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DISAPPROVING A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE DEPARTMENT 
OF THE INTERIOR 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BILL JOHNSON 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, the 
Resolution of Disapproval under the Congres-
sional Review Act that we consider today, if 
enacted, would void the Stream Protection 
Rule (SPR). In light of an independent anal-
ysis of the potential impacts of the rule includ-
ing the loss of at least one third of existing 
coal mining jobs, this resolution is absolutely 
critical for our Nation’s coal miners, their com-
munities, and the related industries that sup-
port and rely on coal mining. 

If enacted, the joint resolution disapproving 
the SPR would bar the Office of Surface Min-
ing, Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) 
from reissuing the rule in substantially the 
same form, or issue a new rule that is sub-
stantially the same as the SPR, unless specifi-
cally authorized by subsequently enacted leg-
islation. The SPR represents a near-complete 
regulatory re-write by adding, amending or 
modifying 475 different regulations under the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
(SMCRA) program. The unlawful and offend-
ing features of the rule include impermissibly 
duplicating and conflicting with other federal 
and state laws; diminishing the exclusive regu-
latory jurisdiction of States with approved pro-
grams under SMCRA; interfering with the pri-
mary governmental responsibility SMCRA del-
egates to States for developing, issuing and 
enforcing regulations for surface coal mining 
and reclamation operations within their bor-
ders; applying to underground mining oper-
ations standards and requirements intended 
for surface mining operations despite the dis-
tinct differences between surface and under-
ground mining; and, requiring changes to ap-
proved state programs without a demonstra-
tion that the state program is no longer effec-
tive in meeting the purposes of SMCRA. 
Therefore, any rule which includes any of 
these components is substantially the same as 
the SPR for purposes of the Congressional 
Review Act. 

An example of impermissible duplication or 
conflict with other federal and state laws or the 
authorities of other agencies would be a re-
cently completed biological opinion and 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) be-
tween OSM and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the SPR allows the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to effectively veto any SMCRA 
permit simply by withholding approval. Issuing 
SMCRA permits is the exclusive province of 
SMCRA regulatory authorities, which in most 
cases are the States with approved SMCRA 
programs. Nothing in SMCRA or the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA) gives the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service the power to disapprove, 
veto, or otherwise withhold a SMCRA permit. 

Any rule subsequently promulgated by OSM 
which gives the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
the authority to directly or indirectly disapprove 
SMCRA permits would be substantially the 
same as the SPR and therefore impermissible. 

There are many other provisions which 
overlap, duplicate, or conflict with the require-
ments of other state and federal laws, which 
is prohibited by Section 702 of SMCRA. For 
example, the SPR violates both the Clean 
Water Act (CWA) and SMCRA by claiming for 
OSM the authority not only to enforce the 
CWA, but to also superimpose regulations that 
duplicate, conflict with and override CWA pro-
grams. Similarly, OSM vastly expanded the 
applicability of the ESA by requiring states and 
operators to account for species proposed for 
listing as threatened or endangered, which 
runs counter to the intent of the ESA and 
would have circumvented the rulemaking proc-
ess established in the Administrative Proce-
dures Act. Such self-deputization and usurpa-
tion of authority is a cornerstone of the SPR 
and any future rulemaking by OSM which at-
tempts to duplicate, usurp, conflict with, or oth-
erwise overlap with the existing requirements 
of other state and federal laws and the au-
thorities of other state and federal agencies 
would be substantially the same as the SPR. 

The SPR includes dozens of provisions 
which diminish the states’ authority under 
SMCRA. Because of the wide diversity in 
physical conditions across the nation’s coal 
fields, Congress expressly delegated to the 
states the authority for developing and tai-
loring SMCRA’s requirements to those condi-
tions. A good example of how the rule tram-
ples the states’ authority is its attempt to set 
a national definition for ‘‘material damage to 
the hydrologic balance outside the permit 
area.’’ With the diversity in physical conditions 
and hydrology across the states and even 
within a state, it defies commons sense to pro-
mulgate a federal definition. It also robs the 
states of their delegated authority to tailor their 
rules in a manner that is suitable for meeting 
that statutory objective. To make matters 
worse, the rule precludes states from making 
appropriate adjustments on how SMCRA ob-
jectives should be achieved for distinct types 
of operations such as surface or underground 
mines. The rule is replete with examples of 
the mindset that only Washington knows best. 
Ironically, it’s the states that possess the vast 
experience of regulating 97 percent of the coal 
mines in this country since SMCRA was 
passed in 1977. A rule that attempts to repeat 
this ‘‘one-size-fits-all’’ model would be sub-
stantially the same as the SPR. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SABU J.R. SHAKE, 
THE PAISANO OF THE YEAR 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sabu J.R. Shake, the Paisano of the 

Year, for all that he has done for our commu-
nity on the central coast of California. 

The fourth son of Isabella Shake and the 
late Sabu Shake, Sr. and brother to Benji, 
David, Chris, Angelo, and Tene, Sabu was 
born and grew up in Monterey, California. He 
is the proud father of five children and grand-
father of two. 

From a young age, Sabu understood the 
value of hard work. He worked at the family 
restaurant, Old Fisherman’s Grotto, as a bus-
boy and worked his way up to become a 
maı̂tre d’, cashier, and manager. Through this 
experience, he learned all aspects of the res-
taurant business. 

Building on his early experience in the hos-
pitality business, Sabu and his brother Chris 
opened The Fish Hopper restaurant on the 
historic Cannery Row in 1995. With the huge 
success of that restaurant, Sabu opened an-
other Fish Hopper in Kona, Hawaii and, re-
cently with Chris, Scales Seafood & Steaks on 
the Fisherman’s Wharf in Monterey. 

While Sabu is a pillar in the business com-
munity, he is also a steadfast servant to the 
community he calls home. 

As a past board member of the Boys & Girls 
Club and current member of the Paisano Club, 
Chaine des Rotisseurs, Compari Club, Sher-
iff’s Advisory Council, and Italian American 
Cultural Center Foundation, he has dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment to com-
munity service. 

In memory of his father, Sabu Shake, Sr., 
Sabu organized the first Sabu’s Safari to raise 
money for The Salvation Army’s Monterey Pe-
ninsula Corps in 2007. Today, the annual gala 
is attended by close to 500 people and raises 
thousands of dollars for The Salvation Army. 
To date, this event has raised more than 
$1,725,000. 

In 2012, Sabu initiated a Turkey Drive chal-
lenge by reaching out to friends and business 
colleagues for donations to purchase turkeys 
for people in need during the holidays. The 
Turkey Drive has become an annual tradition 
which provides nearly 1,500 turkeys every 
year. 

Sabu also hosts an annual Christmas Toy 
Drive. Through that event each year, nearly 
300 toys are collected for The Salvation Army 
to give to children during the holidays. 

Following Hurricane Iselle, which hit Hawaii 
in 2014, Sabu raised more than $15,000 for 
The Salvation Army in Hawaii to aid recovery 
efforts. Later that fall, Sabu hosted the first an-
nual Red Kettle Kickoff for The Salvation Army 
at The Fish Hopper in Kona, Hawaii and it 
was a huge success. 

Due to his incredible generosity, The Salva-
tion Army gave Sabu the M. Temple Eliott 
award and The Others Award, which is the 
highest national award given to a civilian by 
The Salvation Army. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the whole U.S. House 
of Representatives joins me in honoring and 
congratulating Sabu J.R. Shake on being cho-
sen as the Paisano of the Year. 

Thank you, Sabu, for your service to our 
Central Coast and nation. 
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HONORING ETHAN MICHAEL CUPP 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ethan Michael 
Cupp. Ethan is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1351, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Ethan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ethan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Ethan has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ethan Michael Cupp for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE THOMAS 
IRVINE DODGE NATURE CENTER 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the volunteers, staff, visitors and 
supporters of the Thomas Irvine Dodge Nature 
Center in West Saint Paul, Minnesota on the 
occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the center. 
Founded in 1967 by Olivia Irvine Dodge, the 
center has served as a pioneering venue for 
environmental education and a premier out-
door classroom for generations of Minnesota 
students. 

Dodge Nature Center is a rare jewel, lo-
cated on 460 acres of land minutes from 
downtown Saint Paul, where visitors can hike 
for miles through prairies, hardwood forests, 
lakes, wetlands, and visit a working farm, or-
chard and bee apiary. The various biomes and 
landscapes provide an ever changing class-
room for which to learn about the natural envi-
ronment of Minnesota. 

Olivia Irvine Dodge was a true trail blazer in 
environmental education, and the core mission 
of Dodge Nature Center is teaching children 
about the inherent beauty and complexity of 
the natural world around us. Throughout the 
past five decades, environmental educators at 
the center have developed an expansive envi-
ronmental curriculum that has introduced hun-
dreds of thousands of students from the Twin 
Cities to the science of the great outdoors. Be-
cause of the vision of Olivia Irvine Dodge and 
the center board and staff, children and adults 
alike learn how to care for and appreciate the 
incredible splendor of Minnesota’s natural sur-
roundings. 

Growing up in neighboring South Saint Paul, 
I was fortunate to have many opportunities to 
visit and learn at Dodge Nature Center both 
as a child and as a young. Leading groups of 
children through the nature center to learn 
about the plants and animals around us was 

a highlight of my summers as a YMCA camp 
counselor. Then as it is now, the Dodge Na-
ture Center is an integral part of our commu-
nity that allows children and adults alike to 
connect with nature, and enables them to 
learn about science and conservation. Today, 
opportunities to visit Dodge remain special 
events for me. Whatever the season, I look 
forward to walking trails to experience nature 
right in the backyard of Minnesota’s capital 
city. 

On February 9th, Dodge Nature Center 
staff, volunteers, friends, family and supporters 
will gather to celebrate five decades of the 
center’s mission to connect people to nature 
through education. In honoring this occasion, it 
is particularly fitting that Richard Louv will 
headline the gathering. As a world renowned 
author and environmental educator, Mr. Louv 
literally wrote the book about how to counter 
nature-deficit disorder and reconnect children 
and their families with the natural world. His 
work has sparked an international movement 
for the great outdoors that builds on the foun-
dation forged by Olivia Irvine Dodge. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in rising to rec-
ognize the 50th Anniversary of Dodge Nature 
Center, and commend the passion and dedi-
cation of so many volunteers, staff and board 
members for providing exceptional environ-
mental education for today’s youth and for fu-
ture generations of Minnesotans. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAX WARD 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a longtime business 
leader in north Georgia, Max F. Ward, who 
passed away on January 25th. He was a lov-
ing husband, devoted father, and loyal friend, 
and his innovation and dedication to his work 
expanded and strengthened the poultry indus-
try of the Ninth District. 

Mr. Ward graduated from Vanderbilt Univer-
sity in 1942 and continued his education at the 
University of Memphis Law School. Shortly 
after graduating, Mr. Ward joined the 20th Air 
Force Division, where he served for four years 
during World War II. During his military career, 
he earned a Presidential Citation, the Good 
Conduct Medal, two bronze stars, and several 
theater ribbons. 

