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RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
JUDGE FAYE D’OPAL 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the Honorable Faye D’Opal as she retires 
from a long and distinguished career as Marin 
County Superior Court Judge on December 
31, 2016. 

First elected as Marin Superior Court Judge 
in 2004, Judge D’Opal served in the Felony 
and Civil Departments, Family Law, Probate, 
Conservatorships and the past two years as 
Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Department. 
She also served as the court’s Assistant Pre-
siding Judge (2012–2013) and Presiding 
Judge (2014–2015) with distinction. 

Judge D’Opal’s legacy of community service 
began in rural Arkansas where she partici-
pated in the historic efforts to desegregate Lit-
tle Rock’s public schools. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree from Hendrix College in Ar-
kansas and a law degree from the New Col-
lege of California, San Francisco. She spent 
12 years in Latin America working for the 
Peace Corps, and became a public-interest at-
torney. 

Renowned for her 2013, now historic deci-
sion on the death penalty that virtually stopped 
it in the state of California, Judge D’Opal’s ca-
reer includes many additional legacies and 
positive impacts on others. From her work to 
establish a legal self-help center, to her advo-
cacy for abused women for the Legal Aid of 
Marin, and her work as trustee of the Marin 
Community Foundation, Judge D’Opal has 
used her keen intellect to improve the quality 
of life for others less fortunate by supporting 
social justice and promoting fairness and eq-
uity for all. 

In all aspects of her life, Judge D’Opal has 
acted with principles and courage. As a leader 
and role model for the LGBT community, and 
throughout her professional career and exten-
sive public service, she has set a fabulous ex-
ample for women and young girls everywhere. 
Even as she is approaching her retirement 
from the Superior Court, she has been en-
couraging more women and minorities to get 
involved in the legal system. Her positive im-
pact on our community will continue as a pro 
tem judge in juvenile law, and in her pursuit to 
eliminate domestic violence. 

Mr. Speaker, it is therefore fitting that we 
honor and thank the Honorable Faye D’Opal 
for her many good deeds, and wish her much 
enjoyment as she spends more time with her 
beloved partner, daughters and grandchildren, 
and hikes, bikes, and kayaks around the 
beautiful Northern Coast of California. 

REMEMBERING CHANCELLOR 
DEBRA SAUNDERS–WHITE 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and legacy of Dr. 
Debra Saunders-White, Chancellor of North 
Carolina Central University. Her death at 59, 
after a valiant battle with kidney cancer, is a 
tragic loss for the university and our state. My 
wife Lisa and I extend our condolences to the 
family of Dr. Saunders-White, the North Caro-
lina Central community, and her extensive net-
work of colleagues and friends. 

Chancellor Debra Saunders-White was a 
first-generation college student, which gave 
her insight into the obstacles many students 
and families face and a passion to overcome 
them. She also understood the opportunities 
that come with higher education, especially for 
lower-income students. She was often found 
talking with students in the lunch hall or while 
walking around campus. Her warmth, the per-
sonal interest she took in students, and her 
courage in the face of adversity won the 
hearts of all who knew her. 

Dr. Saunders-White began her career as 
Assistant Provost of Technology at Hampton 
University, where she later served as Chief In-
formation Officer. In North Carolina, she first 
served at the University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington in the roles of Vice Chancellor of 
Information Technology, interim Associate Pro-
vost, and finally Chief Diversity Officer in the 
Office of Institutional Diversity. In May 2011, 
Dr. Saunders-White moved to Washington, 
D.C. to serve as Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Higher Education Programs in the Depart-
ment of Education. 

On June 1st, 2013 Debra Saunders-White 
was appointed by UNC President Tom Ross 
and welcomed as the first female chancellor of 
North Carolina Central University, one of the 
top Historically Black Universities in this coun-
try. 

During her time as chancellor, Dr. Saun-
ders-White led an era of growth for North 
Carolina Central University, cultivating a 
theme of ‘‘Eagle Excellence’’. Her legacy in-
cludes the expansion of a dual degree pro-
gram with North Carolina State University, as 
well as a collaboration with Durham Technical 
Community College to allow more students to 
transfer to NCCU. Construction of both a new 
business school and student center will begin 
next year thanks to Chancellor Saunders- 
White’s efforts. It is a tribute to her legacy that 
this year North Carolina Central University 
was recognized as ‘‘HBCU of the Year’’ by 
HBCU Digest. 

I join the North Carolina Central University 
and Durham communities in mourning the 
passing of Debra Saunders-White, who set the 
university towards an even brighter future with 
her wise stewardship and strategic vision. We 
eagerly anticipate the new student center and 
will think of her every time we walk into it. 

Chancellor Saunders-White combined pro-
fessionalism and a collaborative style in a 
unique way, and I always enjoyed working 
with her. I especially admired her courage and 
determination in continuing to provide leader-
ship throughout her battle with cancer. We join 
with her family, her many friends, and the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff of NCCU, in mourning 
her passing and honoring her exemplary life. 

f 

HONORING SENIOR RESIDENT SU-
PERIOR COURT JUDGE PAUL L. 
JONES ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to honor Sen-
ior Resident Superior Court Judge Paul L. 
Jones. Judge Jones has been committed to 
the state of North Carolina and the people of 
Lenoir and Greene Counties through his work 
as a community based lawyer, jurist, Army Re-
servist and his commitment to nonprofit orga-
nizations. 

Judge Jones is a proud graduate of historic 
Adkin High School in Kinston, North Carolina, 
Class of 1967. He received his undergraduate 
degree from North Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical State University and his law degree 
from my alma mater, North Carolina Central 
University. Judge Jones and I were law school 
classmates in the Class of 1974. We were the 
best of friends in law school and our friendship 
has endured. 

Judge Jones work in the legal profession in-
cludes a variety of positions including his time 
serving as a staff attorney and Assistant Clerk 
of Court with the U.S. Supreme Court, a 
Judge Advocate Officer in the Army, super-
vising attorney for the North Carolina Central 
University Legal Clinic, managing attorney for 
Eastern Carolina Legal Services, and as a 
District Court Judge. When a vacancy was 
created for a Resident Superior Court judge 
position in 1999, Judge Jones was appointed 
to the Court and ran unopposed in 2000 and 
2008, a position that he is now retiring. 

