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IN RECOGNITION OF CHARLOTTE 
MCGALLICHER 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to recognize the tremendous work of my 
constituent Ms. Charlotte McGallicher of 
Round Hill, Virginia. Ms. McGallicher is a 
graduate and Student Ambassador of Monroe 
Technology Center where she received a cer-
tification in residential and commercial air con-
ditioning, refrigeration and heating equipment 
repair. This fall she will attend the University 
of South Alabama to study nursing. Whether 
assisting local businesses with her HVAC cer-
tification or helping Loudoun County parents 
and students as a Student Ambassador, she 
always makes a positive contribution to her 
community. 

In her most recent undertaking, Ms. 
McGallicher helped a local business owner, 
June Bush of Lothar’s Gourmet Sausages in 
Purcellville, save her malfunctioning freezer 
whose manufacturer had gone out of busi-
ness. Without a warranty, June was ready to 
throw away the freezer and buy a new one. 
But Ms. McGallicher—with the help of her 
HVAC teacher, Marty Park, and her fellow 
classmates—identified the freezer’s problem 
and fixed it. Putting her skills to work, Ms. 
McGallicher was able to lend a helping hand 
to a neighbor in need. 

Today, science, technology, engineering 
and math are critical to the future of our na-
tion. It is young STEM leaders, like Ms. 
McGallicher, who will help the United States 
maintain its vital lead in the global economy 
for the next generation. I strongly encourage 
Ms. McGallicher, and all of my constituents, to 
continue exploring and developing their tal-
ents. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding Ms. Charlotte McGallicher for 
her dedication to serving her community and 
helping others. I wish her all the best in all her 
future endeavors. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE RETIRE-
MENT OF CATERPILLAR INC. CEO 
DOUGLAS OBERHELMAN 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to recognize Douglas Oberhelman of Peo-
ria, Illinois for his notable tenure as Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Caterpillar Inc. 

In 1975, Douglas began his career with Cat-
erpillar in the treasury department. Since then, 
he has established himself as a leader and 
has participated in various businesses across 
the company. His talent and drive led to him 

being selected as Caterpillar’s Vice President 
and Chief Financial Officer in 1995. Sixteen 
years later, Oberhelman was named Chairman 
of the Board of Directors and Caterpillar’s 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Despite being named CEO in the midst of 
an economic crisis, Douglas led Caterpillar to 
the highest sales and revenue peak in com-
pany history. In addition to record high sales, 
Douglas focused on improving customer serv-
ice and safety standards within the company 
and across the world. 

Throughout his career, Oberhelman has had 
the distinguished honor of serving on the 
Board of Directors of the Exxon Mobil Cor-
poration, the Business Council, and being 
named Chairman of the Business Roundtable. 
Additionally, his remarkable leadership in the 
industry was further recognized when he was 
named Chair of the National Association of 
Manufacturers. Further, Douglas and his wife, 
Diane, have been generous supporters of our 
local community with longstanding donations 
of time and resources to the Easter Seals 
Foundation of Central Illinois, Millikin Univer-
sity, the Boy Scouts of America, and a mul-
titude of conservation organizations and ef-
forts. 

Douglas is known throughout Central Illinois 
for not only his outstanding business acumen, 
but also his innovative and visionary leader-
ship of Caterpillar. Our community has been 
fortunate to benefit from the hard work and 
leadership of Douglas Oberhelman, I extend 
my sincerest congratulations to him on a suc-
cessful career and I look forward to seeing his 
legacy continue in Central Illinois. 

f 

ELECTORS MUST BE BRIEFED BY 
INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY ON 
ACTIVITIES OF ENTITIES ALLIED 
WITH GOVERNMENT OF RUSSIA 
UNDERTAKEN TO INFLUENCE 
THE OUTCOME OF 2016 PRESI-
DENTIAL ELECTION 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the House Committee on the 
Judiciary and Homeland Security Committee; 
ranking member of the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Se-
curity, and Investigations, I rise today in sup-
port of the request of several Presidential 
Electors to be briefed by the Intelligence Com-
munities regarding the activities of the Govern-
ment of Russia to influence the outcome of 
the 2016 presidential election. 

Further, since this information bears directly 
on the decision to be made by the Electors, it 
must be provided to them before they are re-
quired to assemble in the several state cap-
itals to cast their votes. 

Mr. Speaker, the linchpin of representative 
democracies such as the United States is pub-

lic confidence in the political system, regime, 
and community. 

That confidence in turn rests upon the ex-
tent to which the public has faith that the sys-
tem employed to select its leaders accurately 
reflects its preferences. 

At bottom, this means that all citizens cast-
ing a vote have a fundamental right and rea-
sonable expectation that the votes cast count 
and are counted. 

This means that the American people must 
be able to freely elect their leaders without in-
terference, covert or overt, from foreign gov-
ernments or entities allied with foreign powers. 

As Alexander Hamilton explained in Fed-
eralist Paper No. 68, ‘‘On the Mode of Electing 
the President,’’ the Constitution reposes in 
each person chosen to serve as an Elector 
the sacred trust of disregarding the ‘talents for 
low intrigue, and the little arts of popularity,’ 
and instead selecting as President the person 
who is in the most ‘eminent degree endowed 
with the requisite qualifications.’ 

The facts related to the activities of the Gov-
ernment of Russia to influence the outcome of 
the 2016 presidential election bear directly on 
the decision to be made by the Electors and 
thus should be made known to them before 
they are required to assemble in the several 
state capitals to cast their votes. 

In Federalist Paper No. 68, Alexander Ham-
ilton warned that one of the ‘‘most deadly ad-
versaries of republican government arises 
‘chiefly from the desire in foreign powers to 
gain an improper ascendant in our councils’ 
and points out that there is no better way to 
achieve this objective than ‘than by raising a 
creature of their own to [be President], the 
chief magistracy of the Union.’ 