In 1950, Mr. Ward moved to Gainesville and 
joined the poultry industry, serving as Presi-
dent of Mar-Jac Poultry and Vice President of 
CWT Farms International, both successful job- 
creators in Gainesville, GA. 

When he was not growing the district’s poul-
try industry, Mr. Ward was serving the com-
munity in other ways. 

Mr. Ward was also an Eagle Scout and the 
Scoutmaster for Troop 16 of the Gainesville 
First United Methodist Church. In 1993, he 
was voted Rotary Club Man of the Year. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
life and accomplishments of this influential 
leader of industry in northeast Georgia, Mr. 
Max Ward. May his family and our commu-
nities be encouraged by his legacy. 

IN HONOR OF HENRY ‘‘HANK’’ 
ADAMS 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the life of an exem-
plary leader in the Turlock Assyrian commu-
nity, Henry ‘‘Hank’’ Adams. The beloved hus-
band, brother, father, and grandfather died at 
the age of 92 on Friday, February 3, 2017. 

Born and raised in Turlock, California to 
Reverend Isaac and Sarah Adams, Henry was 
one of eight children. His father is known as 
the patriarch of Turlock’s Assyrian community 
and is honored each year at the annual Assyr-
ian Festival. Isaac Adams was the driving 
force behind Turlock becoming home to the 
largest Assyrian population in California. He 
encouraged his fellow Assyrians to join him in 
the Central Valley and farm in the rich soils of 
the region. 

In 1943, at the age of 18, Henry graduated 
from Turlock High School and received his 
draft notice to serve in World War II. Instead, 
he drove to Castle Air Force Base in Atwater, 
California and enlisted in the Army Air Corps. 
Henry completed over 20 bombing missions in 
Japan on the Lucky Lady B–29 bomber. On 
August 6, 1945, he remained on standby, 
waiting for an order to take off in case of retal-
iation after the Enola Gay dropped the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima while stationed on Tinian 
Island. 

Discharged at the rank of Lieutenant in 
1947, Henry moved to San Francisco where 
he married his wife, Joanne Tuohey. He later 
worked at Lockheed Martin Missiles and 
Space in Sunnyvale and retired in 1989. Fol-
lowing his retirement, the couple traveled 
across the world and settled back down in 
Henry’s hometown of Turlock. 

Henry had a genuine love for his country 
and his community. He was known for his 
service and contributions to the Assyrian com-
munity, where he continued the legacy that his 
father left behind. Henry leaves behind the 
love of his life and his wife of sixty-two years, 
Joanne, their two daughters, Nora Adams and 
Nellie Adams-Morse, two grandchildren, and 
sister Florence Essa Johnson. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
recognizing the life of Henry ‘‘Hank’’ Adams 
for his service to his country, his unwavering 
leadership and many accomplishments and 
contributions to the Turlock Assyrian commu-
nity. God bless him always. 

f 

HONORING MITCHELL KARL 
WOLBERT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Mitchell Karl 
Wolbert. Mitchell is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1351, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 
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Mitchell has been very active with his troop, 

participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Mitchell has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Mitchell has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Mitchell Karl Wolbert for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
roll call votes 79 and 80 on Monday, February 
6, 2017. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call votes 79 and 80. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MONSIGNOR 
MICHAEL J. DOYLE 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Monsignor Michael J. Doyle on the 
occasion of the City of Camden, New Jersey 
naming a street in his honor on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2017. This street is in proximity to Sa-
cred Heart Church, which Father Doyle has 
shepherded since 1974. 

Monsignor Doyle is a man of conviction who 
was born in Ireland in 1934 and came to the 
United States of America by boat. He chose 
the Catholic Diocese of Camden for his 
priestly vocation in the late 1950s and started 
serving the City of Camden in 1967. Before 
taking the helm at Sacred Heart, he taught 
students in Diocesan schools. 

Always willing to fight for what he believed 
was right, Monsignor Doyle helped plant 
crosses memorializing Camden City’s murder 
victims in front of Camden City Hall when he 
felt more could be done to stem rampant vio-
lence. In the 1970s, he was a staunch oppo-
nent of the Vietnam War. He’s known to those 
in his parish as someone who is not afraid to 
fight for peace. 

Monsignor Doyle is also known for his serv-
ice to the poor, as well as his poetry. Actor 
Martin Sheen narrated a documentary entitled 
‘‘Poet of Poverty’’ which focused on Monsignor 
Doyle’s poetry and letters to his congregation. 

While the City of Camden has its chal-
lenges, Monsignor Doyle chooses to focus on 
the beauty of the community he calls home. 
His congregation consists of people from the 
City, but also a large number of individuals 
visit Sacred Heart from surrounding suburbs. 

Monsignor Doyle has been a champion of 
the arts and community gardens. He has been 
a longtime advocate for improved housing, 
better medical care, community beautification 
and better educational opportunities for his 
neighborhood. He believes his two greatest 

achievements are keeping his parish school 
open, and opening a community gym called 
the Doyle Fieldhouse, where all are welcome. 

For these reasons and countless more, it is 
fitting that we honor this man for his great 
works and contributions. His dedication to 
God, the City of Camden, his parishioners and 
his community are unrivaled. I am fortunate to 
know him. And as a resident of the City of 
Camden, I can say our City is grateful to have 
him as a faithful steward. Thank you, Mon-
signor Doyle for what you continue to do for 
us all. 

f 

HONORING CHERYL REDGATE 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate National School Counseling Week, 
and to honor a treasured member of my com-
munity and school counselor at Santa Fe High 
School, Cheryl Redgate. Ms. Redgate has 
been a counselor at Santa Fe High School for 
35 years and is an inclusive and caring sup-
port system for her students. She has dedi-
cated her life to empowering students and in-
stilling in them the values of selflessness and 
giving, and she has made a tremendous im-
pact on the lives of every student she meets. 

In addition to her position as counselor, Ms. 
Redgate serves in many leadership roles at 
Santa Fe High School. She has been the 
leading representative for the school’s anti- 
drunk driving program ‘‘Every 15 Minutes,’’ 
leading parent debriefs for the parents of 
those who participated. She designed Parent 
Education Day and the Service Learning Pro-
gram, which acknowledges students for their 
participation in community service and rein-
forces her dedication to teaching the values of 
selflessness and giving. 

Ms. Redgate has devoted her life to helping 
others. She founded the Christmas Family 
Program to provide gifts for those in need dur-
ing the holidays, and the Serenity Center 
which acts as a safe zone on campus where 
licensed clinical social workers are available 
for students. 

Santa Fe High School is a special place be-
cause of dedicated professionals like Ms. 
Redgate, and I couldn’t be more proud to 
honor her today. If more people were like Ms. 
Redgate, the world would be a much nicer 
place. In honor of National School Counseling 
Week, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
thanking all the school counselors who are 
making a positive impact in the lives of our 
students. 

f 

HONORING COLBY LAYNE 
MATTHYS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Colby Layne 
Matthys. Colby is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 

part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1351, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Colby has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Colby has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Colby 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Colby Layne Matthys for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CALIFORNIA’S 
VITAL FLOOD PROTECTIONS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the investments in flood control 
infrastructure made by local flood control 
agencies in California, as well as by the State 
itself. Water in California is feast or famine. 
For the last five years we have had a famine, 
and now we have a feast. 

During the massive California floods of 
1997, 9 lives were lost, 120,000 people were 
evacuated and roughly 23,000 homes and 
businesses were damaged across the state. 
The greater Sacramento area, part of which I 
represent, is the 2nd most flood prone region 
in the United States, behind only New Orle-
ans. Mr. Speaker, my constituents take flood 
protection very seriously. 

Because of this, there are many local agen-
cies spearheading critical projects throughout 
my district that I’d like to recognize, including 
the Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency, the 
Yuba County Water Agency, the Marysville 
Levee District, the City of Woodland, the City 
of West Sacramento, Reclamation District 
2140, the State of California, and the Central 
Valley Flood Protection Board. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers has also played a pivotal 
role in all of these projects and should be 
commended. 

Mr. Speaker, floods do not recognize the 
boundaries of congressional districts. There-
fore, Congressman LAMALFA and Congress-
woman MATSUI should also be praised for their 
work on flood control as many of the projects 
undertaken by the agencies I mentioned have 
a footprint in all of our districts. 

There is no question that investment in flood 
control pays dividends. In 2006, California vot-
ers passed Proposition 1E which provided 
$4.09 billion in flood control infrastructure. To 
date, almost all of that funding has been allo-
cated. These bonds, in tandem with invest-
ment from local flood control agencies and the 
federal government, have funded significant 
improvements in many, but not all of, the lev-
ees that protect my constituents. 

Those improvements were highlighted this 
winter, when almost all of the state’s rivers 
and reservoirs were filled to capacity. State-
wide rainfall between October and December 
of 2016 was 143 percent of the historical aver-
age while combined inflows to California’s res-
ervoirs were the 2nd highest in recorded his-
tory. Yet the levees held and we were able to 
avoid any major flooding. 
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Given all of this, Mr. Speaker, I stand here 

today to urge my colleagues and the new Ad-
ministration to continue to prioritize federal in-
vestment in flood control infrastructure. 

f 

CHLOE BARTINE EARNS GIRL 
SCOUT GOLD AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Chloe Bartine of Katy, TX, for 
earning her Girl Scout Gold Award. 

The Gold Award is the highest achievement 
a Girl Scout can earn. To earn this distin-
guished award, Chloe had to spend at least 
80 hours developing and executing a project 
that would benefit the community as well as 
have a long-term impact on girls. For her Gold 
award project, Chloe designed and built two 
Little Free Libraries for Neighborhood Kidz 
Club in the Western Pines and Trinity Hunters 
Place communities in Katy, TX. She wanted to 
develop an easy, free way for children to have 
access to books during the summer or holiday 
breaks. Chloe hosted a book drive with over 
25 volunteers to make sure the libraries were 
fully stocked. Chloe has volunteered for 
Neighborhood Kidz Club’s summer reading 
program the past few summers. She will grad-
uate from Seven Lakes High School and plans 
to attend the University of Alabama in the fall. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Chloe Bartine for earning her Girl Scout 
Gold Award. We are confident she will have 
continued success in her future endeavors. 
We are very proud. 

f 

COMMENDING MARIA LOHMEYER 
FOR HER ROLE WITH THE 58TH 
PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, it is with consid-
erable gratitude that I rise today in order to 
recognize Maria Lohmeyer and the staff she 
assembled to host a historic and successful 
58th Presidential Inauguration. 

Through her role with the Senate Committee 
on Rules and Administration, Maria led the 
Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural 
Ceremonies which was charged with the re-
sponsibility of planning and executing the 
swearing-in ceremonies for the President and 
Vice President of the United States. Addition-
ally, the Joint Congressional Committee was 
responsible for planning the Inaugural Lunch-
eon where Congress came together to wel-
come the new administration following the in-
augural swearing-in ceremonies at the U.S. 
Capitol. 

The Presidential Inauguration has been the 
hallmark of American democracy since 1789. 
During this ceremony, individuals elected by 
the people stand before God and the country 

and swear an oath to uphold the sacred duties 
to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States. 

