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DAVID MAO, DEPUTY LIBRARIAN 
OF CONGRESS 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and commend the Deputy Librarian 
of Congress, David Mao, who is leaving the 
Library of Congress after 11 years of distin-
guished service to accept a position with the 
Georgetown University Law Center. 

Mr. Mao, who holds a law degree from 
Georgetown University and a library degree 
from Catholic University, began his tenure at 
the Library in 2005, serving for five years in 
the Congressional Research Service, before 
working in and later leading the Law Library. 
In 2015 Librarian of Congress Dr. James 
Billington appointed Mr. Mao to become Dep-
uty Librarian of Congress. Later that year he 
succeeded Dr. Billington, serving as Acting Li-
brarian of Congress for nearly a year until Dr. 
Carla Hayden was nominated, confirmed, and 
sworn-in as the current Librarian of Congress 
last year. As Deputy Librarian under Dr. Hay-
den, Mr. Mao oversaw the U.S. Copyright Of-
fice, CRS, Library Services, and the Law Li-
brary within the Library of Congress. 

During Mr. Mao’s tenure as acting Librarian 
of Congress and Deputy Librarian, he has dis-
tinguished himself by his steady leadership 
during a time of transition for the Library of 
Congress. Among many achievements he led 
efforts to improve the Library’s information 
technology operations, including hiring a new 
permanent Chief Information Officer, strength-
ened the institution’s overall operations, and 
created a new department focusing on na-
tional and international outreach. 

In my positions as Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Joint Committee on the Li-
brary of Congress in previous terms, I have al-
ways been impressed by David’s self-effacing 
and gracious manner, and his exceptional 
leadership of the world’s premier library. He is 
a wonderful example of a public servant. I 
thank him for his service to the Library of Con-
gress, to the U.S. Congress, and, more broad-
ly, to the American people. He will be missed 
on Capitol Hill. I wish him well. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF LARRY EUGENE 
PRATT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding 
achievements of Chief Larry Eugene Pratt. 
Chief Pratt is one of the most respected fire 
district chiefs and is retiring from the Kearney 
Fire and Rescue Protection District after 53 
years of service. I join with the families, fellow 

firefighters, and citizens of the Kearney com-
munity in congratulating Chief Pratt on his 
many years of success, contributions to the 
community and now his retirement. 

Chief Pratt began his firefighting career as a 
junior firefighter in 1963 while he was still in 
high school. Due to lack of manpower in the 
mid-1960s, Chief Pratt was one of approxi-
mately a half dozen students who were dis-
missed from Kearney High School to respond 
to calls during his high school career. While 
Chief Pratt was still a volunteer firefighter, he 
began a career working for Hallmark Cards for 
34 years. In 1973, Chief Pratt became the As-
sistant Fire Chief and a year later after com-
pleting his EMT certification he was elected 
Fire Chief serving from 1975 through 1990. 
When the Kearney Fire and Rescue Protection 
District was created in 1990 Chief Pratt was 
appointed Fire Chief. In March 2001 he was 
hired as a career Chief. 

During Chief Pratt’s tenure, the call volume 
increased from 209 to a projected 1700 and 
the career positions increased from 3 to 28. 
With additional personnel and equipment, the 
ISO classification improved from a Class 8 to 
a Class 4 for the entire District. 

Chief Pratt truly believes in public service 
and commitment to keeping his community 
safe. Chief Pratt is a past president of the Mis-
souri Association of Fire Chiefs 1976 through 
1978, past president of the Fire Fighters Asso-
ciation of Missouri 1989 through 1992, and 
past president of the Missouri Association of 
Fire Protection Districts 2011 through 2013. 
Chief Pratt has been a member of the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs and Mis-
souri Valley Division of Fire Chiefs since 1978 
and received his Chief Fire Officer Designation 
in August 2002. Chief Pratt is a charter mem-
ber of St. Michael’s Knights of Columbus 
Council and the Kearney Rotary Club, and 
serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Kearney Area Development Council and KCB 
Bank. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me and the 
rest of the Kearney community, family and 
firefighters in applauding Chief Larry Eugene 
Pratt’s outstanding achievements and con-
tributions to the community, and the State of 
Missouri. I wish Chief Pratt and his family the 
very best in years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TEXAS 
PRAYER CAUCUS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize The Texas Prayer Caucus and the 
first ‘‘Call to Prayer Day’’ that will be held 
Monday, February 6, 2017 on the steps of the 
Texas Capitol in Austin. 

