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HONORING DAVID NELSON, 
MENDOCINO COUNTY SUPERIOR 
COURT JUDGE 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Honorable Judge David Nel-
son as he retires from Mendocino County Su-
perior Court. 

David Nelson was born in Rochester, Min-
nesota. He received his Bachelor of Arts from 
Stanford University in 1968 and received his 
Juris Doctorate in 1971 from Yale Law School. 
He began practicing law as the Deputy Public 
Defender for Contra Costa County for three 
years before eventually starting his private 
practice. 

In 2003 he was appointed to a judgeship 
with Mendocino County Superior Court by 
Governor Gray Davis and was re-elected for 
two terms in 2004 and 2010. Over his thirteen 
years of service, Judge Nelson presided over 
criminal, felony criminal, and juvenile courts. 
Most notably, he has been an avid supporter 
for the Adult Drug Court serving as its judge 
throughout his career. This program, which 
provides treatment and rehabilitation for drug 
offenders, has helped many individuals across 
Mendocino County. In addition to his official 
duties, Judge Nelson has served as President 
of the Mendocino County Bar Association, 
President of the Mendocino County Criminal 
Defense Bar Association, and Board Member 
of the Law Library. He and his wife Judith are 
known for their active involvement with many 
groups throughout the community. 

Judge Nelson’s legacy is one of dedicated 
service to the County of Mendocino and wor-
thy of distinction. Please join me in congratu-
lating him on his retirement and expressing 
our deep appreciation for his long and excep-
tional career and outstanding contributions to 
our legal system. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE REFUGIO 
BOBCATS 

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, on a light-
er note, I’d like to congratulate Coach Jason 
Herring and the Refugio Bobcats football team 
for winning their fourth state championship. 

The Bobcats had a 15–1 record this school 
year and defeated Crawford in the champion-
ship game 23–20 in an impressive game-win-
ning 18-yard field goal by kicker Diego 
Gonzales with only eight seconds remaining. 

Quarterback Jacobe Avery was Champion-
ship Game offensive MVP and Linebacker 

Kobie Herring was named defensive MVP. 
This was an impressive year for the whole 
team. Winning is a Refugio tradition. The Bob-
cats have won the state championship in 
1970, 1982, 2011 and have been in the state 
championship three out of the past four years 
and now in 2016 the Bobcats are once again 
state champions. Way to go Refugio. 

Members of the 2016 Refugio Bobcat 
Championship Team: 

Donavon Bailey, Dhaireus Nobbie, Jaylon 
Mascorro, Jeffrey Owens, Robert Ortiz, Juan 
Martinez, Trent Ross, Devon Tilley, Chris 
Moya, Jackson Carroll, Ysidro Mascorro, 
Tayvin Castellano, D’Mond LaFond, Jeremy 
Borjas, Casey Henderson, Kobie Herring, 
Armonie Brown, Jacobe Avery, Trey Upton, 
Prentiss Jones, Trace Mascorro, Kevin 
Plascencia, Gayton Wills, Austin Moya, Daniel 
Valdez, Trevor Ross, Oswaldo Martinez, Jared 
Kelley, Ivan Tagle, Russell Jaso, Matthew 
Castillo, Diego Gonzales, Chris Vela, Kaleb 
Henning, Cipi Solis, Jamel LaFond, Oscar 
Lerma, Michael Moore, Joseph Montemayor, 
Johnathan Havens, Thomas Keyes, Alex 
Rodriguez, Arthur Morales, Anthony Delgado, 
Alfredo Villarreal, Jonathan Flores, Robert 
Montalvo, Ruben Gallegos, Jake Tinsman, 
Jacob Thompson, Thomas Marsh, Tyler 
Repka, Kaleb Wright, Dareon Wills, Jarren 
Gonzales, Corbin Brown, Colten Hesseltine, 
Devin Flores, Sylvester Henderson, Fernando 
Cordero, Mikey Firova, Jordy Martinez, Daniel 
Bailey, Jaden Hubbard, Dillon Bailey, Eric 
Garcia, Daniel Quesada, Daryon Ramirez. 

Head Coach: Jason Herring. 
Assistant Coaches: Drew Cox, Eli Boxell, 

Anthony Quintanilla, Darren Hunkapillar, Cam-
eron Cox, Kent Hawthorne, Joe Bob Ratliff, 
Jarod Kay. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ROTARY 
CLUB OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 

HON. MARK SANFORD 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Rotary Club of Hilton Head 
Island on its fiftieth anniversary. It is my honor 
to recognize the club and all of its members 
on this important milestone, which marks the 
lasting contributions its members have made, 
and continue to make, toward the lives of a 
whole host of people through their work, most 
of whom they will never personally know. They 
range from buying the first ambulance for Hil-
ton Head Island, to members providing dental 
care on trips to Chile and Romania. They 
have raised money and helped with many 
other local groups, such as the Deep Well 
Project, Happy Feet, and Memory Matters, but 
my point here is this is a group that has con-
sistently done great work for others in our 
community. 