On Friday, January 20, 2017, America again 
came together as we have so many times be-
fore to witness this peaceful transition of 
power from one Administration to the next. As 
Americans, we celebrated both an honorable 
ending and a hopeful new beginning. 

The success of the Presidential Inaugural 
Ceremonies is due to so many individuals, 
from staff to our law enforcement and first re-
sponders. However, none of the ceremonies 
would be possible if not for the careful plan-
ning and implementation by superb and patri-
otic individuals. 

Maria is one of those special individuals 
who rose to the challenge of planning the 58th 
Presidential Inauguration. I thank her for her 
stewardship over the inaugural ceremonies, 
which has played such an important and 
impactful role in our shared history. 

f 

HONORING LUCAS MATTHEW 
HODSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Lucas Matthew 
Hodson. Lucas is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1351, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Lucas has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Lucas has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Lucas has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Lucas Matthew Hodson for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

DEBORAH SHAPIRA AND BARRY L. 
STERN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor two community leaders, Deborah 
Shapira and Barry L. Stern, who are being 
recognized as the Guests of Honor at this 
year’s 48th Annual SAR Anniversary Dinner. 
Deborah and Barry have been intimately in-
volved in SAR’s outreach and operations, and 
are integral to the organization’s success. 
They are most deserving of this wonderful rec-
ognition. 

Ask anyone and they’ll tell you, Deborah 
and Barry are among SAR’s most thoughtful, 

humble and gracious members. Deborah 
serves on the SAR Board of Trustees, and is 
Chair of the SAR Academy Board of Edu-
cation. Together, they served as Regional 
Vice Chairs for the 2014 Dinner, where Barry 
was involved in strategy and outreach. Debo-
rah is a most active volunteer, working as a 
grade representative, class parent, Learning to 
Look volunteer, and committee member for 
the Academy’s Chanukat Habayit, and regu-
larly offering her wisdom on an array of aca-
demic issues. They have opened their home 
for parlor meetings and ‘meet and greets’ to 
introduce and mentor SAR’s new families. 

Deborah, a graduate of the HaSha’ar teach-
er training program at the Drisha Institute, 
taught at Beit Rabban Day School in Manhat-
tan. She currently serves as Board Chair for 
the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, North 
America. Barry is Associate Clinical Professor 
of Medical Psychology at Columbia University 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. He also 
has a private psychotherapy practice in mid-
town Manhattan. 

But for Deborah and Barry, their true pas-
sion and love is first for family. They have 
three beautiful children, Pearl, Kayla, and 
Matan, and they are their pride and joy. 

Congratulations again to Deborah and Barry 
on receiving this wonderful recognition, and 
thank you for all you’ve done in the 
community. 

f 

HONORING BRIAN AND JENNIFER 
FULLEN, AND BRIAN RICHARD 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the brave contributions of 
Brian and Jennifer Fullen, and Brian Richard, 
citizens of Walla Walla, Washington. 

On December 2, 2016, an early morning fire 
broke out in an apartment building in Walla 
Walla. Awakening to the commotion and see-
ing the growing danger, Brian and Jennifer 
Fullen immediately called for help and left the 
safety of their own home to assist those es-
caping from the growing blaze. The call for as-
sistance was answered by Brian Richard, a 
teacher at Pioneer Middle School and a volun-
teer firefighter, who rushed to the scene to 
lend a hand. 

Mr. Fullen and Mr. Richard, without regard 
for their own personal safety, kicked in a door 
to the apartment building and searched for 
those who may have been trapped. They even 
assisted in the evacuation of a neighboring 
building as a precautionary measure. Mrs. 
Fullen assisted those who escaped the fire be-
fore emergency responders arrived at the 
scene. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fullen and Mr. Richard have 
been recognized by both the Walla Walla Pub-
lic Schools and the Walla Walla Fire Depart-
ment for their heroic efforts. 

The contributions of Mr. and Mrs. Fullen and 
Mr. Richard are prime examples of bravery 
and courage in the face of danger. I am proud 
to honor Mr. and Mrs. Fullen and Mr. Richard 
for their valuable and selfless contribution to 
the community of Walla Walla. 
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RICHMOND, TX SENIOR SELECTED 

FOR VOLLEYBALL ALL-STATE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Valerie Valerian of Richmond, 
TX, for being selected for the Texas Girls 
Coaching Association volleyball all-state. 

The George Ranch senior was selected for 
all-state after leading her team, the Lady 
Longhorns, to a playoff victory. Throughout the 
playoffs, Valerie had a team-best of 564 kills 
while hitting .343 and leading with 4.1 digs per 
set. Following the playoffs, Valerie was also 
awarded the District 23–6A Offensive MVP 
and was selected as Player of the Match for 
over 20 volleyball games over the last two 
seasons. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Valerie Valerian for being selected for 
volleyball all-state. We are proud of her talent 
and know she will represent TX–22 well at all- 
state. 

f 

HONORING JONAH ANDREW HOPPE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jonah Andrew 
Hoppe. Jonah is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1351, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Jonah has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jonah has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Jonah has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jonah Andrew Hoppe for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. & MRS. MI-
CHAEL MILLER ON THEIR GOLD-
EN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. and Mrs. Michael Miller on the 50th 
Anniversary of their marriage on February 23, 
1967. Their 50 years of dedication and love 
for one another should be an inspiration to us 
all. 

Michael Joseph Miller and Margret Anne 
Miller met in Plymouth, England in 1965 while 
Michael was on assignment as a submariner 

in the Royal Canadian Navy. Following their 
marriage and the birth of three children, 
Sarah, Mark, and Simon, the Millers lived and 
worked in both Canada and England before 
moving to Michigan in 1979 just prior to the 
birth of their youngest child, Miles. 

On July 4, 1996, the day of our Nation’s 
independence, Mr. and Mrs. Miller became 
naturalized U.S. citizens. Inspired by this, all 
of their children have become naturalized citi-
zens, while their youngest son, Miles, currently 
serves as a Captain in the United States 
Army. 

In 2007, Michael and Margret retired to 
Lakeway, Texas, which is in the district which 
I represent. They live happily there to this day, 
enjoying the natural beauty of the Texas Hill 
Country. 

Mr. Speaker, I would once again like to con-
gratulate them on this happy day for them, 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, on February 6 and 
7, 2017, circumstances beyond my control ne-
cessitated my absence from the House and I, 
therefore, am requesting a leave of absence 
from the House. 

f 

COMMENDING THE ACTIVITIES OF 
THE MCL AND OTHERS TO BRING 
FREEDOM TO CUBA 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend the activities of Cuba’s Christian 
Liberation Movement, which works to bring 
freedom, democracy, and the rule of law to 
Cuba. The movement was founded by the late 
Oswaldo Paya, an activist who courageously 
struggled to bring freedom to Cuba until his 
death at the hands of the Castro regime in 
2012. 

Today, another activist and leader of the 
Christian Liberation Movement, Eduardo 
Cardet, remains imprisoned in Holguin for sim-
ply opposing the totalitarianism of the Castro 
dictatorship. He was arrested in November 
2016 and faces a fifteen year sentence. Other 
courageous activists such as artist Danilo 
Maldonado ‘‘El Sexto’’ and labor activist Ivan 
Hernandez Carrillo have been brutalized, 
threatened and imprisoned for shouldering the 
cause of liberty. Others such as Rosa Maria 
Paya, who bravely carries on the mission of 
her father Oswaldo, have chosen to continue 
the struggle for freedom in Cuba despite grave 
personal risks. The malevolent Castro regime 
has the blood of many innocents on its hands, 
and those who dare to oppose its tyranny. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the determination 
and bravery of these and so many others who 
continue to press for human rights, basic lib-
erties, and a genuine democratic transition in 
Cuba. They eloquently and effectively bring at-
tention to the egregious human rights abuses 

that occur daily in Cuba. While repression 
continues to escalate in Cuba, so does the re-
solve of Cuba’s pro-democracy movement. 
Today, Cuba’s future is already being shaped 
by those working to bring about democratic 
change. 

The Cuban people will be free, and the per-
petrators of their oppression will be held ac-
countable for their crimes. In the meantime, 
Mr. Speaker, I pray for the safety of those who 
continue the struggle for freedom in Cuba de-
spite the enormity of the risks. I take this op-
portunity to express my wholehearted and un-
wavering solidarity with them, and urge my 
colleagues to continue their efforts in has-
tening their freedom. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THE HON-
ORABLE ALVIN BALDUS FOR HIS 
LIFE OF SERVICE IN THE U.S. 
CONGRESS, WISCONSIN STATE 
LEGISLATURE, AND ARMED 
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the distinguished life of Alvin Baldus, who 
passed away on February 2, 2017 at the age 
of 90 in Menomonie, Wisconsin. An honorable 
veteran, public servant, and friend, Al’s service 
to this country is an inspiration to not only the 
state of Wisconsin but anyone who aspires to 
be in public service. I had the distinct honor to 
get to know Al and his wonderful family and 
am proud to have modeled my public service 
career after Al’s civil and accessible nature. 

Born in Garner, Iowa, Al graduated from 
Elkton High School in Minnesota, attended 
Austin Junior College in Austin, Minnesota, 
and served in the U.S. Merchant Marine dur-
ing World War II from 1944 through 1946. 
During the Korean War, Al again answered 
the call to serve his country in the U.S. Army 
with the 2nd Infantry Division from 1951 
through 1953, receiving the Bronze Service 
Star medal for his bravery and courage, which 
included action in the Battle of Old Baldy. 

In 1959, Al married the love of his life, Anna 
Lorayne ‘‘Lolly’’ Reiten and the two of them 
began to raise their family in Menomonie, Wis-
consin. Soon after in 1966, Al’s community 
elected him to the Wisconsin State Assembly. 
For eight years, Al served Dunn County with 
integrity. For Al, this was just the beginning. 

Al not only served his fellow Wisconsinites 
in the State Assembly, but he also rep-
resented the voices of the Third Congressional 
District in this body, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, from 1974 through 1980 during 
the 94th, 95th, and 96th Congresses. Al spent 
his years in the House as a strong voice for 
agriculture fighting for legislation that pro-
moted environmental conservation, agricultural 
safety, and milk price supports. Al used his 
leadership as the chairman of the Dairy and 
Poultry Subcommittee of the House Agri-
culture Committee to fight for farmers in the 
U.S. Congress. In 1989 Al’s strong commit-
ment to serving his community convinced him 
to resume his lifelong joy of public service in 
the Wisconsin State Assembly until his retire-
ment in 1997. 

I vividly remember meeting with Al, Lolly 
and his children with my wife Tawni to talk 
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about my future as a Congressional Rep-
resentative. They graciously welcomed us into 
their home, and I was struck by how well be-
haved and kind his children were. As our visit 
went on, I grew to understand that everything 
about Al and Lolly was authentic and acces-
sible. 

