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HONORING JIMMIE MARTINEZ 

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the life and memory of Mr. 
Jimmie Martinez of Lumberton, Texas, who 
passed away earlier this month at the age of 
fifty-four. 

A former classmate of mine at Incarnate 
Word Academy, Jimmie committed himself to 
public service after graduation, joining the 
Nueces County Emergency Service District in 
Flour Bluff as a firefighter and EMT. He also 
served the Annaville Emergency Service Dis-
trict and Lumberton Fire and EMS as Assist-
ant Fire Marshal and as a firefighter and EMT. 

Jimmie served as the president of the twen-
ty-one-county East Texas Firefighters’ and 
Fire Marshals’ Association, received the fire-
fighter of the year award, the medal of valor 
and more. 

Most importantly, Jimmie was a friend to 
all—always willing to go out of his way to help 
those in need. He often volunteered on the 
weekends at his old firehouse in Flour Bluff to 
give them an extra hand. Jimmie was a great 
man and a dedicated public servant, and I say 
on behalf of the entire Coastal Bend commu-
nity, thank you Jimmie. You will be missed. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. LUIS VALDEZ 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join 
President Obama in honoring a truly great 
American, Mr. Luis Valdez of San Juan 
Bautista, California. This past September, Luis 
participated in a White House ceremony 
where the President presented him with a Na-
tional Medal of the Arts in recognition of his 
lifetime of contributions to the arts of the 
Unites States. The recognition highlights the 
incredible contribution Luis has made as a 
playwright, actor, writer, and director. 

Luis Valdez was born in Delano, California, 
in 1940. He was the second of ten children 
and grew up in a family of migrant farm work-
ers. Luis began work in the fields at a young 
age and followed the harvest with his family 
up and down California’s Central Valley. He 
attended numerous schools before his family 
finally settled in San Jose. He entered San 
Jose State University on a scholarship for 
math and physics but switched his major to 
English and began to pursue his passion for 
theater. The imagination of theater had held a 
grip on Luis from an early age. In grammar 
school, he had organized plays and put on 
puppet shows in his garage. While still at 
SJSU, Luis won a playwriting contest with The 
Theft, and produced a full length play called 
The Shrunken Head of Pancho Villa. 

In 1965, Luis returned to Delano and joined 
with Cesar Chavez in the UFW’s effort to or-
ganize farmworkers. It was then that he had 
the inspiration to combine his passions for the-
ater and social justice and created a farm 
workers theater troupe simply called El Teatro 
Campesino. The group specialized in short 
one act plays based on the farm worker expe-
rience that aimed to educate both farmworkers 
and the broader public. By 1967, El Teatro 
began to explore broader Chicano themes and 
Luis left the group to share that vision with a 
broader audience. He founded the Centro 
Campesino Cultural in Del Rey and later Fres-
no to produce plays in a theater setting. 

Luis quickly developed a reputation as the 
Godfather of Chicano theater and helped or-
ganize other Chicano theater groups through-
out the Southwest. During this period he wrote 
and produced numerous plays, including La 
Virgen de Tepeyac, La carpa de los 
resquachis, and Corridos: Tales of Passion 
and Revolucion. However, Luis is best known 
for his seminal play Zoot Suit which he first 
produced in Los Angeles in 1978. The next 
year, Zoot Suit became the first play written by 
a Chicano produced on Broadway. A film 
version followed in 1981. This film experience 
led Luis to other television and movie projects, 
including the hit movie La Bamba in 1987 that 
told the story of Richie Valens. 

All along Luis remained committed to the 
campesino movement that he helped form and 
that helped to form him. In 1971, he moved 
his theater group to San Juan Bautisa in my 
California district. He became a founding 
member of the California Arts Council and is 
a member of the College of Fellows of the 
American Theater. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House when I extend our congratulations to 
Luis Valdez for his most recent of honors. It 
comes on top of a lifetime of achievement giv-
ing voice to those voices that have been so 
often missed or dismissed by our broader so-
ciety. Mindful of recent events, his voice is 
more important than ever. 

f 

HONORING ELAINE KOHRMAN 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to acknowl-
edge Forest Supervisor Elaine Kohrman for 
her leadership during the on-going effort to up-
date the Cibola Forest Plan so that it reflects 
the perspectives and recommendations of all 
communities with historical ties to the land. 

As the Supervisor for the Cibola National 
Forest and National Grasslands, Kohrman has 
successfully brought together representatives 
of communities that have a long history of ani-
mosity and distrust of the federal government. 

Kohrman’s inclusive approach fostered an 
environment that encouraged leaders of sev-

eral New Mexico land grants to come together 
as leaders to provide their perspectives as 
part of the Forest Plan revision process. Six of 
the land grants, including San Antonio de las 
Huertas, Cañón de Carnué, Chilili, Torreón, 
Tajique, and Manzano have signed Memoran-
dums of Understanding to co-host and co-con-
vene the land grant communities as part of the 
public engagement process. The New Mexico 
Land Grant Council is also a participant by 
MOU and represents statewide issues in this 
process. Their active participation has been in-
strumental in developing and elevating a bet-
ter understanding for employees, other co-
operating agencies and public interests of their 
status and historic ties to the land and the 
continued uses of the Cibola to support their 
cultural identity. 

As a result of this involvement, the Cibola 
National Forest was recently recognized by 
the New Mexico Land Grant Consejo for ‘‘turn-
ing the page’’ and promoting good faith con-
sultation with the land grant communities. 

Kohrman has also welcomed participation 
from affected tribes and pueblos that are ac-
tively engaging with other participants, other 
than just the Forest Service. Five pueblos, in-
cluding Acoma, Isleta, Cochiti, San Felipe and 
Santa Ana, have also signed MOU’s to partici-
pate, leading to consideration of issues related 
to the protection of sacred sites and strength-
ening tribal partnerships. 

I greatly appreciate Elaine Kohrman’s efforts 
to promote a model of the Forest Service 
working as a partner, rather than being in the 
middle of issues. As a result of the more col-
laborative process, contentious issues are ad-
dressed in a more productive manner. I hope 
this collaboration can serve as a template for 
similar efforts throughout the Forest Service 
and the federal government. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
WORK OF DAVID FLORES 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life and work of David 
Flores of Georgetown, Texas. After nearly four 
decades of impeccable work as County Audi-
tor, David is beginning his richly-deserved re-
tirement. 

County Auditors play a vital role in maintain-
ing the fiscal integrity in county government 
and few have taken on this important respon-
sibility with greater professionalism than 
David. He knows that second-rate work isn’t 
acceptable. The people of Texas deserve that 
level of excellence when it comes to managing 
their precious tax dollars. David doesn’t let 
them down. 

David’s positive impacts on the counties 
he’s served cannot be overstated. Under his 
leadership, Williamson County’s bond rating 
went from ‘‘low investment grade’’ to AAA, the 
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highest rating available. He’s established 
thoughtful standards for county purchases and 
has provided superb oversight for $1 billion in 
capital projects. Central Texas is better be-
cause of his leadership and hard work. 

David’s commitment to excellence doesn’t 
stop when the work day ends. He has been a 
trustee for the Texas County and District Re-
tirement System and is a past president for 
the Texas Association of County Auditors. 
David shouldered the demanding responsibil-
ities as the Chairman of the Investment Com-
mittee for the Texas Association of Counties 
from 2008 to 2012. Over the years, he’s de-
servedly received numerous awards and com-
mendations as well as the admiration of his 
peers and colleagues. 

Retirement is to be celebrated and enjoyed. 
It is not the end of a career, but rather the be-
ginning of a new adventure. I heartily salute 
David Flores’ work and contributions to his 
community. I’m sure I echo the thoughts of all 
when I wish him the best in both his retire-
ment and all his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING DENNIS R. LEBER OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I honor my 
constituent, Dennis R. Leber, on his pending 
retirement upon more than 17 years of com-
bined service with the United States House of 
Representatives and the United States Air 
Force. 

Mr. Leber began his career as an Air Force 
telecommunications specialist, then spent sev-
eral decades in the private sector communica-
tions and networking industry. Upon comple-
tion of his private sector career, Mr. Leber 
served two years as a contractor with the U.S. 
House of Representatives and House Informa-
tion Resources (HIR) Group, where he com-
pletes his professional career this December, 
upon 11 years of service as a Senior Network 
Systems Engineer in this august institution. 

Mr. Leber’s dedication and professionalism 
touched the lives of many people and chal-
lenged all with whom he served to be the 
best. His presence and dedication will be 
missed, but we wish him well and Godspeed 
in his future adventures. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late Dennis R. Leber upon his retirement and 
thank him for his tireless service to the citi-
zens of the United States of America. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MAJOR TOOLE 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Major Travis N. Toole for his dedication to 
duty and service as an Army Officer. In 2014, 
Travis was selected to be an Army Congres-
sional Fellow in my office. His portfolio in-
cluded working with Team Monterey, all the 
Department of Defense entities located in 

Monterey, CA. Team Monterey includes the 
Defense Language Institute and the Naval 
Postgraduate School, Guard and Reserve fa-
cilities, SATCOM, and nine other critical DoD 
and Navy missions all located in Monterey, 
after the closure of the former Fort Ord. 