State Director Debbie Terry, Chairman Scott 
Sanford and Vice Chairman Matt Krause have 
organized the event to bring the Texas Legis-

lative Prayer Caucus into a network of 30 
other states in an officially registered, mem-
bers-only, bipartisan, bicameral caucus for 
lawmakers committed to action in prayer and 
the protection of religious liberties. 

Recognizing the role of our Creator in gov-
ernment and society, the Prayer Caucus ‘‘Call 
to Prayer Day’’ is an admirable demonstration 
of the rights outlined by our country’s founding 
fathers in the First Amendment of our Bill of 
Rights ensuring the ‘‘free exercise’’ of religion 
and speech as well as ‘‘the right of the people 
to peaceably assemble.’’ 

I commend the Texas Prayer Caucus and 
their commitment to lift up our country, state 
and government leaders in prayer. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP MUST INVES-
TIGATE VOTER SUPPRESSION IN-
STEAD OF VOTER FRAUD 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise in response to the recent and un-
founded claims of voter fraud made by Presi-
dent Trump. Throughout our nation’s history, it 
has been tradition for a newly inaugurated 
president to try and establish common ground 
across party lines and heal divisions to ensure 
that our society transitions between adminis-
trations with a positive outlook. However, 
many of the President’s actions have been 
contrary to this tradition, and his obsession 
with voter fraud is just a senseless distraction 
from the real issue of voter suppression in this 
nation. 

The reality is that there is quantifiable evi-
dence that voter fraud is so rare it never influ-
ences the outcome of any major U.S. election. 
Instead of investigating these baseless claims 
of voter fraud, our taxpayer dollars would be 
better spent looking into how millions of Amer-
icans were denied their constitutionally pro-
tected right to vote because of modern-day 
voter suppression tactics, like voter ID laws, 
across the country. 

In my home state of Alabama, nearly 
250,000 Alabamians who don’t have a valid 
voter ID, could not vote in the 2016 election. 
This is unconscionable and should not be al-
lowed to continue. The solution to the voting 
issue is a simple one. We can strengthen our 
democracy by making it easier, not harder, to 
vote. We should work in a bi-partisan way, as 
has been our history, to restore the full protec-
tions of Voting Rights Act of 1965. The nar-
rative of voter fraud is a myth. However, voter 
suppression is a real and overly prevalent na-
tional issue that must finally be addressed 
once and for all. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:01 Feb 04, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K03FE8.001 E03FEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
30

M
X

08
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE138 February 3, 2017 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
roll call vote 77, I was not present because I 
was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. NAOMI 
BASHKANSKY FOR HER PER-
FORMANCE AT THE 2016 WORLD 
SCHOOL CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor Ms. Naomi Bashkansky of Belle-
vue, Washington for her victory at the 2016 
World School Chess Championship. Like 
many other students of Olde Middle School, 
Naomi works every day to balance extra-
curricular activities, family commitments, and 
school life. With the help of coaches, teachers, 
and family, she strives to mold her own unique 
identity as a student, a friend, a daughter, and 
a citizen. Although many aspects of Naomi’s 
life may be familiar to us all, there was nothing 
ordinary about her performance at the chess 
championship. 

Naomi’s accomplishment and strength of 
character are deserving of the highest level of 
praise. Naomi not only out-performed 400 
young chess players representing 3o different 
countries, but she graciously represented the 
people of the 9th Congressional District and 
the United States of America. 

During the competition, Naomi’s path to vic-
tory was not always clear; she suffered some 
early losses and could have easily admitted 
defeat, but she did no such thing. As she 
competed in the championship round, she 
bore not only the weight of her own expecta-
tions, but also the burden of representing the 
nation. At such a young age, Naomi’s courage 
and determination is certainly extraordinary. I 
know I will continue to hear about her achieve-
ments for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
congratulate Ms. Naomi Bashkansky on a 
hard-earned victory and wish her the best of 
luck in the future. 

f 

COMMEMORATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, this Feb-
ruary we recognize and celebrate the 40th 
commemoration of Black History Month. 

This month we celebrate the contributions of 
African Americans to the history of our great 
nation, and pay tribute to trailblazers, pio-

neers, heroes, and leaders like the 44th Presi-
dent of the United States, Barack Obama; 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; Supreme 
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall; U.S. Senator 
Blanche Kelso Bruce; U.S. Congresswoman 
Barbara Jordan; U.S. Congressman Mickey 
Leland; Astronauts Dr. Guion Stewart Bluford, 
Jr. and Mae C. Jemison; activists, intellec-
tuals, authors, and artists like Frederick Doug-
lass, Booker T. Washington, James Baldwin, 
Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, Maya Angelou, 
Toni Morrison, and Gwendolyn Brooks just to 
name a few of the countless number of well- 
known and unsung heroes whose contribu-
tions have helped our nation become a more 
perfect union. 