It has been an honor for me to serve in the 
same seat that Al held many years ago. On 
behalf of my family, Wisconsin and a grateful 
nation, I would like to thank and commend Al 
for his years of dedicated service. Al’s col-
leagues remember him for being kind, gra-
cious, civil, and approachable. May his legacy 
continue to live in this chamber and across the 
nation. 

f 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION FOR 
PLYMOUTH 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Plymouth, California, for the celebra-
tion of its centennial anniversary as a city. 
Plymouth is the site of the Amador County 
Fair and the gateway to the beautiful Shen-
andoah Valley vineyards. 

When we think of the California Gold Coun-
try, the image of the lone miner packing up a 
hillside with his mule, pick, and shovel come 
to mind. In reality, the Gold Rush, while a de-
fining moment in our region’s history, lasted 
just a few years. 

According to the Amador County Historical 
Society, ‘‘there was not a single discovery of 
gold or a defining site that became the center 
of activity’’ in Plymouth. ‘‘The town was estab-
lished in 1873, long after other mining camps 
had already become ghost towns.’’ 

With the easy gold taken from the streams, 
Green Alden and the Hooper family began to 
consolidate a number of hard rock mining 
camps in the region. They constructed a sim-
ple trading post, described by the California 
Office of Historic Preservation as ‘‘all windows 
and doors of cast iron, with gun ports still in 
some of the windows. Walls at the base are 
30″ thick, with beams in the basement that are 
12″ x 12.″ The basement was dynamited out 
of shale rock and the entire foundation is visi-
ble.’’ 

While the gold was hard to get, the Plym-
outh mine produced more than $13.5 million in 
gold and continued to be worked until 1947, 
an ample source of wealth for the area. 

While some gold seekers left, either en-
riched or disillusioned by their experience in 
the rivers, creeks and mountains, many others 
were determined to stay here and find other 
ways to make a living. 

Plymouth became a hub trading center, and 
grew during periods of prosperity, wars, de-
pressions and local tragedies including several 
catastrophic fires. Each time the town rebuilt 
with the gritty pioneer spirit of determination 
which marks our region’s culture. 

Today, that heritage is celebrated at the 
Amador County Fair, which has gained a 
statewide reputation as one of the most au-
thentic fairs in California. Filled with rolling 

green lawns, heritage oak trees, and spotless 
grounds, the Amador County Fairgrounds is 
simply a must see for anyone who wants to 
have a true Gold Country experience. 

Today, Plymouth has over 1,000 residents 
contributing to the local economy by accessing 
small businesses, farms, and orchards. 

Mr. Speaker, the City of Plymouth continues 
to work with state and federal partners to im-
prove its infrastructure for its citizens and pro-
vide a wonderful quality of life. Plymouth has 
enjoyed a century of progress and prosperity 
and is poised for a lucrative future. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF GENIE 
MUNNERLYN DUNCAN 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, the Midlands of South Carolina has lost a 
beloved civic leader with the death of Genie 
Duncan. Services were conducted by Pre-
siding Minister Rev. Donna Stone Eidson and 
Pianist Christopher A. McCroskey at Trinity 
United Methodist Church. The following obit-
uary from the church program was heartfelt 
and appropriate: 

Genie Munnerlyn Duncan, 79, was born 
May 24, 1937, in Marion, SC, and passed away 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2017. She was the daugh-
ter of the late Joseph and Catherine 
Munnerlyn and graduated from Marion High 
School and Columbia College. She will be 
deeply missed by her five children, Donald 
(Laurie), Susan, Madison, Brian (Shannon), 
and Jody, as well as her five grandchildren, 
Ashton, Hunter, Landon, Taylor, and Skylar. 
She is also survived by her brothers, Jody 
(Ginger) and Sammy (Diane) Munnerlyn. She 
was preceded in death by her husband of 35 
years, Donald A. Duncan. 

Genie lived a full and extraordinary life. 
She was passionate about her family, faith, 
her side of politics, USC sports, and ‘‘holding 
court’’ at Nick’s on Sunset Blvd. She 
touched everyone she met in a deep and 
meaningful way. Her greatest gift to the 
world was the love she shared with everyone. 
The love she leaves behind will warm our 
hearts and conversations for years to come. 

In memory of their sisterly friendship with 
Genie, the Honorary Pallbearers are carrying 
a red rose given to them by the family per 
Genie’s request. 

Memorials may be made to Trinity United 
Methodist Church Maintenance Fund, 1201 
Mohawk Dr., West Columbia, SC 
29169.A07FE8. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, Feb-
ruary 06, 2017, I missed two votes due to un-
avoidable travel delays in route to our nation’s 
capital. Had I been present, I would have 
voted as follows: 

On roll call No.79—H.R. 689, the Bolts Ditch 
Access and Use Act, I would have voted yes. 

On roll call No. 80—H.R. 337, the Black 
Hills National Cemetery Boundary Expansion 
Act, I would have voted yes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO REMOVE THE RESTRICTIONS 
ON CERTAIN LAND TRANS-
FERRED TO ROCKINGHAM COUN-
TY, VIRGINIA 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation to remove deed use re-
strictions on one acre of property used for the 
Plains Area Day Care Center in Broadway, 
Virginia. For over 25 years, the Plains Area 
Day Care Center has utilized this land to pro-
vide childcare on a sliding scale to many fami-
lies who otherwise could not afford such a 
benefit. 

In 1989, the federal government deeded, 
with restriction, three acres of land to Rocking-
ham County, a county in the Sixth Congres-
sional District of Virginia, which I represent. 
The government transferred this land to the 
county on the condition that this property be 
used for public purposes. Rockingham County 
then decided that the non-profit day care cen-
ter could benefit from the use of the old build-
ings already housed on the land. Therefore, in 
1990, Congress enacted Public Law 101–479, 
which allowed a specified portion of the three 
acres of the transferred land to be used for a 
child care center. 

Donations by the community totaling 
$75,000 turned the garage building into a 
nursery, daycare, and afterschool care facility. 
Additionally, the creation of the day care cen-
ter provided for the construction of a play-
ground that the center supports, which is open 
for public use. As one would imagine, after 
two decades of consistent use, the day care 
facility is in desperate need of repairs. Unfor-
tunately, because of the narrow way Public 
Law 101–479 was drafted and because of the 
terms of the deed, the day care center has 
been unable to secure a loan to complete the 
much-needed renovations. 

To solve this issue, my legislation would re-
move the deed use restrictions from the one 
acre of property on which the building resides. 
This would allow the day care center and 
Rockingham County to make needed up-
grades. This legislation, which was approved 
by the House of Representatives by a vote of 
407–0 in the 114th Congress as H.R. 2288, is 
a simple formality. However, it is of great im-
portance to those being served by this day 
care center in the Rockingham County com-
munity. 

By passing this legislation and allowing 
Rockingham County more authority over the 
land, it will ensure that more children and 
more of the community will be served by this 
land. I urge my colleagues to support this bi-
partisan legislation in the 115th Congress. 
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HONORING RABBI ADAM 

BALDACHIN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and welcome a new leader in the com-
munity, Rabbi Adam Baldachin, who on Feb-
ruary 5, 2017 will be installed as the new 
Rabbi of Shaarei Tikvah in Scarsdale. 

Rabbi Baldachin joined Shaarei Tikvah in 
July 2016, drawn by the community’s energy 
and warmth. He previously served as the 
Rabbi of Montebello Jewish Center in Rock-
land County. There, he founded the Rockland 
Clergy for Social Justice, a group of Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim clerics advocating for fair 
and equitable education for the public school 
students of East Ramapo, a district controlled 
by an ultra-Orthodox school board. 

Rabbi Baldachin has also served commu-
nities as close as Riverdale, which is also a 
part of my district, and as far as Israel and 
Uganda. In Uganda he worked with the 
Abayudaya, the local Jewish Community, 
teaching Hebrew, leading services, and help-
ing to build sustainable businesses. 

A native of New Providence, NJ, Rabbi 
Baldachin earned his undergraduate degree 
from the Joint Program of Columbia University 
and the Jewish Theological Seminary. He then 
completed his Rabbinical Degree with an M.A. 
in Midrash at the Seminary, where he received 
the prestigious Gladstein Fellowship in Entre-
preneurial Rabbinic Leadership. He also com-
pleted extensive training in community orga-
nizing with JOIN for Justice and in pastoral 
care, interning as a chaplain at Self Help with 
Holocaust survivors. 

When not serving his congregation, Rabbi 
Baldachin loves spending time with his beau-
tiful family. He and his wife, Maitel, have three 
wonderful children and they are his pride and 
joy. 

I know that Shaarei Tikvah is in very good 
hands with Rabbi Baldachin, and I know his 
presence will only strengthen our community 
further. Congratulations to him on this day. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, due to other 
commitments, I missed the following roll call 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
as follows: 

Roll call No. 79, I would have voted yes. 
Roll call No. 80, I would have voted yes. 

f 

LAURYN RICHARDSON EARNS ACA-
DEMIC ALL-STATE RECOGNITION 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Lauryn Richardson of Richmond, 

TX, for earning volleyball all-state recognition 
by the Texas Girls Coaching Association. 

A sophomore at Foster High School, Lauryn 
received academic all-state recognition while 
leading her team, the Lady Falcons, to a play-
off victory. She had 169 blocks and averaged 
2.1 kills per set during the sets. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Lauryn Richardson for earning volleyball all- 
state academic recognition. We are proud of 
her and look forward to seeing her excel in the 
future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BURNS 
BROTHERS CLEANERS 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to recognize a local business in Virginia’s 
10th Congressional District that will be closing 
their doors this year after over six decades of 
service. Burns Brothers Cleaners, the land-
mark cleaners and laundromat located in 
downtown McLean, Virginia, has served the 
community for the past 67 years and is one of 
the oldest family-operated businesses in the 
area. Since founding the mom-and-pop shop 
in 1949, Don and Bob Burns have been exem-
plary small business owners and operators. 

Before opening Burns Brothers Cleaners, 
Don Burns worked in several different dry 
cleaning establishments where he learned the 
trade and also gained a valuable customer 
service skillset. Since opening, Don’s cus-
tomer-first attitude helped yield diverse and 
high-profile clients ranging from U.S. Cabinet 
Members to local shopkeepers. Yet despite 
some important clientele, the business never 
lost sight of its origins and the core values of 
a family-owned small business. In fact today, 
Amy Burns, one of Don’s daughters, manages 
and operates the cleaners as her father once 
did. 

In today’s society, family owned small busi-
nesses are an essential player to the future of 
our nation. It is families like the Burns family 
that help foster strong local economies by es-
tablishing successful business practices that 
can be carried out for multiple generations. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding the Burns Brothers Cleaners for 
its dedication to serving our community for so 
many years. I wish Don, Amy, and the rest of 
the Burns family the best in their future en-
deavors. 

f 

HONORING TIM SCHWERING 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Spokane Police Officer 
Tim Schwering. 