Rotary is a worldwide organization of busi-
ness and professional leaders dedicated to 
high ethical standards and humanitarian serv-
ice. Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians be-
long to more than 31,000 Rotary clubs located 
in 166 countries. Since receiving its charter on 
April 13, 1967, the Rotary Club of Hilton Head 
has embraced the high ideals of Rotary. The 
members of the club have developed opportu-
nities for service and maintained high ethical 
standards in business and professional ven-
tures, and done countless things to improve 
the quality of life on Hilton Head Island and 
beyond. With that, I would again ask that you 
please join me in congratulating the Rotary 
Club of Hilton Head Island on its fiftieth anni-
versary and in wishing its members the best of 
luck as they continue their work and service to 
others. 

f 

HONORING MR. EDWARD DIOKNO 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with my colleague Rep. MARK 
DESAULNIER, rise today to honor Edward 
Diokno upon his retirement after 12 years of 
service with Contra Costa County. Mr. Diokno 
currently serves as Deputy Chief of Staff to 
Supervisor Federal Glover and has been a 
thoughtful policymaker and committed voice 
for Filipino Americans in the County. 

Mr. Diokno is a lifelong East County resi-
dent with a passion for serving our community. 
He served our country in the U.S. Army as a 
2nd Lieutenant and later joined the Army Re-
serves. Mr. Diokno then worked as a journalist 
for 28 years with the Philippine News, Oak-
land Tribune, and Contra Costa Times where 
he reported on politics and policy-making. 

Upon joining the County, Mr. Diokno served 
as a Senior Field Representative and then a 
Policy Analyst before stepping into his current 
position with Supervisor Glover. In his various 
roles, Mr. Diokno facilitated the County’s first 
recognition of the contributions of Filipino 
Americans, developed small business initia-
tives, and worked with committees and advi-
sory bodies developing health policy at the 
county level. He also served as the principal 
liaison to Bay Point, the County’s largest unin-
corporated community. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Diokno has served our 
country and our county and his legacy sets a 
high standard to which other public servants 
should aspire. Therefore, it is fitting and prop-
er that we honor him here today and extend 
our best wishes for an enjoyable retirement. 
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ON THE RETIREMENT OF MS. CAR-

MEN SOLOMON-FEARS AFTER A 
39-YEAR CAREER OF SERVICE AT 
THE CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH 
SERVICE (CRS) 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
offer my congratulations and best wishes to 
Ms. Carmen Solomon-Fears on the occasion 
of her retirement from a lifetime of dedicated 
service at the Congressional Research Serv-
ice. Carmen’s knowledge of American social 
policy, and especially in recent years involving 
the complex and important child support en-
forcement program, is nothing short of ency-
clopedic. Indeed, in stretching back to the late 
1970s, Carmen’s career at CRS spans most 
of the history of the child support enforcement 
program as well as other key social welfare 
programs of our time like SSI and TANF/ 
AFDC. So if at times it seemed like Carmen 
was personally familiar with every word, 
comma, and footnote in the Social Security 
Act, it may be because she helped write so 
much of it during her outstanding career. 

And what history she has seen and helped 
shape during that time. From the 1988 Family 
Support Act to the landmark 1996 Welfare Re-
form Law to the 2005 Deficit Reduction Act, 
Carmen has played a key role in all of the 
major social welfare reform legislation of the 
past generation. But she has done more than 
just assist Congress in crafting the law. She 
has worked diligently to help us explain what 
detailed provisions of law mean to real people, 
both through her interactions with our personal 
office staff as well as her summaries of child 
support and other program policies that ap-
peared in CRS reports as well as literally doz-
ens of issues of the Ways and Means Green 
Book. This all speaks to her outstanding skills 
in legislation and policymaking. But there is 
much more to Carmen than that. She is truly 
one of the nicest people you will meet on Cap-
itol Hill, or any other place for that matter. Her 
ready smile, easy laugh, and thoughtful coun-
sel are a key part of her success, putting peo-
ple on both sides of the partisan aisle at ease 
in trusting her always sound guidance. 

On behalf of especially the many Members 
of the Committee on Ways and Means who 
benefitted from her thoughtful work over her 
decades of service, I say thank you and con-
gratulations to Carmen on an outstanding ca-
reer. She truly has made a difference, which 
is a testament to her wisdom, hard work, and 
dedication in everything she does. I wish her 
nothing but the very best for all that awaits her 
in the future. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DAVID POYTHRESS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to an out-
standing civic leader, public servant of Geor-
gia, and friend of longstanding, David Bryan 

Poythress. Sadly, David passed away on Sun-
day, January 15, 2017. 

A Georgia man through and through, David 
Poythress was born in Bibb County on Octo-
ber 24, 1943 to John Maynor Poythress, head 
of Macon’s water department, and Dorothy 
Bayne Poythress, a school teacher and the 
founder of Georgia’s special education pro-
gram. His parents’ dedication to public service 
would inspire David from a young age to pur-
sue public service himself. 

David earned a political science degree, law 
degree, and commission as a U.S. Air Force 
officer at Emory University in the 1960s. In 
1967, he entered active duty as an assistant 
staff judge advocate at Bergstrom Air Force 
Base in Texas. He served four years on active 
duty, volunteering for service in Vietnam and 
spending a year as defense counsel and chief 
of military justice at Da Nang Air Base. After 
active duty, he served in the Air Force Re-
serve, retiring in 1998 with the rank of Briga-
dier General. 