Major Toole staffed me for the House Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs and brought his 
expertise as an Engineer to the portfolio that 
led to significant accomplishments. He was in-
strumental in working the halls of the Pen-
tagon on behalf of the California National 
Guard to secure funding for a bridge replace-
ment, a number one priority of the Guard for 
several years. His diligence to constituent 
services enabled him to help a local transit 
provider navigate the Army bureaucracy for ul-
timate payment of transit services. He was 
well respected by the Military Construction Ap-
propriations staff for his contributions to the 
Subcommittee hearings and markup. 

When Travis returned to the Pentagon as 
an Army Congressional Budget Liaison, he 
worked closely with the House and Senate 
Military Constructions Appropriations Sub-
committees, ensuring Army’s budget positions 
were extremely well represented and articu-
lated to the Committees. He assisted the Sub-
committee staff with their oversight respon-
sibilities in Korea, Japan and many CONUS 
facilities, and accompanied Members visiting 
Afghanistan during the Christmas holiday. 

The next step for Major Toole will be further 
military education at the Command and Gen-
eral Staff College at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. 

A native of Cincinnati, Ohio, Major Toole 
was commissioned as an Engineer officer 
after his graduation from Ohio University with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree. He has subse-
quently earned a Master’s degree in Legisla-
tive Affairs from the George Washington Uni-
versity. He has served in a broad range of as-
signments during his Army career. Major 
Toole’s previous assignments include serving 
as a Mobility Support Platoon Leader for the 
562nd Engineer Company, 172nd Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, and a Sapper Platoon 
Leader and Executive Officer for the 73rd En-
gineer Company, 1st Brigade 25th Infantry Di-
vision at Fort Wainwright, Alaska. 

He then served as a Current Operations Of-
ficer for the 130th Engineer Brigade and com-
manded the 34th Sapper Company, 65th Engi-
neer Battalion at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. 
Travis has led Soldiers in combat as a Platoon 
Leader, Battalion Operations Officer, and 
Company Commander while deployed in direct 
support of combat operations in Iraq on three 
separate occasions. 

Throughout his distinguished Army career, 
Travis has positively affected his Soldiers, 
peers, and superiors. His extraordinary leader-
ship, thoughtful judgment, and exemplary work 
have made our country safer. On behalf of a 
grateful nation, I commend Major Travis Toole 
for his service to our nation and wish him all 
the best as he continues his journey in the 
United States Army. 

HONORING ADDISON RUSSELL FOR 
ADDISON RUSSELL DAY AT PACE 
HIGH SCHOOL IN PACE, FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise to recognize 
Addison Russell for his incredible athletic tal-
ent and honor him for Addison Russell Day at 
Pace High School. His natural ability to lead 
by example both on and off the field has dis-
tinguished him among his peers and built the 
foundation for his successful career. 

Born and raised in Pace, Florida, Russell 
began his freshman year at Pace High School 
in 2009 where he became the 5th freshman in 
the school’s history to play on the varsity 
baseball team. In 2010, he led Pace High 
School to a class 5A Florida High School Ath-
letic Association baseball state championship 
and again as runner-up in 2012. In 2011, Rus-
sell was selected to be a member of the USA 
Baseball 18U National Team at the COPABE 
18U/AAA Pan American Games. Russell hit a 
grand slam in the Championship game against 
Team Canada, allowing his team to take home 
the gold medal and Russell to be named at 
the First-Team All-Tournament as Shortstop. 

Upon graduating from high school, Russell 
was drafted by the Oakland Athletics with the 
11th overall pick of the first round in the 2012 
Major League Baseball Draft. He was then 
traded to the Chicago Cubs on July 4, 2014 
and on April 21, 2015 Russell made his major 
league debut against the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

Russell represented the Cubs in the 2016 
Major League Baseball All-Star Game as the 
starting shortstop for the National League. 
Then, during game six of the 2016 World Se-
ries, Addison hit the 19th grand slam in the 
history of the Series and also tied the Major 
League Baseball record for six RBIs by one 
player in a game on a team facing elimination 
from the fall classic. 

Mr. Speaker, Northwest Florida is proud to 
honor Addison Russell on November 29, 2016 
with Addison Russell Day at Pace High 
School. My wife Vicki and I extend Russell, 
wife, Melisa; and children, Aiden and Mila; our 
best wishes for their continued success. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 9TH ANNUAL 
LAKESHORE CLASSIC BASKET-
BALL INVITATIONAL 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great honor and respect that I recognize the 
Gary Chamber of Commerce as the organiza-
tion celebrates the 9th annual Lakeshore Clas-
sic Basketball Invitational. In observance of 
this special event, the Gary Chamber of Com-
merce hosted a celebratory corporate lunch-
eon at the Diamond Center in Gary, Indiana, 
on Monday, November 21, 2016, followed by 
the basketball invitational at West Side Lead-
ership Academy on Friday, November 25 and 
Saturday, November 26, 2016. 

The theme for this year’s Lakeshore Classic 
is ‘‘Step Up for Education,’’ which emphasizes 
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the importance of combining athletics, aca-
demics, and the significant role of teachers, 
parents, coaches, and community leaders in 
the educational processes. To enhance this vi-
sion, the Gary Chamber of Commerce chose 
David J. Johns, Executive Director for the 
White House Initiative on Educational Excel-
lence for African Americans, as a guest 
speaker for the corporate luncheon. This initia-
tive works with federal agencies and partners 
nationwide to improve the range of edu-
cational programs for African Americans. 
David is not only passionate about empow-
ering youth and conducting research to im-
prove the perception of African American 
males, he is also heavily committed to edu-
cational improvement in the African American 
community. Through his passion and tireless 
contributions to education, Mr. Johns has 
proven to be an extraordinary advocate and 
example to all youth and is an inspiration to us 
all. 

At this time, I would like to recognize the 
schools who participated in the Lakeshore 
Classic basketball tournament. These teams 
are dedicated to achieving academic excel-
lence and to demonstrating exceptional sports-
manship. The participating teams include the 
Gary West Side Lady Cougars, Gary West 
Side Cougars, John Marshall Lady Com-
mandos, John Marshall Commandos, East 
Chicago Central Cardinals, Thea Bowman Ea-
gles, Charles A. Tindley Tigers, and the Grif-
fith Panthers. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask you to join 
me in recognizing the Gary Chamber of Com-
merce, as well as the organizers and sponsors 
of the 9th annual Lakeshore Classic. Their 
leadership, enthusiasm, and dedication to our 
youth and Northwest Indiana is worthy of the 
highest praise. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PEACH TREE 
HEALTH ON ITS 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Peach Tree Health for its 25 
years of providing quality and affordable 
healthcare to medically underserved commu-
nities in the 3rd District of California. 

Peach Tree Health is a federally qualified 
health center and an independent non-profit 
corporation based in Marysville, California. It 
has successfully extended its services 
throughout three counties within the 3rd Dis-
trict without sacrificing its core values of com-
passion, integrity, excellence, and cooperation 
in providing care for almost 30,000 patients. 

In August, Peach Tree Health opened its 
first clinic in Sacramento County, launching a 
unique vision care service designed to maxi-
mize access to any child regardless of their 
family’s ability to pay. In 2017, Peach Tree 
Health will be opening a comprehensive Pedi-
atric Center in Yuba City, California, that will 
offer health and dental services. 

The Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices recently awarded Peach Tree Health a 
federal grant that will allow it to enhance its 
health information technology, further enhanc-
ing the quality of care it provides. 

Congratulations to Peach Tree Health on 
this important milestone and its continued 
work offering personalized health services at 
affordable rates. Its services are of great im-
portance to communities throughout the 3rd 
District and I look forward to working with 
them in the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PICATINNY 
ARSENAL’S STEM PROGRAM 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics (STEM) education pro-
gram developed by the United States Army 
Armament Research, Development and Engi-
neering Center (ARDEC) at Picatinny Arsenal 
in New Jersey. 

This STEM Educational Outreach Program 
supports public and private schools, colleges 
and universities, and professional develop-
ment training throughout the state of New Jer-
sey. Participants of the program have the op-
portunity to visit with exceptional engineers 
and scientists in their laboratories, gain fund-
ing for their student robotics teams and spon-
sorship for student competitions, and benefit 
from the creation of new instructional mate-
rials. Approximately 200 Picatinny scientists 
and engineers have volunteered to support 
STEM education by making over 1000 class-
room visits, staffing over 100 educational field 
trips to Picatinny Arsenal’s laboratories, par-
ticipating in the annual ‘‘Introduce a Girl to En-
gineering’’ Open House, assisting nearly 800 
teachers, and inspiring 50,000 students in 
over 400 schools, including many throughout 
the 10th Congressional District of New Jersey. 

This program has been developed to inspire 
students and educators through fresh and 
stimulating classroom activities in all avenues 
of STEM education. It has been custom tai-
lored to meet the specific needs of individual 
schools using cutting edge technologies that 
are critical in order to compete in this current 
employment market. On behalf of the New 
Jersey youth, I am humbled to see such dedi-
cation from ARDEC’s staff and professionals 
who are dedicated to transferring their knowl-
edge of emerging technologies in STEM and 
look forward to the next generation of sci-
entists and engineers from NJ–10. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
MICHAEL SIMONOFF 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the life of Michael Scott 
Simonoff—a beloved husband, father, and 
son—who passed away following a motorcycle 
accident on Wednesday, November 9, 2016. 