While on the Superior Court bench, Judge 
Jones was an officer of the North Carolina Ju-
dicial Council and a founding member of the 
Equal Access to Justice Commission. He was 
a member of the North Carolina Judicial 
Standards Commission for a five-year term, 
which included the role of vice-chairman. In 
2001, he was elected Vice-President of the 
North Carolina Bar Association. 

Before retiring as a Colonel in the Army Re-
serves in 2000, Judge Jones served as a 
Judge Advocate with the 108th Division IT in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. While serving, 
Judge Jones was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, 
the National Defense Medal, and the Legion of 
Merit. 
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While his commitment to the legal field and 

the military is commendable, it is noteworthy 
that he is deeply rooted in his native commu-
nity of Kinston, North Carolina. Judge Jones 
has volunteered and been active on more than 
20 nonprofit boards within Kinston for over 30 
years and received the Kinston-Lenoir County 
Chamber of Commerce award of Citizen of the 
Year for 2013. 

Judge Jones is married to the former Edwi-
na Link and has two children, Krystle and 
Erika. 

Judge Jones is a man of integrity, valor, and 
service. I ask my colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding my dear friend, Judge Paul L. Jones, 
and recognize his lifelong devotion to the peo-
ple of Lenoir County and the State of North 
Carolina. 

f 

HONORING MONSIGNOR EDWARD 
BARRY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a man who has been an integral part of 
the Bronx and Westchester communities for 
more than four decades, Monsignor Edward 
Barry. 

Born in Washington Heights, Msgr. Barry 
traces his roots from County Waterford. He 
graduated from St. Anthony’s elementary 
school in Nanuet, NY in 1961 and then grad-
uated Albertus Magnus High School in 
Bardonia, NY in 1965. In 1969, he graduated 
from Cathedral College in New York and then 
went on to St. Joseph’s Seminary. After being 
ordained in 1973, he was appointed Parochial 
Vicar at St. Patrick’s in Yorktown Heights, NY 
where he spent 7 years. As a young priest at 
St. Patrick’s parish in Yorktown Heights, he 
was a member of the Yorktown Interfaith Alli-
ance and a member of the Yorktown Sub-
stance Abuse Advisory Board. In 1980, Msgr. 
Barry was appointed Parochial Vicar of St. 
Frances de Chantal in the Bronx, NY. Fol-
lowing 6 years at St. Frances, he was ap-
pointed in 1986 as Executive Director of Youth 
Services and CYO for the Archdiocese of New 
York. From 1986–1991, he served as Chair-
man of the Board for the Kennedy Center in 
NYC and Chairman of the Board of Head Start 
at the Spellman Center in NYC. 

In 1991 Msgr. Barry became pastor of St. 
Charles Borromeo in Dover Plains where he 
spent the next 13 years during which he was 
appointed Honorary Prelate. In 2004 he 
moved to become Dean of the Northeast 
Bronx Deanery and assigned as Pastor of St. 
Barnabas in the Bronx, before returning to 
Yorktown Heights. 

Msgr. Barry’s faith and devotion have 
served as a guiding light to countless men and 
women over the years. This year, the Amer-
ican Irish Association of Westchester is hon-
oring Msgr. Barry at their annual dinner dance. 
They could not have picked a more deserving 
honoree. Congratulations to Msgr. Barry on re-
ceiving this wonderful recognition, and my 
thanks to him for all he has done to better his 
and our community. 

GIRL SCOUT GUSTALINE SAMBA 
EARNS GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Gustaline Samba of Fort Bend 
County, TX, for earning her Girl Scout Gold 
Award. 

The Gold Award is the highest achievement 
a Girl Scout can earn. To earn this distin-
guished award, Gustaline had to spend at 
least 80 hours developing and executing a 
project that would benefit the community and 
have a long-term impact on girls as well. To 
do this she created ‘‘Project Cycle Safety 
Shield,’’ which addresses bike safety in her 
community where students often ride their 
bikes to school. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Gustaline Samba for earning her Girl Scout 
Gold Award. We are confident she will have 
continued success in her future endeavors. 
We are very proud. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM T. BROWN 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and legacy of Wil-
liam T. Brown of Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
a committed advocate for civil rights and edu-
cational excellence. His place in history was 
secured by his leadership during the integra-
tion of Cumberland County schools, one of the 
largest and most diverse school districts in the 
state of North Carolina. 

Mr. Brown passed away on November 14 at 
the age of 87. My wife Lisa and I wish to ex-
tend our deepest condolences to his family, 
friends, and colleagues. 

A North Carolina native, William T. Brown 
graduated from North Carolina A&T State Uni-
versity in 1948 and North Carolina Central 
University in 1954. Mr. Brown also pursued 
graduate degrees at Columbia University and 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

In 1955, Mr. Brown moved to Fayetteville 
and began teaching science at E.E. Smith 
High School. After leading Ferguson Elemen-
tary School, he served as principal of Wash-
ington Drive Junior High School from 1963 to 
1971, where he oversaw the process of inte-
gration almost a decade after the landmark 
Supreme Court case, Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation. 

In 1971, Mr. Brown became principal of E.E. 
Smith High School. It was during this pivotal 
year that white students began attending the 
historically black high schools in Cumberland 
County. During this time, Mr. Brown empha-
sized to students and parents that their suc-
cess in breaking down barriers would be re-
membered long after the racial backlash had 
subsided. 

A career educator, Mr. Brown later became 
assistant superintendent and associate super-
intendent for Fayetteville City Schools. He re-
tired in 1992 and served as special assistant 

to the chancellor at Fayetteville State Univer-
sity until 1995. He was then appointed to the 
University of North Carolina Board of Gov-
ernors and served as trustee emeritus at Fay-
etteville State University. 

In 1994, the Cumberland County Board of 
Education named William T. Brown Elemen-
tary in Spring Lake, North Carolina, the coun-
ty’s first year-round school, in his honor. In 
2014, Fayetteville State University named a 
Distinguished Professorship in Economics in 
recognition of his many contributions. 

