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RECOGNIZING THE NORTHWEST IN-
DIANA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA’S 
75TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I rise to rec-
ognize the Northwest Indiana Symphony Or-
chestra upon its 75th anniversary. In honor of 
this momentous occasion, the Northwest Indi-
ana Symphony Orchestra is hosting a com-
memorative gala that will feature its signature 
Holiday Pops concert on Thursday, December 
8, 2016 at the Star Plaza Theatre in 
Merrillville, Indiana. 

The Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra 
humbly originated in 1941 as a vision from 
cello instructor Arthur Zack, who hailed from 
Gary, Indiana. Using the Gary Post-Tribune as 
a means to recruit performers, Zack led twen-
ty-six musicians for the group’s first rehearsal. 
From this foundation, the roster flourished, 
and the first concert was performed on De-
cember 7, 1941, at Seaman Hall of City Meth-
odist Church in Gary. Regrettably, news of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor was received prior to 
the start of the performance, which prompted 
Zack to open the concert with a heart-felt ren-
dition of ‘‘The Star-Spangled Banner’’ on the 
piano. With reverence to the importance of 
that decision, the Northwest Indiana Sym-
phony Orchestra will commence its 75th anni-
versary concert with the national anthem. 

While remaining with the organization for 
several more years, Zack’s perseverance and 
energy helped shape and establish the group, 
then known as the Gary Symphony. Over the 
years, its musicians have delighted audiences 
with their performances at various churches 
and schools throughout Northwest Indiana. In 
1972, the members reorganized as the North-
west Indiana Symphony Orchestra and contin-
ued to host concerts at area high schools. 

The Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra 
held its first performance at the Star Plaza 
Theatre in September of 1981, the same 
venue at which the outstanding musicians per-
formed their first concert in November of 1982. 
The following year, the Northwest Indiana 
Symphony Orchestra branded the Star Plaza 
Theatre as its home concert hall, although 
they still remained true to their roots by per-
forming at other local venues in the commu-
nity, including a series of outdoor concerts. 

The Northwest Indiana Symphony is now 
comprised of the Northwest Indiana Symphony 
Orchestra, the Northwest Indiana Symphony 
Youth Orchestra, the Northwest Indiana Sym-
phony Chorus, and the Women’s Association. 
The Orchestra takes pride in its dedication to 
encouraging youth to broaden their knowledge 
and appreciation of music through educational 
programs. 

Since its inception, scores of distinguished 
and renowned musicians and entertainers 
from around the world have featured their tal-

ents alongside the orchestra. Well-known 
names in music, such as Benny Goodman, 
Dizzy Gillespie, Doc Severinsen and the To-
night Show Band, and Roger Williams, have 
performed as guest artists over the years. 

For the last 75 years, the Northwest Indiana 
Symphony Orchestra has entertained and en-
chanted audiences with their executions of 
both classical and contemporary music. Their 
faithful devotion to promoting the arts in North-
west Indiana has provided accessibility to cul-
tural and enriching opportunities for excep-
tional musical performances to all local resi-
dents. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating and celebrating the Northwest Indiana 
Symphony Orchestra on its 75th anniversary. 
Northwest Indiana is grateful and proud to be 
home to the brilliantly talented members of 
this organization, and for their outstanding 
gifts, leadership, and service, these members 
are worthy of the highest praise. 

f 

HONORING GARY A. ROSEMA, OT-
TAWA COUNTY SHERIFF, ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate my friend, Sheriff 
Gary Rosema, on his retirement from the Ot-
tawa County Sheriff’s Office. 

After graduating from the FBI National 
Academy, Gary Rosema began his career in 
law enforcement in 1973 as a patrol officer for 
the Coopersville Police Department. One year 
later, he joined the Ottawa County Sheriff’s 
Department as a deputy and achieved the 
rank of detective in 1981. In 1993, Gary 
Rosema was elected to serve as Ottawa 
County’s sheriff. 

Sheriff Rosema has dedicated his career to 
providing the highest quality law enforcement 
service to the residents and communities in 
Ottawa County. His relentless work for the 
community includes serving as chairman of 
Michigan’s Council on Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice Initiatives and Chair of the 
Operations Board of Directors for the West 
Michigan Enforcement Team, which is a multi- 
jurisdictional drug enforcement task force. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Second Dis-
trict of Michigan, we thank Sheriff Gary 
Rosema for his 43 years of service to West 
Michigan and to our nation. 

HONORING THE FAIRFIELD AREA 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ SOCCER 
TEAM 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I proudly 
honor my constituents, the Fairfield Area High 
School Girls’ Soccer team, for earning the 
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Associa-
tion Class 1A championship. These young 
women have brought home the first state team 
sports title in Fairfield’s history. 

The Green Knights defeated District VII 
Champion, Shady Side, in a 9–4 victory at 
Hersheypark Stadium on November 18, 2016. 
The Green Knights finished the season with a 
25–1 record and scored 27 goals in four state 
playoff games, including two nine-goal per-
formances. 

For a team from a small community, the 
Green Knights had an army of loyal sup-
porters. I extend my congratulations to head 
coach Phomma Phanhthy, and the school offi-
cials, family and friends who supported these 
young women on this incredible journey. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late the Fairfield Area High School Girls’ Soc-
cer team on the hard work and dedication that 
led to their 2016 State Championship. 

f 

HONORING MOTHER IRENE L. 
GARY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable person, 
Mrs. Irene L. Gary. 

Mrs. Irene L. Gary affectionately known as 
‘‘Julie’’ was born on September 5, 1930 in 
Goodman, Mississippi to the late Ozzie Lloyd 
and Essie Long. She received her general 
education from the Georgeville Community. 
She served as a cook for Holmes Community 
College which she loved doing for many 
years. Throughout her career she served in 
the capacity for other businesses until retire-
ment. 

Irene’s spiritual life began when she joined 
Georgeville United Methodist Church in Good-
man, Mississippi. She relocated to Lexington, 
Mississippi where she began to worship at St. 
John C.M.E. Church under the pastorage of 
the late Rev. Larry Blackmon. Later in life she 
joined the Union Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church under the pastorage of Rev. Edward 
Charles Pitchford where she served faithfully 
until her health began to decline. Because of 
her spirit of serving others, she was chosen by 
her pastor to be a part of the Mother’s Board. 
She loved her church, her pastor and his fam-
ily. Irene was a unique individual; you had to 
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know her to understand her and to understand 
her was to love her. 

Irene departed her natural life on August 1, 
2016. Her parents, Ozzie Lloyd and Essie 
Long, her loving sister, Eva Smart, and her 
niece, Carolyn Smart, all preceded her in 
death. Fond memories of her will forever re-
main with her children: Virginia Brown and 
George Gary; a grandson whom she reared 
as her own, Donald Gary, all of Lexington, 
MS; two very dedicated friends Gloria Remus 
and Ruthie Marshall of Lexington, MS; five 
grandchildren; eight great grandchildren; three 
great-great grandchildren; a God grand-
daughter, Sade Melton; nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and neighbors whom she loved; fam-
ily and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Irene L. Gary, for her dedi-
cation to the community. 

f 

COMMENDING THE 2016 BEST OF 
BRADDOCK RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the recipients of the 2016 Best of Brad-
dock Awards, presented by the Braddock Dis-
trict Council of Community Associations. 
These awards are given annually to deserving 
individuals, organizations, and companies in 
the Braddock Magisterial District of Fairfax 
County, Virginia, who have demonstrated an 
outstanding commitment to our community. I 
am pleased to join the Braddock District Coun-
cil of Community Associations in recognizing 
the following Recipients of the 2016 Best of 
Braddock Awards: 

CITIZENS OF THE YEAR 
Casey McCollum, Olde Forge/Surrey 

Square Civic Association. For 10 years, Ms. 
McCollum has worked with A Forever Home 
Rescue Foundation, providing safe and loving 
care for foster dogs, including pregnant dogs 
and those rescued from puppy mills and inhu-
mane conditions. Her dedication and uncondi-
tional love for the dogs she fosters helps pre-
pare them for their adoptive families and for-
ever homes. 

Glen Erickson-Bell, Chapel Hill Civic Asso-
ciation. Mr. Erickson-Bell is the ‘‘Steward of 
Oak Hill Park.’’ When efforts to engage park 
personnel were fruitless, he took it upon him-
self to contact Friends of Accotink Creek for 
guidance. These efforts led to the formation of 
the Friends of Oak Hill Park which led efforts 
to clear the trails and clean up the trash so 
that residents were able to once again enjoy 
Oak Hill. 

Young Person of the Year: Bonnibelle 
Bishop. Since elementary school, Ms. Bishop 
has been involved in community service. She 
has traveled throughout the Commonwealth 
promoting her anti-bullying platform and par-
ticipated in events for TAPS (Tragedy Assist-
ance Program for Survivors.) She also has do-
nated her time to various events in support of 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) includ-
ing its Children’s Hospital. 
CLUBS OR ORGANIZATIONS MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE 

BRADDOCK DISTRICT 
Holy Spirit Transportation Ministry. Richard 

and Maly Chobot formed the Transportation 

Ministry at Holy Spirit Church to help those 
who need rides to medical appointments or 
procedures. The entirely volunteer group pro-
vides a service that makes a difference in the 
everyday lives of members in the community. 

Boy Scout Troop 1965. In the past year, the 
40 Scouts of Troop 1965 have collectively 
completed more than 800 hours of service 
projects ranging from conservation projects to 
construction projects throughout the area. The 
members of Troop 1965 continue to serve 
those around them and the greater Braddock 
District. 

Staff, Volunteers and Friends of Kings Park 
Library. With the closure of Pohick Library for 
renovation, the Kings Park Library has seen 
an exponential increase in usage. The dedi-
cated staff, volunteers, and friends of Kings 
Park Library have worked together to meet the 
increased demand without sacrificing service, 
making Kings Park one of the most cherished 
libraries in the county. 

Friends of Oak Hill Park. Instead of sitting 
back and waiting for someone else to solve a 
community problem, the Friends of Oak Hill 
Park took matters into their own hands. They 
united the communities surrounding Oak Hill 
Park and launched extensive clean-up and 
restoration projects, transforming it into a wel-
coming parkland for all to enjoy. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
Paula McKinley, Olde Forge/Surrey Square 

Civic Association. While many celebrate Me-
morial Day and July 4th with picnics and pa-
rades, Ms. McKinley personally purchased 
more than 800 U.S. flags and oversaw their 
installation, ensuring that we remember our 
history and honor those who gave their lives 
for us all. 

Ron Luxenburg, Lake Braddock. The winter 
of 2015/16 was one for the record books. 
While most of us were home stranded, waiting 
for the plows to arrive, Mr. Luxenburg plowed 
his entire cul-de-sac, as well as his neighbors’ 
driveways and sidewalks without being asked 
or paid. These efforts truly exhibit Mr. 
Luxenburg’s generosity and passion for serv-
ing others. 

Don Wallace. Mr. Wallace sits on the board 
of Food for Others and since 2008, has ac-
tively worked to educate the community about 
the need to donate food for thousands of 
Northern Virginians who might otherwise go 
hungry. He has personally organized the col-
lection and transfer of donated food to the 
Food for Others warehouse. His efforts have 
resulted in more than 9 tons of food being do-
nated to this worthwhile organization. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating these outstanding individuals 
and organizations and also in thanking them 
for their service to our community. Their ef-
forts and leadership have been a great benefit 
to the Braddock District and are deserving of 
our highest praise. 

f 

HONORING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HANOVER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I offer my 
sincere thanks and congratulations to the Han-

over Fire Department in Pennsylvania on its 
200th Anniversary. 

The collective accomplishments of the staff 
and volunteers of the Hanover Fire Depart-
ment truly are exceptional. Over the last 200 
years, the Department’s men and women 
helped to save countless lives and properties, 
and have made the Hanover area a safer and 
better place in which to live and work. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I thank and congratulate 
the Hanover Fire Department on its 200th An-
niversary and wish them continued great suc-
cess and service in the years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEBBIE SHEDDEN 

HON. DAVID P. ROE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Debbie Shedden who is 
the current President of the Tennessee School 
Boards Association. Debbie has been active at 
the local, state, and national levels of edu-
cation for several years. She was named the 
Tennessee School Board Member of the Year 
in 2011 and received the Premier Ambassador 
Award from Tennessee School Boards Asso-
ciation in 2013 and 2014. In 2016 Tennessee 
Education Commissioner Dr. Candice 
McQueen reappointed Debbie to the Ten-
nessee Task Force on Student Testing and 
Assessment. Debbie is also actively involved 
in the Rogersville Rotary Club and the Interact 
Club at Cherokee High School. 

Debbie has dedicated herself to serving the 
students and communities of Hawkins County 
and Tennessee. I am proud to recognize 
Debbie for her commitment and work to im-
proving education in Tennessee. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. MELISSA 
KEESEE FOR HER SERVICE 

HON. DENNIS A. ROSS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a great American on her retirement from 
federal service. Mrs. Melissa L. Keesee, Para-
legal Specialist, U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 
(SOJA), MacDill AFB, Florida, is retiring after 
over 37 years of distinguished and dedicated 
federal service, the last 22 years serving in 
SOJA. 

Mrs. Keesee began her journey in federal 
service as a U.S. Army Civilian clerk with U.S. 
Southern Command, Republic of Panama. 
She then became a U.S. Air Force Civilian as 
secretary, U.S. Readiness Command, MacDill 
AFB, FL. She is a plank owner in U.S. Special 
Operations Command (USSOCOM) as she 
transitioned into the standup of the command 
as a secretary, U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand, MacDill AFB, FL. She then traveled to 
Texas where she was a secretary with Air 
Education Training Command, Randolph AFB, 
TX and a secretary with Headquarters, U.S. 
Air Force Recruiting Service, Randolph AFB, 
TX. Before returning to MacDill AFB, she be-
came a secretary with the 81st Training Wing 
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(AETC), Keesler AFB, MS. At MacDill AFB for 
the second time, she rejoined USSOCOM as 
a secretary with J3 (operations) then moved to 
SOJA. Mrs. Keesee has touched countless 
people in her tenure with SOJA. Notable alum-
ni of SOJA that she has worked with include 
three U.S. Attorneys, several General Officers 
in the Army, including a former The Judge Ad-
vocate of the Army (TJAG), and numerous 
prominent local jurists and attorneys. 