To guard against foreign machinations of 
this sort, the Constitution entrusted the selec-
tion of the President to Electors, ‘persons, se-
lected by their fellow-citizens from the general 
mass, most likely to possess the information 
and discernment requisite to such complicated 
investigations’ as choice of President. 

Given the gravity and consequences of the 
decision they are to make, it is essential that 
information they deem material to their delib-
erations should and must be provided to them. 

In this instance, that means being briefed by 
the Intelligence Community prior to December 
19, 2016 regarding the activities of entities al-
lied with the Government of Russia under-
taken to influence the outcome of the 2016 
presidential election. 

f 

MICHAEL PELLEGRINO BEING 
NAMED A FINALIST FOR THE 
WASHINGTON POST’S 2016 PRIN-
CIPAL OF THE YEAR 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Michael Pellegrino for being named 
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a finalist for the Washington Post’s 2016 Prin-
cipal of the Year Award. Mr. Pellegrino is the 
principal of Evergreen Mill Elementary School 
in Leesburg, Virginia. 

Mr. Pellegrino has led Evergreen Mill Ele-
mentary with distinction for the last five years. 
He has been lauded for embracing out-of-the- 
box techniques to ensure that his students 
have everything they need to succeed in the 
classroom. He was one of the first principals 
to institute the Backpack Buddies and Study 
Buddies programs. These programs send 
weekend meals home for hundreds of stu-
dents and offer a mentor and tutoring program 
respectively. For these actions and many oth-
ers, Mr. Pellegrino received the Washington 
Post Distinguished Educator Leader Award 
this year. 

Coming from a family of educators, I appre-
ciate the invaluable role that educators play in 
inspiring our students and communities. The 
work Mr. Pellegrino has done, and continues 
to do at Evergreen Mill will inspire and shape 
the lives of countless young men and women 
for decades to come. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize Mi-
chael Pellegrino for being named a finalist for 
the Washington Post’s 2016 Principal of the 
Year Award. I ask that my colleagues join me 
in congratulating him on this honor, and I wish 
him nothing but success in his future endeav-
ors. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MOORE 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Moore Catholic High School 
varsity football team for winning the Catholic 
High School Football League Class A division 
championship. 

After a championship drought lasting 13 
years, the Mavericks defeated Cardinal Spell-
man High School 32–22 last month to capture 
the Class A title. With only three seniors on 
the team, these young athletes proved that 
hard work, dedication, and perseverance are 
the keys to victory. After this resounding vic-
tory, I can certainly see why Moore Catholic 
has asked the Catholic High School Athletic 
Association to allow them to join the AA divi-
sion. The Mavericks never backed down from 
tough competition this past season, and they 
definitely won’t back down next season. 

Led by Head Coach Nick Giannatasio, the 
Mavericks plowed through their opponents in 
the regular season to finish with an 8–2 
record. This young team also showed its 
dominance in the stats. Wide Receiver Zach 
Hampton finished the season third overall in 
receiving yards in their division; Quarterback 
Vincenzo Scarola second in passing yards; 
and Running Back Justin Lacks first in rushing 
yards and touchdowns. But as each of them 
knows, you always put your team before any 
personal glory. The Mavericks exemplified 
teamwork and cooperation, so their champion-
ship should come as no surprise to their class-
mates, teachers, or parents. 

Mr. Speaker, this team gave their time, ef-
fort, and sweat to be where they are today. 

Their championship was well deserved and I 
wish them nothing but continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOUTHERN RE-
SEARCH FOR 75 YEARS OF SERV-
ING OUR NATION THROUGH 
SCIENCE AND INNOVATION 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I am proud to recognize Southern Re-
search, a crown jewel of scientific and engi-
neering research and innovation 
headquartered in the 7th District of Alabama, 
on its 75th Anniversary. 

Throughout its 75-year history, Southern 
Research’s scientists and researchers have 
been extraordinary stewards of the federal and 
private funds they have earned to solve our 
nation’s most pressing challenges, including 
finding cancer cures, fighting infectious dis-
eases, supporting our nation’s defense, pro-
tecting our environment, and creating clean 
energy technologies, among many others. 

Since 1941, the researchers and scientists 
at Southern Research have performed work 
on behalf of countless private and government 
organizations, including the National Cancer 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, the U.S. 
Department of Defense, the U.S. Department 
of Commerce, the U.S. Department of Energy, 
NASA, and others in the healthcare, aero-
space, and utility industries, in seeking to re-
solve the world’s greatest challenges. 

Southern Research is headquartered in Bir-
mingham, Alabama and today, hires nearly 
500 scientists and engineers working in lab-
oratories and offices in Wilsonville and Hunts-
ville, Alabama; Frederick, Maryland; Durham, 
North Carolina; Houston, Texas; and 
Cartersville, Georgia. 

Southern Research’s drug development 
record, particularly for FDA-approved 
anticancer drugs, rivals any other nonprofit re-
search organization in the United States. 
Today, Southern Research is developing 18 
drugs to combat various forms of cancer, ALS, 
Alzheimer’s, diabetes, kidney disease, Parkin-
son’s and tuberculosis, among others. The 
drug development division also has an out-
standing and notable record of achievement in 
infectious diseases and vaccine development, 
particularly work in HIV/AIDS, and mosquito 
borne viruses, such as Zika. 

Southern Research has evaluated roughly 
half of the 200 FDA-approved cancer drugs on 
the market today and has successfully discov-
ered seven of them. One of these drugs is 
Clofarabine, which was given FDA approval in 
2004 and is used in the treatment of pediatric 
leukemia. It is currently being used to treat 
children not only at Children’s Hospital of Ala-
bama in Birmingham but at hospitals around 
the world. 

In addition to drug discovery and develop-
ment, Southern Research has a long history of 
technology development in engineering, in-
cluding work on Prompt Global Strike and an 
aerial engineering system used by NASA to 
capture full motion high definition video of 
rocket launches. 

