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REAFFIRMING LONGSTANDING 
UNITED STATES POLICY IN SUP-
PORT OF A DIRECT BILAT-
ERALLY NEGOTIATED SETTLE-
MENT OF THE ISRAELI-PALES-
TINIAN CONFLICT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the rank-
ing member and chairman for their hard work 
in crafting this resolution. It reiterates a num-
ber of points consistent with longstanding U.S. 
policy on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, includ-
ing the current Administration, that I support. It 
is still to be seen what this policy will look like 
under the new Administration. 

No one disputes the need for the parties to 
directly work out the issues. I articulated that 
position in a letter I sent to President Obama 
when he took office in 2009. I reaffirmed that 
position again in a letter to the President 
about a year ago. I continue to support that 
position. 

Additionally, no one disputes the need to 
oppose unilateral actions by either party that 
undermines the process. As Vice President 
BIDEN noted earlier this year, ‘‘Actions on ei-
ther side to undermine trust only take us fur-
ther away from the path of peace. Actions like 
at the U.N. to undermine Israel, or . . . settle-
ment activities.’’ Such actions clearly erode 
the prospect of a two-state solution, the stated 
goal for U.S. policy and efforts for a number 
of years now. 

However, I believe that this resolution we 
are debating is incomplete. 

For example, this resolution should not be 
mischaracterized or misrepresented as oppos-
ing constructive steps by the United States, ei-
ther unilaterally or with the international com-
munity, to help preserve and further a nego-
tiated two-state solution between the Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

While no effort can replace the parties 
themselves reaching agreement, there are a 
host of ways in which the U.S. and other 
stakeholders in the international communities, 
like Arab countries in the region, with a vital 
interest in peace can support steps to rebuild 
trust and good will, both of which are sorely 
lacking and will be needed. It must be made 
clear that Congress is not discouraging such 
efforts through this or any other resolution. 

The framework for a resolution to the con-
flict has long been clear for a number of years 
and formulated a number of times, including 
President Clinton and President George W. 
Bush. No U.N. resolution is needed for that. 

The issue isn’t whether we know where the 
major issues of disagreement lie, but how to 
create an environment that encourages the 
parties to move forward. The U.S. and inter-
national support can be helpful and useful to 
building that environment. It would be fool-
hardy to hope that somehow the Israelis and 

Palestinians spontaneously decide to stop 
pointing fingers and come together and find 
solutions to some very tough and challenging 
issues. 

The challenges to peace at the moment are 
tremendous which is why it is important that 
we should encourage all interested in peace to 
continue to work for it. 

Even Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu re-
cently expressed appreciation for and a will-
ingness to build on multilateral and regional 
efforts regarding the conflict between the 
Israelis and Palestinians, such as the Arab 
Peace Initiative. 

At the end of his Administration, President 
George W. Bush held a conference at Annap-
olis where he hosted the leaders of Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority, but also other ‘‘na-
tions that support a two-state solution, reject 
violence, recognize Israel’s right to exist, and 
commit to all previous agreements between 
the parties.’’ President Bush also noted that 
‘‘the world can do more to build the conditions 
for peace’’ between the two parties. The U.S. 
invited 49 countries and international organiza-
tions to participate including Members of the 
Arab League, Permanent Members of the U.N. 
Security Council, and the International Quartet 
for Middle East Peace. 

In 2007, President George W. Bush argued 
for the international community to ‘‘rise to the 
moment, and provide decisive support to re-
sponsible Palestinian leaders working for 
peace’’ and laid out one role for the inter-
national community—helping create viable 
Palestinian institutions necessary for a state. 

Former Senator and head of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, Richard Lugar 
repeatedly noted that ‘‘Both Israel and the Pal-
estinians urgently need international support to 
fortify their ability and willingness to embrace 
the difficult choices that will be necessary’’ to 
reach a peace deal. 

While the world has changed much since 
that time, the need for the international com-
munity to do more to ‘‘build conditions for 
peace’’ between the two parties has not dimin-
ished. 

Yet, I am concerned that some may read H. 
Con. Res. 165 as dismissing all efforts by the 
U.S. to engage the international community to 
galvanize broad support for meaningful efforts 
to move the parties towards peace. 

I also want to emphasize that no one should 
read this resolution as preventing the U.S. 
from supporting non-binding efforts through 
the U.N. Security Council to further progress 
toward a negotiated, conflict-ending agree-
ment. This has long been a part of the U.S. 
Middle East Peace toolbox. 

The U.S. was instrumental in drafting and 
passing UNSC Resolutions 242 (in 1967) and 
338 (in 1973) outlining the international com-
munity’s desire for a peaceful resolution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict through territorial com-
promise. Democratic and Republican Presi-
dents alike have previously worked through 
the U.N. Security Council to promote peace. 

Under President Reagan, the United States 
did not veto U.N. Security Council Resolutions 

criticizing Israel’s annexation of the Golan 
Heights and its activities in the occupied Pal-
estinian territories. 

I believe that such efforts remain a viable 
tool today. 

That doesn’t mean the U.S. has to support 
efforts it believes are contrary to peace. It has 
long been U.S. policy to denounce actions by 
any party—Israel, the Palestinians, or inter-
national actors—that are unwelcomed. This in-
cludes opposition to actions by the United Na-
tions—or any other entity—to pass resolutions 
that are one-sided or anti-Israel. And the 
Obama Administration has done so when 
needed. 

Additionally, I believe the resolution would 
have been strengthened by strongly empha-
sizing that there is no workable alternative to 
the two-state solution which has been the 
focus of U.S. peacemaking efforts for years 
now. 

Lastly, I continue to support the current Ad-
ministration’s push for peace between our al-
lies and to urge it to continue to do so even 
in its waning days. I also urge the incoming 
Administration to work constructively towards 
a two-state solution. In a recent poll, 69 per-
cent of American Jewish voters expressed 
support for President Barack Obama deliv-
ering a major speech before leaving office out-
lining a vision for what Israelis and Palestin-
ians must do to reach a peace agreement. 

There is plenty of blame to apportion for 
why the status quo of violence, instability, and 
conflict continues unabated. 

We owe it to every Israeli and Palestinian 
who share a vision of two peoples living side 
by side in peace and security to never quit on 
working toward a meaningful peace and that 
should include pursuing every tool and 
leveraging every ally in that pursuit. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID JOHNSON, CO- 
FOUNDER OF POLARIS INDUS-
TRIES 

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a visionary business man 
from my district, David Johnson. He co- 
foundered Polaris Industries and designed its 
first snowmobile. 

While Mr. Johnson was in the Navy he in-
vested half of his paycheck . . . just $11 after 
he received a letter from his friend asking for 
help. When he returned home after his military 
service Mr. Johnson went to work for the com-
pany. 

The company he helped found reached its 
first billion-dollar sales year in 1995. It now 
generates over $4 billion in sales yearly and 
has a major impact on the local economy. 

Despite retiring in 1988, Mr Johnson was a 
regular fixture at the company’s Roseau, Min-
nesota plant, which is in my district. He would 
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check in on the newer models the company 
was producing and he would also give tours 
and share stories about company history. 

Mr. Johnson was a lifelong snowmobile 
rider. For his 90th birthday, he took a three- 
day 150 mile ride aboard a Polaris snow-
mobile from Roseau to his old cabin in the 
Northwest angle. 

Mr. Johnson was inducted into the snow-
mobile Hall of Fame in 1999. Mr. Johnson 
died in his Roseau MN home after a long ill-
ness. He was 93 years old. 

David Johnson is survived by his wife of 68 
years, Eleanor, and their children, Rodney, 
Mary, Mitchell, and Aaron. All Polaris employ-
ees were honorary pallbearers for his funeral 
service. 

It was my sincere pleasure to know David 
Johnson and to work with him. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the life and achievements of David 
Johnson. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT 
CLAYTON E. MONEYMAKER 

HON. MO BROOKS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the life and military 
service of Staff Sergeant Clayton E. Money-
maker, who, after service in the U.S. Army 
during World War II, dedicated 41 years of his 
life to the service of veterans in the Huntsville- 
Madison County community and the State of 
Alabama. 

Clayton Eugene Moneymaker was born on 
January 1, 1918 in Heysworth, Illinois to Mr. 
and Mrs. Lee Moneymaker. On August 10, 
1943, at 25 years old, Clayton joined the U.S. 
Army and officially entered active military serv-
ice on August 31, 1943. Clayton served honor-
ably, and on January 8, 1946, separated from 
the Army having attained the rank of Staff Ser-
geant. 

In 1981, Clayton mortgaged his home to 
complete the purchase, construction, and 
completion of the new home for the Huntsville- 
Madison County American Legion Post 237. 

Clayton served his fellow veterans from 
1982 to 2011 in numerous positions including 
as the American Legion Department of Ala-
bama Commander, the District 12 Com-
mander, the Division 1 Commander, and twice 
he served as the American Legion Post 237 
Commander, spanning 19 years. 

In recognition of his dedication to veterans 
in our community, the American Legion Post 
237 membership, living heirs of Clayton, the 
American Legion Department of Alabama, and 
the National Headquarters of the American Le-
gion all agreed to rename the Huntsville-Madi-
son County American Legion Post 237 as the 
Clayton E. Moneymaker American Legion Post 
237. 

Clayton Eugene Moneymaker dedicated 41 
years of his life to serving veterans in the 
Huntsville-Madison County community and the 
State of Alabama. 

Today I pay tribute to an extraordinary indi-
vidual, Clayton E. Moneymaker, and express 
my sincere gratitude for his life of committed 
service to the veterans of Alabama. 

HONORING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GRACE HEALTH CLINIC 
AND THE LEADERSHIP OF DR. 
RANDY HICKLE 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 10th anniversary of 
Grace Health Clinic in Lubbock, Texas. I 
would also like to honor Grace Health Clinic’s 
founder and CEO, Dr. Randy Hickle, and rec-
ognize his commitment to providing quality, 
service and value to the countless families 
throughout the South Plains. 

To appreciate this accomplishment, one 
must understand the humble beginnings from 
which Grace Health Clinic came. 

Dr. Hickle founded Grace Clinic in 2006 with 
just eight doctors on staff. Under his guidance, 
Grace Health Clinic has transformed into 
Grace Health System, growing to more than 
50 doctors and specialists and expanding its 
operations to better serve their patients’ 
needs. 

The award-winning clinic is the only locally 
owned, doctor-operated health facility in the 
region. Thanks to the tireless efforts of Dr. 
Hickle, Grace Health Clinic has been able to 
grow without losing its focus on patients and 
their healthcare needs. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize a 
clinic that has contributed so much to our 
community. It is my pleasure to take this op-
portunity and praise the vision that Dr. Hickle 
had when he founded this clinic 10 years ago 
and the leadership he has exhibited through-
out this journey. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. WILLIAM 
‘‘BILL’’ HALD 

HON. DOUG LaMALFA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Hald of Grass Val-
ley, California, an artist and a veteran from the 
North State. 

Bill served in the United States Navy from 
1967 through 1973. After graduating 2nd in his 
class, he served as a computer fire control 
missile technician aboard the USS Ramsey, a 
Brooke-class destroyer escort for the USS 
Hancock aircraft carrier in the Western Pacific. 
Mr. Hald was one of the six crewmembers re-
quired to use the Ramsey’s Tartar Missile 
System—but during his first tour he was the 
sole technician able to use the system’s ana-
log computer, resulting in long days and 
nights. Throughout his tour in the Western Pa-
cific, the USS Ramsey earned 5 Battle Stars 
in addition to a number of citations and cam-
paign ribbons. After his service, Bill returned 
to the North State and began to sculpt, some-
times using patriotic symbols, such as the bald 
eagle. 

Bill’s wife Camille placed one of his sculp-
tures, We The People, up for the 2016 Na-
tional Veterans Administration Creative Arts 
Competition. This annual competition focuses 
on the use of the creative arts to assist in re-

habilitative treatment for enrolled Veterans re-
covering from, and coping with physical and 
emotional disabilities. The competition has 51 
categories, including sculptures. We The Peo-
ple quickly gained recognition, placing first in 
local and regional competitions. On October 
16, 2016, at the National Veterans Creative 
Arts Festival in Jackson, Mississippi, We The 
People won first place in the sculpture cat-
egory. 

We The People portrays a bald eagle 
perched atop four books: the Holy Bible, on 
top, followed by three books labelled Legisla-
tive, Executive and Judicial to represent the 
first three Articles of the Constitution of the 
United States. The right talon of the eagle is 
placed on the Holy Bible, while it stands ‘‘on 
the wall,’’ over the Constitution in a protective 
stance. In total, Bill spent over a year crafting 
the 100 pound pure bronze sculpture in his 
garage. There are 5,000 accurately 
handcrafted feathers on the piece. I am deeply 
grateful to Bill for his service in the United 
States Navy, but also for the incredible devo-
tion and patriotism that he has shown to his 
country after his service ended. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THE HON-
ORABLE GEORGE R. GROSSE OF 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of The Honorable George R. 
Grosse. We in Jacksonville, Florida, mourned 
Mr. Grosse’s passing after 86 years of life on 
June 3, 2016. 

Born in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1930, 
George dedicated his life to his faith, his fam-
ily and his community. He graduated from 
Baldwin High School and was a lifelong resi-
dent of Jacksonville’s Westside. George be-
came an accomplished businessman, a suc-
cessful law enforcement official, and a public 
servant who enjoyed a reputation for honesty, 
fair dealings, and a strong Christian faith. He 
was a member of Westside Baptist Church 
where he served as a Deacon for more than 
25 years. 

George always held an entrepreneurial spir-
it, a strong work ethic, and the American 
Dream in his heart. He started a chicken farm 
and later became a journeyman carpenter. 
Then in 1957, George joined the Duval County 
Road Patrol as a Deputy Sheriff. In 1968, he 
was elected President of the Duval County 
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge Number 30. 
Then, when the city and the county consoli-
dated, he was elected as the first President of 
the consolidated FOP Lodge Number 5–30 
and was selected as Officer of the Year for 
the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office. He continued 
to serve as FOP President until he left JSO in 
1970 to devote his full attention to Gateway 
Concrete Contractors, Inc., a concrete busi-
ness he founded and which he ultimately grew 
to be the largest concrete contractor of its day 
in Northeast Florida. 

In 1973, George was elected to the Florida 
House of Representatives for District 15. He 
represented West Duval County, as well as all 
of Baker, Nassau and Union counties for three 
terms. I had the privilege of serving with him 
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in the State House for several years and con-
sidered him a valued friend and colleague. 
George resigned his seat in 1977, when Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter appointed him as the U.S. 
Marshall for the Middle District of Florida, a 
role he served in until 1982. Later he was ap-
pointed by Mayor Jake Godbold to the Jack-
sonville Electric Authority Board of Directors 
and was, subsequently, elected Board Chair-
man. 