Michael was born in 1967 to Jerome and 
Carol Simonoff in New York and spent his 
formative years in Plainview, Long Island. He 
graduated from John F. Kennedy High School 
in 1985 and attended the University of Denver 

where he received a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Accounting and a CPA license. He went on to 
earn a law degree from Whittier Law School in 
Southern California in 1998. 

While Michael is recognized for his business 
acumen, he was also extraordinarily generous 
with his time and resources. He started his 
own firm, the Simonoff Group that provided of-
fice services, consulting, and bookkeeping to 
businesses. As a member of the California 
State Bar, Michael also used his legal exper-
tise to negotiate complex real estate deals. 

His ceaseless generosity is manifested in 
his final act of goodness. Michael donated his 
organs to ensure others in need could have 
the gift of life. His family hopes this beautiful 
gift will allow others to live their lives to the 
fullest and extend Michael’s free and beautiful 
spirit. 

Michael is survived by his wife, Elayne 
Howitt, and two sons, Joel Simonoff and Sam 
Simonoff and two stepsons Adam Howitt and 
Josh Howitt of Encino, California. He also 
leaves behind his parents Jerome and Carol 
Simonoff of Marina Del Rey, California, his 
brother Zachary Simonoff, sister-in-law Lisa 
Swenski of Lorain, Ohio, his sister Rachael 
Wexler, brother-in-law Eric Wexler as well as 
his niece Amanda Wexler and nephew Har-
rison (Harry) Wexler of Pacific Palisades, Cali-
fornia. He is survived by many good friends 
and extended family. 

A funeral was held for Michael on Sunday 
November 13, 2016 at the Mount Sinai Ceme-
tery. In the spirit of Michael’s generosity, the 
Simonoff family requested that in lieu of flow-
ers, donations be made to charities of their 
choice. I wish Michael’s family nothing but 
peace and solace as they mourn the loss of 
a cherished husband, father, and son. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in recognizing Mi-
chael Simonoff’s beautiful life. 

f 

HONORING THE LATE DR. LUNA 
ISAAC MISHOE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Luna Isaac Mishoe, former Presi-
dent of Delaware State College and a veteran 
of World War II. Revered as a mentor, guide, 
and instructor, Dr. Mishoe was a symbol of 
hope for many young African American indi-
viduals. 

One of America’s most distinguished mathe-
maticians and physicists, Dr. Mishoe was only 
the 17th African American in this country to 
earn a Ph.D. in Mathematics. Indeed, Dr. 
Mishoe was a very well educated man: he 
held a Bachelor of Science Degree in mathe-
matics and chemistry from Allen University, a 
Master of Science Degree in mathematics and 
physics from the University of Michigan, and a 
Doctor of Philosophy in mathematics from 
New York University, as well as a year of 
post-doctoral research in mathematics at Ox-
ford University. And, at the age of 63, while 
serving as President of Delaware State, Dr. 
Mishoe graduated once again, this time with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting and 
Business Administration, and a Master of 
Business Administration Degree from the 
Wharton School of the University of Pennsyl-
vania. His tenacious desire to pursue his edu-
cation is truly inspiring. 
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At the age of 53, Dr. Mishoe accepted the 

role as president of Delaware State College, 
where he oversaw the overall growth and de-
velopment of the University. The school con-
tinued to expand under Dr. Mishoe’s 27-year 
tenure, and he saw to it that greater emphasis 
be placed on the development and improve-
ment of academic programs dedicated to the 
education of all people. Enrollment progres-
sively increased from 386 students in 1960 to 
2,327 in 1987. 

Dr. Mishoe’s phenomenal leadership gen-
erated an exemplary environment at DSU. 
Serving the second longest tenure, Dr. Mishoe 
was able to improve the physical infrastructure 
by completing the construction of Conwell Hall 
for men, Laws Hall for women, building of 
Business and Economics, and Evers Hall. 
Through his ability to create the first master’s 
degree program in Education Curriculum and 
Instruction in 1981, and later, establishing six 
other graduate degree programs, Dr. Mishoe 
upheld the University’s mission of integrating 
the highest standard of excellence. 

Prior to entering academia, Dr. Mishoe 
served in the Air Force during World War II. 
During this time of racial conflict, Dr. Mishoe 
fought battles abroad and for civil rights at 
home. It was recently determined by the Na-
tional Office of the Tuskegee Airmen that Dr. 
Mishoe is a documented Original Tuskegee 
Airman. He also served as a Special Consult-
ant for the Ballistics Research Laboratory at 
the U.S. Army Ordnance Proving Ground in 
Maryland, prior to taking the helm at DSC. 

Dr. Mishoe sadly passed away at the age of 
72 on January 18, 1989, and is remembered 
as a dynamic community leader by his family, 
friends, students, and the many people whose 
lives he touched. I am very pleased to honor 
his life and legacy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAGUAR TRACK CLUB 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mark the 20th anniversary of the Jaguar Track 
Club, a competitive track program for youth 
ages 7–18 in South Orange, Maplewood, and 
surrounding communities in the 10th district of 
New Jersey. Founders Maurice and Daneen 
Cooper, Andrea Johnson, and Carl Lea held 
their first practice at Underhill Field in April 
1996 and have been serving the public ever 
since. 

The program’s motto is ‘‘train your body to 
lead, train your body to follow.’’ Not only are 
these young athletes exercising their bodies 
physically, but they are working their minds 
concurrently to become productive members 
of society. Each youth is trained to run sprint, 
middle, and long distances, as well as field 
events such as hurdles, shot put, discus, and 
long jump. However, the program also builds 
self-esteem, promotes physical fitness, teach-
es positive social skills, develops responsi-
bility, and requires maintenance of academic 
excellence. 

Over 2,000 athletes have gone through the 
Jaguar Track Club; many have continued their 
love for track in college and beyond. A num-
ber of the youth have achieved the distinction 
of All American, participated in Olympic trials, 

and even represented the United States in the 
Olympics. 

On December 28, 2016, the Jaguar Track 
Club will celebrate its 20th anniversary and 
the common bond shared of being a Jaguar. 
I am honored to recognize the athletes, par-
ents, and coaches that have all participated 
throughout these past two decades. Congratu-
lations once again to the Jaguar Track Club. 

f 

HONORING CARLO A. SCISSURA 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the tireless dedication of Brooklyn’s 
Carlo A. Scissura for his service to the com-
munity. 

For the last two decades, Carlo has devoted 
his life to public service. In 1999, Carlo was 
elected to Community School Board 20 where 
he served for five years. During his time on 
the board, Carlo worked closely with parents 
and teachers to fight for drug and alcohol 
abuse prevention programs. He was then ap-
pointed to the Community Education Council 
for district 20 where he served as President 
and Chairman of the Legislative Committee. 
Carlo was fundamental in having the School 
Construction Authority approve the largest 
capital construction plan for District 20. He has 
also served on the staffs of a local State Sen-
ator, Assemblyman, and Borough President. 

Since 2012, Carlo has served as President 
and CEO of the Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce. Under Carlo’s leadership, the Chamber 
has advocated fiercely for businesses and 
economic development in Brooklyn. In the last 
four years, the Chamber has launched mul-
tiple initiatives such as Explore Brooklyn, 
Brooklyn-Made, and Chamber on the Go. 
These programs have proven successful and 
beneficial to all businesses that call Kings 
County their home. The Chamber will be sad 
to see Carlo leave as his life takes a new turn 
down the path of success. 

Mr. Speaker, Carlo Scissura’s dedication to 
charity and improving his community is the es-
sence of the model New Yorker. I thank him, 
and the Chamber thanks him for his service, 
dedication, and all of his great work. I am 
proud to honor this great American from New 
York’s 11th District. 

f 

WITH THANKS FOR THE LIFE OF 
JUDGE DAVID A. KATZ 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
this season of thanksgiving when we are es-
pecially grateful for family and friends to pay 
tribute to one such friend, The Honorable 
David A. Katz. Judge Katz passed from this 
life during the summer on July 26, 2016. 

A justice with the United States District 
Court, Northern District of Ohio, Judge Katz 
was appointed by President Bill Clinton in 
1994 and had served on senior status since 
2005. His tenure was marked by strong juris-

prudence and included his tireless persever-
ance of a new federal courthouse in Toledo. A 
highly regarded and well respected jurist, the 
flags flew at half staff the day after his death 
to honor his public service. In issuing the 
order, chief judge for the Northern District of 
Ohio Solomon Oliver, Jr. summed up Judge 
Katz’ service most succinctly when he stated, 
‘‘Judge Katz’ contribution to our court has 
been immeasurable. He came to the court 
with a keen sense of fairness and a very large 
dose of common sense. He could always be 
counted on. He was highly respected by the 
lawyers in the community. Though he had 
many strengths, one of his greatest was his 
ability to resolve complex cases involving mul-
tiple parties. As Chief Judge, I often sought 
and received his wise counsel. Every judge on 
our court highly valued David’s friendship. We 
will all miss him greatly.’’ 

David Katz was born in Toledo to parents 
Ruth and Samuel Katz and raised in Findlay, 
Ohio. He married Joan Siegel in 1955. He 
graduated from Ohio State University’s Col-
lege of Law in 1957. He began private prac-
tice with the Toledo firm of Spengler 
Nathanson where he ably practiced until his 
judicial appointment. Strong in his faith and 
proud of his Jewish heritage, Judge Katz gave 
of his time and talents to the Toledo Jewish 
Community Foundation, where the David A. 
Katz Philanthropic Fund was established. 