The scientists in the Energy and Environ-
ment division at Southern Research are at the 

forefront of work to produce cleaner energy 
and water, develop new sources of energy, 
and drive innovation that addresses climate 
change and coincides with the Clean Tech 
Revolution nationally. 

It is clear the investments our federal gov-
ernment has made in Southern Research are 
dwarfed by the returns our nation and world 
have received from the achievements this 
prestigious research organization has made in 
its four divisions: Drug Discovery, Drug Devel-
opment, Engineering, and Energy and Envi-
ronment. 

The people of Southern Research, from its 
current president and CEO, Art Tipton, to all of 
the visionaries who have worked tirelessly in 
its labs and offices over the past 75 years, are 
to be commended on this tremendous occa-
sion. The feats they have achieved, through 
the legacy of Southern Research’s founder, 
Tom Martin, have benefitted not only the 
South, but the entire nation and world. 

It is a privilege and honor to represent 
Southern Research in Congress. I extend not 
only my congratulations on 75 years of 
groundbreaking accomplishments, but my sin-
cere gratitude to the remarkable people of 
Southern Research for the work they have 
done to improve the lives of countless people 
across the world through research and innova-
tion over the past 75 years. 

f 

ON MARK MILLER RECEIVING THE 
VIRGINIA LIBRARY ASSOCIA-
TION’S TRUSTEE LIBRARY 
AWARD 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate Mark Miller on receiving the Vir-
ginia Library Association’s Trustee Library 
Award. Mr. Miller has diligently served the 
Loudoun community for many years and is 
more than deserving of this honor. 

Loudoun County’s public libraries are an 
enormously important resource for our com-
munity, as they serve as centers of knowledge 
and learning. His efforts to expand and im-
prove LCPL have resulted in a number of 
great developments such as the future 
Brambleton Public Library. I cannot stress 
enough how important it is too have leaders 
like Mark, who understand the needs and 
character of our community. 

His dedication to improving both our district 
and the country as a whole is evident through 
his work on Loudoun County Public Library’s 
Board of Trustees. I am proud to call Mark a 
friend as I have had the privilege of working 
with him and his wife Ellyn through the 
Smashing Walnuts Foundation. I look forward 
to continuing to work with him to better our 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating Mark Miller for receiving 
the Virginia Library Association’s Trustee Li-
brary Award. It is a privilege to represent him 
and I wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors. 
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S. 3084 AMERICAN INNOVATION 
AND COMPETITIVENESS ACT 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to support S. 3084, the American In-
novation and Competitiveness Act. 

This bill represents a bicameral, bipartisan 
agreement between legislation that recently 
passed the Senate Commerce, Science and 
Transportation Committee and nine House 
Science Committee bills that passed the full 
House over the last two years, including H.R. 
1806, the America COMPETES Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2015. 

This bill maximizes the nation’s investment 
in basic research. It improves accountability 
and transparency, reduces administrative bur-
den on researchers, enhances agency over-
sight, which improves research coordination, 
and reforms federal science agency programs 
to increase the impact of taxpayer-funded re-
search. 

The investment in basic research helps 
boost U.S. competitiveness, creates jobs and 
spurs new business and industries. 

First and foremost, the bill helps ensure that 
research grants funded by the National 
Science Foundation are in the ‘‘national inter-
est.’’ 

The House and Senate worked together to 
find common ground on language that ensures 
each NSF grant award has scientific merit and 
is required to serve the national interest 
through a broader impacts criterion, which 
supports one of seven goals. 

These goals are: 
Increasing the economic competitiveness in 

the United States. 
Advancing of the health and welfare of the 

American public. 
Supporting the national defense of the 

United States. 
Enhancing partnerships between academia 

and industry in the United States. 
Developing an American STEM workforce 

that is globally competitive through improved 
prekindergarten through grade 12 STEM edu-
cation and teacher development, and im-
proved ungraduated STEM education and in-
struction. 

Improving public scientific literacy and public 
engagement with science and technology in 
the United States. 

Expanding participation of women and indi-
viduals from underrepresented groups in 
STEM. 

Each public NSF award announcement 
must make clear, in non-technical language, 
how at least one of these goals is met, affirm-
ing that the project is worthy of taxpayer sup-
port, based on scientific merit and national in-
terest. 

The American Innovation and Competitive-
ness Act preserves the intent of H.R. 3293, 
the Scientific Research in the National Interest 
Act, a bill I authored that passed the House 
earlier this year. 

I believe this provision will go a long way to-
wards ensuring the grant-making process at 
NSF is transparent and accountable to the 
American public. It also makes permanent and 
enhances some of the reforms NSF already 
has underway. 

Title I of the bill includes key provisions from 
House-passed H.R. 5049, the NSF Major Fa-
cility Research Reform Act, introduced by 
Science Committee Oversight Chairman 
BARRY LOUDERMILK. 

It also requires NSF to address concerns 
about waste and abuse. It improves oversight 
of large facility construction, increases over-
sight on the use of rotator personnel, and up-
dates conflict of interest policies. 

S. 3084 incorporates a number of provisions 
to improve research coordination across the 
federal government in computing, neuro-
science, cybersecurity and the physical 
sciences, specifically radiation biology, fusion 
energy, and high energy physics. 

Most notably, Title I of the bill contains 
House-passed H.R. 5312, the Networking and 
Information Technology Research and Devel-
opment (NITRD) Act, authored by Science 
Committee Member DARIN LAHOOD. 

The bill updates and improves the inter-
agency NITRD program, which coordinates 
the Federal R&D investment portfolio in un-
classified networking, computing, software and 
cybersecurity. 

Additionally, S. 3084 includes other en-
hancements to federal cybersecurity research 
and standards. 

The bill directs the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) to study the 
effectiveness of federal agency information se-
curity programs and practices, and the chal-
lenges to federal agencies’ implementation of 
NIST standards and guidelines. 

Other provisions also are included from H.R. 
6066, the Cybersecurity Responsibility and Ac-
countability Act of 2016, introduced by Rep-
resentative RALPH ABRAHAM, which passed the 
Science Committee in September. 