George was a role model to many and a 
well-respected leader of our community. He 
was recognized on several occasions for his 
active role in the leadership of the Boy Scouts 
of America’s Great Northern District. In addi-
tion, he maintained an active role and pres-
ence in local politics his entire life. Each year, 
George and his wife Corene hosted a bar-be- 
que at their farm in support of my candidacy 
for Congress. I was never sure if people came 
out to see me or George. He dedicated his life 
to the service of others and his generosity of 
spirit and warm affability endeared him to his 
family, his friends and his neighbors. I send 
my heartfelt condolences to his family and join 
with all of Jacksonville in mourning our loss. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in cele-
brating the outstanding life of one of Florida’s 
and Jacksonville’s most outstanding citizens, 
The Honorable George R. Grosse. 

f 

REMEMBRANCE AND HOPE ON 
WORLD AIDS DAY 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, today, December 
1, 2016, marks the 28th World AIDS Day—a 
day to come together in support of people 
around the world who live with HIV/AIDS, to 
remember those we’ve lost, and to commit 
ourselves to eradicating this vile disease once 
and for all. 

For me, this day conjures back a memory I 
have of visiting the Names Project AIDS Me-
morial Quilt on the National Mall on a swel-
tering day in Washington a few summers ago. 
Although I was sweating through my suit, it 
was impossible not to stand there without 
being profoundly moved. I was moved when I 
thought about the fathers, mothers, cousins, 
sisters, brothers, friends, and other loved ones 
whose lives were cut short by this wretched 
disease—many of whom had their stories me-
morialized on a panel of the AIDS quilt for the 
world to see. Stories like that of Ryan White, 
an Indiana teenager who was diagnosed with 
HIV in 1984 after receiving a contaminated 
blood treatment for Hemophilia. Just 13 years 
old, Ryan was barred from returning to school, 
cast asunder by a society that did not yet 
comprehend that the disease transmits inde-
pendently of lifestyle. But he spent the rest of 
his young life advocating for understanding 
and against an unjust stigma, finally perishing 
far too young at 18. Countless stories like 
Ryan’s are a reminder that we must never for-
get how far we’ve come, and how far we have 
left to go. 

That said, we’ve made tremendous progress 
since the first World AIDS Day in 1988. So 
many people today are alive because of the 
investment, hard work, activism and commit-
ment of those who fought for this progress, 

like Ryan—for housing, for prevention, for a 
fair shake for those who today live with this 
wretched disease. 

In Congress, I have worked with my col-
leagues on the Congressional HIV/AIDS cau-
cus to support policies that promote research, 
prevention, and, most importantly, a cure. 
Through my work with these magnificent col-
leagues—many of whom have been fighting 
this battle since long before I dreamed of run-
ning for Congress—I have resolved that we 
must fully fund programs that fight AIDS at 
home and abroad. Programs like the Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR) and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis, and Malaria—both of which pro-
vide antiretroviral HIV treatments and 
screenings to millions of children and adults 
around the world. And the Housing Opportuni-
ties for Persons with AIDS—a program that al-
lows Americans with AIDS to access sub-
sidized, low-income housing. 

Today, our government has made stopping 
the proliferation of HIV/AIDS a priority, and the 
impact is real. Last year, the U.S. government 
spent $26.42 billion on HIV/AIDS treatment, 
prevention, and accommodations domestically, 
and $6.57 billion for international programs. 
Between 2005 and 2014, the annual total of 
new cases has fallen 19 percent largely due to 
increased screenings and prevention meas-
ures. Even still, the lifetime cost of treating an 
HIV infection is $379,000—a staggering 
amount considering that 30 percent of those 
living with the disease lack health insurance. 

I am especially pleased by news that the 
National Institutes of Health started a grant 
program in July of this year to fund research 
into a cure—$30 million per year over the next 
five years. amFAR, a non-profit research orga-
nization, has committed to investing $100 mil-
lion to form the scientific basis for a cure by 
2020. 

The scientists tell us the moment is now. A 
cure is possible if we commit ourselves to it. 
As long as I am in Congress, I will fight to 
make the necessary resources available to 
eradicate HIV/AIDS and realize our shared 
dream of an AIDS-free generation. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DAVE POTTER 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dave Potter, a model public servant on 
this memorable occasion of his retirement 
from the Monterey County Board of Super-
visors. I have had the tremendous pleasure in 
working with Dave over the years and the 
great honor to call him a dear friend. 

Dave originally hails from Hingham, Massa-
chusetts. In 1970, his van broke down on 
Highway 1 near Carmel and he just stayed 
and made the Monterey Peninsula his home. 
Starting in the early 70s, he built a general 
contracting business, Potter Construction. That 
work soon led him into the world of public pol-
icy as an appointee to the City of Monterey’s 
Architectural Review Committee and then 
Planning Commission and ultimately to an 
elected seat on the Monterey City Council. 

In 1996, Dave was elected to the Monterey 
County Board of Supervisors to represent the 

Fifth District, the same supervisorial district I 
represented from 1975 to 1980. He quickly 
gained a reputation on the Board as a doer, 
a leader who got stuff done. The Carmel Hill 
Highway 1 climbing lane is a good example, 
and one that many of us use on a daily basis. 
And then there were countless other tasks and 
efforts that made life in the Fifth District that 
much better: resolution to a parking problem, 
a new park, viable ambulance service, assist-
ance with County Planning, etc. His service 
stood out particularly in response to disasters 
both small and large. During the 2008 Basin 
Complex Fire and this year’s Sobranes Fire, 
Dave and his office were ever present in the 
thick of the action helping the community and 
incident command resolve countless issues 
that came up on an almost daily basis. This 
kind of service won Dave reelection in 2000, 
2004, 2008, and 2012. 

During his tenure on the Board, Dave 
served on many boards, committees and com-
missions including the California Coastal Com-
mission for 12 years, Monterey Peninsula 
Water Management District, Fort Ord Reuse 
Authority, Legislative Committee, Fort Ord 
Committee, Capital Improvements Committee, 
Natividad Medical Center Board of Trustees, 
Chair of Transportation Agency for Monterey 
County, and Chair of the Rail Policy Com-
mittee. In addition, Dave received numerous 
awards of recognition from 1980 through 2015 
from a multitude of local cities and organiza-
tions, Chambers of Commerce, including reso-
lutions from California State Senate and Con-
gress representatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the 
whole House in thanking Supervisor Potter for 
his many years of dedicated public service. I 
want to especially thank Dave’s wife Janine 
and his three adult children Myles, Tyler, and 
Sarah, and grandchildren, Ciara and Bella for 
lending their husband, father, and grandfather 
to the people of this community. As a resident 
myself of the Fifth District, I know that my 
neighbors and I owe him a deep gratitude for 
doing so much to improve our quality of life. 
The world is a better place because of his ef-
forts. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA’S 
BELOVED WILLIAM LEE ‘‘BILL’’ 
SUTLER 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the life and legacy of Northwest 
Florida’s beloved William Lee ‘‘Bill’’ Sutler, 
who passed away on November 24, 2016. His 
love for his family and community, as well as 
his dedicated service in the United States 
Navy, will be remembered by all those who 
knew him. 

Bill was born August 31, 1932, in Stanton, 
Virginia where he grew up with his mother and 
two sisters. At the young age of 17, Bill made 
the choice to serve our Nation by joining the 
United States Navy, serving faithfully and hon-
orably for the next 26 years. Bill utilized his 
talents as an aircraft mechanic aboard several 
ships including the USS Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
USS Saratoga, USS Constellation, and the 
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USS John F. Kennedy. Chief Petty Officer 
Sutler also worked on aircrafts VF–11, VF–31, 
VF–121, and the RVAH–11. In 1974, after 26 
years of service, he retired as a Senior Chief 
Petty Officer. After retirement, Bill continued 
his career by working for the state agriculture 
department and remained active in both 
Pineview Methodist Church and his commu-
nity. 

Those who knew Bill, know that he was a 
kind, generous, and smart man. He will always 
be remembered fondly for the unwavering love 
that he held for his family and his country. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
am privileged to recognize the life of William 
Lee ‘‘Bill’’ Sutler. My wife Vicki and I extend 
our heartfelt prayers and condolences to his 
wife Shirley ‘‘Colleen’’ Sutler; sons, William Jr. 
‘‘Billy’’ and Virginia Sutler, Michael and Cheryl 
Sutler, and Robert ‘‘Bobby’’ and Diane Sutler; 
six grandchildren, Penny, Jennifer, Emily, Em-
mett, and Caleb Sutler, and Amanda Bell; and 
two great-grandchildren. 

f 

HONORING DEPUTY COMMANDER 
PAT CAROTHERS 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, nearly two 
weeks ago, our nation lost another dedicated 
public servant committed to protecting our 
neighborhoods from criminals. 

Deputy Commander Pat Carothers of the 
Southeast Regional Fugitive Task Force died 
in the line of duty while executing an arrest 
warrant for a fugitive wanted for attempted 
murder of police officers and domestic vio-
lence. 

Deputy Commander Carothers served in the 
U.S. Marshals Service for 26 years. He was a 
native of Luray, Virginia, in the Sixth Congres-
sional District which I represent, and spent his 
career serving the Northern District of Geor-
gia. For over a quarter of a century, he risked 
his life every day to arrest fugitives of the law 
and see them brought to justice for their 
crimes. 

In addition to wearing the badge, Deputy 
Commander Carothers was also a family man. 
He was married to his wife Terry for 30 years 
and was a loving father to five children. As the 
Carothers family mourns their devastating 
loss, we pray that God would comfort them 
and give them peace. 

The murder of Deputy Commander 
Carothers reminds us once again that law en-
forcement officers face danger every day while 
on duty, whether simply knocking on a door or 
pulling someone over. 

In 2016 alone, 132 law enforcement officers 
died in the line of duty. Attacks on those who 
protect our neighborhoods from criminals and 
keep the peace are not to be tolerated. I—and 
others in Congress—stand shoulder to shoul-
der with our nation’s law enforcement officers 
and remain committed to finding solutions to 
reduce violence and aggression towards them. 

In the Gospel of John, we are told that there 
is no greater love than to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. And this is true of Deputy 
Commander Carothers. Every day he risked 
his life so that others would be safe from 
harm. He is a hero and deserves to be recog-

nized and honored for his service to our coun-
try. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE TOWN OF 
WESTBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to celebrate the town of Westborough, Massa-
chusetts as they enter the year of their 300th 
anniversary. Westborough was the 100th town 
to be incorporated in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts on November 18th, 1717. 
Westborough has had an impressive history. 

Forty-six Minutemen left Westborough on 
April 19, 1775 under the command of Captain 
Edmund Brigham to fight in the opening battle 
of the Revolutionary War. In the early 1800s, 
Westborough became a key stop as travelers 
to and from Worcester and Boston stopped 
along their journey. 

Today, Westborough is a vibrant, thriving, 
and diverse town with an excellent school sys-
tem and a family-oriented community. 
Westborough has been named ‘‘one of the 
best places to live’’ and a ‘‘top ten best town 
for families.’’ 

Westborough’s location at the center of 
Massachusetts has helped propel its thriving 
local economy. Westborough has many 
unique family-owned small businesses and is 
home to the headquarters of some of New 
England’s most notable companies. 

Congratulations, again, to the town of 
Westborough. As Westborough looks ahead to 
the next 300 years, I am proud to join so 
many in wishing them a bright and prosperous 
future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WAYNE STATE UNI-
VERSITY POLICE OFFICER 
COLLIN ROSE 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a 
heavy heart to commemorate the life of 
Wayne State University police officer Collin 
Rose, who was killed in the line of duty on No-
vember 23, 2016. Officer Rose was my con-
stituent, and lived in St. Clair Shores, Michi-
gan. 

A K9 officer with the Wayne State University 
Police Department in Detroit, Officer Rose not 
only protected the faculty, staff and student 
body at the University, but also the community 
surrounding Wayne State’s campus. He was 
known to his friends and colleagues as a per-
son of boundless energy, for his commitment 
to the safety of those he was sworn to serve, 
and for his kindness and generosity to others. 
A fellow member of the Wayne State Univer-
sity Police Department, Chris Powell, de-
scribed Officer Rose as ‘‘. . . the light of the 
room. He was bears to honey. Everyone 
would befriend him.’’ 

As a memorial bicyclist with Chapter One of 
the Police Unity Tour, Officer Rose proudly 
honored police officers throughout the country 

who died in the line of duty. In addition to 
helping to broaden public awareness of the 
sacrifices made by fallen officers, Officer Rose 
and other Unity Tour participants throughout 
the nation have helped to raise millions of dol-
lars for the National Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial Fund and the National Law Enforce-
ment Museum. An avid cyclist, Officer Rose 
proposed to his fiancée, Nikki Salgot, after 
completing the last leg of the Police Unity 
Tour on May 12th of this year. 

A 13-year old boy, Kameren Greene, who 
lives near Wayne State and who came to 
know Officer Rose though his consistent out-
reach to young people in the neighborhood, 
told WXYZ-TV in Detroit, ‘‘It’s sad that he lost 
his life, and we lost a good friend.’’ So with 
profound sadness at his loss and deep grati-
tude for his service, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in paying tribute to Officer 
Collin Rose, who was indeed a good friend to 
so many people, and in offering sincere con-
dolences to Officer Rose’s fiancée, Nikki 
Salgot; to his parents, Randy and Karen Rose 
and his brother Curtis Rose; to his colleagues 
with the Wayne State Police Department; and 
to the Wayne State community. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND FRANK E. 
COLEMAN JR. 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as Messiah Bap-
tist Church in Yonkers celebrates the installa-
tion of a new Pastor, I wanted to take the op-
portunity to congratulate and welcome the 
congregation’s new leader, Westchester’s own 
Reverend Frank E. Coleman Jr. 

A graduate of Tuckahoe High School, Rev. 
Coleman attended Virginia Union University 
where he graduated with a B.A. in Religion & 
Philosophy. Later he graduated from Almeda 
University where he received his Master’s de-
gree in Pastoral Studies. 

Rev. Coleman began his Pastoral career at 
Zion Baptist Church in Westmoreland, Virginia, 
before moving back to Westchester as Pastor 
of Shiloh Baptist Church in Tuckahoe. In 2010, 
he once again returned to Virginia as Pastor 
of the First Baptist Church in South Boston 
and remained there until 2014, when he once 
again returned home to Westchester. Since 
September, 2015 Rev. Coleman has served 
as Pastor-Elect of the Mother Church, The 
Messiah Baptist Church in Yonkers, New 
York. 

In addition to his Pastoral duties, Rev. Cole-
man has left a lasting legacy of helping others 
everywhere he goes. He was the Vice Presi-
dent of the Halifax County Substance Abuse 
Awareness Coalition, Commissioner of The 
Southside Planning District Commission, 
Board Member of The Department of Social 
Services in Halifax, member of the S.C.L.C., 
Danville Branch and he served as the Presi-
dent of the Halifax/South Boston NAACP. He 
has also served as V.P. of the Tuckahoe 
School District’s school board, Member of the 
Tuckahoe Village’s Ethics Board and Co- 
Founder/President of the Committee Worker 
for All Children (CWAC). 

Of course, Rev. Coleman’s true love has al-
ways been family. He is the husband of the 
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Rev. Margaret Fountain Coleman of Mount 
Vernon New York and the father of one son 
and three daughters. 

