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HONORING JONATHAN R. ELAM 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Jonathan (Jon) Elam on the oc-
casion of his retirement as General Manager 
of Tamalpais Community Services District 
(TCSD) after twelve years of stellar service. 

Starting in 2005, after a professional career 
in public works and city management, Mr. 
Elam was hired as General Manager of TCSD, 
where he served the residents of Tamalpais 
Valley and Marin County at large with distinc-
tion for a dozen years. 

Under his leadership as General Manager, 
he reinvigorated the refuse collection program 
and created numerous new programs, includ-
ing food waste collection and popular collec-
tion programs such as e-waste, batteries, 
printer ink cartridges, eyeglasses and medical 
disposal, as well as two paper shredding days 
per year for the TCSD service area. From up-
grading park and recreation facilities, to install-
ing new fire safe efforts, to working to ensure 
our agencies are compliant with EPA regula-
tions, Mr. Elam established a productive track 
record for getting things done. 

Mr. Elam’s commitment to environmental 
stewardship has been a common thread 
throughout his work and volunteer service. Not 
only did Mr. Elam serve as the Delegate for 
the California Climate Registry to the United 
Nations climate meetings, but he also has par-
ticipated in a variety of local organizations, in-
cluding the Carbon Cycle Institute, the San 
Anselmo Bike & Pedestrian Advisory Com-
mittee, and the Marin County Solid Waste JPA 
Advisory Council. He also served in a number 
of volunteer roles in the community including 
his recent role as the president of the Marin 
Conservation League. 

Mr. Elam’s professional and civic contribu-
tions leave a lasting and positive legacy that 
will continue to benefit the local residents and 
regions for years to come. He is a true envi-
ronmentalist, and I’m sure he will continue to 
fight the good fight in retirement. 

Please join me in congratulating Mr. Elam 
on his retirement and expressing our deep ap-
preciation for his long and exceptional career 
and outstanding civic engagement. 

f 

HONORING FRANK LUCIA’S 107TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to wish a very happy birthday to Frank 
Lucia, a treasured member of our North Jer-
sey community. Frank recently celebrated his 
107th birthday, a tremendous milestone in a 

very special life. Frank is an outstanding father 
and a true blessing to our Demarest commu-
nity. I am sure he and his family had a won-
derful time celebrating, dancing, and singing in 
Italian. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring Frank and wishing him 
many more years of good health and happi-
ness. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. GARY 
SCHNEIDERS 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a remarkable teacher and citizen from 
Waterloo, Iowa. Mr. Gary Schneiders has 
taught History, Social Studies, and Economics 
at Waterloo Columbus Catholic High School 
for 39 years. Over those 39 years, Mr. Schnei-
ders has made an enormous impact on the 
lives of his students and members of the com-
munity. 

Mr. Schneiders’s devotion goes beyond the 
classroom with his annual trip to the hallowed 
ground of Europe’s battlefields. This trip is no 
European vacation. Students walk the trench-
es of the Western Front, and explore battle-
fields with a twelve mile hike one day and 
twenty mile bike-ride another day. Prior to 
their departure, students are given reading as-
signments and must complete a 20 page 
essay. While in Europe, the students have 
nightly homework assignments. This annual 
trip is highly anticipated and one that many 
Waterloo Columbus students work toward their 
entire high school career. 

The itinerary also includes visits to several 
American cemeteries and memorials honoring 
our fallen heroes, and a wreath-laying cere-
mony at the Meuse-Argonne American Ceme-
tery. On the final day, the students visit the 
Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial 
where they clean the grave markers, plant an 
American Flag, and lay a rose on the grave of 
every Iowan. At the end of the day, students 
lay their final wreath of the trip at Normandy 
as Taps sounds in the background. 

Upon their return to Iowa, the students give 
presentations to their families, fellow students, 
and residents of Waterloo and Cedar Falls; 
with a special invitation extended to the local 
Veteran community. 

Over the past 39 years, Mr. Schneiders has 
shown his students what cannot be taught in 
a classroom—the meaning of sacrifice and 
love of country. Today, we honor his devotion 
that extends far beyond the classroom and 
helps to ensure the preservation of American 
values for generations to come. 

IN RECOGNITION OF SHEILA 
STEPHENS’ RETIREMENT 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sheila Stephens, who is retiring from 
public service after 44 years with the City of 
Keller. Ms. Stephens started working for the 
city in 1972 as an assistant to the Water De-
partment Manager. At that time, there were 
only 1,500 residents and 25 people employed 
by the city. She was appointed by the city 
council to be city secretary in 1977. During her 
39 years in the position, Ms. Stephens dem-
onstrated a level of professionalism and ex-
pertise in municipal government that she has 
exhibited with colleagues in the City of Keller 
as well as in other municipalities. 