Before seeking elected office, David made a 
name for himself serving as an assistant attor-
ney general, Deputy State Revenue Commis-
sioner, and chairman of a study committee 
formed by Governor George Busbee to study 
nursing home reimbursements from Medicaid. 
These roles, in addition to his tenure as the 
first Commissioner of the Georgia Department 
of Medical Assistance, led to him being nick-
named the ‘‘Mr. Fix It’’ of state government. 

In 1979, Governor Busbee appointed David 
Secretary of State after the death of incum-
bent Ben Forston. In 1982, David ran for a full 
term as Secretary of State but was defeated 
in the Democratic Primary. He took a 10-year 
break from politics to practice law in Atlanta. 

In 1992, he won a special statewide election 
for Labor Commissioner and two years later, 
he was elected to a full four-year term. In 
1999, Governor Roy Barnes appointed David 
to lead the Georgia Army and Air National 
Guard. In 2002, Governor Sonny Perdue re-
appointed him and promoted him to Lieutenant 
General, making him Georgia’s first three-star 
Adjutant General. 

George Washington Carver once said, ‘‘No 
individual has any right to come into the world 
and go out of it without leaving behind distinct 
and legitimate reasons for having passed 
through it.’’ We are all so blessed that David 
Poythress passed this way and during his 
life’s journey did so much for so many for so 
long. He devoted many years of dedicated 
service to the people of Georgia through his 
meaningful contribution of energy, skill, and 
genuine passion, and for it, he will be remem-
bered for years to come. 

David Poythress accomplished much in his 
life but none of this would have been possible 
without the love and support of his wife, Eliza-
beth; son, Cullen Gray Poythress; step-
daughters, Candace Pinnisi and Kristin 
Placito; eight grandchildren; and one great- 
grandchild. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 730,000 residents of Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District, salute 
David Bryan Poythress for his outstanding 
public service and his everlasting commitment 
to improving the quality of life for our citizens. 
I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join us in extending our deep-
est condolences to David’s family and friends 
during this difficult time. We pray that they will 
be consoled and comforted by an abiding faith 

and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and 
months ahead. 

f 

HONORING THE 250TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INCORPORATION 
OF THE TOWN OF EAST HAMP-
TON, CONNECTICUT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize the 250th Anniversary of the In-
corporation of the Town of East Hampton, 
Connecticut. The citizens of this community 
will celebrate this anniversary with a series of 
festivities occurring over the course of the 
year. 

East Hampton’s resiliency has been dem-
onstrated since their earliest days. In 1739, 
the original settlers, led by Isaac Smith, 
braved the wilderness of the Northeast to set-
tle along the east bank of the Connecticut 
River. The town was originally named Chat-
ham in 1767, commemorating its robust ship-
building economy, but was later renamed to 
East Hampton in 1915. 

The Town of East Hampton has retained 
much of its old-time charm and beauty for 
which many New England communities are so 
famous and it remains the embodiment of 
community and tradition. Since its resurrection 
in 1978, thousands of residents and visitors 
attend the town’s Old Home Days glorious 
celebration. The celebration, which spans 
three days, fills the streets of East Hampton 
with live music, delicious food, carnival rides, 
and concludes with the highly anticipated Old 
Home Day parade. 

East Hampton also has a rich history of 
honoring its military community. From hosting 
Yellow Ribbon Ceremonies for departing and 
returning veterans to erecting the Veterans 
Memorial Monument, which honors over 2,000 
East Hampton veterans, East Hampton has al-
ways bestowed the greatest honor upon their 
veterans. 

East Hampton was also the hometown of 
Connecticut’s 84th governor William O’Neill 
who served in that position from 1980 to 1991. 
Governor O’Neill was a leader in strength-
ening Connecticut’s public education system, 
healthcare for seniors, and fixing Connecticut’s 
roads. He was a Korean War Veteran and 
longtime legislator before ascending to the 
governor’s office. Despite his amazing service 
he never lost touch with regular people, and I 
believe it was due to the fact that he and his 
wife Nikki, always kept their home in East 
Hampton, where Nikki still resides today. 

Mr. Speaker, for 250 years East Hampton 
and its residents have persevered and flour-
ished through shifting economic, political, and 
social landscapes. The enthusiasm and ami-
ability from East Hampton’s citizens is truly 
telling of their pride and sense of community. 
On this anniversary, I ask my colleagues to 
join me and my constituents with honoring and 
celebrating this 250th Anniversary. 
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HONORING ELK RIVER’S FIRST 

NATIONAL BANK 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate First National Bank in Elk River, for 
receiving a PACE Business Award from the 
Elk River Chamber of Commerce. 

Each year the chamber awards businesses 
in the area who have excelled in the private 
sector, and this year First National Bank re-
ceived the prestigious Business of the Year 
Award. This award could not have gone to a 
more deserving business. 

As time passes, businesses come and go, 
but not the First National Bank. This family run 
business has been serving Minnesotans for an 
astonishing one hundred and fifteen years. 

The key to their success has not only been 
their wonderful customer service, but their 
ability to adapt. They constantly offer the most 
up to date services so that their customers re-
main happy and loyal. 

I want to congratulate First National Bank 
for this incredible honor, and I wish them noth-
ing but success in 2017. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR OSBY DAVIS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Osby Davis, the Mayor of 
Vallejo, California, upon his retirement from an 
impressive career as a public servant. 