The history of the United States has been 
marked by the great contributions of African 
American activists, leaders, writers, and art-
ists. 

As a member of Congress, I know that I 
stand on the shoulders of giants whose strug-
gles and triumphs made it possible for me to 
stand here today and continue the fight for 
equality, justice, and progress for all, regard-
less of race, religion, gender or sexual orienta-
tion. 

The greatest of these giants to me are Mrs. 
Ivalita ‘‘Ivy’’ Jackson, a vocational nurse, and 
Mr. Ezra A. Jackson, one of the first African 
Americans to succeed in the comic book pub-
lishing business. 

They were my beloved parents and they 
taught me the value of education, hard work, 
discipline, perseverance, and caring for others. 

And I am continually inspired by Dr. Elwyn 
Lee, my husband and the first tenured African 
American law professor at the University of 
Houston. 

Mr. Speaker, I particularly wish to acknowl-
edge the contributions of African American 
veterans in defending from foreign aggressors 
and who by their courageous examples helped 
transform our nation from a segregated soci-
ety to a nation committed to the never ending 
challenge of perfecting our union. 

A few years ago about this time, I was hon-
ored to join my colleagues, Congressman 
JOHN LEWIS and Congressman CHARLES RAN-
GEL, a Korean War veteran, in paying tribute 
to surviving members of the Tuskegee Airmen 
and the 555th Parachute Infantry, the famed 
‘‘Triple Nickels’’ at a moving ceremony spon-
sored by the U.S. Army commemorating the 
50th Anniversary of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 

The success of the Tuskegee Airmen in es-
corting bombers during World War II—achiev-
ing one of the lowest loss records of all the 
escort fighter groups, and being in constant 
demand for their services by the allied bomber 
units—is a record unmatched by any other 
fighter group. 

So impressive and astounding were the 
feats of the Tuskegee Airmen that in 1948, it 
helped persuade President Harry Truman to 
issue his famous Executive Order No. 9981, 
which directed equality of treatment and op-
portunity in all of the United States Armed 
Forces and led to the end of racial segrega-
tion in the U.S. military forces. 

It is a source of enormous and enduring 
pride that my father-in-law, Phillip Ferguson 
Lee, was one of the Tuskegee Airmen. 

Clearly, what began as an experiment to de-
termine whether ‘‘colored’’ soldiers were capa-
ble of operating expensive and complex com-
bat aircraft ended as an unqualified success 

based on the experience of the Tuskegee Air-
men, whose record included 261 aircraft de-
stroyed, 148 aircraft damaged, 15,553 combat 
sorties and 1,578 missions over Italy and 
North Africa. 

They also destroyed or damaged over 950 
units of ground transportation and escorted 
more than 200 bombing missions. They 
proved that ‘‘the antidote to racism is excel-
lence in performance,’’ as retired Lt. Col. Her-
bert Carter once remarked. 

Mr. Speaker, Black History Month is also a 
time to remember many pioneering women 
like U.S. Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm; 
activists Harriet Tubman and Rosa Parks; as-
tronaut Mae C. Jemison; mathematicians like 
Katherine G. Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan and 
Mary Jackson; authors Maya Angelou, Toni 
Morrison, and Gwendolyn Brooks; all of whom 
have each in their own way, whether through 
courageous activism, cultural or intellectual 
contributions, or artistic creativity, forged social 
and political change, and forever changed our 
great Nation for the better. 

It is also fitting, Mr. Speaker, that in addition 
to those national leaders whose contributions 
have made our nation better, we honor also 
those who have and are making a difference 
in their local communities. 

In my home city of Houston, there are nu-
merous great men and women. They are great 
because they have heeded the counsel of Dr. 
King who said: 

‘‘Everybody can be great because anybody 
can serve. You only need a heart full of grace. 
A soul generated by love.’’ 

By that measure, I wish to pay tribute to 
some of the great men and women of Hous-
ton: 

1. Rev. F.N. Williams, Sr. 
2. Rev. Dr. S.J. Gilbert, Sr. 
3. Rev. Crawford W. Kimble 
4. Rev. Eldridge Stanley Branch 
5. Rev. William A. Lawson 
6. Rev. Johnnie Jeffery ‘‘J.J.’’ Robeson 
7. Mr. John Brand 
8. Ms. Ruby Moseley 
9. Ms. Dorothy Hubbard 
10. Ms. Doris Hubbard 
11. Ms. Willie Bell Boone 
12. Ms. Holly HogoBrooks 
13. Mr. Deloyd Parker 
14. Ms. Lenora ‘‘Doll’’ Carter 
As we celebrate Black History Month, let us 

pay tribute to those who have come before us, 
and pay forward to future generations by ad-
dressing what is the number one issue for Af-
rican American families, and all American fam-
ilies today: preserving the American promise 
of economic opportunity for all. 