Her talent and dedication to duty were rec-
ognized with her award of one of the first Joint 
Civilian Service Commendation Medals to be 
awarded at USSOCOM. In 2008, the Air Force 
Judge Advocate Corps recognized her as the 
prestigious Harold R. Vague Award Winner 
(the most outstanding civilian paralegal in the 
Air Force). In that same year, SOJA recog-
nized her with the Major General William Gar-
rison Award. This award recognizes ‘‘signifi-
cant contributions to advancement of the rule 
of law in the Special Operations community.’’ 
Mrs. Keesee has been a critical part of 
USSOCOM from its early beginnings and has 
served with all USSOCOM SJAs (SOJAs) in 
her time with USSOCOM. 

Always professional and going above and 
beyond, Mrs. Keesee has been an invaluable 
continuity in the high speed office of SOJA. 
Melissa has touched and helped countless 
SOF JAGs and legal personnel in her federal 
career. She truly is a ‘‘Quiet Professional’’. 
Her country and home state are thankful and 
proud. I wish Melissa and her husband of 25 
years, Rick, along with their daughter, Jessica, 
Godspeed in retirement and justly deserved 
personal time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAJOR JAMIE M. 
GLINES 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize those men and women who have 
served this great Nation with honor, men such 
as Major Jamie M. Glines, United States Ma-
rine Corps. 

For the past year, Major Glines, call sign 
‘‘Banana’’, served on my staff as a Congres-
sional Defense Fellow. A graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy, Major Glines is 
a proud Marine Corps Aviator. During his as-
signment, he provided senior-level guidance 
for defense, veterans, foreign affairs and intel-
ligence matters. Major Glines executed his 
work as a liaison to the constituents of the 
First District and the numerous defense instal-
lations in the First District with distinction. 

Furthermore, he provided exceptional sup-
port to me as my staff liaison to the House 
Armed Services Committee in my roles as the 
Readiness Subcommittee Chairman, the Co- 
Chair of the Congressional Shipbuilding Cau-
cus, and the Chairman of the United States 
Naval Academy’s Board of Visitors. 

Major Glines directly contributed to my goal 
of providing excellent constituent service to 
the people of the First District. He was respon-
sible for bringing numerous constituent inquir-
ies to a successful conclusion and he was 
able to leverage his personal and operational 
experience in the Marine Corps to respond to 
the most challenging inquiries. 

In addition to his efforts on behalf of the 
First District, Major Glines took on projects 
with regional, state and national implications, 
demonstrating his ability to view a challenge 
from many angles and develop innovative so-
lutions often requiring collaboration across 
many levels of government. 

Major Glines’s work ethic, duty to mission, 
and commitment to servant leadership is with-
out equal. I believe that his personal drive to 
achieve excellence in his work has and will set 
a very high standard for his peers. 

I would also like to thank Major Glines for 
the service and sacrifice he has made, and 
continues to make, for our Nation and our 
great Marine Corps. His keen sense of honor, 
impeccable integrity, boundless work ethic, 
humor and loyal devotion to duty earned him 
the respect and admiration of my staff and the 
First District of Virginia. As an UH–1Y Huey 
pilot with over 2,000 flight hours, Major Glines 
completed multiple deployments in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom, and served as 
an instructor at the Marine Aviation Weapons 
and Tactics Squadron. Major Glines is headed 
to Marine Corps Aviation in the Pentagon 
where he will continue to work on Congres-
sional matters. I have no doubt that Major 
Glines will continue to serve the Marine Corps 
honorably and with distinction. 

I wish him, his wife Elise, and his children 
Arlene, Jordan, Michael, and Zoe the best of 
luck as they continue their journey together as 
a Marine family. It was an honor and a pleas-
ure having him serve on my staff. We all can 
sleep soundly at night knowing that men and 
women like Major Jamie Glines are members 
of our all-volunteer force and they stand ready 
to defend our country and take the fight to our 
enemies; far away from their families and the 
comforts of the United States of America. 

Major Jamie Glines, thank you. Best of luck 
to you and God bless you, your family, and all 
the Marines you are charged with leading. 
Semper Fi. 

f 

HONORING MRS. LINDA BERMAN 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Mrs. Linda Berman, a dedicated volun-
teer for the Democratic Party and resident of 
Amherst, New York. Linda’s tireless service is 
recognized today by her friends on the Am-
herst Democratic Committee. A member of the 
Committee since 2005, Linda and her son 
David have committed countless hours to fur-
ther Democratic causes in our community. 

Linda was introduced to politics in 2003, 
when she met Mark Poloncarz. Linda and her 
son David joined Mark to campaign for John 
Kerry’s bid for the presidency. The three polit-
ical volunteers established the group ‘‘Demo-
crats for Progress’’ in 2005. That same year 
Mark Poloncarz sought the office of Erie 
County Comptroller, so Linda and David 
worked diligently to support his efforts. 

In 2005, Linda joined the Amherst Demo-
cratic Committee, where she remains involved 
in to this day. In her capacity as a volunteer, 
she worked on every facet of Democratic poli-
tics: chairing events, service as a Zone Lead-
er, running phone banks and other important 
service on campaigns. 

Of particular note are Linda’s efforts to elect 
Mark Poloncarz as Erie County Executive in 
2011. Her experience earned her an appoint-
ment as a delegate in 2012 for the Democratic 
National Convention, where she traveled to 
North Carolina to support the nomination of in-
cumbent President Barack Obama. 

Before her involvement in politics, Linda and 
her husband were the owners of Masterline, a 
successful small business on Sheridan Drive 
that sold hair pieces. After selling the busi-
ness, Linda worked for five years at the Buf-
falo Jewish Center. Next she brought her skills 
to the business office of the Williamsville Cen-
tral School District, a position she held for fif-
teen years before her retirement in July of 
2008. 

Linda shares her passion for politics with 
her beloved son David, who has unwaveringly 
supported his mother and her efforts every 
step of the way. Over the years, he has 
walked in parades, knocked on doors, and 
participated in a number of Democratic cam-
paigns. Their bond as a family and commit-
ment to serving Democrats in Western New 
York is truly honorable. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to honor Mrs. Linda Berman and 
her admirable dedication to Democratic poli-
tics. Linda’s commitment, which she instilled in 
her son David, is exceptional, and she is most 
deserving of this recognition by the Amherst 
Democratic Committee. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NEELAM CANTO– 
LUGO FOR RECEIVING THE VEGA 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
AWARD 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and commend Neelam Canto- 
Lugo for her extraordinary service to the peo-
ple of Nepal. Through her volunteer work with 
the Women Development Advocacy Center, 
Neelam provided entrepreneurial training to 
Nepalese youth, women, and community orga-
nizers. Upon her return to the States, Neelam 
has continued her important work with the or-
ganization, supporting its digital literacy and 
micro-enterprise acceleration projects. To 
date, Neelam has raised $9,800 and has re-
ceived a donation of eleven computers, which 
will provide greater opportunity to economi-
cally disadvantaged women and empower 
rural entrepreneurs. 

On behalf of the people of California’s 3rd 
Congressional District, please accept my sin-
cere congratulations as well as my best wish-
es for the future. 

f 

ARVADA HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Arvada High 
School for their creative and unique mobile 
application (app) that was entered in the 2016 
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Congressional App Challenge. As first-time 
participants in the challenge, teams from Ar-
vada HS built an app to assist students in lo-
cating their lockers, giving the school a wel-
coming environment for new students and in-
coming freshmen. 

The students of Arvada High School spent 
countless hours and used numerous tools to 
learn about coding, further advancing their 
STEM education. Each team built their app in 
less than three months which shows their per-
severance and dedication to this challenge 
and exemplifies the character and determina-
tion the faculty instills in the students at the 
school. One of the teams at the school won 
the ‘‘Rookie of the Year’’ award which further 
demonstrates their hard work on this project. 

I am proud of Arvada High School for their 
dedication and school spirit in this endeavor. I 
am certain the students in this school will ex-
hibit the same dedication and character in all 
of their future accomplishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
on Roll Call No. 601 on suspending the rules 
and passing H.R. 5015—the Combat-Injured 
Veterans Tax Fairness Act, I am not recorded 
because I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted YEA. 

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 602 on sus-
pending the rules and passing H.R. 6427—the 
Creating Financial Prosperity for Businesses 
and Investors Act, I am not recorded because 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA. 

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 603 on sus-
pending the rules and passing House Amend-
ment to S. 1635—the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, I am not recorded because I was 
unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT HURT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. HURT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted yea on Roll Call No. 601, 
yea on Roll Call No. 602, and nay on Roll Call 
No. 603. 

f 

NORTHGLENN HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Northglenn 
High School for their creative and unique mo-
bile applications (app) entered in the 2016 
Congressional App Challenge. 

Two student teams from Northglenn High 
School participated in the challenge. The win-

ning app allowed the residents of Northglenn 
to experience their city in virtual reality as a 
way to learn more about the area in which 
they live and its history. The other team devel-
oped an app that provided various filters to 
help showcase clothing. Each team spent 
countless hours and used numerous tools to 
learn about coding, further advancing their 
STEM education. Each team built their app in 
less than three months which shows their per-
severance and dedication to this project. 

I am proud of Northglenn High School for 
their dedication and school spirit in this en-
deavor. I am certain the students in this 
school will exhibit the same dedication and 
character in all of their future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SEN-
ECA HIGH SCHOOL CHEER-
LEADERS ON WINNING BACK-TO- 
BACK STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Seneca High School cheer-
leaders on winning back-to-back state cham-
pionships this past November. 

The Seneca High School Cheerleading 
team competed in the 2A Large Division and 
added this championship to their four previous 
state titles (2007, 2008, 2011, and 2015). The 
Cheerleading State Championship took place 
on Sunday, November 6, 2016, at the Univer-
sity of Missouri in Columbia. 

This state title was coached by Kristi 
Schlessman. Two of her cheerleaders, Rachel 
Wohlenhaus and Tess Hultman, were award-
ed All-State Cheerleader awards. The Seneca 
Cheerleading team has become a dynasty for 
Seneca High School and I would like to ex-
tend my personal congratulations for their 
achievement. On behalf of the 7th District of 
Missouri, I would like to thank them for rep-
resenting our community. 

f 

HONORING WESTHAVEN 
MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Westhaven Funeral 
Home, Utica Branch. 

Westhaven Memorial Funeral Home, Inc. 
was birthed from a partnership between Au-
drey B. Wiley, Freddie L. and Anthony R. 
Davis on February 16, 1996. 

In April of 2002, the first of three additional 
branches came into fruition in Utica, MS. With 
much prayer and supplication, this branch has 
been opened for going on twelve years. This 
mix-use building has been an added asset for 
churches, community gatherings, family gath-
erings and much, much more. 

This location has been beneficial to 
Westhaven as well as their clientele, tax base 
and socially. They have maintained a relation-
ship throughout the community and have been 

able to create jobs and bring about other at-
tributes. 

Westhaven continues to serve Utica and the 
surrounding areas offering: Traditional and 
Personalized Funeral Services; Special Lim-
ousine and Transport Services; Funeral Pro-
gram Design and Printing; Domestic and Inter-
national Shipping; Pre-Plan Funeral Arrange-
ments; Caskets; Vaults and Urns; Notary Pub-
lic; Cremations and Obituaries. 

It is their prayer that they can continue to be 
a blessing to the town of Utica for many years 
to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Westhaven Memorial Funeral 
Home, Utica Branch for its dedication to serv-
ing our great state of Mississippi. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 2016 
CHAIRMAN’S AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Dulles Regional Chamber of Com-
merce for its ongoing dedication to local busi-
nesses and our community and to congratu-
late the 2016 Chairman’s Award recipients. 

The Dulles Regional Chamber of Commerce 
is one of the largest chambers in the Wash-
ington, D.C., metropolitan region and is lo-
cated in one of the largest technology cor-
ridors in the country. It actively supports the 
interest of its members and also supports 
broader initiatives including STEM education, 
workforce initiatives, economic development, 
and local non-profits. 

Each year during the Annual Chairman’s 
Awards Luncheon, the Chamber honors those 
extraordinary businesses, non-profit organiza-
tions, and citizens who have dedicated their 
talents and activities to enhancing our econ-
omy and our community. 

I am pleased to include the names of the 
following recipients of the 2016 Chairman’s 
Awards. 

Service Award: Mr. Paul Karstetter, Stitely & 
Karstetter. 

Committee Chair of the Year: Ms. Sharon 
DeBragga, Mountain View Alternative High 
School. 

Volunteer of the Year: Ms. Andrea Savitch, 
Unique Travel Events. 

Champion Partners: Mr. Doug Downer, HRI 
Associates; Ms. Anna Schneider, Volkswagen 
Group of America; and Mr. Jeff Dick, 
MainStreet Bank. 

Best New Event: Mr. Matt Hurst and Mr. 
Greg Langweg, Hilton Washington Dulles Air-
port for: ‘‘Dished!’’ 

Best New Program: Ms. Angela Inzerillo, Im-
pact Business Solutions and Ms. Robin 
Suomi, Startup Growth for ‘‘Business Suc-
cess.’’ 

