and became business partners when they 
founded Panhandle Growers, Inc the following 
year. The farm grows specimen trees between 
2″–4″ in diameter for landscaping purposes. 
Now, 30 years later, the farm has grown to 
350 acres and supplies trees throughout the 
Southeast. 

John and his wife Sara have two children; 
Elizabeth, who graduated from Auburn Univer-
sity in 2015, and Emmett, who is a junior at 
Pace High School. Sara works as a phar-
macist; and John, who enjoys growing enjoys 
growing camellias at home, has served three 
terms as president of the Pensacola Camellia 
Society. 

Glen and his wife Janet have three children; 
Ali, who has two children with her husband 
Ben; Nicole, who is a senior at Troy University 
School of Nursing and Thomas who is a soph-
omore at Pensacola State School of Business. 
In addition to running the farm, Glen also 
serves as the Director with Farm Credit of 
Northwest Florida. It is his hopes that the tra-
dition of farming will continue with his children 
and grandchildren. 

Both families are active members of the 
Olive Baptist Church. The Davys are parent 
volunteers with World Race Adventures in 
Missions and the Stranges participate in local 
and international missions. Glen serves on the 
missions board. 

Mr. Speaker, the Santa Rosa County Out-
standing Farm Family of the Year Award is a 
true reflection of the Davy and Strange fami-
lies’ tireless work and their dedication to family 
and farming. On behalf of the United States 
Congress, I would like to offer my congratula-
tions to the Davy and Strange families for 
being outstanding in their field. My wife Vicki 
and I extend our best wishes for their contin-
ued success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE AVETT BROTH-
ERS INDUCTION INTO THE 
NORTH CAROLINA MUSIC HALL 
OF FAME 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of my favorite bands, the Avett 

Brothers, who were inducted into the North 
Carolina Music Hall of Fame on October 20, 
2016. With this recognition, the band joins the 
ranks of the North Carolina music legends in-
cluding Andy Griffith, Charlie Daniels, and 
James Taylor. 

Raised in Concord, North Carolina, Scott 
and Seth Avett took an unlikely path to be-
coming the music icons they are today. Never 
forgetting their North Carolina roots, the band 
has traveled the world but still holds on to 
their humble beginnings. Before hitting the 
‘‘big time’’ the brothers explored every avenue 
they could to keep their music dreams alive. 
Whether it was selling shoes, working 20-hour 
shifts on movie sets, or pedaling grilled 
cheese sandwiches in the parking lot of Grate-
ful Dead shows they never lost sight of their 
dreams to connect people through their love of 
music. 

Together with Bob Crawford and Joe Kwon, 
the Avett Brothers have been delivering high 
energy performances since the turn of the 
century. From their father’s garage to the Late 
Show with David Letterman the band has cap-
tivated audiences with their ability to connect 
on a human level about shared experiences 
anyone can relate to. Their unique blend of 
rock and folk music with a 21st century spin 
has found a place in the hearts of people all 
over the world. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the Avett 
Brothers are extremely deserving of this rec-
ognition and I wish them the best as they tour 
the country and continue to be a great source 
of pride for Cabarrus County and all of North 
Carolina. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Scott, Seth, Bob, and Joe—the 
Avett Brothers—on their induction into the 
North Carolina Music Hall of Fame. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SACRIFICE OF 
SGT. DOUGLAS J. RINEY 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of U.S. Army Sgt. 
Douglas J. Riney who was killed in Kabul, Af-
ghanistan on October 19, 2016. I’ve always 
believed that the best way to really know who 
a person was, is to hear the memories from 
those who knew him best. As friends and fam-
ily members in Fairview and across our com-
munity have come together to mourn the loss 
of this true American hero, it’s clear that Sgt. 
Riney was a man who believed in the values 
that have made our nation strong. Like so 
many who grew up in Fairview, Sgt. Riney be-
lieved in service. After graduating from Spoon 
River Valley High School, Sgt. Riney became 
a volunteer firefighter with the Fairview Fire 
Protection District where he earned a reputa-
tion as a man who could always be counted 
on. 

In the United States Army, Sgt. Riney was 
deployed as part of Operation Enduring Free-
dom from July 2014 to February 2015. In June 
of this year, he was again deployed as part of 
Operation Freedom’s Sentinel. As part of the 
Support Squadron, 3rd Cavalry Regiment, 1st 

Cavalry Division, from Fort Hood, Texas, Sgt. 
Riney excelled at his work. Through the years, 
for his courage and commitment to getting the 
job done, Sgt. Riney was repeatedly recog-
nized as he earned many commendations in-
cluding the Purple Heart, the Bronze Star and 
the Army Commendation Medal. On that fate-
ful day in Kabul, our nation lost one of its fin-
est, and the community of Fairview lost one of 
its best. 

Mr. Speaker, as we mourn the loss of Sgt. 
Douglas J. Riney, let us also give thanks for 
the positive impact and legacy that he leaves 
behind. While words offer little consolation to 
soothe the pain of losing a loved one, our na-
tion offers its deepest condolences and heart-
felt gratitude to the family of Sgt. Riney, today 
and always. 

f 

HONORING KANSAS CITY’S 
FLIGHTLESS HONOR FLIGHT 
VETERANS 

HON. KEVIN YODER 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 17 Kansas City area veterans 
who took part in a special ‘‘Flightless’’ Honor 
Flight last week on Friday, November 11, 
2016—Veterans Day. Among other activities, 
the group had the opportunity to visit and tour 
the World War I Museum and Memorial, near 
my district in Kansas City. 

The Honor Flight Network’s mission is to 
transport America’s veterans to Washington, 
D.C. to visit the memorials dedicated to honor 
their service and sacrifices. However, this is 
not always possible, so the local extension, 
Honor Flight Kansas City, decided to start a 
Flightless Honor Flight program for those who 
are unable to make the trip to Washington. 

Now in its second year, the Flightless Honor 
Flight program has helped contribute to the 
goal of the national organization by continuing 
to honor those who have served. 

Representing every branch of the military, 
this unique group was made up of veterans 
who served in WWII, Korea, and Vietnam. The 
Veterans who participated are as follows: 
Tony Arnone, Air Force (Korea); Bill Barr, 
Navy (WWII); Russell Callahan, Coast Guard 
(WWII); Max Deweese, Marines (WWII/Korea); 
Bob Edwards, Army (Vietnam); Mike Elrod, 
Army (Vietnam); Ace Fasenmayer, Army 
(WWII); Tom Garrett, Navy (Korea); Floyd 
Greenwood, Army (Korea); Clyde Reece 
Hulet, Army (WWII); George Nicholson, Army 
(Korea); Dennis Owens, Marines (Vietnam); 
Agapito ‘‘Pete’’ Sanchez, Army (Vietnam); 
Juanita Smith, Navy (WWII); Robert Willis 
Sprague, Army (Vietnam); Delbert Stephens, 
Navy (WWII); Gene Taylor, Navy (Korea). 