The Fayetteville community and the State of 
North Carolina continue to benefit from William 
Brown’s contributions to public education, de-
segregation, and expanded opportunity. He 
was a revered leader in the community, and 
his tireless efforts helped provide a better fu-
ture for the people of Cumberland County, the 
Fourth District, and North Carolina. 

f 

HONORING SHAYA GUTLEIZER 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Brooklyn resident Shaya Gutleizer’s 
ceaseless devotion to his community. 

Born and raised in Brooklyn, Shaya knew as 
a child that he wanted to be a first responder 
like his father when he grew up. In fact, he 
signed up to be an Emergency Medical Tech-
nician (EMT) when he turned 18 and received 
his certification shortly after. When he wasn’t 
saving lives on the clock, Shaya was giving 
his time working with multiple volunteer ambu-
lance services. As an EMT, Shaya was re-
sponsible for numerous pre-hospital saves, 
which involves reviving individuals who are 
clinically dead. Due to his heroism, Shaya has 
been honored at various second-chance 
brunches, events where the honoree is 
thanked by the person he resuscitated. 

Moreover, Shaya Gutleizer has not been 
afraid to put his life on the line in service to 
others. On September 11, 2001, Shaya 
rushed to the World Trade Center and re-
mained there for several days to assist with 
the rescue efforts. Soon after, he decided to 
serve his country further by enlisting in the 
Army. However, due to the conditions he en-
countered at Ground Zero, Shaya developed 
breathing difficulties and received a medical 
discharge. After finding out how many fellow 
9/11 first responders were developing health 
issues, Shaya became a tireless advocate for 
the passage and permanent extension of 
Zadroga health benefits for the courageous 
heroes, such as himself who risked their lives 
on that fateful day to save others. 

Mr. Speaker, Shaya Gutleizer’s devotion to 
serving his fellow man and saving lives re-
flects the good in each of us. This country is 
great due to individuals like him, and I am 
proud to take this moment to honor him. 
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RETIREMENT OF MARY ANNIE 

HARPER FROM THE U.S. HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart and tremendous gratitude that I 
express my deepest appreciation to my Chief 
of Staff, Mary Annie Harper, for her more than 
29 years of incredibly loyal service at my side 
on behalf of South Jersey residents. 

In May 1987, Mary Annie joined in helping 
me as my Chief of Staff as I started my fresh-
man term as a member of the New Jersey 
General Assembly. For almost three decades 
I have relied daily on her invaluable insights 
and sound judgment. She has helped me re-
main focused and motivated, reminding me 
daily to stay grounded and always remember 
my South Jersey roots. 

Her clear passion for public policy and poli-
tics is evident to anyone who has worked with 
her. Without any hesitation I can say that 
there will never be another Mary Annie Harper 
in my office or my life. Her heart and humor 
will be two of her many character qualities I 
will miss going forward. 

On behalf of all of the residents of South 
Jersey, the staff and myself, I wish Mary 
Annie a very rewarding and well-deserved re-
tirement and thank her both for her steadfast 
friendship and loyal service to South Jersey. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing the votes held on December 2nd, 2016, I 
was inescapably detained and away handling 
important matters related to my District and 
the State of Alabama. If I had been present, 
I would have voted YES on Agreeing to the 
Conference Report to Accompany S. 2943, 
and YES on Approving the Journal. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE DREAMERS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DINA TITUS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, my office was 
overwhelmed with phone calls in the days fol-
lowing the election. 

DACA recipients, their friends, and their 
family were afraid: Will I be deported, they 
asked. Will my cousin be deported? Will my 
friends be deported? 

I know these questions were not just being 
uttered in Southern Nevada. People were ask-
ing them in living rooms, kitchens, restaurants, 
schools, and countless other places across 
the country. 

For our DREAMers and their loved ones, 
the fear and anxiety will continue if we don’t 
responsibly act to reform our broken immigra-
tion system. 

Since the election we’ve heard very little 
from the incoming administration about what’s 
actually going to happen once President 
Obama leaves office. 

That is why I recently held an immigration 
advocacy roundtable with local community 
leaders like The Legal Aid Center of Southern 
Nevada, UNLV, the Latin Chamber of Com-
merce, and other local officials. 

We wanted to let families know that despite 
the uncertainty, we are here to help them. 

Together, we want to change the tone that 
we heard from Donald Trump during the elec-
tion. 

After months of disgraceful speeches about 
walls and deportations, Trump and his admin-
istration must now deal with the gravity of the 
situation. 

It’s time they acquaint themselves with the 
young men and women who have been able 
to work, go to school, contribute to the tax 
base, and live life without fear of being thrown 
out of the country they call home. 

f 

HONORING MARTA I. BOOKBINDER 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Marta I. Bookbinder, an outstanding educator, 
communicator and counselor, who is retiring 
after 17 years as the Collaborative Projects 
Coordinator of the adult and youth programs 
at the Community Learning Center in South 
San Francisco. 

Marta is the last original founding member 
of the Community Learning Center which 
opened doors to countless preschool to adult 
learners. CLC is a program of the South San 
Francisco Public Library in the heart of the 
historic downtown area, easily accessible to 
the great number of immigrants from around 
the world. The center is an irreplaceable gem 
of the community and a perfect reflection of 
the values Marta has embraced her entire life 
and career. 

In close partnership with the school district, 
CLC offers English and computer classes and 
Spanish language literacy tutoring for adults 
and homework help classes for elementary 
school students from the surrounding schools. 
Adults learn to maneuver education, health, 
transportation, employment, financial and vot-
ing systems, giving them the tools to help 
themselves and to make progress. 

Having completed her own education in the 
U.S. and Latin America, Marta was perfectly 
positioned to become a global educator. She 
holds an M.A. in Counseling Psychology, a 
B.A. in International Relations, an A.A. in 
English and Psychology and a teaching cre-
dential for English as a Second Language, 
Citizenship and Conversational Spanish. She 
is fluent in English and Spanish and com-
petent in Italian. 