Our immediate focus must be job creation, 
and enacting legislation that will foster and lay 
the foundation for today’s and tomorrow’s gen-
eration of groundbreaking activists, leaders, 
scientists, writers and artists to continue con-
tributing to the greatness of America. 

We must continue to preserve the American 
Dream for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand here in 
celebration of the heroic and historic acts of 
African Americans and their indispensable 
contributions to this great Nation. 

It is through our work in creating possibilities 
for today and future generations that we best 
honor the accomplishments and legacy of our 
predecessors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I missed 
roll call no. 77 on February 2, 2017 due to an 
unscheduled constituent meeting off the 
House Floor that unexpectedly ran long. Had 
I been present for the roll call, I would have 
voted ‘‘NO’’. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE RETURN 
TO PRUDENT BANKING ACT 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this year marks 
the nine-year anniversary of the greatest fi-
nancial crisis in a generation. This economic 
disaster nearly caused the destruction of our 
country’s entire financial infrastructure and led 
to what we call now the Great Recession. 

However, during the last nine years Wall 
Street Banks have succeeded and in the proc-
ess have caused the financial failure of mil-
lions of Americans. JPMorgan Chase, Bank of 
America, Citigroup, Wells Fargo, Goldman 
Sachs and Morgan Stanley have all reported 
record profits during the recession. Wall Street 
in the last nine years has regained ALL of its 
pre-crisis wealth with interest, while Main 
Street has yet to see a real recovery. 

During the 1990’s, Wall Street’s biggest 
banks and speculation houses concocted a 
fraudulent and greedy scheme to create false 
money. Then, in 2008, their crime exploded, 
nearly destroying capitalism. Their reckless-
ness was so extreme it wiped out the net 
worth of 44 percent of Hispanic American 
households, 33 percent of African American 
households, and 11 percent of Caucasian 
households, respectively. 

This was a taking of historic dimension 
never reimbursed to this day. It sucked out the 
wealth from millions of American families. It’s 
time for Congress to ensure that these failures 
in our banking system are never repeated. 

That is why I have reintroduced the Return 
to Prudent Banking Act. To build on the mo-
mentum and the movement to reinstate Glass- 
Steagall. 

Since last summer, fifteen state legislatures 
introduced resolutions calling for Congress to 
reinstate Glass Steagall. Democrats and Re-
publicans have memorialized support for 
Glass-Steagall in their respective political plat-
forms. Even President Trump has declared his 
support for a new Glass-Steagall law and we 
are obligated to work with him to do just that. 

I was proud to join with 57 members of the 
House who several years ago voted against 
the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, the bill that over-
turned Glass Steagall. As the anti-regulation 
movement won the day, that law was a clear 
signal that Wall Street was in charge. Banks 
grew larger and riskier, and American tax-
payers were given the bill when the deregu-
lated financial sector fell apart. 

This is a reality that has sunk its teeth deep 
into the flesh of our Republic, influencing more 
and more who is elevated to office. 

Mr. Speaker, these banks have to be 
defanged. Restoring Glass Steagall is a first 
step among other items, like a campaign fi-
nance reform, better trade deals, and better 
deals for American workers. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JUDY HOOPES 

HON. LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Judith H. 
Hoopes, of Greenville, Delaware, a lifelong 
Delawarean and an invaluable member of our 
community. 

A 1960 graduate of Duke University, her 
college major in history led to her long-time in-
volvement with the Delaware Historical Soci-
ety. She was involved in many state arts orga-
nizations, including her appointment as Chair 
of the Delaware State Arts Council by then- 
Governor Pete duPont. Dedicated to her com-
munity, Judy was a valuable asset to the nu-
merous non-profits in Delaware she lent her 
support. She was a founding board member 
and past Chair of the Delaware Community 
Foundation, was the first woman to Chair the 
YMCA board, a founder of the Fund for 
Women, and a longtime Woodlawn Trustee. 
For these and many other contributions Judy 
received the Lifetime Achievement in Philan-
thropy Award from the Association of Fund-
raising Professionals. 