I am honored to help welcome Rev. Cole-
man to Messiah Baptist and I wish him noth-
ing but the best in his tenure. 

f 

HONORING U.S. ARMY CORPS OF 
ENGINEERS SAINT PAUL DIS-
TRICT ON 150 YEARS 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Saint Paul District on 150 years of service to 
residents of Minnesota and the entire upper 
Mississippi region. The Saint Paul district has, 
over the past century-and-a-half, conserved 
our aquatic habitats, managed the effects of 
drought and flood damage, provided outdoor 
recreation areas for the public, and ensured 
that the products and services produced in our 
region have the ability to be transported safely 
via our waterways. This is only to name a few 
of the critical tasks performed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Saint Paul District. 

The Saint Paul District celebrates its birth-
day on August 17th every year because it was 
on that day in 1866 that Major General G.K. 
Warren, a West Point Graduate acclaimed for 
his leadership in the battle of Gettysburg, ar-
rived in Saint Paul. His orders were seemingly 
modest: To establish an engineering office. He 
could not have known at the time, but the of-
fice that he established would go on to be en-
twined with the economy and history of the 
entire region. The first emergency that the St. 
Paul District responded to was the collapse of 
the Eastman Tunnel of Nicollet Island in Min-
neapolis. With expertise and precision, the 
Saint Paul district constructed structures to 
save both the island and nearby St. Anthony 
Falls. The structures that they built are still in 
use to this day. 

Later on its history, the Saint Paul District 
supported the nation’s mobilization during 
World War II. The Saint Paul District dredged 
the Minnesota River to the Port of Cargill, 
where Minnesota-based Cargill was building 
ships for the war effort. In addition, they also 
built an ordnance plant in Arden Hills, Min-
nesota, and airports in Fargo and Devil’s 
Lake, North Dakota. 

Today, any visit to the Mississippi River in 
St. Paul, showcases the work that the Saint 
Paul District does. The 13 locks and dams, 
and 9 foot navigation channel that the Saint 
Paul District operates and maintains, goes to 
support economically crucial inland navigation 
that benefits the entire upper Mississippi re-
gion. One of the most important tasks that the 
Saint Paul District has is to help communities 
combat the effects of flooding through disaster 
support and by the construction of flood risk 
management projects. This includes 16 large 
reservoirs for flood risk reduction that also 
offer recreation and fish and wildlife habitat. 
Another little known operation of the Saint 
Paul District is the operation of 49 separate 
recreation areas open to the public. 

The Saint Paul District has supported the 
citizens of the Fourth Congressional District, 
and thousands of people in the upper Mis-

sissippi River region for 150 years. Every task 
that they undertake goes to benefit the people 
they serve by strengthening the local econ-
omy, enabling the movement of goods and 
people, maintaining and restoring natural 
aquatic ecosystems, and reducing and pre-
venting the effects of floods and droughts. Mr. 
Speaker, please join me in congratulating the 
Saint Paul District of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers on 150 years of service. 

f 

USS ‘‘JOHN P. MURTHA’’ (LPD–26) 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the commissioning of the USS John 
P. Murtha, the new naval vessel named in 
honor of the late Congressman Jack Murtha, 
who will fondly be remembered as a deco-
rated combat Marine, statesman, and dear 
friend to colleagues on both sides of the aisle. 

On Saturday, October 8, 2016 in Philadel-
phia, PA, the Navy’s 10th San Antonio-class 
amphibious transport dock, named the USS 
John P. Murtha (LPD 26), was commissioned 
by his beloved widow Mrs. Joyce Murtha and 
daughter Ms. Donna Murtha. 

During his 58 years of service to our nation, 
38 in the U.S. Marine Corps and 35 as a 
Member of U.S. Congress from Johnstown, 
PA, Rep. Murtha was an indefatigable cham-
pion for the Armed Services, rising in 1989 to 
chair the House Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee. His detailed knowledge of the U.S. 
military, deep friendships across the various 
services, respect from his Congressional col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle, and wry 
sense of humor drew people to him and made 
him a highly effective lawmaker. Jack was a 
father of three children, the first Vietnam War 
combat veteran elected to Congress, recipient 
of the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage 
Award, and staunch representative of his peo-
ple. His own wartime experience as a battalion 
staff officer in Vietnam, where he was award-
ed the Bronze Star, two Purple Hearts, and 
the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, gave him 
deep insight into the political and military com-
plexities of modern warfare. 

An author, From Vietnam to 9/11: On the 
Front Lines of National Security with a New 
Epilogue on the Iraq War, he wrote: The Con-
gress—the people’s branch of government— 
has an obligation to make an independent as-
sessment of key foreign policy issues. The 
way we go about collecting, analyzing, and 
using intelligence information is one of the 
most important determinants of our success or 
failure in world events. Unfortunately, it is a 
lesson we have had to learn too often, at a 
heavy price in American blood and treasure. 
What is certain, is that intelligence must al-
ways be used as a tool of statecraft, not as a 
political tool. 

As this ship performs its missions on behalf 
of the American people, I have full confidence 
Jack Murtha’s patriotic and strong spirit—Sem-
per Fidelis—will be guiding the vessel if it en-
counters troubled waters as it navigates to-
ward fair winds and following seas. 

I include in the RECORD the remarks of 
Democratic Leader NANCY PELOSI given at the 
commissioning of the USS John P. Murtha. 

PELOSI REMARKS AT USS JOHN P. MURTHA 
COMMISSIONING CEREMONY 

PHILADELPHIA.—House Democratic Leader 
Nancy Pelosi delivered remarks today, Octo-
ber 8, 2016, at the commission ceremony of 
the USS John P. Murtha. Below are the 
Leader’s remarks: 

‘‘Good morning. Thank you very much, Ad-
miral William Moran for your kind introduc-
tion but more importantly, for your great 
leadership. As one that grew up in Balti-
more, Maryland, I have a great loyalty to 
the Naval Academy, so I appreciate your 
comments about the Navy—but I had four 
brothers who served in the Army so . . . 

[Laughter and applause] 
‘‘It is an honor to be with you today, with 

Secretary Valdez—please give our regards to 
Secretary Mabus—to Major General Chris-
topher Owens—it is a proud day for all of us 
to come together for the Navy and the Ma-
rine Corps, for the Commissioning of the 
USS John P. Murtha. 

‘‘Chairman Murtha—as you have heard— 
was a legislator of unsurpassed talents, a sol-
dier of extraordinary courage and a public 
servant to the end. Mr. Brady—my colleague, 
Congressman Brady is correct: we will never 
see his light again. 

‘‘I thank the Murtha family for the oppor-
tunity to make this address today. I appre-
ciate this opportunity to bring the greetings 
and congratulations from Jack Murtha’s 
many friends in the Congress of the United 
States, on both sides of the aisle, on both 
sides in the Capitol and all the way down 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

‘‘I am glad to be with my colleagues— 
present and former—the Undersecretary of 
the Army Patrick Murphy—as he mentioned, 
the first Iraq veteran to serve in the Con-
gress—Congressman Bob Brady, in whose dis-
trict we are and great friend of Jack Mur-
tha’s, Congressman Keith Rothfus, he rep-
resents the district that Jack represented in 
Congress, and as well as Mark Critz, who fol-
lowed in Jack’s footsteps, and Marjorie 
Margolies-Mezvinsky, who is here as well— 
who represented Philadelphia in Congress. It 
is also an honor to be here with Lieutenant 
Governor Michael Stack—recognizing the 
important role that Pennsylvania and Phila-
delphia play in our national security. 

‘‘It is appropriate for us to be here in 
Pennsylvania to honor Jack Murtha—a state 
he loved and was proud to represent and to 
serve. In the House Chamber—Congressman 
Bob Brady mentioned the ‘Pennsylvania Cor-
ner’—Jack took great pride that in the 
House of Representatives, the ‘Pennsylvania 
Corner’ was the most bipartisan corner in 
the Chamber. In the Chamber, everyone 
gravitated toward Jack Murtha—Democrats 
and Republicans alike. 

‘‘To Brian Cuccias—Brian and the Ingalls 
shipbuilders, thank you for the skill, hard 
work and patriotism of all the men and 
women of labor who built this fine ship that 
enters service today. And many of you were 
in Mississippi when Donna christened the 
ship. It is wonderful to see so many of you 
here today. Thank you. Thank you for mak-
ing today possible. 

[Applause] 
‘‘Commanding Officer, Captain Kevin J. 

Parker, it was a privilege to be with you last 
year in Mississippi at the Murtha’s chris-
tening when you were the prospective com-
mander, and now at this time-honored com-
missioning ceremony to become the Com-
manding Officer—that is when Donna gives 
the signal. When Donna gives the signal— 
we’re all waiting for her. 

‘‘And to the sailors and the Marines—the 
men and women who will crew this ship over 
the oceans and perhaps ride it into battle, 
take it to humanitarian assistance—to you, 
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and your families—thank you for honoring 
our country, all of us with your bravery and 
service. 

[Applause] 
‘‘It is a joy to be with the family members, 

as my colleagues and others have said, 
Jack’s daughter, our ship sponsor, Donna, 
his sons John and Pat, grandchildren, neph-
ews and nieces and others. 

‘‘I send the congratulations and thanks of 
my colleagues in Congress to Joyce—Joyce, 
the love of Jack’s life. She and Jack were 
both so proud of having this ship named in 
his honor but Admiral Joyce was very proud 
to comment that the ship that she chris-
tened, the USS Bonhomme Richard, was a 
bigger ship. Not a competition, though. 

‘‘Service runs deep in Jack Murtha’s fam-
ily from his brothers, Kit and Jim, to his 
nephews Brian and Bob—all proud Marines— 
and his grandson, Lieutenant Jack Murtha 
in the Air Force, and to Jack’s wife, Captain 
Amanda Murtha. 

‘‘Today, as you commission, as we all com-
mission, the USS John P. Murtha, I want to 
tell you a little bit about the man your ship 
is named for—his legacy of strength, effec-
tiveness and fidelity. As was mentioned by 
my colleague, as a child, John’s grandmother 
told him: ‘You are put on this earth to make 
a difference.’ And that’s exactly what he did. 
John P. Murtha dedicated his entire life to 
the service of our nation. 

‘‘Jack Murtha was a fiercely proud Marine, 
who volunteered for combat in Vietnam— 
earning two Purple Hearts and a Bronze 
Star. In the end, Congressman Murtha would 
leave the Corps with 37 years of service to 
his name. How proud he was of that. 

‘‘In the Congress, Chairman Murtha was a 
formidable legislator and a towering leader. 
To watch Jack Murtha legislate was to ob-
serve a master at work. But more indicative 
of his character was to watch him commu-
nicate, with our troops in theater, at the 
Pentagon, and in their hospital rooms. 

‘‘His experiences in the battlefield of Viet-
nam was what fueled his boundless dedica-
tion to our men and women in uniform—with 
that connection to those warriors he fre-
quently visited in Washington, across the 
country and around the world. 

‘‘A few of us had the privilege of traveling 
in bipartisan delegations with Jack—and 
this one in particular to Kuwait, a few weeks 
before the initiation of hostilities into Iraq— 
we observed the level of detail with which 
Jack conversed with the soldiers, whether it 
was the comfort of the seats in their 
Humvees—how much they could endure as 
they did their jobs—responding to their 
needs, providing body and vehicle armor and 
reliable radios—you name it. Again, not just 
the big picture, but down to the personal 
comfort and safety of our troops. 

‘‘In those moments, Jack bonded with 
them, sharing his own personal military ex-
periences, and caring for them really as a fa-
ther—as Secretary Murtha said, he treated 
them as family. And they returned his re-
spect. 

‘‘We often saw this when he would take 
groups of us—as Bob mentioned—take groups 
of us on regular visits to our wounded war-
riors in the hospitals. One day as we were 
going into one of the rooms and the nurse 
came and said, ‘Hold up. Hold up for a while.’ 
We wanted to be very respectful and sen-
sitive to the privacy of the soldiers. But 
when we walked in to the room, we saw a 
young, injured soldier standing at attention 
by his bed and saluting Jack Murtha wearing 
a Pittsburgh Steelers jersey right after they 
had won the Super Bowl. 

[Applause] 
‘‘That was football but it was very per-

sonal with Jack. 
‘‘It is important to note that Jack defined 

our nation’s strength, not only in our mili-

tary might—as important as our military is 
and the priority that it is—but also our 
strength is measured by Jack in the health 
and well being of the American people. 

‘‘Chairman Murtha fought for the armed 
forces—whether it was for what they needed, 
for our troops, facilities—but he also fought 
to advance scientific research to seek treat-
ments and cures for breast cancer, prostate 
cancer, diabetes, and HIV/AIDS—the list 
goes on and on. Today, at Walter Reed, the 
John P. Murtha Cancer Center carries for-
ward his commitment to the health of our 
entire community. 

‘‘John Murtha made a difference—for our 
national defense, for our nation’s health, for 
the men and women who wear our nation’s 
uniform. 

‘‘Commander Parker, as this fine ship 
comes alive with her outstanding crew, the 
strength of the USS John P. Murtha will em-
body our nation’s promise to stand with you 
and your crew—through the storm and the 
calm, both as you defend democracy abroad, 
and when you come home safely. And when 
our men and women in uniform come home, 
Jack wanted them to feel safe as well. 

‘‘In the military, he always told us: on the 
battlefield, we leave no soldier behind. And 
when they come home, we leave no veteran 
behind. So I join all of those saluting our 
veterans who are here today. That was a pri-
ority for Jack Murtha. 

[Applause] 
‘‘ ‘Semper Fi’ was the watchword of Jack 

Murtha’s life. And always faithful he was: to 
his principles, to his promises, to his family 
and to the nation he loved. 

‘‘As we place the Murtha into active serv-
ice, we also renew our pledge to also always 
be faithful to you—the sailors and Marines 
who will board her today, and to every crew 
who follows. 

‘‘Like John P. Murtha, each of you has 
stepped forward and answered the call to 
‘make a difference’—for our country, and for 
the world. Be proud of the legacy that has 
been passed down to you, be proud of your 
ship’s namesake and motto, and be proud of 
the values you share. 

‘‘May God bless the USS John P. Murtha. 
‘‘May God bless the brave men and women 

who will serve aboard it—and the privilege of 
serving as the first crew for one of these 
great ships, who will be transported within 
it—and the families who wait for their safe 
return. You are family to all of us. You will 
always be in our prayers. 

‘‘May God bless you and may God bless the 
United States of America.’’ 

f 

HONORING BOB STAUF 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as a former 
school teacher, I know just how dedicated our 
educators are to their students as well as the 
community as a whole. In the Bronx and 
Westchester, no one has displayed that dedi-
cation more than Bob Stauf, one of the hon-
orees at this year’s American Irish Association 
of Westchester Annual Dinner. 