Marta began her career as a program as-
sistant at the job placement and career center 
at Skyline College in 1989. She moved on to 
the College of Notre Dame as a staff assistant 
in 1993 and to the Family Council of Half 
Moon Bay as the director of parent services in 
1997. While she held that position, she also 
became an adult education instructor at the 
Cabrillo Unified School District. From there 

she moved on to the San Mateo Union High 
School District in 1998, and to the South San 
Francisco Unified School District in 1999, 
teaching adult education. She will continue her 
work as an instructor and CBET coordinator of 
adult education at the South San Francisco 
Unified School District. 

Marta never ceases to develop innovative 
ideas to improve the lives of others, a fact 
noted in the community. She has received nu-
merous awards including the Employee of the 
Year and the Mayors Diversity awards from 
the city of South San Francisco, the San 
Mateo County Governing Board Association 
KENT Award for innovation in educational pro-
grams, the Julie Billiart Alumna Award for out-
standing community service from Notre Dame 
de Namur University, and the KQED & Kaiser 
Permanente Bay Area Local Hero Award. 

In her well-deserved retirement, Marta is 
looking forward to spending more time with 
her husband of 45 years, David N. Book-
binder, and their two daughters, Tamara and 
Tatiana. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the members of the 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring a friend and colleague, Marta Book-
binder, for creating empowering programs at 
the Community Learning Center that have 
turned hundreds of lives around. She is a role 
model for teachers in South San Francisco 
and beyond. 

f 

IN MEMORIAM: PATRICK J. 
MITCHELL 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Patrick Mitchell. 

Pat, a Yuma, Arizona native, dedicated his 
life to public service. He graduated from the 
University of Arizona and received a law de-
gree from Arizona State University. He served 
the City of Phoenix as a member of the Public 
Employees Relations Board and was ap-
pointed special assistant attorney general for 
the State of Arizona, Department of Health. 

Pat was a trusted advisor to many, working 
on presidential campaigns for Kansas Senator 
Gary Hart and Iowa Senator Paul Simon. He 
joined former Arizona Senator Dennis DeCon-
cini’s staff where he handled constituent and 
policy issues for 13 of Arizona’s 15 counties. 
Pat also served as a political advisor to former 
Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano and Con-
gressman Mo Udall and as chief of staff to 
New York Congresswoman Louise Slaughter. 

I am thankful for Pat’s dedication to service 
and appreciate his determination and willing-
ness to make our state and country a better 
place for all Arizonans. 

Please join me in honoring his memory. 
f 

HONORING HELEN ANN HENKEL 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a symbol of volunteerism for all of Yon-
kers: Helen Ann Henkel. For over forty years, 
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Helen Henkel has affected hundreds of thou-
sands of lives in Yonkers and beyond; through 
her selfless commitment to improving her 
community. It is an honor to recognize her 
service at her retirement honoring. 

Born and raised in Yonkers, Helen is the 
daughter of Ann and Otto Rogewitz, and the 
proud granddaughter of Ukrainian and Polish 
immigrants who came to this country at the 
turn of the century and settled in Yonkers and 
Hastings-on-Hudson, New York. After earning 
her diploma from Yonkers High School of 
Commerce, Helen earned a degree in Busi-
ness Administration from Westchester Com-
munity College. 

Helen has been a motivating force for a 
great many Yonkers institutions, including the 
Exchange Club of Yonkers, the Enrico Fermi 
Educational Fund, and the Yonkers Board of 
Ethics, all of which she served in a leadership 
capacity. She has also been intimately in-
volved in other organizations in the neighbor-
hood, including the Yonkers Historical Society, 
Untermyer Performing Arts Council, West-
chester Pulaski Association, Friends of Phillips 
Manor Hall, Sherwood House, Yonkers 
YWCA, Yonkers Beautification Conservancy, 
and Piper Theater Productions, just to name a 
few. 

For her selfless service, Helen has received 
multiple awards and recognitions, including the 
2013 Yonkers Woman of Distinction Award, 
the 2013 Yonkers Police Commissioner’s 
Award, the 2009 Woman of Excellence Award, 
the Yonkers Chamber of Commerce Women 
in Business—Above and Beyond Award, and 
has also been bestowed the Key to the City of 
Yonkers. 

Helen has done so much good for Yonkers 
community, and indeed the world, that it is 
hard to fathom the true scope of her impact. 
I want to wish Helen congratulations on her 
well-earned honor and thank her for all she 
has done on behalf of the people of Yonkers. 

f 

RICHMOND, TX EARNS COMMUNITY 
OF THE YEAR TITLE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the City of Richmond, TX, for re-
ceiving the Community of the Year award from 
the American Planning Association—Texas 
Chapter (Texas APA). 

Richmond received this award due to its 
outstanding planning tools it adopted to pre-
pare for the city’s growth. Without submitting 
an application for the award this year, Rich-
mond won anyway thanks to their impressive 
planning efforts that caught the attention of the 
Texas APA. Over the last year and a half, 
Richmond leaders have adopted three dif-
ferent planning tools without an existing inter-
nal Planning Department. The Texas APA’s 
goal of rewarding cities with significantly nota-
ble contributions to planning projects, made 
Richmond a clear choice. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the City of Richmond, TX for receiving the 
Community of the Year award from the Texas 
APA. We look forward to seeing your growth. 

GREAT LAKES MARITIME 
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT ACT 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Great Lakes Maritime Heritage 
Assessment Act, an important bill to promote 
and preserve the sunken treasures of the 
Great Lakes. 

The Great Lakes have an amazing naval 
history which is unknown and unseen by too 
many Americans. Steamboats on the Great 
Lakes provided a route west for immigrants as 
they settled what was then called the North-
west Territory. As cities grew, Great Lakes 
ships and barges carried the timber, coal, and 
ore that fueled America’s industrial might. 

As commerce increased, so too did the 
number of ships which succumbed to the un-
predictable and sometimes foreboding weather 
on the Lakes. Today, thousands of shipwrecks 
are scattered across the floor of the Great 
Lakes, including the remains of one of Amer-
ica’s first great naval victories, the Battle of 
Lake Erie. 

Despite this amazing heritage, only one ma-
rine sanctuary exists in the Great Lakes. The 
Thunder Bay Marine Sanctuary, located in 
Lake Huron off the coast of Alpena, Michigan, 
has been a major economic driver for the 
area, spurring tourism, research, and edu-
cational opportunities. 