Title II includes H.R. 1119, the Research 
and Development Efficiency Act. This House- 
passed bill sponsored by the Research & 
Technology Subcommittee Chair BARBARA 
COMSTOCK helps reduce the regulatory bur-
dens on federally funded researchers, so more 
time can be spent on research, not redtape. 

Title III of the bill improves coordination of 
STEM education activities across the Federal 
Government. A well-educated and trained 
high-tech workforce ensures our future eco-
nomic prosperity. 

This means motivating more American stu-
dents to study science, math, and engineering 
so they will want to pursue these careers. The 
bill authorizes a STEM education advisory 
panel of outside experts to help guide federal 
STEM education program decision making 
and help ensure the best results for the tax-
payer investment. 

The title also continues the commitment of 
the STEM Education Act, a law I authored, 
which makes computer science part of STEM 
Education. That bill authorizes grants for com-
puter science education research as an inte-
gral part of STEM education programs. 

Finally, title IV and title V include a number 
of provisions to improve manufacturing innova-
tion and leveraging the private sector in im-
proved public-private partnerships. 

It includes updates to NIST’s Manufacturing 
Extension Program to improve participation 
and oversight. It promotes entrepreneurship 
education by expanding NSF’s successful In-
novation Corps program. And it expands op-
portunities for science prize competitions by 
reducing barriers and providing participants 
with IP protections. 

America’s future economic strength and na-
tional security depends on innovation. Public 
and private investments in research and de-
velopment fuel the economy, create jobs and 
lead to new technologies that benefit Ameri-
cans’ daily lives. 

I urge adoption of this pro-science bill that 
will help America remain the global leader in 
basic research discovery and technological in-
novation. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT AND 
CAREER OF DOUG PETERSON, 
PRESIDENT OF THE MINNESOTA 
FARMERS UNION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute and honor the career of Doug 
Peterson, who will retire from his position as 
President of the Minnesota Farmers Union on 
December 31, 2016. For more than two dec-
ades, Doug has served Minnesotans as an 
elected official and as leader of the state’s 
largest nonprofit representing farmers and 
their families. 

As a member of the Minnesota State Legis-
lature from 1990 to 2002, Representative 
Peterson protected the economic interests and 
quality of life of family farmers and rural com-
munities. As a fellow legislator, it was an 
honor to serve with him for eight years and 
work closely with him on the Environment and 
Natural Resources Committee and later on the 
Environment, Natural Resources and Agri-
culture Finance Committee. I witnessed first- 
hand the level of expertise and commitment 
he brought to his work. It is a privilege to con-
tinue to call him a friend and an ally on issues 
important to Minnesota’s families. 

Beginning in 2002, Peterson became presi-
dent of the Minnesota Farmers Union. Few 
people have had more of a positive and last-
ing impact on Minnesota agriculture policy. A 
fierce advocate for Minnesota’s family farmers, 
he has worked tirelessly to shape and pro-
mote policies that protect their financial inter-
ests. His hard work on behalf of the farming 
community was most recently acknowledged 
when he was awarded with the 2016 Distin-
guished Friend of Extension by the University 
of Minnesota. His leadership as the head of 
the Minnesota Farmers Union and work with 
Extension has advanced family farming and 
helped ensure that farmers are provided with 
the tools they need on and off the farm to suc-
ceed, 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
distinguished career of Doug Peterson and his 
tremendous work on behalf of Minnesotans. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. RICHARD 
T. GILLESPIE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to use this time in recognition of Mr. 
Richard T. Gillespie, an extraordinarily gifted 
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leader and educator from Loudoun County in 
the 10th Congressional District of Virginia. Mr. 
Gillespie is retiring from his position as Execu-
tive Director at the Mosby Heritage Area Asso-
ciation after over ten years of protecting his-
toric landmarks throughout our great Com-
monwealth. 

Prior to joining the Mosby Heritage Area As-
sociation, Mr. Gillespie served the Loudoun 
community for 30 years as a distinguished ed-
ucator at Loudoun Valley High School in 
Purcellville, Virginia. During his time with 
Loudoun Valley High School he was able to 
shape the lives of countless young men and 
women. 

Coming from a family of educators, I appre-
ciate the invaluable role that educators play in 
inspiring our students and communities. The 
work Mr. Gillespie has done both at Loudoun 
Valley High School and in the wider commu-
nity to preserve the history of our area will be 
felt for decades to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I now ask that my colleagues 
join me in thanking Mr. Richard T. Gillespie for 
his unbelievable work teaching and preserving 
history over the decades, and his unwavering 
dedication to the people of Loudoun County. It 
is an honor to represent Mr. Gillespie, and I 
wish him all the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING CHRISTIAN ‘‘CHRIS’’ J. 
SCHOPPMEYER 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Christian ‘‘Chris’’ J. Schoppmeyer, whose self-
lessness, generosity, and love for his family 
improved the lives of those fortunate enough 
to know him or benefit from his work as a cus-
todian of the public interest. 

Born in Queens, New York on January 28, 
1957 to Frederick Freyer and Helen Grace 
(Eisinger) Schoppmeyer, he was raised by his 
mother Helen and stepfather William 
Schoppmeyer. A graduate of Unity College in 
Maine and Daniel Webster College in New 
Hampshire, Mr. Schoppmeyer began his law 
enforcement career in 1977 with the New 
Hampshire Fish and Game Department. In 
1980, he built on his investigations experience 
by moving to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice where he enforced laws that protected 
wildlife and the land that sustains it. 

Mr. Schoppmeyer spent the last 21 years of 
his career as a Special Agent at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration en-
forcing federal marine laws and treaties begin-
ning in 1987. He strengthened his growing 
reputation as a passionate, principled leader 
and mentor. Former colleagues tell detailed 
stories about how he inspired them through 
his actions to follow in his line of work, and 
how we went out of his way for those who 
sought his counsel. 