Even with all of the public accolades, Judge 
Katz’ proudest and most important achieve-
ment was his family. A family man to his core, 
he cherished his wife, their children, grand-
children and great-granddaughter above all 
else. Though a public man and elder states-
man whose imprimatur is writ large through 
the decisions he rendered and his contribu-
tions to our community, his true legacy is 
given to his family. As his family and friends 
remember Judge David A. Katz in thanks-
giving for his life, we recall the words in the 
poem by Sylvan Kamens & Rabbi Jack 
Riemer, entitled We Remember Them. 
At the rising sun and at its going down; We 

remember them. 
At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of 

winter; We remember them. 
At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth 

of spring; We remember them. 
At the blueness of the skies and in the 

warmth of summer; We remember 
them. 

At the rustling of the leaves and in the beau-
ty of the autumn; We remember them. 

At the beginning of the year and when it 
ends; We remember them. 

As long as we live, they too will live, for 
they are now a part of us as We remem-
ber them. 

When we are weary and in need of strength; 
We remember them. 

When we are lost and sick at heart; We re-
member them. 

When we have decisions that are difficult to 
make; We remember them. 

When we have joy we crave to share; We re-
member them. 

When we have achievements that are based 
on theirs; We remember them. 

For as long as we live, they too will live, for 
they are now a part of us as, We re-
member them. 
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CONGRATULATING PETER GILEA 

ON RECEIVING THE BRONZE ME-
DALLION AND KNIGHTED INTO 
THE U.S. ARMY CAVALRY AND 
ARMOR ASSOCIATION’S ORDER 
OF ST. GEORGE 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a World War II veteran from the Sixth 
Congressional District of Illinois, Peter Gilea. 
Peter was recently named a knight of the U.S. 
Army Cavalry and Armor Association’s Order 
of St. George and presented with the Bronze 
Medallion. The honor is awarded to Armor and 
Cavalrymen who perform outstanding service 
to the U.S. Army Armored Force. 

Peter Gilea was drafted and went into the 
army January 25, 1943. He went through his 
training with the 735th Independent Tank Bat-
talion, which he also helped establish and on 
February 12, 1944 his unit left the United 
States and arrived in Scotland on February 
24, 1944. While serving as a commander on 
a Sherman tank with the 735th Tank Battalion 
in Europe, he received five campaign battle 
stars, which include fighting in Normandy, the 
pursuit through France and action in Luxem-
bourg during the important allied victory of the 
Battle of the Bulge. Peter also received the 
Bronze Star Medal for bravery, two Purple 
Hearts, European-African-Middle Eastern 
Campaign Medal, Good Conduct Medal, 
American Defense Medal, World War II Victory 
Medal and the French Legion of Honor Medal. 

His courage and commitment to defending 
the freedoms we cherish will forever be a 
credit to his patriotism and sacrifice. His brav-
ery during campaigns through Normandy, 
Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace, 
and Central Europe was pivotal in the destruc-
tion of the oppressive and evil Nazi regime. It 
is because of men like Peter Gilea that we 
enjoy the rights and liberties we value so 
deeply. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Peter Gilea for receiving the Bronze Me-
dallion and receiving a knighthood into the 
Order of St. George. Once again, congratula-
tions, and I wish Peter all the best in the years 
to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID WILDY, WIN-
NER OF THE 2016 SWISHER 
SWEETS/SUNBELT EXPO SOUTH-
EASTERN FARMER OF THE YEAR 
AWARD 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, Representative CRAWFORD and I would like 
to recognize Mr. David Wildy of Manila, Arkan-
sas for being selected as the 2016 Swisher 
Sweets/Sunbelt Expo Southeastern Farmer of 
the Year. Receiving the award over nine other 
state finalists, Mr. Wildy was honored at the 

Willie B. Withers Luncheon on October 18, 
2016, the opening day of the Sunbelt Ag Expo 
in Moultrie, Georgia. 

Upon graduating from the University of Ar-
kansas in 1975, Mr. Wildy became the fifth- 
generation Wildy to take over the family’s cen-
tury old farm, where he oversees the farm’s 
cotton, corn, soybean, wheat, peanut and po-
tato production. Throughout his career, Mr. 
Wildy has found success not only in devel-
oping his family farm but also in strengthening 
agriculture in his home state of Arkansas. In 
farming communities across the Southeast, 
Mr. Wildy is known as a generous man who 
shares his farm’s resources with agricultural 
scientists and researchers from private indus-
tries, public universities, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Mr. Wildy has also achieved distinction as a 
hard-working public servant and philanthropist 
in his community. He has served as President 
of the Mississippi County Farm Bureau, mem-
ber of the USDA-Farm Service Agency in Mis-
sissippi County, member of the University of 
Arkansas Agriculture Development Council, 
member of the Arkansas Northeastern College 
Foundation Board of Governors, board mem-
ber of the St. Francis Levee District of Arkan-
sas, and board member of the Arkansas Cer-
tified Crop Advisor. Mr. Wildy has also cham-
pioned education in his community, providing 
scholarships to local high school graduates 
and giving books to elementary school stu-
dents. 

Through his actions, service, and devotion 
to his farm and his community, Mr. Wildy has 
demonstrated profound leadership and dedica-
tion to the agriculture industry. On behalf of 
the House Agriculture Committee, we would 
like to thank David Wildy for his service and 
congratulate him on the honor of being the 
2016 Swisher Sweets/Sunbelt Expo South-
eastern Farmer of the Year. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAMDEN, AR-
KANSAS’S AEROJET ROCKET-
DYNE EMPLOYEES 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 675 employees at Aerojet 
Rocketdyne’s Camden, Arkansas, production 
facility and their upcoming achievement of the 
milestone shipment of the 2,700th PAC–3 
Cost Reduction Initiative Rocket Motor, 
500,000th PAC–3 Attitude Control Motor, and 
completion of the first full rate production con-
tract of the PAC–3 Missile Segment Enhance-
ment Rocket Motor, to Lockheed Martin and 
the United States Army. 

Aerojet Rocketdyne is a world-recognized 
aerospace and defense leader principally serv-
ing the missile, space propulsion, and arma-
ments markets. This most significant milestone 
will be commemorated with a celebration cere-
mony held in Camden, Arkansas, on Thurs-
day, December 8, 2016. 

The PAC–3 missile, powered by Aerojet 
Rocketdyne propulsion, is a high velocity inter-
ceptor that defeats incoming targets by direct, 

body-to-body impact. The ‘‘hit-to-kill’’ PAC–3 
missile is the world’s most advanced, capable, 
and powerful terminal air defense missile, and 
when deployed in a Patriot battery, signifi-
cantly increases the Patriot system’s fire-
power. It is capable of defeating the entire 
threat of tactical ballistic missiles, cruise mis-
siles, and aircraft. One hundred percent effec-
tive in Operation Iraqi Freedom, the PAC–3 
missile is a quantum leap ahead of any other 
air defense missile when it comes to the ability 
to protect the Warfighter. 

Aerojet Rocketdyne has manufactured the 
PAC–3 Solid Rocket Motors and Attitude Con-
trol Motors since 1998 at its Camden facility. 
Production of the Missile Segment Enhance-
ment Rocket Motor began in 2014. The PAC– 
3 rocket motors are a noteworthy element of 
Aerojet Rocketdyne’s industry-leading tactical 
propulsion portfolio produced in Camden, gen-
erating significant employment opportunities 
for the area. 

On the occasion of this milestone, I am 
proud to recognize the dedicated, hardworking 
employees of Aerojet Rocketdyne in Camden 
and their achievements so far. These Arkan-
sans are working hard to ensure our men and 
women in uniform have the resources they 
need to carry out their missions effectively and 
quickly, and they deserve our sincere appre-
ciation. 

f 

MAMMOTH LAKES TRAIL AND 
PUBLIC ACCESS TENTH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the tenth anniversary of the Mammoth 
Lakes Trail and Public Access (MLTPA), a 
non-profit organization which has devoted their 
efforts to the planning and creation of a four- 
season trail system in Mammoth Lakes and 
the immediate Eastern Sierra. MLTPA is an 
effective, independent leader in recreational 
wilderness regions of California, preserving 
America’s natural beauty and encouraging a 
prosperous local economy. In 2005, the 
MLTPA began planning and raising over twen-
ty million dollars which it invested to connect 
people with nature. Public access was im-
proved so more people could come and enjoy 
the area’s great outdoors and through collabo-
rative partnerships and recreation opportuni-
ties, community participation increased. 
MLTPA has made a significant difference in 
connecting the community to the local govern-
ment and businesses in order to bring people 
to the region by providing a safe and sustain-
able trail network. Mammoth Lakes Trail and 
Public Access has increased awareness about 
the future of the community and its relation-
ship to the surrounding public lands. MLTPA 
has led a collaborative effort with the local 
government, federal agencies, and other non- 
profits. Its upcoming projects include the ac-
celeration of various transportation projects 
which aim to link the Town’s bicycle, pedes-
trian, transit, and parking alternatives. I con-
gratulate them on their ten years of success 
and look forward to all their success in the 
years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHARLES JOE HELMS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of my good friend 
Charles Joe Helms of Butlerville, Indiana. 

