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REMEMBERING THE LATE 
HONORABLE STEVE LATOURETTE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 14, 2016 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to honor a statesman and friend, Con-
gressman Steve LaTourette. 

For 18 years, Steve served the constituents 
of Ohio’s 14th and 19th Congressional District 
with distinction. He was tenacious, shrewd, 
thoughtful, but more importantly, he was al-
ways eager to listen and find common ground. 

Steve was an expert in parliamentary proce-
dure. His interest in the occurrences on the 
floor went well beyond his own priorities or 
personal interests. I had the honor of working 
with him to protect and preserve one of the 
most beautiful natural resources we have here 
in America, the Great Lakes. He understood 
that along with protecting the environment of 
these majestic waters, millions of Americans 
depend on these lakes for their livelihood. 
Over those 18 years, Steve became more 
than a colleague, he became a friend. I fondly 
remember sneaking up to the chair and pass-
ing the gossip of the day with him. I don’t think 
you could find a single member when he re-
tired that wasn’t sad to see him go. 

There was one thing that he loved more 
than Congress, his family; he was a devoted 
husband and father. As we look to the end of 
this Congress and the start of a new, let us re-
member Steve as a man who always sought 
common ground and practical solutions, all 
with a smile and laugh. 

f 

CAESAR SYRIA CIVILIAN 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of H.R. 5732, the Cae-
sar Syria Civilian Protection Act of 2016. 

In September, a trending comment on Twit-
ter read: This is not Pompeii, this is Aleppo. 
Think about that for a minute. The death and 
destruction in Aleppo has reached such epic 
proportions that we are comparing it to one of 
the most deadly natural disasters in world his-
tory. 

The President and his administration have 
continued to highlight the horrors of Syria ex-
hibited by Assad and Putin by using terms like 
‘‘barbarism’’, ‘‘beyond the pale’’, and ‘‘haunt-
ing’’. I think the more apt term for this is ‘‘a 
problem from hell.’’ 

Yet, even as the President, Secretary of 
State, and Ambassador to the UN continue to 
talk about the carnage in Syria, there has 

been very little action to end the suffering of 
the people of Aleppo and across Syria. 

Mr. Speaker, it pains me every single time 
I come to the well of the House to talk about 
the atrocities in Syria. But we are failing the 
innocent people of Syria through our inaction. 

Rather than enforcing red lines for Assad’s 
use of chemical weapons or enhancing sanc-
tions against the Russians for their war crimes 
in the bombing of medical facilities and aid 
convoys, the President and Secretary of State 
focus their attention on sham ceasefires that 
are continually violated by the people with 
which we negotiate. 

They constantly worry about the Iranians 
walking away from flawed nuclear deals in-
stead of leading the global community to end 
the atrocities in Syria. 

I have said it before, and I will say it again: 
Russia and Iran are not our allies. Their inter-
ests lie in destabilizing Europe and turning the 
Middle East into a wasteland of murder and 
chaos. 

Mr. Speaker, there needs to be a true cost 
for the complicity in war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. It’s time that Russia, Iran, 
and Syria are held accountable. 

That is why this bill is so important. It would 
increase sanctions on the Assad regime and 
its supporters for the continued atrocities com-
mitted against the Syrian people. It requires 
this administration and any future administra-
tion to stand up and impose costs on the Rus-
sians, Syrians, and Iranians for the barrel 
bombing and gassing of innocent civilians. 

I want to thank my colleagues, Congress-
man ENGEL and Congressman ROYCE for in-
troducing this critical bill. 

We owe it to the innocent people of Syria to 
bring justice against the Assad regime, Rus-
sian military, and their allies and help the 
struggling people of Syria. 

If we fail to act, fail to lead—this Syrian Civil 
War will be the greatest humanitarian crisis of 
the 21st century. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, the 
evening of November 14th, I am not recorded 
on two votes, because I was absent due to a 
mechanical failure on my flight. 

If I had been present, I would have voted: 
on roll call 575; yes, and on roll call 576; yes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NORTH-
WESTERN INDIANA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and admiration that I recognize 

the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 
Commission (NIRPC) as the organization cele-
brates its 50th anniversary. 

Since its inception in 1966 as the Lake-Por-
ter County Regional Transportation and Plan-
ning Commission, which became NIRPC in 
1973, the agency continues to play a vital role 
in the planning and coordination of Northwest 
Indiana’s highway, local road, public transit, 
and trails systems. In addition, NIRPC con-
tinues to perform essential regional environ-
mental planning and land use analysis. Serv-
ing the people of Lake, LaPorte and Porter 
Counties, NIRPC’s coordinating role among 
the various public interests has been crucial to 
the success of the region. 

During the course of the past 50 years, 
NIRPC has been instrumental in shaping our 
region’s view toward transportation infrastruc-
ture as well as land-use planning. Often, we 
narrowly view transportation infrastructure as 
simply the roads upon which we drive. The or-
ganization’s executive directors, Board of 
Commissioners, and transportation planners 
have challenged this understanding by devel-
oping programs focused upon regional transit, 
through its support for increasing commuter 
transportation opportunities along existing bus 
systems and the South Shore Rail Line, upon 
our waterways, by shaping transportation poli-
cies along our rivers, and upon our multi- 
modal trail system, the availability of which in-
creased from 13 miles in 1990 to nearly 150 
miles currently under NIRPC’s direction. 
NIRPC’s work to expand the concepts of 
interconnectivity within the communities in its 
three-county system benefits the economic de-
velopment of our region as does its work in 
support of the Marquette Plan, a land-use re-
investment strategy focused upon the Lake 
Michigan shoreline. Working in coordination 
with the Northwest Indiana Regional Develop-
ment Authority and the lakefront communities, 
NIRPC’s technical expertise has led to the im-
plementation of transformational, intergenera-
tional projects along the lakeshore. Indiana’s 
First Congressional District has resources 
other areas in our country envy—our transpor-
tation infrastructure, our waterways and shore-
line, and our proximity to Chicago—all of 
which have been enhanced by the exceptional 
leadership exhibited by the dedicated individ-
uals and municipal officials which make up 
NIRPC. 

I would be remiss if I did not mention just 
a few of the people who have made NIRPC’s 
first 50 years such a great success and guar-
antee at least another half century of accom-
plishment. The commission’s first Chairman, 
Dr. Joseph J. Forszt; Vice-Chairman, Virgil O. 
King; Secretary William L. Staehle; Executive 
Director, Norman E. Tufford; and Deputy Di-
rector Jim Ranfranz were essential in estab-
lishing and guiding the organization. NIRPC is 
currently under the able direction of Chairman, 
Chesterton Town Councilman James Ton; 
Vice-Chairman, Highland Clerk-Treasurer Mi-
chael Griffin; Secretary, Beverly Shores Town 
Councilman Geof Benson; Executive Director, 
Ty Warner; and Deputy Director, Steve 
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Strains. The wide array of talent and ideas 
possessed by these individuals and countless 
others has developed NIRPC’s focus and 
promises its future success. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
and congratulating NIRPC. For the past 50 
years, the organization has touched the lives 
of countless individuals through its unwavering 
commitment to the community of Northwest In-
diana. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DOCTOR TOM 
LARWOOD AND HIS LEADERSHIP 
ON VALLEY FEVER RESEARCH 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and achievements of Dr. Tom 
Larwood, who passed away on September 6, 
2016 at the age of 90. He was a devoted 
community leader in Kern County, California, a 
pioneer in Valley Fever research, and a good 
friend of mine. 

Doctor Tom—as he was known in Bakers-
field—served in the Navy Hospital Corps and 
went on to graduate from the University of 
Southern California’s School of Medicine. Ac-
tive in his local Methodist church, Tom went 
on a missionary trip to South Korea in 1955 
where he provided medical assistance and 
was instrumental in the construction of a new 
hospital in Wonju. Currently, Wonju Severance 
Christian Hospital is the largest university hos-
pital in central Korea, a lasting marker of 
Tom’s desire to help others. Despite con-
tracting polio during his time in South Korea, 
Tom continued to lead a life of profound pro-
fessional accomplishment and remained 
fiercely dedicated to community service. 

Tom settled in Bakersfield in the 1950s. 
During this time, he practiced medicine at 
Kern County General Hospital, now the Kern 
Medical Center, where he rose to the position 
of Chief of Internal Medicine. Over the course 
of his career, he became a respected leader 
and expert, both locally and nationally, on Val-
ley Fever. He worked closely with others, in-
cluding Dr. Royce Johnson and the late Dr. 
Hans Einstein, to raise awareness of this dis-
ease, educate health care professionals on 
how to diagnose and treat it, pioneer treat-
ments and other therapies to combat Valley 
Fever, and promote the development of a Val-
ley Fever vaccine—an endeavor that con-
tinues today. 

Valley Fever—formally known as coccidioi-
domycosis—is a disease caused by a fungus 
that is found in soil mainly in the American 
southwest and is contracted by inhaling 
spores into the lungs. This disease has long 
been a threat to our community and is particu-
larly dangerous to individuals with com-
promised immune systems and the elderly. 
Tom and his wife, Pauline, whom he married 
in 1972, worked tirelessly with the Valley 
Fever Americas Foundation for more than two 
decades to spread awareness of Valley Fever 
and raise money to fund critical research de-
signed to stamp out this disease. In fact, I was 
honored to recently present the Larwoods with 
the Hans Einstein Lifetime Achievement 
Award for their work on Valley Fever. 

After retiring from medical practice in 1991, 
Tom remained an active participant in an array 
of local medical boards and was an enthusi-
astic volunteer with the American Lung Asso-
ciation, Boy Scouts of America (he was an 
Eagle Scout), Bethany Homeless Center, and 
the Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra, among 
others. 

I considered the advice Doctor Tom gave 
me—whether on Valley Fever, health care 
issues, or how to better serve our commu-
nity—as invaluable. He is survived by Pauline, 
his children, David, Don, Dean, Debbie, Diana, 
Mike, and Scott, and his eight grandchildren. 
I will miss Tom’s great sense of humor and 
constant optimism, and I know he will be fond-
ly remembered in the hearts and minds of the 
countless patients and their families that he 
served in Kern County. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 190TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF SCHUYLKILL 
TOWNSHIP 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the resi-
dents, businesses, and Board of Supervisors 
of Schuylkill Township as they celebrate 190 
years as a municipality in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Swedish and Dutch settlers first arrived in 
the area situated between the Schuylkill River 
and Pickering Creek in 1713 and named the 
river ‘‘Schuylkill’’, meaning ‘‘hidden river’’ in 
Dutch. More than a century later on November 
4, 1826, the eastern portion of neighboring 
Charlestown Township was declared Schuylkill 
Township by the Chester County Court. 