Involved in the world of education for a half 
century, Bob Stauf has taught elementary and 
junior high students at St. Philip Neri School in 
the Bronx, in the Yonkers Public School sys-
tem and Yonkers and Tarrytown Salvation 
Army citadels. His work with the Salvation 
Army has also extended to its Advisory Board, 

on which he currently serves as President for 
the Yonkers chapter. Bob is also the President 
of the 3rd Precinct Police Community Council, 
Vice President of the American Irish of West-
chester, and facilitator of programming of 
Brahma Kumaris in Westchester. He has also 
taught adult education and home school in-
struction with the Yonkers School System and 
the Children’s Village Yonkers Satellite pro-
gram. 

Bob has also made a difference at the local 
level through his work in City government. He 
has chaired the Yonkers Human Rights Com-
mission under two administrations, chaired the 
Mayors Community Relations Committee and 
Mayor’s Committee on Irish Affairs, chaired 
the Yonkers Community Action Program and 
was Vice Chair of New York State Community 
Agencies. 

In addition, Bob is a good friend who was 
personally helpful to me just prior to my first 
trip as a Member of Congress to Ireland. He 
was a wonderful resource on Irish matters, 
and even traveled with me on that trip. 

This year the American Irish Association of 
Westchester is honoring Bob Stauf at their An-
nual Dinner Dance. I want to congratulate Bob 
on this well-deserved honor and thank him for 
his many contributions to both the Bronx and 
Yonkers communities. 

f 

CELEBRATING KAZAKHSTAN’S 25 
YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, on De-
cember 16th the people of Kazakhstan will 
celebrate 25 years of their independence. 
From the collapse of the Soviet Union to the 
present day, Kazakhstan has become a val-
ued member in the international community 
and is a respected voice as a nonpermanent 
member of the United Nations Security Coun-
cil. For the United States, the first country to 
recognize Kazakhstan’s independence, this 
moment not only symbolizes Kazakhstan’s re-
markable development, but also marks 25 
years of cooperation and friendship between 
our two nations. 

Our strategic partnership was founded on a 
shared interest in nuclear nonproliferation and 
security. When the Soviet Union dissolved, 
Kazakhstan inherited the fourth largest nuclear 
stockpile in the world. Rather than using those 
resources in unproductive ways, through 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s leadership 
this nuclear arsenal was decommissioned and 
Kazakhstan has continued to cooperate in 
these efforts. 

Over the 25 years the economic relationship 
between Kazakhstan and the United States 
has greatly expanded as well. The Kazakh 
economy is dynamic and open to the world. 
From 1993 to 2013 American firms invested 
more than $42 billion in Kazakhstan, and trade 
between our nations is measured in the bil-
lions of dollars per year. 

The government and the people of 
Kazakhstan have made great strides in build-
ing an economically diverse, multi-ethnic and 
prosperous country. Kazakhstan exemplifies a 
country of religious diversity and shows the 
world how people of various faiths can live to-
gether in peace. I congratulate them on that 
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achievement. In the coming years, I hope to 
see the cooperation between the United 
States and Kazakhstan continue to grow as 
future leaders build on the successful founda-
tion that has already been laid. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF KATHLEEN 
HARRELL ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Chief Kathleen Harrell, on the occasion 
of her retirement from the Florida Department 
of Corrections. 

Chief Harrell has given 30 years of distin-
guished public service to the State of Florida 
through her knowledge, integrity and leader-
ship. Her tenure at the Florida Department of 
Corrections began on August of 1986, where 
she worked as a Field Agent within the Cor-
rectional Probation sector. She then spent 
several years performing professional work in-
vestigating, assessing, supervising, coun-
seling, administrating, and/or classifying of-
fenders as a Correctional Probation Officer. It 
was in 1993 when she joined the Office of In-
spector General and strived passionately to 
become the Assistant Chief of Investigations 
for the Florida Department in January of 2013. 
Chief Harrell deserves our admiration and re-
spect for her dedication to public service. 

Besides working tirelessly to ensure the 
wellbeing of Florida’s citizens, Chief Harrell 
dedicates time to worship as a member of the 
New Mount Olive Baptist Church in Ft. Lau-
derdale, FL since 2011. She has also been an 
avid cyclist for ten years and frequently partici-
pates in fundraising rides for multiple sclerosis 
and HIV/AIDS charities. If there’s something 
Chief Harrell loves as much as cycling, it is 
the Miami Dolphins, being a seasonal ticket 
holder for around fourteen years now. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to con-
gratulate Chief Kathleen Harrell on her retire-
ment. I wish her the very best of luck in all her 
future endeavors. 

f 

REMEMBERING MR. TOM BAKER 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to honor the memory of Tom Baker of 
Waitsburg, Washington who passed away on 
November 14, 2016 at the age of 86. 

Tom Baker was born on April 17, 1930 in 
Fort Morgan, Colorado. As a child, he was a 
member of the Boy Scouts of America, and 
active in various church, music, and social 
events. Following his high school graduation, 
Tom attended the Carnegie Institute of Tech-
nology, where he graduated with a Bachelor’s 
of Science in Printing Management in 1953. It 
was during his college years that he met and 
fell in love with his wife Anita. 

Tom’s passion and dream from a young age 
was to work in newspapers. Following posi-
tions with various local newspapers in Colo-
rado, Tom and Anita eventually moved to 

Waitsburg in 1963, where Tom bought stake 
in the Waitsburg Times, eventually becoming 
editor and publisher in 1964. 

As publisher of the Waitsburg Times for 27 
years, Tom was able to employ his dry wit and 
unique style while chronicling the life and 
times of the people of Waitsburg. Tom offi-
cially sold his stake in the Waitsburg Times in 
1991, but happily contributed to the paper with 
his weekly column ‘‘TOMfoolery’’ until 2009. 
Tom understood the importance of providing 
the citizens of Waitsburg with a weekly print 
newspaper tailored to their interests and pas-
sions. 

An active member of his community, Tom 
enjoyed spending his time working with the 
Waitsburg Commercial Club, Masonic Lodge 
No. 16, the Waitsburg Historical Society, the 
Waitsburg Presbyterian Church Choir and 
Board of Elders, the Walla Walla Community 
College Board of Trustees, and the Wash-
ington Newspaper Publishers Association 
among many others. 

Tom was also an active and loyal commu-
nity servant, who ably filled roles on the 
Waitsburg City Council and served as Mayor 
of Waitsburg on two separate occasions. 

Tom is survived by his wife of 64 years, 
Anita, his sons Charles and Loyal, and daugh-
ter Peggy, as well as numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, Tom Baker was a dedicated 
public servant and important member of the 
greater Waitsburg community for many years 
who will be truly missed. His positive spirit, be-
lief in the good of the community, and devo-
tion to his passions was truly admirable. I will 
fondly remember Tom Baker and share my 
condolences with his family. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF CONSTITU-
TIONAL AMENDMENT TO ELIMI-
NATE THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE 
AND PROVIDE FOR THE DIRECT 
ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT 
AND VICE PRESIDENT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of a constitutional amendment I intro-
duced today to eliminate the electoral college 
and provide for the direct election of our na-
tion’s President and Vice President. 

For the second time in recent memory, and 
for the fifth time in our history, we have a 
President-elect, who lost the popular vote. 

The reason is because of an antiquated 
system that was established to prevent citi-
zens from directly electing our nation’s Presi-
dent. 

That notion—that citizens should be pre-
vented from directly electing the President—is 
antithetical to our understanding of democ-
racy. 

In our country, ‘‘We the People,’’ are sup-
posed to determine who represents us in elec-
tive office. 

Yet, we use an anachronistic process for 
choosing who will hold the highest offices in 
the land. 

It is time for us to fix this, and that is why 
I have introduced this amendment today. 

When the Founders established the elec-
toral college it was in an era of limited nation-

wide communication. It was premised on a 
theory that citizens would have a better 
chance of knowing about electors from their 
home states than about presidential can-
didates from out-of-state. 

The development of mass media and the 
internet, however, has made information about 
presidential candidates easily accessible to 
U.S. citizens across the country and around 
the world. 

Today, citizens have a far better chance of 
knowing about out-of-state presidential can-
didates than knowing about presidential elec-
tors from their home states. Most people don’t 
even know who their electors are. 

As Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘I am not an ad-
vocate for frequent changes in laws and con-
stitutions, but laws and institutions must go 
hand in hand with the progress of the human 
mind. As that becomes more developed, more 
enlightened, as new discoveries are made, 
new truths discovered and manners and opin-
ions change, with the change of cir-
cumstances, institutions must advance also to 
keep pace with the times. We might well as 
require a man to wear still the coat which 
fitted him when a boy as civilized society to 
remain ever under the regimen of their bar-
barous ancestors.’’ 

Since our nation first adopted our Constitu-
tion, ‘‘We the People,’’ have amended it re-
peatedly to expand the opportunity for citizens 
to directly elect our leaders. What resulted 
was the following: 

The 15th Amendment guarantees the right 
of all citizens to vote, regardless of race. 

The 19th Amendment guarantees the right 
of all citizens to vote, regardless of gender. 

The 26th Amendment guarantees the right 
of all citizens 18 years of age and older to 
vote, regardless of age. 

And the 17th Amendment empowers citi-
zens to directly elect U.S. Senators. 

We need to empower citizens to directly 
elect the President and the Vice President of 
the United States. 

I am privileged to serve as Ranking Member 
of the House Judiciary Committee’s Sub-
committee on the Constitution and Civil Jus-
tice. My colleagues and I at the Judiciary 
Committee will be holding a forum next week 
to examine our outdated presidential election 
process. I hope members will attend and 
share their views. 

Working together, I know we can fix this his-
torical anomaly, and make our Constitution 
better reflect the ‘‘more perfect Union’’ to 
which it aspires. 

f 

HONORING MARY KEEHAN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a leader in our community, Mary 
Keehan, who is an honoree at the American 
Irish Association of Westchester Annual Din-
ner Dance. 

Mary was born in White Plains, New York to 
Peter and Catherine Kevil, who emigrated 
from Ireland and married in Scarsdale. Mary 
attended White Plains High School and simul-
taneously worked part-time at Macy’s depart-
ment store. Eventually graduating with honors 
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and becoming an office manager for a Chiro-
practor, Mary felt her passion in a different 
field and decided to return to school in the 
field of Electrolysis. 

Mary combined passion for service and 
business, and she established her own prac-
tice in Electrolysis. Her business has served 
thousands of people for the past 34 years, 
while her service to her community through 
volunteerism made an equally lasting impact. 

Mary became a member of the American 
Irish Association, where she held the office of 
President in 2008, and currently serves as the 
financial secretary. Mary is also a member of 
the Tarrytown LAOH, and is often seen lead-
ing the Rockland County Ancient Order of the 
Hibernian’s Pipe Band in marches and pa-
rades as ‘‘Banner Mom’’. 

With such an impressive record of civic en-
gagement, it’s no surprise Mary’s list of ac-
complishments is extensive: President of the 
Ardsley American Legion Auxiliary for six 
years, President in 1981 of the Westchester 
County American Legion Auxiliary, National 
Board Member at the NYS Electrolysis Asso-
ciation, President of the Ardsley Garden Club, 
Board Member of the Ninth District of Fed-
erated Garden Club of NYS, Board Member of 
the Girls Scout of Westchester-Putnam, and 
committee member of Dobbs Ferry Woman’s 
Club. She also serves on the Board of Elec-
tions for the Town of Greenburgh. 

Married to George Keehan, Mary and her 
loving husband raised six wonderful children 
together. She is also the proud grandmother 
of six amazing grandchildren, her pride and 
joy. 

Mary has shown incredible spirit through her 
service and love of family. It is an honor to 
recognize her as one of the American Irish As-
sociation of Westchester Annual Dinner Dance 
Honorees. Congratulations to Mary on this 
most deserved recognition. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PEORIA LIONS 
ON THEIR STATE TITLE 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor The Peoria Lions for their Class 5A 
championship win against the Vernon Hills 
Cougars earlier this week. 

Peoria struggled to stop the Cougars in the 
first half, but the Lions forced three second- 
half turnovers, allowing them to build a two- 
score lead. Junior quarterback Coran Taylor 
threw for 215 yards and two touchdowns, and 
added 134 yards and three scores on the 
ground. Fellow junior Geno Hess led all rush-
ers with 215 yards and two touchdowns of his 
own. In the end the Lions racked up 621 yards 
in their 62–48 win. 

I congratulate the Peoria Lions on their out-
standing victory in their 5A championship win. 
The Lions are now first-time state champions, 
a testament to the impressive football program 
that coach Tim Thornton has built. 

Mr. Speaker, as a former athlete, I under-
stand how important this is to the young men, 
the coaches and the community. They never 
gave up. They kept playing their best, and 

their team spirit and belief in themselves 
helped them become state champions. Their 
efforts and resilience should inspire us all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SYSCO NORTH 
TEXAS’ OSHA ‘‘STAR SITE’’ HONOR 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Sysco North Texas and its nearly 
600 employees for the achievement of being 
recognized as an OSHA Voluntary Protection 
Program ‘‘Star Site.’’ 

The Star Site designation is the highest 
honor within OSHA’s Voluntary Protection Pro-
gram. The Program rewards companies who 
lay out a comprehensive compliance and safe-
ty risk management plan for internal controls, 
which translates directly into fewer workplace 
injuries and illnesses. Sysco North Texas re-
ceived this award by maintaining a workplace 
injury incident rating well below the industry 
average, and by meeting other strict metrics 
for workplace safety. 

Sysco North Texas operates an 800,000 
square foot facility in Lewisville, Texas, serv-
ing nearly 4,000 customers throughout the 
Dallas-Fort Worth metro region and beyond. 
The facility has been in operation since 1973. 
As an upstanding business in the 24th District 
of Texas, I am proud to represent Sysco North 
Texas here in Congress. I commend them and 
all other businesses around my district as they 
continue to provide good jobs and safe work 
environments for Texas citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the safe and beneficial work environment 
Sysco North Texas provides for its employees. 
I ask all of my distinguished colleagues to join 
me in recognizing this hard earned achieve-
ment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT W. 
LOHR, JR.’S 30 YEARS OF PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to thank Mr. Robert W. Lohr, Jr. for his 
three decades of extraordinary leadership and 
service to the town of Purcellville, Virginia, lo-
cated in my congressional district. 

Mr. Lohr has served in local government for 
30 years, and for the past 23 years he was 
the town manager of Purcellville. As town 
manager he has been instrumental in the 
growth and development of Purcellville. Mr. 
Lohr has overseen Purcellville’s rapid growth 
to a community of around 9,000 residents. 

In his role as town manager, Mr. Lohr, 
oversaw a number of important projects to im-
prove the local infrastructure and quality of life 
for Purcellville’s residents. Some of these 
projects include the development of the 
Basham Simms Wastewater Treatment Plant 
and the Purcellville Maintenance Facility, as 

well as the effort to preserve and improve his-
toric downtown Purcellville. Mr. Lohr’s dedica-
tion to bettering the town and the lives of its 
citizens has been evident during his years of 
tireless service. 