Each of these brave Americans deserves 
our everlasting thanks for their contributions to 
the war effort, and for their sacrifice on behalf 
of our country and way of life. 

On behalf of a grateful country, we say 
thank you for your service. 
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CONGRATULATING THE LANGLEY 

HIGH SCHOOL BOY’S GOLF TEAM 
ON WINNING THE VIRGINIA 6A 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Langley High School golf team 
on winning the Virginia 6A state golf cham-
pionship. Their dedication, hard work, and per-
severance helped earn their school its first 
state championship in golf since 2011. This 
achievement comes in spite of the physical 
hardships and tough course conditions the 
team endured during the final round. 

The night before the second and final round, 
senior Brandon Berry came down with what 
was likely food poisoning. His condition had 
him bedridden for almost 14 hours. Neverthe-
less, Brandon took the course for the final 
round and recorded a 77. Also two freshmen, 
Nikita Gubenko and Brian Feinstein, recorded 
rounds of 75 and 80, respectively. Nikita’s 
round was Langley’s lowest of the day and 
helped the Saxons secure a 22–shot victory. It 
is this dedication that creates the level of ex-
cellence which these young men have 
achieved. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the Langley Saxons on 
winning the Virginia 6A state golf champion-
ship. I am proud to represent these students 
and wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors. 

f 

HONORING STEVE NAKAJO 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Steve Nakajo who has served as the execu-
tive director of Kimochi, Inc. for 45 years and 
has grown the organization into one of the 
most precious senior service organizations in 
the Bay Area. Steve is a sensei in every 
sense of the word: a respected person who 
has achieved a high level of mastery in his 
skills. He leaves behind an incredible legacy 
which frankly few of us do. I am honored to 
call him a friend and colleague for over 20 
years. 

Steve co-founded Kimochi in 1971 to bring 
social services to non-English speaking, first 
generation Japanese Americans in San Fran-
cisco’s Japantown. Today, Kimochi provides 
3,000 seniors from San Francisco and sur-
rounding communities with services including 
transportation, nutrition, day care, housing, re-
ferral, consumer education, social services, 
and in-home care every year. 

The creation of Kimochi Inc., which means 
feeling in Japanese, was inspired by the feel-
ing for elders, first generation Japanese Amer-
icans or Issei, by third generation Japanese 
Americans or Sansei. The Sansei recognized 
that language and cultural barriers prevented 
the Issei from accessing every-day services, 
so they helped them to apply for government 
services or health benefits, they offered trans-
portation and walking escorts, and they made 

sure seniors could safely leave and return to 
their homes. The appreciation of the elders’ 
sacrifices and hardships is integral to the or-
ganization’s philosophy and Steve has been 
the embodiment of that philosophy. Respect, 
gratitude and love for the elders are ex-
pressed through the services that allow each 
generation to age with dignity, pride, support 
and friendship. 

Steve’s commitment to Kimochi has been 
unwavering and recognized around the world. 
In 1999, he addressed the Japanese National 
Conference on Aging in Tokyo on the history 
and philosophy of Kimochi, Inc. as the only 
U.S. delegate invited to the conference. In 
2002, he addressed the San Diego Nikkey El-
derly Forum. In 2007, he joined Mayor Gavin 
Newsom in Osaka to celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the San Francisco—Osaka Sister 
City relationship. In 2013, he was honored by 
the San Francisco Consul General of Japan 
for Kimochi Home’s 30th anniversary. Earlier 
this year, it was my honor to help cut the rib-
bon on the new Kimochi House San Mateo, 
yet another grand vision of Steve Nakajo. 

For the last 45 years, Steve has also been 
an instructor and lecturer in Japanese Amer-
ican and Asian Studies, sociology, social work, 
critical thinking and ethnic sensitivity training 
at San Francisco State University, San Jose 
State University and City College of San Fran-
cisco. His teaching career started in the Japa-
nese American Studies Program in SFSU’s 
School of Ethnic Studies. His co-instructors 
were the late Edison Uno and Dudly Yasuda. 
Uno, a civil rights advocate, was best known 
for his opposition to the internment of Japa-
nese Americans during World War II. Dudly 
was a psychology professor who was trag-
ically murdered by one of his former students. 

Steve has further contributed to the commu-
nity by being one of the original organizers of 
the San Francisco Nihonmachi Street Fair and 
by being active with San Francisco’s 
Japantown Cherry Blossom Festival for 46 
years. He has also been on the San Francisco 
Fire Commission for 20 years and served on 
the San Francisco Arts Commission. 

Steve, originally from Salt Lake City, re-
ceived his education in San Francisco. He at-
tended Morning Star School and Sacred Heart 
High School and earned his Bachelor’s degree 
in Social Science and his Master’s degree in 
Social Work from SFSU. He and his wife Etsie 
have three children—Devon, Tracey and 
Lexus—and four grandsons—Yuki, Kai, Kyle 
and Jaden. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in honoring a remarkable 
man and teacher who has helped shape the 
fabric of San Francisco for almost half a cen-
tury. Steve Nakajo may be retiring today, but 
his contributions and philosophy will resonate 
for generations to come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OPELIKA CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the 75th anniversary of the Opelika 
Chamber of Commerce in Opelika, Alabama. 

The Opelika Chamber was organized on 
January 13, 1941, and incorporated on August 
26th by Homer Carter, Yetta G. Samford, 
R.W. Williams, Edward M. Roberts, Jr., Win-
ston Smith T, A.L. Screws, A.C. Tatum, D.W. 
Ward, John L. Whatley and John D. 
McKibben. As recorded in the original Petition 
for Incorporation, the Chamber is to ‘‘promote 
the commercial, industrial, agricultural and 
civic interest of the City of Opelika and the 
surrounding territory; to promote integrity and 
good faith, just and equitable principles in 
business. . .’’ These words still ring true 
today. 

The Opelika Chamber has been instru-
mental in the growth and prosperity of the City 
of Opelika. Each year, the Chamber hosts 
over 200 events, program and advertising op-
portunities for its members. 