Mr. Davis has been a resident of our Vallejo 
community for 58 years. He graduated from 
Vallejo High School in 1963, completed his 
A.A. at Vallejo Junior College and his B.S. in 
Mechanical Engineering at Fresno State Col-
lege. He then earned his J.D. from the Univer-
sity of California at Berkley Boalt Hall School 
of Law in 1973. 

Mr. Davis served on the Solano County 
Board of Supervisors from 1979 to 1993, the 
first person of color to do so. As Supervisor, 
he established the ‘‘I CAN BE’’ program for el-
ementary school students in 1988. With this 
program, Mr. Davis mentored 5th and 6th 
grade students to encourage them to work to 
their full potential and cultivate positive self-es-
teem. He has also served as a mentor and 
legal counsel for the Continental of Omega 
Boys and Girls Club for over 25 years. His 
service and leadership set an excellent exam-
ple for young people in our community. As Su-
pervisor, Mr. Davis initiated monthly breakfast 
meetings with the African-American business 
community and formed the Black Chamber of 
Commerce in Vallejo. 

When Mr. Davis was first elected Mayor of 
Vallejo in 2007, and re-elected in 2011 by 
three votes, he became the city’s first African- 
American mayor. Mr. Davis was instrumental 
in leading the city through bankruptcy and de-
veloping a plan for economic recovery. He es-
tablished the Mayor’s Cup Golf Tournament, 
and served on numerous regional boards and 
commissions that addressed issues relevant to 
Vallejo and its citizens. He will also be remem-

bered as the ‘‘best dressed’’ man in any meet-
ing room. 

Mr. Davis and his wife Terrye practice law 
as Davis & Davis, and they are both engaged 
business leaders in our community. Mr. Davis 
has previously served as a director for the 
Vallejo Chamber of Commerce and chaired 
the Chamber’s Educational Roundtable. He 
and his wife are also active at Lighthouse 
Covenant Church, where they perform pre- 
marital counseling and teach Sunday school. 

Mr. Speaker, by attempting the impossible, 
Mayor Davis has made our Vallejo community 
stronger as both a public servant and busi-
ness leader. He is a true friend of Vallejo and 
a good friend of mine. Therefore, it is fitting 
and proper that we honor him here today and 
extend our best wishes for an enjoyable retire-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NICHOLAS AND 
ALISON ST. CLAIR 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the hard work and 
dedication put forth by Nicholas and Alison St. 
Clair, the owners of Antebellum, a restaurant 
located in Flowery Branch, Georgia. As a tes-
tament to their diligence and culinary talent, 
Antebellum was recently named one of the top 
100 restaurants in America by 
Opentable.com—an honor that has been be-
stowed upon the restaurant for two out of the 
last three years. 

Combining the savory tastes of traditional 
Southern cooking with classic American food, 
Antebellum has been a go-to for the residents 
of Hall County for the five years its doors have 
been open. Having had the opportunity to eat 
there myself, I can attest to their supreme 
service and re-imagined Southern fare—espe-
cially their take on country fried steak. Starting 
a business can be a daunting decision, but the 
St. Clairs’ entrepreneurial spirit and passion 
for culinary excellence has given rise to a din-
ing experience that all residents of the Ninth 
District of Georgia can enjoy. 

Nicholas St. Clair has worked as a chef for 
almost 20 years and credits his education and 
creativity with the success of Antebellum. 
Northeast Georgia is lucky to have business 
owners like the St. Clairs, who invest in their 
products in order to serve their clients. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
St. Clairs’ commitment to their craft and to 
congratulate them on the outstanding success 
of Antebellum. I am looking forward to my next 
visit to their restaurant to see what’s new on 
the menu, and wish the St. Clair family contin-
ued success in Flowery Branch and beyond. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STATE REPRESENT-
ATIVE DON MOFFITT FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO ILLINOIS 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize State Representative Don Moffitt, 

who retired from the Illinois House of Rep-
resentatives after finishing out his final term in 
office. Mr. Moffitt has led a life dedicated to 
public service, honorably serving in various 
levels of government for more than four dec-
ades. 

Mr. Moffitt began his career in public service 
as an Alderman in the City of Oneida, Illinois, 
the city he soon became the Mayor of. Mr. 
Moffitt continued to serve his community 
through his time as the Knox County Board 
Chairman, and Knox County Treasurer from 
1984 to 1993. Mr. Moffitt became a member of 
the Illinois State Legislature representing the 
74th District in Illinois in 1993, where he has 
served more than 20 years as a State Rep-
resentative. 

Mr. Moffitt has dedicated his time in public 
office to strengthening our region by always 
placing the safety and well-being of our com-
munities first, and serving as a strong advo-
cate for rural communities in the State Legisla-
ture. I was pleased to learn he will continue 
being an advocate for our rural economy in a 
new position as the Assistant Director at the Il-
linois Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Mr. Moffitt 
for his commitment to public service, and for 
all that he has done to strengthen our region. 
I congratulate him again on his retirement 
from the State Legislature and wish him well 
at the Illinois Department of Agriculture. 

f 

HONORING SERRANO BROTHERS 
CATERING 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Serrano Brothers Catering in Elk 
River for receiving a PACE Business Award 
from the Elk River Chamber of Commerce. 