Mr. Lohr’s selfless desire to constantly im-
prove Purcellville never went unnoticed, least 
of all to his colleagues in the town govern-
ment. Working in close collaboration with the 
town council, Mr. Lohr was able to identify the 
needs of the town’s citizens, and develop a 
strategy in order to complete their needed 
goals. 

Mr. Speaker, I now ask that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing Mr. Robert Lohr, Jr.’s 
30 years of public service, especially those 23 
years as town manager of Purcellville, Vir-
ginia. Today, we honor and celebrate the con-
tributions he has made to the town and all its 
citizens. I wish him all the best in his future 
endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN NESGODA AS 
THE AMERICAN VETERANS 
(AMVETS) POST 1 OF PENN-
SYLVANIA’S VETERAN OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to honor Mr. John Nesgoda for receiving 
the American Veterans (AMVETS) Post 1 of 
Pennsylvania’s Veteran of the Year Award. 
AMVETS’ mission is to enhance and safe-
guard the entitlements for all American vet-
erans that have served honorably. Through 
leadership, advocacy, and engagement, 
AMVETS work to improve the quality of life for 
our veterans, their families, and their commu-
nities, and John’s years of dedication to these 
principles have earned him this important 
award. 

During the height of the Vietnam War, John 
answered the call to serve his country and en-
listed in the United States Air Force. From 
1963 to 1967, John served overseas providing 
communications support to troops on the front 
lines. His service to others did not stop after 
leaving active duty. As 3rd Vice Commander, 
and a lifetime member of AMVETS Post 1, 
John leads by example and works every day 
to ensure that all Pennsylvania veterans are 
taken care of. He is a lifetime member in the 
McAdoo Veterans of Foreign Wars Post and a 
member of the Quakake American Legion. 
John has also spearheaded fundraising efforts 
that support veterans’ programs like PTSD 
Working Dogs for PA Veterans, Hazleton Cold 
Weather Shelters for local veterans, coordi-
nated numerous military funerals, and assists 
with cemetery maintenance. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate Mr. John 
Nesgoda for receiving the American Veterans 
(AMVETS) Post 1 of Pennsylvania’s Veteran 
of the Year Award. His years of service, dur-
ing both active duty and as a veteran, have 
exemplified his commitment to his country and 
the military veterans in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. On behalf of my constituents, I 
thank John for his dedication and wish him 
and his wife Carol all the best in their future 
endeavors. 
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HONORING MARY ‘‘SCOTTY’’ 

O’SULLIVAN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a beautiful spirit, Ms. Mary P. 
O’Sullivan, known commonly around the 
neighborhood as ‘‘Scotty.’’ Mary went to her 
eternal home April 18th, 2016 surrounded by 
her loving family and friends. Though she is 
no longer with us, Scotty’s contributions to the 
community will forever live on, as she has left 
a lasting impact on all of those she was able 
to touch in life. 

Scotty, along with her husband, the late 
Jimmy ‘‘Sonny’’ O’Sullivan, were the propri-
etors of ‘‘Tara Irish Gift Shop’’ in Inwood for 
over 35 years. The store was a local mainstay 
for decades, selling everything from checkered 
Irish walking caps and Celtic crosses to green 
neckties bedecked with little Irish flags. She 
operated the shop at 609 West 207th Street 
with Thomas and Kathleen Traynor until 2001, 
a remarkable run for any business establish-
ment in New York City. 

Scotty was also incredibly active in an array 
of community groups, and was especially ac-
tive in many Irish-American organizations. She 
was a long time, beloved active member of 
the American Irish Association of Westchester 
and always organized and ran the raffles at 
the annual Heritage Day. Of course, Scotty’s 
great love was always family. She is survived 
by her loving in-laws and many nieces & 
nephews. 

Scotty’s life was an inspiration, and she will 
forever be a part of the amazing Irish-Amer-
ican community in New York. I want to thank 
the American Irish Association of Westchester 
for honoring her at this year’s Annual Dinner 
Dance. 

f 

CELEBRATING SYLVIA 
ROSENBLATT’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate Sylvia Rosenblatt, who 
turned 100 years young in November. Sylvia 
is a dedicated volunteer in our South Florida 
community and a beloved mother, grand-
mother, and great-grandmother. 

Throughout her life Sylvia has been com-
mitted to helping others. She volunteers for 
numerous organizations including the Mandel 
Jewish Community Center and the Forgotten 
Soldiers Outreach, where she helps pack and 
ship care packages to soldiers overseas. 

I join with Sylvia’s friends, family, and the 
ACE Lifelong Learning Center in celebrating 
her birthday. I wish her good health and con-
tinued success in the coming year. 

HONORING MARCUS JOHN 
BRADSHAW 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Marcus John Bradshaw, the grandson 
of Jimmie Bernstein, and a former neighbor of 
mine when I lived in Long Beach, California. 
Marcus John Bradshaw was born to John and 
Sheri (Bernstein) Bradshaw on July 26, 1988, 
in Hazel Crest, Illinois. Marcus was blessed to 
have three older brothers, Eric, John and Tim-
othy. Known for his kindness, Marcus was 
steadfastly loyal and faithful to all who were 
blessed to know him. 

Marcus attended Western Avenue Elemen-
tary School in Flossmoor, Illinois, where he 
played soccer and baseball. Marcus went to 
Parker Junior High School in Flossmoor, 
where he played volleyball, golf, as well as 
participated in a national chorus. Outside of 
school, he was a member of a traveling base-
ball team, for which he played second base. 
Marcus graduated from Homewood-Flossmoor 
High School in 2006. He lettered in volleyball, 
participated in intramural sports, and became 
an official ball boy for the Chicago Bears. Dur-
ing the 2006 season, Marcus went to the 
Super Bowl when the Bears played the Indian-
apolis Colts. His school chronicled his experi-
ence as an NFL ball boy for the Chicago 
Bears in a feature article for its newspaper, 
the Homewood-Flossmoor High School Voy-
ager. Marcus attended DePaul University, 
where he participated in the volleyball club 
and enjoyed playing flag football with friends. 
In 2010, he earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Business Management. 

Marcus began his professional career as a 
Brand Ambassador for Powerade and Fuze. 
He was then promoted to Event Manager for 
Powerade. He also worked as a Construction 
Coordinator for Goodman Networks. Following 
his tenure there, he worked for Bradshaw 
Construction & Management, first as a Field 
Inspector at Chicago’s Midway Airport and 
then as a Quality Assurance Inspector at 
O’Hare International Airport. Marcus proved to 
be a consummate professional, known for his 
strong work ethic and his consistent punc-
tuality. 

His travels included Mexico, the Caribbean 
islands, Australia, as well as two trips to China 
including the 2008 Olympics in Beijing. 
Marcus’ sparkling personality, infectious smile, 
and winning ways reflected his humorous side. 
He was witty and fun to be around. His favor-
ite pastimes included fantasy football and fan-
tasy basketball. In addition, he skied, contin-
ued to play volleyball and golf, and as a testa-
ment to his athletic prowess, served as a wide 
receiver for the Chicago Thunder semi-profes-
sional football team. 

Marcus truly enjoyed life to the fullest and 
experienced much in his 27 years. Marcus 
made his transition to everlasting peace and 
joy on July 5, 2016, from the rare incurable 
disease, autoimmune hemolytic anemia. 
Marcus will forever remain in the minds and 
hearts of those who love him as his spirit 
soars with the angels in the presence and love 
of God. 

Marcus is survived by those that honor and 
cherish his memory including: his parents, 

John and Sheri Bradshaw; his brother Eric 
and his wife Ana; his brother John and his 
wife, Sylvia; his brother Timothy; his maternal 
grandmother Jimmie Bernstein; as well as a 
host of loving family members and a legion of 
friends throughout the nation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOSHUA, 
JONLUKE, AND CALEB O’CAIN, 
AND ALEX MARJANOVICH 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge Joshua, Jonluke, and Caleb 
O’Cain, and their friend Alex Marjanovich from 
my district for their charitable service to our 
veterans through their book collection efforts. 
Eagle Scout candidate Joshua O’Cain decided 
on this endeavor for his final project, which 
consisted of making boxes where people can 
donate their used books for the children of our 
nation’s veterans and active duty service 
members. Given the need at Walter Reed Na-
tional Military Medical Center’s pediatric de-
partment, these boys decided to focus their ef-
forts at filling their high demand. 

I am honored to have these young men liv-
ing in Virginia’s 10th Congressional District. I 
commend their hard work to help our veterans 
and their families who make so many sac-
rifices to preserve freedom and democracy for 
others. Their project is a reflection on the 
noble nature of the Boy Scouts of America’s 
continuous work to better our great nation. 
These young men not only embody charity 
and selflessness, but are also helping inspire 
it in others. 

The O’Cain family has also strived to help 
servicemen and women through their work 
with Military Operation Kindness, an organiza-
tion which sends troops stationed overseas 
thank you letters and care packages. Aston-
ishingly, the O’Cain family has sent over 600 
of these thank you notes this year alone. I 
cannot express how grateful I am to the 
O’Cain family and others like them who do so 
much to aid the members of our armed forces. 

Mr. Speaker, Joshua, Jonluke, and Caleb 
O’Cain and Alex Marjanovich exemplify a spirit 
of comradery and a dedication to serving oth-
ers that makes America truly great. I would 
encourage my colleagues to join me in thank-
ing these young men for their work to help the 
families of America’s heroes. I wish them all 
the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING ST. BARNABAS PARISH 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as we in the 
Bronx and Westchester celebrate the installa-
tion of the seventh Pastor of the St. Barnabas 
Parish, I want to take a moment to celebrate 
both the Parish’s rich history and the wonder-
ful people who make up its congregation. 

Established in 1910, the parish was placed 
under the patronage of St. Barnabas with the 
Reverend Michael Reilly as the first Pastor. 
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The Parish included what is known as the 
Woodlawn section of the Bronx and McLean 
Heights/Yonkers entity, the Church and Rec-
tory were erected on the actual line separating 
the two cities. 

Monsignor George McWeeney was ap-
pointed the second Pastor and served until 
1965. Under his leadership, a new High 
School building and Chapel were erected. The 
third Pastor was Monsignor John J. Considine 
who served until his retirement in 1986. His 
twenty-one years as Pastor saw a phe-
nomenal growth in the Parish. The fourth Pas-
tor was Monsignor Timothy S. Collins who 
served until 1994 when he was appointed 
Pastor of Our Lady of the Rosary (The Mother 
Seton Shrine). During his eight years tenure, 
Monsignor supervised the remodeling of the 
Rectory, Parish Center and High School 
Chapel. 

The fifth Pastor Monsignor Francis X. Toner 
was appointed in 1994 until his death in 2003. 
Msgr. Toner re-organized the parish’s services 
to accommodate the changing demographics 
of the parish. Monsignor Edward M. Barry, the 
sixth Pastor, was appointed in 2004. On the 
occasion of the parish’s 100th anniversary 
Msgr. Barry conducted a fund raiser for the 
complete renovation of the church, as well as 
installing an elevator. 

And just this year, the St. Barnabas commu-
nity has warmly welcomed Father Brendan A. 
Fitzgerald, who served as Pastor of Regina 
Coeli Parish, Hyde Park, 2012–2016. A native 
of Ireland, Fr. Fitzgerald has already had a 
very distinguished career and will no doubt 
bring great wisdom to the parish. I want to 
congratulate him on his installation, and con-
gratulate the entire St. Barnabas community. 

f 

REMARKS BY FORMER NATO SEC-
RETARY GENERAL ANDERS 
FOGH RASMUSSEN 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the text of a speech delivered by 
former Secretary General of NATO Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen, who is a dear friend and 
former Prime Minister of our ally Denmark. He 
spoke at the ‘‘Celebration of Democracy’’ din-
ner hosted jointly by the National Democratic 
Institute and International Republican Institute, 
and his remarks testify to the strong bonds be-
tween our nation and its NATO allies. He also 
reaffirms a core component of our foreign pol-
icy: that the world needs strong American 
leadership in the years ahead, just as it bene-
fitted from our leadership in the twentieth cen-
tury. 

I’m extremely pleased to see the Inter-
national Republican Institute and the Na-
tional Democratic Institute work so closely 
together in a bi-partisan manner to promote 
freedom and democracy. 

During the last 70 years, we’ve got used to 
a world where protectionism was replaced by 
free trade, closed societies were replaced by 
open societies, and dictatorship was replaced 
by democracy. During these 70 years the 
world has experienced an unprecedented era 
of peace, prosperity and progress. 

Now, we are living in an era where the fear 
of the consequences of globalization has led 

to stronger support for protectionism, fear 
over the influx of immigrants and refugees 
has led to stronger support for closed bor-
ders, the fear of chaos and weak leadership 
in democracies has led to stronger support 
for tough men and autocracy. 

Under these circumstances, there is a 
strong need for good men and women who 
will stand up for the basic ideas upon which 
we so successfully have built and developed 
our free societies. 

Secretary Albright and Senator McCain 
are such solid people. 

As American ambassador to the United Na-
tions and as Secretary of State you, Mad-
eleine Albright, was a staunch proponent of 
American engagement in the Balkans to stop 
the bloodshed. And it wasn’t until the United 
States took leadership that a lasting peace 
was created. 

As Secretary General of NATO, I asked you 
to lead the preparations for a new strategic 
concept. You and your group of experts did 
an outstanding job, and in 2010, we adopted a 
new strategic concept for NATO. 

Madeleine, you have always been a stead-
fast fighter for freedom and democracy. And 
your mood can always be read in the pins 
you’re wearing. In the book, ‘‘Read My 
Pins’’, you said: ‘‘I had this wonderful an-
tique snake pin. So when we were dealing 
with Iraq, I wore the snake pin’’. You had 
balloons, butterflies and flowers to signify 
optimism and, when diplomatic talks were 
going slowly, crabs and turtles to indicate 
frustration. 

John, I’m so happy to also be with you to-
night. First of all, congratulations on your 
re-election as US senator. Recently you 
turned eighty, but if we didn’t know, we 
wouldn’t believe it. You are still going 
strong, and you are setting an example for 
all of us to continue working as long as we 
can. 

We have met on several occasions in Eu-
rope. You have been a frequent guest at the 
Munich Security Conference, as leader of the 
US delegation and as a highly valued speak-
er. We have never doubted your position as 
one of the strongest American voices in 
favor of American global leadership and con-
tinued engagement in Europe. 

You were disappointed that NATO did not 
engage more in Syria. You also criticized 
me. Tonight I can tell you, I agreed with 
you. But I couldn’t get the allies to support 
even prudent planning for an operation. 

John, you have always remembered Amer-
ica’s friends and allies. I still recall how 
warmly you thanked me for my personal 
support for the United States and my coun-
try’s contribution to international military 
operations all over the world. 

John, we owe you great respect. And I 
would like to use this occasion to express my 
admiration and my gratitude for your serv-
ice to the United States and to the world. 

We all know that Secretary Albright and 
Senator McCain belong to different political 
parties. But they are united in their desire 
to see freedom and democracy flourish in the 
world. Madeleine and John, you represent 
the very best in the American democracy: 
the bi-partisan support for American global 
leadership. 