Today, the Opelika Chamber is housed in 
the Whitfield-Duke-Searcy Home, built in 
1895, at 601 Avenue A. 

On December 15, 2016, there will be a cele-
bration of the past 75 years held at The 
Aeerie. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Opelika Chamber of Commerce on 
their 75th anniversary and wish them many, 
many more. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MINNESOTA VAL-
LEY NATIONAL WILDLIFE REF-
UGE 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Min-
nesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. Estab-
lished in 1976, this refuge managed by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provides vital 
habitat for migratory water fowl, fish and other 
species. The Minnesota Valley National Wild-
life Refuge is a wonderful example of Min-
nesota’s commitment to conservation and the 
environment. 

The Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Ref-
uge offers a world class opportunity to experi-
ence Minnesota’s natural landscape and view 
wildlife, starting from the heart of the Twin Cit-
ies metropolitan area in Bloomington stretch-
ing more than 70 miles along the Minnesota 
River to Henderson, Minnesota. More than 
5,000 acres of the 14,000 acre refuge are pro-
tected as Waterfowl Production Areas. During 
peak migration periods, visitors are witness to 
exceptional bird watching as hundreds of thou-
sands of waterfowl, songbirds, and raptors are 
funneled into the valley along their migratory 
routes. 

Another significant focus of the Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge is land con-
servation and management of habitats ranging 
from wetlands, to floodplain forest, to tall grass 
prairie. These diverse habitats are actively 
managed using modern conservation tech-
niques such as biological control, prescribed 
burning and invasive plant removal to benefit 
the resident plants and animals. Refuge staff 
also reaches out to private local land owners 
on conservation and restoration efforts to en-
hance wildlife habitat within the region. 

Minnesotans are steadfast stewards of the 
beautiful and diverse natural environments 
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that make up our great state. The refuge is a 
shining example of our partnership with the 
federal government to preserve these beautiful 
natural resources in the heart of our Metropoli-
tan Region. Mr. Speaker, please join me in 
paying tribute to the forty years of dedicated 
work by the federal employees and volunteers 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service whose ef-
forts will continue in order to protect Min-
nesota wildlife and habitat at the Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MANASSAS PARK 
CITY SCHOOLS 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Manassas Park City School sys-
tem as they celebrate their 40th anniversary 
as a School Division in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. The Manassas Park City School sys-
tem was the last school division to be ap-
proved for formation by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education in 1976, as the City of Ma-
nassas Park became the last town in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to receive City sta-
tus. 

The beginnings for the school system 40 
years ago were not ideal. After a last minute 
move for independence from Prince William 
County, both the government and the schools 
were created with no infrastructure or financial 
support. In spite of these obstacles, the four 
schools which make up the Manassas Park 
City School system have become a successful 
part of a thriving community. Thanks to dedi-
cated faculty and staff, Manassas Park City 
Schools are achieving remarkable things: a 
one-to-one digital conversion, a new balanced 
calendar, improved community engagement, 
and outstanding academic performance. 

Coming from a family of educators, I appre-
ciate the invaluable role that administrators, 
teachers, and support staff play in inspiring 
our students. The work Manassas Park City 
Schools have done, and continue to do, with 
young men and women will be of great value 
to our community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the 
importance of the Manassas Park City School 
system’s 40th anniversary and what it rep-
resents for the city’s residents, students, and 
staff. I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Manassas Park City Schools and 
to thank them for their service to the children 
of Manassas Park. I wish them all well in their 
future endeavors. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF EL CENTRO 

HON. KEVIN YODER 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of El Centro in 

Kansas City, Kansas. El Centro was estab-
lished in 1976 as a place where the Kansas 
City, Kansas’ Hispanic population could come 
together and form a sense of connectedness 
within their communities. 

El Centro began with just a $10,000 grant 
from the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kan-
sas, and with the hard work and dedication of 
caring community members it has grown to 3 
locations in my district, serving more than 
12,000 individuals and families per year. 

El Centro could not be what it is today with-
out the efforts of its President and CEO Irene 
Caudillo. Irene has a long history of improving 
our community by creating children and youth 
programs for nonprofit organizations, including 
El Centro and Wyandotte Mental Health Asso-
ciation in Wyandotte County. 

I’ve had the privilege of getting to know 
Irene over the years during my visits to El 
Centro’s Head Start program, Academy for 
Children, which aims to help Pre-K students 
receive strong early-childhood educational op-
portunities and set them up for success. Irene 
also serves on my Hispanic Advisory Com-
mittee, is a school board member in Kansas 
City, Kansas, and a great leader and role 
model in the Kansas City community. 

Mr. Speaker, our community is stronger be-
cause of El Centro, where their mission is to 
strengthen communities and improve lives of 
Latinos and others through educational, social, 
and economic opportunities. I look forward to 
our continued work together. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ALABAMA FARM-CITY 
WEEK 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the 60th Anniversary of Alabama Farm- 
City Week. 

Over the past 60 years during the week of 
Thanksgiving; Farm-City week is observed to 
express gratitude for the bounty with which 
God has blessed our land while recognizing 
our farmers and communities who help make 
the Agriculture industry so successful. 

In our great state, Agriculture and related in-
dustries provide over half a million good-pay-
ing jobs. During Farm-City week, I hope every-
one in East Alabama will recognize our farm-
ers and be appreciative of all they do. 

In Alabama, the 2016 Farm-City theme is 
‘‘Agriculture: Stewards of a Healthy Planet.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the 60th Anniversary of Farm-City week. 

f 

OUTDOOR RECREATION’S 
ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I com-
mend the House on its adoption of the Out-

door Recreation’s Economic Contributions Act, 
which directs the Department of Commerce’s 
Bureau of Economic Analysis to assess and 
analyze the U.S. outdoor recreation economy 
and the effects attributable to it on the overall 
U.S. economy. 

In Oregon and across the country, an in-
creasing number of Americans enjoy recre-
ating outdoors. In fact, at least two-thirds of 
Oregonians participate in outdoor recreation 
each year. From the magnificent Columbia 
River Gorge to trails and creeks throughout 
our forests, canyons, and deserts, these open 
spaces and recreation areas are vital to indi-
viduals, families, businesses, and commu-
nities. 