Judy and her late husband Robert were 
married for 53 years. Their family was the 
focus of their lives, and their wonderful chil-
dren and grandchildren are a testament to 
their good work. I am honored to call their 
daughter, Stephanie, and son, Robert Jr., 
friends. Their commitment to community and 
love of Delaware will surely carry on their 
mother’s spirit. My sympathy goes out to 
Stephanie, Robert and his wife Hilary, Judy’s 
five grandchildren James, Elizabeth, Penel-
ope, Riter, and Charlotte, as well as their ex-
tended family and Judy’s many friends. 

We are deeply saddened by the loss of 
Judy, and I want to express my deep gratitude 
for her dedication and service to her commu-
nity, and the state of Delaware. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL MINASIAN 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with a heavy heart to honor the life and the 
passing of a special person from Montebello, 
California. Mr. Michael Minasian was an irre-
placeable member of the Armenian-American 
community, who was born to survivors of the 
Armenian genocide in 1931. Mr. Minasian’s 
success wasn’t handed to him; for five years 
he and his family lived in a camp for displaced 
persons after World War II. When Mr. 
Minasian and his family immigrated to the 
United States, he attended night school to 
learn English while helping his parents support 
the family. 

From 1953 to 1955, Mr. Minasian served in 
the U.S. Armed Forces in West Germany, and 

became a citizen in 1954. He returned to the 
Los Angeles area where he produced the bi-
lingual ‘‘Armenian Radio Hour’’ and put his en-
trepreneurial spirit to work, first through own-
ing the International Music Center in East Los 
Angeles, and later by building a successful in-
surance agency. More recently, Mr. Minasian 
reinvented himself as a land developer, build-
ing tracts of single family homes. Through his 
businesses, Mr. Minasian helped develop the 
City of Montebello and much of Eastern Los 
Angeles County bears his mark. 

Mr. Minasian’s contributions to the economy 
of our community were rivaled only by his civic 
leadership. A champion of the Armenian- 
American community, he spearheaded efforts 
to build the Armenian Genocide Martyrs 
Monument, which towers over Montebello’s 
Bicknell Park. As founder of the Armenian As-
sembly, he paid his success forward to young 
Armenians by creating a Washington, DC in-
ternship placement program. Mr. Minasian has 
even made a difference right here in the 
United States Congress, where he success-
fully led the fight for passage of Armenian- 
genocide resolutions in 1975, 1984, and 1985. 

Countless organizations in Montebello have 
benefitted from Mr. Minasian’s leadership. He 
served as President of the Montebello Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and Chairman of the 
Montebello Citizens Advisory Committee on 
Park Planning and Design. He has also 
served on the boards of directors of the 
Montebello Chamber of Commerce and the 
Armenian Educational Foundation. His con-
tributions to the Armenian Revolutionary Fed-
eration, the Montebello American Legion, and 
as Human Services Commissioner for the City 
of Montebello will not be forgotten. 

Mr. Minasian’s life embodies the spirit of our 
hardworking immigrant community. His legacy 
will serve as a shining example, not only to 
the Armenian-American community but for all 
future generations, of the difference that one 
man or woman can make in his or her com-
munity. I hope my colleagues will join me in 
sending my condolences to his widow, Lydia, 
and their four children and six grandchildren. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RON RUBIN 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Ron Rubin on being 
an honoree at the National Museum of Amer-
ican Jewish History’s Only in America Gala. 
This honor seeks to recognize those individ-
uals who have greatly helped in the develop-
ment of the Museum and for service to the 
business, cultural, and philanthropic commu-
nities. His contributions to our community have 
been recognized by many, and I am grateful 
for his work for the people of Philadelphia. 

Ron’s career began in the 1950s when he 
joined his father’s small real estate firm. 
Throughout his career, Ron has worked to 
guide growth for major development in office 
buildings, retail centers, and malls up and 
down the East Coast. Ron’s work helped 
make the Rubin Organization one of the larg-
est real estate companies in the United 
States. After the Rubin Organization was ac-
quired by the Pennsylvania Real Estate In-
vestment Trust (PREIT), Ron served as CEO 
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of PREIT and was recently appointed Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees. 

In the 1990s, Ron helped to revitalize the 
Center City Business District by helping de-
velop the Center City District business-im-
provement group. He has worked closely with 
many Philadelphia organizations including 
PECO Energy, the Greater Philadelphia 
Chamber of Commerce, the Kimmel Center, 
and the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadel-
phia. As the co-chair of the Board of Trustees 
of the National Museum of American Jewish 
History, Ron helped oversee the expansion of 
the Museum to its current location on Inde-
pendence Mall. 