On Friday, January 20, 2017, Officer 
Schwering was first on the scene to a vehicle 
fire, with reports of the driver inside. The driv-
er, Kim Novak, was returning home when she 
encountered a frozen section of roadway, 

causing her car to malfunction and eventually 
catch fire. According to Officer Schwering, 
when he arrived on scene, the car was en-
gulfed in flames and he noticed a woman 
trapped in the backseat. Upon learning that 
she was unable to escape the car, Officer 
Schwering used his baton to begin breaking a 
hole in one of the passenger windows. He 
was successful in creating a hole large 
enough for Ms. Novak to escape, saving her 
life. 

The next day, Officer Schwering met Ms. 
Novak, who expressed her thanks for his val-
iant efforts. According to Ms. Novak, ‘‘You just 
don’t hear about that kind of compassion and 
follow through. And the officers get a lot of 
bad rap, but here’s a guy who’s a genuine 
hero.’’ 

Today and every day, we owe a debt of 
gratitude to our nation’s law enforcement offi-
cers, who put themselves in harm’s way to 
serve and protect. I’m grateful for the sheriffs 
and officers in Eastern Washington, such as 
Officer Schwering, who put on the uniform and 
do right by their communities each and every 
day. I want to recognize Officer Schwering for 
his bravery and quick thinking in a dangerous 
situation. 

f 

HONORING PAUL WARHIT 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the strength of 
our Westchester community lies with those 
who are engaged and working to better it day 
by day. One of those engaged individuals is a 
constituent of mine, Paul Warhit, who has 
given his time and talent to a whole host of 
active civic groups in the region. 

Born in Yonkers, Paul is a loyal son of 
Westchester. He had his bar-mitzvah at Mid- 
Chester Jewish Center and later graduated 
from Eastchester High School. He went on to 
attend Boston University and after completing 
college returned to New York to oversee the 
family business. 

Paul’s active involvement in Jewish com-
munal life began in 1996, when llissa joined 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle. Less than a 
decade later, he became the synagogue’s 
president. He has also served as president of 
the Board of American Jewish History Society, 
the New Rochelle Public Library Foundation, 
in addition to treasurer of the Jewish Deaf 
(and Hard-of-Hearing) Resource Center. 

Thanks to his prolific involvement across a 
range of organizations, Paul’s work caught the 
eye of the Westchester Jewish Council (WJC) 
who asked him to join their board. As is often 
the case with Paul, once he’s on the board it’s 
only a matter of time before he becomes the 
board’s president, and Paul was elected to 
that post for WJC in 2013. 

When not serving his community, Paul en-
joys spending his down time reading and trav-
eling the country to visit different Major 
League Baseball parks. He also serves as an 
umpire for Westchester High School baseball 
leagues. 

This year, WJC is honoring Paul Warhit at 
the organization’s 41st Anniversary Gala for all 
he has done to better our community. I want 
to congratulate Paul on this wonderful honor, 
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and thank him for all the years of amazing 
service to Westchester. 

f 

CELEBRATING GRACE BROWN ON 
RECEIVING A SILVER CONGRES-
SIONAL AWARD MEDAL 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Grace Brown of Granger, Indiana, on 
receiving a Silver Congressional Award Medal 
for her dedicated service to our community 
and her outstanding personal growth. 

Grace stands out not only because of her 
hardworking Hoosier spirit, but also because 
of her dedication to setting and achieving 
goals of personal growth and public service. 
Grace is driven, talented, and compassionate, 
and at her young age she has already left a 
positive mark on her community. I look for-
ward to learning of the amazing accomplish-
ments that I am certain lie ahead for Grace. 

The Congressional Award recognizes the 
best of America by honoring individuals who 
have achieved goals that build character, fos-
ter community service, and strengthen per-
sonal development and citizenship. 

Grace exemplifies these qualities and much 
more. She has shown great commitment to 
bettering the lives of others through her dedi-
cated public service. She has built on her tal-
ents and developed new skills by teaching and 
taking part in dance classes. She has shown 
a genuine interest in learning about different 
cultures and exploring new environments, or-
ganizing and leading a five-day Expedition to 
Hocking Hills, Ohio. And she has given back 
to her community, spending more than 200 
hours collecting and distributing food for local 
families in need. 

Through all of this, Grace has shown an ex-
ceptional understanding of the importance of 
civic engagement. She has taken on huge re-
sponsibilities and demonstrated the power of a 
dedicated and inspired young mind. 

Mr. Speaker, I am inspired by Grace’s ex-
ample and grateful for young Hoosiers like 
her. I ask my colleagues to join me in extend-
ing Grace our congratulations and best wish-
es. 

f 

CLEAR LAKE REGIONAL MEDICAL 
CENTER DESIGNATED LEVEL II 
TRAUMA CARE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Clear Lake Regional Medical 
Center of Houston, TX, for being designated 
by the State of Texas for Level II Trauma 
Care. 

Clear Lake has a trauma program with 
round-the-clock staff and in-house trauma sur-
geons and specialists to treat patients no mat-
ter the time or injury. To be considered a 
Level II Trauma Center, the medical center 
must have comprehensive trauma care with 
24/7 availability with all essential specialties, 

personnel and equipment. Clear Lake had to 
undergo extensive site reviews and evalua-
tions to meet this designation. This will signifi-
cantly increase the number of lives that can 
be saved. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Clear Lake Regional Medical Center for 
being designated as Level II Trauma Care. 
We all benefit from their commitment to quality 
healthcare and we thank them for their hard 
work to keep Houstonians healthy. 

f 

IN HONOR OF I CARE I CURE 
FOUNDATION 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s my privilege to recognize the tremendous 
and meaningful work of the I Care I Cure 
Childhood Cancer Foundation. The I Care I 
Cure Foundation was founded by my constitu-
ents and friends Beth and Brad Besner in 
honor of their son, Ian, who was diagnosed 
with T-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in 
2006, one week before his eleventh birthday. 
Just four months after his diagnosis, Ian trag-
ically passed away. 

It is so sad to see someone suffer from can-
cer but it hurts the most when it is a child. The 
harsh reality of children’s cancer treatment is 
that it lasts longer than treatment for adults. 
Fighting cancer is devastating for children due 
to painful treatment, absence from school, and 
isolation from friends and family. 

Childhood cancer research is significantly 
underfunded and we must rely on organiza-
tions such as this one to help put research 
dollars to work. Over the past 10 years, the I 
Care I Cure Foundation has helped fund re-
search and projects at the Miami Children’s 
Hospital, the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, 
and the National Cancer Institute just to name 
a few. 

The good news is that researchers are mak-
ing advances daily in the field of cancer treat-
ment. And the better news is that there are or-
ganizations such as the I Care I Cure Founda-
tion to help lead the way to gentler yet more 
cutting edge therapies. 

The Besners’ work has helped ease the suf-
fering that far too many children and families 
must endure. 

I thank Beth, Brad and their I Care I Cure 
family for the support they give to so many so 
that more children may celebrate their twelfth 
birthday, their twentieth birthday, and each 
and every day healthy and cancer free. 

f 

HONORING MRS. BARBARA 
WHELTON 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mrs. Barbara Whelton of Rutland, 
Vermont. Barbara is retiring from a distin-
guished career after nearly a half century of 
devoted public service. 

Mrs. Whelton has worked in various capac-
ities for government agencies across the 
country. From 1970 to 1975, she worked for 
both the United States Attorney’s Office for the 
District of Rhode Island and the United States 
Marshals Service, assisting with the Service’s 
nascent Witness Protection Program. Fol-
lowing a stint in the Audit Agency for the 
United States Air Force in Great Falls, Mon-
tana, Mrs. Whelton went to work for the United 
States Secret Service as a Contact Rep-
resentative from 1975 to 1980. 

In 1980, Mrs. Whelton and her husband, 
Master Chief (U.S. Navy, Ret.) Paul Whelton, 
relocated to Rutland, Vermont where he was 
posted as a Deputy U.S. Marshal. Upon their 
arrival, Mrs. Whelton served as a legal assist-
ant in the United States Attorney’s Office for 
the District of Vermont. Except for a brief turn 
in the private sector, Mrs. Whelton served in 
our U.S. Attorney’s office for twenty-four years 
before she was asked to become the judicial 
assistant to Vermont’s sole judge on the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit, the Honorable Peter W. Hall. 

Mrs. Whelton has been Judge Hall’s judicial 
assistant for the past thirteen years. She has 
worked tirelessly to ensure that chambers ran 
smoothly and that Judge Hall and his clerks 
were fully supported in handling their robust 
caseload. I can say with confidence that with-
out Mts. Whelton’s determined efforts, the ad-
ministration of justice would not have been as 
efficient or exacting. 

I know Barbara’s colleagues will miss her 
sharp wit, her quiet determination, her devo-
tion to duty, her professionalism, and most of 
all, het friendly demeanor. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me today in recognizing 
Mrs. Whelton’s many contributions to our 
country and the states and communities she 
served during her exceptional career. I wish 
her many years of health and happiness in her 
well-earned retirement. 

f 

HONORING JEFF KOHN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an active member of the Westchester 
community, Mr. Jeff Kohn, who is being hon-
ored this year by the Westchester Jewish 
Council (WJC) at the organization’s 41st An-
nual Anniversary Gala. 

Jeff has been an active member in the 
Westchester Jewish community for a long 
time. He and Martha are members of Temple 
Shaaray Tefila Bedford Corners, where he 
currently serves as President. Prior to that, he 
was a board member at the Temple for more 
than a decade, and Martha has also served 
actively as co-chairperson of the Caring Com-
munity committee. Outside of the Temple, Jeff 
is also quite active. He currently serves as an 
officer of the Westchester Jewish Council and 
serves on a whole host of other non-profit 
boards focused on education. He serves on 
the advisory board at NYU Law School; Cor-
nell University’s School of Industrial & Labor 
Relations; and the George Washington Univer-
sity Law School, from which he graduated in 
1984. Jeff has since been honored by the 
school with their Distinguished Alumni Award. 
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A lawyer by trade, Jeff is Managing Partner 

of O’Melveny & Myers LLP’s New York office, 
where he practices labor and employment law. 
In 2011, he received his first Warren Chris-
topher Values Award, in recognition of individ-
uals who epitomize the values that guide the 
firm. Jeff currently Chairs the firm’s Values 
Award Committee and works on the firm’s 
scholarship program, which provides financial 
support to deserving students from five New 
York City public high schools. 

In both a personal and professional capac-
ity, Jeff Kohn has always worked to improve 
his community. The WJC couldn’t have picked 
a more deserving honoree for their annual 
Gala, and I want to congratulate Jeff and 
thank him for all of his amazing work. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIDUCIARY 
DUTY RULE 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, President Donald Trump on Friday re-
leased a Presidential Memorandum on the Fi-
duciary Duty Rule and I am grateful that Presi-
dent Trump has directed the labor secretary to 
thoroughly study this harmful rule. 

Under the Obama Administration, the De-
partment of Labor released a burdensome fi-
duciary rule that increased the cost of financial 
planning reducing retirement advice for Amer-
ican families. 

Families all over the country are struggling 
to save for their retirement and I applaud the 
President’s swift action to study the harmful 
effects of this rule I am confident a study will 
result in a delay or revision of this ridiculous 
regulation of 1023 pages to define a profes-
sion. 