Outdoor recreation opportunities in Oregon 
and nationwide support healthy communities, 
create jobs, generate tax revenue, and sup-
port a high quality of life. Americans spend 
$646 billion per year on outdoor recreation 
gear, vehicles, trips, and more. In Oregon, 
outdoor recreation generates over $12 billion 
in consumer spending, tens of thousands of 
jobs, and $4 billion in wages and salaries. Ad-
ditionally, supporting sustainable outdoor 
recreation can also help protect important eco-
logical, watershed, and fish and wildlife values 
that underpin high quality recreation experi-
ences. 

Outdoor recreation is vitally important to Or-
egonians and Oregon’s economy, and this leg-
islation will provide us with the information 
needed to guide our land and water policy to 
support this important industry. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CARL THEODORE 
WOLF, JR. 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to my friend and proud 
Navy veteran Carl Theodore Wolf, Jr., who 
passed away on Sunday, November 6, 2016. 
Carl was a caring member of his community, 
and he will be deeply missed. 

Carl served in the U.S. Navy for ten years 
with honor and distinction. While serving in 
Germany on the Rhine River Patrol, Carl met 
his wife Anneliese. After their marriage on No-
vember 6, 1955, Carl and Anneliese made 
their first home in San Diego, California. A few 
years later, they would celebrate the birth of 
their daughter Brigitte. In 1967, the Wolf family 
picked up and settled down in Reseda, Cali-
fornia. 

Carl loved his country and his family. He 
was an avid reader and especially enjoyed 
history books. Carl truly enjoyed talking to 
people and relished recounting stories about 
his travels around the world while serving in 
the Navy. 

Carl’s dedication to his work, family, and 
country are a testament to a life lived well and 
a legacy that will continue. I was proud to call 
Carl my friend and I will deeply miss him. I ex-
tend my condolences to Carl’s family and 
friends; although Carl may be gone, the light 
and goodness he brought to the world remains 
and will never be forgotten. 
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RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF LA COMUNIDAD 
NEWS 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize La Comunidad News and its found-
er and publisher, Rafael Viscarra on the occa-
sion of the 25th anniversary of the Latino 
newspaper’s publication. In the 2nd Congres-
sional District of Wisconsin, we are fortunate 
to have such a longstanding newspaper fo-
cused on ‘‘helping, empowering and serving 
the Latino community,’’ as its mission states. 

The newspaper began when Rafael Viscarra 
and his son, Dante Viscarra, sought a way to 
keep our growing Latino community informed 
and participating in the community and the 
democratic system. 

The newspaper was Madison’s first Span-
ish-language newspaper, beginning publication 
under the name Spanish News/La Nación. 
Today it continues to celebrate Latino holidays 
and culture. It honors the achievements of 
community members, as well as connecting 
people within the Latino community and in-
forming our broader community. 

In its 25 years of publication, La Comunidad 
has been an important voice as the Latino 
population has grown from several thousand 
people to more than 30,000 residents from di-
verse nationalities in the newspaper’s Dane 
County readership area. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize La 
Comunidad News for its service and contribu-
tions to our community. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ELIZABETH HILL 
MORROW’S PARTICIPATION IN 
THE 2015 UNITED STATES POLICE 
AND FIRE GAMES AND 2015 
WORLD POLICE AND FIRE 
GAMES 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Elizabeth Hill Morrow for her participation 
in the 2015 United States Police and Fire 
Games in San Diego, California and the 2015 
World Police and Fire Games in Fairfax, Vir-
ginia. 

Morrow, a Jacksonville State University Po-
lice Officer, participated in these two events by 
competing in a total of five individual events 
and received a total of five Gold Medals. 

Elizabeth is a native of Randolph County, 
Alabama. She is a graduate of Handley High 
School in Roanoke, Alabama and a graduate 
of Troy University with a Bachelor of Science 
in Criminal Justice and Jacksonville State Uni-
versity with a Master’s in Emergency Manage-
ment. Elizabeth joined the Jacksonville State 
University Police Department in 2006. She 
and her husband Fred currently reside in the 
Jacksonville area. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Elizabeth on her accomplishments in the 
2015 United States Police and Fire Games 
and the 2015 World Police and Fire Games. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, due to 
unavoidable travel delays, I missed two roll 
call votes. Had I been present for the vote on 
H.R. 985, the Concrete Masonry Products Re-
search, Education, and Promotion Act of 2015, 
as amended (Roll Call No. 575), I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ This bill will allow concrete ma-
sonry producers to establish a ‘‘check-off’’ pro-
gram at the Department of Commerce. This 
coordinated program will fund research, edu-
cation and promotion to improve, maintain and 
develop markets for concrete masonry prod-
ucts. 

Had I been present for the vote on H.R. 
2669, the Anti-Spoofing Act (Roll Call No. 
576), I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ This bill will 
extend the prohibition on transmitting inac-
curate caller ID information to anyone located 
in the United States—including through Voice- 
over-Internet (VolP) calls or text messages 
sent to mobile phones. Current law only cov-
ers voice calls. 

f 

PASSING MENTAL HEALTH 
REFORM 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of passing 
mental health reform in the Senate prior to the 
end of the 114th Congress. As the original 
lead democratic cosponsor of H.R. 2646, the 
Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act, I 
was proud to work on the legislation for three 
years as to see it pass the House in July. 

As the days remaining in the 114th Con-
gress dwindle, there is still a long list of unfin-
ished business that Republicans in the House 
and the Senate must make a priority. Since 
the Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis 
Act was bipartisan and passed the House with 
a vote of 422–2, mental health reform is 
something we can all agree on right now. 

We can all agree that the severely mentally 
ill are largely untreated and undiagnosed in 
this country. We can all agree that the home-
less and prison population are particularly vul-
nerable to mental illness, and that these are 
the individuals that get the least amount of at-
tention and access to mental health services. 
We can all agree that unnecessary barriers 
exist between physicians and caregivers who 
only want to help their loved ones. We can all 
agree that there are not enough psychiatric 
hospital beds available for individuals experi-
encing a crisis. We can all agree that addi-
tional federal coordination is necessary to 
change and elevate these issues. 

The need for change to how we operate our 
federal mental health system and how we 
treat patients with severe mental illness is 
now. Patients, families, and physicians cannot 
wait any longer. I urge my colleagues in the 
Senate to consider and pass mental health re-
form before the end of the 114th Congress. 
Our individuals with mental illness cannot af-
ford to start over again. 