One of the Township’s most-recognized his-
torical structures is the Schuylkill Friends 
Meeting House where several generations of 
Quakers have worshipped and, prior to the 
Civil War, aided slaves seeking freedom and 
hosted visits by noted abolitionists of the era. 
The Township’s rich agriculture heritage in-
cludes sprawling farms owned by the Reeves 
family, who operated the Phoenix Iron Works, 
and relatives of former Pennsylvania Governor 
Samuel Whitaker Pennypacker. Today, more 
than 8,500 people call the 9.44 square miles 
that make up Schuylkill Township home. 

The community commemorated the Town-
ship’s 190th anniversary on Saturday, Novem-
ber 5, 2016, during its annual Founders Day 
celebration. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating the resi-
dents, business owners, and community lead-
ers as Schuylkill Township marks this memo-
rable milestone. 

f 

HONORING DOROTHY MAY SHARER 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Dorothy May Bick 
Sharer, or Dodo, as she was called by her fa-
ther. Dorothy is a longtime Michigan resident 
and a community gem. 

Dorothy was born on December 19, 1915, 
and will be celebrating her 101st birthday this 
year. She was born in Toledo, Ohio, where 
she resided until she moved to Michigan with 
her husband, Raymond Sharer. 

Dorothy has one daughter, three grand-
children, and six great-grandchildren, of whom 
she is very proud. She has a passion for ani-
mals and she and her husband spent many 
years raising and showing horses. 

Mr. Speaker, Dorothy has been a commu-
nity member cherished by many and we are 
thrilled to celebrate and honor her birthday this 
year. I ask that my colleagues join me today 
in honoring Dorothy. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SHERIFF 
ROBERT SIKES 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Sheriff Robert 
Sikes who passed away on September 26 at 
the age of 88. 

Mr. Sikes has always been an important 
part of the coastal Georgia community, dedi-
cated to making it a great place to live as well 
as improving the lives of his fellow residents. 

Even as a high school student at Bradwell 
Institute, he worked toward improving his com-
munity as class president, Beta club president, 
and a district winner in track. 

Mr. Sikes took his community service to the 
national level by enlisting in the United States 
Navy and serving during World War II. After 
his service in the Navy, Mr. Sikes moved back 
to coastal Georgia where his father was serv-
ing as the county sheriff. In 1959, when his fa-
ther’s term was ending, Mr. Sikes ran for sher-
iff and won the seat originally held by his fa-
ther. He worked as sheriff of Liberty County 
for 29 years before retiring. 

Now, Mr. Sikes’s son holds the position— 
truly speaking to the amount of respect that 
the community has for Mr. Robert Sikes and 
his family. In addition, Mr. Sikes served as 
president of the Bradwell Football Boosters 
Club, member of the Alee Temple Shrine 
Club, the Georgia Sheriffs Association, 
Hinesville Rotary Club, and the First United 
Methodist Church. 

On May 3, 2014, a section of I–95 was 
marked and dedicated to Mr. Sikes in grati-
tude of his devotion for his community. It is an 
honor today to recognize the life of this great 
man. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CATHEDRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL, A BLUE RIBBON 
SCHOOL 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate an outstanding 
school that is being honored as a 2016 Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School. It is a pleasure to 
congratulate Cathedral High School in Indian-
apolis, Indiana in celebration of this special 
occasion. 
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The National Blue Ribbon designation, given 

by the United States Department of Education, 
is awarded to both public and private schools 
across our great nation. Started by President 
Reagan and given annually since 1982, the 
award celebrates great American schools that 
achieve very high learning standards or are 
making significant improvements in the aca-
demic achievements of their students. In my 
district and across the country, the award rec-
ognizes the great educators, students, and 
parents who have worked so hard to ensure 
Indiana’s children reach their full potential and 
achieve academic success. 

For all of these reasons and many more, I 
am so proud that Cathedral High School is re-
ceiving this prestigious designation. It is a 
wonderful acknowledgement of the school’s 
commitment to providing young Hoosiers an 
exceptional education. While hundreds of 
schools nationwide were nominated, only 329 
schools were designated as 2016 National 
Blue Ribbon Schools and Cathedral High 
School was 1 of 50 private schools to receive 
recognition, making this recognition all the 
more impressive. 

Cathedral was the only high school in Indi-
ana to achieve the National Blue Ribbon 
award in 2016. Cathedral provides its students 
with an outstanding education both academi-
cally and within the Catholic faith. An excep-
tional Catholic high school in the Holy Cross 
tradition, Cathedral transforms a diverse group 
of students spiritually, intellectually, socially, 
emotionally, and physically. Their mission to 
educate students with the competence to see 
and the courage to act prepares students to 
be principled learners and future leaders. I ap-
plaud Cathedral High School for its work to 
ensure its students engage in significant acts 
of community service and remain dedicated to 
carrying out the mission of Jesus Christ. 

As an advocate for education and youth, I 
also want to acknowledge how important it is 
to our nation’s future to encourage and raise 
a new generation of Americans who have the 
skills and knowledge to succeed both in and 
out of the classroom. Students like those at 
Cathedral High School give me hope that we 
will accomplish this vital mission. Their out-
standing work is an inspiration to students, 
educators, and parents across the nation. 
Once again, congratulations to Cathedral High 
School. I am very proud of you. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 145TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BETHEL AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN POTTSTOWN 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to the old-
est African-American Church in Pottstown as 
its congregation celebrates 145 years of wor-
ship, fellowship and stewardship in the com-
munity. 

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
first opened its doors in April 1871 at North 
Franklin and Beech Streets. 

In addition to tending to the spiritual needs 
of its members, Bethel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church has always taken great pride in 

serving anyone in need throughout the greater 
Pottstown community. Specifically, the Church 
operated a thriving food pantry for many years 
that fed hundreds of families. 

A Saturday church school program geared 
toward local youth offers meals, field trip op-
portunities, and a chance to find an outlet for 
their musical talents by participating in a bell 
choir, which has performed countless times at 
other churches in the area. 

And a community leadership lecture series 
named in honor of the late Pottstown NAACP 
leader, Newstell Marable, aims to educate and 
empower by addressing an array of issues re-
lated to finding employment, building a secure 
financial future, and strengthening the commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask that my colleagues 
join me in congratulating Bethel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church in Pottstown on this 
memorable milestone and in extending our 
sincere appreciation for the outstanding spirit 
of volunteerism and compassion demonstrated 
time and time again during the past 145 years 
by Church leaders and congregants. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EDWARD J. 
DOHERTY 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Edward J. Doherty on the occasion 
of his retirement after thirty six years of out-
standing public service in our criminal justice 
system. 

Ed, as he is known to all, launched his ca-
reer in the district court system in 1980 as an 
Assistant Clerk-Magistrate in the Attleboro Dis-
trict Court in Attleboro, Massachusetts. He 
quickly moved up to become the First Assist-
ant Clerk-Magistrate, a position in which he 
excelled at for seven years before being ap-
pointed by then-Governor Paul Cellucci as the 
Clerk-Magistrate of the Wrentham District 
Court. 

Ed is well known to all those who practiced 
law in Massachusetts district courts as the 
embodiment of public service and dedicating 
one’s life to the greater good. In addition to his 
wide array of responsibilities as Clerk Mag-
istrate, Ed also has served on the Massachu-
setts Association of Magistrates and Assistant 
Clerks’ Executive Board, the board of directors 
of New England Sinai Hospital, the Massachu-
setts District Court Task Force on Security, 
and as a Charter member of the Advisory 
Committee of the Human Rights Commission, 
among many other legal administration and 
public safety organizations. Through his par-
ticipation in these organizations Ed has helped 
to shape and influence policy across the board 
from domestic violence law to human rights. 
He has also sponsored a Courthouse Speaker 
Series to bring awareness to the many topics 
of concern facing the court and the commu-
nity. 

Throughout his years of service, Ed has 
never strayed from his commitment to pro-
viding each and every dispute, warrant and 
issue that comes before him the attention and 
care they deserve. His experience in the crimi-
nal justice system, professional and personal 
relationships with colleagues, law enforcement 

officers, and other professionals has allowed 
Ed to become an invaluable member of the 
district court system in the Commonwealth. In 
addition, Ed has spearheaded efforts to send 
holiday greetings to U.S. military service mem-
bers deployed around the world. His ‘‘Court 
Cards for Combat’’ program has brightened 
the holidays of tens of thousands of our troops 
serving bravely overseas. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise in honor of 
Edward Doherty, who embodies all of the best 
qualities of a Clerk Magistrate. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this distin-
guished public servant and in wishing him the 
best of luck in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING STATE SENATOR ANDY 
HILL 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of State Senator Andy Hill 
from Redmond, Washington. 

After beating lung cancer in 2009, he turned 
toward a bright future in public service. He 
was elected to represent the 45th Legislative 
District of Washington in 2010. Senator Hill, a 
tough negotiator who fought strongly for con-
servative principles, served as the Chairman 
of the Senate Ways and Means Committee. 

Senator Hill has been praised by people 
from both parties for his sharp intellect and 
tireless work ethic. 

He led bipartisan budgets for our State and 
education was his top priority. He made much 
needed reforms to the State’s mental-health 
system and helped reduce the waitlist for serv-
ices for people with developmental disabilities. 

Senator Hill was a devoted father and hus-
band. My heart goes out to his family—his 
wife, Molly, and his children, Allie, Charlie, and 
Katie. While the State of Washington has lost 
a well-respected leader and dedicated public 
servant, I cannot imagine the loss they must 
feel. 

Senator, you will be greatly missed. 
f 

IN HONOR OF GEORGE S. 
LOCKWOOD 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the accomplishments of a remarkable 
man. I have had the great pleasure to have 
known and worked with George S. Lockwood 
for over 40 years. He is a boundless inno-
vator, an expansive dreamer, and a relentless 
task master. I have no doubt that he is one of 
those remarkable human beings whose life’s 
work in aquaculture will continue to pay divi-
dends for humanity long into the future. 

George originally trained as an engineer. He 
earned a BS in Civil Engineering from North-
western University followed by an MBA from 
Harvard University. He began his career with 
Perini, Inc., a large global heavy construction 
company where he served in various engi-
neering and executive management positions. 
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He next joined Los Angeles based Global Ma-
rine where he managed special projects for 
the firm’s offshore drilling, marine engineering, 
and construction. 