Let me put it directly: the world needs a 
policeman. The only capable, reliable and de-
sirable candidate for that position is the 
United States. We need determined Amer-
ican global leadership. 

The world is on fire. The Middle East is 
being torn up by war, terrorism and humani-
tarian catastrophes that have forced mil-
lions of people to flee. Europe is almost sink-
ing under the refugee burden and internal 
political division. In North Africa, Libya has 
collapsed and become a breeding ground for 
terrorists who are spreading instability 

throughout the region. In Eastern Europe, a 
resurgent Russia has brutally attacked and 
grabbed land by force from Ukraine. China is 
flexing its muscle against its neighbors 
around the South China Sea. North Korea is 
a rogue state that threatens its neighbors 
and the United States with a nuclear attack. 

There is a link between the American re-
luctance to use hard power and this outbreak 
of fire. If the US retrenches and retreats or 
even if the world thinks that the US re-
treats, it leaves behind a vacuum that will 
be filled by the bad guys. 

If the United States withdraws to con-
centrate on ‘‘nation building at home’’, the 
forces fighting against liberal democracy 
and our way of life will gain ground. The US 
will be faced with stronger foes, weaker 
friends and a more insecure world. That 
would definitely not make America great. 

Appeasement doesn’t lead to peace. It just 
incites tyrants. Any failure to counter op-
pression will only invite further oppression. 
That is the lesson of the twentieth century— 
a lesson we must never forget. 

That’s why President Truman established 
a new, rules-based world order, centered 
around a series of international institutions 
and economic programs. He created an 
American led world order that set the stage 
for the Cold War. Truman elevated engage-
ment to moral choice directly affecting 
every single American citizen, because it was 
based on American values. He said: ‘‘I believe 
that we must assist free peoples to work out 
their own destinies in their own way.’’ 

In 1961, President Kennedy expressed what 
is probably the strongest commitment to 
American global leadership ever given by a 
president of the United States: ‘‘Let every 
nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, 
that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, 
meet any hardship, support any friend, op-
pose any foe, to assure the survival and the 
success of liberty.’’ 

And President Reagan ended the Cold War 
peacefully due to his firm conviction that 
capitalism is superior to communism. He 
said: ‘‘America’s economic success is free-
dom’s success; it can be repeated a hundred 
times in a hundred nations’’. He was firmly 
convinced that peace does not come from 
weakness or retreat. It comes from economic 
and military superiority. Peace through 
strength. 

President Truman showed strong leader-
ship and effective conduct by establishing 
the world order that for seven decades se-
cured an unprecedented peace, development 
and wealth. President Kennedy came to 
stand as a beacon for the free world with his 
energetic and eloquent communication. And 
President Reagan led the United States and 
the world to the victory over Communism 
and oppression by his firm conviction of 
American exceptionalism. 

Hopefully, future US presidents will com-
bine President Truman’s effective conduct, 
President Kennedy’s inspiring communica-
tion and President Reagan’s firm conviction. 
This would prepare the ground for strong 
American global leadership and a better and 
safer world. And make America great again. 

The United States is indispensable in its 
ability to protect and promote freedom and 
to prevent conflicts, to resolve conflicts and 
to help with post-conflict reconstruction. 
However, the United States should not be 
left to carry out that job alone: Smart Amer-
ican leadership should strive for alliance- 
building. 

There is a need to create an overwhelming, 
credible, and strong democratic supremacy 
in order to counterbalance the rising and as-
sertive autocracies. 

To create a stronger global democratic 
community, the American president should 
use his convening power to assemble the 
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world’s true democracies in a strong ‘‘Alli-
ance for Democracy’’. It would be a commu-
nity of shared values, individual liberty, eco-
nomic freedom, democracy, and the rule of 
law; a community that would bolster the 
identity and potency of democracy in a 
world where the forces of oppression are try-
ing to regain ground. 

The Alliance for Democracy could help 
confront common security challenges, in-
cluding terrorism. It could work to make the 
liberal capitalist democracies more pros-
perous, competitive, and attractive by pro-
moting commerce, economic growth and job 
creation. It could help promote democracy 
directly through advice, support, and assist-
ance. It could be a forum for the coordina-
tion of policies in other international orga-
nizations, including push for reforms to 
make the United Nations more effective. And 
the Alliance for Democracy could also be 
used for joint action, particularly humani-
tarian interventions. 

Many of us are inclined to believe that the 
community of values with the best story will 
win, that the West won the Cold War because 
the better world view triumphed, and the 
progress is inevitable. 

However, the rise of autocratic powers and 
Islamic radicalism reminds us that the vic-
tory of democratic powers over oppression is 
not inevitable and it needs not be lasting. 
History has taught us that we cannot be 
complacent. 

Thomas Jefferson reminded us that ‘‘the 
price of liberty is eternal vigilance’’. I will 
continue dreaming of the predominance of 
capitalism and liberal democracy. I will not 
accept the argument that certain people are 
not well suited for democracy. 

In a world that grows in freedom and de-
mocracy, people will have a chance to raise 
their families and live in peace and build a 
better future. The terrorists will lose their 
recruits and lose their sponsors and lose safe 
havens from which to launch new attacks, 
and there will be less room for tyranny and 
terror. 

But to ensure the progress of freedom and 
democracy, we must ensure an invincible 
global balance in favor of the forces of free-
dom and democracy. 

You have just had presidential elections. I 
don’t think the American people have man-
dated retreat. On the contrary, I believe that 
the outcome of the elections was a reaction 
to the receding freedom and democracy and 
the growing terrorism and autocracy that 
you have witnessed during recent years. 

I trust America and American leadership. 
Of course, also America makes mistakes. But 
who else should be the leader of the free 
world? I’m tempted to quote Winston 
Churchill who once said that the Americans 
will always do the right thing—after having 
tried everything else. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the world’s democ-
racies must rise to the challenge. America 
must exercise determined global leadership. 

f 

HONORING ANDREA M. BROWN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a community servant who has for 
years worked to improve the lives of her 
friends and neighbors in Yonkers, Ms. Andrea 
M. Brown. 

Andrea was born and bred in Westchester, 
the eldest of eight children in Tarrytown, NY. 
She attended the Tarrytown public schools, 

Westchester Business School, and West-
chester Community College. She began her 
community service when she was in her 
teens, in high school clubs and through her 
church. In 1970 she married and moved to 
Yonkers and began her community service in 
1974 by volunteering at her oldest daughter’s 
pre-kindergarten class at School 25 and join-
ing the Parent’s Group at the Nepperhan 
Community Center, which led to her becoming 
a Board Member and eventually Board Presi-
dent. 

Andrea’s volunteer work only grew from 
there. She has served her community as 
President of the Yonkers Branch of the 
NAACP; Trustee for the Yonkers Board of 
Education; 1st Vice President of the Empire 
State Federation of Women’s Club, West-
chester Region; Member of the Yonkers May-
or’s African American Advisory Board; and 
Vice President of Aquehung Women’s Demo-
cratic Club, just to name some of her work. 
She has also received numerous awards for 
her efforts, including the Martin Luther King 
Commission Profile Award; the Bethany Lu-
theran Church Woman of the Year Award; the 
Women’s Civic Club of Nepperhan Woman of 
the Year Award; The Nepperhan Community 
Center Community Service Award; and the 
Dominican Cultural Association Community 
Service Award. 

But for all of her accomplishments, Andrea’s 
greatest treasure was always family. She was 
married to the late Bernard G. Brown, Sr. and 
is the mother of two adult children, three 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

The Yonkers Democratic Committee is hon-
oring Andrea this year at their Annual Road to 
Victory Dinner. Congratulations to her on this 
great honor. 

f 

SHIPPENSBURG UNIVERSITY 
FIELD HOCKEY WINS DIVISION II 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to recognize the Shippensburg University field 
hockey team as the 2016 NCAA Division II 
National Champions. Shippensburg, which is a 
university in my district, has always been 
about serving the educational, social and cul-
tural needs of their students, both in the class-
room and beyond. The Red Raiders defeated 
Long Island University Post by a score of 2 to 
1 on Sunday, November 20, 2016, capping a 
20 win season that was dedicated to former 
student-athlete and coach, Amanda Strous. 

All season long, a number 22 jersey hung in 
the Robb Sports Complex in honor of Amanda 
Strous, a former student-athlete and coach at 
Shippensburg who tragically passed away be-
fore the start of the 2016 season. The mantra 
‘‘Live, Laugh, Love’’ and hashtag ‘‘FlyHigh22’’ 
served as inspiration for the team as they 
sought to ‘‘Leave a Legacy’’ in honor of Aman-
da. 

Shippensburg’s emotional season concluded 
on a cold, fall day at the W.B. Mason Stadium 
at Stonehill College in Easton, MA. Winning 
three consecutive games as the lower seed, 
the No. 3 seeded Red Raiders were lifted to 
victory by goals from junior forward Emily Bar-

nard and senior forward Katelyn Grazan. Fin-
ishing the year as the national leader in goals 
against average (0.46), save percentage 
(.899) and shutouts (14), Shippensburg is only 
the second team in tournament history to 
emerge from their region as a No. 3 seed and 
win a national championship. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with admiration and re-
spect that I congratulate the Shippensburg 
University field hockey team for winning the 
2016 NCAA Division II National Champion-
ship. Such an emotional season could not 
have a better ending, and I am confident that 
they will continue to achieve great things both 
on the field and in the classroom. On behalf 
of my constituents, I wish the Red Raiders all 
the best as they enjoy this accomplishment 
and look forward to next season. 

f 

H. CON. RES. 165 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to commend the House on pas-
sage of H. Con. Res. 165, which reaffirms 
Congress’ approach to Israel and Palestine. 
This bipartisan resolution supports the long-
standing approach of the United States as a 
facilitator of bilateral negotiations between 
Israel and Palestine. It properly recognizes 
that a lasting resolution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict will only come about through di-
rect, mutual negotiations between the two par-
ties. Attempts by Congress or other outside 
bodies to interfere with bilateral negotiations 
by establishing parameters or imposing solu-
tions on Israel and Palestine will inevitably 
complicate the situation and delay its peaceful 
resolution. 

Since 1972, the United States has opposed 
and vetoed 42 United Nations Security Council 
resolutions dictating binding parameters on the 
peace process. The current Administration has 
time and again refused to aid Israel by toler-
ating Palestinian threats, harming the U.S.- 
Israeli relationship, and undermining Israel’s 
peacemaking efforts. Israel is our strongest 
ally in the Middle East, and I believe the coun-
try deserves our full support. I have consist-
ently demanded this Administration recognize 
the importance of Israel, and today’s resolu-
tion provided another opportunity to affirm my 
commitment to our relationship with that na-
tion. I strongly urge continued opposition to ef-
forts by the UN Security Council to force 
agreements that are one-sided or anti-Israel. 

Israel has continuously demonstrated its 
willingness to coexist with its neighbors, and 
the United States must promote direct talks 
between Israelis and Palestinians, not the 
international intervention of the United Nations 
or other bodies. Through passage of this reso-
lution, the House of Representatives publicly 
reaffirmed our support for bilateral negotiations 
between Israel and Palestine, demonstrated 
the strength of our relationship with Israel, and 
rebuked faulty attempts to impose the terms of 
peace. 

I was proud to join my colleagues in support 
of this important resolution. 
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ROBIN PERKINS NAMED WOMAN 

OF THE YEAR BY THE GREATER 
MANASSAS CHRISTMAS PARADE 
COMMITTEE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate Robin Perkins on being named 
Woman of the Year by the Greater Manassas 
Christmas Parade Committee. Mrs. Perkins 
has diligently served the Manassas community 
for many years and is more than deserving of 
this honor. 

A lifelong resident of Manassas and devoted 
community leader, Mrs. Perkins has served 
her hometown for 33 years in the City of Ma-
nassas treasurer’s office. After fifteen years of 
service in that office, she was elected to serve 
as Treasurer for the City of Manassas. Now, 
after over eighteen years of service as Treas-
urer, Mrs. Perkins is entering into a well-de-
served retirement. 

Though she is leaving her post as Treas-
urer, Mrs. Perkins will remain a fixture of the 
Manassas community. She serves as a scout 
leader, a youth bowling director, and has been 
a long-time volunteer with the city schools. 
Her lifelong dedication to her community is an 
inspiration and I’m proud to represent such a 
wonderful woman. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating Robin Perkins for being 
named Woman of the Year by the Greater 
Manassas Christmas Parade Committee. It is 
a privilege to represent her and I wish her all 
the best in her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DEBRA 
SAUNDERS-WHITE 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mourn the loss of one of our nation’s 
finest public servants, Dr. Debra Saunders- 
White. She was a good friend and a tireless 
advocate for increasing access to higher edu-
cation for all students. This past Saturday, 
Debra Saunders-White passed away, and I 
would like to take a brief moment to celebrate 
her life and legacy. 

For many years, Debra Saunders-White was 
a leading voice in education as she fought to 
strengthen historical black colleges and uni-
versities and other minority serving institutions. 
As a first generation college graduate, Debra 
understood both the opportunities afforded by 
higher education and the many challenges 
that accompany students as they attempt to 
access and afford a higher education. 

A native of Hampton, Virginia, she attended 
the University of Virginia before receiving her 
Masters of Business Administration from the 
College of William and Mary and her Doc-
torate in Higher Education Administration from 
George Washington University. After com-
pleting her education, Mrs. Saunders-White 

spent 15 years in the private sector, working 
for IBM as a systems engineer before 
transitioning to marketing. 

From 1999 until 2006, Dr. Saunders-White 
served as the Assistant Provost of Technology 
at Hampton University. While at Hampton, she 
designed and implemented the university’s 
first information technology organization. Her 
efforts made Hampton University the first 
HBCU in the nation to join the Internet2 com-
munity, where they earned the ‘‘most wired 
university’’ title by Forbes Magazine and the 
Princeton Review. 

Ultimately, Dr. Saunders-White left Hampton 
University and spent some time at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina Wilmington (UNCW) as 
the Vice Chancellor and later served as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary at the Department 
of Education in President Obama’s administra-
tion. In 2011, Mrs. Saunders-White became 
the 11th chancellor of North Carolina Central 
University. During her tenure, Dr. Saunders- 
White was held in high regard by all of her 
colleagues and students. Known for her strong 
vision and leadership, Debra was extremely 
dedicated to ensuring the success of the stu-
dents at NCCU while she carried out her vi-
sion for growth at the university. 

Mr. Speaker, the education and NCCU com-
munities have lost a tremendous advocate for 
our nation’s students. I want to extend my 
deepest sympathies to her two children, Eliza-
beth Paige and Cecil III; her mother, Irene 
Saunders; her brothers, Roger, Ralph and 
Kyle Saunders, and the rest of her family, 
friends, and countless students she positively 
impacted during her life. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL 
UNIVERSITY CHANCELLOR DR. 
DEBRA SAUNDERS-WHITE 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and work of Dr. Debra 
Saunders-White, a dear friend, nationally rec-
ognized academic, and the eleventh Chan-
cellor of North Carolina Central University in 
Durham, North Carolina. Dr. Saunders-White 
transitioned to her heavenly home on Satur-
day, November 26, 2016 after a courageous 
battle with cancer. She will be greatly missed 
by the entire NCCU family and all who knew 
her. 