Charlie was born on May 8, 1948 in Rich-
mond, Indiana, to Myron and Esther Dennis 
Helms. Charlie lived a long, full life dedicated 
to his family and his community. Charlie is 
survived by his loving wife, Vickie; three sons, 
Jon, Lennie, and Arnie; daughter, Nichelle 
Burkhardt; stepdaughters, Traci Baldwin, Amy 
McCanlis, and Bekah Hunsucker; one sister, 
Lynda Schmidt; and seven grandchildren. 

Raised in Indiana, Charlie graduated from 
Brookville High School before serving his 
country in the U.S. Navy. Following his serv-
ice, he worked for Ford Motor Company in 
Connersville and then General Motors Delphi 
in Dayton, Ohio for several years. Charlie offi-
cially retired in 2010, after working for the 
Muscatatuck Urban Training Center. 

As the Good Book says in Acts 20:35, ‘‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.’’ Charlie 
truly lived this scripture throughout his life. Ev-
eryone who knew him, knew of his steadfast 
faith and compassion for serving the Hoosier 
community. Charlie was a member of the Ne-
braska Church of God, Masonic Lodge Num-
ber 219 in Butlerville and American Legion 
Post Number 77 in Brookville. In his free time, 
he enjoyed exploring the outdoors, boating 
and spending time with his family 

I am lucky to have called Charlie Helms a 
close friend. I know first-hand his faith, his ex-
traordinary friendship and his consistent en-
couragement. I will never forget his support 
and belief in me. 

Charlie will be missed dearly by his family 
and his community, but his memory will live on 
in those who were blessed to know him. 

Today, it is my privilege to honor the life of 
Charlie Helms. My thoughts and prayers go 
out to Charlie’s family, and may God comfort 
those he left behind with His peace and 
strength. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO JAPANESE AMERICAN 
CITIZENS LEAGUE 2016 HON-
OREES 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Sacramento Chapter of the Jap-
anese American Citizens League’s 2016 hon-
orees. As the members of the Sacramento 
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) 
join together for their annual community rec-
ognition and installation banquet, I ask all of 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing these 
outstanding leaders in our community. 

As one of the oldest and largest Japanese 
American Citizens League chapters in our na-
tion, the Sacramento chapter remains a leader 
in the fight for civil rights of all Americans, 
while supporting programs that enhance our 
culture and community. Each year, the Sac-

ramento JACL honors inspiring individuals and 
companies that are committed to public serv-
ice and upholding the values of the JACL. 
This year, I join the members of the Sac-
ramento JACL in honoring the following indi-
viduals: Dr. Donna Yee and Priscilla Ouachita, 
as well as members from the Dharma School 
Courtyard Kitchen of the Sacramento Buddhist 
Church—Sam and Gladys Adachi, Billy and 
Grace Hatano, Reiko Kurahara, Mike and Ra-
chel Nagai, Sachiko Sawada and Akaiye 
Shimada. 

Dr. Donna Yee, Chief Executive Officer of 
Asian Community Center Senior Services, has 
worked tirelessly for over forty years to ensure 
that seniors and their families have much 
needed access to resources and programs 
vital to their well-being. The ACC provides as-
sisted and independent living as well as sup-
porting programs including transportation, 
home respite services, and caregiver support. 

Priscilla Ouchida, a longtime community ad-
vocate, has much experience and numerous 
accomplishments in the quest for civil rights 
and promoting the cultural heritage of Japa-
nese-Americans. Serving as the Executive Di-
rector of the JACL, the Chief of Staff and Leg-
islative Director for Senator Joe Simitian, and 
the Chief of Staff and Legislative Director for 
Senator Patrick Johnston, Ms. Ouchida is a 
valued leader in our community. 

Sam and Gladys Adachi, Billy and Grace 
Hatano, Reiko Kurahara, Mike and Rachel 
Nagai, Sachiko Sawada and Akaiye Shimada 
from the Dharma School Courtyard Kitchen of 
the Sacramento Buddhist Church have been 
preparing meals for over 35 years. They man-
age to do all this from donations from local 
businesses and church membership. 

Mr. Speaker, as these individuals are being 
recognized by the Japanese American Citi-
zens League, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking them for their outstanding service 
to our Sacramento community. 

f 

HONORING MS. DEBORAH 
WILLIAMS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life and invaluable career of 
Ms. Deborah Hudson-Williams, who passed 
away on November 18, 2016. 

Deborah was born on September 15, 1952 
in Oakland California, to Girver and Gertrude 
Hudson, and grew up in a large working-class 
family which her father supported through his 
career as an electrician at General Electric. 
Her father was also active with the United 
Auto Workers (UAW), and his work would in-
spire her own career, when she followed him 
into working for the UAW. 

Ms. Williams was incredibly passionate 
about the rights of workers, and she was very 
active in the UAW, including many years when 
she worked at the New United Motor Manufac-
turing, Inc., (NUMMI) plant in Fremont, Cali-
fornia. She also served as the chairperson for 
the UAW’s Political Action Committee in the 
Bay Area, which enabled her to support can-
didates and policies that worked to improve 
the quality of life for middle-class families like 
her own. 

In addition to working to support the men 
and women of her union, Ms. Williams was 
politically active in many areas, including 
working with the National Association of Negro 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs 
(NANBPWC), the A. Philip Randolph Organi-
zation, the NAACP, and the Oakland East Bay 
Democratic Club. 

She is survived by many siblings, including 
four brothers: Anthony Hudson (Linda) Las 
Vegas, NV, Girver Hudson Jr. (Linda) Cali-
fornia, Michael Hudson (Delores) Oakland, 
Mark Hudson, Oakland; and seven sisters, 
Brenda Brooks, Oakland, Francine Wesley 
(Noel) San Pablo, Cheryl Moore, Oakland, Pa-
tricia Henry (Clarence) Oakland, Mada Hud-
son, Oakland, Beverly Hudson, Pittsburg, 
Karen Cox (Mobil), Oakland. 

On a personal note, Debbie was a loyal 
supporter whose wise counsel I always appre-
ciated and who always came through for me 
right on time, every time. Most importantly, 
she was a dear friend who I will deeply miss. 

On behalf on California’s 13th Congres-
sional District, I would like to offer my sin-
cerest condolences to her family, friends, and 
the community she cared so much about. Ms. 
Williams’ legacy as a strong advocate for 
working men and women will be remembered 
and honored throughout the Bay Area. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE REPUBLIC OF 
KAZAKHSTAN’S 25 YEARS OF 
INDEPENDENCE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Republic of Kazakhstan, which 
on December 16, 2016 will celebrate its inde-
pendence day. For twenty five years, 
Kazakhstan and its people have stood out as 
a steadfast and true friend to the United 
States on an array of security and economic 
issues and have made tremendous strides in 
democratization and economic development. 

Since its independence, Kazakhstan has 
stood out as a reliable strategic partner in 
Central Asia to the United States and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
Kazakhstan contributes to the reconstruction 
of Afghanistan, finances the education of thou-
sands of Afghan immigrants and refugees, 
and has provided supply line access and sup-
port to the International Security Assistance 
Force (ISAF) Coalition. For the past thirteen 
years, Kazakh, American, and NATO security 
forces have conducted joint military training 
programs in the Central Asian steppes. Ac-
cording to the National Bank of Kazakhstan, 
American companies invested $24 billion in 
the Kazakh economy from 2005 to 2016. 

However, the cornerstone of strong U.S.- 
Kazakhstan relations is nuclear nonprolifera-
tion. After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, 
Kazakhstan inherited a nuclear weapons 
stockpile of 1,400 nuclear warheads, the 
fourth largest stockpile of nuclear weapons in 
the world. President Nursultan Nazarbayev ex-
pressed his early commitment to nuclear dis-
armament by decommissioning all 1,400 nu-
clear weapons. 

The government in Astana has remained 
committed to the global cause of nonprolifera-
tion ever since. Recently the country estab-
lished the first-ever Low Enriched Uranium 
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Fuel Bank backed by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) in order to ensure the 
stability of civil nuclear energy use worldwide. 
As a nonpermanent member of the UN Secu-
rity Council, President Nazarbayev has relent-
lessly pursued the cause of nuclear disar-
mament. 

Kazakhstan is also on the road to becoming 
a regional hub for sustainable economic activ-
ity in Central Asia. Its New Silk Road Initiative, 
the ‘‘Bright Path’’ stimulus plan, and the 2050 
Strategy each mark President Nazarbayev’s 
commitment to developing transportation and 
telecommunications infrastructure and his 
commitment to diversifying Kazakhstan’s over-
all economy. Relatedly, Kazakhstan will host 
an International Exposition in 2017 that aims 
to create a global discourse among states, 
NGOs, and corporations about ensuring sus-
tainable access to energy while reducing car-
bon emissions. These promising strides in 
economic development will not only help the 
Kazakh people, but will benefit American com-
panies doing business in Kazakhstan. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again want to congratu-
late President Nazarbayev and the Kazakh 
people on the joyous occasion of their twenty 
fifth anniversary of independence, and I look 
forward to a continued, strong and resilient 
friendship between our two countries. 

f 

2016 NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, each No-
vember we celebrate the contributions of First 
Americans with National Native American Her-
itage Month. The people of the 567 diverse, 
federally recognized tribal nations—including 
the 11 Ojibwe and Dakota nations in Min-
nesota—play a complex and vital role in our 
nation’s history, and make our communities 
and our country stronger today. 