Mr. Schoppmeyer gave back to his profes-
sion by being more than just a mentor. The 
leadership positions he held within the Federal 
Law Enforcement Officers Association are 
many; Agency President for the NOAA Fish-
eries Service, Office for Law Enforcement, 
Founder and President of the New Hampshire 
chapter, Vice President for Agency Affairs, 
and Vice President of Program and Develop-
ment. 

For many years, Chris organized fundraiser 
events for the National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial Fund and the FLEOA Founda-
tion (NLEOMF) by organizing law enforcement 
appreciation events with the Boston Red Sox 
organization. Through his efforts, Chris raised 
thousands of dollars for both organizations. 
Last July, while he was battling terminal can-
cer, he organized and planned the Canine 
Law Enforcement Appreciation night at 
Fenway Park. This was a major undertaking 
with many moving parts, but Chris saw it 
through flawlessly. 

Mr. Schoppmeyer gave back to his commu-
nity by sharing his passion and talents for the 
outdoors with children. The Newmarket Fish-
ing Derby (cofounder), Newmarket School to 
Career program (volunteer), and Newmarket 
Conservation Commission (Chairman) are all 
marks of his legacy. 

The accomplishments and accolades tell a 
story of excellence across his endeavors. 
Strafford Rivers Conservationist of the Year; 
Chevron National Conservation Award, Citizen 
Volunteer Category; NH Governor Conserva-
tionist of the Year; Conservation Law Enforce-
ment Chief’s Special Agent of The Year; 
NOAA/ NMFS Bronze Award; Federal Law En-
forcement Officers Association Investigative 
Excellence Award; U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
Connecticut, Certificate of Recognition; Coast-
al Conservation Association, Conservationist 
of The Year; New Hampshire Congressional 
Law Enforcement Award; and NOAA/NMFS 
Silver Award. 

The theme of selflessness that permeated 
all aspects of his life was on display when he 
last testified before Congress on July 28, 
2015. He endured the stress of being the sole 
witness for the minority with grace, candor, re-
spect, and clarity without breathing a word of 
his recent stage 4 pancreatic cancer diagnosis 
and ongoing treatment. He preferred that the 
focus be on providing the best defense of his 
profession and the natural world that he and 
his colleagues sought to protect every day. 
With characteristic humility, he described his 
work and that of his peers in the hearing; ‘‘We 
protect natural resources. We also protect the 
public that visits these parks.’’ 

Nothing was more important to Mr. 
Schoppmeyer than his family. He loved his 
wife of 34 years, Terri, deeply. He spoke with 
beaming pride of his son, Travis, daughter, 
Erin, and his grandkids, Jakoby and Violet. He 
was irrevocably dedicated to his mother Helen 
Schoppmeyer, his Daughter-in-law Carolyn, 
brother Steven Schoppmeyer and his wife 
Mary, his sister Susan Gray and her husband 
Dennis, and his nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins. 

Please join me in celebrating Chris 
Schoppmeyer whose selflessness, devotion to 
family, and passion for the outdoors left the 
word a better place when he left it than when 
he arrived. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BOY SCOUT TROOP 159 
OF THE MCHENRY COUNTY COUN-
CIL 

HON. RANDY HULTGREN 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I wish to rec-
ognize Boy Scout Troop 159 of the McHenry 

County Council in Illinois as they celebrate 
their 100th Anniversary this year. Thanks to 
First United Methodist Church of Woodstock, 
Troop 159 is one of the oldest continuously 
chartered troops in the country with thousands 
of Scouts having belonged to the Troop 
through the years. 

For more than a century, young men in the 
McHenry County area have had the oppor-
tunity to grow in character, physical fitness 
and civic duty through their time in Scouting. 
Although our world has changed dramatically 
since the inception of Troop 159, the skills and 
virtues needed to live honorably have not. 
Courage, empathy, resourcefulness and re-
sponsibility are timeless. Troop 159 has nur-
tured these qualities through Scouting and has 
been a constant source of positive influence 
on the surrounding communities. We look for-
ward to the Troop’s next 100 years of fruitful 
service. 

I salute Troop 159 for their service to our 
community and to the state of Illinois. To the 
Scouts, their family and friends that support 
them, we say thank you and congratulations 
on your 100th Anniversary. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JIM 
NORTHUP’S RETIREMENT FROM 
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to take this time to recognize Jim 
Northup, who has served our nation for 36 
years as an extraordinary leader within the 
National Park Service and will be hanging up 
his ranger hat and retiring on January 2, 2017. 

My constituents in the Northern Shen-
andoah Valley and I owe Jim Northup a spe-
cial debt of gratitude for going beyond the call 
of duty concerning the Cedar Creek and Belle 
Grove National Historical Park, a small but 
historically important partnership park that is 
primarily located in my Congressional District. 
After its superintendent retired, the park was 
left without sufficient leadership and there was 
great concern that it would not get the atten-
tion from the NPS that it needed. Jim, who 
was already the Superintendent of one of the 
busiest parks in the nation at Shenandoah Na-
tional Park, took on the additional role of Su-
perintendent of the smaller historical park. He 
generously gave of his time and energy in 
working with site managers Amy Bracewell 
and Karen Beck-Herzog to achieve a number 
of significant improvements in park planning, 
operations, community relations, and to ac-
complish an ambitious celebration of the Na-
tional Park Service Centennial at the park. 