INAUGURATION OF REBECCA 
KOENIG ROLOFF AS THE 11TH 
PRESIDENT OF ST. CATHERINE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate Ms. ReBecca 
Koenig Roloff, who was inaugurated as the 
11th President of St. Catherine University in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota on October 11, 2016. 
Throughout her career, Ms. Roloff has earned 
the respect of her peers and colleagues by 
her extraordinary leadership abilities, quickly 
rising through the ranks of every organization 
she has been a part of, and leaving legacies 
of success along the way. 

The first time that ReBecca Roloff set foot 
on the campus of St. Catherine University, she 
was a teenage prospective student. Growing 
up in Dickinson, North Dakota, she had never 
met a female doctor, engineer, or lawyer. 
However, when she arrived at St. Kate’s as it 
is known, she was astounded to see that the 
entire institution, from the administration to the 
professors, was led by highly educated profes-
sional women. The impact on Ms. Roloff was 
both immediate, and long lasting. She went on 
to graduate cum laude from St. Catherine Uni-
versity in 1976 and later earn a Master’s of 
Business Administration with distinction from 
Harvard Business School in 1982. 

Beginning her career as a grain merchant 
for Cargill, Ms. Roloff moved up to senior 
management positions at Pillsbury and later 
became senior vice president of Global Finan-
cial Advice and Systems at American Express 
Financial Advisors in Minneapolis. In this role 
she oversaw the $90 million core business 
and transformed the sales systems used by 
over 10,000 advisors. 

Ms. Roloff’s success in business was cou-
pled with a growing desire to serve in a posi-
tion with a broader mission to impact the com-
munity. She was named Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the Minneapolis YWCA, a role where 
she would directly work to empower women 
and girls and achieve success by breaking 
down barriers of class and race. 

Ms. Roloff’s sharp business acumen, pas-
sion for social justice, and impressive creden-
tials were qualities that put her at the top of 
a national search by the University of St. 
Catherine Board of Trustees when they were 
seeking the candidate to be named the 11th 
president. As an alumna of St. Kate’s, Ms. 
Roloff deeply understands and embodies the 
institution’s foundational principles of advanc-
ing women’s education through the Catholic 
traditions of intellectual inquiry, social justice, 
and liberal arts. As a fellow alumna myself, I 
have no doubt that she will bring her deep 
passion, intelligence and leadership to this po-
sition. The faculty, staff, and especially stu-
dents of St. Catherine University will benefit 
from her caring guidance and stewardship of 
the institution that thrust her on to the path 
that would eventually lead her back home. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Ms. ReBecca Koenig Roloff, the 11th 
President of St. Catherine University in Saint 
Paul, Minnesota. 
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TRIBUTE TO OPERATION 

RECOGNITION CLASS OF 2016 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
proud recognition of the Operation Recognition 
Class of 2016. Operation Recognition is a pro-
gram organized by the Riverside County Of-
fice of Education, with assistance from the 
Riverside County Department of Veteran’s 
Services, that presents diplomas to residents 
of Riverside County who missed completing 
high school due to military service in World 
War II, the Korean War, or the Vietnam War, 
or due to internment in WWII Japanese-Amer-
ican relocation camps. 

Riverside County’s Operation Recognition is 
modeled after programs implemented in other 
states. Numerous county offices of education 
and school districts throughout California oper-
ate similar programs. The programs are yet 
another way to express our appreciation and 
gratitude for the significant contributions and 
sacrifices made by our veterans. 

The Operation Recognition Class of 2016 
includes: John Danahy, Wildomar, US Army, 
Vietnam War; James Milton Hannibal, 
Temecula, US Air Force, Vietnam War; Leon-
ard W. Heiselt, Murrieta, US Navy, Vietnam 
War; James William Hicks, Cherry Valley, US 
Army, Vietnam War; Alvin C. Horn, Moreno 
Valley, US Air Force, Korean War; Edward 
Patrick Mata, Riverside, US Army, World War 
II (posthumously); Robert Navarro, Riverside, 
US Army, Korean War; Walter Schedler, 
Murrieta, US Army, World War II; and Tony M. 
Tovar, Riverside, US Army, Korean War. 

On behalf of all Riverside County residents 
and a grateful nation, I want to thank these 
veterans for their service to our country and 
congratulate them on being part of the Oper-
ation Recognition Class of 2016. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ERNIE SMITH IN 
THE SECOND SESSION OF THE 
114TH CONGRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ernie 
Smith of Red Oak, Iowa, for being named by 
the Guinness Book of World Records as the 
oldest active pilot in the world. 

Ernie has been a licensed pilot since Sep-
tember 15, 1942. For the past 74 years, local 
friends have known that, if you cannot find 
Ernie nearby, he is probably up in the sky. In 
January 2016, Red Oak Airport Manager 
Kevin McGrew and other community leaders 
nominated him for the distinction of ‘‘oldest ac-
tive pilot in the world.’’ Later this spring, they 
videotaped a flight to authenticate his activity 
in the air. The official pronouncement from the 
Guinness Book of World Records came re-
cently, confirming that Ernie Smith, 98, is offi-
cially ‘‘the oldest active pilot in the world,’’ 
soaring beyond the previous record by five 
years. 

Ernie told Omaha, Nebraska-based KMTV- 
TV last December why he likes to fly: ‘‘I say, 

well, I don’t know how to tell you, but you 
come out some morning before daylight and 
go out and watch that sun come up over the 
horizon and you’ll have your answer.’’ Ernie 
still flies in a rented plane, usually two times 
a week. He even braved foggy weather condi-
tions to celebrate his 98th birthday in the sky 
last December. 

Mr. Speaker, it is because of Iowans like 
Ernie that I’m proud to represent our great 
state in the United States Congress. I ask that 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives join me in congratulating him 
for this outstanding accomplishment and in 
wishing him nothing but continued success. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF ASSISTANT AD-
JUTANT GENERAL, MAJOR GEN-
ERAL ALLEN E. BREWER OF MIS-
SISSIPPI 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Major General Allen E. Brewer, the 
Assistant Adjutant General of Mississippi, for 
his service in the National Guard. He will retire 
his time in uniform after 37 years of loyal serv-
ice to Mississippi and the United States. Major 
General Brewer was appointed Assistant Adju-
tant General—Army, in October 2015. As the 
Assistant Adjutant General, he has guided the 
formulation, development and implementation 
of all programs and policies affecting the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard and its nearly 
10,000 Citizen Soldiers. 