Ron’s hard work and dedication to improv-
ing Philadelphia embodies the Museum’s 
motto of ‘‘Dream, Dare, Do.’’ In recognition of 
his years of service to Philadelphia, I ask that 
you and my other distinguished colleagues 
rise to congratulate him on this honor. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF PUTTING OUR 
VETERANS BACK TO WORK ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of the Putting Our Veterans Back to Work Act, 
a bill I introduced earlier today to help vet-
erans gain skills for good paying jobs by reau-
thorizing the Veterans Retraining Assistance 
Program (VRAP). The VRAP program, signed 
into law in 2011 and expired in March 2014, 
provided training for education that led to high 
demand occupations, including management, 
business and financial operations, protective 
service, construction and transportation among 
other careers. In the two years of the imple-
mentation of VRAP, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs approved over 126,000 applica-
tions, of which, 76,000 veterans enrolled in a 
training program. 

The Putting Our Veterans Back to Work Act 
extends the authority of the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) to provide rehabilitation and 
vocational benefits to members of the Armed 
Services with severe injuries or illnesses, ex-
tends rehabilitation programs for persons who 
have exhausted their rights to unemployment 
benefits under state law and reauthorizes col-
laborative veterans’ training, mentoring and 
placement programs. 

This legislation builds on our vow to hire our 
nation’s heroes by directing the Secretary of 
the VA to establish a Federal web-based em-
ployment portal containing information on Fed-
eral programs and activities concerning em-
ployment, unemployment and training pro-
grams that are geared towards veterans. This 
legislation also directs the Secretary of Home-
land Security and the Attorney General to 
award grants to hire veterans as firefighters 
and law enforcement officers. Finally, the Put-
ting Our Veterans Back to Work Act directs 
the heads of executive agencies to consider 
favorably as an evaluation factor for civilian 
and defense contracts at or above $25 million, 
a prospective contractor with a workforce of at 
least 5 percent veterans. 

The men and women who signed up to de-
fend America and our values, whether they 
served during Vietnam or more recently in Iraq 
or Afghanistan, are owed our gratitude and 

our promise to support them as they transition 
to civilian life. I urge my colleagues to pass 
the Putting Our Veterans Back to Work Act to 
ensure that our heroes are afforded meaning-
ful employment opportunities. This is a prom-
ise that we must keep. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DREAM-
ERS, IMMIGRANTS, AND REFU-
GEES (DIRE) LEGAL AID ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing the DREAMers, Immigrants, and 
Refugees (DIRe) Act. This legislation will pro-
vide funds for legal services to protect 
DREAMers, immigrants, and refugees from 
President Trump’s Executive Order. 

Last week, I held an immigration town hall. 
Scores of my constituents attended because 
they were afraid for their families and commu-
nities. This was before the Executive Order 
was released. When I was at the Los Angeles 
International Airport (LAX) on Saturday, I saw 
this fear escalate. Immigrants and refugees 
were unjustifiably detained and denied access 
to counsel at airports across our country. 
President Trump’s Executive Order directly 
challenges the right to due process, which is 
guaranteed under our Constitution. My legisla-
tion will guarantee that DREAMers, immi-
grants, and refugees have access to legal aid. 

I am deeply concerned about the actions 
taken by the Trump Administration. The refu-
gees that have been granted status by the 
U.S. Government undergo an intensive secu-
rity screening process that takes an average 
of 18 to 24 months. The security screening is 
performed by multiple federal agencies, includ-
ing the National Counterterrorism Center, the 
FBI Terrorist Screening Center, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the State Depart-
ment, and the Department of Defense. The 
security screening that refugees undergo is 
the most intensive of any individual entering 
the United States. 

It is sad that the Trump Administration 
would detain individuals, who fear for their 
lives in their home countries and seek refuge 
in the United States, with the intent to deport 
them back into harm’s way. These actions are 
a misrepresentation of our American values. 
Our country has always stood up for the op-
pressed and welcomed the persecuted. It is 
un-American to turn our backs on those that 
need our help the most. 

If we wish to remain a beacon of freedom 
to the world, we must stand up for the immi-
grants and refugees looking towards the 
United States for hope. We cannot just claim 
we are the greatest nation in the world. We 
actually have to act like it too. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE WOMEN 
IN DATA SCIENCE CONFERENCE 
AND THE PARTICIPANTS FROM 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Women in Data Science Con-
ference (WiDS) and the Michigan In Data 
Science professors and scholars who are par-
ticipating in this forum. WiDS plays an impor-
tant role in bringing together world-class re-
searchers to share cutting edge findings and 
best practices. 