Best Committee: Mr. Mike O’Reilly, The 
O’Reilly Law Firm and Mr. Vinay Patel, 
Fairbrook Hotels as co-chairs of the Herndon 
Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending the Dulles Regional Chamber 
of Commerce for its dedication and commit-
ment to our community and in congratulating 
the 2016 Chairman’s Award recipients. I ex-
tend my personal thanks to these businesses 
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and individuals for their many contributions to 
our region’s economic success and quality of 
life. Their contributions are among the many 
reasons why Fairfax County is one of the best 
places in the country in which to live, work, 
and raise a family. I commend them on their 
awards and wish them great success in all fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

BCER GROUP 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud the BCER 
Group for receiving the Colorado Companies 
to Watch Award, an awards program honoring 
second-stage companies for the important role 
they play in Colorado’s economy and entre-
preneurial community. 

The BCER Group is a consulting engineer-
ing firm which provides creative and state-of- 
the-art mechanical, electrical, fire protection, 
life safety, and technology engineering serv-
ices for commercial, institutional, industrial, 
and government projects nationwide. Founded 
in 1994, the BCER Group has grown to three 
offices and 88 employees. Today they are 
known for their ability to make quick decisions, 
take necessary risks, and evolve with the 
ever-changing industry in order to provide 
growth opportunities for their employees, cli-
ents and community. 

The BCER Group was founded on several 
guiding principles such as fostering a fun, 
friendly company environment while still focus-
ing on the serious nature of its work. This 
founding principle as well as its leadership and 
commitment to the community remain at the 
heart of BCER’s culture. The company sup-
ports a variety of charitable organizations in-
cluding the Santa Hause, The Salvation Army, 
Caruso Charities, Whiz Kids Tutoring Pro-
gram, and the Children’s Hospital Burn Camp. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
BCER Group for this well-deserved recognition 
by Colorado Companies to Watch and wish 
them continued success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE RETIREMENT 
OF JIM MILLER 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Jim Miller on the occasion of his retire-
ment as Federal Liaison for the Ohio Public 
Employees Retirement System. 

For well over fifteen years, Jim diligently 
worked as an advocate for Ohio’s public pen-
sion system. By utilizing his unique knowledge 
and experience, Jim proved himself to be a re-
markable asset to both Ohio’s public employ-
ees and elected officials. 

It has been said that Jim has never met a 
stranger. His quick wit, comfort with people 
and passion for his work played a large role 
in his tremendous success. Whether he was 
speaking with the most senior member of 
Congress or a junior staff member, Jim was 

able to relate and connect with them. This 
candor allowed parties to come together in an 
effort to garner meaningful results for bene-
ficiaries and taxpayers alike. 

As Jim transitions to his next stage in life, 
his knowledge and guidance will truly be 
missed, yet few are more deserving of a 
peaceful and relaxing retirement. On behalf of 
Ohio’s 12th Congressional District, I would like 
to thank Jim Miller for his many years of serv-
ice and wish him a happy retirement. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL SONG LENG 
XIONG 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of Colonel Song 
Leng Xiong. Colonel Song Leng Xiong passed 
away peacefully in the presence of his loved 
ones on September 28, 2016 in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. August 14, 2017 would have been 
his 78th birthday. 

Colonel Song Leng Xiong was born in 1939 
in the village of Ban Xoun, Mouang Ped, in 
the Xieng Khouang Province in Laos. He 
began his distinguished military career at the 
age of just 14, when he enlisted in the French 
Army and was selected to attend training in 
South Vietnam, serving as a radio operator 
from 1953 to 1954. From 1956 to 1960, he 
was assigned a battalion to guard Route 7 in 
Muang Xoun, and later led the building of the 
Phou Vieng airfield in his home province. 

After being specially selected to further his 
training in Thailand, in June of 1960, Colonel 
Song Leng Xiong was tasked with selecting 
nearly 600 new recruits to receive special 
training as part of the United States Central 
Intelligence Agency’s Special Guerilla Units. 
Through this program, the CIA recruited thou-
sands of Hmong soldiers and military leaders 
like Colonel Song Leng Xiong to fight against 
the Communist Pathet Lao and North Viet-
namese Army regulars in Laos, working as 
surrogate soldiers of the United States Armed 
Forces. As many as 100,000 Hmong were re-
cruited and trained to serve as these secret 
warriors, bravely battling the North Viet-
namese Army for our country’s cause. 

Colonel Song Leng Xiong fought in many 
battles for our country. In addition to leading 
his own battalion, he personally rescued and 
retrieved over seven American pilots who 
were shot down over Laos. His is one of 
countless stories of Hmong service-members 
and military leaders who protected our country 
through conducting guerrilla actions, guarding 
key installations, gathering intelligence, and 
undertaking rescue missions—all in the name 
of freedom. 

While the Secret War in Laos ended in 
1975, Colonel Song Leng Xiong’s service to 
his people and our country did not. Many refu-
gees of the Secret War sought a better life 
here in the United States. Colonel Song Leng 
Xiong, a refugee himself, chose to stay behind 
and continue helping his fellow refugees in the 
transition. He immigrated to Minneapolis, Min-
nesota in 1993 after the United Nations closed 
the Ban Vinai refugee camp. In Minneapolis, 
Colonel Song Leng Xiong became a leader in 
our community through his service as Chair of 

the Lao-Hmong American Coalition chapter of 
Minnesota. In this role, he and his wife, 
Manichan Xiong, worked to share the stories 
of their community so that all Americans never 
forget their sacrifice. 

I am honored to recognize my constituent 
Colonel Song Leng Xiong for his tremendous 
sacrifices on behalf of our country. We are all 
better off due to his life of service. His dedica-
tion to freedom and to this country will never 
be forgotten. Thank you, Colonel Song Leng 
Xiong, for protecting our country with such 
great distinction, and for the legacy you leave 
of continuing the fight for freedom. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 187TH AIR 
NATIONAL GUARD FIGHTER WING 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, Ala-
bama is a state rich with tradition and legacies 
of excellence. Yet, one that stands out is the 
legacy of military excellence exhibited by the 
187th Air National Guard Fighter Wing, lo-
cated at Dannelly Field in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. 

The 187th Air National Guard Fighter Wing 
has an unparalleled legacy of excellence wor-
thy of praise and worth protecting for the fu-
ture. Currently, the guard unit is a prime can-
didate to fly the new F–35A Lightning II fighter 
jets, known as the Joint Strike Fighter. The 
187th currently flies the oldest F–16s in the 
U.S. Air Force’s inventory; however, it is 
among eighteen Air National Guard units com-
peting for the coveted new aircraft. 

The Alabama delegation in Congress is 
unanimous and steadfast in our support of the 
187th Air National Guard Fighter Wing winning 
this new assignment. Nothing helps us make 
the case more than the long history of out-
standing military service that has been the 
proud legacy of the 187th. 

The 187th Fighter Wing has a proven com-
bat track record and an unparalleled military 
heritage. It is home to the 100th Fighter 
Squadron—the famed ‘‘Red Tails.’’ This 
squadron’s lineage traces back to World War 
II and the renowned Tuskegee Airmen, Amer-
ica’s first black military pilots and support per-
sonnel. 

The 187th benefits from being a key stra-
tegic resource—only five miles from Maxwell 
Air Force Base, and twenty-five minutes flying 
time from Eglin, Tyndall, Hurlburt, and Moody 
Air Force Bases. This presents numerous op-
portunities for joint air-to-air and air-to-ground 
training. F–35 pilots of the 187th may also uti-
lize the electronic ranges on Eglin AFB. This 
is all contingent, however, on the unit being 
outfitted with the new fighter jets. During my 
tenure in office, I have been and will continue 
to be a stalwart advocate for this vital national 
resource located in my district. 

As a Member of the House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, I have a 
unique perspective on the challenges and op-
portunities that confront our nation. I am also 
keenly aware that the world we live in is filled 
with potential threats that are constantly devel-
oping and changing. We have to remain ever 
vigilant and be prepared to not only confront 
ongoing threats but those emerging as well. A 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:06 Dec 07, 2016 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A06DE8.007 E06DEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
30

M
X

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1598 December 6, 2016 
major key to our success requires that we 
maintain air-superiority and provide effective 
air-cover for our men and women deployed in 
combat zones. This is the defining legacy of 
the 187th from World War II to today. 

Given its rich history and superior service to 
this nation, the 187th Air National Guard Fight-
er Wing stands poised and well-equipped to 
bring the next generation of air power to the 
Alabama Air National Guard. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PURSUIT 
OF JUSTICE AND PEACE 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Yogesh Varhade and his pursuit of 
social justice. His hero, Bhimrao Ramji 
Ambedkar, died 60 years ago today. 
Ambedkar inspired the Dalit Buddhist Move-
ment in India, campaigned against social dis-
crimination of the Dalit caste, supported the 
rights of women and laborers, and was ap-
pointed first Minister of Law and Justice in 
India in 1947. 

In honor of Dr. Ambedkar, Mr. Varhade 
founded the Ambedkar Center for Justice and 
Peace, a non-governmental organization, 
which has a headquarters in Kingston, PA. For 
the last 25 years Mr. Varhade dedicated him-
self to addressing issues of child labor, bond-
ed labor, prostitution, human trafficking, and 
caste-based discrimination as they occur in 
India by implementing a legal literacy program 
for the marginalized in India and by educating 
others at the United Nations as well as elected 
leaders like myself 

We in the United States struggle with 
versions of these ugly truths born from hate 
and intolerance. Forced labor and human traf-
ficking are a $150 billion industry worldwide. 
This nation has done much to pursue diplo-
matic solutions to these international issues. 
We must rededicate ourselves to this work 
and to our many partners in honor of the he-
roes who led the way. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOSE 
ABEYTA 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Jose Abeyta of Montrose, Colorado, 
who passed away on November 14, 2016. 
Jose is survived by his wife, Loretta, whom he 
was married to for 40 years, and their two 
sons, Lenny and Juan. Jose was a personal 
friend of mine and a beloved member of his 
community. He served our country proudly 
during the Vietnam War from 1969–1971 as a 
fixed wing mechanic for the Army’s 358th 
Aviation Detachment. He received an honor-
able discharge after serving for two years. 

Mr. Abeyta is a hero because of the time he 
spent in the Army, but the life he lived after 
his service showed us what an honorable man 
and model citizen he truly was. Jose married 
Loretta one month after returning home from 

Vietnam, and they moved to Colorado 
Springs, where he went to school and earned 
a degree in Sociology at the University of Col-
orado at Colorado Springs. 

Mr. Abeyta paid his own way through 
school, and then he and Loretta moved back 
to Montrose, where he began his career as a 
probation officer. He later ran successfully for 
city council in 2006. He served as the Mayor 
of Montrose in 2009. 

Mr. Speaker, it was not just his work that 
defined who Mr. Abeyta was, but also his de-
votion to serving others. As a husband, father, 
war veteran, little league coach, and public 
servant, he lived a life full of selfless service 
and stood as an example for all Americans to 
live by. He started out as the new guy in 
Montrose, and he ended up serving as the 
Mayor, which speaks volumes about the im-
pact he had on the community. I am saddened 
by Mr. Abeyta’s death, because he is an irre-
placeable figure in Montrose, but I am grateful 
that I had the opportunity to know him. His 
family is in my thoughts and prayers, and I 
hope the community of Montrose will continue 
to celebrate his tremendous accomplishments 
in the weeks and months to come. 

f 

TO COMMEND THE HONOREES OF 
THE 2016 KOREAN AMERICAN AS-
SOCIATION OF GREATER WASH-
INGTON COMMUNITY APPRECIA-
TION NIGHT 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend the extraordinary honorees who will be 
recognized during the 3rd Annual Community 
Appreciation Night celebration sponsored by 
the Korean American Association of Greater 
Washington (KAAW.) Although this is the 3rd 
Community Appreciation Night, it is the first in 
which individuals will be recognized for their 
public service. 

The KAAW strives to inform and engage the 
Korean American community throughout our 
region. Through its efforts and the efforts of its 
President, So Jung Lim, the organization con-
tinues to grow and successfully empower Ko-
rean Americans to become fully engaged par-
ticipants in our local community and political 
process. Northern Virginia is blessed by its di-
versity—in fact, it is home to one of the largest 
concentrations of Americans of Korean ances-
try in the entire country. As the Member of 
Congress for the 11th District of Virginia and 
the co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on 
Korea, I am proud to have partnered with the 
Korean community on numerous issues, going 
back to my time as a Member and later Chair-
man of the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors. The KAAW has been a constant and 
invaluable partner in these efforts. 

Public service is a core value of our society. 
Each of us has the ability and responsibility to 
contribute what we can in order to make our 
communities better. Whether it is volunteering 
at a local school, in a community or civic as-
sociation, at a food bank or other charity, or 
serving in elected office, the efforts of public 
servants and community activists enrich us all. 
This is especially true for first responders and 
educators. They dedicate their lives to our 

children, our safety, and our future. KAAW has 
embraced this ethos and tonight will honor five 
first responders and two educators who have 
gone above and beyond the call of duty. 

It is my great honor to include the names of 
the following individuals in recognition of their 
extraordinary achievements: 

Officer Nicole Ha, Washington Metropolitan 
Police Department, Special Liaison Division— 
Asian Liaison Unit. 

Dr. Shelly O’Foran, English Department 
Chair, Freedom High School. 

Police Officer First Class Hyun Chang, Fair-
fax County Police Department. 

Master Deputy Charles Gravatte, Loudoun 
County Sheriff Office. 

Firefighter Andrew Gode, Loudoun County 
Department of Fire, Rescue, and Emergency 
Management. 

Alex Morrison, Orchestra Teacher, Centre-
ville High School. 

Officer Jeong Hong, Fairfax County Police 
Department. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending these fine men and women 
and congratulate each of them on being hon-
ored by KAAW. I also wish to extend my sin-
cere appreciation to KAAW for sponsoring this 
event and providing the opportunity for us to 
express our respect and appreciation to each 
of the honorees. 

f 

HONORING MRS. GERTRUDE R. 
GRENADA 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mrs. Gertrude R. Gre-
nada who was born and educated in the Mt. 
Olive Community in Bolton, Mississippi. 