George then left the corporate world to 
begin his second career as an aquaculture in-
novator. He founded Monterey Kelp Corpora-
tion in California, a marine plant harvesting 
and processing company that he later sold to 
a subsidiary of the pharmaceutical giant 
Merck. In 1972, he established Monterey Aba-
lone Farms to develop commercial tech-
nologies for growing abalone and other sea-
food. Then in 1984, Mr. Lockwood founded 
Ocean Farms of Hawaii (OFH) in Kona, Ha-
waii, to grow salmon, oysters, abalone, sea ur-
chins and marine plants on a commercial 
scale using cold pure seawater pumped from 
the deep ocean into ponds and tanks onshore. 
He recently founded a new company, Ocean 
Farms of The Bahamas, which he hopes will 
lead an expansion of aquaculture in the Carib-
bean. 

All along, George used his aquaculture ex-
perience to help shape public policy. In 1980, 
he worked with Congress to help craft the Na-
tional Aquaculture Act. He then helped me in 
the California Legislature with drafting the 
California Aquaculture Act of 1982. This legis-
lation modernized the regulation of aqua-
culture in California and served as a model for 
other states. George also served in numerous 
industry leadership roles, including: past presi-
dent and multi-year director of the World 
Aquaculture Society; a founder and past presi-
dent of the California Aquaculture Associa-
tion—where I first met George; chairman of 
the Aquaculture Committee of the California 
Farm Bureau Federation; and a founding 
member of the U.S. Aquaculture Council. 

Since 2000, George has been involved in 
official and unofficial capacities advising 
USDA’s National Organic Standards Board re-
garding the creation of organic certification 
standards for aquaculture. Since 2005, he has 
served as Chair of the Aquaculture Working 
Group of the USDA National Organic Program 
that has contributed to the development of 
proposed standards for farmed fish and shell-
fish currently working their way through the 
federal rulemaking process. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the 
whole House in applauding George 
Lockwood’s accomplishments. The world is a 
better place because of his efforts. We wish 
him, his wife, the Rev. Canon Marcia 
Lockwood, their four grown children and two 
grandchildren all the success in the world. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JORDAN 
PIERSON 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and remember Captain Jordan 
Pierson, a young man who I had the honor of 
nominating to the Unites States Air Force 
Academy. Jordan was an exemplary individual 
who graduated from Coronado High School in 
Lubbock, Texas, in 2005 before moving on to 
the Air Force Academy. Through the Air 
Force, he dedicated his life to serving others. 

On October 2, 2015, Jordan, five other air-
men, and five civilians died when their C–130J 

aircraft crashed at Jalalabad Airfield in Af-
ghanistan. I helped Jordan start out on his 
path toward a career in the military by nomi-
nating him to the Air Force Academy. I also 
had the honor of seeing him home, being 
present when his body was returned from 
overseas and interred at Arlington National 
Cemetery. Jordan is survived by his wife, 
Jaime Pierson. As we remembered those who 
have served on Veterans Day earlier this 
month, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Jordan Pierson and assuring his friends 
and family that he is not forgotten. 

f 

SEX TRAFFICKERS SHOULD BE 
SHAMED 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, one hot 
summer day in Houston, a single mother (we 
will call her Amy) met a man. At the time, Amy 
was lonely and struggling to make a life for 
her young children. He was charming, funny 
and a talented member of the music industry. 
He told her he loved her and it made her feel 
valued and safe. 

This man promised her a better life, saying 
that with her help, the two of them would start 
a thriving record label together, but in order to 
do this they would need to move away for 
awhile. He said this would be good for her fu-
ture and, more importantly, her children’s fu-
ture. She was vulnerable, financially hurting, 
looking for a better life, and she trusted him. 
The plan was to move away for three months, 
and so they went. 

Once they moved, the man immediately 
changed his tune. He isolated Amy from her 
family and friends and became hostile and 
abusive. It quickly became clear to Amy that 
that there was no record label. Instead, she 
had found herself in a dangerous situation. 
She spent her days trapped in a dark room 
where men would come in one by one. She 
was used and abused, treated like a pros-
titute. She was no prostitute. She was a victim 
of human trafficking being held against her 
will. The ‘‘appointments’’ with men continued 
to increase. It became clear quickly to this 
mother that she was now a sex slave. 

One day, one of Amy’s fellow captives being 
held by this man had a nervous breakdown to 
the point where she could no longer be phys-
ically controlled. She was a threat to his se-
cretive business. The trafficker became dis-
tracted, and Amy was able to escape back to 
Houston. Her family picked her up and she re-
turned home, but she was not the same 
woman that left months before. Her life was 
forever changed. 

Amy was one of the lucky ones who got 
away, but her story of captivity is all too com-
mon in America. Traffickers prey every day on 
vulnerable women, from the insecure teenager 
at the mall to mothers like Amy looking for a 
better life for their children. This modern-day 
slavery happens right here in Texas in plain 
sight at our motels, cantinas and massage 
parlors. The victims live among us in our com-
munities, but behind closed doors, they are 
slaves living in fear. They totally lose their 
identity. Meanwhile, their slave traders are 
able to keep their lives, committing this hor-

rendous crime anonymously and continuously. 
Buyers and sellers of humans want to remain 
anonymous because they can. Those days 
need to end. 

As a former criminal court judge in Texas, I 
successfully used public punishment for two 
purposes. First, I wanted to make sure de-
fendants did not end up back in my courtroom. 
Second, I wanted to instill fear in would-be 
criminals to deter them from committing 
crimes in the first place. 

I believe this form of public shaming can be 
successful in combatting human trafficking. 
That is why I have introduced The SHAME Act 
in Congress. This legislation will give federal 
judges the ability to publish both the names 
and the photographs of both convicted human 
traffickers and buyers of trafficked victims. 

The second part of that is important—in 
order to effectively combat trafficking, we must 
go after the customers. The bill is designed to 
allow the public to easily access the pictures 
and information of those living among them in 
society who have purchased sex from victims. 
That way the buyers will no longer be able to 
hide in plain sight under the cloak of anonym-
ity. 

Furthermore, I hope the SHAME Act strikes 
fear in those who think about purchasing 
young women for sex. Perhaps the fear of 
having their face on a billboard will make them 
think twice about participating in the modern 
day slave trade. 

Traffickers and sex abusers run a global 
business second only to the slave trade. Like 
any business, this trade is successful because 
of its customers and the continuous demand 
they provide. It is time to SHAME these hor-
rible humans out of the business. 

Our children are not for sale. 
f 

IN HONOR OF AN AMERICAN 
PATRIOT 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the courage, dedication, and ex-
traordinary career of Colonel Andrea Thomp-
son, who retired on October 31, 2016 after 28 
years in the United States Army. 

Colonel Thompson has spent her life de-
voted to others—and in defense of our great 
nation. In May of 1988 Andrea was commis-
sioned into the U.S. Army, and like thousands 
of other selfless soldiers, stood up and said 
‘‘send me.’’ She served as a skillful advisor, a 
steadfast leader, and a committed mentor to 
younger soldiers while deployed in dangerous 
places far from home. 

A career military intelligence officer, Colonel 
Thompson has commanded missions from the 
tactical to the strategic, and the result is clear: 
her work has made our country safer. Her ca-
reer is marked by notable achievements—in-
cluding leadership roles in critical combat 
tours and operational deployments around the 
world, including in Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm, in the NATO Stabilization 
Force operations in Bosnia, as the Senior In-
telligence Officer for the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion (Air Assault) in Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
and in Afghanistan as the Intelligence Direc-
torate/J2 Chief of Staff with General 
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McChrystal during Operation Enduring Free-
dom. 

But Colonel Thompson’s service to the 
United States has extended beyond the mili-
tary. She was a key advisor to multiple Con-
gressional Committees, including the first Sen-
ior Military Advisor to the Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. Colonel Thompson 
also served as my National Security Advisor 
on the Committee on Homeland Security, 
where she proved to be tough, honest, and re-
lentless in her work to defend our country 
against emerging and persistent threats. 

I want to personally recognize the achieve-
ments of this patriot and thank Colonel 
Thompson for her dedication to duty and to 
the United States of America. Simply put, she 
embodies what is best about our country. Her 
grit is unquestioned, and her bedrock beliefs 
reflect the heart of American values. 

We face great challenges in this still-young 
century, and we must inspire new generations 
to be equal to the task. To that end, we need 
guiding lights. Colonel Thompson is one of 
them. She is a woman whose life is a testa-
ment to the age-old truth that we are defined 
by our character and by our readiness to do 
what is right. She has already inspired many, 
but it is clear that Colonel Thompson’s contin-
ued example will have a ripple effect far be-
yond our view. For that, she deserves the 
thanks of a very grateful nation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PHYLLIS 
HARDEMAN 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the life of Mrs. 
Phyllis Hardeman from Savannah who passed 
away on September 15, 2016. Mrs. Hardeman 
was a remarkable woman of many talents and 
interests—always using her skills to better her 
community and make people happy. During 
World War II, she served as an aircraft spot-
ter. She took pride in knowing that no enemy 
planes were able to successfully attack her 
hometown. 

Additionally, Mrs. Hardeman became a 
Weather Watcher for WTOC in which she kept 
a detailed record of Savannah’s weather for 
the local news station. Her love of nature ex-
tended to bird watching, observing plants, and 
keeping up with the changes of the seasons. 
Some say, she even knew the scientific name 
for every plant in her home. 

Mrs. Hardeman also loved her local sports 
teams, holding season passes each year to 
see the Georgia Bulldogs and Georgia South-
ern Eagles play. Mrs. Hardeman founded the 
Savannah Area Republican Women’s club and 
served as its president. Now, the club is flour-
ishing with monthly meetings and increasing 
membership. 

She also served on numerous councils and 
committees throughout Savannah including 
the Citizen’s Advisory Committee to the Chat-
ham Urban Transportation System, the John 
Birch Society, the Chatham County Repub-
lican Committee, the Coastal Heritage Society, 
Bonaventure Historical Society, Thunderbolt 
Garden Club, Savannah Bulldog Club, Chat-

ham Club, and the Mighty Eighth Historical 
Society. 

Her presence lit up the Savannah commu-
nity and she will surely be missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF ARTHUR HAW-
KINS OF THE KENSINGTON, 
MARYLAND VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 50-year career of an extraor-
dinary leader in our community—Chief Arthur 
‘‘Artie’’ Hawkins, Kensington, Maryland Volun-
teer Fire Department’s most senior operational 
member. Chief Hawkins has been instrumental 
in developing the Kensington VFD into one of 
the most outstanding Departments in the re-
gion. 

A third-generation firefighter, Chief Hawkins 
began serving the Department at the age of 
12 and has dedicated his life to service. Rising 
through the ranks, he has served as both De-
partment Chief and as President. As a leader 
and a colleague, Chief Hawkins provided the 
start for hundreds of volunteers who have con-
tinued serving the public through the fire serv-
ice, Armed Forces, and police and medical 
fields. Thanks to his outstanding guidance and 
mentorship for so many leaders, Chief Haw-
kins’ imprint is on the work of people who are 
saving lives all over the globe each and every 
day. 