This bill builds on the success of Thunder 
Bay by setting the stage to establish additional 
sanctuaries across the Great Lakes. It directs 
the Administrator of NOAA to identify under-
water areas throughout the Lakes that pos-
sess significant historical and archaeological 
resources and recommend whether they 
should be designated as National Marine 
Sanctuaries. 

Preserving the cultural legacy of our region 
is an important component of caring for our 
Great Lakes. Marine sanctuaries will protect 
this history while providing the additional ben-
efits of driving economic development and 
providing jobs to our region. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues to achieve these 
goals. 

f 

SUPPORT OF FEDERAL TRADE 
COMMISSION WE DON’T SERVE 
TEENS INITIATIVE 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to address underage drinking, a pub-
lic health and safety issue that is often lost in 
the pile of other stories in our 24-hour news 
cycle. 

Back in 2005, the Federal Trade Commis-
sion initiated a consumer education program 
to reduce underage drinking called ‘‘We Don’t 
Serve Teens.’’ It is a valuable resource to 
raise awareness among parents, educators, 
and other adults that furnishing alcohol to mi-
nors is illegal and irresponsible. The program 
also encourages common-sense measures to 
further reduce illegal underage drinking and 

the dangers caused by teens who drink ille-
gally and to the general public. 

Over the last several years, I have checked 
with credible sources to see how we are doing 
as a nation on addressing underage drinking. 

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) indicates 
that progress has continued for more than a 
decade in reducing underage drinking, but it 
remains a serious public health problem for 
adolescents and young adults. 

SAMSHA surveys find that significant num-
bers of younger persons between the ages of 
12 and 14 drank alcohol in the month before 
they were surveyed, and that more than 90 
percent obtain alcohol from their own home, 
the home of a friend, or an adult family mem-
ber. Those findings clearly indicate the impor-
tance that family members can play in reduc-
ing young adolescents’ access to alcohol and 
the associated risks of injury and the early 
onset of serious health problems. 

Recent information on highway deaths from 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration is very discouraging for adults and 
teens. Highway deaths increased in 2015 as 
did deaths from drunk driving. More than 
10,000 Americans were killed in drunk-driving 
accidents, and younger drivers are a large 
portion of that terrible and preventable toll. 
Tens of thousands of people were also in-
jured, including many young people who will 
be scarred or disabled for life. 

Underage drinking is illegal and persons 
under the age of 21 are subject to arrest, 
fines, and license suspension for possession 
of alcohol beverages or driving after consump-
tion of a single drink. This issue is often over-
looked in stories about the criminal justice sys-
tem. Thousands of young people get a crimi-
nal record and driver’s license history that will 
prevent them from obtaining many jobs that in-
volve driving or that require a clean record. In 
addition to the risk of injury and death, experi-
menting with alcohol can cause a young per-
son permanent economic harm. 

A substantial proportion of college students 
are under the age of 21. They face signifi-
cantly higher risks than their non-college peers 
of injury or death from assault, car crashes, 
and other accidents after illegally consuming 
alcohol. This behavior must be challenged. 
Our best and brightest students, many of 
whom attend publicly supported schools and 
receive government grants and subsidies, 
have to do better. 

For the last eleven years, members of the 
alcohol beverage industry have actively sup-
ported the We Don’t Serve Teens initiative. 
Constellation Brands Beer Division and many 
retail stores in Chicago have made long-term 
commitments to underage drinking prevention 
in the district I represent and surrounding 
communities. Over the last couple of months, 
they sponsored electronic billboards, bus shel-
ter signs, and media messages to promote the 
We Don’t Serve Teens message. Other com-
panies made similar efforts in their home cit-
ies. I commend those efforts. I also ask all 
adults and teens to work together to further re-
duce the tragic consequences of illegal under-
age drinking. All of these hazards are prevent-
able. 

As we approach the holiday season celebra-
tions in our homes and elsewhere, I urge all 
adults to set an example of responsible be-
havior and compliance with laws designed to 
ensure the safety of our citizens. With a sin-
cere commitment of parents, guardians, and 
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concerned citizens to remain involved in the 
lives of our teens, we can all get home safely 
and to enjoy special holiday occasions to-
gether for years to come. 

f 

JANIECE LONGORIA NAMED 2017 
MARITIME PERSON OF THE YEAR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Janiece Longoria of Houston, TX, 
for being named the 2017 Maritime Person of 
the Year by the Greater Houston Port Bureau. 

Janiece was recognized for her leadership 
and accomplishments in the Port of Houston. 
In 2013, she was unanimously appointed as 
Chairman of the Port Commission by the City 
of Houston and Harris County. Since her ten-
ure began, the Port of Houston Authority has 
reached a historic high of handling more than 
2 million loaded container units, increased rev-
enue, made infrastructure investments, and 
worked on projects to keep the Houston Ship 
Channel deep and wide. Her enthusiasm and 
dedication to the Port of Houston have made 
the port competitive internationally and a con-
tinued boost to the Houston economy. 
Janiece’s stellar accomplishments also pre-
viously earned her the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award for the University of Texas, the 2008 
Sandra Day O’Connor Award for Board Excel-
lence, Female Executive of the Year Award 
from the Houston Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, recognized as a ‘‘Breakthrough 
Woman,’’ and inducted into the Hall of Fame 
by the Greater Houston Women’s Chamber of 
Commerce. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Janiece Longoria for being named the 2017 
Maritime Person of the Year by the Greater 
Houston Port Bureau. She has done so much 
for the Port of Houston and the Houston area 
and makes us proud. We look forward to see-
ing her continued success. 

f 

IN MEMORIAM: PRIVATE FIRST 
CLASS DANIEL HUNT, FEBRUARY 
10, 1933–SEPTEMBER 28, 1951 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Private First Class 
(PFC) Daniel Hunt. PFC Daniel Hunt served 
our country as a member of A Company, 1st 
Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry 
Division with the United States Army. 

Daniel was born February 10, 1933 to 
Ownie and Lillie (White) Hunt, the youngest of 
17 children. Daniel and two of his brothers, 
John and Charles, served in the Korean War. 
Daniel never returned. 