Every year the Elk River Chamber awards 
businesses in the area for excellence in com-
merce, and this year, Serrano Brothers Cater-
ing received the New Business of the Year 
Award. 

Serrano Brothers Catering has added a 
unique touch to the Elk River community. 
Their eclectic menu includes homemade 
Italian food, authentic Polish food, as well as 
American BBQ. This diversity in addition to 
their excellent service is undoubtedly why they 
have been so successful. 

When opening a new business, the busi-
ness owners do so at a personal risk, so that 
they may offer a new product and service to 
the community. 

Serrano Brothers Catering took this risk and 
it has paid off, making them incredibly deserv-
ing of this award. I wish them nothing but luck 
in 2017. 

f 

HONORING AMBASSADOR KAIRAT 
UMAROV FOR HIS SERVICE AND 
FRIENDSHIP TO THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
extend my heartfelt thanks to Ambassador 
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Kairat Umarov for his service and friendship to 
our country, while serving as Kazakhstan’s 
Ambassador to the United States. 

For the past 25 years, Kazakhstan and the 
United States have developed an enduring re-
lationship built on nuclear nonproliferation and 
security. This association has evolved to in-
clude a strong relationship on trade, economic 
integration, and the support of democracy. 
Since its independence, Kazakhstan has been 
a strategic partner to the United States and 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
The diplomatic cooperation between our two 
countries has contributed to the reconstruction 
of Afghanistan and strengthened security in 
the Central Asia region—accomplishments 
that were greatly served by Ambassador 
Umarov’s dedicated work. 

Mr. Umarov has served as Ambassador of 
Kazakhstan to the United States since 2013, 
and his steady leadership over the past four 
years has enhanced ties between our two 
countries. Ambassador Umarov’s focus on 
commercial and technological cooperation has 
solidified Kazakhstan’s path as a future trade 
hub for the entire New Silk Road region. His 
significant contributions to the upcoming 
EXPO 2017 event will prove to be essential to 
its success. Ambassador Umarov’s time in 
Washington has shown him to be a gracious 
and gifted diplomat, and although I am sad to 
see him leave, I am confident that he will re-
main a true champion for the people of 
Kazakhstan as he assumes his new duties on 
behalf of his country at the United Nations. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again want to thank 
Ambassador Umarov for his hard work and 
friendship as Kazakhstan’s Ambassador to the 
United States, and I wish him the best of luck 
on all his future endeavors. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE REVEREND 
RICHARD GAMMAGE 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to an out-
standing spiritual and community leader, the 
Reverend Richard Gammage, Pastor of New 
Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church in 
Macon, Georgia. Sadly, Reverend Gammage 
passed away on Wednesday, January 11, 
2017 at the age of 85. A memorial service 
was held in his honor on Thursday, January 
19, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. at his church in Macon, 
Georgia. 

Richard Gammage was born in Sylvester, 
Georgia in 1931. He accepted Jesus Christ as 
his Savior at the young age of twelve. He was 
a member of Beulah Missionary Baptist 
Church and served in the various roles of dea-
con, Sunday school teacher, choir president 
and Chairman of the Sick Committee. 

Always seeking to improve his craft of 
Christian ministry and discipleship, he 
furthered his education at Carver Bible Col-
lege, the Morehouse School of Religion, and 
the Interdenominational Theological Center. 
He earned a Master’s degree from Brown Col-
lege of Transoral Science. 

For the past 37 years, Reverend Gammage 
pastored the New Pleasant Grove Missionary 

Baptist Church in Macon. He loved each 
member of his congregation, and they loved 
him back. He believed that in addition to exist-
ing in a building, the church should exist in a 
community. The church took pride in serving 
breakfast on Sunday mornings to many home-
less people and people in need who were able 
to eat a good meal immediately after the early 
service. 

In Reverend Gammage’s many years of 
service, he ordained more than one hundred 
deacons, including seven women to preach. 
He served as President of the Evangelical 
Ministers Alliance for several years and most 
recently held the title of President Emeritus. 
Reverend Gammage also stood firm as a 
strong believer in Christian education, pro-
viding Bibles and other instructional materials 
to every individual who attended his Bible 
studies. 

Reverend Gammage made a difference 
both in and out of the pulpit. He was a re-
nowned and passionate community leader in 
Macon, Georgia. For more than three dec-
ades, he led the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Freedom March in Macon. He also hosted fo-
rums at New Pleasant Grove during nearly 
every political election for candidates to dis-
cuss issues and their campaigns. 

Acts 20:35 says, ‘‘I have shown you in 
every way, by laboring like this, that you must 
support the weak. And remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ ’’ Truly, Rev-
erend Gammage abided by this scripture, un-
derstanding his calling and purpose to serve 
God’s people and his community. 

Reverend Gammage achieved much in his 
life, but none of this would have been possible 
without the love and support of his wife, Myra 
Gammage, and their three children. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of the Second Congres-
sional District of Georgia in extending our sin-
cere condolences to Reverend Richard 
Gammage’s family, friends, and followers dur-
ing this difficult time. I pray that we may all be 
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy 
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ELLYN MCKENZIE 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ellyn McKenzie, Vice President of 
Government Affairs for Sixteenth Street Com-
munity Health Centers. She is retiring on Jan-
uary 31, 2017. She has served the organiza-
tion beginning in 1997 and retires exactly 
upon her 20th anniversary date. 