Beginning his service in July of 1979, Major 
General Brewer distinguished himself through 
exceptional meritorious service while per-
forming in many positions of responsibility, cul-
minating as The Assistant Adjutant General for 
the State of Mississippi. Major General Brewer 
demonstrated his professionalism, and a God- 
given gift for leadership while serving the Mis-
sissippi National Guard. He was selected as 
the Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations/G3 for 
the Mississippi National Guard. Due to his ex-
ceptional performance in readiness and plan-
ning, he was selected as Commander, Special 
Operations Detachment South where he was 
responsible for all aspects of a Special Oper-
ations Headquarters functions and com-
manded the unit during combat operations in 
Afghanistan in 2012. 

During his command in Special Forces, 
Major General Brewer was requested by name 
to serve as the Land Component Commander 
for the 3RD Air Force—Blue Flag 10–1 exer-
cise at Hurlburt Field, FL. His vast experience 
of producing results led to his election as na-
tional chairman for the Special Operations Ad-
visory Committee. 

Major General Brewer’s exemplary service 
in positions of increasing responsibility led to 
his selection as the Director of the Joint Staff, 
Mississippi National Guard in July 2012 and a 
subsequent promotion to Brigadier General. 
Major General Brewer supervised and directed 
the Mississippi Army National Guard’s accom-
plishment and management of budgets and 
resources for many of the major Army Na-
tional Guard Programs. His service to the Ad-
jutant General as an advisor and counsel for 
the development of Joint Strategic Plans and 

Programs for Joint Training and Exercises was 
above reproach due to his extensive back-
ground during his career. 

Receiving over 25 awards and honors in his 
time in the military, Major General Brewer’s 
service in a myriad of positions was instru-
mental to the successes enjoyed by the Mis-
sissippi National Guard units during numerous 
combat deployments and domestic responses. 
He passionately displayed hard work and 
dedication focusing on providing ready Sol-
diers and units to the defense of the nation. 
Major General Brewer’s service and accom-
plishments have had a positive and lasting im-
pact on the Mississippi National Guard as well 
as the United States Army. 

I would like to extend my best wishes to 
Major General Allen E. Brewer upon his retire-
ment from the Mississippi National Guard and 
future endeavors and a heartfelt thank you to 
him and his family for their service to this na-
tion, and our state. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JULIE WALTERS IN 
THE SECOND SESSION OF THE 
114TH CONGRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Julie Wal-
ters, of Villisca, Iowa, for being selected as a 
2016 Women Impacting the Land award re-
cipient. 

The Women Impacting the Land award 
showcases Iowa women for their contributions 
to managing farmland and livestock. Ms. Wal-
ters is a farmer in addition to serving as the 
Page County Clerk of Court for 31 years. She 
has participated in Annie’s Project and 
Women Managing Cattle in 2010 and 2014. 
She is constantly learning about her family’s 
cattle operation and making changes to im-
prove their farm’s productivity. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Julie Wal-
ters demonstrates the rewards of harnessing 
one’s talents and improving themselves and 
their business through education. Her efforts 
embody the Iowa spirit and I am honored to 
represent her in the United States Congress. 
I know all of my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives will join me 
in congratulating Julie for her achievements 
and wish her nothing but continued success. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MANGOLD FORD IN 
EUREKA, IL 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
commemorate Mike Mangold and Mangold 
Ford, in Eureka, Illinois, for 60 years of out-
standing service to our community. 

Charles and Mary Mangold first opened the 
doors of Mangold Ford in 1956 with the inten-
tion of providing quality service based on 
Christian principles. Because of their faith and 
acumen, their dealership now employs over 
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thirty dedicated employees varying from man-
agement, front office, and service teams who 
work tirelessly to ensure the utmost customer 
satisfaction. 

The employees at Mangold Ford, throughout 
its history, continue to make car buying an en-
joyable experience for all customers. For the 
past thirteen consecutive years, Mangold Ford 
has been awarded the President’s Award, an 
honor given to dealerships that have a con-
sistent record of customer satisfaction and 
high-quality service. Beyond exceptional serv-
ice, Mangold Ford has also played a signifi-
cant philanthropic role in our community, par-
taking in and contributing to many local chari-
table events. 

I am thankful that America has been a 
country where hard-working families with a vi-
sion, such as the Mangold’s, can grow their 
small business, employ others, and impact 
their community in a positive manner. I extend 
my sincere congratulations to Mr. Mike 
Mangold, his family, and the staff of Mangold 
Ford on an outstanding sixty years and I wish 
them sixty more prosperous years. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE 2016 NODAWAY 
VALLEY BOYS CROSS COUNTRY 
TEAM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the 
Nodaway Valley High School Boys Cross 
Country team for winning the Iowa Class 1A 
State Cross Country Championship for two 
consecutive years. 

I would like to congratulate each member of 
the team: 

Runners: Shane Breheny, Tyler Breheny, 
Matthew Dickinson, Brayten Funke, Dallas 
Kreager, Skyler Rawlings, Brycen Wallace, 
Joel Blazek 

Head Coach: Darrell Burmeister 
Assistant Coaches: Dave Swanson, Phyllis 

Eshelman, Alyse Dreher 
Mr. Speaker, the two-year-long success of 

this team validates the rewards of hard work, 
perseverance, and teamwork. I am honored to 
represent them in the United States Congress. 
I know all of my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives will join me 
in congratulating the entire team for another 
successful season and in wishing them all 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

COMMEMORATING TRI-VALLEY EL-
EMENTARY SCHOOL FOR RECEIV-
ING THE NATIONAL BLUE RIB-
BON 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to honor Tri-Valley Elementary School in 
Downs, Illinois for receiving the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education National Blue Ribbon. 

Since 1982, the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation has awarded the Blue Ribbon to 

schools across the country based on their 
overall academic excellence. This year, 329 
schools in the nation were awarded the Na-
tional Blue Ribbon, including Tri-Valley Ele-
mentary School in Illinois’ 18th District. Tri-Val-
ley prides itself on their academic excellence 
and a proactive student body. The school of-
fers a variety of clubs, intramural sports, and 
volunteer opportunities for its students, faculty, 
and parents. 

Additionally, Tri-Valley Elementary School 
has been awarded the Illinois State Board of 
Education Academic Excellence Award every 
year since the mid-2000’s. Led by Principal 
Sara Burnett, the faculty has developed an ef-
fective curriculum to meet the academic needs 
of all students. Beginning in Pre-K, students at 
Tri-Valley develop the skills necessary to be-
come life-long learners. 