Mrs. Grenada was one of 10 children who 
knew too well how important it was to achieve 
an education. She furthered her education by 
attending Jackson State College (University). 
Mrs. Grenada holds a B.S. Degree in Early 
Childhood Education along with 23 hours of 
study toward her Master’s Degree. She was 
first employed with the Hinds County Head-
start Agency in 1966 as a Social Worker. 

Mrs. Grenada served 37 years of employ-
ment with the Hinds County Headstart Agen-
cy. She touched the lives of more than 4 thou-
sand children in the Bolton, Edwards and 
Jackson communities. What she enjoyed the 
most was working closely with the children, 
being surrounded and respected by fellow co- 
workers and employers with the highest levels 
of intelligence. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Gertrude R. Grenada. 

f 

PROVIDING CARE TO THE 
DUCHENNE COMMUNITY 

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to recall the significance of the authority 
extended by Congress to the Food and Drug 
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Administration in the 2012 Food and Drug Ad-
ministration Safety and Innovation Act. This 
legislation enhanced the FDA’s ability to de-
velop and implement accelerated approval 
programs to provide therapies to patients with 
rare, debilitating, and one-hundred percent 
fatal diseases. 

Duchenne muscular dystrophy is a genetic 
disorder resulting in progressive muscle de-
generation. This rare condition, which typically 
affects boys, is characterized by lung and 
heart complications that cause certain pre-
mature death. 

Despite compelling evidence of its efficacy, 
the FDA recently refused to consider a New 
Drug Application for a therapy developed to 
treat a commonly diagnosed form of 
Duchenne. 

As there are no alternative treatments for 
this particular form of Duchenne eligible for 
purchase or approval, Duchenne patients are 
left unable to mitigate the effects of the deadly 
disease. 

I urge the FDA to grant a full and fair review 
to New Drug Applications for Duchenne thera-
pies in accordance with the Food and Drug 
Administration Safety and Innovation Act. The 
timely delivery of treatments is of the utmost 
importance to the Duchenne community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARLIN A. STUTZMAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea on Roll Call 
No. 601 (H.R. 5015), Yea on Roll Call No. 602 
(H.R. 6427), and Yea on Roll Call No. 603 
(House Amendment to S. 1635). 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2016 FAIRFAX 
COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE DE-
PARTMENT VALOR AWARD RE-
CIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an outstanding group of men and 
women in Northern Virginia. These individuals 
have demonstrated superior dedication to pub-
lic safety and have been awarded the pres-
tigious Valor Award by the Northern Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce. 

This is the 38th Annual Valor Awards spon-
sored by the Northern Virginia Chamber of 
Commerce. This event honors the remarkable 
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety officers. Our public 
safety and law enforcement personnel put 
their lives on the line every day to keep our 
families and neighborhoods safe. This year’s 
ceremony will recognize 70 individuals, 1 K–9, 
and 1 team in a variety of categories includ-
ing: the Lifesaving Certificate, the Certificate of 
Valor, and the Bronze, Silver and Gold Medal 
of Valor. 

Nineteen members of the Fairfax County 
Fire and Rescue Department are being hon-
ored this year for their exceptional service. It 

is with great pride that I include the names of 
the following Valor Award Recipients: 

Gold Medal of Valor: Lieutenant Lawrence 
G. Mullin, Technician Ryland W. Chapman. 

Silver Medal of Valor: Captain Carlos R. 
Carrillo, Lieutenant Daniel P. Gajewski, Master 
Technician Rolando E. Contreras, Master 
Technician Timothy J. Pais, Urban Search and 
Rescue Team. 

Bronze Medal of Valor: Lieutenant Joshua 
T. Allison, Lieutenant Reginald L. Wadley, 
Master Technician Glenn W. Dressler, Master 
Technician Robert G. Ritchie, Master Techni-
cian Beverly L. Studds, Technician Travis L. 
Franks, Technician Jorge M. Martinez, Fire-
fighter/Medic R.L. Radam III, Firefighter Delfin 
Reyes. 

Certificate of Valor: Lieutenant David E. 
Myers, Lieutenant Scott F. Primrose. 

Lifesaving Award: Technician Eric C. 
Villman. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 2016 Valor 
Award Recipients, and thank each of the men 
and women who serve in the Fairfax County 
Fire and Rescue Department. Their efforts, 
made on behalf of the citizens of our commu-
nity, are selfless acts of heroism and truly 
merit our highest praise. I ask my colleagues 
to join me in applauding this group of remark-
able citizens. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday 
December 1, 2016 I had to return home to my 
district for a dental emergency. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: 

ROLL CALL 594: Nay; ROLL CALL 595: 
Nay; ROLL CALL 596: Nay; ROLL CALL 597: 
Nay; ROLL CALL 598: Yea; ROLL CALL 599: 
Nay; ROLL CALL 600: Nay. 

f 

HONORING THE TOWN OF 
CRENSHAW 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a thriving town in the 
Mississippi Delta, the Town of Crenshaw. 

Over the course of 20 years, men and 
women of the Armed Forces, law enforce-
ment, Fire and Emergency Medical Services 
have been recognized for their service to our 
communities and country. 

Mayor Oscar Barlow and First Lady Heather 
Barlow have put in tireless hours to get the 
word out about paying tribute to these very 
special men and women. They have gone 
above and beyond their call to make each pro-
gram special for these men and women. 

In addition, they not only get the administra-
tion involved in paying tribute, but also area 
churches, federal, state and county leaders all 
come together in unity to show support to 
those who put their lives on the line daily for 
our communities and country. 

Our men and women of Armed Forces, law 
enforcement, Fire and EMS come out to re-

ceive a thank you from people who truly care 
and appreciate the sacrifice they make for us 
all. 

The Town of Crenshaw and our country 
also owe a thank you to the Mayor and First 
Lady for putting together such a wonderful 
tribute program for 20 years and for the vision 
they have in making these programs. We owe 
these men and women a simple, yet huge 
‘‘THANK YOU!’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the Town of Crenshaw, Mis-
sissippi for paying tribute to all Servicemen 
who serve and protect our communities and 
this great country. 

f 

HONORING FLARA PRESIDENT 
TONY FRANSETTA 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of myself and Congress-
men TED DEUTCH, ALCEE HASTINGS, and PAT-
RICK MURPHY, to recognize retiring FLARA 
President Tony Fransetta for his leadership 
and public service. 

FLARA, the Florida Alliance of Retired 
Americans, represents the best interests of re-
tired Floridians and stands in support of work-
ing families. As President, Tony has led the 
organization in its fight to protect the health 
and economic security of seniors throughout 
the state of Florida. His energetic leadership 
of FLARA helped expand the organization, in-
creasing membership from 37,000 to 217,000 
during his tenure. Tony leaves behind an influ-
ential legacy in which future leaders of FLARA 
will strive to follow. 

Commissioner Melissa McKinlay is declaring 
Tuesday, December 6th as Tony Fransetta 
Day in Palm Beach County to recognize 
Tony’s leadership and advocacy. We would 
like to join the Commissioner and our friends 
back in Florida in honoring, celebrating, and 
thanking Tony for his service protecting and 
advancing the interests of our communities. 

Tony is a great role model for Floridians, 
and we are pleased to honor him today and 
wish him the best in his retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2016 FAIRFAX 
COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an outstanding group of men and 
women in Northern Virginia. These individuals 
have demonstrated superior dedication to pub-
lic safety and have been awarded the pres-
tigious Valor Award by the Northern Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce. 

This is the 38th Annual Valor Awards spon-
sored by the Northern Virginia Chamber of 
Commerce. This event honors the remarkable 
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety officers. Our public 
safety and law enforcement personnel put 
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their lives on the line every day to keep our 
families and neighborhoods safe. This year’s 
ceremony will recognize 70 individuals, 1 K–9, 
and 1 team in a variety of categories includ-
ing: the Lifesaving Certificate, the Certificate of 
Valor, and the Bronze, Silver, or Gold Medal 
of Valor. 

Forty-six members of the Fairfax County Po-
lice Department and one K–9 are being hon-
ored this year for their exceptional service. It 
is with great pride that I include the names of 
the following Valor Award Recipients: 

Silver Medal of Valor: Second Lieutenant 
Nicholas Dipippa, PFC Paul J. Blasko, Jr., 
PFC Peter T. Liu, PFC Federick R. Yap, Offi-
cer Jesse B. Katzman 

Bronze Medal of Valor: PFC Dwayne L. 
Daniels, PFC Michael S. Morris, PFC Andrew 
H. Curtze, PFC Christopher C. Taylor, PFC 
Shay V. Nelson, PFC Vincent J. Pullicino, 
PFC Justin M. Urbaniak, Officer Sharif W. Issa 

Certificate of Valor: Captain Robert A. 
Blakley, Jr., Lieutenant C. Matthew Owens, 
Jr., Detective Douglas H. Comfort, Sergeant 
David J. Giaccio, PFC Christopher C. Taylor, 
PFC Daniel N. Custer (2), PFC Ryan L. Fish-
er, PFC Michael P. Levish, PFC David A. 
Curcio, PFC Amy A. Early, PFC Luis E. Mar-
tinez, PFC Edward K. George, PFC Kyle M. 
Proffitt, MPO Damien E. Cichocki, Officer Jo-
seph W. Shifflett, Officer William M. Mulhern 

Lifesaving Award: Second Lieutenant Dana 
L. Robinson, Sergeant Robert C. Hines, PFC 
Eric Acevedo, PFC David A. Neil, Jr., PFC 
Scott J. Abram, PFC Richard L. Cash, PFC 
Nathan R. Vanhusen, PFC Bradley E. Chiz, 
PFC Gary S. Tuggle, PFC Benjamin J. 
McIntosh, PFC Craig R. Quattrin, PFC Lane 
M. Leisey, PFC Angela P. Thomas, PFC Ste-
phen T. Vaughn, Officer Kent G. Bailey, Offi-
cer Anne C. Bosacco, Officer Brenton K. 
Moreau 

Meritorious Award: K9 Enzo 
Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 2016 Valor 

Award Recipients, and thank each of the men 
and women who serve in the Fairfax County 
Police Department. Their efforts, made on be-
half of the citizens of our community, are self-
less acts of heroism and truly merit our high-
est praise. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
applauding this group of remarkable citizens. 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
FATHER PAUL KWIATKOWSKI 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as Catholics 
worldwide celebrate the feast of St. Nicholas 
today, the life of Father Paul Kwiatkowski will 
be celebrated in a Funeral Mass at Queen of 
the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral in Toledo, 
Ohio. With eternally grateful hearts but deep-
est sadness at his passing, thousands of citi-
zens across our community mourn the passing 
of Fr. Paul, a loving, gentle, and kind apostle 
of Christ. Fr. Paul was beloved by all who 
knew him. And we know him through his 
works. As our perceptive Aunt Esther would 
observe: ‘‘Now, that was a priest!’’ 

How many of us hold unforgettable memo-
ries of Fr. Paul’s selfless service and abiding 
kindness, always in the heart of our commu-
nity. His steady and faith filled journey among 

us imbued the word ‘‘faith’’ with real meaning. 
A favorite memory for me is the beautiful, an-
nual Memorial Day Mass with appropriate ob-
servances at Mt. Carmel Cemetery for vet-
erans and their families, at which he would of-
ficiate. A gifted musician, many times he 
would play his violin under the budding trees 
as his cassock blew gently in the spring 
winds. There was a sense of peace and con-
nectedness to the awesome power of creation 
he brought to every occasion. A hospitable 
lunch always followed at the former Polish 
American Veterans Association Post on La-
grange Street. I too recall the moving Polish 
Mass at the former St. Hedwig’s before the 
Polish Festival opened, as the church doors 
swung wide and the congregants filled the 
sidewalks. To Toledo’s Polonia, those of Pol-
ish-American heritage, he was a revered 
touchstone and valued counselor. I similarly 
treasure the memories of the Central Amer-
ican garment workers he hosted at St. James 
Catholic Church, a reminder of the work that 
remains to be done on worker exploitation 
across our hemisphere. Fr. Paul’s service al-
ways managed to meet the suffering edge of 
humanity. And his spirit gave strength to oth-
ers. 

Fr. Paul was a learned man, but he pos-
sessed a rare gift for communicating with peo-
ple of all persuasions. He was an educator 
and Latin teacher as well as a fine musician, 
and people naturally drew to him. His wonder-
ful sense of humor and twinkling eyes had 
their own way of communicating ‘‘you are wel-
come.’’ He dedicated his life to ministering to 
congregations in the heart of our city, always 
including some of the poorest precincts in To-
ledo. His rare leadership and tutelage of the 
Lagrange Stickney and Broadway neighbor-
hoods sparked and immeasurably contributed 
to the neighborhoods’ ongoing revitalization. 
His work at St. James and Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic parishes made newcomers 
feel welcome. He consistently engaged with 
the people of the broader neighborhood, ex-
tending beyond the walls of the churches he 
pastored. Fr. Paul defined evangelization by 
embracing community. 

I cannot even imagine nor count the number 
of individuals he counseled and comforted 
over a half century of his service. I do know 
our Toledo community remains grateful forever 
that he gave his life for us. He was a people’s 
priest, a diocesan priest. He lived his vows. 

May the angels lift him high, ushering him to 
paradise where there will always be music, joy 
and peace. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GENERATION OF 
TOMORROW 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate Wallin Education Part-
ners for the work they are doing to ensure that 
Minnesotans from all walks of life receive a 
college education. 

Since 1992, Wallin Education Partners has 
provided scholarships to Twin Cities high 
school students who excelled in academics 
but are from low-income families. This year 
alone, Wallin Education Partners has awarded 

a scholarship to twenty students in Min-
nesota’s Sixth Congressional District so that 
they may receive the education they deserve. 

Along with the financial assistance, Wallin 
Education Partners also helps students utilize 
all of the resources available to them during 
their college experience, often assisting them 
until they graduate. 