The Women in Data Science conference is 
a Stanford University-affiliated technical con-
ference that brings together the latest data 
science techniques and findings across a vari-
ety of disciplines. The conference features ex-
clusively women speakers and includes seven 
distinguished scholars from the University of 
Michigan from its College of Engineering and 
School of Information. Their research covers a 
variety of fields including healthcare, artificial 
intelligence and machine learning. Additionally, 
it includes a poster session to showcase cur-
rent student and faculty research as well as a 
livestream featuring industry and academic 
leaders at Stanford University. 

Data science is a new field that has the po-
tential to revolutionize our understanding of a 
variety of disciplines, and forums like WiDS 
play a critical role driving advances by facili-
tating knowledge transfer between top schol-
ars and industry researchers. It is inspiring to 
see women from the University of Michigan 
leading the way in publishing groundbreaking 
discoveries that further our understanding of 
critical areas like healthcare, communications 
and statistical analysis. The real-world impact 
of this research underscores the importance of 
the work being showcased, and it is my hope 
that the University of Michigan continues to be 
a leader in this field. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the University of Michigan re-
searchers and other participants in the 
Women in Data Science Conference. The in-
novative research and support for women help 
inspire and educate individuals about the im-
portant work being done on data science 
across the country. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FARM 
REGULATORY CERTAINTY ACT 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce my legislation, the Farm Regu-
latory Certainty Act. In 2015, a federal judge 
ruled in a citizen suit that dissolved manure ni-
trates constitute a ‘‘solid waste’’ under the Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA). Four dairies in Washington State that 
were proactively working with the EPA to ad-
dress nutrient management issues at their 
dairies were held culpable of ‘‘open dumping’’ 
by a federal judge. A farmer myself, I firmly 
believe farmers have and must continue to 
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lead the charge on good stewardship and con-
servation, which this ruling undermined. While 
there are a number of statutes that do govern 
agricultural nutrient management practices, 
Congress never intended for RCRA to be one 
of those statutes. In fact, the EPA’s own regu-
lations promulgated back in the 1970s agree 
that agricultural wastes, such as manures and 
fertilizer, were not intended to be governed 
under this law. This misguided ruling has 
placed farmers across the country in a legal 
uncertainty. It is incomprehensible that Con-
gress and EPA intended that agricultural nutri-
ents be exempt from this law, and then have 
a court find farmers at fault for non-compli-
ance with the very law they are exempt from. 
Farmers need to know with certainty to what 
rules apply to them. 

The legislation I introduce today would clar-
ify and reaffirm that RCRA was not intended 
to govern agricultural nutrient management ac-
tivities. Moreover, if a farmer is already en-
gaged in legal action and is diligently working 
with the state or federal regulators to address 
nutrient management issues, then they would 
be preempted from citizen suits under this bill. 

We want to continue to encourage farmers 
to be good, proactive stewards, and create an 
climate where farmers can feel comfortable 
working with regulators to address steward-
ship issues—not have farmers fear that docu-
ments they provide to regulators will be ac-
quired by third-parties and used against them 
in ‘‘double-jeopardy’’-like lawsuits. This com-
monsense legislation will clarify Congress’ in-
tent on this statute, and work to restore a rela-
tionship of trust and confidence between farm-
ers and regulators. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAMES J. 
SPINELLO 

HON. DINA TITUS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 3, 2017 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
include in the RECORD some inadequate yet 
heartfelt words to celebrate the life and mourn 
the loss of James J. Spinello. Jim was my 
dear friend, respected colleague, and trusted 
confidant. We met in 1988 when he was a 
Young Turk in the Nevada Assembly. Along 
with his friends, Matt Callister, Gene Porter, 
and Wendell Williams, he was a legislator with 
a mission. As members of the Marvin Sedway/ 
Gary Gray posse of talented young idealists, 
they set out to change the world—and indeed 
they have made Nevada a better place, each 
in his own way. 

As an Assemblyman, Jim served as Chair of 
the Education Committee where he led the 
fight for class size reduction and as Vice Chair 
of the powerful Ways and Means Committee 
where he championed more funding for mental 
health. He was the serious, scholarly one of 
the bunch who had the compassion, knowl-
edge, and work ethic to get things done. 

After two terms he went on to manage Ne-
vada’s state workers compensation system. 

He joined the administrative team at Clark 
County in 1997 for several years before be-
coming an integral player at R&R. Partners 
where he served as director of local govern-
ment affairs. He loved his R&R family, espe-
cially Billy Vassiliadis, who was there for him 
in the most generous ways until the very end. 