Despite centuries of violent discrimination 
and abusive policies, our country’s Native 
American cultures and nations have endured. 
Tribal governments and Native communities 
have made monumental progress. Our federal 
trust relationship with tribal nations has grown 
stronger in the current era of self-governance 
among Native American tribes—a proud ac-
complishment that will continue to require the 
federal government’s full and respectful en-
gagement. 

As a co-chair of the Congressional Native 
American Caucus and the Ranking Member of 
the Interior-Environment Appropriations Sub-
committee, I have had the honor to meet with 
hundreds of tribal leaders to discuss the 
needs of Indian Country. Working together, we 
have succeeded in making substantial 
progress on education, health, and criminal 
justice issues through measures like the In-
dian Health Care Improvement Act, increased 
funding for the Bureau of Indian Education, 
and special tribal jurisdiction in domestic vio-
lence cases. 

Despite these concrete steps, we have 
much more work to do to address disparities, 
invest in Indian Country, and create more op-
portunities for all Native Americans—espe-
cially Native youth. As we honor the achieve-

ments and resilience of our First Americans, I 
pledge to continue working to ensure that our 
Native American brothers and sisters have 
every opportunity to succeed. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN SHIREY 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John Shirey as he retires after over 
44 years of public service. As his loved ones, 
friends, and colleagues celebrate his deco-
rated career, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating his work as Sacramento’s City 
Manager. 

John earned his Bachelor of Science degree 
in industrial engineering at Purdue University 
and then completed his Master’s degree in 
public administration at the University of 
Southern California. He served diligently as 
the Assistant City Manager of City of Long 
Beach, starting a long career of public service 
in California. For a few years he served as 
City Manager of Cincinnati, Ohio. After return-
ing to California, John began his time as Ex-
ecutive Director of the California Redevelop-
ment Association, an organization responsible 
for over 350 redevelopment agencies. Con-
sistent with his dedication to the public good, 
John dedicated nine years to urban redevelop-
ment, and thereafter became the City Man-
ager of Sacramento in September of 2011. 
During his tenure as City Manager, Mr. Shirey 
has balanced not only an annual budget that 
nears $900 million, but also a work force of 
around 4,100 employees. His expertise and 
knowledge have served the city well, and he 
will be missed. 

Mr. Shirey played a pivotal role in keeping 
our Sacramento Kings where they belong, 
which is in California’s capital city. His motiva-
tion and drive were integral to the construction 
of the Golden 1 Center, which is a jewel in 
Sacramento’s downtown that will drive eco-
nomic development and commerce for dec-
ades to come. John has also made a con-
tinual effort to support the homeless in Sac-
ramento. His hard work and integrity have 
helped make Sacramento a better place. 

Mr. Speaker, as John and his family, 
friends, and colleagues gather to celebrate his 
retirement, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing him the best in retirement and thank-
ing him for his contributions to the Sacramento 
region. 

f 

IN HONOR OF FRANK JOHNSON 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to a respected 
community leader and outstanding citizen, 
Frank Johnson. Sadly, Mr. Johnson passed 
away on Sunday, November 20, 2016. Funeral 
services were held on Saturday, November 
26, 2016. 

Frank Johnson served our nation honorably 
among the ranks of the first black Marines, 

known as the Montford Point Marines because 
they received basic training at the segregated 
Montford Point Base adjacent to Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina. Mr. Johnson later 
worked at Robins Air Force Base until he re-
tired. 

Although Mr. Johnson fought to protect our 
cherished freedoms and liberties, he did not 
benefit from all those freedoms and liberties 
for he did not have the right to vote due to the 
color of his skin. This inspired Mr. Johnson to 
join the march over the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in Selma, Alabama on March 7, 1965. When 
the group of protesters reached the other side 
of the bridge, they were brutally attacked by 
police, giving the historic day the name 
‘‘Bloody Sunday.’’ 

Frank Johnson’s life was about helping peo-
ple. He was known as the ‘‘mayor’’ of Macon’s 
Unionville neighborhood for his efforts to revi-
talize the area and improve the quality of life 
for its residents. He was involved in the 
Unionville Improvement Association and 
helped with community clean-ups. Mr. John-
son wanted a recreation center for Unionville’s 
young people to enjoy. He got that and 
more—a recreation center was opened on 
Mercer University Drive on the site where he 
grew up playing and it was named after him. 
The Frank Johnson Community Center is cur-
rently undergoing renovations and will reopen 
soon. 

Mr. Johnson devoted decades of service to 
the people of Macon through his meaningful 
contribution of energy, love, and genuine pas-
sion. He was an honorable human being who 
loved deeply and, in return, was deeply loved. 
Frank Johnson is survived by his wife of 62 
years, Dorothy, and his daughter, Cheryl. 

Maya Angelou once said, ‘‘A great soul 
serves everyone all the time. A great soul 
never dies.’’ Frank Johnson is one such great 
soul, who served humanity in a special way. 
Each day he graced the people around him 
with an enthusiastic sincerity of presence. His 
impression on this earth extends beyond him-
self to the very wellbeing of the Macon com-
munity, and for it he will be remembered by 
the community for time to come. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 730,000 people of the Sec-
ond Congressional District salute Frank John-
son for his dedicated service and exceptional 
impact on Macon, Georgia. I ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
join us in extending our deepest sympathies to 
Mr. Johnson’s family, friends and loved ones 
during this difficult time. We pray that they will 
be consoled and comforted by an abiding faith 
and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and 
months ahead. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO BRANCH OF THE 
NAACP’S CENTENNIAL CELEBRA-
TION 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Sacramento branch of the 
NAACP as they celebrate their 100th anniver-
sary. The NAACP’s time-honored chapter in 
Sacramento has been a leader in the difficult 
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yet rewarding work of the civil rights move-
ment. I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring the significant contributions to civil 
rights in our community and nation of the Sac-
ramento NAACP. 

The Sacramento branch was founded in 
1916, seven years after the establishment of 
the first NAACP office in New York. The Sac-
ramento branch was one of the first formed in 
the West and has continued to lead the 
peaceful, but powerful, fight against violence 
and civil rights abuses. This year’s Gala em-
bodies the valued work of the branch over the 
years, which has helped the community ex-
press its voice and assert its rights. Through 
the faith, perseverance, and never-ending 
courage of the Sacramento NAACP, our com-
munity has seen the rights of many expanded 
and protected. 

Over the years the Sacramento branch of 
the NAACP has seen many great leaders. 
This legacy began with Rev. T. Allen, the first 
president of the branch who fought tirelessly 
to see that liberties would be defended. This 
fight has continued with every subsequent 
leader. This year’s Gala is a testament to their 
hard work, which has included providing free 
legal services to fight discrimination, spon-
soring bills that ensure the rights of children 
and families, and fighting for education in the 
community. 

For 100 years the Sacramento branch of the 
NAACP has been striving to ensure political, 
educational, social, and economic equality for 
all. The NAACP has always been and will con-
tinue to be an instrumental organization in fa-
cilitating the advancement of minorities. I ask 
all my colleagues to join me in celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the Sacramento chapter 
of the NAACP. 

f 

HONORING STEVE LATOURETTE 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a good friend and former colleague, 
Steve LaTourette, who sadly passed away 
earlier this year after battling pancreatic can-
cer. 

I first met Steve after he was elected to 
serve the 19th Congressional District of Ohio 
in 1994. One of the longtime leaders of the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee, Steve worked diligently on improving 
the infrastructure needs of not just his district 
and Ohio, but the nation. He played an impor-
tant role in crafting highway authorization leg-
islation, and in his last few years in the House, 
served as a member of the Appropriations 
Committee’s Transportation Subcommittee as 
well. 

Steve was also someone who sought out 
consensus and results in the legislative proc-
ess. As one of the heads of Republican Main 
Street Partnership, a moderate Republican or-
ganization, Steve looked for ways to advance 
policy ideas that would benefit the American 
people and bring as many folks together as 
possible on common ground. 

While Steve is no longer with us today, his 
sense of humor, leadership, and intelligence 
are not forgotten. I know that folks in Ohio and 
across the nation will remember his good 

works in Congress on behalf of his constitu-
ents and the American people. True public 
servants like Steve LaTourette are missed 
when they leave the House, and mourned 
when they pass away too soon. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Steve’s 
wife, children, and his entire family. He will be 
missed. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
FRANK J. INDIHAR 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, my dear 
friend, Frank J. Indihar, MD passed away on 
October 23, 2016. He leaves a legacy of both 
medical excellence and committed service to 
my community, the state of Minnesota, and 
our nation. 

From 2002 through 2008, Dr. lndihar led Be-
thesda Hospital as Chief Executive Officer, 
after serving as its Medical Director for several 
years and decades as a practicing physician. 
Bethesda Hospital, located steps from the 
State Capitol in Saint Paul, is a long-term 
acute care hospital with a reputation for first- 
class specialty care. Under his management, 
Bethesda improved its programs and services 
and undertook major facility renovations. 

The entire Midwest greatly benefited from 
Dr. Indihar’s long list of accomplishments at 
Bethesda, including establishing the Capistrant 
Center for Parkinson’s Disease and Movement 
Disorders, starting an innovative clinic to treat 
young people injured from concussions, and 
creating a therapeutic garden for patients, 
families, and employees. 