PFC Daniel Hunt was killed on September 
28, 1951 while serving his country on Heart-
break Ridge in South Korea, where his re-
mains were recovered earlier this year. Daniel 
was missing in action for over 65 years and is 
going home to Arizona to be buried with full 
military honors. 

I am incredibly thankful for PFC Daniel Hunt 
and his family’s sacrifice to our country. 

Daniel is survived by his many nieces and 
nephews. Please join me in honoring his 
memory. 

f 

HONORING LAURA KORNFELD 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a constituent of mine and a pillar of the 
community, Ms. Laura Kornfeld, who on Octo-
ber 11, 2016 is celebrating her amazing 90th 
birthday. 

A first generation American, Ms. Kornfeld 
graduated from Tilden High School in Brooklyn 
and was the first person in her family to attend 
college. She received her Bachelor’s degree 
from Hunter College and later served as an of-
ficer on the Alumni Board of Columbia Univer-
sity Teachers College, the same institution 
where she received a Master’s Degree in 
Adult Education. Ms. Kornfeld founded Aca-
demic Advisory Service, a company that as-
sisted women new to the job market. She 
served on the New York State Advisory for 
Women and the League of Women Voters, 
Professional Womens’ Caucus and the Na-
tional Organization of Women. 

In Rye, Ms. Kornfeld has been active in a 
wide array of organizations and a strong sup-
porter of education and racial equality. She 
has been on the Board of Carver Center in 
Port Chester, supporting ‘‘grassroots orga-
nizers and advocates for the minority commu-
nity in Port Chester’’. She served as President 
of the PTA for the City of Rye Schools, as well 
as on the board of Kids Space, a childcare 
and enrichment program for school children. 
She spearheaded Rye’s campaign to pass the 
Equal Rights Amendment and attended the 
International Women’s Year Conference in 
1985 in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Of course, Ms. Kornfeld’s main love has al-
ways been family. Married to career Naval offi-
cer Leo Kornfeld since 1947, they have been 
residents of Rye, NY since 1957. They have 
three grown children, Melanie, Hank and 
Nancy Danielle. 

Ms. Kornfeld has led an amazingly full and 
active life. She has been a great member of 
the community, who has always given her 
time and effort to the issues that have made 
her neighborhood stronger. Congratulations to 
her on her 90th birthday. 

f 

MEMORIAL HERMANN SUGAR 
LAND HOSPITAL RECEIVES 
MALCOM BALDRIGE NATIONAL 
QUALITY AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Memorial Hermann Sugar Land 
Hospital for receiving the Malcom Baldrige Na-
tional Quality Award. 

This prestigious award is given by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce through the Na-

tional Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST). It is the nation’s highest Presidential 
honor for sustainable excellence through vi-
sionary leadership, organizational alignment, 
systemic improvement and innovation. Memo-
rial Hermann Sugar Land Hospital received 
this award thanks to ranking among the top 10 
percent for its emergency center arrival-to-dis-
charge time, compliance with regulations to re-
duce medication errors, bed turnaround times, 
radiology and laboratory result turnaround 
times, and the use of computerized physician 
order entry. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Memorial Hermann Sugar Land Hospital for 
receiving the Malcom Baldrige National Quality 
Award. We all benefit from their commitment 
to quality healthcare and we thank them for 
their hard work to keep Houstonians healthy. 

f 

WAYZATA BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY 
WIN IT ALL 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Wayzata Boys Cross Country 
team for winning the Minnesota High School 
State Championship. 

The Trojans capped off their championship 
season with a strong team finish. Wayzata, led 
by junior Khalid Hussein, had five runners 
placing among the top 22 finishers in the state 
championship race. The diligence of each indi-
vidual runner as well as the dedication of their 
coach, Mark Popp, is responsible for this 
team-wide success. 

Everyone knows that cross country requires 
countless hours of practice and preparation. 
It’s a sport that requires both mental and 
physical endurance and these outstanding stu-
dent-athletes should be commended for their 
excellence. 

Balancing school and athletics is not an 
easy task. It takes focus. It takes dedication. 
And, it takes hard work both in and out of the 
classroom as they continually make strides to 
improve their craft. The families, teachers, 
friends, and the entire community are very 
proud of the Wayzata Boys’ Cross Country 
team. Congratulations on being state champs. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CARLOS CURBELO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I un-
fortunately missed a vote during a vote series 
on 12/1/16. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yea on Roll Call No. 594. 
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HONORING WESTCHESTER HIS-

PANIC LAW ENFORCEMENT AS-
SOCIATION 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the brave men 
and women who protect us every day as 
members of law enforcement are truly New 
York’s Finest. For the last 20 years in West-
chester County, The Westchester Hispanic 
Law Enforcement Association has dedicated 
itself to making a difference in the community, 
by paving the way for the future leaders in law 
enforcement who will someday serve and pro-
tect their communities with great honor. 

The Mission of the Westchester Hispanic 
Law Enforcement Association (WHLEA) has 
been to ‘‘build an organization that will with-
stand the test of time.’’ The pledge of their 
founding members to make a difference has 
been lived up to for two decades by members 
who work tirelessly to improve conditions for 
those less fortunate. The Association prides 
itself on representing those who for too long 
have remained disenfranchised, and left to do 
for themselves. Their commitment to keeping 
vigil over those in our communities whose 
voices and concerns have all too often fallen 
upon deaf ears has left a lasting impact on the 
lives of countless people. 

Above all though, the Association’s mission 
is to pave the way for future generations, sons 
and daughters who someday may choose the 
Honorable profession of law enforcement as a 
way of serving their communities. By working 
to inspire, instruct and create the future lead-
ers of law enforcement throughout West-
chester County, the WHLEA has provided a 
great service to the community. Congratula-
tions to their members on 20 years. 

f 

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE TOP CON-
TESTANT FOR COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate San Jacinto College of Houston, 
TX for being named a top-10 finalist for the 
2017 Aspen Prize for Community College Ex-
cellence. 