Ellyn started with the agency as a grant 
writer and project director for the agency’s first 
two grants to support Environmental Justice 
Activities. Sixteenth Street’s Department of 
Environmental Health was formed based upon 
those two grant projects: 1) to support a com-
munity-based approach to lead poisoning pre-
vention and 2) to collect information and cata-
log information about and features of the 
neighborhood that could pose a hazard to the 
health of children. In fact, the Department of 
Environmental Health continues its work to 

prevent lead poisoning, and has grown their 
environmental justice activities into successful 
sustainable re-development projects for Mil-
waukee’s Menomonee Valley and Kinnickinnic 
River Corridor. 

Ellyn transitioned to the position of Commu-
nications and Development Director as the 
agency expanded and upon her retirement 
held the title of Vice President of Government 
Affairs. She produced five successful fund-
raising events for Sixteenth Street’s signature 
Celebrity Roast—the agency’s once a year 
fundraiser. Honorees for events on her watch 
were for Milwaukee Buck’s Coach George 
Karl, Milwaukee Brewer’s President and Chair-
man Wendy Selig-Prieb, former Wisconsin 
Governor Tommy Thompson, Milwaukee de-
veloper Gary Grunau and Wisconsin Governor 
Jim Doyle. 

Ellyn produced 15 Annual Reports, a publi-
cation for donors, community partners and 
staff compiling successes, new challenges and 
strategic growth of the agency. She was also 
responsible for government relations activities 
for the agency over the years. 

Prior to joining Sixteenth Street Community 
Health Centers, Ellyn held several positions in 
Wisconsin State government, serving as legis-
lative assistant to the State Senate Organiza-
tion Committee, as an aide to Wisconsin Gov-
ernor Tony Earl and as coordinator for a state- 
wide Energy Conservation Plan in the Depart-
ment of Administration. 

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to 
know and work with Ellyn since her days in 
Wisconsin State Government. I join with 
friends and colleagues to congratulate her on 
her retirement. I wish her much success as 
she transitions into a different phase of her 
life. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Ellyn 
McKenzie and I am proud to call her a friend. 
The citizens of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict and the State of Wisconsin are privileged 
to have someone of her ability and dedicated 
service working on their behalf for so many 
years. I am honored for these reasons to pay 
tribute to Ellyn McKenzie. 

f 

HONORING ELK RIVER’S 
SPORTECH 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate Sportech in Elk River, for receiving 
a PACE Business Award from the Elk River 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Every year the Elk River Chamber awards 
successful businesses in the area, and this 
year Sportech received the Employer of the 
Year Award. 

Sportech maintains high spirits among their 
two hundred and fifty employees by providing 
flexible hours so they can spend time with 
their loved ones, giving them quality equip-
ment to work with, and by raising overall mo-
rale with fun team building activities. 

The happiness of their employees is surely 
the reason that Sportech produces quality 
products every year, making over two hundred 
million dollars last year alone. 

The employees are the backbone of each 
and every company. They are the ones who 
work tirelessly to ensure that the business that 
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they work for remains successful and I com-
mend Sportech for recognizing that important 
fact. 

Sportech is more than deserving of this 
award, and I wish them continued success in 
2017. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN 
GENE CERNAN 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with profound 
sadness that I join millions around our country 
and in NASA and the space industry who are 
mourning the loss of one of a dozen Apollo 
space legends, Capt. Eugene ‘‘Gene’’ Cernan. 

As the Commander of the Apollo 17 mis-
sion, and the most recent man on the moon— 
as he put it—he remained a tireless and out-
spoken advocate for NASA and America’s 
manned space exploration program. Captain 
Cernan testified before Congress numerous 
times, and took a leading role in promoting 
human spaceflight. 

Captain Cernan had an unshakable convic-
tion that it was mankind’s destiny to explore 
and that the U.S. must take the lead, for the 
benefit of all mankind. He conveyed these 
sentiments as he left the lunar surface, 
‘‘. . .as I take man’s last step from the sur-
face, back home for some time to come—but 
we believe not too long into the future—I’d like 
to just (say) what I believe history will record: 
that America’s challenge of today has forged 
man’s destiny of tomorrow. And, as we leave 
the Moon at Taurus-Littrow, we leave as we 
came and, God willing, as we shall return, with 
peace and hope for mankind. . .’’ 

I first met Capt. Cernan here in Washington 
D.C. about one year ago, and I was inspired 
by his incredible passion for human space ex-
ploration and conviction that the United States 
must lead in this world-changing endeavor. 
God speed Capt. Cernan, I promise that I will 
continue your fight in the Congress to estab-
lish a bold and purposeful human space ex-
ploration program. 