I will continue to advance legislation calling 
for a delay of two years to give Congress and 
the Administration time to reassess the regula-
tion. While I will continue to advance legisla-
tion, any delay would be a victory for hard-
working American families struggling to save 
for retirement creating jobs. 

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops and 
may we never forget September 11th in the 
Global War on Terrorism. 

f 

HONORING DONNA SALAMON 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a member of the SAR team who has 
utilized her time and talents to transform the 
academy through the arts, Ms. Donna 
Salamon. 

Donna is a uniquely talented artist who has 
spent countless hours over the last 12 years 
transforming the Academy’s open spaces into 
gallery walls and museum-worthy displays. 
She has a passion to elevate Jewish edu-
cation. With her strong connection to Eretz 
Israel, she has created projects that incor-
porate science, literature, history, and most 
importantly, Jewish values, through art. Her 

portfolio includes the design and production of 
a 720-square-foot mosaic mural, ‘‘Do What is 
Right and Good,’’ depicting the core elements 
of the SAR experience on the Academy field 
wall. The mural was a 10-month project fea-
turing 75,000 tiles, 12 iconic images, signa-
tures from every child (804) in the Academy, 
and the work of more than 1,000 volunteers. 

Donna makes SAR celebrations come 
alive—life-size educational games based on 
history curricula for Yom Yerushalayim, a 
year-long ‘‘Science is the Story,’’ science, his-
tory and art program, including life-size dio-
ramas and culminating in a Riverdale res-
taurant gallery showing. She also makes 
props for the Celebrate Israel Parade, banners 
for ‘theme of the year,’ stunning alphabet/ 
middot paintings for the graduation ceremony 
produced by art elective students she leads, 
backdrops for such milestone events as the 
Siddur and Chumash plays, and sets for 
drama productions. 

When not working to improve SAR, Donna 
loves spending time with her family. She and 
her husband, David, live in Riverdale with their 
three beautiful children, Yedidya, Yonatan, 
and Yaakov. 

Congratulations to Donna on being this 
year’s SAR Michael Schreck Memorial Com-
munity Service Award honoree. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LOUDOUN COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize a school in my District who was re-
cently crowned as state champion in 
volleyball. The Loudoun County High School 
Raiders Volleyball team, led by Athletic Direc-
tor Bruce Sheppard, Head Coach Sherrilyn 
Hanna, and Assistant Coaches Juliane Hanna, 
Cayla Hamrick, and Amy Ging, was one of 
several teams who won state titles in a variety 
of sports from Virginia’s 10th Congressional 
District. I am proud of their hard work in 
achieving this goal. They practiced long hours 
as a team, and this extraordinary achievement 
shows how far dedication, hard work, and 
commitment to teamwork can take a group as 
they played against some of the best competi-
tion in the nation. 

The state final brought perhaps the biggest 
challenge of the season, as the Raiders faced 
the Jamestown Eagles, a team they had 
played in the state final three times in the last 
four years; a team that was returning all start-
ers but their libero from last year’s state run-
ner-up squad. After dropping the first set and 
overcoming a major deficit in the third set, the 
Raiders turned the tide, dominating the fourth 
set and taking the match for a record setting 
5th consecutive state title, and their ninth state 
title in the last ten years. 

The Loudoun County High School Raiders 
Volleyball team has made Virginia’s 10th Con-
gressional District proud and they have rep-
resented us well. Winning a state champion-
ship attests to their impressive athletic ability, 
unselfish mentality, and determination to suc-
ceed. I commend them for their tireless dedi-
cation to both their school and their team-

mates, without neither of which this could 
have been possible. It takes a delicate com-
bination of superior skill and many hours of 
practice to win a state title. Loudoun County 
High School Volleyball has certainly earned 
this honor and the lessons learned over the 
years will valuably serve them as they con-
tinue on in their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring the Loudoun County High 
School Raiders for winning 9 state volleyball 
titles in the last 10 years and representing Vir-
ginia’s 10th Congressional District with such 
distinction. I wish them all the best in their fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

COMMENDING THE MEDICAL 
STAFF OF THE GEORGE WASH-
INGTON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
commend the medical staff of The George 
Washington University Hospital who cared for 
me during my stay in January. 

On the evening of January the Eleventh I 
suffered an allergic reaction and was taken to 
The George Washington University Hospital 
for treatment. During my stay, I was cared for 
by an incredible medical team. I offer my most 
sincere gratitude to Dr. Mayce Haj-Ali for her 
insight and swift action to treat the allergic re-
action I suffered. 

I also wish to commend the incredible nurs-
ing staff who cared for me: Andrea Gavurin, 
Megan Johnson, Alelcunda M’mari, Ophelia 
Hunter, Mary Synder, Christina Gale, Danielle 
Sier, Chaquonna Watson, Crystal Nyguyen, 
Perla Adames-Castillo , Mamta Jazier, and 
Jaquece Mudd. In particular, I want to ac-
knowledge Andrea, Megan, and Alelcunda for 
their continued diligence in looking after me to 
make sure I made a quick and full recovery. 
I owe this entire group a debt of gratitude. It 
is because of their care that I was able to re-
cover and return to work representing the peo-
ple of Florida’s Fourth Congressional District. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics states that 
more than 2.5 million nurses work in the 
United States. These women and men provide 
and coordinate patient care, educate individ-
uals about their health conditions, and provide 
advice and emotional support to patients and 
their family. I am grateful, not only for the 
nurses who recently took care of my needs, 
but for all nurses across the U.S. who work 
diligently to ensure the health of their patients. 
I ask my colleagues to take a moment to re-
member these individuals who work in the 
nursing profession and the care they provide 
to the American people. 

f 

HONORING THE MILITARY SERV-
ICE OF WWII VETERAN ROBERT 
PITTS 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor WWII Veteran Robert 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:15 Feb 08, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A07FE8.027 E07FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE162 February 7, 2017 
‘‘Bob’’ Pitts who proudly served in the 150th 
Combat Engineer Battalion. Mr. Pitts joined 
the Army in 1943 and left his boyhood home 
in Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts for basic 
training at Fort Devens, Massachusetts. He 
was among a group of young men from New 
England who received special training in elec-
trical engineering. Their small unit would dis-
tinguish themselves during fierce military cam-
paigns including being in the first assault 
crossings of the Rhine River. They became 
one of the few small units to receive a Presi-
dential Unit Citation. 

Mr. Pitts, who rose to the rank of Tec 5, 
served as the battalion electrician, battalion 
photographer, and reconnaissance scout. It 
was during his time in Europe that Mr. Pitts 
began his duties as the battalion photog-
rapher. He often developed photographs in a 
makeshift darkroom which also served as his 
sleeping quarters. 

In addition to taking photographs on and off 
the battlefield, Mr. Pitts would also go on dan-
gerous reconnaissance missions. He was 
awarded the Bronze Star while serving on a 
mission with the battalion captain and two oth-
ers. They came under small arms fire and 
then they encountered a German unit with 
tanks. His bravery that day earned him the 
Bronze Star. Mr. Pitts would also earn the 
Good Conduct Medal. 

Eventually, this tight-knit unit would be di-
vided up, but that did not keep them from 
staying in touch. Two years after they returned 
home from war, these young soldiers formed 
the 150th Combat Engineer Battalion Associa-
tion. They held reunions for more than 60 
years before their last one in 2005. 

Mr. Pitts’ son, Rick, says his father’s engi-
neering skills would serve him well when he 
returned to the civilian world. Mr. Pitts was 
eventually employed by MIT as an electronic 
engineer assistant. He worked on very early 
computers and later on ‘‘Star Wars’’ projects 
for the U.S. Department of Defense in Massa-
chusetts, Hawaii and New Mexico. 

Mr. Pitts, who is now 94, is a member of our 
greatest generation. It is an honor to recog-
nize this great American veteran and citizen 
who leaves behind a legacy that will be re-
membered for generations to come. It is an 
honor to be among those who followed in his 
footsteps as a member of the 150th Combat 
Engineer Battalion. 

Mr. Pitts was married to Eleanor M. Hatha-
way for 48 years. She died in 1998. They 
have three children; Robert (deceased), Nancy 
and Richard. He has one grandson, Robert. 

f 

HONORING DR. MARK SHINAR 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, as a former 
school teacher, I am intimately aware of the 
amazing impact educators can have on young 
minds. At SAR High School in my district, one 
such educator, Dr. Mark Shinar, has been 
changing the lives of his students in just such 
a profound way. 

Abraham Joshua Heschel said that ‘‘It is the 
personality of the teacher which is the text that 
pupils read; the text they will never forget.’’ As 
Director of General Studies at SAR High 

School, Dr. Mark Shinar embodies this quote. 
He has proven to be a mentor and champion 
to his students both in and out of the class-
room. He is deeply invested in their academic 
and long term personal growth which con-
tinues even after they leave SAR. His is the 
voice in their ear, the text they will not forget 
as they make key decisions in the future. Mark 
brings an infectious energy and enthusiasm to 
the classroom that energizes both students 
and faculty. He leads by example and listens 
to concerns of colleagues, peers and students 
always trying to improve the learning process. 
This is the true definition of a teacher. ‘‘The 
classroom is air to me and the students are 
part of my family. It’s a joy and remarkable 
privilege to teach at SAR.’’ 

When not changing lives in the classroom, 
Mark enjoys spending his time just being a 
husband and dad. He and his wife, Lauren, 
are parents to four wonderful children, Aiden, 
Joseph, Samuel, and Ilan. The Shinar family 
are members of YIOZ in Riverdale, and will be 
making aliya at the end of the current aca-
demic year. 

This year, SAR. is honoring Mark at the or-
ganization’s 48th Anniversary Dinner with the 
Audrey Schurgin Memorial Faculty Award. 
They could not have picked a more deserving 
honoree. Congratulations again to Mark on re-
ceiving this well-deserved recognition, and 
thank you for all of your amazing work in the 
community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EXPANSION OF 
CYPRESS BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, it 
is an honor for me to rise and recognize the 
Cypress Baptist Church of Benton, Louisiana. 
For over thirty years, Cypress Baptist has 
blessed the lives of many in our region. Most 
recently, God has blessed Cypress Baptist 
Church with the means to expand their sanc-
tuary to grow their ministry. 

Their mission, ‘‘to help people come to 
know Christ and to grow in Christ,’’ has been 
modeled by the church’s faithful congregation 
and their commitment to the Lord is unwaver-
ing. Because of their continued stewardship, 
more and more people are answering the call 
of God by being baptized and carrying out crit-
ical mission work. 

Over the past two years the communities of 
Benton and Bossier City and surrounding 
areas have come together to help Cypress 
Baptist in its mission. This church has touched 
the lives of so many, and is growing exponen-
tially, and it is only fitting that God rewards 
them with the blessing of more space to carry 
out their service. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am priviledged to recognize Cy-
press Baptist Church and congratulate this pil-
lar of our community on its continued dedica-
tion to the Kingdom. Their new sanctuary will 
be a true blessing to the people of our com-
munity. My wife, Kelly and I pray that the Spirit 
of the Lord continue to bless the congregation 
of Cypress Baptist Church. 