Dr. Saunders-White was born in Hampton, 
Virginia on January 8, 1957. As a first-genera-
tion college student, she received her under-
graduate training at the University of Virginia 
in Charlottesville. Graduating in the Class of 
1979 with a Bachelor’s degree in history, Dr. 
Saunders-White went on to receive a Master’s 
of Business Administration from the College of 
William and Mary (in 1993) and a Doctorate in 
Higher Education Administration from George 
Washington University (in 2004). 

The massive outpouring of accolades that 
arose upon Dr. Saunders-White’s passing 
speaks to her character and abilities. She was 
installed as the eleventh chancellor of my 

alma mater, North Carolina Central University, 
on June 1, 2013. And, I might add, she be-
came the first permanent woman chancellor in 
the University’s 106-year history. 

Prior to assuming her duties at NCCU, she 
served as the acting Assistant Secretary for 
the Office of Postsecondary Education at the 
U.S. Department of Education in the Obama 
Administration under Secretary Arne Duncan. 
Dr. Saunders-White joined the Department of 
Education in May of 2011 as the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary for higher education pro-
grams. 

Throughout her tenure as NCCU’s Chan-
cellor, Dr. Saunders-White made many impor-
tant contributions to the University, including 
increasing the freshman-to-sophomore reten-
tion rate from 69 percent to 80 percent; grow-
ing faculty and staff annual giving from 19 per-
cent to 76 percent; creating the Triangle 
area’s first dual-enrollment, residential transfer 
program known as Eagle Connect, in conjunc-
tion with Durham Technical Community Col-
lege; and opening a Fabrication Laboratory in 
2015 that is part of a select number of such 
laboratories at HBCUs. 

Always committed to uplifting Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities, Dr. Saun-
ders-White was named a ‘‘cyber star’’ by 
Black Issues in Higher Education and has 
published articles and whitepapers on the role 
of technology in learning. At NCCU, she was 
instrumental in raising scholarship funds for 
students and prioritized innovative academic 
instruction to prepare students of color to be 
competitive in the global marketplace. 

Beyond her academic contributions, what is 
more illuminating of Dr. Saunders-White’s stel-
lar character was the way she connected with 
students at the university. She took a personal 
interest in the scholarship and mentorship pro-
gram by encouraging ‘‘Eagle Excellence’’ that 
went beyond success in the classroom. Her 
dedication to scholarship and preserving the 
legacy of our Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities earned her the respect and admi-
ration of students and colleagues alike. 

It is dedicated leaders like Dr. Debra Saun-
ders-White whose passionate commitment to 
helping all students succeed will leave a last-
ing mark on the future of our students and our 
country. NCCU (and all of those connected 
with institutions of higher learning) have lost a 
great educator and friend. Mr. Speaker, the 
Nation has lost a great educator. 

Dr. Saunders-White is survived by two chil-
dren, Elizabeth Paige White and Cecil White, 
III; her mother, Mrs. Irene Saunders; and her 
brothers, Roger, Ralph, and Kyle. I hope the 
outpouring of love shared by the community 
has been a comfort to Dr. Saunders-White’s 
family. 

Today, we remember Dr. Debra Saunders- 
White and reflect on her motto ‘Eagle Excel-
lence.’ That motto, which Dr. Saunders-White 
embodied in her work each day, will remain 
embedded in the fabric of the University for 
generations to come. 

This is indeed a solemn occasion. But it’s 
also an occasion to celebrate. Dr. Saunders- 
White fought the good fight, kept the faith, and 
was a friend to so many and we are all thank-
ful that she was able to touch so many lives. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in celebrating 
the life, work, and legacy of Chancellor Debra 
Saunders-White. 
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HONORING WILLIAM STALLINGS 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of Yonkers’ most active and dedi-
cated community members, William Stallings, 
who is being honored at this year’s Yonkers 
Democratic Committee Annual Road to Victory 
Dinner. 

Originally a product of Charleston, South 
Carolina, Bill attended public school and be-
came very active in the civil rights movement 
in his junior and senior years of high school. 
Upon completion of Burke High School he 
began working at the Citadel, the military col-
lege of South Carolina. After a year, he ap-
plied to Tuskegee Institute in Alabama and 
was accepted. At Tuskegee, he enrolled in the 
Air Force ROTC and was commissioned 2nd 
Lieutenant upon graduation. His bars were 
pinned on him by his grandmother and Gen-
eral Daniel ‘‘Chappy’’ James, and while in the 
Air Force, he reached the rank of Captain. 

It was a recruitment by Pepsi Cola that ulti-
mately brought Bill to Westchester County, 
where he has remained ever since. He be-
came active in the local Democratic Party in 
1974 by engaging in local voter registration 
drives, and later became a District Leader. He 
is a member of the NAACP and is very active 
in his church, Greater Centennial AME Zion 
Church. He has been an officer of the church 
for over 25 years, was President of the Great-
er Centennial Federal Credit Union for over 20 
years, and is a founding member of the Great-
er Centennial Community Development Cor-
poration. Bill has also served on the Board of 
Directors of the Human Development Services 
of Westchester (HDSW) for the past 20 years 
and on the Yonkers Democratic City Executive 
Committee for over 20 years. 

Few have done more to help their local 
community thrive than Bill Stallings. He is 
most deserving of this wonderful recognition. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. HIRAM SPAIN, 
JR. 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate a great American, and outstanding 
South Carolinian, Reverend Dr. Hiram Spain, 
Jr. Dr. Spain, who was simply Hiram to me 
when we shared classes and hallways at 
South Carolina State College, is retiring from 
public service. Dr. Spain served as Executive 
Secretary of the Baptist Educational and Mis-
sionary Convention of South Carolina since 
his election in 2000 until his recent retirement. 

Dr. Hiram Spain, Jr. is a native of Conway, 
South Carolina. In addition to graduating with 
honors from South Carolina State University, 
he received the degree of Juris Doctor from 
Howard University. He did additional studies at 
the University of South Carolina, Morris Col-
lege Extension and the Columbia International 
Seminary. He is presently pursuing the Master 
of Divinity degree at the Lutheran Theological 
Southern Seminary. Dr. Spain was ordained 

by the Gethsemane Baptist Association and 
retired as Pastor of the Saint Mark Baptist 
Church in Columbia, South Carolina. 

During my tenure on the staff of Governor 
John West, I brought Dr. Spain on board 
where he headed the program that became 
the state’s first Office of Rural Development to 
outstanding success. He has served as the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Columbia Urban 
League and as the first Black Bureau Chief of 
the South Carolina Department of Social Serv-
ices. 

Dr. Spain serves his community in several 
civic capacities, including the Board of The 
United Black Fund of the Midlands, The Exec-
utive Board of the Gethsemane Baptist Asso-
ciation, The Board of the South Carolina 
Christian Action Council, past Board Member 
of the Communities in Schools of South Caro-
lina, member of the Interdenominational Min-
isterial Alliance of Greater Columbia, Board 
Member of the I.D. Quincy Newman Institute 
for social change at the University of South 
Carolina, Board Member of Partnership, South 
Carolina, and a life member of Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Inc. 

He has received numerous awards and hon-
ors for his civic and community service and 
was recently honored by the City of Columbia 
and the Midlands Authority for Conventions, 
Sports and Tourism for his outstanding service 
and leadership. He has never been reluctant 
to give of his time and energies to civic, pro-
fessional and community service organiza-
tions. His favorite Bible verse is Psalm 121 
verses 1 and 2, ‘‘I will lift up mine eyes to the 
Hills, from whence cometh my help. My help 
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven 
and earth.’’ 

Dr. Spain is married to the former Doris 
Bush, a Benedict College graduate and retired 
teacher at W.A. Perry Middle School. They are 
the parents of two adult children, both of 
whom are social work administrators. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and this Con-
gress join me in wishing this outstanding 
South Carolinian, and longtime personal 
friend, the Reverend Dr. Hiram Spain, Jr., a 
long and productive retirement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 85TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE FAIRFAX 
ROTARY CLUB 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the Fairfax Rotary Club on their 85th 
Anniversary of community service this year. 
The Fairfax Rotary Club was chartered in 
1931 and has grown from the original 16 
members to 75 members today. This organi-
zation brings enormous benefit to the City of 
Fairfax and surrounding communities. I am 
very grateful for Fairfax Rotary Club’s contin-
ued efforts to provide humanitarian service 
and assistance in the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

The Fairfax Rotary Club holds weekly meet-
ings and organizes numerous charitable 
events in order to benefit the community. Their 
activities range from fundraising to acts of 
hands-on community service. Some examples 
of their generous deeds include creating col-

lege scholarships for local students, doing 
home repairs free of charge, providing free 
meals to families in need, and raising money 
for many other charitable causes, such as 
polio and access to clean water. 

The members of the Fairfax Rotary Club are 
true pillars of their community, and I am proud 
to represent such service-minded citizens. 
This organization has a history of providing a 
setting that fosters fellowship between its 
members and that enables them to have a 
positive impact in the world. I applaud the 
Fairfax City Council’s decision to honor this or-
ganization by declaring September 25th Fair-
fax Rotary Club Day in the city. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join in 
recognizing the 85th Anniversary of the Fairfax 
Rotary Club and thanking its members for all 
of the selfless community service work they 
undertake. I hope that the members of this 
service organization will continue to find suc-
cess in their endeavors for many years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE TODD J. 
CAMPBELL 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Judge Todd J. Campbell on his re-
tirement from the federal bench. 

A graduate of Vanderbilt University and the 
University of Tennessee College of Law, 
Judge Campbell started his legal career in pri-
vate practice. After the 1992 election, he 
joined President-elect Bill Clinton’s transition 
team and later became counsel to Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore. 

In 1995, President Clinton nominated Judge 
Campbell to fill a vacant seat on the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Middle District of Tennessee. 
Judge Campbell was confirmed the same year 
by the U.S. Senate, becoming one of Amer-
ica’s youngest federal judges in modern times. 
He eventually was elevated to chief judge, 
serving many years in that role. 

Judge Campbell has led a distinguished ca-
reer on the federal bench, and he is a pillar of 
our community. For example, he has led more 
than 100 naturalization ceremonies, often re-
lating his own family immigration history to 
Middle Tennessee’s newest citizens. 

Federal Public Defender Henry Martin best 
captured Judge Campbell in a recent letter to 
the editor published in The Tennessean news-
paper: 

Judge Todd Campbell’s announced retire-
ment as a United States District Judge last 
week was sad news to anyone interested in 
justice in this community. 

I am confident that every lawyer and liti-
gant experienced what I saw there for 20-plus 
years: an exceedingly well-prepared judge 
who favored neither side, but treated all who 
appeared before him with respect, courtesy 
and usually a smile. I always warned lawyers 
about to appear in Judge Campbell’s court 
for the first time to be prepared: ‘‘he will 
have read every case you cited, that your ad-
versary cited and ask you about cases you 
missed that he had found. Then he would lis-
ten.’’ 

The challenge of determining what the law 
is in a particular situation and then applying 
it fairly to complex facts, where the outcome 
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has a life-changing impact on the people in 
the case is not only intellectually demand-
ing, but emotionally and physically exhaust-
ing. It can also be lonely and thankless work 
And yet, Judge Campbell always took the 
time to thank the lawyers who took indigent 
defense appointments and was quick to pro-
claim how important their work was to the 
preservation of constitutional liberties. 

The founders of this country knew that the 
viability of a society operating under the 
rule of law depended on the selection of 
judges who had the intellect to decipher the 
law, the common sense to shape it to fit 
human behavior and the courage and integ-
rity to decide controversial issues regardless 
of popular sentiment. 

For better than 20 years Judge Campbell 
gave exactly that to this community. We are 
the better for that service and owe him our 
utmost gratitude. 

Henry A. Martin, Federal Public Defender, 
Nashville 37203. 

Judge Campbell has dedicated himself to 
the federal bench every day he has served. I 
want to thank Judge Campbell, his wife, Mar-
garet, and their children, Seth and Holt. Judge 
Campbell represents the very best of our judi-
cial traditions, and I thank him for his long and 
patriotic service. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM SCRIBNER 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of an amazing artist and a true 
friend, William Scribner. Bill as he was better 
known brought so much light and beauty to 
the Bronx through his music, and his contribu-
tions to our borough will never be forgotten. 

Renowned as one of New York’s finest bas-
soonists, Bill always looked for ways to share 
his amazing gift with the world and spread his 
love of music to others. In 1972, he founded 
the Bronx Arts Ensemble, the premier profes-
sional music organization in the Bronx. With a 
mission to ‘‘nourish the arts in the Bronx, serv-
ing its diverse communities and developing 
audiences through arts education and musical 
performances of the highest professional 
standard,’’ the organization has touched the 
lives of thousands of people over the years 
with their unique performances and beautiful 
shows. This is largely due in part to Bill’s ex-
ceptional work, and the amazing assemblage 
of talent he nurtured and put together. 

In addition to presenting over 100 concerts 
a year, the Bronx Arts Ensemble also special-
izes in an arts-in-education programming in 
over 40 schools in the Bronx and beyond with 
instruction in music, drama, dance, visual arts, 
capoeira, drumming and more. 

Yet for all of Bill’s incredible work bringing 
the arts to the Bronx, his first love was always 
his family. The beloved husband of Marsha 
Heller and loving father of Andrew Scribner, 
Bill is also survived by sister Janice Freeman, 
cousin Nancy Wirth, stepson Joshua Marantz, 
and first wife Louise Scribner. 

Bill brought so much joy to our community, 
and enriched the lives of so many. Through 
the Bronx Arts Ensemble his legacy shall for-
ever live on, and for that I am very thankful. 
It is an honor to celebrate his amazing life 
here today. 

IN RECOGNITION OF FRAN 
PAVLEY OF AGOURA HILLS 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the retirement of my 
friend Senator Fran Pavley. I had the honor of 
serving with Fran in both the State Assembly 
and State Senate. Fran is an extraordinary in-
dividual who strove to ensure her community, 
state, and nation’s best interests came first. 
Her legislative accomplishments are leg-
endary. 

Over the last 14 years, Fran became a titan 
when it came to developing innovative climate 
change solutions. Her laws elevated Califor-
nia’s status as a global leader in fighting cli-
mate change and promoting sustainable clean 
energy. Her bill AB 32, of which I was a co-
author, became a model for climate change 
legislation in other states, nationally and inter-
nationally. 

With California experiencing severe drought, 
Fran championed smart water policy by en-
couraging conservation, recycling, storm water 
capture, and ground water clean-up. Fran also 
passed legislation that increased fuel effi-
ciency standards in California. Her law was 
then modeled at the federal level. 

Fran also introduced legislation to encour-
age more college students to become teach-
ers. In 2015, California had 43,000 teacher va-
cancies and one of the highest student-teach-
er ratios in the country. To reduce this burden, 
Fran presented legislation that would reinstate 
a loan forgiveness program to motivate more 
students to pursue a career in teaching. 