My thoughts and prayers are with the family 
and friends of Captain Cernan. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOANN AND ANDY 
GOHLINGHORST 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate JoAnn 
and Andy Gohlinghorst of Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
for their many years of volunteer services at 
Christian Home Association—Children’s 
Square USA in Council Bluffs. JoAnn and 
Andy started volunteering at Children’s Square 
in 1985. JoAnn 

JoAnn and Andy have spent the past 31 
years volunteering at Children’s Square, 
where they have sorted, organized, and dis-
played donated clothing and toys. These items 
are available to children in need on the Chil-
dren’s Square campus as well as foster fami-

lies served by Children’s Square. The Chris-
tian Home Association—Children’s Square 
USA is a private, not-for profit organization 
founded on December 23, 1882. Children’s 
Square USA has a rich history of caring for 
children from birth to 21 years old and their 
families, meeting their individualized needs, in-
stilling hope and helping restore lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend JoAnn and Andy 
for the dedicated service they have provided 
to Children’s Square and for their care and 
concern for children in need. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating JoAnn 
and Andy for their many years of volunteer 
service and in wishing them nothing but the 
very best. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF 
IVELISSE R. ESTRADA, MA, BA 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2017 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Ivelisse R. Estrada on 
the end of her tenure as Senior Vice President 
of Corporate and Community Relations for 
Univision Communications Inc. (UCI). 

In her role as Senior Vice President, Ms. 
Estrada was responsible for the overall devel-
opment and coordination of community rela-
tions strategies for the company, including the 
Univision Network, UniMás Network, Univision 
Cable Networks, as well as Univision Local 
Media, including TV, radio, and digital. She 
coordinated all philanthropic contributions and 
served as a liaison between UCI and commu-
nity organizations. She also planned, directed, 
and supervised the execution of the com-
pany’s community empowerment platform 
Univision Contigo, promoting awareness and 
providing greater access to Education, Health, 
Prosperity, and Civic Participation resources. 

Ms. Estrada developed and launched 
Univision Educación, a comprehensive, multi- 
year national education initiative, in partner-
ship with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
the U.S. Department of Education, educators, 
and civic and community leaders from around 
the country. The initiative was aimed at im-
proving academic achievement among K–12 
Hispanic students with a specific focus on high 
school graduation and college readiness. 

In 2007, she worked with the National Asso-
ciation of Latino Elected and Appointed Offi-
cials (NALEO) in an unprecedented national 
civic engagement campaign developed to in-
form, educate, and motivate Hispanics to par-
ticipate in the American political dialogue. ‘‘Ya 
es Hora . . . ¡Ciudadanı́a!’’ (‘‘It’s Time . . . 
Citizenship!’’) was done in collaboration with 
hundreds of Hispanic-serving organizations 
across the U.S. and mobilized more than one 
million eligible immigrants to apply for citizen-
ship. In 2008, the campaign was honored with 
a Peabody Award. 

In 2003, she was responsible for the cre-
ation of a multi-year, cross-platform health ini-
tiative entitled ‘‘Salud es Vida . . . ¡Entérate!’’ 
(‘‘Lead a Healthy Life: Get the Facts!’’) to pro-
mote healthy lifestyles and encourage the 
early detection and aggressive management 
of chronic health conditions affecting U.S. His-
panics. In 2004, ‘‘¡Entérate!’’ was honored with 

a Peabody Award, the first ever for a Spanish- 
language broadcast company. 

Ms. Estrada started her career with 
Univision in 1991, where she initiated her ca-
reer as Director of Communications at KMEX– 
TV, Channel 34, the flagship station of the 
Univision Television Group, Inc. in Los Ange-
les. During her tenure at KMEX, she launched 
numerous community projects that focused on 
health, education, and art initiatives. She also 
served as Director of Corporate and Commu-
nity Relations for Univision Television Group, 
where she supervised the public affairs and 
community efforts of the company’s owned 
and operated stations. 

Outside of UCI, Ms. Estrada is a prominent 
advocate and supporter of the community. 
She serves on several boards, including the 
Board of Directors of the Washington Center, 
the Women’s Leadership Board at Harvard’s 
Kennedy School of Government, the Los An-
geles Fund for Public Education, Friends of 
the National Museum of the American Latino, 
and the Smithsonian Latino Center. She also 
serves on the Excelencia in Education Hon-
orary Board, the Corporate Board of Advisors 
of the Cuban American National Council, the 
Latino Communications Initiative Roundtable, 
College of Communications at Cal State Ful-
lerton, the Institute for Latino Studies at the 
University of Notre Dame, and is a member of 
the International Women’s Forum, where she 
serves in the Hall of Fame Task Force. In ad-
dition, she was a member of the National Task 
Force on Early Childhood Education for His-
panics. 

Mr. Speaker, as Ivelisse Estrada leaves her 
position at Univision Communications Inc., I 
want to recognize her long and distinguished 
career of empowering Latinos across the 
United States. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the outstanding work she has 
done to empower and advocate for our Latino 
community, not only in Los Angeles, but 
across the U.S. at large. We wish her the very 
best as she moves on to new and exciting en-
deavors. 

f 

THE 58TH INAUGURATION 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 23, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a per-
son of faith, I wish President-elect Donald 
Trump nothing but the best as he becomes 
the Commander-in-Chief of our nation. 

On November 8th 2016, many of us were 
deeply wounded and it was a very difficult 
time. For me, the concern was for so many of 
my constituents who had worked so hard for 
a different result; and the many young people 
who were for the first time engaged in the 
democratic process that were seemingly so 
disappointed. They were looking for hope. 