With Bethesda’s specialty in treating brain 
injuries, Dr. Indihar was a key resource to me 
as we worked to ensure that our 
servicemembers and veterans receive the 
health care they need, including assessment 
and treatment for those who sustained trau-
matic brain injuries during their service in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Dr. Indihar greatly assisted 
me with my work on this issue in Congress. 

As a Major in the United States Army Med-
ical Corps, Dr. Indihar began his medical ca-
reer serving in Vietnam and Washington, DC, 
and was awarded a Bronze Star with Oak 
Leaf Cluster in 1970 for his brave and meri-
torious service. In 1973, he served as Chief 
Resident in Internal Medicine Service at the 
Minneapolis VA Medical Center. 

Throughout his distinguished career, Dr. 
Indihar demonstrated a steadfast commitment 
to excellence in medicine. Among his numer-
ous professional positions, he was President 
of the Ramsey County Medical Society and 
served as Delegate and Chair of the Min-
nesota delegation to the American Medical As-
sociation House of Delegates for many years. 
His dedication to medicine was especially ap-
parent through his lifelong mentorship of med-
ical students. 

Frank was known as a Renaissance man 
and demonstrated strong support for the arts 
community in Minnesota. He also made exten-
sive civic contributions to the boards of Catho-
lic Services to the Elderly, the Minnesota Or-
chestra, New Connections, and the Saint Paul 
Seminary. 

I wish to extend my sincere condolences to 
Frank’s wife, Anita Pampusch, as well as his 

sisters, nephew and nieces, and grandnieces. 
My heartfelt condolences also go out to his 
colleagues at Bethesda Hospital and 
HealthEast for their loss. 

It was an honor to work with Frank, and I 
valued our continued friendship in his retire-
ment. He was a kind and extraordinary person 
who will be deeply missed. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 2016 
URBAN LAND INSTITUTE VISION 
HONORS AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Urban Land Institute (ULI) of 
Sacramento and the 2016 ULI Vision Honors 
Award recipients. As the members of the 
Urban Land Institute of Sacramento gather at 
the annual Vision Honors dinner to recognize 
the projects and individuals that have shown 
exemplary leadership in smart planning, urban 
growth, and sustainable communities, I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in honoring their 
contributions to the Sacramento region. 

The ULI’s mission has long been to promote 
the responsible use of land for the benefit of 
local communities, and every year ULI recog-
nizes leaders in the community who have 
upheld this mission. The ULI Principles Vision 
Honors Awardee is Mr. Mike McKeever, the 
outgoing Chief Executive Officer of the Sac-
ramento Area Council of Governments. For 
over a decade, Mr. McKeever led SACOG 
with a steady hand and contributed to the ad-
vancement of the region’s infrastructure. His 
nationally acclaimed Blueprint regional plan-
ning scenario has become a model for sus-
tainability planning and smart growth. Navi-
gating an organization that represents six 
counties and 22 local cities is no easy task, 
but Mike proved time and again that he could 
bring people together and build a consensus 
among divergent viewpoints. I applaud Mike 
for his time at SACOG and his work that is not 
only improving the efficiency of Sacramento’s 
transit network, but is also increasing the re-
gion’s environmental friendliness through its 
plan to reduce emissions. 

The 2016 ULI Project of the Year award is 
presented to the Sacramento Kings and the 
City of Sacramento for the Golden 1 Center/ 
Downtown Commons Project. The Golden 1 
Center is a groundbreaking project in the heart 
of Sacramento’s downtown that ties the most 
advanced technology in the world with envi-
ronmental sustainability. As the first LEED 
Platinum-designated arena in the world, the 
Golden 1 Center counteracts climate change 
through its use of solar energy and its water 
efficiency. Even more importantly, it promotes 
environmental awareness and sustainability to 
its estimated 1.2 million annual visitors. The 
Golden 1 Center/Downtown Commons Project 
also contributes to a thriving local community 
through its commitment to sourcing 90 percent 
of all food services from local farms and busi-
nesses. 

The ULI Member/Achiever of the Year Vi-
sion Honors Awardee is Mr. Jeffrey M. Gold-
man, AICP, Principal of AECOM. Mr. Goldman 
has over 30 years of experience in community 
planning, development codes, community out-
reach, and CEQA compliance. Over the last 
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decade, Mr. Goldman has led the Sacramento 
AECOM office with an increased focus on sus-
tainability, climate mitigation, adaptation, and 
community resilience. Mr. Goldman has be-
come a leader in coordinating climate action 
planning documents for local jurisdictions and 
has furthered sustainability through his numer-
ous environmentally conscious development 
plans for the Sacramento region, as well as 
his community-based housing and restoration 
projects. 

Mr. Speaker, as these leaders are being 
recognized for their forward-thinking contribu-
tions to the Sacramento community, I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in honoring the im-
pact they have made in the Sacramento re-
gion. 

f 

TUESDAYS IN TEXAS: SUSANA 
DICKINSON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the year 
was 1836. To many, this year does not signify 
much. For Texans everywhere, 1836 shaped 
the course of our history and spirit. 

In February of 1836, the troops of General 
Santa Anna invaded the Alamo where many 
Texians gave their lives in the struggle for 
independence. General Santa Anna and his 
troops numbered between 1,800 and 6,000 
men. The 200 Texians occupying the Alamo 
stood ready to defend their country. All of the 
men in the Alamo would give their lives for 
Texan independence that night. General Santa 
Anna had ordered his men to take no pris-
oners. 

Among the few that survived were Susana 
Dickinson and her daughter, Angelina. Susana 
Dickinson and her daughter had moved to San 
Antonio because her husband, Almeron Dick-
inson, had wanted them close to him. When 
the Mexican troops arrived in San Antonio, 
Almeron Dickinson moved his family into the 
Alamo. Although Susana and Angelina sur-
vived the siege of the Alamo, Almerson and 
the rest of the men did not. 

Susana was found hiding in the powder 
magazine by General Juan Almonte and sent 
to General Santa Anna, where she found her 
daughter sitting on his lap. General Santa 
Anna released her with the condition that she 
go to Camp Gonzalez and warn the Texas 
troops that he would kill them as he had killed 
the men in the Alamo. However, in accord-
ance with true Texas spirit, it is believed that 
instead of delivering a threat, she delivered a 
war cry for the Texans. 

As a result of the siege and her husband’s 
death, Susana was forced to live in poverty for 
years. She faced multiple unsuccessful mar-
riages and a difficult life but her spirit re-
mained strong. As a survivor of the Alamo, 
she lived to tell about the heroic fight for free-
dom against an oppressive and cruel dictator. 
The Alamo stands as a pillar of hope and is 
the single most significant structure in Texas 
history. Susana Dickinson’s story of the brave, 
heroic men who drew a line in the sand and 
fought for Texas’s freedom will live in the his-
tory books, reminding future generations of 
Texans just what this great state stands for. 
Her spirit and bravery will live on in Texas his-
tory. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. SHETAL 
SHAH AND HIS EXPERTISE IN 
CHILD HEALTH POLICY 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a constituent, physician and re-
searcher, Dr. Shetal I. Shah, MD, FAAP for 
his vigorous advocacy efforts in support of 
child and newborn health. For over 10 years, 
Dr. Shah has been an engaged physician-ad-
vocate in his roles as Legislative Chairman 
and Executive Committee member of the Long 
Island Chapter of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. A lifelong member of New York’s 
Third Congressional District, Dr. Shah’s med-
ical expertise—coupled with his policy insights 
and practical, first-hand knowledge of how pe-
diatric and neonatal medicine are practiced in 
the region—have been a vital resource for my 
office in interpreting child health legislation. 
His work has provided practice insights into 
how national policy will directly affect 
newborns, children, pediatricians and health- 
care systems across my congressional district 
and across Long Island. 

Throughout my tenure in the United States 
Congress, Dr. Shah has volunteered his time 
to work with my office to increase pediatric 
medication safety, support pediatric stem cell 
research, improve rates of life-saving immuni-
zations, expand access for children to pediatri-
cians, and reduce the effects of gun violence 
and tobacco on children. His work to promote 
increased funding for pediatric research, inter-
national vaccination funding and healthcare for 
children has also been helpful to my work in 
Congress. 

I was particularly grateful to receive Dr. 
Shah’s assistance during the debate regarding 
passage of the 2010 Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. He was a vocal pro-
ponent of how Medicaid Expansion, partnered 
with Health Insurance Exchanges and the 
State Child Health Insurance Program—would 
significantly increase health care access and 
preventive care for children on Long Island 
and across the nation. These meetings helped 
me to critically evaluate this signature legisla-
tive achievement. 

Dr. Shah has been well recognized for his 
advocacy efforts over the past decade and I 
am thankful to be able to extend my apprecia-
tion to him for his work. Dr. Shah is co-chair-
man of the Advocacy Committee of the Soci-
ety for Pediatric Research, a selective organi-
zation consisting of the leading pediatric sci-
entists, policy analysts and researchers in the 
nation. He is also an appointed member of the 
Pediatric Policy Council, a consortium of pedi-
atric advocates from the leading medical orga-
nizations dedicated to child health. His work in 
health policy on behalf of children has been 
honored by the American Medical Association, 
the March of Dimes, the American Academy 
of Pediatrics and the Institute for Medicine as 
a Professor at Columbia University. A former 
Fulbright Scholar, Dr. Shah is well prepared 
for his work. A 1996 graduate of Princeton 
University, Dr. Shah subsequently earned his 
medical degree—with honors in research— 

from Cornell University Medical College. He 
completed a three-year residency in pediatrics 
at Duke University School of Medicine fol-
lowed by a three-year fellowship in neonatal- 
perinatal medicine at New York University 
School of Medicine before returning to Long 
Island. Currently he is a Clinical Professor of 
Pediatrics and Neonatal Medicine at New York 
Medical College and a neonatologist at Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital. 