DR. OGLESBY YOUNG CONCORD 
MONITOR OP-ED 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I include in the RECORD an op-ed by 
Dr. Oglesby Young as published in the Con-
cord Monitor. 

MY TURN: PAID FAMILY LEAVE IS THE 
INVESTMENT OF A LIFETIME 

A pediatric colleague once said, ‘‘We can 
invest in early childhood or we can build 
more prisons 20 years later at a much great-
er cost to society.’’ 

A bill, presently before the state Legisla-
ture (HB 628), is a plan for an Employer 
Based Insurance Program to provide ‘‘paid 
family leave.’’ I believe this is an oppor-
tunity to invest in early childhood in order 
to create a healthier, more productive and 
caring society. 

Barry Brazelton, now a 95-year-old Boston 
pediatrician and researcher, established a 
half-century ago how critical newborn bond-
ing is for the baby and the parents. The de-
velopment of ‘‘attachment’’ from the start of 
life, profoundly affects the relationship be-
tween the child and his or her new parents. 

It follows that the first few years, even the 
first few months, of life lasts forever. We 
have a compelling biologic model of why 
kids who have experienced the toxic stress of 
neglect—the absence of love, as simple as 
cuddling—have trouble learning. A Harvard 
pediatrician, Jack Shonkoff, states simply, 
‘‘We can modify behavior late, but we can’t 
rewire disrupted brain circuits.’’ 

Years ago, I remember seeing the MRI 
scans of the brains of children who were 
completely neglected in an Eastern Euro-
pean orphanage. There were large areas of 
atrophy (no brain tissue), which had resulted 
from a lack of love and stimulation of these 
children early in their lives. 

As obstetricians, we see new moms rou-
tinely for their postpartum visits six weeks 
after the delivery of their babies. Most are 
just learning how to be a parent. Their bod-
ies are still healing, while they are torn be-
tween the challenges of being a new mom 
and returning to the demands of an old job. 

I realized early in my career that we could 
devote ourselves to delivering healthy ba-
bies, but it would mean nothing if we did not 
care for the mom and newborn when we sent 
them home from the hospital. Those of us 
who have children know that no matter how 
well-educated or how well-motivated, the ex-
perience of having a first child at times can 
be overwhelming. 

Babies are not born with instructions. We 
all want to be good parents, but not all of us 
have had good modeling, and not all of us 
have the resources to be the parents we want 
to be. 

Many new moms are single today with no 
support. Grandparents work and they often 
live elsewhere. In my lifetime neighborhoods 
have changed. There is no longer a woman 
down the street who has had six kids and 
welcomes the opportunity to help a new 
mom as she was once helped. For these rea-
sons, 20 years ago, we established the 
Healthy Beginnings Endowment at Concord 
Hospital, raising $1.3 million to award grants 
annually to Concord area programs that sup-
port and educate new parents. 

Physicians have been the most generous 
donors to this endowment because they un-
derstand the wisdom of investing in early 
childhood to prevent adult problems. The 
upshot is that children who are undermined 
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early are much more likely in later years to 
suffer mental illness, heart disease, obesity, 
diabetes and other physical ailments. 

The bill before us, HB 628, would give time 
and financial support at very little cost, to 
permit new parents to establish an attach-
ment to their baby that would pay dividends 
over the lifetime of their child. We are one of 
the few developed countries in the world that 
does not provide this benefit to new parents. 

In England, my daughter-in-law was given 
nine months of paid maternity leave when 
she had our granddaughter. In France, our 
former exchange student was awarded six 
months of paid leave, as was her husband, 
following the birth of each of their three 
children. In Germany, a close friend’s daugh-
ter had one year of paid maternity leave and 
her husband three months after their first 
baby. It should not surprise us that the peo-
ple of those countries are healthier and live 
longer than us (even though Europeans drink 
and smoke more than us). And, remarkably 
their health care costs amount to half of 
what we spend per person in this country. 

The implication is that the most cost-ef-
fective window to bring about change in the 
health and welfare of a country isn’t high 
school or even kindergarten. It is the early 
childhood years, and it can be done at a rel-
atively low cost, when compared to the later 
financial burden of adult health care. 

Presently, we have a ravaging substance 
abuse crisis into which we are pouring mil-
lions of dollars to treat and rehabilitate 
those afflicted. It seems, almost every week, 
we read in the Concord Monitor about an-
other young person whose life has been lost 
to overdose. Is there a better example today 
that an ‘‘ounce of prevention would save 
pounds of cure’’? 

If we are to have healthy, responsible, kind 
adults—young people who choose not to 
abuse themselves or others—we must first 
create kids with a deep sense of self worth, a 
strong respect for themselves and others. 
Adults who love well have been children who 
were well-loved. Adults who care deeply 
about others and our world were children 
who were deeply cared for. 

The crucial value of ‘‘paid family leave’’ is 
that it would it would provide parents to 
start their child on the path to a successful 
adulthood. 

I recently read the book Find Me Unafraid: 
Love, Loss and Hope in an African Slum. The 
author, Kennedy Odede, overcame a late 
childhood fraught with constant hunger, 
complete poverty and physical abuse. He 
writes, ‘‘As a young child, I knew how much 
my mother loved me. When I was on the 
streets, I thought of what my mom had told 
me, that no matter where I was in the world, 
if I could see the stars, I should know that 
she could see them, too, and I felt her love 
always.’’ 

Kennedy Odede is an adult now, who has 
returned to his impoverished Nairobi slum 
and created a school for girls and a commu-
nity organization called Shining Hope for 
Communities. In spite of a cruel childhood, 
except for his first three years of life, he has 
become a successful, productive, happy adult 
who is devoted to improving his old neigh-
borhood, his world. Paid family leave is fun-
damental to a healthy society because it pro-
vides the framework for a precious, priceless 
early childhood—the foundation on which re-
sponsible, loving adults grow. For those of 
you who believe we cannot afford paid family 
leave, I would argue that we can’t afford not 
to provide paid family leave. The future of 
our society surely rests on this wise invest-
ment. 

(Dr. Oglesby H. Young lives in Concord.) 

IN HONOR OF WESTFIELD HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize a school in my District who was re-
cently crowned as state champion in football. 
The Westfield High School Bulldogs Football 
team, led by Athletic Director Terri Towle, 
Head Coach Kyle Simmons and Assistant 
Coaches Dan Keating, Jon Shields, Mike 
Giancola, Pete Bendorf, Jose Ardon, Alex 
Callas, Mike King, Chris Coyer, and Curtis 
Knight, was one of several teams who won 
state titles in a variety of sports from Virginia’s 
10th Congressional District. I am proud of their 
hard work in achieving this goal. They prac-
ticed long hours as a team, and this extraor-
dinary achievement shows how far dedication, 
hard work, and commitment to teamwork can 
take a group as they played against some of 
the best competition in the nation. 

This year’s state championship was a re-
match of the 2015 state championship, where 
Westfield defeated Oscar Smith High School 
in quadruple overtime. Oscar Smith jumped 
out to a 7–0 lead in the first quarter; but West-
field took the lead in second with touchdowns 
by Nolan Cockrill and Sean Eckert. They ex-
tended their lead to 21–7 in the third after Na-
thaniel Chung punched in a third touchdown. 
However, Oscar Smith stormed back in the 
fourth quarter, scoring two touchdowns and 
executing a two point conversion with seven 
seconds left on the clock to send the game to 
overtime. Oscar Smith struck first with a 
touchdown pass on the first play. With the 
game on the line, Westfield answered with a 
touchdown pass of its own, tying the game at 
28 and forcing a second overtime. Westfield 
had capitalized on having the first possession, 
with Rehman Johnson throwing his fourth 
touchdown of the night to Ivory Frimpong. 
Westfield’s defense then rose up, and stopped 
Oscar Smith’s high powered offense on the 
three yard line and in doing so, secured the 
Bulldogs’ second state championship in as 
many years. 

Westfield High School’s Football team has 
made Virginia’s 10th Congressional District 
proud and they have represented us well. 
Winning a state championship attests to their 
impressive athletic ability, unselfish mentality, 
and determination to succeed. I commend 
them for their tireless dedication to both their 
school and their teammates, without neither of 
which this could have been possible. It takes 
a delicate combination of superior skill and 
many hours of practice to win a state title. 
Westfield Football has certainly earned this 
honor and the lessons learned over the years 
will valuably serve them as they continue on 
in their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring the Westfield Bulldogs for win-
ning the Virginia 6A Football State Champion-
ship and representing Virginia’s 10th Congres-
sional District with such distinction. I wish 
them all the best in their future endeavors. 

RECOGNIZING JACKSON COUNTY’S 
221ST ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 221st Anniversary 
of Jackson County, which was formed on Feb-
ruary 11, 1796. To celebrate this important 
day in northeast Georgia’s history, the commit-
tees of the Jackson County Courthouse are 
creating an exhibit that will cover their two 
centuries of history. 

The Historic Courthouse Restoration Com-
mittee will be giving presentations to each 
school system in Jackson County, including 
the great schools of East Jackson, Commerce, 
Jefferson, and West Jackson. 

The presentations titled, ’’Finding a Sense 
of Place in Jackson County, Georgia’’, will in-
vite approximately 1,100 eighth grade students 
into the dynamic history of their county. 

The Jackson County Historical Society has 
already published a transcription of the first 
Jackson County Superior Court docket book, 
which contains the complete histories of each 
case brought between 1796 and 1802. These 
cases in Jackson County will serve to show 
the rich history of the judicial system that has 
guided Jackson County since its inception. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
deep history and notable leadership that 
comes from Jackson County on its 221st Anni-
versary. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MIS-
SISSIPPI ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD SERGEANT (SGT) ROBERT 
A. MCNAIL 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Sergeant Rob-
ert A. McNail who died while defending our 
great nation on February 11, 2005, when his 
Humvee struck another military vehicle in 
Iskandariyah, Iraq. SGT McNail was the sixth 
Mississippi National Guard soldier to give his 
life in Iraq and the second to die that year. 

SGT McNail was a member of Detachment 
1, Company B, 150th Engineer Battalion, out 
of Quitman, Mississippi. His unit was attached 
to the 155th Brigade Combat Team. In 2005, 
I was deployed as a Major to Iraq with the 
155th Brigade as the Operations Officer of the 
150th Engineer Battalion. It was an honor and 
a privilege to serve with SGT McNail. 

SGT McNail was studying to be a nurse and 
was a civilian employee at the Naval Air Sta-
tion in Meridian before he was deployed. His 
mother, Linda McNail, said her son was en-
gaged to be married at the time of his death. 
She says he enjoyed fishing and camping. 

SGT McNail’s father, Marvin McNail, said 
his son followed in the footsteps of 16 family 
members who served in the military. He was 
the only member of his family to die in military 
service. At his funeral, family and friends re-
membered him for his faith in our Heavenly 
Father and his willingness to give his life to 
keep America safe. 
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SGT McNail, a Meridian resident, was 

awarded the Bronze Star and the Mississippi 
Medal of Valor by Major General Harold A. 
Cross, the state’s Adjutant General. 