Always ready for a challenge, Northup 
began his work with the National Park Service 
in Shenandoah National Park as a seasonal 
ranger. Over the course of his remarkable ca-
reer, Jim has worked as an interpretive and 
protection ranger, a natural resources spe-
cialist, a wildland fire and aviation specialist, a 
chief law enforcement ranger, and for the past 
12 years, as a superintendent. His assign-
ments have included work at Big Bend, Grand 
Canyon, Great Smoky Mountains, Grand 
Teton, Guadalupe Mountains and Shenandoah 
national parks, and Cape Hatteras and Fire Is-
land national seashores, the Buffalo National 
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River, Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, and 
Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National Histor-
ical Park. He has also done international con-
servation work in Mexico, Canada, the Repub-
lic of Georgia and China. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to conclude my remarks 
by asking my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing and thanking Parks Superintendent Jim 
Northup, an extraordinary public servant and 
patriot who has gone significantly beyond what 
would be expected of any individual, to learn 
about the magnificent beauty of our natural re-
sources, our fascinating national history, and 
to do all that he could to protect, preserve and 
share what he had learned with his fellow citi-
zens and with visitors from around the world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COACH TIM 
THORNTON 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor Tim Thornton, Head Coach of Peoria 
High School football, for his outstanding sea-
son and recognition as Coach of the Year. 

Recently, Coach Thornton’s football team 
won the Class 5A Illinois High School Associa-
tion State Football Championship. In addition 
to this incredible accomplishment, Coach 
Thornton was honored with the title of Illinois 
Coach of the Year by Friday Night Football 
Magazine, and received Athletico’s Coach of 
the Year Award. 

Since Coach Thornton began his tenure as 
head football coach of Peoria High School, the 
team has made remarkable strides. This sea-
son, Coach Thornton achieved a record of 13– 
1, the best in the school’s history. However, 
their success did not stop there as the team 
also went on to win the Big 12 Conference 
Championship and the Illinois State Cham-
pionship, another best for the school’s football 
program. 

Coach Thornton has worked tirelessly with 
his players not only on the field, but also off, 
helping them to become valuable members of 
our community. As an extraordinary coach and 
mentor, Coach Thornton exemplifies what can 
be achieved through hard work and dedica-
tion. He is an invaluable member of our com-
munity and the 18th District, and I am honored 
to share the same hometown and values. 

Coach Thornton is an extraordinary role 
model for the youth in our community, and I 
look forward to the great accomplishments 
that he will achieve in the future. I congratu-
late him on not only a fantastic season, but 
also a most deserved recognition as Coach of 
the Year. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF LAWRENCE K. 
DODGE 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor the life of Lawrence K. 
Dodge, who passed away on December 1, 
2016. 

A third-generation Californian and San 
Bernardino County native, Mr. Dodge grew up 
on a citrus farm in Redlands. He joined the 
U.S. Marine Corps after high school and 
served as an aviator with the 1st Marine Air-
craft Wing. In 1969, at the age of twenty- 
seven, Mr. Dodge became the youngest CEO 
of a national insurance group. Dodge went on 
to found the American Sterling Corporation in 
1977. 

Through the years, Mr. Dodge was a gen-
erous philanthropist who gave back signifi-
cantly to his community, including a gift to his 
high school, Redlands High School, which en-
abled the construction of Dodge Stadium. 
Dodge was also instrumental in the develop-
ment of the Lawrence and Kristin Dodge Col-
lege of Film and Media Arts, through what 
was, at the time, the largest single gift in 
Chapman’s history. Dodge supported a wide 
range of organizations and projects serving 
families and children. 

Many future generations will continue to 
enjoy the benefits of Mr. Dodge’s perpetual 
kindness. Always the optimist, Mr. Dodge will 
be remembered for his interminable service to 
his country and his community. 

f 

JOHN TUCK BEING NAMED THE 
RECIPIENT OF THE WASHINGTON 
POST’S 2016 AGNES MEYER 
AWARD 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize John Tuck for being named the re-
cipient for the Washington Post’s 2016 Agnes 
Meyer Award. Mr. Tuck is the fifth grade math 
and science teacher at Rolling Ridge Elemen-
tary School in Sterling, Virginia. 

Mr. Tuck has served at Rolling Ridge Ele-
mentary with distinction for the last five years. 
He has been lauded for embracing out-of-the- 
box techniques to ensure that his students 
have everything they need to succeed in the 
classroom. Instead of desks, Mr. Tuck opts for 
four stations in order to involve every student, 
from the highest skill level to the lowest. He 
uses real life math situations in order to en-
gage his students while creating a base for 
solid math concepts that his students will need 
throughout life. For these actions and many 
others, Mr. Tuck received the Washington 
Post Agnes Meyer Award this year. 

Coming from a family of educators, I appre-
ciate the invaluable role that educators play in 
inspiring our students and communities. The 
work Mr. Tuck has done, and continues to do 
at Rolling Ridge will inspire and shape the 
lives of countless young men and women for 
decades to come. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
John Tuck for being named a finalist for the 
Washington Post’s 2016 Agnes Meyer Award. 
I ask that my colleagues join me in congratu-
lating him on this honor, and I wish him noth-
ing but success in his future endeavors. 

OPINION PIECE BY BERNARD 
ARONSON 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
include in the RECORD an excellent opinion 
piece by Bernard Aronson, the United States 
Special Envoy to the Colombian Peace Proc-
ess, which was published in the New York 
Times on December 14, 2016. Mr. Aronson 
has played a crucial role in supporting Colom-
bian President Juan Manuel Santos in bringing 
an end to his country’s 52 year war with the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC). I very much appreciate Mr. Aronson’s 
service to our country. 

Moving forward, I believe we must support 
Colombia in peace just as we have supported 
the country through years of war. I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues in the 
next Congress in doing just that. 
COLOMBIA NEEDS HELP TO MAKE PEACE LAST 

(By Bernard Aronson, Dec. 13, 2016) 
OSLO.—On Nov. 29, a 6-year-old Colombian 

girl, Yisely Isarama, was killed by a land 
mine in Choco Province. The same day, the 
Colombian Senate voted 75 to 0 to ratify 
peace accords to end the 52-year war between 
the government and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia, known as the 
FARC. 

In microcosm, the two events encapsulate 
Colombia’s past and its potential future. 