Meanwhile, he taught classes part time at 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas and the 
College of Southern Nevada, which he thor-
oughly enjoyed. He was a natural teacher and 
role model who entertained, educated, and in-
spired. He brought his practical experience as 
well as his academic training and a vast 
wealth of information to the classroom. 

Throughout all this time, Jim remained a 
wonderful friend, a man I trusted totally, which 
is a rare thing in politics today. We shared a 
Mediterranean temperament—mine Greek and 
his Sicilian. Boy, was he Sicilian. He had black 
curly hair and a beautiful singing voice (we 
called him Spinatra). He loved red wine and 
pasta, and loyalty was very important to him. 

Jim enjoyed traveling, especially with his be-
loved daughters, Lilly and Chessa. He traveled 
to Sicily with his girls to visit his mother’s vil-
lage and found some slightly suspect cousins 
along the way. Everything he did, he did with 
their futures in mind. He was very proud of 
them and spoke of them often. At the Sicilian 
wake following his service, there was con-
sensus among those who had known Jim for 
a long time that he was, simply put, a really 
good guy—in the very best sense of the 
words. Billy V. noted that his legacy is in his 
girls and the many young people he taught in 
class and in the work place. Dick Cooper com-
mented on how ethical he was: He just 
couldn’t not tell the truth. Another legislative 
colleague, Ernie Alder, said Jim was polite 
enough to laugh at his jokes. And Tom War-
den and Marc Hechter, who had been with 
Jim every day those last weeks, recalled when 
Jim had selflessly been there for them in try-
ing times. Matt called him a true friend and 
Chris Giunchigliani remarked on his amazing 
strength of character and spirit. 

Tears were shed. Stories were told. Memo-
ries were bittersweet. He was a wonderful per-
son to work with, to have a martini with, to 
stay out of or be in trouble with. He was loyal 
to me and I will always try to be loyal, in 
words and deeds, to his memory. The Spinner 
set a high bar. His passing is Nevada’s loss. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as our 
nation celebrates National Catholic Schools 
Week, I rise to recognize the lasting contribu-
tions of Catholic education in my South Florida 
community. 

Marian Center School and Services, Arch-
bishop Edward McCarthy High School, Car-

dinal Gibbons High School, St. Thomas Aqui-
nas High School, Archbishop Coleman F. Car-
roll High School, Archbishop Curley-Notre 
Dame High School, Immaculata-LaSalle High 
School, Monsignor Edward Pace High School, 
Our Lady of Lourdes Academy, St. Brendan 
High School, Archdiocese of Miami Virtual 
Catholic School, St. John Vianney Seminary, 
Belen Jesuit Preparatory, Carrollton School of 
the Sacred Heart, Chaminade-Madonna Col-
lege Preparatory, Christopher Columbus High 
School, and Archbishop Curley Notre Dame 
are just a few of the Catholic institutions serv-
ing my district. 

These schools do more than provide their 
students with an excellent education. 

Each one of them is also dedicated to instill-
ing a religious grounding, academic excel-
lence, and moral values in their students so 
that they can dedicate their lives to serve God, 
their families, and their community. 

Congratulations to the teachers, administra-
tors, and staff at our fantastic Catholic 
schools. 

Thank you for your dedication to building a 
brighter future for South Florida. 

f 

HONORING S. JEROME FELDMAN 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 3, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a great Pennsylvanian, Mr. 
S. Jerome Feldman. A well-respected and 
greatly admired member of our community, 
Mr. Feldman is celebrating his 85th birthday 
today, February 3rd. 

I have known Jerome and his wife Helene 
for many years and have always found them 
to be extraordinarily kind-hearted and wholly 
selfless people. His lifetime of charitable work 
and his dedication to peace and our national 
security is without peer. Jerome served our 
country with honor as a member of the United 
States Navy during the Korean War. Well-liked 
among his peers in the Navy, his bravery and 
commitment earned him the respect of every-
one who served with him as well as the undy-
ing gratitude of our nation. 

Mr. Feldman continues his advocacy for 
peace and security through his support of our 
closest ally, the State of Israel. He is also an 
active member of Philadelphia’s Jewish com-
munity, one of our nation’s oldest and most vi-
brant Jewish communities. 

More than anything, Jerome is a family 
man, a neighbor and a friend to many, includ-
ing me. He is the sort of man that Pennsyl-
vania is proud to call a native son, and I am 
equally proud to call Jerome a friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
S. Jerome Feldman on the occasion of his 
85th birthday on February 3rd of this year. 
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