SGT McNail is survived by his parents Rob-
ert and Linda McNail and son Edward. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE POLISH LEGION 
MOTORCYCLE RIDING CLUB 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Polish Legion Motorcycle 
Riding Club. Since 2011 this organization has 
brought together members of our community 
of all ages who share a passion for riding mo-
torcycles. I would like to give special recogni-
tion to the group’s President, Szymon Moskal. 
Millions of citizens in the United States own 
and ride motorcycles, making ridership as 
much a part of our identity as baseball or 
apple pie. The Polish Legion Motorcycle 
Riding Club continues the proud tradition of 
motorcycle ridership and enthusiasm found in 
my district, and across our great nation. It is 
my privilege to assist them during their trip to 
our nation’s capital. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MR. ECKERD 
FINDLEY 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Eckerd Findley, an out-
standing South Carolinian, who is retiring from 
Piedmont Airlines this month after 40 years of 
service. 

Mr. Findley was born on May 4, 1953 to the 
late Reverend Alex and Ms. Ethel Findley. He 
graduated from Columbia, South Carolina’s 
Booker T. Washington High School in 1972. 

After graduation, Mr. Findley went to work 
for Mount Vernon Mills, a textile company 
which was housed in the building that is now 
the South Carolina State Museum. It was at 
Mount Vernon Mills that he met his wife Ann. 
They were married in 1973 and in 1975 they 
were blessed with a son, Edward. Their 
daughter, Antonitte, was born in 1984. The 
Findleys currently have four grandchildren. 

Mr. Findley’s father, the Reverend Alex Fin-
dley, worked for Delta Airlines from 1944 until 
his retirement in 1986. Eckerd decided to fol-
low in his father’s footsteps and in 1976 he 
landed a position at Piedmont Airlines. He has 
been with the company ever since, helping it 
to grow into US Airways, which recently 
merged with American Airlines. 

Eckerd was taught and—in turn—has taught 
his family Matthew 22:39, ‘‘love thy neighbor 
as thyself,’’ and that lesson shows in the way 
he works and lives. He is a member of Pleas-
ant Springs AME Church and is a pillar of the 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and the Mem-
bers of this House join me in recognizing the 
outstanding service and example of citizenship 
that have been shown by this fine gentleman, 

Eckerd Findley. I wish him a long, productive 
and rewarding retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK 
OF DAVID CULP 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to honor the life and work of David Culp 
who passed away over the weekend. 

This is a monumental loss to supporters of 
peace everywhere. David’s tireless efforts in 
promoting sane nuclear policies and fighting 
for a safer world spanned decades. 

David was a ‘‘go-to’’ advocate in the arms 
control community. Many, including myself, re-
lied on his advice, knack for technical details 
on policy proposals, political insights, and col-
laborative focus. He played an instrumental 
role in the campaign to secure Senate ratifica-
tion of the New START treaty and in the de-
feat of legislative proposals to proliferate new 
nuclear weapons. 

Not only was David a wise, steadfast, effec-
tive voice for disarmament, but he was kind 
and genuine—a true pleasure to be around. 
His good nature came through in his personal 
life, where he spent time working to preserve 
the environment and enjoying the outdoors. 
His involvement in the cleanup of the Ana-
costia River is but one example. 

My deepest condolences go out to those 
near and dear to him. He will be missed, and 
I hope his family, friends and colleagues take 
some measure of solace in the knowledge that 
he has made a tremendous difference. 

f 

JOHN BRESLER UNION LEADER 
OP-ED 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I include in the RECORD an op-ed by 
John Bresler as published in the New Hamp-
shire Union Leader. 

ANOTHER VIEW—JON BRESLER: REACHING OUT 
CAN SAVE A LIFE 

[Editor’s Note: Throughout the year, in part-
nership with Change Direction NH, the 
Union Leader is publishing a monthly series 
of mental health stories written by Granite 
Staters.] 

The phone was ringing off the hook. It 
stopped before I could get it, then started 
again. It was 4:15 a.m., and I stumbled in the 
dark to pick it up. It was the local police dis-
patcher saying ‘‘an officer was outside.’’ She 
would not tell me why. With my heart beat-
ing fast, I grabbed a coat and went out in the 
icy driveway. The young officers had to tell 
us that our 20-year-old Nat had laid down in 
front of an Amtrak and been killed. Shock 
set in that reverberates still. It hit to the 
core of being. I could not breathe right and 
started panting. 

Nathaniel was a super kid, the last you’d 
suspect was in trouble. He got good grades, 
had many friends. He was handsome and 
competitive. He loved music, and had 11,000 
songs on his Mac. A senior walk-on, he won 

a game ball in the state semis, and the state 
lacrosse title in 2009. He worked in the ad-
missions department at George Mason Uni-
versity and had recently attended the ‘‘Aca-
demic Impact’’ conference at the U.N., meet-
ing the Secretary General in New York. At 
GMIJ, he was co-founder of Habitat for Hu-
manity. He transferred to the University of 
New Hampshire as a second-semester sopho-
more, with more than enough credits to be a 
junior. 

What happened? His life was racing 
through my mind, but nothing made sense. 

I had to tell my wife, call his brother, my 
siblings and his grandmothers. Numbly then 
my wife and I drove to Durham. We met the 
chief, who gave us Nat’s driver’s license and 
keys. That was it. No body. No goodbyes, no 
nothing. Emptiness. How could this be hap-
pening? 

They kept his phone. It took a few days to 
identify him. He was definitely listening to 
music at the end. He left notes for us and 
some friends. He paid a friend back a loan of 
$10 from the night before. He indicated what 
was deeply troubling him. He lost faith in 
the world, and his ability to function in it. 

He was clinically depressed, but 
undiagnosed. He expressed what most sui-
cides have in common, a feeling of hopeless-
ness. We believe if he could have confided in 
a friend, girlfriend, a counselor or therapist, 
and unburdened himself, he might have con-
trolled the impulse in the moment. Maybe 
that he could have kept going. Was there no 
warning—nothing in his life—that anyone 
noticed? You may well wonder. I hoped 
someone would come forward, but no one 
ever did. It was a mystery to us all. 

Death is traumatic. The death of a child is 
very traumatic. The unexpected suicide of 
one’s child, off the charts. It felt like he had 
been murdered violently, but he was also the 
perpetrator. 

Survivors of child suicide have marked in-
creases in drug and alcohol abuse, depression 
and divorce, and significantly, increased 
risks of suicide. We have learned the value of 
professional help. At first you want to die, 
rather than accept the reality. Hearing that 
our son had committed suicide was the hard-
est thing I ever experienced and living every 
day since has been a struggle. 

Whether is it opioid addiction, PTSD, 
undiagnosed depression, all can lead to 
overdoses, suicide, and unnecessary death. 
Increasing access to care, and removing stig-
ma from the culture surrounding mental ill-
ness should be the goal. 

A common theme in suicide is ‘‘to not 
want to become a burden.’’ Let’s learn to 
reach out, and not walk away when we know. 
Talk about it, offer hope. It can save a life. 
Commit to the goals of Change Direction 
NH. 

Learn the signs, learn to reach out, and 
know better how to help when someone is in 
trouble. Let them know that you know what 
it’s like to be suffering from depression. 

I cannot underscore for survivors like us, 
the importance of a good counselor. A profes-
sional who treats numerous people can offer 
new methods and ways of thinking about 
problems. 

The analogy to me is mountain climbing. 
That mountain will be there every day, and 
I have to climb it. Therapy offers better 
tools. 

In my experience, we place too much em-
phasis on our student’s scores and grades, 
but nowhere near enough on them as people, 
with human needs. We can help them relate 
to their problems better by creating a space 
where it is encouraged for them to talk open-
ly about things that bother them. 

Let us do a better job recognizing how hard 
it is to be young today. 

Thank you for reading and letting me tell 
our story. I hope someone reads this, and 
gets help. 
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Let’s change direction on mental health. 

That would be a great thing! 
—Jon Bresler is a small business owner who 
lives in Concord. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF MIS-
SISSIPPI NATIONAL GUARDSMAN 
SERGEANT FIRST CLASS (SFC) 
BILLY A. SUTTON 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Sergeant First 
Class (SFC) Billy A. Sutton who died as a re-
sult of non-combat causes on February 7, 
2012, while supporting Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan. 

SFC Sutton was assigned to the Mississippi 
Army National Guard’s 223rd Engineer Bat-
talion, 168th Engineer Brigade, headquartered 
in West Point, Mississippi. In November, 2011, 
SFC Sutton was deployed for his third tour in 
the Middle East to Afghanistan with the Army 
National Guard’s 288th Sapper Company out 
of Houston. He served as the Platoon Ser-
geant for Route Clearance Patrol (RCP) 2, 
2nd Platoon. He nicknamed his platoon the 
Honey Badgers. 

‘‘SFC Sutton was gifted,’’ Captain Brenton 
Montgomery, Commander of the 288th Sapper 
Company said in a quote released by the De-
partment of the Army. ‘‘Anyone who can take 
their hands and make a difference is truly gift-
ed. He had that gift and he used it to make 
a difference in all our lives.’’ 

The 42-year-old Mooreville, Mississippi na-
tive was described as an outstanding soldier 
and Platoon Sergeant. It is an honor to recog-
nize the life of a soldier who devoted his life 
to keeping America safe. 

f 

H.J. RES. 57 AND H.J. RES. 58 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, today, 
I voted against H.J. Res. 57 and H.J. Res. 58, 
two pieces of legislation which threaten stu-
dents’ right to a high-quality education. 

In 2015, I was proud to vote for the bipar-
tisan Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 
which reauthorized federal regulations for K– 
12 education. It is shocking that scarcely one 
year after ESSA was signed into law, Con-
gress is trying to pass these resolutions which 
will devastate public education, particularly for 
minority and vulnerable children. 

H.J. Res. 57 prevents the federal govern-
ment from uncovering discrimination and civil 
rights abuses in our schools. Under this reso-
lution, the U.S. Department of Education can-
not require states to provide data about vul-
nerable student groups. This prevents the de-
partment from holding schools accountable for 
academic performance and disciplinary prac-
tices. 

H.J. Res. 58 makes it more difficult for pro-
spective teachers to find programs that will 
prepare them for success in the classroom. It 
also removes incentives to make our teaching 
workforce more diverse. This is especially 
troubling at a time when California is suffering 
from a teacher shortage. 

Sadly, these resolutions arrive on the same 
day that the United States Senate voted to 
confirm Betsy DeVos as Secretary of Edu-
cation. Unfortunately, Senate Republicans ig-
nored grave concerns from parents, teachers, 
and students nationwide about her lack of fa-
miliarity with basic public education issues, 
federal laws, and her refusal to protect public 
education and civil rights. 

As the Congresswoman for California’s 40th 
District, I will fight against any policy that jeop-
ardizes the ability of students to receive an ex-
cellent education. That is why I oppose H.J. 
Res. 57 and H.J. Res. 58. 
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