In his Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech 
here on Saturday, the president of Colombia, 
Juan Manuel Santos, the architect of the 
peace settlement, called the war ‘‘a half-cen-
tury nightmare.’’ It claimed 220,000 Colom-
bian lives, most of them civilians’, and drove 
six million from their homes. In United 
States population terms, that would trans-
late into 1.3 million dead and 36 million dis-
placed Americans. Colombians year after 
year are killed or injured by land mines at 
rates higher than in any country except Af-
ghanistan. 

Under the agreement, FARC combatants 
will disarm and demobilize over 180 days 
under United Nations supervision. For most 
Colombians, it will be their first day living 
in a nation at peace. But the peace settle-
ment, hammered out in Havana after four 
and a half years of negotiations, and revised 
following the loss of a plebiscite, aims to do 
far more than silence the guns, as welcome 
as the end of the conflict is. 

The peace accord sets out to bridge the 
great historic divide between what President 
Santos calls ‘‘the two Colombias’’: the Co-
lombia of developed, modern urban centers 
and the Colombia of the vast, impoverished 
interior, where historically there has been 
little or no government presence and, as a 
result, little security, justice, rule of law or 
access to roads, health care and education. 
That is where the war was fought. 

To close this gap, the government has com-
mitted itself to a far-reaching program of 
rural development for the largely peasant 
population that includes provision of land, 
titles, credit, roads, and crop substitution 
programs. To allow arable land to be cul-
tivated safely, land mines must be removed. 

The Kroc Institute for International Peace 
Studies at the University of Notre Dame, 
which is monitoring the enforcement of the 
agreement, reports that half of all nego-
tiated peace settlements fail and the conflict 
resumes. Those that succeed address not just 
security, but also the social and economic 
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roots of the war. The institute says Colom-
bia’s agreement addresses root causes more 
comprehensively than any other negotiated 
settlement has. 

Every weekday, get thought-provoking 
commentary from Op-Ed columnists, the 
Times editorial board and contributing writ-
ers from around the world. 

That is no accident. More than in any pre-
vious conflict negotiation, Colombia put vic-
tims at the center of the process. Victims’ 
issues were not only on the table; victims 
themselves were at the table, regularly and 
often, asserting their rights and concerns. As 
a result, the agreement stipulates that the 
worst perpetrators of wartime atrocities— 
whether guerrillas, paramilitaries, or state 
actors—must confess their crimes, make rep-
arations and accept sentences that include 
up to eight years of ‘‘restorative justice,’’ 
such as removing land mines, that are 
deemed acceptable to their victims and ‘‘ef-
fective restrictions on liberty.’’ Displaced 
persons must be compensated or returned to 
their homes and the remains of the dis-
appeared, where possible, identified and re-
turned to loved ones. 

To fulfill these and other commitments, 
the government must create far-reaching 
programs and policies that will cost billions 
of dollars and take years to carry out. It 
must establish a system of transitional jus-
tice, a truth commission and investigative 
and protective units to safeguard the lives of 
demobilized former combatants and human 
rights activists. 

Colombia will bear the largest burden, but 
the international community, led by the 
United States, must continue to help. 

The United States has no closer strategic 
partner in Latin America than Colombia, 
and our interests in the region are inter-
twined. Colombian trainers and troops are 
working today with their American counter-
parts to help Mexico and Central America’s 
Northern Triangle countries—El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Honduras—combat the drug 
cartel violence that is fueling refugee flows, 
largely of unaccompanied minors. If, in turn, 
Colombia with American assistance can re-
verse its recent upturn in coca leaf produc-
tion, it will take pressure off the Northern 
Triangle’s embattled governments and insti-
tutions. 

Two decades ago, Colombia was nearly 
overrun by guerrilla armies, paramilitaries 
and drug cartels. Colombians, at great sac-
rifice, fought back, strengthened their demo-
cratic institutions, and created today’s op-
portunity for peace. Colombian leaders and 
citizens deserve the greatest share of the 
credit. But steady, sustained bipartisan 
American support and assistance for 16 years 
under Plan Colombia made a crucial dif-
ference. 

If the peace agreement succeeds, Colombia 
will emerge as the strongest democracy in 
Latin America, a political and economic 
model for the region. As in the past, the 
United States should help Colombia reach 
that goal with continuing bipartisan sup-
port. Passage of President Obama’s request 
for $450 million in fiscal 2017 for an economic 
assistance program called Paz (Peace) Co-
lombia would send the hemisphere, where 
support for Colombia’s peace process is uni-
versal, an encouraging signal about Amer-
ican staying power. 

In September, at the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, Secretary of State John 
Kerry and his Norwegian counterpart, Borge 
Brende, secured commitments of $106 million 
from a coalition of 25 countries to help Co-
lombia clear its land mines by 2021. Presi-
dent Santos showed the group a pamphlet 
that teaches Colombian children how to 
avoid land mines on the way to school. 

Mr. Santos said he dreamed of the day 
when such pamphlets would teach Colombian 

students only science, art, mathematics or 
poetry, because Colombia would be land- 
mine free. Helping turn that dream into a re-
ality would be a fitting memorial to Yisely 
Isarama. 

f 

HONORING LORI HARJU 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to acknowledge and express my deep appre-
ciation to Lori Harju for 25 years of govern-
ment service the last five dedicated to serving 
me and the people of Texas’ 8th Congres-
sional District. 

Lori began her career working for her local 
Congressman, Guy Vander Jagt of Michigan. 
She grew up not far from the shores of Lake 
Michigan, in the town of Kaleva, and misses it 
to this day. I can’t tell you how many times 
I’ve seen pictures of Lake Michigan, and of 
her many nieces and nephews as they have 
always been displayed in her office and on her 
screen saver. She brought with her to Wash-
ington the upper Midwest values of hard work, 
common sense, and humility—perfect at-
tributes for working for a Member of Congress. 

From Representative Vander Jagt’s office, 
Lori moved on to work for some of this body’s 
most prestigious Members. She worked for 
Congressman Dave Camp of Michigan, who 
served as Chairman of the Ways & Means 
Committee, and for Congressman Phil Crane, 
another one of the Ways & Means Commit-
tee’s most powerful and storied Members. Lori 
then moved to a senior political position in the 
Administration of George W. Bush, serving as 
the head of congressional affairs at the De-
partment of Commerce’s International Trade 
Administration. 