Due to the support that Wallin Education 
Partners provides annually, it is anticipated 
that we will be seeing more students from low- 
income families graduate from college. All stu-
dents deserve access to quality education, re-
gardless of their means and upbringing, and 
this organization is a great tool for students 
across this great state. 

I am incredibly thankful to Wallin Education 
Partners for giving worthy students the chance 
to gain an education and fulfill their dreams. 
By providing some of the best and brightest in 
our state with the key to an education, you are 
not just ensuring the success of our students, 
but the success of our nation as a whole. Your 
contributions have not gone unnoticed and 
they are enormously appreciated. 

Congratulations to: Yana Aleksandrova, 
Issraa El-khatib, Carissa Gillispie, John Hilst, 
Kevin Huynh, Emily Johnson, Jenna Kallestad, 
Elias Kinfu, Baker LaMott, Gentry Musgrove, 
Taylor O’Neill, Jeremy Schipper, Eryn 
Schlotfeldt, Thomas Shoegren, Randall 
Skeate, Tenzin Sonam, Kayla Tanner, Emily 
Vang, Madeline Walker, and Joseph Zuleger. 

We look forward to seeing what the future 
brings for this year’s recipients. 

f 

HONORING SPIRIT XPLOSION 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable profes-
sional minority business Spirit Xplosion Home 
of CE All Stars of Cleveland, Mississippi. 

Mrs. Kimetria Parks, owner/coach is a na-
tive of Holly Springs, Mississippi. She moved 
to Cleveland, Mississippi in 1999 while attend-
ing Delta State University. She’s married to 
Mr. Christopher Parks, Co-Owner/Coach and 
they have two beautiful daughters named 
Paris Kaitlyn Parks and Layken Parks. Mrs. 
Parks earned a Bachelor of Business Adminis-
tration in 2003 and a Masters of Business Ad-
ministration in 2013 from Delta State Univer-
sity. She is the Finance Officer of Mississippi 
United to End Homelessness and owner/ 
coach of Spirit Xplosion Home of CE All Stars. 
Her fellowships with St. Peter MB Church in 
Sunflower, Mississippi. Mr. Parks graduated 
from Delta State University in 2005 with a 
Bachelor of Science in General Studies and 
Minor in Family Consumer Science and Crimi-
nal Justice and 2012 with a Masters in Phys-
ical Education with an Emphasis on Human 
Performance. 

She has a great love and compassion for 
young people. Her ministry is to inspire young 
people to excel in all things with God’s leading 
and to encourage women. Everything she 
does is done with the spirit of excellency. Her 
motto is: ‘‘If I can help somebody then her liv-
ing is not in vain.’’ She loves God whole- 
heartedly and thrives to live according to his 
will and his way; not just on Sunday, but every 
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day. She’s a genuine giver and does it cheer-
fully. Everything she has God gave it to her, 
everything she owns God has blessed her 
with it, and she has faith the size of a mustard 
seed and know that it’s not over until God 
says it’s over. 

Spirit Xplosion Home of CE All Stars was 
established in 2011 and kicked off their first 
season in February, 2012. Their competitive 
teams have won several UCA, Athletic Cham-
pionship, Jam Fest, Deep South, WSA, and 
local competitions. They strongly believe that 
their success originates from the dedication 
and commitment of the athletes and parents. 
Furthermore, they realize the importance of 
hard work, discipline, a family atmosphere, 
and perhaps most importantly—fun. Each child 
is an individual and is treated as such to instill 
confidence and a sense of personal accom-
plishment. Their main focus is to prepare chil-
dren for the challenges that lie ahead of them. 
Their ability to work as a team, striving toward 
a common goal, will prove to be a lifelong 
skill. The encouragement to reach that goal is 
CE All-Stars passion. 

Spirit Xplosion Home of CE All Stars com-
petitive teams are not recreational. They train 
to compete at a high level of intensity, Two of 
their main goals are to create award winning 
routines and be an active group in the com-
munity. This type of goal requires commitment 
to attendance and structured workouts. Spirit 
Xplosion Home of CE All-Stars athletes com-
mit twelve months to the program. CE All- 
Stars is a family and love building new rela-
tionships with everyone that walks through 
their doors. They are the ‘‘Best of the South 
and We’re In It To Win It’’. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing an outstanding minority busi-
ness in the Mississippi Delta. 

f 

THE ‘‘TAX TECHNICAL 
CORRECTIONS ACT OF 2016’’ 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the pro-
visions of H.R. 6439, the ‘‘Tax Technical Cor-
rections Act of 2016,’’ as introduced today 
(December 6, 2016), make tax technical cor-
rections and other corrections including cler-
ical and deadwood-related corrections. The bill 
revises and updates H.R. 4891, the Technical 
Corrections Act of 2016, which was introduced 
on April 11, 2016. Ways and Means Com-
mittee Chairman BRADY and incoming Ranking 
Member NEAL have asked the nonpartisan 
Joint Committee on Taxation to make avail-
able to the public a technical explanation of 
the bill (JCX–91–16). The technical expla-
nation expresses the Committee’s under-
standing and legislative intent behind this im-
portant legislation. It is available on the Joint 
Committee’s website at www.jct.gov. 

RECOGNIZING THE 2016 FAIRFAX 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an outstanding group of men and 
women in Northern Virginia. These individuals 
have demonstrated superior dedication to pub-
lic safety and have been awarded the pres-
tigious Valor Award by the Northern Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce. 

This is the 38th Annual Valor Awards spon-
sored by the Northern Virginia Chamber of 
Commerce. This event honors the remarkable 
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety officers. Our public 
safety and law enforcement personnel put 
their lives on the line every day to keep our 
families and neighborhoods safe. This year’s 
ceremony will recognize 70 individuals, 1 K–9, 
and 1 team in a variety of categories includ-
ing: the Lifesaving Certificate, the Certificate of 
Valor, and the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Medal 
of Valor. 

Six members of the Fairfax County Sheriff’s 
Office are being honored this year for their ex-
ceptional service. It is with great pride that I 
include the names of the following Valor 
Award Recipients: 

Lifesaving Award: Sergeant Teena Putman, 
Sergeant Leslie Sheehan (2 awards), MDS 
Jeffrey Waple, PFC Kent Lwin, Deputy Alisha 
Peterson, PFC Cecil Richardson. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 2016 Valor 
Award Recipients, and thank each of the men 
and women who serve in the Fairfax County 
Sheriff’s Office. Their efforts, made on behalf 
of the citizens of our community, are selfless 
acts of heroism and truly merit our highest 
praise. I ask my colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding this group of remarkable citizens. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained during the vote series that 
occurred on December 5, 2016, due to flight 
delays resulting from inclement weather. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘Yes’’ on 
the three measures under consideration: H.R. 
6427, the Creating Financial Prosperity for 
Businesses and Investors Act; H.R. 5015, the 
Combat-Injured Veterans Tax Fairness Act of 
2016; and the House Amendment to S. 1635, 
the Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017, as amended. 

f 

REMEMBERING DONALD 
MONTANARO 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the life of Donald 

Montanaro, who passed away last Wednesday 
of complications from lymphoma. A music 
teacher at the Curtis Institute of Music for 
three decades and clarinetist for the Philadel-
phia Orchestra for nearly fifty years, Mr. 
Montanaro touched the lives of thousands, in 
audiences and countless students around the 
world. 

A Philadelphia native, Donald studied clari-
net at the Curtis Institute of Music starting in 
1951. After graduating in 1954, he left Philly to 
begin his music career. However, like so many 
Philadelphians, he just couldn’t resist the call 
of home. After only a few years playing with 
the New Orleans Symphony and the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo, Mr. Montanaro re-
turned to join the Philadelphia Orchestra in 
1957 as the associate principal clarinetist. He 
would remain a staple of the orchestra until 
his retirement in 2005. 

Beyond his own remarkable career as a 
clarinetist, Donald will be fondly remembered 
for what he taught others. As a teacher at the 
Curtis Institute from 1980 to 2014, he brought 
the legacy of celebrated music instructors 
Marcel Tabuteau and Daniel Bonade to a new 
generation of musicians. His former students 
can be found in orchestras ranging from New 
York and Los Angeles to Seoul and Beijing. In 
fact, one of Mr. Montanaro’s former students 
now occupies his chair as the Philadelphia Or-
chestra’s associate principal clarinetist. In his 
recordings and students, Donald has pre-
served and passed on the legacy of the Phila-
delphia Sound. 

Although Donald is no longer with us, his 
legacy will live on in concert halls and con-
servatories the world over. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
that you and my other distinguished col-
leagues join me in celebrating the life of Don-
ald Montanaro, one of the finest musicians 
Philadelphia has ever known. 

f 

HONORING VERKILYA ELESHIA 
HOGAN 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable person, 
an unsung hero, Ms. Verkilya Eleshia Hogan. 

Ms. Verkilya Eleshia Hogan was born on 
July 25, 1999 to her proud parents Vernon 
and Sheronda Jackson. She is an intelligent, 
obedient, and outgoing young lady. She is 
also very passionate and dedicated to every 
task that she takes on. 

Ms. Hogan very actively participates in 
many organizations and programs. She has 
been a cheerleader since the fifth-grade and 
currently serves as Captain of the Holmes 
County Central High Varsity Cheer-Squad. 
She has remarkable leadership skills and con-
tinues to be a positive influence to those 
around her. 

At an early age Ms. Hogan proudly experi-
enced an amazing miracle of God which en-
couraged her to serve Him more daily. On 
May 18, 2016, she was involved in a detri-
mental UTV accident. A portion of her left 
forearm had to be amputated on May 24, 
2016. As a teenager, this was disheartening 
because she didn’t know how her future would 
be with her condition, but she knew God had 
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already worked things out in her favor. She 
never lost faith through her circumstances, be-
cause she appreciated the simple fact that she 
could see and breathe each day. The Bible 
says, ‘‘From the fullness of his grace we have 
all received one blessing after another’’ John 
1:16. This scripture, she believes, gives her 
good reason to give all glory and praises to 
God. 

She will finish her senior year in high school 
with honors and attend the University of 
Southern Mississippi, majoring in Kinesiology 
and pursuing a career as a Physical Therapist. 
She is determined to go above and beyond to 
reach her goals and continue to walk in a 
positive direction. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Verkilya Eleshia Hogan, an 
unsung hero, for her dedication to the commu-
nity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2016 FAIRFAX 
COUNTY VOLUNTEER SERVICE 
AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize Volunteer Fairfax and ex-
press my sincere appreciation to recipients of 
the 24th Annual Fairfax County Volunteer 
Service Awards. 

Established more than 40 years ago, Volun-
teer Fairfax matches the skills and interests of 
thousands of volunteers with the needs of 
local non-profit organizations. The success of 
this model and its impact on delivery of need-
ed services is beyond question; Volunteer 
Fairfax has been rated as one of the most ef-
fective community service organizations in the 
nation. 

Last year alone, over 23,000 individuals vol-
unteered directly through Volunteer Fairfax; an 
additional 2,547 employees volunteered 
through their employers BusinessLink program 
and the value of volunteer services provided 
exceeded $2 million. 

Each year from this group of extraordinary 
‘‘Doers Who Do,’’ Volunteer Fairfax selects a 
few exceptional individuals, groups, or organi-
zations to be honored. It is my great pleasure 
to include the following names of the 2016 
Fairfax County Volunteer Service Awards hon-
orees: 

Community Champions: 
Braddock District: Jim Bertolini. 
Dranesville District: Kathleen Murphy. 
Hunter Mill District: Jeff Anderson. 
Lee District: Linda Waller. 
Mason District: Diane Kilbourne. 
Mount Vernon District: Ron Fitzsimmons. 
Providence District: The Greater Merrifield 

Business Association. 
Springfield District: George and Estella 

Lynch. 
Sully District: Gary Flather. 
At-Large: Gary A. Ambrose. 
Adult Volunteer 250 Hours & Over: Kathy 

Hertz. 
Adult Volunteer 250 Hours & Under: Michele 

Duell. 
Adult Volunteer Group: Girls on the Run of 

NOVA Coaches. 
Corporate Volunteer Program: Excella Con-

sulting. 

Fairfax County Volunteer: Fred Pitman. 
Fairfax County Volunteer Program: Fairfax 

County Public Library. 
Family Volunteer: Hegland Family. 
Intégrate Group: Fairfax County Juvenile 

Court Volunteer Interpreter Program. 
Intégrate Individual: Juan Hernandez. 
Lifetime Achievement: Alan Schuman. 
Rising Star: Jeff Ye. 
Senior Volunteer: Les Esmond. 
Volunteer Program: Marshall High School 

FBLA. 
Youth Volunteer: Eunice Kwarteng. 
Youth Volunteer Group: Stony Brook Junior 

Volunteers. 
In addition, Benchmark Honors will be 

awarded in four different categories to com-
mend those who have contributed 100, 250, 
500, or 1,000 hours of volunteer time to our 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending Volunteer Fairfax for its 
decades of outstanding community service. I 
congratulate the recipients of the 2016 Fairfax 
County Volunteer Service Award and thank 
them and the thousands of other local volun-
teers for their incredible contributions to our 
community. Their selfless dedication is worthy 
of our highest praise and is one reason that 
our community is often ranked as one of the 
best places in the country to live, work, and 
raise a family. 

f 

TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION, 
AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of the 21st Century Cures Act 
and to congratulate my friends Chairman FRED 
UPTON and Congresswoman DIANA DEGETTE 
for their tireless work on this crucial legislation. 

Specifically I would like to discuss Section 
3037 of the Act which is modeled after my leg-
islation, H.R. 2452 which would amend the 
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to facili-
tate better dissemination of health care eco-
nomic information. This provision serves an 
important public health purpose—namely, en-
suring payors and other population health de-
cision-makers have relevant data to assist 
them in making informed decisions on behalf 
of patients. 