Chief Hawkins is more than a leader. He 
has played countless roles in the lives of the 
Department members, whether it be as a fa-
ther, a brother or a friend. He has been there 
for them during the happiest moments of their 
lives as well as the saddest. Chief Hawkins 
truly embodies the meaning of ‘‘brotherhood’’ 
within the fire service. 

Chief Hawkins has also been a pillar of 
strength during critical times in our nation’s 
history. He has played important roles in the 
Department’s response to numerous emer-
gencies, including the D.C. race riots of the 
1960s, the 9/11 attacks on the Pentagon, and 
the sniper attacks that paralyzed the Wash-
ington, D.C. metropolitan area in 2002. 

On November 20, 2016, Chief Hawkins will 
lead his final regular shift on a special day— 
the 50th anniversary of his very first shift with 
the Department. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
recognize the lifetime achievements of Chief 
Arthur Hawkins I ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing gratitude and appreciation to 
him for his outstanding service to our nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes on Tuesday, November 15, 2016. I 
would like to show that, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll call votes 577 
and 578. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF LLOYD HINOTE OF MILTON, 
FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the life and legacy of Northwest 
Florida’s beloved Lloyd Hinote, who passed 
away November 13, 2016. A longtime resident 
of Milton, Florida, Lloyd had a deep love for 
his family and for his community and his con-
tinued efforts to make Milton a more beautiful 
place has left a lasting impact that will be re-
membered for years to come. 

Born on January 22, 1938, in Alflora, Florida 
to James and Verble Hinote, Lloyd spent his 
first eight years in nearby Indian Ford, before 
moving to live the remainder of his life in his 
beloved Milton. Lloyd graduated as 1 of 56 
students in the Milton High School Class of 
1956, and after high school he matriculated to 
Florida State University, where he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in management and fi-
nance. 

Lloyd continued his education, completing 
The School of Banking at the University of 
Oklahoma, and then embarked on a success-
ful private sector career, working as the vice 
president of a local bank for over twenty-four 
years and as a private business owner for 
over eighteen years, before serving almost ten 
years as the executive director of the Pace 
Area Chamber of Commerce. In 2002, Lloyd 
decided to serve his community in local gov-
ernment by serving on the Milton City Council. 

On the Milton City Council, Councilman 
Hinote represented Ward IV for over 15 years. 
It was his leadership as Chairman of the 
Parks and Recreation committee that initiated 
the improvements at Sanders Street Park and 
Russell Harbor Landing. He was fully dedi-
cated to bettering Milton, as evidenced by his 
work on the council to build a new city hall, 
fire station, wastewater treatment facility, and 
build and maintain countless recreation facili-
ties. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
am privileged to recognize the life of Lloyd 
Hinote. My wife Vicki and I extend our heart-
felt prayers and condolences to his daughter, 
Lisa; and grandson, Skylar. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EARL L. FULLER 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Earl L. Fuller, who served our country 
during World War II. 

Mr. Fuller enlisted in the U.S. Army in Feb-
ruary 1941 at the age of 27. He was assigned 
to the 10th Signal Corps of the 31st Infantry, 
which was operating in the Pacific Theater. 
When the Japanese Army invaded the island 
of Corregidor, Mr. Fuller was taken captive. 
He spent a total of three years and four 
months as a prisoner of war. 

While a prisoner, Mr. Fuller befriended a 
Japanese guard who wanted to learn English. 
The two men played baseball together and 
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formed an unlikely friendship. The guard 
helped deliver oranges and small fish to the 
American prisoners—the only food they had to 
eat besides rice. 

Mr. Fuller escaped from the prison camp 
near the end of the war. As he fled from his 
captors, he saw the guard who he had be-
friended. Mr. Fuller saluted the guard, who re-
turned the gesture. Although the two men 
would never see each other again, the guard’s 
compassion had a lasting impact on Mr. 
Fuller. 

Mr. Fuller’s courage and respect for the 
human spirit transcended the political and cul-
tural boundaries of his time. Despite the hor-
rors of war, his courage and optimism shined 
through the darkness and demonstrated the 
best of the human spirit. 

Mr. Fuller did not tell his incredible story 
until 2007, when he was 93 years old. He 
passed away in 2010 in Penn Yan, New York. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the life and service of Earl L. Fuller— 
an American hero with a truly remarkable 
story. 

f 

KEVIN BARRY’S PUB 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate Kevin Barry’s Pub in Savan-
nah, Georgia. On September 27th, the pub 
won the 2016 Irish Pubs Global Authenticity 
Award for giving its customers the most au-
thentic Irish Pub experience, outside of Ire-
land. 

For the past 35 years, this pub has brought 
some Irish culture to River Street in Savan-
nah. Every night, at 8 pm, Kevin Barry’s Pub 
features live, traditional Irish music. 

The owner of the pub, Vic Power, uses the 
music as a way to pass down Irish history to 
younger generations. Locals and tourists alike 
who want to hear classic Irish storytelling visit 
Kevin Barry’s Pub to hear it for themselves. 

While maintaining a true Irish atmosphere, 
this pub has certainly brought happiness, 
laughter, and singing to all ages for the last 35 
years. 

As the city that hosts the second largest St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration in the U.S., Ireland’s 
culture and community aspect is important to 
Savannah and this pub is an important part of 
Savannah’s Irish heritage. 

I am proud that Kevin Barry’s Pub has 
added to the First Congressional District of 
Georgia’s heritage and wish the pub, its own-
ers, and its customers, the best of luck in the 
future. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE JAMAICAN SO-
CIAL CLUB 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 40th Anniversary of the Jamai-
can Social Club of Toledo, Ohio. I was 

pleased to join in the celebration of the mile-
stone anniversary in our community. 

Since 1976, the Jamaican Social Club has 
served northwest Ohio and southern Michigan 
as an organization dedicated to charity, edu-
cation, social and scientific purposes. Since its 
inception, the Jamaican Social Club has pro-
moted a better understanding and cooperation 
among all cultures and citizens in the region. 

Almost one year after being founded as a 
non-profit, multicultural organization in the 
State of Ohio, the Hon. Harry Kessler, Mayor 
of the City of Toledo at the time, proclaimed 
the first week in August ‘‘Jamaican Independ-
ence Week’’ and called upon citizens of To-
ledo to join the organization in celebration. 

The Jamaican Social Club has given con-
sistently of its time and talents over the past 
40 years and has donated hundreds of volun-
teer hours each year to assist those in need. 
For example, at the devastation of Hurricane 
Gilbert in Jamaica, the Jamaican Social Club, 
through its support from General Mills, do-
nated one trailer load of cereals to hurricane 
victims in Jamaica. Two truck-loads of hospital 
beds and equipment, donations by Toledo 
area hospitals, were shipped to two hospitals 
in Jamaica. 

In addition, athletic uniforms and equipment, 
books and pencils have been donated to sev-
eral schools in Jamaica, including four com-
puters, which were donated to Trench Town 
School in Kingston and one to Harry Watch 
School in Manchester, Jamaica. 

Over the years, several scholarships have 
been awarded to high school students in the 
Toledo area for excellent achievement, and 
the organization sponsors a ‘‘Dreams for 
Teens’’ TV talent show designed to enhance 
students with exceptional ability to perform 
competitively. Winners of this talent competi-
tion are offered prizes and scholarships. 

Periodic donations are made to Toledo’s 
homeless shelters as well. 

The Jamaican Social Club serves as a liai-
son between the Citizens of Toledo and its au-
thorities and the people and Government of 
Jamaica, and offers assistance to newly ar-
rived immigrants to get adjusted in their com-
munities. 

The Jamaican Social Club has hosted sev-
eral Jamaican diplomats as well as many 
other guests from Jamaica; Toronto, Canada; 
Baltimore, MD; New York, NY; and Indianap-
olis. IN; to the city of Toledo. 

We offer our heartiest congratulations to the 
Jamaican Social Club for its rich history and 
wonderful contributions to our region over the 
last 40 years. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ELAINE E. 
THOMPSON 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to honor the life of Ms. 
Elaine E. Thompson of Hamilton, Virginia. 
Throughout her life, Ms. Thompson was a re-
spected leader in her community and a nota-
ble historian of African American culture in 
Loudoun County. Coming from a family of 
educators, I applaud Ms. Thompson’s dedica-
tion to the search for knowledge throughout 

her life as teacher, historian, author, and 
speaker. 

Ms. Thompson led many successful efforts 
to advance the recognition and preservation of 
African American history. Aside from her nu-
merous contributions of written work on the 
subject, she was instrumental in the founding 
of the Thomas Balch Library’s Black History 
Committee, and the establishment of the his-
toric highway marker at the Emancipation 
Grounds in Purcellville, Virginia. Ms. Thomp-
son was a role model and mentor for many in 
the community. Most recently, she left her 
mark on African American history through her 
contribution of Joseph Trammell’s freedom 
certificate to the Museum of African American 
History and Culture. Joseph Trammell, a freed 
slave who was buried in Lincoln, Virginia, was 
an ancestor of Ms. Thompson. In 2014, she 
donated Mr. Trammell’s freedom certificate to 
the National Museum of African American His-
tory and Culture. One of the last joys of her 
life was to see her gift at the museum’s open-
ing and to be an invited guest at the Dedica-
tion Ceremony and Gala. Her selfless legacy 
will forever be a part of the history of Loudoun 
County and the nation as a whole. 

Elaine was quiet but passionate, resolute 
and firm in her convictions. She lavished love, 
affection, and gifts on family members and 
friends. She also gently shared her dis-
pleasure if someone disappointed her. After 
her retirement, Elaine dedicated her time to 
caring for her parents in their declining years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in celebrating the life of, and bidding fare-
well to, Elaine E. Thompson. May she rest in 
peace, and her family be comforted. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE LONG 
BRANCH FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Long Branch Free Public Li-
brary as its administration, Board of Trustees, 
members and the Long Branch community 
celebrates its 100th anniversary this year. Its 
commitment to serving the community is truly 
deserving of this body’s recognition on this 
significant milestone. 

Throughout its history, the Long Branch 
Free Public Library has supported and been 
supported by the community. At the proposal 
by a group of thirty local women, the Long 
Branch Free Public Library got its start in 1878 
as The East Long Branch Reading Room & Li-
brary Association. For 38 years, The East 
Long Branch Reading Room & Library Asso-
ciation was operated by the group until they 
turned it over to the City of Long Branch in 
1916 as a requisite for a Carnegie Corporation 
grant for a new library that city residents had 
approved via referendum that November. 