It is an honor to represent the students, fac-
ulty, and administrators at Tri-Valley Elemen-
tary School. Their dedication to education, and 
their students, makes them a deserving recipi-
ent of the National Blue Ribbon, and more im-
portantly, an example for schools all across 
the nation. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE VAN GELDER 
FAMILY IN THE SECOND SES-
SION OF THE 114TH CONGRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate The Van 
Gelder Family of Creston, Iowa, for being hon-
ored with the Pork All-American Award from 
the Iowa Pork Producers Association (IPPA). 

Since 1970, the All-American Award is the 
highest honor of the Iowa Pork Producers As-
sociation awards, requiring the producer to be 
under the age of 40 and recognized as a Mas-
ter Pork Producer. Brad Van Gelder and his 
wife, Terri, have operated their 4,000-head op-
eration for 17 years, currently serving 50 local 
barns. They apply 14 million gallons of ma-
nure annually to customers through his ma-
nure application business. The wean-to-finish 
operation prides itself on providing a com-
fortable, ventilated environment for the pigs, 
as well as a high level of bio-security for the 
health of the pigs and the employees who 
oversee them. The Van Gelder family is com-
mitted to conservation, using low disturbance 
application toolbars on their manure equip-
ment, and maintaining a majority of their 820 
row crops acres as no-till. 

The Van Gelders are equally active in their 
community. With their two daughters, Alison 
and Morgan, they keep busy through their in-
volvement in church, school, 4–H, the Union 
County Pork Producers, IPPA Youth Com-
mittee, as well as the Iowa Pork Tent Com-
mittee at the Iowa State Fair. Brad also serves 
as the Union County Fair Board President with 
his daughters showing cattle each year. 

I congratulate the Van Gelders on earning 
this coveted award and for their dedication 
and commitment to Iowa agriculture. Their ef-
forts embody the Iowa spirit and I am honored 
to represent them in the United States Con-
gress. I urge my colleagues in the U.S. House 
of Representatives to join me in congratulating 
the Brad and Terri Van Gelder family. 

COMMEMORATING EXECUTIVE DI-
RECTOR JERRY TRECEK OF PEO-
RIA RESCUE MINISTRIES 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor Reverend Jerry Trecek for his work as 
the Executive Director of Peoria Rescue Min-
istries for the past 45 years. 

As Executive Director, Rev. Trecek over-
sees the five divisions of Peoria Rescue Min-
istries, which include Peoria Rescue Mission, 
Victory Acres, Barnabas Center, Women’s 
Pregnancy Center and Esther House. Peoria 
Rescue Ministries also supports international 
ministries in Latvia and the Ukraine, reaching 
beyond our border. Rev. Trecek has played an 
equally active role serving on the Board of Di-
rectors of these international ministries. With 
many professional and community service af-
filiations, Rev. Trecek remains an active part 
of the Peoria area community. 

In 1968, Rev. Trecek and his wife, Barbara, 
founded the Peoria Rescue Mission, where 
today they provide shelter, food, and a warm 
bed to nearly one hundred men each night. 
Under the leadership of Rev. Trecek, the orga-
nization has expanded from a single rescue 
mission facility to a thriving 3 million dollar 
ministry serving the men, women, and children 
of Central Illinois. 

Through community donations and the guid-
ance of Rev. Trecek, Peoria Rescue Ministries 
housed 27,965 guests who were without shel-
ter and served 70,737 meals to the hungry in 
2015. More importantly, the ministry com-
mitted or rededicated 626 individuals in our 
community to Christ. In the words of Rev. 
Trecek, ‘‘My main goal is to introduce people 
to the saving grace found in Jesus Christ.’’ 

I would like to acknowledge Rev. Trecek’s 
remarkable tenure as Executive Director of 
Peoria Rescue Ministries. Rev. Trecek’s dedi-
cation to the Peoria Rescue Ministries has set 
a true example of community leadership and 
what it means to lead as the Lord leads day 
by day. It is an honor to represent such a 
charitable organization and I wish the best of 
luck to Rev. Jerry Trecek as he takes on the 
role of Director Emeritus focusing on the inter-
national ministries. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE PERRY LU-
THERAN HOME IN THE SECOND 
SESSION OF THE 114TH CON-
GRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Perry 
Lutheran Home in Perry, Iowa, as it celebrates 
its 60th anniversary this year. 

With the help of the Lutheran Home for the 
Aged Association, the Perry Lutheran Home 
was opened in 1956 in the former Dallas 
County Hospital building. Over the years, the 
Home has continued to expand to better serve 
those who needed its care. Their mission re-
mains constant: ‘‘to treat each resident and 
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tenant with respect in a cheerful, loving atmos-
phere that will encourage a positive attitude 
among and between those who are served 
and those who do the serving.’’ Though 60 
years can change any organization, the care 
and compassion of the staff of the Perry Lu-
theran Home has never wavered. Our commu-
nities are stronger because of the Perry Lu-
theran Home. I am confident that it will con-
tinue that excellence for another 60 years. 

I thank The Perry Lutheran Home for their 
60 years of service and know my colleagues 
in the U.S. House of Representatives join me 
in congratulating them on this momentous oc-
casion. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NADINE 
WHITTED ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Nadine Whitted on her retire-
ment. Nadine is retiring from serving as the 
District Manager of Community Board 4 in 
Bushwick, a New York City agency estab-
lished to identify the needs of our community 
and advocate through city government to meet 
those requirements. In her role, she was a 
strong voice for local residents, community 
groups, small business and more. Nadine 
worked closely with community board mem-
bers to ensure that recommended policies, 
capital and expense budget priorities were ad-
dressed by City government. 

Born in Brooklyn, Nadine is the second child 
born to Rose Rucker and Emerson Whitted. 
Receiving an award for Outstanding Service to 
the Senior Class Graduating of Bushwick High 
School in 1972 officially accentuated the be-
ginning of her love of service delivery and la-
boring on the behalf of others. She attended 
Brooklyn College for four years majoring in 
Education. In 1977, during the NYC fiscal cri-
sis, Nadine applied for a position at Brooklyn 
Community Board #4 and was hired as an Ad-
ministrative Aide approximately three days 
prior to the Black Out of July 1977. 

Within two years she was elevated to the 
position of Assistant District Manager; under 
this new title she began attending more meet-
ings with the community, city agencies, elect-
ed public officials and organizations. The 
neighborhood’s distinction as the poorest com-
munity district in the city fueled Nadine to work 
harder and advocate with passion and persist-
ence for the residents. 