Relevant scientific information such as that 
related to quality of life, cost-effectiveness, 
and treatment outcomes can inform coverage 
decisions and improve healthcare costs and 
patient outcomes. By requiring only that such 
information relates to an approved indication, 
and by making other changes, this section 
broadens the scope of information that can be 
communicated without being considered false 
or misleading. 

In particular, the omission of the word ‘‘di-
rectly’’ from the requirement in existing law 
that information be ‘‘directly related’’ to an ap-
proved indication means that information that 
is consistent with an approved use, but not in 
the labeling itself, falls within the scope of in-
formation that can be communicated to payors 
and other population health decision-makers. 

This provision ensures that information pro-
viding valuable insight regarding new medi-

cines can be appropriately communicated 
under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act, and I thank Chairman UPTON for its ulti-
mate inclusion in this package. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT GREG 
RAMONI 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Sergeant Greg Ramoni for his 
service to his country and community. A 
Scottsburg, Indiana native, Ramoni served in 
the United States Army for eight and a half 
years. He completed several tours in Bosnia, 
Kosovo, and Afghanistan. While in Bosnia, 
Sgt. Ramoni’s unit received word that their 
tour had been extended through Christmas, 
and they would be missing the holidays with 
their families. While on patrol, Sgt. Ramoni 
spotted a Christmas tree growing on the side 
of a mountain. Intent on alleviating his sol-
dier’s homesickness, he stopped, chopped the 
tree down, and dragged it back to the convoy. 
His troops watched in dismay—the mountain-
side was littered with landmines. Sgt. Ramoni 
safely brought the tree back to base, and they 
celebrated Christmas together. Sgt. Ramoni’s 
dedication to his soldiers and mission earned 
him, among others, the Army Achievement 
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, and 
the Army Superior Award. He also earned rec-
ognition for his leadership of President George 
W. Bush’s personal security detail. 

Sgt. Ramoni continues to enrich the lives of 
those in his community by serving with numer-
ous boards and organizations like the Scott 
County Arts Council, the Chamber of Com-
merce, and Kiwanis. He serves as the Director 
of Emergency Communications, Deputy Direc-
tor of the Emergency Management Agency for 
Scott County, and Reservist for the Indiana 
National Guard. He established a local Com-
munity Emergency Response Team (CERT), 
which aims to educate citizens about disaster 
preparedness. Sgt. Ramoni is a pillar of his 
community, and a devoted husband and fa-
ther. 

f 

HONORING THE MS. THERESA A. 
MANUEL 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of an extraordinary 
Tampa resident and Olympian, Theresa A. 
Manuel. While Ms. Manuel competed inter-
nationally in track and field, her undying com-
mitment to students at home as a teacher and 
coach may have had an even greater impact 
on the hearts of my neighbors across the 
Tampa Bay area. 

Despite growing up during segregation, The-
resa Manuel persevered through adversity to 
become the first African-American woman 
from Florida to compete in the Olympic 
Games. 

Ms. Manuel was born in 1926 in Port 
Tampa City, Florida. As a young woman, she 
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was a star basketball player at Middleton High 
School in Tampa. Ms. Manuel had such a love 
for basketball that she would often convince 
neighbors to set up lamps at night so she and 
her teammates could practice on the outdoor 
court near Middleton High. She attended the 
Tuskegee Institute, now Tuskegee University 
in Alabama, where she was affectionately 
nicknamed ‘‘Trick Shot’’ for her skill in basket-
ball and in addition won multiple champion-
ships for the Tuskegee Track and Field team. 
In the summer before her senior year, Ms. 
Manuel made history by competing as a mem-
ber of the U.S. Track and Field team at the 
1948 Olympic Games in London. She com-
peted in the Olympics at a time when sports 
were not widely considered open to women, 
let alone black women. She represented her 
country with dignity and grace, and upon re-
turning home she and her team proudly cele-
brated their success with President Harry Tru-
man at the White House. 

After graduating from Tuskegee, Ms. 
Manuel moved back to Tampa to care for her 
ailing mother and began her 38 year career as 
a decorated teacher and coach. She was a 
legendary coach in Tampa. She led her teams 
to multiple state championships and was 
named the best coach in the Hillsborough 
County in 1975, and subsequently the best in 
the state of Florida in 1976. Ms. Manuel con-
tinued to garner countless honors and awards 
throughout her distinguished lifetime. Some of 
those honors include being inducted into the 
Tuskegee Institute Hall of Fame and City of 
Tampa Hall of Fame and being named one of 
the ‘‘100 Distinguished Women of Hillsborough 
County.’’ 

Ms. Manuel’s importance to the African- 
American community in Florida and indeed all 
Floridians transcends even her many accom-
plishments in sport. Most importantly, she will 
always be remembered as a great leader and 
giant matriarchal figure to the thousands of 
students whose lives she touched. She was a 
champion in all facets of life. On November 
21st, 2016, Ms. Manuel passed away at the 
age of 90 in Tampa, Florida. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of the 
Tampa Bay community, I am proud to honor 
Ms. Theresa A. Manuel for her lifelong service 
and inspirational life. 

f 

HONORING ASHLEY WILSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable young 
lady, Ms. Ashley Wilson of Crystal Springs, 
Mississippi. 

Ashley Wilson is a proud native of Crystal 
Springs, MS. She is a recent graduate of 
Jackson State University, where she obtained 
a Bachelor of Science in Healthcare Adminis-
tration. 

Ashley is a Senior Intern who serves as the 
Financial/Events Planning Specialist at One 
Voice. She has been with the organization 
since 2011 and is set to serve as the Chair for 
the organization’s 10th Year Anniversary Cele-
bration. 

Making a difference in her home town, Ash-
ley has served as an advocate for her commu-

nity, where she has served as an Advisory 
Member to the Crystal Springs Mayoral Coun-
cil and a member of the Citizens Making a Dif-
ference (CMADCS), an organization that acts 
as a voice for the people’s concerns for the 
city of Crystal Springs. 

Furthermore, Ashley has also served on 
many other committees across the state, such 
as the 50th Anniversary Commemoration 
Committee, Mississippi Meeting of the Minds 
Planning Committee and many other various 
committees where she has played a vital role 
in being a voice for change not only in her 
community, but across the state of Mississippi. 

Ashley is currently an active member of the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). As a healthcare ad-
vocate for the Mississippi State Conference 
NAACP, she has worked with several 
healthcare related projects. The projects that 
have touched her heart the most include the 
NAACP’s Childhood Obesity Project and the 
national GET HYPE Initiative, which focuses 
on healthy eating for today’s youth. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Ashley Wilson for her dedi-
cation to serving throughout her community 
and throughout organizations around Mis-
sissippi. 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. WARREN 
WARWICK 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the life and work 
of Dr. Warren Warwick. 

As a Professor of Pediatrics at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Dr. Warwick was a pioneer 
in the advancement of care for cystic fibrosis 
patients. Dr. Warwick is often remembered for 
his work developing the first high frequency 
chest compression vest, but that was just part 
of his comprehensive approach to cystic fibro-
sis care that set the national benchmark for 
excellence in the treatment of cystic fibrosis. 

Early in his career, Dr. Warwick founded the 
University of Minnesota Cystic Fibrosis Clinic 
where he served as director for nearly 40 
years. Dr. Warwick was known for his com-
passion, kindness, ingenuity, and tireless com-
mitment to the improvement of patient care. 

Dr. Warwick’s patients understood that he 
expected them to be active participants in the 
fight of their disease, and in turn his patients 
knew he would be right there, relentlessly 
fighting with them. It was a fight for which he 
committed his entire adult life. 

Not long after joining the University of Min-
nesota faculty, Warwick set out, on behalf of 
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, to collect pa-
tient data from each of the 31 Cystic Fibrosis 
Care centers spread across the United States. 
Because of his work, the Cystic Fibrosis Foun-
dation patient registry was created, which is 
the global gold standard in ongoing quality im-
provement through data sharing and collabo-
ration in disease management today. 

At the time of the Cystic Fibrosis registry’s 
inception, cystic fibrosis patients routinely lived 
only into early childhood. Today, many live 
well beyond their fifties, thanks largely to the 
advancements in treatment only possible 

through the patient registry and Dr. Warwick’s 
unwavering commitment to discovery and ex-
cellence in patient care. 

In addition to serving his patients, Dr. War-
wick honorably served his country for over 
thirty years in the United States Army Re-
serves Medical Corps, retiring as a Colonel. 
Throughout, he enjoyed being with his family, 
and is remembered as a loving and supportive 
husband, brother, and father. 

No single individual has more profoundly im-
pacted or advanced the treatment of cystic fi-
brosis in our lifetime than Dr. Warren Warwick. 
His legacy—one of a passionate pursuit of ex-
cellence and dedicating his life to helping oth-
ers—will live on. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO WAYNE 
GLENN ON HOSTING HIS 2,000TH 
RADIO SHOW 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Ozark’s broadcaster Wayne Glenn, 
‘‘The Old Record Collector,’’ on hosting his 
2,000th consecutive radio show. 

Mr. Glenn has been the host of ‘‘Remember 
When’’ on Springfield’s KTXR radio station 
since 1978. Broadcasting every Saturday from 
6 a.m. until 1 p.m., he has been a staple of 
the Ozark country music folklore for decades 
by never missing a show. He has over 15,000 
vinyl records and can tell you a history lesson 
about each song he plays. 

On December 10, 2016, Mr. Glenn will be 
hosting his 2,000th episode of ‘‘Remember 
When’’ with KTXR opening its doors to the 
public for a chance to celebrate this historic 
milestone with an Ozark icon. It is my pleas-
ure to help recognize Glenn for this great 
achievement. For all the work he has done to 
be the voice of Saturday morning radio in 
southwest Missouri, it makes me proud to 
serve him and all of Missouri’s 7th Congres-
sional District. 

f 

TUESDAYS IN TEXAS: SAM 
RAYBURN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the name 
Sam Rayburn of Texas is well known to this 
House. It can be found identifying portraits 
and busts just outside this Chamber. It is the 
namesake of meeting rooms and offices 
throughout the Capitol complex. I, along with 
many of you, work in the Rayburn office build-
ing. I hold conferences in the Rayburn meet-
ing room just across the hall. The name of 
Sam Rayburn is synonymous with statesman-
ship and devotion to public service at its fin-
est. His importance to the tradition and legacy 
of this place can be summed up in the fact 
that at one time this chamber was referred to 
as ‘‘Sam’s House.’’ 

Rayburn earned the admiration of even his 
rivals. Joe Martin, after losing the election for 
speaker to Sam Rayburn, said of his col-
league ‘‘he is a man of great ability, of rare 
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political acumen, and skillful in debate.’’ He 
gained that reputation during a tenure in Con-
gress that lasted almost 49 years, and a 
record long Speakership of 17 years. His lead-
ership was vital, and well timed. He served 
this country during the critical years between 
the beginning of World War II and the Ken-
nedy administration. It was the strike of his 
gavel that entered America into the war, and 
it was he that administered the oath of office 
to Vice President Lyndon Johnson. 

As a leader, he always preferred persuasion 
and good-humor to coercion. Following this 
philosophy, he used the influence of the 
speakership only sparingly and with subtlety 
and cunning. His authority, therefore, came 
from the general respect of his peers for the 
character of the man, not the power or pres-
tige of his title. He was known for his unwav-
ering integrity, his loyalty to friends and col-
leagues in both parties, his fairness, and his 
disdain for pretension. Rayburn once made 
the following remark, explaining his philosophy 
on leadership: ‘‘You cannot lead people by try-
ing to drive them. Persuasion and reason are 
the only ways to lead them. In that way the 
Speaker has influence and power in the 
House.’’ 

Sam Rayburn would become one of the 
most powerful individuals in the United States, 
but all this was preceded by humble begin-
nings. Rayburn grew up working on his fa-
ther’s cotton farm in North Texas. Even as a 
boy, he dreamed of becoming the Speaker of 
the House. He left the farm to seek out that 
dream, working his way through East Texas 
Normal College, which would later become 
Texas A&M University. He then taught school, 
and was eventually elected to serve in the 
Texas House of Representatives. While there 
he pursued a degree in law. In 1912 he was 
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, 
and remained there for almost half a century. 
He was a life-long bachelor, some say that 
this House was his love, his passion. Appro-
priately, then, perhaps, Sam Rayburn died in 
office. Despite knowing that his cancer was 
terminal, and several moments of uncon-
sciousness at the Speaker’s chair, he insisted 
on seeing the Kennedy New Frontier program 
through. 

Sam Rayburn served his country well, so 
well as to become a fixture of this institution, 
and remains so today. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2016 LEADER-
SHIP PRINCE WILLIAM VISION 
AWARD AND KATHY ELLINGTON 
ALUMNI LEADERSHIP AWARD 
RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 2016 recipients of the Leadership 
Prince William Vision Award and the Kathy 
Ellington Alumni Leadership Award. 

Founded in 2007, Leadership Prince William 
is an independent non-profit organization dedi-
cated to providing an enriching environment 
for passionate community members to engage 
and network with the desire of contributing to 
the betterment of the Greater Prince William 

area. More than 270 community leaders have 
completed Leadership Prince William’s Signa-
ture Program. Past participants of the Signa-
ture Program include a vast array of individ-
uals from the public, private, and not-for-profit 
sectors. In 2014, Leadership Prince William 
launched Youth Leadership Prince William. 
Similar to the Signature Program for adults, 
Youth Leadership Prince William provides the 
next generation of leaders with the tools nec-
essary to excel in education, skill develop-
ment, and community engagement opportuni-
ties. 