I was fortunate to be able to hire Lori at the 
end of President Bush’s second term. Few 
people know Congressional procedures or 
how to get things done in Congress like she 
does. She originally served as my Legislative 
Director, and later became my Chief of Staff 
When I became Chairman of the Ways & 
Means Committee a little over a year ago, I 
asked her to help on the Committee as my 
Senior Advisor, because of her vast experi-
ence working with Ways and Means Com-
mittee members. Indeed, Lori has now worked 
for three senior Members of the Ways & 
Means Committee, a record few congressional 
staffers can match. 

I have always relied upon Lori’s counsel and 
appreciate her forthrightness and her integrity. 
Lori has always served with humility and 
grace. I hope Lori will now have a little more 
time to spend with her family near the shores 
of Lake Michigan, but I also hope, as she 
leaves government service and begins the 
next phase of her career, that she won’t move 
far and will continue to offer her valuable 
counsel. I and the rest of this House will miss 
her. 

H.R. 4680, NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE CENTENNIAL ACT 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the National Park Service Cen-
tennial Act. This year, our nation is celebrating 
the first one hundred years of what filmmaker 
Ken Burns so accurately labelled ‘‘America’s 
best idea’’. With this legislation, we are help-
ing to strengthen the National Park Service for 
its second century of serving visitors and con-
serving our national treasures. 

America’s National Parks are the best ex-
ample of our commitment to preserve and cel-
ebrate the natural wonder and cultural herit-
age of the United States. It is our responsi-
bility to ensure that future generations can 
have the same chance our families do to ex-
perience our national landscapes and history. 

The Centennial Act will support that goal by 
building upon the public-private partnerships 
created by the extremely successful National 
Park Service’s Centennial Challenge. Federal 
investments of $25 million over the past two 
years have been more than doubled by private 
investments. These public-private collabora-
tions provide an opportunity to reinvest in our 
parks and to re-engage with the hundreds of 
millions of visitors who come to our parks 
every year. In Minnesota’s 4th District, the 
Centennial Challenge supported a vibrant new 
visitor center in the heart of St. Paul to con-
nect families to an urban National Park: the 
Mississippi National River and Recreation 
Area. 

In addition, the Centennial Act establishes 
an endowment for the National Park Service. 
The gifts and donations that go into the en-
dowment will form a base of funding to ad-
dress future park projects and needs. This en-
dowment fund will protect ancient landscapes 
and tell the ever evolving story of the Amer-
ican people and our nation. It will help to pre-
serve the unique ecosystem within our oldest 
parks, like Yellowstone and Yosemite. It will 
demonstrate the diversity of the American 
dream at the newly created Stonewall and 
Belmont-Paul Women’s Equality National 
Monuments. 

For a century, the National Park Service has 
conserved our natural treasures, preserved 
our cultural heritage, offered unparalleled op-
portunities for recreation, and taught young 
and old alike about the history of our land and 
our people. This is an impressive legacy, and 
it is one we must build upon to keep our na-
tional parks a part of our national fabric for 
generations to come. 

The National Park Service Centennial Act is 
an important step forward to protecting that 
legacy, and I urge all my colleagues to sup-
port it. 

f 

IN HONOR OF WESTFIELD HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 16, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize a school in my District which was 
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recently crowned as state champion in foot-
ball. The Westfield High School Bulldogs Foot-
ball team, led by Athletic Director Terri Towle, 
Head Coach Kyle Simmons and Assistant 
Coaches Dan Keating, Jon Shields, Mike 
Giancola, Pete Bendorf, Jose Ardon, Alex 
Callas, Mike King, Chris Coyer, and Curtis 
Knight, was one of several teams who won 
state titles in a variety of sports from Virginia’s 
10th Congressional District. I am proud of their 
hard work in achieving this goal. They prac-
ticed long hours as a team, and this extraor-
dinary achievement shows how far dedication, 
hard work, and commitment to teamwork can 
take a group as they played against some of 
the best competition in the nation. 

This year’s state championship was a re-
match of the 2015 state championship, where 
Westfield defeated Oscar Smith High School 
in quadruple overtime. Oscar Smith jumped 
out to a 7–0 lead in the first quarter; but West-

field took the lead in the second with touch-
downs by Nolan Cockrill and Sean Eckert. 
They extended their lead to 21–7 in the third 
after Nathaniel Chung punched in a third 
touchdown. However, Oscar Smith stormed 
back in the fourth quarter, scoring two touch-
downs and executing a two point conversion 
with seven seconds left on the clock to send 
the game to overtime. Oscar Smith struck first 
with a touchdown pass on the first play. With 
the game on the line, Westfield answered with 
a touchdown pass of its own, tying the game 
at 28 and forcing a second overtime. Westfield 
had capitalized on having the first possession, 
with Rehman Johnson throwing his fourth 
touchdown of the night to Ivory Frimpong. 
Westfield’s defense then rose up, and stopped 
Oscar Smith’s high powered offense on the 
three yard line and in doing so, secured the 
Bulldogs second state championship in as 
many years. 

Westfield High School’s Football team has 
made Virginia’s 10th Congressional District 
proud and they have represented us well. 
Winning a state championship attests to their 
impressive athletic ability, unselfish mentality, 
and determination to succeed. I commend 
them for their tireless dedication to both their 
school and their teammates, without neither of 
which this could have been possible. It takes 
a delicate combination of superior skill and 
many hours of practice to win a state title. 
Westfield Football has certainly earned this 
honor and the lessons learned over the years 
will valuably serve them as they continue on 
in their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring the Westfield Bulldogs for win-
ning the Virginia 6A Football State Champion-
ship and representing Virginia’s 10th Congres-
sional District with such distinction. I wish 
them all the best in their future endeavors. 
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