Since its founding, the Long Branch Free 
Public Library has been an integral part of the 
Long Branch community and maintains out-
standing resources and accessibility for its pa-
trons. Over the years, the library continued to 
grow, expanding to a second branch in the 
Elberon section of Long Branch and currently 
averages 10,000 visits per month. It has 
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evolved with technology and the changing 
needs of its patrons, providing computers and 
free Wi-Fi access, career services, research 
assistance, literacy and citizenship classes, 
and homebound library services among many 
other vital services. The Long Branch Free 
Public Library also serves as a place for the 
community to come together, offering pro-
grams for children and young adults, book 
clubs, cultural events, historical programs and 
activities for all ages. 

The Long Branch Free Public Library is a 
welcome place for the community to share 
and has been recognized for its efforts to offer 
an outstanding space for learning and civic in-
volvement. It was selected by Asbury Park 
Press readers as one of the Best Libraries in 
Monmouth County in 2015 and received the 
2014 New Jersey State Library Innovation 
Award. Its Director, Tonya Garcia, was also 
named the New Jersey Library Association 
2016 Librarian of the Year. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Long 
Branch Free Public Library. The library con-
tinues to uphold its mission to assist the com-
munity and its efforts are to be recognized. 

f 

IN HONOR OF RAMON ‘‘CHUNKY’’ 
SANCHEZ 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ramon ‘Chunky’ Sanchez, an excep-
tional musician and activist for the community 
of San Diego. Chunky Sanchez passed away 
on Friday, October 28, 2016, a few days be-
fore his sixty-fifth birthday. 

Chunky Sanchez was born in 1951 in 
Blythe, California to Mexican immigrant par-
ents. He was a talented musician, who was 
taught traditional Mexican music by his mother 
and uncles. 

Chunky Sanchez quickly learned how to 
sing, play ten different instruments, and com-
pose his own music. In 1969 he attended San 
Diego State University on a scholarship and 
began performing with La Rondalla Amerindia 
de Aztlán, a noted musical group composed of 
students and professors. 

Later, Chunky Sanchez became a vocalist 
for the folklore group Los Alcranes (The Scor-
pions) which he co-founded along with his 
brother Ricardo. They recorded their first 
album in 1977. Through his music, he would 
tell the story of the Chicano movement and of 
the Mexican American bi-cultural experience. 

Chunky Sanchez was so well received that 
labor leader Cesar Chavez would often invite 
him to play at union rallies. Chunky Sanchez 
was also an incredibly active member of the 
San Diego community. In his song ‘Rising 
Souls’, he sang that we needed to ‘educate, 
not incarcerate, so that humanity will shine.’ 

During his lifetime he embodied these lyrics 
as he worked with local youth as a coach, an 
educator, a youth center director, and a gang 
intervention counselor. His passion and care 
for the community garnered numerous awards 
and honors from organizations across Cali-
fornia and throughout the City of San Diego. 

Chunky Sanchez is best known for his song 
‘‘Chicano Park Samba’’, which narrated the 

struggle for and successful creation of Chi-
cano Park in San Diego. A City Historic Land-
mark, Chicano Park honors the history of the 
Chicano Mexican people through monumental 
murals, sculptures, earthworks, and an archi-
tectural piece. 

Earlier in the 114th Congress, I introduced 
H.R. 3711, the Chicano Park Preservation Act 
to preserve Chicano Park as part of the Na-
tional Historic system. Coincidentally, this bill 
is being marked up by the House Natural Re-
sources Committee later today. I would like to 
thank Chairman BISHOP and Ranking Member 
GRIJALVA for supporting this legislation. It’s a 
fitting way to honor Ramon ‘Chunky’ 
Sanchez’s memory. 

Ramon Chunky Sanchez will be missed by 
his family—his wife Isabel, five children, many 
grandchildren and the San Diego community. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD the 
lyrics of the Chicano Park Samba. 

CHICANO PARK SAMBA LYRICS 
LOS ALACRANES MOJADOS: CHUNKY SANCHEZ, 

RICARDO SANCHEZ, MARIO AGUILAR, MARCO 
ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ 

In the year the year 1970, in the city of San 
Diego, under the Coronado Bridge, lied 
a little piece of land, a piece of land 
that the community of Logan Heights 
wanted to make into a park . . . 

A park where all the chavalitos could play in 
so they wouldn’t have to play in the 
street and get run over by a car . . . 

a park where all the viejitos could come and 
just sit down and watch the sun go 
down in the tarde . . . 

a park where all the familias could come and 
just get together on a Sunday after-
noon and celebrate the spirit of life 
itself. 

But the city of San Diego said, ‘‘Chale. We’re 
going to make a highway patrol sub-
station here, man.’’ 

So on April 22nd, 1970, la raza of Logan 
Heights and other Chicano commu-
nities of San Diego got together, and 
they organized . . . 

and they walked on the land, and they took 
it over with their picks and their shov-
els and they began to build their park. 

And today, that little piece of land under the 
Coronado Bridge is known to every-
body . . . as Chicano Park . . . Orale! 

It began in 1970, under the Coronado Bridge 
En mi barrio, in San Diego 
Where my people began to fight 
For Chicano Park, for Chicano Park 
Under the bridge, under the bridge, under the 

bridge . . . 
We shall continue to live my brother, 
We shall continue to fight my friend 
For Chicano Park, under the bridge . . . 
Raza!, Que vivan, que vivan, Los barrios 

unidos! 

f 

RECOGNIZING 1ST CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 
SCHOOLS FOR ACHIEVING THE 
NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Calvary Day School and 
Jacob G. Smith Elementary School in Savan-
nah as well as Midway Elementary School in 
Blackshear for being awarded the National 
Blue Ribbon in 2016 by the U.S. Secretary of 
Education, John B. King, Jr. 

These outstanding schools won the blue rib-
bon for their overall academic excellence, 
progress in closing achievement gaps among 
student subgroups, and demonstrating that all 
students can strive to achieve peak levels in 
education. 

The award is an extraordinary achievement 
for these schools. The selection process for 
National Blue Ribbon Award is highly competi-
tive and schools from all over the country 
compete for this prestigious honor. 

I am proud to rise today to congratulate the 
principals, staff, students, and families of the 
schools for their hard work in achieving this 
national recognition. I wish them the best of 
luck this school year and encourage them to 
continue their impressive work in the First 
Congressional District of Georgia. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TAYLORVILLE 
AS THE CHILLI CAPITAL OF IL-
LINOIS 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, today I congratulate my hometown of 
Taylorville on its designation as the Chilli Cap-
ital of Illinois. 

Taylorville hosts five International Chilli So-
ciety cook-offs every year, in addition to nu-
merous local and regional events. Each sum-
mer, Taylorville is home to the Christian Coun-
ty Ag Fair’s chilli cookoff and in October, 
Taylorville hosts its own ‘‘Chillinois Regional’’ 
Chillifest. 

Annually, these competitions bring twelve 
chilli-cooking world champions to Taylorville 
and as many as ten thousand chilli con-
noisseurs. Earlier this year, the Illinois General 
Assembly passed H.R. 1357, which officially 
named Taylorville the Chilli Capital of Illinois. 

I am very proud of my hometown and I 
would like to commend Mayor Brotherton and 
the City of Taylorville on this distinction. I look 
forward to celebrating many more years as the 
state’s chilli capital. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GERTIE 
FLETCHER 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to honor the life of Mrs. 
Gertrude ‘‘Gertie’’ Mae Smith Fletcher of 
Ashburn, Virginia. Throughout her life, Mrs. 
Fletcher was a respected leader in the com-
munity as she and her husband Charlie were 
founding members of Ashburn Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Department. Her dedicated serv-
ice has kept the people of the Ashburn com-
munity safe for over 60 years. 

One morning in 1947, Gertrude was busy 
preparing for an event at the fire station when 
an alarm was dispatched. Her brother-in-law, 
Carly Fletcher, was the only fireman that re-
sponded to answer the call that morning. Re-
alizing that he may need help in this situation, 
Carly called for Mrs. Fletcher to get in the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:47 Nov 17, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A16NO8.014 E16NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1496 November 16, 2016 
truck with him and promptly deputized her as 
a volunteer firefighter. Ever since that day, 
Mrs. Fletcher supported the Ashburn Volun-
teer Fire and Rescue Department through her 
service as an officer of the Ladies Auxiliary. 
Her selfless legacy will forever be a part of 
both organizations. 

Always willing to lend a hand to a neighbor 
in need, Gertie was an irreplaceable pillar of 
our community. Mrs. Fletcher was active in all 
phases of community life in Ashburn, from her 
leadership at the Calvary Baptist Church to 
her role in forming the Blue Ridge Speech and 
Hearing Center. She always worked tirelessly 
to better her community. Mrs. Fletcher is sur-
vived by her son, Tom Fletcher, two grand-
children, Brian and Catherine, and two great- 
grandchildren, Taryn and Brock and a sister, 
Aileen. She will be missed by the countless 
lives she has touched over her years of public 
service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in celebrating the life of, and bidding fare-
well to, Gertrude Mae Smith Fletcher. May she 
rest in peace, and her family be comforted. 

f 

RECOGNIZING IMPACT BROWARD 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Impact Broward and the critical 
work they do in South Florida. This vital orga-
nization has served Broward County through a 
dedicated commitment to providing at-risk chil-
dren, veterans, senior citizens, and other indi-
viduals with the resources and care that they 
so urgently need. 

Each day, Impact Broward provides stu-
dents with academic assistance, offers support 
to veterans, assists struggling senior citizens, 
and supports Broward County Non-Profits. 
These programs exist because of the strong 
commitment of all Impact Broward’s staff, and 
I would like to especially acknowledge their 
President and CEO, Peter Kaldes, for the ex-
ceptional work that he has done to ensure that 
all Broward County residents get the care and 
support that they need. 

Congratulations to today’s honorees: Dr. 
Philip Greenberg of the William ‘‘Bill’’ Kling VA 
Clinic, receiving the 2016 Edith S. Lederberg 
Wisdom in Action Award; Bruce Williams of 
the Pride Center, receiving the Lifetime 
Achievement Award; Deputy Lauren Apollo of 
the Broward Sheriff’s Office, receiving the Indi-
vidual Award; Whole Foods Market, receiving 
the Award of Excellence; Flora Lathem of the 
Foster Grandparent Program, receiving the 
Robert Scott Public Service Award for Volun-
teering with Children; Jacqueline Coleman, re-
ceiving the Senior Companion Volunteer 
Award; Lisa Pohle, receiving the RSVP Sen-
iors, Teachers Achieving Reading Success 
Volunteer Award; and American Express re-
ceiving the Corporate Excellence Award. 