The Aspen Prize for Community College Ex-
cellence has nominated the top-notch commu-
nity colleges in the country regarding student 
learning, certificate and degree completion, 
employment and earnings for graduates and 
accessibility and success of minority and lower 
income students. San Jacinto was recognized 
because of its extreme focus on supporting 
and working with students to ensure they are 
the most equipped to find a job and prepare 
for life after graduation. Between 2007 and 
2015, the number of certificates and associate 
degrees San Jacinto College has awarded has 
increased by an impressive 140 percent. The 
winner of the $1 million prize will be an-
nounced in March. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 

to San Jacinto College for being named a top- 
10 finalist for the Aspen Prize for Community 
College Excellence. We are very proud of their 
strong commitment to prepare students for life 
after graduation. Keep up the good work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRUCE MULHEARN 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Mr. Bruce 
Mulhearn on his 50th Anniversary in the real 
estate industry and helping individuals, fami-
lies, and businesses to achieve the American 
dream. Mr. Mulhearn immigrated to the United 
States via New Zealand in 1958. After working 
in leather tanneries and pipe manufacturing 
plants, he obtained his realty license and 
began work for the Apple Valley Land & De-
velopment Co., selling vacant home sites in 
the High Desert, California. Thereafter he 
served honorably in the United States Army 
for two years. 

In 1967, Bruce and his wife Tomazina 
opened Bruce Mulhearn Inc., Realtors in a 
600 square foot office and began their journey 
to build a company. The company grew to 
eight offices and several hundred agents, and 
by 1969, Mr. Mulhearn founded Castlehead 
Escrow Company as an insurance brokerage, 
a real estate school, new home development 
and a mortgage brokerage operation. Within 
twenty years the company was one of the 
leading firms in all of Southern California. 

He went on to become a Senior lecturer for 
both the National Association of Realtors and 
the California Association of Realtors. Mr. 
Mulhearn was deeply involved in creating the 
Certified Residential Broker and Certified Resi-
dential Specialist designations for the industry. 
The company continued to grow and prosper 
adding various affiliates and branch offices. 

In 2014, a merge resulted in the creation of 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California 
Properties, with Bruce Mulhearn still the Presi-
dent and with his joint venture owners oper-
ating over twenty offices, doing business in 
five counties with thousands of transactions 
per year. After weathering five economic 
storms during that time frame, with interest 
rates soaring to as much as 24 percent includ-
ing the Great Recession most recently, this is 
indeed a remarkable enterprise. 

I applaud Mr. Bruce Mulhearn on his vision 
and on creating opportunities for many others 
within the real estate industry. I am delighted 
to join in celebration of this important 50th An-
niversary milestone. 

f 

HONORING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CHI ST. JOSEPH 
HEALTH 

HON. BILL FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 80th anniversary of the founding of 
CHI St. Joseph Health of Bryan, Texas, and 
the 100th anniversary of the Sisters of St. 

Francis of Sylvania, Ohio. CHI St. Joseph 
Health is a healthcare leader in the Brazos 
Valley, drawing upon the rich legacy of the 
Sisters of St. Francis. 

In 1936, the Sisters purchased Bryan Hos-
pital and immediately began investing in im-
provements, making CHI St. Joseph part of its 
growing nation-wide healthcare ministry. The 
Sisters grew the small Bryan hospital into a 
major regional health system with five hos-
pitals, two long-term care facilities, more than 
30 clinics, and an exceptional physician net-
work that is 250 physicians strong. The Sis-
ters’ investment has given CHI St. Joseph the 
privilege of caring for more patients, delivering 
more babies, and introducing more advance-
ments in healthcare that any other provider in 
the region. 

In 2014, through Supreme guidance and 
ministry, the Sisters pursued sponsorship with 
Catholic Health Initiatives, one of the largest 
healthcare systems in the nation. The Sisters 
believed this move would help CHI St. Joseph 
continue to thrive in a complex and ever- 
changing healthcare environment. 

The 80th anniversary of CHI St. Joseph and 
the 100th anniversary of the Sisters of St. 
Francis are being celebrated by current and 
former CHI St. Joseph leaders, Sisters of St. 
Francis leadership, the Board of Directors, 
physicians, administration, team members with 
more than 25 years of tenure, the entire St. 
Joseph’s team, and all of the Brazos Valley. 
Their hard work and dedication to improve 
their communities should be both appreciated 
and celebrated. 

I, along with the residents of the 17th Con-
gressional District, commend CHI St. Joseph’s 
and the Sisters of Sylvania for their 80 years 
of unwavering commitment, dedication, and 
contributions to the Brazos Valley. All of us 
also wish them great success in the future. 

As I close, I ask everyone to continue pray-
ing for our country, and for our military and 
first responders who selflessly serve and sac-
rifice to protect us. God bless important institu-
tions like CHI St. Joseph’s and God Bless 
America. 

f 

CONGRATS TO EDINA GIRLS’ 
CROSS COUNTRY 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to offer 
a big congratulations to the Edina Girls’ Cross 
Country team for winning the Minnesota High 
School State Championship. 

After winning it all last year, the Hornets 
were determined to defend their state title. In 
the final race, Edina put forward a great team 
effort with runners from all four grades placing 
for points, including three runners in the top 
10 and five in the top 20. Led by senior cap-
tain Amanda Mosborg, the team was able to 
fend off its rivals and repeat as champs. 

Cross country requires countless hours, and 
miles, of training and discipline. As the father 
of cross-country runners myself, I’ve seen 
firsthand the time and commitment it takes, 
from the challenging practices to the faraway 
travel to daylong meets, all while juggling aca-
demics and other obligations. These girls, 
along with Coach Matt Gabrielson, saw their 
dedication pay off with their victory. 
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Mr. Speaker, after winning the champion-

ship last year, the Edina Girls’ Cross Country 
team didn’t let up and came back to win it 
again. Congratulations to the runners, coach-
es, and parents on an excellent season. Our 
community is proud. Go Hornets. 

f 

ROBERT ROBBINS NAMED HOUS-
TON’S INTERNATONAL CITIZEN 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Robert C. Robbins, M.D. for 
being named Houston’s 2016 International Cit-
izen of the Year. 