Mr. Speaker, as I prepare to leave the 
United States Congress, I wish to thank 
impactful and engaged citizens such as Dr. 
Shah for his work with my office on behalf of 
children. His expert child health care policy 
analysis has helped elevate and focus debate 
on our most important constituents—our chil-
dren. 

On behalf of New York’s third congressional 
district, I ask my colleagues to join with me in 
congratulating Dr. Shetal Shah, MD FAAP and 
extend to him thanks on behalf of a grateful 
United States Congress. 

f 

REMEMBERING DAVE HUTTON 

HON. MARK SANFORD 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Dave Hutton of Daufuskie Is-
land, located in the First District of South 
Carolina. He died earlier this month doing 
what he loved—living life fully and at full 
speed. In this case, he was on a hunting trip 
with friends. He was only twenty-seven years 
old. 

In that vein, Mark Twain once observed that 
the fear of death results from of a fear of life, 
but someone whose life is well lived is pre-
pared to die at any time. Dave was indeed an 
example of life robustly lived, and much of his 
time spent on this earth was in the service of 
others. 

A man of large stature and spirit, his pres-
ence was one that welcomed you and that 
could not be ignored. As a native of Daufuskie 
Island, it comes as no surprise that Dave was 
among those who remained behind to watch 
over it when Hurricane Matthew hit back in 
October. A member of the so-called 
‘‘Daufuskie 100’’—the name for the number of 
residents who rode out the storm, he was 
someone that those on the island looked to as 
a leader. Indeed, when I last saw Dave, he 
was leading the cleanup effort from the driv-
er’s seat of his bulldozer. 

That was par for the course for him. He 
couldn’t help but lead. Even as a toddler, 
Dave encouraged his mother to give the 
change to charity whenever they went out to 
eat, an early indication that a life filled with 
service was to come. Dave’s story is one of 
leading by example, one of both talking the 
talk and walking the walk, and I think there is 
a lesson that all of us can learn from within 
those pages. 

In his memory, I would ask that we take a 
moment today for reflection, and pause in ask-
ing how we can live up to his example of lead-
ership. For those of us who knew him, even 
in the briefest of life’s moments, he will be 
missed. Accordingly, I want to offer my condo-
lences to his mother, Martha, as well as to the 
other family and friends he leaves behind. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:12 Nov 30, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A29NO8.021 E29NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1540 November 29, 2016 
Daufuskie has lost one of its strongest spirits. 
But inasmuch as Daufuskie is a heavenly 
place for all who are called to its shores, I look 
forward to landing at the ultimate heavenly 
place that calls all of us one day home—and 
seeing him there. Dave will be more than just 
waiting for us. Perhaps on a shinier dozer, he 
will have cleared a path for islanders and non- 
islanders alike. He will be giving perhaps a 
touch too much direction and leadership—but 
this indeed is the Dave of Dave. 

Until that reunion, Godspeed. 
f 

HONORING HARRIET SOL 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I, along with 
Congresswoman LOIS FRANKEL, rise today in 
memory of Harriet Sol, who passed away on 
November 20th. Her strength of character and 
her ever-outgoing and optimistic attitude is 
greatly missed by her loved ones and all who 
knew her. 

From the man she met on a Northeast train 
who eventually became her husband to the 
many recipients of her charity work, Harriet 
made an impact on everyone she met. 

Harriet never shied away from a new chal-
lenge to help others. Upon retirement, she and 
her husband Ed settled into life in Delray 
Beach, where her selfless efforts fundraising 
for the Andy Roddick Foundation for Children 
in Distress and for the local National Football 
League chapter charity earned her the ‘‘Volun-
teer of the Year’’ award at the Lakes of Del-
ray. 

As vice president of the United South Coun-
ty Democratic Club and an active volunteer for 
the Palm Beach County Democratic Club, Har-
riet was known as a passionate activist and 
outreach expert. 

Harriet worked hard to better our commu-
nity, and we have lost a great friend and men-
tor. It was an honor to have known her and to 
have represented her in the United States 
Congress. 

f 

HONORING CONTRA COSTA COM-
MUNITY COLLEGE CHANCELLOR 
HELEN BENJAMIN 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I, along 
with Congressmen MIKE THOMPSON, JERRY 
MCNERNEY, and ERIC SWALWELL, rise today to 
honor Helen Benjamin for her long commit-
ment to the future of our youth and her belief 
in the power of education to improve our lives 
and our communities. Over the last 27 years, 

Helen’s leadership has been instrumental to 
the vibrant academic culture of the Contra 
Costa Community College District, spending 
the past twelve years as Chancellor. 

Helen was born in the City of Alexandria, 
Louisiana, and attended Bishop College in 
Texas and earned her Master’s and doctoral 
degrees from Texas Woman’s University. 
Helen began her professional career as a pub-
lic school teacher before taking a position at a 
four-year institution and moving to a commu-
nity college. Helen joined the Contra Costa 
Community College District in the early 1990s 
as the Los Medanos College Dean of Lan-
guage Arts and Humanistic Studies and Re-
lated Occupations. She also participated in the 
inaugural class of the League for Innovation in 
the Community College’s Expanding Leader-
ship Diversity program. 

Helen has held several positions within the 
district over the years, including President of 
Contra Costa Community College, before be-
coming Chancellor in 2005. She leaves behind 
a legacy of passionate advocacy for higher 
education, cultural diversity, professional de-
velopment, and expanding opportunities for 
the students and faculty at the district’s three 
main campuses of Diablo Valley College, Los 
Medanos College, and Contra Costa College. 
Helen has also been a guiding force in the ex-
pansion of the college district with a new cam-
pus in San Ramon and the consideration of a 
new campus in Brentwood. 

Helen is highly respected throughout the 
Bay Area and beyond as an inspiring public 
servant. I, along with Congressmen MIKE 
THOMPSON, JERRY MCNERNEY, and ERIC 
SWALWELL, wish Helen and her family well in 
her retirement and thank her for her years of 
dedicated service to those seeking to improve 
their lives through education. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
ESPERANZA WORLEY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, today I want to recognize the 
deep and selfless commitment of a public 
servant who holds a special place in my heart. 
2016 will mark the final year that Esperanza 
Worley works in my District office. We share 
that, a deep love for Dallas. I have known her 
since before I was elected into office, and she 
has worked on our team every single day of 
my Congressional career. Though my team 
and the constituents of Texas’ 30th District will 
lose an exceptional and caring advocate, they 
will gain a friend who will be rightfully enjoying 
some much-deserved retirement. 

Her attention to detail and warm demeanor 
have made her an excellent congressional 
staffer, but an even better friend to all of us. 
Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize the selfless 

dedication Esperanza Worley has given to the 
people she has worked with and for in Dallas 
and beyond. For this she deserves our utmost 
respect, admiration, and praise—though her 
humility will likely not allow her to accept it. 
But more than anything, I want to show how 
much we like her, and wish her the best. 

f 

ANNE OTTERSON 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, San 
Diego recently lost a giant presence in our 
community with the passing of Anne Otterson. 

Anne was a beloved part of San Diego, and 
she concentrated so much of her life to giving 
back. Through her work as an activist and phi-
lanthropist with Project Concern International 
(PCI) and the University of California San 
Diego, she left behind an enormous impact on 
the community. 

A former Fulbright scholar, she was very 
quick and intelligent, but in a way that was in-
clusive and encouraging of those around her. 
Anne had an ability to bring people in. She 
was always listening and wanted to learn 
about other people’s experiences. 

She had a dedication to helping her commu-
nity and used her resources and talents to do 
just that. Anne was a celebrated chef and 
teacher at the local culinary school Perfect 
Pan School of Cooking. She took that passion 
to the next level and used it for the good of 
others by establishing the annual Celebrity 
Chefs Cook Gala in 1981—this event has 
gone on for decades and has raised over $9 
million for cancer research and care at 
UCSD’s Moores Cancer Centers. 

Anne had a wonderful sense of humor, she 
was engaging, and had a presence that made 
people feel good. People just liked being 
around her. 

I was lucky enough to have spent time with 
Anne, and what always struck me about her 
was her strong sense of service. Her genuine 
interest was advancing PCI’s mission: spread-
ing women’s empowerment, democracy and 
creating opportunity. 

Of all her many accomplishments, Anne 
considered her children and grandchildren to 
be her greatest achievements. She leaves be-
hind a proud legacy. 

I also love what she described as her phi-
losophy of life—I think it spells out the way 
she saw the world and how we can all learn 
from her. Anne said, ‘‘Laugh at yourself, be 
curious and care about others, and listen to 
the world about you—whether it is the bab-
bling brook, the melodious sounds of a flute, 
or the plaintive cry of oppressed people.’’ 

These are the words that Anne Otterson 
lived by and they are an inspiration that lives 
on. 
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