I express deep appreciation for Impact 
Broward’s great work. Their dedication to pro-
vide struggling individuals with critical attention 
and support is noble. 

RECOGNIZING DIRECTOR GALE 
MCCOY 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mrs. Gale McCoy and all of 
her accomplishments as Director of the At-
lanta Passport Agency. 

Over the last 5 years, the Atlanta Passport 
Agency has assisted a copious amount of 
Americans with passport issuance for imme-
diate travel since the agency opened in 2011. 
This year alone the Atlanta Passport Agency 
has helped more than 38,000 citizens. 

Director McCoy has worked with the Atlanta 
Passport Agency since its inception, providing 
a service which is important to residents 
across Georgia because, otherwise, Geor-
gians would need to travel to New Orleans, 
Miami, or Washington, DC, to gain an urgent, 
new passport. In addition to her time working 
with the Atlanta Passport Agency, Director 
McCoy has worked for the U.S. Department of 
State in various other capacities for more than 
30 years. 

Later this year, Mrs. McCoy will retire as the 
Director of the Atlanta Passport Agency. I rise 
today to recognize her effort and accomplish-
ments in assisting U.S. Citizens and thank her 
for the service she has provided to many peo-
ple in the First Congressional District of Geor-
gia. I wish her the best with her future endeav-
ors. 

f 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF THE 
COMMISSION ON ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize the Commission on Economic 
Opportunity (CEO) which is celebrating its 
50th Anniversary this year. With the mission of 
promoting self-sufficiency among low-income 
and vulnerable populations by confronting the 
causes and reducing the effects of poverty, 
CEO has consistently advanced the wellbeing 
of my constituents and our community in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

The Commission on Economic Opportunity 
was established in 1966 as a multi-service, 
nonprofit organization. With its central office in 
Wilkes-Barre, CEO has expanded to include 
offices throughout my district in Hazleton, 
Tunkhannock, and Kingston. CEO operates 
more than 20 community development pro-
grams, and, with over 150 full and part-time 
employees, their work serves over 32,000 indi-
viduals in Northeastern Pennsylvania each 
year. CEO’s ability to adapt to the changing 
nature of poverty has been a key part of their 
success, and this allows them to use flexible 
and local solutions to promote self-sufficiency 
in our region. 

When I was mayor, I worked with Gene 
Brady and CEO to develop the Pine Street 
neighborhood in Hazleton. This area was in 
need of renovation, and after a four block sec-
tion of land was donated, Gene and I brought 

the community together to build single-family 
homes. Staying true to their mission, CEO 
helped these families take control of their 
mortgages and become self-sufficient home-
owners. Over ten years later, the Pine Street 
neighborhood is still thriving thanks to the 
work of Gene and all of the employees and 
volunteers at CEO, and this truly exemplifies 
their ability to increase the standard of living 
for all. 

As a father of four and grandfather of four, 
I recognize the importance of providing our 
children with every opportunity to succeed. 
That’s why I am grateful that an organization 
like CEO has taken a leading role in creating 
child and family-centered services in my dis-
trict to ensure that the challenges of poverty 
do not limit anyone’s potential. The Commis-
sion on Economic Opportunity also under-
stands the need for strategic partnerships to 
address the root causes of poverty. Their ef-
forts to provide funding and leadership for 
groups such as Luzerne County Head Start, 
the Child Development Council of NEPA, 
Rural Health Corporation of NEPA, and Mater-
nal and Family Services of NEPA, have al-
lowed them to reach the community at large, 
while efficiently using their resources to estab-
lish more low-income organizations in the re-
gion. The Monsignor Andrew J. McGowan 
Center for Healthy Living exemplifies their 
strategic partnerships, as they utilize their own 
Weinberg Food Bank to store and distribute 
food to a network of regional agencies, with 
the intent of helping people go ‘‘from hungry to 
healthy.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, with 50 years of successful 
service in Northeastern Pennsylvania, the 
Commission on Economic Opportunity has 
consistently set an example of what can be 
achieved when a private organization engages 
with their community. On behalf of my con-
stituents, I want to thank the board of direc-
tors, staff, and volunteers that have worked 
tirelessly to make their goal of ‘‘People Help-
ing People’’ possible, and I look forward to 
their continued success in Northeastern Penn-
sylvania. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MAXINE 
PRATHER 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge one of my constituents, Maxine 
Prather, who turned 99 years old on Sep-
tember the 19th. Mrs. Prather’s life has been 
a truly American story. Born in 1917, Maxine 
lived through some of the most uncertain 
times in American history during which she not 
only endured, but flourished. 

Maxine Prather, affectionately called Gigi by 
her grandkids, worked as a secretary for many 
years. She was a devoted wife to her husband 
who was a Methodist Minister. Through the 
years, the family travelled the country to 
preach the scripture. It was through these 
travels that Maxine developed an interest in 
collecting beautiful china for her home. To this 
day Maxine Prather still enjoys entertaining 
guests, shopping and visiting the great muse-
ums our nation has to offer every chance she 
gets. 
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Mr. Speaker, this is a woman of extreme 

courage and fortitude, whose life story serves 
as an inspiration to all. She has spent nearly 
her entire life in service to others and her self-
lessness should be acknowledged for all to 
witness. I would ask my fellow members to 
stand with me and applaud Mrs. Maxine 
Prather and wish her well. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL CENTRAL 
SERVICE WEEK 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize October 9th–15th, 2016 as 
International Central Service Week. 

During this week, we recognize and show 
appreciation to the Central Service Profes-
sionals across the world, who work each day 
to guarantee that all surgical instruments are 
clean and sterile. 

I think everyone has either experience 
themselves or has a loved one who has expe-
rienced a surgical procedure where a Central 
Service Professional was directly responsible 
for decontaminating, cleaning, processing, as-
sembling, and sterilizing the instruments used 
throughout that procedure. 

To all of those dedicated Central Service 
Professionals, thank you for what you do. 
Please know your work is appreciated and you 
are an important part of keeping our nation 
healthy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE FLYNN 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to my good friend, 
George Flynn, who is retiring after nearly 30 
years of dedicated public service as Pulaski 
County Circuit Clerk in Somerset, Kentucky. 

George has honorably served as Circuit 
Clerk since winning his first election in 1987. 
Since then, he has proven to be one of the 
most beloved and respected leaders in the 
county with his unmatched work ethic and 
quick wit. Everyone ‘‘south of the river’’ in Pu-
laski County is related to George, or claims to 
be, and his support has never wavered. 
Whether you have known George for five min-
utes or fifty years, he treats you like family, 
earning him a loyalty with friends in and out of 
the political arena. He always has a personal 
story to share—and at a moment’s notice, he 
can rattle off the history of Pulaski County, 
along with the genealogy of nearly every fam-
ily in town. He has never been one to pass 
through with a quick hello—but genuinely in-
quires about the well-being of friends and fam-
ily. 

Over the last three decades, George has 
brought the Pulaski County Circuit Clerk’s of-
fice up to speed with 21st century tech-
nology—overseeing the digitization of thou-
sands of records and managing growing court 
dockets on a daily basis. His operation is top- 
notch. 

Outside of the clerk’s office, his volunteer 
service has been second to none. From the 
Lake Cumberland Friends Association, to the 
Boy Scouts of America, to the Ducks Unlim-
ited Club and the Pulaski County Lincoln 
Club—his tireless efforts to improve local qual-
ity of life expands across the Lake Cum-
berland region. 

Everyone is equipped with the same compo-
nents to make a difference in their community, 
but it is only those with the courage of convic-
tion and dedication, like George Flynn, who 
will leave a legacy of community service, such 
as he has done. My wife, Cynthia, and I wish 
George and his wife, Resa, many years of joy 
and good health in their retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING EL COMERCIO 
DE COLORADO 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate El Comercio de Colorado on their 
award-winning editorial excellence. 

El Comercio de Colorado is a bilingual 
newspaper which has served Colorado and 
the Denver area since 1999 with articles about 
international, national and local news topics of 
importance to our community. El Comercio de 
Colorado has embodied leadership in the His-
panic printed media industry. In recognition of 
their quality publications, the National Associa-
tion of Hispanic Publications (NAHP) has pre-
sented El Comercio de Colorado with four 
Gold José Martı́ Publishing Awards. 

El Comercio de Colorado was noted as hav-
ing the number one Classified Ads section in 
the nation during the 34th edition of the José 
Martı́ Publishing Awards. For industry leading 
distinction, the sports section was awarded 
two gold awards for content and design, as 
well as cartoonist Angonoa, who received gold 
for outstanding work. El Comercio de Colo-
rado also received honorable mentions for edi-
torial content, photography, illustrations and 
design. 

I would like to congratulate partner and Edi-
tor Eva Tejada, as well as the entire staff at 
El Comercio de Colorado on a job well done. 
These awards show El Comercio de Colo-
rado’s unwavering commitment to quality pub-
lications and the Hispanic printed media com-
munity. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ISAAC B. ROSENBERG 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on 
behalf of myself and Mr. BRADY of Pennsyl-
vania, our Ranking Minority Member, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recognize Isaac 
B. Rosenberg, who is leaving the House to 
join the United States Department of Justice, 
National Courts Section. Mr. Rosenberg has 
served in the Office of the General Counsel 
for nearly three years as an Assistant General 
Counsel. Mr. Rosenberg provided frequent 
and invaluable legal advice and representation 

to the House community, particularly in con-
nection with federal court litigation involving 
issues of great institutional importance. Mr. 
Rosenberg provided extensive advice and liti-
gation expertise to the Chief Administrative Of-
ficer, the Committee on House Administration, 
the Committee on Ethics, House Leadership, 
and numerous Members, officers, and other 
committees of the House. House staff came to 
rely on Mr. Rosenberg’s expertise and guid-
ance, particularly in connection with their in-
vestigative and oversight activities. Mr. Rosen-
berg has played a very significant role in safe-
guarding the legal and institutional interests of 
the House of Representatives. He has served 
the House with great distinction, and we know 
he will continue to serve our Nation with that 
same level of distinction at the Department of 
Justice. On behalf of the Committee on House 
Administration and the entire House commu-
nity, we thank Mr. Rosenberg for his devoted 
service, and extend to him our very best wish-
es for continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE RON STEPHENS 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Representative Ron Ste-
phens from Savannah, Georgia, for being 
awarded the Distinguished Alumni Award from 
Armstrong Atlantic State University. 