The World Affairs Council of Greater Hous-
ton awarded Robert the International Citizen of 
the Year award for his partnership with the 
Texas Medical Center (TMC) and his vision 
and energetic efforts to engage with biotech 
leaders, investors and other stakeholders from 
around the world. Robert is an internationally 
recognized cardiac surgeon and joined the 
TMC as president and CEO in 2012. His ex-
pertise is in the surgical treatment of conges-
tive heart failure and cardiothoracic transplan-
tation and his research expands from cardiac 
transplant allograft to bioengineering blood 
vessels and automated vascular anastomotic 
devices. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Robert C. Robbins, M.D. for being recog-
nized as Houston’s 2016 International Citizen 
of the Year. We benefit from his medical skills 
and commitment to quality care. We look for-
ward to his future accomplishments. 

f 

U.S. ECONOMY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, this morning, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor released its November jobs re-
port detailing the state of the U.S. workforce 
and employment throughout our nation. Ac-
cording to the report, the unemployment rate 
declined to its lowest point since August 2007, 
falling from 4.9 percent to 4.6 percent unem-
ployment last month. U.S. employers also 
added 178,000 jobs to the economy—pointing 
to strength and stability throughout the coun-
try. 

Our growing economy and burgeoning work-
force is a testament to President Obama’s 
policies and efforts to put Americans back to 
work by reversing years of damage caused by 
President Bush and the regressive policies of 
the right. President Obama has helped to 
steer us to the lowest period of unemployment 
in nine years, despite having to face the most 
serious economic downturn since the Great 
Depression and the most divided Congress 
this nation has seen in recent years. Busi-
nesses have been able to add 15.6 million 
jobs since early 2010 and this growth can en-
dure as long as we continue to enact policies 

and embrace a culture that favors everyday 
men and women, and not just a select few. 

As we inch closer to President-elect 
Trump’s administration and a Congress domi-
nated by Republicans in the House and Sen-
ate, I will continue to encourage the new Ad-
ministration and my colleagues in Congress to 
stay on our current path of creating jobs and 
decreasing unemployment for all Americans. If 
we reverse course by handing out billions of 
dollars in tax breaks to only the largest cor-
porations and the wealthiest Americans, gut-
ting public programs and social safety nets, or 
slashing spending on research and develop-
ment, then our economic growth will surely 
stall. 

Mr. Speaker, our nation is at an important 
crossroad. The transition to this new adminis-
tration and Republican-controlled Congress 
poses new opportunities and even greater 
challenges. Will we choose to continue on the 
path to prosperity? Or will President-elect 
Trump and the Republican majority work to re-
verse all of the progress that we have 
achieved for everyday Americans by instead 
favoring the super wealthy and the biggest 
corporations? Only time will tell, although it is 
imperative that we look to these gains 
throughout our economy over these eight 
years and work to continue that trend. Any-
thing less would be an insult to the American 
people and a devastating step in the wrong di-
rection after coming so far. 

f 

HONORING ANN MURO 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, those special indi-
viduals who dedicate their lives to improving 
the community have the power to transform 
lives for the better. In Yonkers, no one has 
had a more transformative effect than my 
friend, Ann Muro, an amazing public servant 
who has dedicated her life to helping others. 
Ann grew up in the Colonial Heights section of 
Yonkers and attended Annunciation School 
and Maria Regina High School. She then went 
on to Mercy College, where she received her 
degree in Behavioral Psychology. Always 
wanting to help people, Ann became a Social 
Worker for the County of Westchester and 
served on the steering committee for the im-
plementation of the Medicaid Program into 
Westchester County. She also served as a 
Community Affairs Specialist for the West-
chester County Human Rights Commission 
and as an Employment Specialist for the Yon-
kers Employment Center. In addition to her 
professional work helping others, Ann has also 
been extremely active in the community during 
her personal time. She serves as President of 
the Exchange Club of Yonkers; Board Member 
of PAL; President of the Crestwood Tenants 
Association; former Board Member of the Yon-
kers Chamber of Commerce; former Board 
Member of the American Cancer Society, and 
this is just a small fraction of her involvement. 
A published writer, Ann is also in the process 
of writing two books and is also an accom-
plished poet. 

This year, the Yonkers Exchange Club is 
honoring Ann for all of her incredible work and 
contributions in the community. I want to con-

gratulate her on this wonderful honor and 
thank her on behalf of the 16th Congressional 
District. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT D. 
ESCALANTE 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to success-
ful business owner Robert D. Escalante. Mr. 
Escalante is the owner of Custom Auto Serv-
ice in my district. For decades the Packard 
Motor Car marketed some of America’s most 
prestigious cars. Custom Auto Service special-
izes in rebuilding and selling Packard Auto-
mobiles. This year, Custom Auto Service and 
the Packard Automobile are celebrating their 
Golden Anniversary in Santa Ana, California; 
50 years of dedication to the ‘‘American 
Dream’’ car—the PACKARD. Custom Auto 
Service also recently entered into a public-pri-
vate partnership with other businesses to help 
establish a four-block development zone na-
tionally known as Fiesta Marketplace. Its pur-
pose is to help nurture the surrounding com-
munity in Santa Ana. 

We give thanks to businesses like Custom 
Auto Service for doing their part to lift up our 
district. This small business is a reflection of 
what’s in the heart of America and I thank Mr. 
Robert Escalante for his tremendous dedica-
tion. 

f 

PEARLAND 6U AMERICAN FORCE 
BASEBALL TEAM WINS WORLD 
TITLE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 6U American Force baseball 
team from Pearland, TX for winning the United 
States Specialty Sports Association Baseball 
World Series title in Dallas. 

After going 3–0 in the pool play, the team 
was a Number 2 seed going into the first 
round of the tournament. From there American 
Force went undefeated in the tournament 
earning the championship title. The American 
Force coaches are Ruben Ramirez, James 
Turrubiartes, Tino Arredondo, Junior Vasques, 
Bryan White, and Cliff Santellana. Most Valu-
able Player (MVP) of the championship game 
was Alex Vasques and Offensive MVP was 
given to Thomas Turrubiartes. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the 6U American Force team for their ac-
complishments. We wish them success in fu-
ture baseball seasons and look forward to 
rooting for them next year. Pearland, Texas is 
proud of them. 
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