The success and positive effects of Leader-
ship Prince William are beyond question. 
Based on their talents and passions, Leader-
ship Prince William participants, both past and 
present, are working to address the greatest 
needs of the community through skill-based 
initiatives. Now in its third year, Leadership 
Prince William staff members and the Board of 
Regents commend positive forces of change 
by presenting two awards to members of the 
community who exemplify true leadership. The 
Leadership Prince William Vision Award is 
presented to an individual who has developed 
strategic and innovative partnerships and ex-
emplifies leadership in the Greater Prince Wil-
liam area and beyond. The Kathy Ellington 
Alumni Leadership Award honors an individual 
with noteworthy vision, insight, and under-
standing of the community’s greatest needs. 
Because of their noteworthy efforts, our com-
munity is better off for the lasting positive im-
print on the residents of the Greater Prince 
William area and beyond. It is my honor to 
enter the recipients of these awards into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

The 2016 Leadership Prince William Vision 
Award is bestowed upon Dr. Gary L. Jones, 
CEO of Youth for Tomorrow, for his innovative 
leadership and programs used to provide chil-
dren and families with a continuum of services 
through issue-focused behavioral health and 
developmental programs. Under Dr. Jones’ 
leadership, the scope of Youth for Tomorrow 
has grown with Prince William County. In 
1996, Youth for Tomorrow provided assistance 
to eight boys in two residences and a tem-
porary learning structure with an operating 
budget of $800,000. Today, Youth for Tomor-
row serves more than 1,000 children annually 
with a residential capacity of 122. Boys and 
girls are housed in seven homes spread 
across 200 acres and learn in a state-of-the- 
art academic center that offers a comfortable 
learning environment and access to six on-site 
behavioral health service programs. 

The 2016 Kathy Ellington Alumni Award re-
cipient is Sharon Henry, who serves in dual 
roles as the supervisor of the Office of Com-
munity and Business Engagement for Prince 
William County Public Schools and Executive 
Director of Supporting Partnerships and Re-
sources for Kids (or SPARK), the education 
foundation for PWCS. Ms. Henry’s leadership 
has reached beyond the confines of PWCS to 
educate the whole child and ensure students 
have access to learning tools and materials 
both in and out of the classroom. Since as-
suming her role with SPARK in 2007, the 
foundation’s budget has grown exponentially 
from $477,450 to a bustling $3.2 million as of 
2015. Ms. Henry’s innovative approach to the 
operation of the foundation has allowed it to 
be named one of the ‘‘20 Best Education 
Foundations in the United States.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending the selfless efforts and leader-

ship of Dr. Gary Jones and Sharon Henry and 
to congratulate them on being honored by 
Leadership Prince William for their immeas-
urable contributions to our community. Their 
tireless work on behalf of the residents of the 
Greater Prince William area are truly deserv-
ing of our highest praise. 

f 

RESTORING THE CONGRESSIONAL 
DUTY TO DECLARE WAR 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, for more than 
a century and a half, Congress declared war 
as the framers of the Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1787 directed when they wrote that 
Congress had the ‘‘power to declare war.’’ But 
starting in the 1950’s, Congress began author-
izing the President to make the determination 
for war and voters were deprived of the power 
to influence their Congressional representa-
tives. The result has been labeled an Author-
ization for Use of Military Force, or AUMF. It 
was used in the Vietnam War of 1965–73 and 
the 2003 war against Iraq, 2003 to the 
present. 

I want to bring attention to a Rutgers Law 
Review article, ‘‘Restoring the Congressional 
Duty to Declare War,’’ that has challenged the 
constitutionality of all United States wars 
fought since World War II. Rutgers School of 
Law Professor Emeritus Alfred W. Blumrosen 
and Steven M. Blumrosen, the authors of ‘‘Re-
storing the Congressional Duty to Declare 
War,’’ rely not only on the language of the 
Constitution that ‘‘Congress shall have the 
power to declare war’’ but also on the debates 
in the Constitutional Convention that began 
June 1, 1787. On that day, Charles Pinckney 
from South Carolina made clear that he op-
posed giving the power of war to the President 
because that would render him ‘‘a Monarchy 
of the worst kind, to wit an elective one.’’ 

The Convention took two votes. The first put 
the power of war in the Congress and the sec-
ond prohibited the Congress from transferring 
that power to the President. In the following 
weeks all but one member of the Convention 
joined Pinckney in the conclusion that Con-
gress, and not the President, should declare 
war. 

Later in the convention, after Pinckney 
pointed out that Congress might not be in ses-
sion when the country was attacked, the Con-
vention provided that the Congress could 
allow the President to call out the state militias 
in cases of insurrection, invasion, or resist-
ance to federal laws. Congress later imple-
mented its power by declaring a limited war on 
France for seizing seamen from American 
ships under claims that they were French. In 
1880 the Supreme Court approved this proce-
dure by interpreting the Declare War clause as 
encompassing ‘‘any contention by force’’ with 
another country, including both full-scale wars 
and limited wars. But the events at the Con-
vention and the early Supreme Court opinions 
were not considered by Congress and the 
lower Federal Courts when the president was 
allowed to determine war in Vietnam in 1964 
and against Iraq in 2003. 

The authors found that the Federal judicial 
system had ignored the decision of the Con-
stitutional Convention and the early Supreme 
Court opinions. 
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Mr. Speaker, I urge all interested in this 

subject to refer to Alfred W. Blumrosen & Ste-
ven M. Blumrosen, Restoring the Congres-
sional Duty to Declare War, 63 Rutgers U.L. 
Rev. 407 (2011). 

f 

HONORING SPECIALIST FOURTH 
CLASS TECHNICIAN GARY ESTES 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Specialist Fourth Class Techni-
cian Gary Estes for his service to the United 
States Army and to his country. Born in rural, 
central Kentucky SP4(T) Estes entered the 
U.S. Army in the fall of 1966. He was trained 
as a reconnaissance specialist, and then was 
deployed to Vietnam as a member of an ar-
mored cavalry regiment. In addition to exe-
cuting reconnaissance missions, SP4(T) Estes 
served as a machine gunner. While aboard an 
armored vehicle, Estes and his unit came 
under fire from enemy forces. Estes suffered 
severe injuries to his shoulder, face, and 
hand, and had to be airlifted from the battle-
field to a hospital in Japan. This event earned 
him the Purple Heart for his heroism in battle. 
After two months spent recovering from his 
wounds, SP4(T) Estes volunteered to return to 
Vietnam to complete his tour. 

In addition to the Purple Heart, SP4(T) 
Estes was honored as a ‘‘Blackhorse Troop-
er,’’ a distinction reserved for select, elite sol-
diers, for his exceptional skill in the cavalry 
regiment. His heroism and desire to serve his 
country also earned him the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign Medal, 
the Vietnam Service Medal, and a Combat In-
fantryman Badge. 

After his service abroad, SP4(T) Estes re-
turned home and dove into community serv-
ice. He is a member of American Legion Post 
233, and has held various executive board po-
sitions, including Post Commander. Estes also 
served as Commander of the local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW). SP4(T) Estes uses his 
volunteer spirit to help serve veterans and 
members of his community. 

f 

HONORING MARY HARRISON LEE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mrs. Mary Harrison Lee who was 
born on July 22, 1939 in Manila, Philippines to 
Ida Lloren. She was adopted at an early age 
by Reverend and Mrs. Ernest Harrison. Her 
adopted father was a chaplain in the army giv-
ing her the opportunity to live in many places, 
such as Captieux, France, Erlangen, Ger-
many, Fort Riley, Kansas, and San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Mary graduated from Rochefort American 
High School in France. Upon returning to the 
United States, she visited Tougaloo College 
and immediately fell in love with its quaint-
ness, intimacy, the hanging moss from the oak 

trees, and the family atmosphere. She was 
convinced that this was where she wanted to 
spend her next four years and enrolled in the 
upcoming semester. 

She became a member of the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. on December 13, 1959. 
She felt the plight of the Civil Rights move-
ment and volunteered to become a Freedom 
Rider. Mary helped lead a ‘‘sit-in’’ in the Trail-
ways bus station in downtown Jackson, where 
she was arrested and jailed. She did not waiv-
er from the overall mission to gain equality for 
African Americans. As a result, on June 23, 
1961, Freedom Riders from Tougaloo College 
set a precedent and became the first residents 
of Mississippi to lead in the movement. While 
at Tougaloo College, Mary met and fell in love 
with Gene Lee. They were married in 1963. 
She and Gene were natural educators. Mary 
dedicated her working career educating youth. 
She began as a teacher in Picayune, Mis-
sissippi; later moving to Kansas City, Missouri. 
In 1973, she relocated with her family to Ger-
many and taught within the Department of De-
fense American School system. In 1981, Mary 
and her family returned to the United States 
and settled in Jackson, Mississippi, where she 
retired in 2001 as Principal from Boyd Ele-
mentary School. 

Mary and Gene were blessed with three (3) 
beautiful children: Geno (Angie), Daryl 
(Cassie), and Angel (Chris), and eight (8) 
grandchildren: Jessica, Tori, Gabby, Nick, 
Bella, Alexa, McKenzie, and Malita. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Mary Harrison Lee for her 
dedication to serving. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DIANNE 
ELIZABETH OSIS ON HER RE-
TIREMENT AFTER 36 YEARS AS 
CHAIRWOMAN AND PRESIDENT 
OF SPRINGFIELD BUSINESS 
JOURNAL 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Springfield Business Journal founder 
Dianne Elizabeth Osis on her retirement after 
36 years as chairwoman and president. 

The Springfield Business Journal has been 
a staple of Springfield since 1983 and has 
provided the area with outstanding business 
news. The Springfield Business Journal was 
founded by Osis in 1983 with humble begin-
nings and transformed in the 36 years into a 
pillar of journalism in the Springfield area. Osis 
is an example of exemplary hard work. 

Although Osis is retiring from her position as 
chairwoman on January 1, 2017, she still 
plans on keeping her board position at the 
Springfield Business Journal. It is my pleasure 
to recognize her great achievements and wish 
the staff of the Springfield Business Journal a 
joyous and well-earned celebration of their 
success over the years. She has made south-
west Missouri a better place to live and made 
me proud to serve the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

RECOGNIZING THE 2016 OFFICERS 
OF THE FAIRFAX COUNTY FED-
ERATION OF CITIZENS ASSOCIA-
TIONS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge the Fairfax County Federation of 
Citizens’ Associations (the ‘‘Federation’’) and 
the individuals who will serve as officers for 
the 2016–2017 term. As a former two-term 
President of the Federation, I understand that 
those who volunteer their time, energies, and 
talents to civic activities play a vital role in 
making Fairfax County one of the best places 
in the nation in which to live, work, and raise 
a family. I am honored to recognize the fol-
lowing individuals for their service to our com-
munity: 

President: Tim Thompson. 
First Vice-President: Ed Wyse. 
Second Vice-President: Bill Barfield. 
Treasurer: Alejandro Mattiuzzo. 
Corresponding Secretary: Matt Bell. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 

in thanking these individuals and in congratu-
lating them on being chosen as officers by the 
Fairfax County Federation of Citizens’ Asso-
ciations. Civic engagement is one of the core 
indicators of a healthy community and Fairfax 
County residents enjoy an exceptional quality 
of life due in part to the efforts of these indi-
viduals. Their contributions and leadership 
have been a great benefit to our community 
and truly merit our highest praise. I commend 
them for the enthusiasm that has led them to 
seek officer positions within the Federation 
and ask my colleagues to join me in wishing 
them great success in all future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING FIRST SERGEANT 
RONALD OWENS 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor First Sergeant Ronald Owens 
for his service to his country and community. 
1SG Owens completed basic training in 1966, 
two years after graduating from high school. 
After basic training, he was sent for additional 
training to learn to intercept and interpret radio 
traffic. 1SG Owens’ extensive 24-year career 
in the United States Army included two tours 
in Southeast Asia. 1SG Owens’ began his 
second tour under fire in the dense jungles of 
Vietnam as a participant in one of the largest 
and bloodiest campaigns of the Vietnam 
War—the Tet Offensive. During the campaign, 
1SG Owens utilized his specialized training to 
interrupt and analyze radio communication. 
1SG Owens outstanding record of service to 
his country and to the United States Army is 
evidenced by his regular promotions; he en-
tered the service as a private in 1965 and 
reached First Sergeant in the summer of 
1986. 1SG Owens earned, among others, the 
Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Service 
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Army 
Achievement Medal, the National Defense 
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Medal with One Star, and the Vietnam Service 
Medal. 

After joining the U.S. Army Reserves in 
1980, 1SG Owens supervised over 250 per-
sonnel at the 335th Military Intelligence Com-
pany in Louisville, Kentucky. He retired from 
military service in 2006, but remained active in 
his community. He was a volunteer firefighter 
in New Middletown, Indiana, and earned a 
‘‘First Responders Certificate’’ for his work re-
sponding to emergencies and providing assist-
ance to victims. 1SG Owens’ exemplary 
record of service to his country and commu-
nity has set the standard for generations of 
servicemen and servicewomen to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OFFICER COLLIN 
ROSE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the service, sacrifice, and life of Officer 
Collin Rose of the Wayne State University Po-
lice Department. Two weeks ago, Officer 
Rose’s life was tragically cut short when he 
was gunned down in the line of duty. Mr. Rose 
was just 29. 

Despite being such a young man, he leaves 
behind a long list of friends, family, and ac-
complishments. He grew up in the Pittsburgh 
area where he played baseball and was a die 
hard Steelers fan, even after his move to 
Michigan. He graduated from Ferris State Uni-
versity in northwest Michigan, and quickly 
seized on his first law enforcement opportunity 
as an intern with the Battle Creek police. He 
later enrolled as a cadet with the New Balti-
more police, and the village of Richland gave 
him his first full-time police officer position. 

Collin joined the Wayne State University Po-
lice Force five years ago. In that time, he and 
the entire force have become an integral part 
of the Detroit law enforcement network. The 
Wayne State force has worked diligently to im-
prove the safety and security of not only the 
campus area, but all of midtown Detroit, free-
ing up resources of the Detroit Police Depart-
ment and other area law enforcement agen-
cies. 