Representative Ron Stephens represents 
the 164th District in the Georgia General As-
sembly. During his time as Representative, he 
has done a remarkable job representing his 
constituents. Currently, he is Chairman of the 
House Economic Development & Tourism 
Committee and a member of the Appropria-
tions, Rules, and Ways and Means Commit-
tees allowing him to advocate important issues 
for his constituency. In addition, Governor Na-
than Deal appointed Representative Stephens 
to the Georgia Tourism Foundation. 

Before his time in the Georgia General As-
sembly, Representative Stephens was already 
working for the betterment of his community. 
He began in pharmacy and served the med-
ical needs of others for thirty-seven years. 
Thereafter, he served as a councilman in Gar-
den City. 

Representative Ron Stephens has accom-
plished a great deal for his community. I am 
proud of my friend for his work and overjoyed 
that he is receiving the Distinguished Alumni 
Award from Armstrong Atlantic. 

f 

HONORING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SILICON VALLEY 
COUNCIL OF NONPROFITS 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to-
gether with my colleagues, Congress mem-
bers ANNA ESHOO and MIKE HONDA to ac-
knowledge the Silicon Valley Council of Non-
profits (SVCN). As is widely known, Santa 
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Clara County, particularly Silicon Valley, re-
ceives worldwide attention for its technological 
innovation, but Silicon Valley’s innovative spirit 
is not limited to technology, it also extends to 
public/private partnerships and the nonprofit 
sector. 

The Silicon Valley Council of Nonprofits 
(SVCN) was founded in 1996 to represent the 
local community interests of nonprofits in 
Santa Clara County. Its mission is to continue 
to foster and magnify the influence and con-
tribution of nonprofit agencies and businesses 
in Santa Clara County. 

SVCN achieves this mission with a broadly 
diverse approach, which includes policy work 
and advocacy, community partnerships and al-
liances, and budget and leadership develop-
ment. This approach is second to none, when 
compared to other common Organizational 
Development groups, namely because it par-
ticipates in the public and private sectors to le-
verage the effectiveness and impact of non-
profits. SVCN has a network of 200 member 
agencies which serve as a vital catalyst for 
building and maintaining nonprofit leaders, 
partners and collaborators. Furthermore, it is 
an integral and unifying voice for health and 
human service agencies in Santa Clara Coun-
ty. 

SVCN focuses on building alliances and 
partnerships to increase the effectiveness of 
nonprofits. It increases the capacity of non-
profits through trainings, summits and skill 
building programs that make nonprofits more 
effective and it encourages nonprofit leaders 
to be better advocates for their system of care 
and serve as spokespersons at public forums; 
hearings, and developing meaningful relation-
ships by participating with local elected and 
government officials at key decision making 
tables. 

When SVCN achieves its goals, it benefits 
the entire nonprofit sector and ultimately our 
community, particularly those individuals and 
families who are disenfranchised and find 
themselves struggling to meet even their most 
basic needs of housing, healthcare, food and 
education. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in honoring the Silicon Valley Coun-
cil of Nonprofits, for its 20 years of extraor-
dinary leadership and advocacy in the non-
profit sector. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LOUDOUN 
PRESERVATION LEADER SU WEBB 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to re-
member my constituent Carolyn ‘‘Su’’ Allen 
Saunders Webb from Loudoun County, Vir-
ginia. Mrs. Webb was well known throughout 
the community for her passion and dedication 
to park conservation. She was an individual 
committed to protecting the landmarks that 
make up Virginia’s beautiful and historic 
Loudoun County. Mrs. Webb earned recogni-
tion through her preservation efforts on the 

Piedmont Environmental Council, Aldie Herit-
age Association, and the Lovettsville Park Ad-
visory Board. She was one of the foremost 
preservation leaders in Loudoun County, and 
her tireless efforts can be seen throughout our 
great Commonwealth. 

As a long-serving newspaperwoman, Mrs. 
Webb consistently focused her energy on the 
local community by keeping Loudoun County 
informed. Additionally, she served on the 
Loudoun County Parks, Recreation and Open 
Space Advisory Board for over 20 years. Few 
individuals have had such a sterling record of 
protecting their community’s resources. Clear-
ly, Mrs. Webb’s unrelenting belief in preserva-
tion gave her the strength to protect the com-
munity she loved until her passing. 

Mrs. Webb led the way in founding the 
Farm Museum at Claude Moore Park in Ster-
ling, Virginia, as well as the transfer of the 
Historic Mt. Zion Church and Aldie Mill Park to 
the protection of NOVA Parks. For her actions 
she was named the 2012 Heritage Hero by 
the Mosby Heritage Association and was in-
ducted as a Loudoun Laurel. 

Mrs. Webb is survived by her sister and 
brother-in-law Sally and Richard Garrison, her 
daughter and son-in-law Anne and Steve 
Fabry, her aunt Mary Hirschi, and the Hirschi 
and Carey cousins. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to highlight the 
life and legacy of Su Webb and the impact 
she had on our district. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in remembering Mrs. Webb 
on her commitment to natural and historical 
preservation in Loudoun County. May she rest 
in peace. 

f 

REMEMBERING DOYLE KELLEY 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Doyle Kelley from Savan-
nah, Georgia, who passed away on Sep-
tember 30th. Mr. Kelley, known throughout the 
Savannah community as Coach Kelley, dedi-
cated his life to teaching and mentoring stu-
dents. 

After graduating from Armstrong Atlantic 
State University in 1969, Coach Kelley started 
coaching Jenkins High School’s basketball 
team, sparking his commitment to students. 

Coach Kelley’s passion shows not only in 
his incredible success on the court, but also 
the notorious testimonials from students about 
how he changed their lives for the better. After 
he moved to coach basketball at Savannah 
Christian Preparatory School, he had 427 vic-
tories in basketball alongside 18 state cham-
pionships, but the number of students he posi-
tively impacted is far greater. 

After his successful years in the sport, 
Coach Kelley served as the high school prin-
cipal for 14 years at Savannah Christian until 
his retirement. 

His caring and compassionate nature was 
seen by everyone in the community—from 
friends, colleagues, students, and certainly 

family members. Coach Kelley’s presence in 
the community will be deeply missed and felt 
by all who had the pleasure of knowing him. 

f 

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF THE 
STANDARD-SPEAKER 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize The Standard-Speaker, which is 
celebrating its 150th Anniversary this year. 
With a humble beginning in my hometown of 
Hazleton, The Standard-Speaker has provided 
generations of my constituents with reliable 
and current news in Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania. 

It is hard to imagine what our city would be 
like without The Standard-Speaker to keep us 
informed. When I was mayor for more than 
ten years, the newspaper was always there on 
my front step in the mornings, and the report-
ers and editors would be weighing in letting 
me know how I was doing. Now that I am a 
member of Congress, The Standard-Speaker 
is still a good barometer of what is happening 
at home and what the people are thinking 
about. 

The Standard-Speaker has a long and 
proud history. It was founded in 1866 as The 
Hazleton Sentinel, and after numerous owner-
ship changes during the late 1800s and early 
1900s, the paper was eventually purchased by 
former Hazleton Treasurer Henry Walser. For 
a time, there were three publications in Hazle-
ton: The Plain Speaker, the Daily Standard, 
and The Hazleton Sentinel. After acquiring the 
Daily Standard in 1917 to create The Stand-
ard-Sentinel, Henry Walser and his new part-
ner, John R. Dershuck, combined their efforts 
to bring The Standard-Sentinel and The Plain 
Speaker under one roof in 1961. Ownership 
was eventually consolidated in the hands of 
Henry’s son, Frank, who merged not just the 
morning and afternoon papers, but also their 
names, to give rise to the all-day publication, 
The Standard-Speaker. 

Staying true to the paper’s heritage of family 
ownership and strategic mergers, in April of 
2007, it was announced that the Lynett and 
Haggerty families of Scranton would purchase 
the paper. The company already owned The 
Citizens’ Voice in Wilkes-Barre, The Times- 
Tribune in Scranton, and The Republican & 
Herald in Pottsville, which made The Stand-
ard-Speaker a natural fit for their vision of 
treating Northeastern Pennsylvania as a single 
region in which Hazleton occupies a unique 
spot. 

Mr. Speaker, for more than a century, The 
Standard-Speaker has been an integral part of 
the community in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 
Generations of families have not only relied on 
the paper for their daily news, but have been 
the ones working to produce it. I am incredibly 
grateful for the work of all the employees that 
make The Standard-Speaker so special, and I 
look forward to the paper’s continued success 
and innovation in the years to come. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF SHILOH BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the sesquicentennial 
anniversary of Shiloh Missionary Baptist 
Church, located in my congressional district in 
Henderson, North Carolina. 

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church was 
founded in 1866, three years after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation was signed by President 
Abraham Lincoln and months following the 
ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution. The Church property was ac-
quired by its members for religious worship, 
and has since remained a place of worship 
and fellowship for the Henderson/Vance Coun-
ty community and other surrounding areas in 
eastern North Carolina. 

In the Church’s early days, both Methodists 
and Baptists worshipped in the same building, 
but in 1867, the membership had grown so 
significantly that the two denominations 
agreed that the Baptists would buy the Meth-
odists’ share of the property. Under the lead-
ership of Reverend Jefferson Burwell and Mr. 
Aaron Pratcher, Shiloh Baptist Church pro-
ceeded to organize a place of worship on one 
acre of land located in Henderson. 

Mr. Speaker, much of Shiloh Baptist 
Church’s growth over the years can be attrib-
uted to its dedicated leadership and congrega-
tion. In 1985, Reverend Richard I. Walden led 
the Church to a larger building to accommo-
date the growing congregation. With Reverend 
C. R. Mitchell as pastor in 1967, the Church 
saw the erection of a new Sanctuary and Edu-
cational Department. In October 2002, Shiloh 
further expanded with a new multipurpose 
building that was named in honor of Shiloh’s 
church mother, Mother Johnnie Young Mims 
Sanders. Since 1995, Shiloh has been 
pastored by Reverend Joseph L. Ratliff. 
Today, Shiloh Baptist Church remains a pillar 
of the Henderson community and in the state 
of North Carolina. 

The Church remains active in its community, 
serving as a longtime partner of the Food 
Bank of North Carolina. As a member of the 
food pantry, Shiloh serves over 975 house-
holds and over 2,280 individuals each month. 
Shiloh has also partnered with area churches 
to provide school supplies to students and 
Christmas food boxes to over 225 families an-
nually. 