In 1986 Nadine was given the opportunity to 
become District Manager and after much con-
sideration and prompting by many community 
board members and other leaders Nadine ac-
cepted the position gladly. She served under 
the direction and leadership of Ms. Julie 
Dent—Chairperson of Community Board #4 
and its members. 

Nadine is retiring after faithfully and profes-
sionally serving the community for over 40 
years. 

Nadine has a wealth of knowledge and ex-
perience that will surely be missed by all who 
have had the pleasure to work with her, but I 
am certain that she is looking forward to this 
exciting next chapter in her life. 

I thank Nadine Whitted for her community 
service and longtime dedication to not only 

Brooklyn, but the city of New York. I wish her 
all the best and congratulate her on her retire-
ment. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MARGARET 
FLETCHALL IN THE SECOND 
SESSION OF THE 114TH CON-
GRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ms. Mar-
garet Fletchall on the occasion of her 103rd 
birthday. She celebrated this life achievement 
on October 31, 2016. 

Our world has changed greatly during the 
course of Margaret’s life. Since her birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Margaret has lived 
through 17 United States Presidents and 24 
Governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, the popu-
lation of the United States has more than tri-
pled. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Margaret Fletchall in the United States Con-
gress and it is my pleasure to wish her a very 
happy 103rd birthday. I invite my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives to join me in 
congratulating Margaret on reaching this in-
credible milestone. We wish her continued 
good health and happiness in the years to 
come. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE PERRY GOLF 
AND COUNTRY CLUB IN THE 
SECOND SESSION OF THE 114TH 
CONGRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Perry 
Golf and Country Club in Perry, Iowa, for cele-
brating its 100th year in business this year. 

The Perry Golf and Country Club was 
founded in 1916, and for a century has given 
Perry area golfers a place to not only play the 
game they love, but enjoy time with friends 
and family as well. In 1916, there was a suit-
able meadow south of Perry where the local 
farm owner allowed the golfers to use the field 
rent-free. Stories are told of men and women, 
young and old, enjoying their search for a lost 
golf ball in the open field. But a few years 
later, when that particular field was to be 
planted with Iowa corn, the golfers realized 
they needed to find a permanent location. 
Thus, the Perry Golf and Country Club was 
formally established. In 1923, the original 
Clubhouse burnt to the ground and all posses-
sions were lost in the fire. A new facility was 
built in 1924 and the resolve of the Club mem-
bership to play another round continues to 
grow stronger. 

The Perry Golf and Country Club has 
served the community in a wide range of 

events, from individual players to groups of all 
sizes, tournaments, high school golf meets, 
community members, and organizational fund-
raisers. The course has also been witness to 
many holes-in-one, including one skilled local 
golfer who has had the distinction of making a 
hole-in-one a miraculous five times. 

I know my colleagues in the United States 
Congress join me in congratulating the Perry 
Golf and Country Club for its 100 years in 
golfing recreation. I consider it an honor to 
represent its members in the United States 
House of Representatives, and I wish the club 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MOUNT AYR PUB-
LIC LIBRARY IN THE SECOND 
SESSION OF THE 114TH CON-
GRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Mount Ayr Public Li-
brary in Mount Ayr, Iowa, for celebrating its 
100-year anniversary. This is an important 
milestone in its history of service to the city of 
Mount Ayr and the surrounding communities. 

On September 29, 1913, Mount Ayr citizens 
met to discuss creating a library in Mount Ayr. 
Historical records state: ‘‘On June 15, 1915, 
the idea of constructing a building was sub-
mitted to a vote of the people. The result of 
the vote showed that the women were more 
interested in obtaining the library than the 
men, as the vote of the women being 212 for, 
68 against and the men’s vote 180 for to 122 
against.’’ An application was made to the Car-
negie Foundation and an $8,000 grant was re-
ceived to proceed. The women of the commu-
nity took on additional fundraising efforts to 
complete the building at a cost of $10,349.85. 
The funds were allocated for lighting, furniture, 
book shelves, outdoor landscaping, service 
fees and constructing an addition to the build-
ing. In September 1916, the cornerstone of 
the new library was laid. 

Over the last century, the Mount Ayr Public 
Library has successfully met the needs of the 
community by providing excellent care and 
necessary services. It serves as a gathering 
place to develop the interests and imagination 
of the community. It is an honor to represent 
the library employees and volunteers in the 
United States Congress. I know my colleagues 
in the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating the Mount Ayr Public 
Library on this historic anniversary, and in 
wishing it nothing but continued success. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE STEVE AND 
CHANTELLE JENNETT FAMILY 
IN THE SECOND SESSION OF THE 
114TH CONGRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Steve 
and Chantelle Jennett family of Blockton, 
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Iowa, for being recognized as 2016 Way We 
Live Award winners at the Iowa State Fair. 

The Way We Live Award recognizes Iowa 
families for their hard work and love of farm-
ing. Steve began farming with his father in 
1989, and after marrying Chantelle, they pur-
chased more farmland where they have raised 
their three children. Their farm enterprise in-
cludes row crops, hogs finishing, and broiler 
chickens. Each family member helps with the 
daily chores and they are also involved in 
Pork Producers and Taylor County 4–H, 
among many other community activities. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by the Jennett 
family demonstrates the rewards of harnessing 
one’s talents and sharing them with the world. 
Their hard work embodies the Iowa spirit and 
I am honored to represent them in the United 
States Congress. I know that all of my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating the 
Steve and Chantelle Jennett family for their 

achievements and wish them nothing but con-
tinued success. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO BEDFORD LIONS 
CLUB IN THE SECOND SESSION 
OF THE 114TH CONGRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Lions Club of Bedford, 
Iowa, for celebrating 70 years of service to the 
community. 

The Bedford Lions Club was chartered in 
October 1946 and has since faithfully served 
Bedford and the surrounding area. One of 
their outstanding projects occurred in 1975, 
when the club was instrumental in making the 

Northside Apartment complex a reality. They 
completed a door-to-door canvas and raised 
the funds to get the project underway with 
matching funds. They currently raise money 
throughout the community for organizations 
such as the Bedford Fire Department, Tinker 
Tots Preschool, Bedford Food Pantry, the 
school backpack program, and many more. 
This organization has a strong number of 
community members and multiple plans for fu-
ture projects to benefit Bedford, Iowa, and its 
citizens. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in commending the 
Bedford Lions Club for serving Bedford, Iowa, 
for 70 years. I consider it an honor to rep-
resent the club members in Congress. I thank 
the Lions Club for their service in the commu-
nity and wish them nothing but the best in all 
their future endeavors. 
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