In addition to Fran’s exemplary record of 
protecting the environment and supporting 
teachers, she also passed a law that allowed 
women to receive up to a 12 month supply of 
birth control prescriptions at one time. Pas-
sage of this law was lauded by many health 
care providers because it reduced the stress 
of having women acquire birth control on a 
monthly or quarterly basis. 

These tremendous accomplishments cut 
across various fields and demonstrate Fran’s 
enormous impact. Fran’s legacy in the com-
munity, state and country will be felt for gen-
erations to come. 

Actually, this is Fran’s second retirement. 
Prior to serving 14 years in the legislature, 
Fran was a beloved middle school teacher for 
28 years. 

After retiring, Fran will continue to spear-
head the creation of the first urban and largest 
wildlife crossing at Liberty Canyon in Agoura 
Hills. I wish Fran, her husband, and children 
many years of happiness and good health. 

f 

LIBYA 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for six 
months, the U.S.-backed troops of the interim 
Libyan Government of National Accord has 
been fighting street by street to retake the 
ISIS stronghold of Sirte on the Libyan coast. 

ISIS seized control of the city in early 2015 
and extended its control along about 155 
miles of Libya’s coastline. That means that 
ISIS wields its influence over a territory rough-
ly the distance from Houston to San Antonio. 

How did the U.S. get here? How did Libya 
become an incubator for all stripes of terror-
ists? 

In 2008, U.S. military leaders were calling 
Libya a top U.S. ally in combating international 
terrorism. Qaddafi realized that his regime was 
the target of terrorism, and he changed course 
from supporting terrorists in the 1980s to sid-
ing with the U.S. against the terrorist threat. 

However, in 2011, in the midst of a rebellion 
against the Qaddafi regime, the U.S. decided 
to intervene and establish a no-fly zone to aid 
the Libyan rebels. 

Under the safety of the no-fly zone the U.S. 
imposed, Islamist terrorist groups long sub-
dued under Qaddafi’s regime sprung up and 
amassed weapons, training, and military train-
ing. 

Qaddafi was ultimately killed in October 
2011. Within days, NATO and U.S. forces 
packed up and left Libya to its own devices. 

America’s only Libya policy at the time was 
to remove Qaddafi—there was little planning 
regarding what to do the day after. The U.S. 
opened the Pandora’s box and looked away. 

Almost immediately after Qaddafi’s ouster, 
Libya spiraled into chaos. Long simmering po-
litical, regional, and ethnic divisions suddenly 
emerged and set Libya on a path towards dis-
aster. The country has never recovered. 

Even the Administration has admitted its 
role in Libya’s failure. Earlier this year, the 
President admitted that there was no plan for 
post-Qaddafi Libya, describing it as his biggest 
regret as President. 

Libya has become a regional and inter-
national security threat due to this Administra-
tion’s lack of planning. ISIS and al-Qaeda are 
the main beneficiaries. 

Al-Qaeda’s Libyan affiliate, Ansar al- 
Shariah, emerged shortly after Qaddafi’s death 
and has since become deeply entrenched in 
the country. 

They have successfully filled the void the 
U.S. helped create by providing social serv-
ices—building schools and providing medical 
care. 

But they did not stop there. They recruited, 
armed, and trained terrorist fighters intent on 
carrying out the group’s ultimate goal: impos-
ing Islamic law on the country. 

Ansar al-Shariah fighters were among those 
who ultimately attacked the U.S. diplomatic 
compound in Benghazi in 2012, killing Ambas-
sador Christopher Stevens and three of his 
colleagues. 

Since then, things have gotten worse. ISIS 
announced the establishment of a Libyan affil-
iate at the end of 2014 and soon began con-
solidating its power around Sirte and expand-
ing east, west, and south. 

America should not fool itself into believing 
that once Sirte is liberated the ISIS threat is 
over. For close to a year now, ISIS has been 
redirecting recruits and even senior leaders to 
Libya. It has been laying the seeds for what 
many have called a ‘‘fallback Caliphate,’’ 
where it could retreat to in case it is pushed 
out of Syria and Iraq. 

Pentagon estimates from earlier this year 
suggested that the group’s ranks in Libya 
have swelled to nearly 7,000 fighters. 

Liberating Sirte will simply transform the 
ISIS threat in Libya from a concentrated one 
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to a dispersed one. They have fanned out 
throughout the country and will continue to ex-
ploit the political mess in Libya. 

Libya will unfortunately remain a terrorist 
foothold for years to come. This is the legacy 
of the current Administration in North Africa. 

The mess the U.S. have left there has 
spread throughout the region. It endangers 
Egyptian allies to the east, and the weapons 
unleashed with Qaddafi’s fall have fueled ter-
rorism in places like Syria, Nigeria, and the 
Sinai Peninsula bordering Israel. 

The United States’ airstrike campaign in 
support of the Libyan forces retaking Sirte is 
only a small step. Until the U.S. can devise a 
truly comprehensive long-term strategy to sta-
bilize Libya and defeat the terrorist groups hid-
ing there, Libya will continue to threaten re-
gional and international security. Treating the 
symptoms while ignoring the underlying dis-
ease will not solve the problem. 

The U.S. forcibly overthrew a regime in 
Libya, creating chaos that led to a failed state 
where terrorists flourished and thousands of 
Libyans died. The U.S. now has a responsi-
bility to work towards a stabilizing solution in 
Libya. Going forward, the U.S. should be 
much more cautious before it helps overthrow 
another regime. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CONGRESS-
MEN ROBERT HURT, RANDY 
FORBES, AND SCOTT RIGELL 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor three colleagues of mine who have 
served their Districts and the Commonwealth 
of Virginia with distinction. Congressman ROB-
ERT HURT from Virginia’s Fifth District, Con-
gressman RANDY FORBES from Virginia’s 
Fourth District, and Congressman SCOTT 
RIGELL from Virginia’s Second District have 
dedicated years of their lives to public service. 

Since coming to Congress in 2001, RANDY 
FORBES, as Chairman of the House Armed 
Services’ Seapower and Projection Forces 
Subcommittee, has worked to build a stronger 
defense for America to help ensure the safety 
of our nation and has worked with all of us to 
help our veterans. He also made it a priority 
to foster partnerships with local officials and 
other community leaders, earning a reputation 
for stellar constituent service as a representa-
tive. 

Congressman SCOTT RIGELL has more ac-
tive duty and retired military personnel in his 
district than any other district and has made it 
a priority to assist them. He had a major role 
in keeping all East Coast aircraft carriers 
based in Norfolk. 

I had the distinct pleasure of serving with 
Congressman HURT in the Virginia General 
Assembly, where he served beginning in 2001 
before running for Congress, and he is a gen-
tleman, statesman, constitutional scholar, and 
most important of all a true friend to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. ROBERT has been a 
leader here in Washington with his great work 
on the Financial Services Committee and striv-
ing to help our small businesses as well as 
veterans, to name just some of the ways he 
has worked for a better life for those in his 
District. 

While the Commonwealth of Virginia loses 
three committed public servants in this body, 
we all greatly appreciate the years they have 
put into advancing the priorities of their con-
stituents and the lives of all those in Virginia 
and in our country. 

I know they will continue to serve the public 
in a variety of ways. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking and honoring these gentlemen for 
their service to their Districts and for rep-
resenting their constituents and the Common-
wealth in which we call home. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT HURT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. HURT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 590, 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 591. 

f 

HONORING LOUIS A. PICANI 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as the son of an 
ironworker and former union member myself, I 
know firsthand just how critical our area’s 
union members are to our country’s shared 
prosperity and success. This year, the Yon-
kers Democratic Committee is honoring Louis 
Picani, a dedicated union member who has 
fought for working men and women in West-
chester for over 30 years. 

Louis has spent his entire career as a vi-
sionary, fighting for workers’ rights, fair wages 
and benefits, workplace safety, and the right 
to organize. He has been a dedicated union 
member since he joined Teamsters Local 456 
over 30 years ago, where his natural leader-
ship ability quickly emerged and enabled him 
to be appointed Shop Steward for the City of 
Yonkers Department of Public Works in 1992. 
In 1994, Louis became a Trustee of the Team-
sters Health and Welfare Fund. In 2005, he 
was elected as a Teamsters Local 456 Trust-
ee and appointed as a Teamsters Local 456 
Business Agent. Louis has been a member of 
Joint Council 16’s New York Teamsters Polit-
ical Action Committee, and in 2016, was elect-
ed President and Principal Officer of Team-
sters Local 456. He also serves as Vice Presi-
dent of the Westchester Putnam Central Labor 
Body. 

But Louis’ good works extend beyond his 
labor advocacy. Incredibly, he is also a li-
censed drug and alcohol counselor. 

Louis continues to represent Teamsters 
members and all labor organizations who 
serve our work force so proudly. He is incred-
ibly deserving of this honor and recognition, 
and on behalf of the 16th Congressional Dis-
trict I want to congratulate him on this special 
occasion. 

CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CIVIL AIR PATROL 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 75th anniversary of the 
Civil Air Patrol, celebrated on December 1st 
and to honor its all-volunteer members. Since 
1941, volunteers have lent their talents in 
dedicated service to protect Americans and 
our nation. Their work is deeply appreciated. 

The Civil Air Patrol came into existence just 
six days before the events of Pearl Harbor 
and was comprised of many civilian aviators, 
including women and African Americans who 
were not allowed to fly for the military at that 
time. Members flew in support of defense 
forces and provided the military with profes-
sional and cost-efficient assistance, which they 
have continued to provide ever since—char-
tered by Congress as non-combative, humani-
tarian force in 1946, becoming the official Aux-
iliary to the U.S. Air Force in 1948, and most 
recently becoming part of the U.S. Air Force’s 
Total Force in 2015. 

The Search and Rescue efforts of the Civil 
Air Patrol are credited with saving an average 
of 75 lives every year and their Disaster Relief 
efforts and ability to work closely with partner 
organizations have been vital to our nation’s 
security and wellbeing. Their service was par-
ticularly notable following the terrible events of 
September 11th, 2001, Hurricane Katrina, and 
Hurricane Sandy. 

I am proud to call myself a member of the 
Civil Air Patrol. Earlier this week, I was pre-
sented with the grade of Lieutenant Colonel 
and membership in the Patrol’s Congressional. 
Squadron. The distinction was presented to 
me by Lieutenant Colonel Harold Damron and 
two wonderful young members of the Civil Air 
Patrol from my district, Cadet Second Lieuten-
ant Laivi Grossman and Cadet Airman Basic 
Nancy Kahdeman. I thank them and the entire 
Civil Air Patrol for this opportunity. 

The organization’s Cadet Program has been 
a tremendous resource to this nation, pro-
viding leadership training to youth, ages 
twelve through twenty-one. The Program pro-
motes education in the fields of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math, both for 
participants within the program and their local 
communities. This is done with a focus on 
Aerospace and Aviation, developing a passion 
for them in our younger citizens and ensuring 
our preeminence in these areas as well as 
Cyberspace. I believe this effort to be espe-
cially important now, as our nation’s future and 
security depend upon the ability of the next 
generation to lead global progress in these 
areas. 

Civil Air Patrol volunteer professionals serve 
in every state of the nation and as nonprofit 
resources within thousands of communities. I 
am proud to support the work that these men 
and women continue to do, and I am very 
pleased to be celebrating this milestone anni-
versary with them. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 155TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE BATTLE OF 
BALL’S BLUFF 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to honor the 155th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Ball’s Bluff fought in Loudoun County, Virginia, 
on October 21st, 1861. Being one of the ear-
liest battles of the American Civil War, Ball’s 
Bluff had an enormous impact on military af-
fairs for the remaining four years of conflict. 

On October 20th, 1861, Brigadier General 
Charles Pomeroy Stone and the Union forces 
under his command engaged the Confederate 
forces of Colonel Nathan Evans on the banks 
of the Potomac River near Leesburg, Virginia. 
Stone’s forces had crossed the river and were 
subsequently repelled and defeated by their 
Confederate counterparts. This battle was 
unique in American history because, as Union 
forces were withdrawing across the Potomac, 
Colonel Edward Baker, a sitting U.S. Senator, 
was killed in action. The defeat, coupled with 
Colonel Baker’s death, was the catalyst for the 
creation of the Congressional Joint Committee 
on the Conduct of the War. Colonel Baker re-
mains the only United States Senator killed in 
battle, and Ball’s Bluff proved to be indicative 
of the long war to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join in 
recognizing the 155th Anniversary of the Bat-

tle of Ball’s Bluff. We must always remember 
and honor those who sacrificed their lives to 
preserve our nation in its darkest hour. 

f 

HONORING JOHN DECICCO JR. 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a leader in our community, John 
DeCicco Jr. whose humanitarian work is being 
recognized by The Pelham Civic Association 
at their Annual Dinner Dance Gala. John is 
one of three honorees for ‘‘Persons of the 
Year’’ on November 4, 2016 in my district. 

John is the President and CEO of DeCicco 
& Sons Food Markets. He is a longtime volun-
teer member of the Pelham Civics, a major 
contributor to Pelham Civics ‘‘Needy Cases 
Program,’’ which provides food baskets for 
hundreds of needy families. He also spear-
headed the Pelham Civics’ 75th Anniversary 
Dinner Dance Journal in 2014, raising over 
$12,000. 

John is known for his countless acts of al-
truism, philanthropy, and charity. He has 
worked with The Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
The Wounded Warriors, The Boy and Girl 
Scouts in an effort to support the community 
and those in need. He was the recipient of the 
2015 Rotary Club of the Pelhams Award for 
his work supporting children and families. 

John also works closely with career place-
ment for special needs students, was a Past 
Advisory Board Member for the Fordham Uni-
versity Graduate School of Business Entrepre-
neurship, a former Junior Board Member for 
the Westchester Italian Cultural Center, Past 
President of the Pelham Chamber of Com-
merce, and has worked closely with Governor 
Cuomo, County Executive Rob Astorino, 
ConEdison, and NYSERDA in leading an ef-
fort to promote ‘‘GREEN Markets for the Fu-
ture’’ the first of which was opened in 
Larchmont in December of 2015. The store, 
which is founded on the principle of being en-
vironmentally friendly, has received the EPA’s 
Green Chill Platinum Certification. 

John’s business, DeCicco & Sons, is also a 
long-time contributor to Pelham School PTAs, 
and was the recipient of the 2015 New York 
State PTA Congress ‘‘Golden Oak Award’’ for 
exemplary support of the school districts, 
PTAs and students. DeCiccos also received 
the 2015 Westchester’s Best Family-Owned 
Business Award, for continued commitment 
and active support to the communities in 
which they live and work, the 2016 Inde-
pendent Green Business of the Year Award. 
John married Luisa DeCicco, Ph.D., another 
honoree, and have two children. 

It is an honor to present John with a CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD at The Pelham Civic As-
sociation Annual Dinner Gala. I want to thank 
him for all he has done in the community and 
all he continues to do on behalf of Pelham. 
Congratulations to all honorees of the evening. 
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