After the election, although still very con-
cerned, I was willing to give the President- 
elect the appropriate time, as he moved 
through his transition, to address the American 
people with a message of unity. Unfortunately, 
the transition was not as smooth as I believe 
many of us, as Americans, would have wanted 
it to be. The call for unity and the embracing 
of all Americans simply did not come. The mo-
ments of attack continued. However, many of 
us still continued to listen. 
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As a senior Member of the Homeland Secu-

rity Committee and Ranking Member on the 
Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime, Homeland 
Security, Terrorism, and Investigations, I take 
national security very seriously. I was ap-
pointed to the Homeland Security Committee 
in the aftermath of the heinous, murderous, 
and horrific terrorist attack on September 9, 
2011. The intelligence community is part of my 
day to day work. 

In the midst of moving toward the inaugura-
tion, stark, provocative, sobering, and difficult 
facts came to our attention. All of America’s 
intelligence agencies confirmed the detri-
mental cyber-attack by high Russian officials, 
including President Vladimir Putin, to steer the 
election toward one candidate, Mr. Trump, and 
away from the other candidate. Rather than 
accept their report, President-elect Trump 
chose to make a full force attack on the brave 
men and women serving in our intelligence 
community and disparaged their commitment 
to serving our nation. There are moments in a 
public official’s life that you always put country 
over self. That did not happen and the dis-
appointment was piercing. 

As a Member of the Judiciary committee, 
one of my proudest moments was the reau-
thorization of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
But an even prouder moment was the enor-
mous number of votes the legislation received 
from both Republicans and Democrats in the 
House and Senate. And when all the Mem-
bers went to the White House for the signing 
of the legislation by a sitting Republican Presi-
dent, we celebrated America’s love affair with 
the precious right to vote. President George 
W. Bush signed that legislation into law only to 
now come to 2016 to face huge examples 
across the nation of voter suppression in this 
election with newly minted laws that sup-
pressed the voting rights of so many Ameri-
cans and particularly many in minority commu-
nities. The President-elect gave these voting 
abuses no credence. 

Further, the President-elect has every right 
to select his or her cabinet. However, it is very 
difficult when his choice for the nation’s high-
est law enforcement officer, who is supposed 
to be the arm of justice for the most vulner-
able in our nation, and that person holds con-
sistent positions against civil rights and 
against voting rights. 

So, I deliberated on my decision over a pe-
riod of time. I did not boycott this ceremonial 
inaugural event. I have decided in good con-
science I could not go. JOHN LEWIS, a man 
who bled for freedom made his choice and 
made his decision without rancor or hysteria. 
But that was not the tone of the response he 
received; and JOHN did not call for any boy-
cott. This is not a boycott. This is an act of 
conscience. The President-elect could not re-
frain from a full-fledged personal attack on 

Congressman JOHN LEWIS. He failed to offer 
even a small olive branch. 

The State of the Union will be the Presi-
dent’s first message directly to Congress and 
the American people on how he will lead—that 
I will attend—and I am committed to working 
for my constituents and all of the American 
people. I hope the new President will do the 
same. 

So my principles revolving around justice 
and fairness, an unfettered election, the duty 
that I have to the national security community 
and the recognition of the provocative and 
criminal intrusion by the Russians into our 
election causes me to be reflective on January 
20. 

Finally, I did enjoy greeting my constituents 
as they came to the inauguration. But as so 
many Americans, I will be waiting on that olive 
branch to be extended to all of us by this 
President; thereby giving us an opportunity to 
heal, to mend, and for him to recognize that 
Americans have very similar aspirations and 
values, and to remember that those who did 
not vote for the ultimate victor still deserve 
dignity and respect in this country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAT AND JOHN 
MONTGOMERY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 23, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Pat and 
John Montgomery of Council Bluffs, Iowa, for 
their many years of volunteer services at 
Christian Home Association-Children’s Square 
in Council Bluffs. They began volunteering at 
Children’s Square in 1989. 

Pat and John have spent the past 28 years 
volunteering at Children’s Square, where they 
have sorted, organized, and displayed do-
nated clothing and toys. These items are 
available to children in need on the Children’s 
Square campus, as well as foster families 
served by Children’s Square. The Christian 
Home Association-Children’s Square USA is a 
private, not-for profit organization founded on 
December 23, 1882. It has a rich history of 
caring for children from birth to 21 years old 
and their families, meeting their individualized 
needs, instilling hope and helping restore 
lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Pat and John for 
the dedicated service they have provided to 
Children’s Square and for their care and con-
cern for children in need. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Pat and 
John for their many years of volunteer service 
and in wishing them nothing but the very best. 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Jan-
uary 24, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s record. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
JANUARY 31 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
Organizational business meeting to con-

sider committee rules and sub-
committee membership during the 
115th Congress, and the nomination of 
Elisabeth Prince DeVos, of Michigan, 
to be Secretary of Education. 

SD–430 

FEBRUARY 1 

9:40 a.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Organizational business meeting to con-

sider committee rules, and an original 
resolution authorizing expenditures by 
the committee during the 115th Con-
gress. 

SD–342 
2:30 p.m. 

Special Committee on Aging 
Organizational business meeting to con-

sider committee rules, and an original 
resolution authorizing expenditures by 
the committee during the 115th Con-
gress; to be immediately followed by a 
hearing to examine stopping senior 
scams, focusing on developments in fi-
nancial fraud affecting seniors. 

SD–562 
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