Collin leaves behind a beautiful and grieving 
fiancée, Nikki Salgot. He proposed to her just 
a few blocks from here at the Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial last May at the conclu-
sion of the Police Unity Bicycle Tour. He was 
an avid bicyclist, and rode with Chapter One 
of the unity tour since 2013. 

Collin was also a dog lover. In fact, he was 
a K–9 handler with the force, and leaves be-
hind two beloved dogs, Wolverine and Clyde. 
He was also a member of a Metro Detroit dog 
training club. 

On behalf of a grieving Detroit, I thank 
Collin for his service and his commitment. To 
Nikki, to his parents, Randy and Karen, to his 
brother Curtis, and to the rest of his family, 
friends, and brothers on the force, for your un-
imaginable loss my heart goes out to you. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
MONETT HIGH SCHOOL FOOT-
BALL TEAM ON WINNING THE 
CLASS 3A MISSOURI STATE HIGH 
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIA-
TION STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Monett High School football team on 
winning the Class 3A Missouri State High 
School Activities Association State Champion-
ship. 

The Cubs won the state championship on 
November 26, 2016, by defeating Maryville 
27–18. This is the first state championship 
since 1977 for Monett High School and caps 
off an overall 14–1 season. This historic game 
saw trick plays and excellent coaching by both 
teams, all while taking place in Springfield’s 
own Plaster Stadium at Missouri State Univer-
sity. 

Monett High School is coached by Derek 
Uhl, and saw strong leadership from players 
Ian Meyer, Alex Turner and Michael Branch. It 
is my pleasure to help recognize the Monett 
High School football team on their well-earned 
celebration of success. It makes me proud to 
serve them, and all of Missouri’s 7th Congres-
sional District. 

f 

HONORING MR. CHARLES SELMON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a public servant, 
Charles Selmon. Mr. Selmon has shown what 
can be done through tenacity, dedication and 
a desire to serve Warren County. 

Mr. Selmon earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Social Work and a Master’s Degree in Coun-
seling Psychology from Mississippi College. 
He studied Economic Development at the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi. He furthered 
his studies in the Post Master’s Degree pro-
gram at Jackson State University. Mr. Selmon 
has received National Security Training from 
the U.S. Army War College located in Carlisle, 
PA. 

Mr. Selmon has served as a Psychology In-
structor at both Alcorn State University and 
Hinds Community College. Mr. Selmon was 
elected to the Warren County Board of Super-
visors position in 1996. He was elected to a 
fifth term with the Warren County Board of Su-
pervisors. While serving on the Board of Su-
pervisors Mr. Selmon has served as President 
and Vice-President. He has also served as 
President of the Mississippi Association of Su-
pervisors (MAS) and as President of the Mis-
sissippi Association of Supervisors Minority 
Caucus. Mr. Selmon was chosen to represent 
the State of Mississippi with the National As-
sociation of Counties regarding Human Serv-
ices. 

Mr. Selmon is a member of the Warren 
County Economic Development Committee, 
Back-To-School Committee (School Day Sup-
plies), Warren County Community Develop-

ment Committee (Senior Citizens Dinner), and 
serves on the Workforce Investment Board. 
He is the President of the Boys and Girls Club 
of Vicksburg which he established. 

Mr. Selmon was appointed Superintendent 
of Sunday School and selected to the Deacon 
Board of Travelers Rest Baptist Church. 

Mr. Selmon received the President Award 
for Distinguished Leadership in Government. 

Mr. Selmon is the father of twin daughters 
(Alyshia and Tericka). He is married to Fredia 
Selmon. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Supervisor Charles Selmon for 
his services to Warren County. 

f 

CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF 
SILETZ INDIANS AND CONFED-
ERATED TRIBES OF GRAND 
RONDE INDIANS 

HON. KURT SCHRADER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of S. 817 and S. 818 and 
ask my House colleagues for their support for 
these bills which are vital to two tribes I have 
the honor of representing. 

Over the past three congresses Senators 
WYDEN, MERKLEY and I introduced these im-
portant bills to simplify the fee-to-trust process 
for the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians 
and the Confederated Tribes of the Grand 
Ronde respectively. Our legislation will provide 
considerable help to the Siletz and Grand 
Ronde in their continued efforts to restore land 
that was lost during federal policies of allot-
ment and termination of tribal recognition in 
1954. The Tribes’ efforts to restore land are 
currently hampered by a lengthy, expensive, 
and cumbersome Bureau of Indian Affairs 
process. The ability to reacquire land is critical 
to self-determination efforts by terminated and 
restored tribes like the Siletz and Grand 
Ronde. 

Under our legislation any property located 
within the boundaries of the respective Tribe’s 
original reservation will be treated as ‘‘on-res-
ervation’’ for the purpose of processing acqui-
sitions of property into trust, and deemed a 
part of the Tribe’s reservation once taken into 
trust. It should be noted that nothing in these 
bills prioritizes for any purpose the claims of 
any federally-recognized Indian tribe over the 
claims of any other federally recognized Indian 
tribe. 

Once enacted, these bills will not only save 
the Tribes’ time and money which could be 
better utilized serving its membership and the 
community, but would also streamline the 
BIA’s land-into-trust responsibilities to the 
Tribes’, thus saving taxpayer money. Reform-
ing this process for the Siletz and Grand 
Ronde tribes reflects the federal policy of tribal 
self-determination and the priority of restoring 
lands to once-terminated tribes. 

I would like to personally thank Chairman 
BISHOP and Ranking Member GRIJALVA, Sub-
committee Chairman YOUNG and Ranking 
Member RUIZ, and former Chairman HASTINGS 
and former Ranking Member DEFAZIO for their 
leadership, assistance, time, and patience 
over the years moving these bills through the 
Natural Resources Committee. 
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Finally, I would like to thank the Siletz and 

Grand Ronde Tribes for their friendship and 
wish them a much deserved congratulations. 
Their tireless efforts and perseverance over 
the last six years has been critical to getting 
this legislation across the finish line. It’s an 
honor to represent both in Congress and I am 
proud to play a small part in your continued 
efforts to restore your historic lands. 

f 

STAY OUT OF MOSUL 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, haven’t we 
learned anything? 

In 1899, Rudyard Kipling wrote a poem 
called The White Man’s Burden, urging Amer-
ica to bring ‘‘civilization’’ to the Philippines. 
The results were 250,000 deaths, war crimes, 
and denial of Philippine independence for half 
a century. 

Haven’t we learned anything? 

U.S. forces occupied Iraq for nine years, 
until the Iraqis insisted that we leave. The re-
sults were more than 600,000 deaths, a cost 
of $4 trillion (8 percent of our national net 
worth), and a Sunni vacuum that the Islamic 
State terror group has filled. 

Haven’t we learned anything? 

I’ve been to every country in the world rec-
ognized by the United Nations. There are a 
few universals. Everywhere, people want to 
fall in love; they love children and pets; they’re 
acquisitive. And everywhere, people don’t 
want to see foreigners with guns. They’d pre-
fer a local dictatorship to a foreign military oc-
cupation. So please don’t tell me that sending 
U.S. troops back to Iraq would be ‘‘for their 
own good.’’ 

Some argue that we must send U.S. troops 
to Mosul for our sake, regardless of what the 
Iraqis want or need. That’s called ‘‘colo-
nialism.’’ It pits us against one of the great 
narratives of our times, world decolonization. It 
invites the hatred not only of more than 1 bil-
lion Muslims but the entire world. They will 
see us not as liberators but as the enemy. 

It is a bizarre misconception to think that 
sending U.S. troops 8,000 miles from home 
somehow makes us safer. It doesn’t. And it is 
a great disservice to our troops to fight in a 
place where they don’t understand the lan-
guage, the religion or the customs. 

As a member of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, I asked 10 nearby Sunni Muslim 
countries whether they would send ground 
forces to fight ISIL. Four said yes. Then I 
asked Secretary of State John Kerry whether 
he had asked the same question. He said 
‘‘no.’’ 

If Iraq actually is a thing, then it should be 
capable of defending itself. If it can’t or won’t, 
then fighters who look and sound like locals 
should do the job. 

It isn’t the white man’s burden. It never was. 

RECOGNIZING THE 2016 TOWN OF 
HERNDON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
VALOR AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an outstanding group of men and 
women in Northern Virginia. These individuals 
have demonstrated superior dedication to pub-
lic safety and have been awarded the pres-
tigious Valor Award by the Northern Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce. 

This is the 38th Annual Valor Awards spon-
sored by the Northern Virginia Chamber of 
Commerce. This event honors the remarkable 
heroism and bravery in the line of duty exem-
plified by our public safety officers. Our public 
safety and law enforcement personnel put 
their lives on the line every day to keep our 
families and neighborhoods safe. This year’s 
ceremony will recognize 70 individuals, 1 K–9, 
and 1 team in a variety of categories includ-
ing: the Lifesaving Certificate, the Certificate of 
Valor, and the Bronze, Silver and Gold Medal 
of Valor. 

This year, Special Police Officer Mark Butler 
of the Town of Herndon Police Department is 
being honored with the Silver Medal of Valor 
for his exceptional service. It is with great 
pride that I include his name. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 2016 Valor 
Award Recipients, and thank each of the men 
and women who serve in the Town of Hern-
don Police Department. Their efforts, made on 
behalf of the citizens of our community, are 
selfless acts of heroism and truly merit our 
highest praise. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding this group of remarkable citi-
zens. 

f 

HONORING CONSTANCE BLAND 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Constance Bland, who 
is an Educator, a Leader and Public Servant. 

Constance G. Bland, Ph.D. was appointed 
Vice President of Academic Affairs (VPAA) at 
Mississippi Valley State University (MVSU) in 
the spring of 2014. As VPAA, she is respon-
sible for leadership, educational policy, aca-
demic programs, budgeting and resource allo-
cation; supervision of staff development pro-
grams, federal grant program administration; 
monitoring of personnel actions and trans-
actions, and participation in academic per-
sonnel policy development and negotiation. 
She is also responsible for relationships with 
the wider educational and occupational com-
munity, particularly the public schools, as well 
as additional responsibilities as assigned by 
the President. 

Before becoming VPAA, Dr. Bland was Pro-
fessor and Chair of the Department of Mathe-
matics, Computer and Information Sciences. 
She developed computer science educational 
curriculum related to database management 
systems, software engineering and introduc-
tion to computer science. In an effort to impact 

retention of computer science majors, she was 
involved in a project to determine the impact 
of introducing the concepts of object oriented 
programming for first year computer science 
students using a visual animation tool known 
as Alice. 

Dr. Bland also acquired significant external 
funding for the department from sources in-
cluding the National Science Foundation 
(NSF), the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), Eisenhower (state of 
Mississippi), SUN Microsystems and mini- 
grants from Jackson State University. Her last 
external funds secured for the department in-
cluded an S–STEM scholarship grant and an 
HBCU–UP implementation grant. A major 
focus of the scholarship grants secured by Dr. 
Bland involved initiatives to increase the num-
ber of computer science and mathematics ma-
jors at MVSU. Funds secured were used to in-
stitute tutorial services, provide student devel-
opment activities and support debt reduction 
though scholarships to decease external em-
ployment of students seeking degrees. The 
goal of the latest HBCU–UP grant is to en-
courage STEM graduates to pursue graduate 
education. 

Dr. Bland has devoted 23 years of service 
to MVSU, and has demonstrated her passion 
and commitment to the University, faculty, 
staff and students. Her involvement has been 
extensive, yet she finds time and energy to 
serve, work and lead, shouldering countless 
burdens with good humor and grace. She is a 
tower of strength and a strong force for pro-
gressive efficient public service. She always 
shows patience and tolerance, qualities of an 
experienced and committed leader. Dr. Bland 
is a visionary leader who inspires staff, stu-
dents and the community. She is responsible 
for developing MVSU’s first Women in Science 
and Technology Conference (WIST) designed 
to encourage young girls in grades 7th 
through 12th to consider majoring in STEM 
disciplines. The conference will celebrate its 
20th anniversary in Spring 2016 and can 
boast of numerous female students who have 
gone on to become practicing women in 
science and technology. 

Dr. Bland holds an Associate’s degree in 
Mathematics from Coahoma Junior College, a 
Bachelor of Arts in mathematics, Bachelor of 
Science in computer science, Master of 
Science degree in computer science and a 
Doctoral degree in computer engineering from 
the University of Mississippi. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Constance Bland, an Educator, 
a leader and Public Servant for her dedication 
to serving others and giving back to the Afri-
can American community. 

f 

HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT 
KEVIN WAGNER 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor First Lieutenant Kevin Wagner 
for his service to his country and community. 
1LT Wagner completed two tours in Iraq, each 
marked with heroism, tragedy, and compas-
sion. During his second tour, as the winter 
season settled into Mosul, rain fell with little 
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relief which caused his unit to suffer from 
painful trench foot. In response, 1LT Wagner 
withdrew the maximum amount from his pay, 
and anonymously purchased the entire stock 
of clean, dry, socks from the camp’s supply 
store. He then placed pairs on each soldier’s 
bed. His actions only came to light among his 
soldiers ten years later at a reunion. His serv-
ice earned him the Bronze Star, the Army 
Commendation Medal, Global War on Ter-

rorism Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal and the 
Combat Action Badge. 

Upon his return home, 1LT Wagner chan-
neled his leadership skills to better his com-
munity. He volunteers to help lead Vacation 
Bible School at his church, and serves as a 
mentor to at-risk children. 1LT Wagner and 
another veteran began a veteran’s support 
group, ‘‘Home After the War’’, that aims to 
help returning veterans talk through trauma 

they experienced in combat. After a tornado 
struck Henryville, Indiana, a friend called on 
Wagner to help her husband who was suf-
fering from violent flashbacks triggered by the 
destruction in the town. 1LT Wagner talked 
with him, helped him clean his home, and en-
couraged him as he reconstructed his life. 1LT 
Wagner’s compassion and sense of duty is 
apparent in his record both on the battlefield 
and at home. 
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