Shiloh Baptist Church’s 150th anniversary 
observes the labor and dedication over 150 
years as well as the Church’s promise for the 
future. By the grace of God, Shiloh Baptist 
Church’s outstanding leadership and devoted 
congregation have allowed for significant 
growth in membership and ministry and con-
tinued outreach in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the rich history of 
Shiloh Baptist Church in Henderson, North 
Carolina, and I ask that my colleagues join me 
in congratulating Reverend Ratliff, the con-
gregation, and the residents of Henderson on 
this historic milestone. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,847,114,759,737.23. We’ve 
added $9,220,237,710,824.15 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF OLD DOMINION COTIL-
LION 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to honor the 25th anniversary of Old Dominion 
Cotillion. Established in 1991, Old Dominion 
Cotillion has worked tirelessly to educate 
young women about how to conduct them-
selves with grace and poise, as well as the 
value of community service. 

Old Dominion Cotillion is an all-volunteer, 
nonprofit women’s social organization founded 
by Sherry Clark Pressley of Vienna, Virginia. 
Her original vision, along with friends Alice 
Cromarty, Lisa Alexander and Lynn Williams, 
was to establish an organization of families 
working together to expand their daughters’ 
knowledge and confidence to deal with their 
future adult lives. The work done by the 
women of Old Dominion Cotillion has helped 
shape the lives of countless young women 
who will serve as the leaders of tomorrow. 

The ODC’s commitment to the community 
can be seen not only through their efforts to 
prepare young women for adulthood, but also 
through their service efforts. This year alone 
their membership contributed more than 900 
hours of service to the Ronald McDonald 
House in Falls Church, as well as to several 
other organizations. During these years of vol-
unteerism, ODC has received many accolades 
and recognitions, such as the Fairfax County 
Youth Volunteer Service Award for out-
standing service and the Shelter House 30th 
Anniversary Champion Award for the high 
level of service and commitment to preventing 
and ending homelessness. It is organizations 
like this which keep the communities in Vir-
ginia’s 10th District vibrant and thriving, and it 
is my privilege to represent them. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the 25th anniversary of Old Do-
minion Cotillion and thank them for their ef-
forts to prepare young women for adulthood. 
What has evolved throughout their twenty-five- 
year history has been nothing less than mag-
ical. It has brought women together to work for 
the betterment of not only their girls but their 
families and communities. I know the Old Do-
minion Cotillion will continue to provide these 
young ladies with opportunities to serve and 
grow as individuals, and I wish them all the 
best. 

IN RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL 
DUNNE 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Colonel Michael Philip Dunne 
of Brunswick, who passed away on Sep-
tember 21st, 2016. 

He will be remembered by many in Geor-
gia’s First Congressional District for his 25 
years of work with Gulfstream Aerospace 
where he served as Safety Manager. Colonel 
Dunne also served in the United States Army 
for 11 years and spent the following 9 years 
in the Army Reserves. 

After 20 years of honorably serving his 
country, he retired as a Lieutenant Colonel. In 
his spare time, he loved to spend time with his 
family and stayed active in his community by 
fishing with his neighbors. 

Colonel Dunne’s life will always be admired 
for his leadership, compassion, generosity, 
and devotion to service. It is an honor to rec-
ognize Colonel Dunne’s life today. His pres-
ence and work in his community will certainly 
be missed. 

f 

NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, this week marks National Apprenticeship 
Week, a time set aside to celebrate and rec-
ognize apprenticeship programs for their suc-
cess in providing a clear pathway from edu-
cation to employment. 

Apprenticeship programs are mutually bene-
ficial for employers and job-seekers. They 
connect well-qualified, trained employees with 
meaningful, high paying jobs for fulfilling lives. 

They have played a critical role in the suc-
cesses companies across South Carolina, 
such as BMW, Michelin, Bridgestone, MTU 
America, Boeing, Blue Cross Blue Shield, and 
Volvo. Quality education and training is vital 
for competing in the workplace and I am 
grateful to Apprenticeship Carolina, led by Di-
rector Brad Neese, for their work in creating 
jobs. 

I appreciate that the Strengthening Career 
and Technical Education for the 21st Century 
Act passed the House in September. It is an 
honor to be a co-sponsor of this bipartisan 
legislation, and Congressman GLENN THOMP-
SON has been successful for his leadership on 
this important issue. Tax and regulation reduc-
tion by President-elect Donald Trump and Vice 
President-elect Mike Pence partnered with 
Speaker PAUL RYAN will create jobs. 

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops and 
may the President by his actions never forget 
September 11th in the Global War on Ter-
rorism. 
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HONORING NATIONAL VOICES FOR 

EQUALITY, EDUCATION AND EN-
LIGHTENMENT 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the exceptional work of 
National Voices for Equality, Education and 
Enlightenment (NVEEE) in combatting bullying 
and instilling the values of acceptance and 
love in the students of our South Florida com-
munity. 

Since 2009, NVEEE has worked tirelessly to 
prevent bullying, violence and suicide as well 
as create a safe space for students and adults 
to seek counseling and support. Led by 
Jowharah Sanders, a fierce advocate for to-
day’s youth, NVEEE has educated thousands 
of children through engaging workshops, 
mentorships and direct service. I applaud their 
efforts in addressing the root causes of bul-
lying and the challenges children face as they 
mature. 

As a mother and a Member of the Congres-
sional Anti-Bullying Caucus, it is with great 
honor that I recognize National Voices for 
Equality, Education and Enlightenment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL B. 
STAEBLER, A LEADER IN MICHI-
GAN’S LEGAL COMMUNITY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Michael B. Staebler, a leader in 
Michigan’s legal community, on the day of his 
retirement. Mr. Staebler has served the state 
of Michigan in a variety of roles throughout his 
distinguished career. 

Mr. Staebler graduated from the University 
of Michigan Law School in 1969 and has ex-
tensive experience in the legal field. From 
1975 to 1980, Mr. Staebler was the president 
and CEO of Michigan Capital and Service Inc., 
a Small Business Investment Corporation 
(SBIC) that provided financing for small busi-
nesses in Ann Arbor, Michigan. He has served 
on several advisory boards and trade groups, 
including working on the Small Business Com-
mittee of the American Bar Association. Mr. 
Staebler has also been a partner for Pepper 
Hamilton, LLP, where he led the firm’s prac-
tice on the formation and development of 
SBICs. 

Mr. Staebler’s work with Pepper Hamilton 
has focused on small business financing. As a 
partner of the firm and leader of its SBIC prac-
tice, he has helped create over 270 SBICs, 
which have provided startup funding for hun-
dreds of small businesses across the country. 
Additionally, Mr. Staebler serves as co-chair of 
the firm’s Funds Services Group, a division of 

the firm that provides advisory services for in-
vestment advisors and managers. He has 
served as counsel to numerous venture capital 
and public employee pension funds to help 
them better manage their investment activities. 

Mr. Staebler has been active in a variety of 
community groups and nonprofit organizations. 
He has been the director for the American 
Heart Association and Legal Aid as well as the 
Defender’s Association of Michigan. Mr. 
Staebler has also utilized his small business 
expertise to promote economic development in 
the state of Michigan. He has worked as the 
director of the Michigan Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and Ann Arbor SPARK, pub-
lic-private partnerships that encourage entre-
preneurship and business formation in Michi-
gan. In addition, Mr. Staebler has supported 
individual rights and freedoms through his in-
volvement with the American Civil Liberties 
Union. He served as co-chair of the ACLU 
Michigan Annual Dinner in 2011 and 2012 and 
has been instrumental in helping provide re-
sources and raising awareness on behalf of 
the organization. 

Mr. Staebler has been widely acclaimed for 
his work and has been named one of the Best 
Lawyers in America by his peers. He is recog-
nized as one of the foremost experts in the 
area of small business financing and has lec-
tured extensively on his experiences in his 
practice. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in recognizing the career and achieve-
ments of Michael B. Staebler. His achieve-
ments in business and the community are a 
testament to his hard work and character, and 
his outstanding work on behalf of the state of 
Michigan have been critical to driving innova-
tion and attracting jobs to the state. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE D. RAY JAMES 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, only 
in Washington could it make sense to heap 
praise and award a bonus to a contractor just 
two weeks before you try to cancel their con-
tract. That’s exactly what the Department of 
Justice (DOD and Bureau of Prisons (BOP) 
are trying to do in my district to the D. Ray 
James Correctional Facility in Folkston, Geor-
gia. 

Despite the fact that D. Ray James has 
been rated ‘‘superior’’ by BOP in each of the 
last three years, and operates $3,000 more ef-
ficiently per inmate than its federal peers, bu-
reaucrats at the DOJ and BOP are threatening 
to shut it down. This stems from an unsub-
stantiated DOJ report that admits they didn’t 
study several critical factors during their re-
view, and a politically motivated attempt to 
shut down prisons holding illegal aliens, with 
no plan on how to deal with them. 

In the balance are nearly 500 jobs in my 
district and thousands more across the county. 

To make matters worse, the BOP extended D. 
Ray James’ contract just a day before trying to 
go back on its word. Better yet, the author of 
the report—Deputy Attorney General Sally 
Yates—and officials from the Bureau of Pris-
ons are refusing to take my call to explain 
their actions or answer my questions. The 
simple truth is the facts do not support their 
conclusion and they are afraid to admit it. 

The American people are sick and tired of 
a bureaucracy run amok and there is perhaps 
no better example than this, from the same 
Administration that accidentally gave more 
than 1800 illegal aliens bound for deportation 
full American citizenship last year. I call on the 
BOP and DOJ to honor their commitment to 
the outstanding employees at D. Ray James 
and at private correctional facilities across the 
county. It’s time for them to stop stonewalling 
the efforts of Congress to hold them account-
able for their actions. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I unfortunately 
was unable to be present for votes taken on 
the House floor on May 25, 2016, missing Roll 
Call Vote Number 250. Had I been present, I 
would have voted in the following manner: 

Roll Call Number 250: NAY 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present for the vote on the Motion to 
Order the Previous Question on the Rule pro-
viding for consideration of both H.R. 5711 and 
H.R. 5982, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ Had the 
Motion to Order the Previous Question failed, 
Ms. SLAUGHTER would have been able to offer 
her amendment to the Rule, which would have 
made in order Mr. SARBANES’ bill H.R. 6324. 
H.R. 6324 is important legislation that would 
amend the Presidential Transition Act of 1963 
to prevent registered lobbyists from serving on 
Presidential Transition Teams. 

Additionally, had I been present for the vote 
on H. Res. 921, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ H. 
Res. 921 is the Rule providing for consider-
ation of both H.R. 5711, a bill to prohibit the 
Secretary of the Treasury from authorizing 
certain transactions by a U.S. financial institu-
tion in connection with the export or re-export 
of a commercial passenger aircraft to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, and H.R. 5982, the 
Midnight Rules Relief Act of 2016. I oppose 
these bills. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 

This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-

mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, No-
vember 17, 2016 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 
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