During her tenure, the City of Keller’s popu-
lation has grown to over 44,000 people and 
city staff has expanded to 300 people to serve 
the needs of the community. In her almost 
four decades with the city, Ms. Stephens su-
pervised 76 elections, recorded countless 
meetings, documented 2,900 deaths and 100 
births in addition to fulfilling 2,960 open 
records requests. She has faithfully served 
under 12 mayors and 12 city managers pro-
viding needed continuity and depth. Current 
Keller Mayor Mark Matthews declared Decem-
ber 30, 2016 as ‘‘Sheila Stephens Day’’ to 
thank Sheila for the hard work and time she 
dedicated to her community. 

I would like to express my appreciation for 
the 44 years of exemplary service Sheila Ste-
phens gave to our community and extend best 
wishes upon her retirement. It is my privilege 
to represent the residents of Keller in the 
United States House of Representatives. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF REV. LEE 
WON SANG 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to honor the life of Rev-
erend Lee Won Sang, a Pastor Emeritus of 
the Korean Central Presbyterian Church in Vir-
ginia’s 10th District. Throughout his life, Rev. 
Lee was a respected leader in the community, 
served with admiral purpose, and placed a 
strong importance on education. 

Rev. Lee was born in Manchuria, China in 
1937. He began his higher education and path 
to service by earning a bachelor’s degree in 
Theology from Keimyung University and a 
master’s degree in Theology from Kyungbuk 
University. In the early 1970s, he moved to 
the United States to further his education, 
where he attended the Dallas Theological 
Seminary to study the Old Testament. After 
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graduating from that program, he started work-
ing for the Korean Central Presbyterian 
Church, but also was pursuing a Doctorate 
from the University of Pennsylvania. After retir-
ing, he went on to receive a Ph.D. from the 
University of Wales in the U.K. at the age of 
72, a true testament to the importance Rev. 
Lee placed on continuous education and 
growth. 

Outside of his education, Rev. Lee is known 
for his 23 years of work and leadership at the 
Korean Central Presbyterian Church in Cen-
treville, Virginia where I have frequently vis-
ited. The congregation has grown to almost 
9,000 members at its main location, many of 
whom are my 10th District constituents. In ad-
dition to his work at the Korean Central Pres-
byterian Church, Rev. Lee took on many other 
projects to advance the church globally and 
help within his community. He founded the 
Central Missionary Fellowship (CMF) in 1988, 
which later evolved into SEED International, 
an organization which helped establish 12 
overseas missionary groups. SEED Inter-
national was the first Korean Missionary orga-
nization to become a member of the Mission 
NEXUS organization. Additionally, Rev. Lee 
founded Prassion, which is a SEED Inter-
national affiliate and independent mission or-
ganization focused on prayer movement na-
tionally and internationally. 

In Washington, D.C., Rev. Lee helped es-
tablish the Washington Youth Foundation and 
even was afforded the opportunity to lead the 
opening prayer for the 107th U.S. Congress 
on October 10, 2002. 

Mr. Speaker, I now ask that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing Rev. Lee’s years of 
community service. Today, we honor and cele-
brate the contributions the Reverend has 
made not just within the 10th District, but on 
a global level. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
WONDERFUL COMPANY 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
and am joined by Mr. MCCARTHY and Mr. 
COSTA of California, to commend The Wonder-
ful Company for receiving the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation’s 2016 Corporate 
Citizenship Award for Best Community Im-
provement Program. 

The Best Community Improvement Program 
Award honors businesses for the many ways 
they influence and enhance local communities. 
Companies from around the world compete for 
this award, making it an extraordinary ac-
knowledgment of outstanding corporate social 
responsibility. The Wonderful Company was 
presented with the esteemed 2016 U.S. 
Chamber Foundation Corporate Citizenship 
Award for Best Community Improvement Pro-
gram. 

Since 1979, The Wonderful Company has 
quickly grown and become known worldwide 
for its almonds, bottled water, citrus fruits, 
flower bouquets, pistachios, pomegranates, 
and wines. However, its legacy does not stop 
there. Investing nearly $200 million in edu-
cation, environmental technologies and sus-
tainability research, and health and wellness 

programs, The Wonderful Company has an 
extensive history of philanthropy and commu-
nity involvement. 

The Seventeenth Annual Chamber of Com-
merce Corporate Citizenship Awards recog-
nized The Wonderful Company for its work in 
Lost Hills, California, home of the company’s 
largest pistachio plant, which serves as the 
economic backbone of the local community. In 
fact, more than fifty percent of households in 
Lost Hills have family members who work at 
the Wonderful Pistachio plant. Always com-
mitted to the wellbeing of the local community, 
The Wonderful Company has made significant 
investments in Lost Hills, investing more than 
$15 million in transportation and infrastructure 
projects, such as roads and sidewalks, bus 
shelters, storm drains, and streetlights. It has 
also rejuvenated the community park with two 
community centers, two soccer fields, 
volleyball and basketball courts, playgrounds, 
and a broad range of community activities and 
events. The Wonderful Company has also 
helped build affordable housing, assisted with 
financing and construction of the town’s first 
sit-down restaurant, and recently received ap-
proval from the Kern County Board of Edu-
cation to open a charter school in the commu-
nity next fall. 

This prestigious honor recognizes the hard 
work and significant investment made by Mr. 
and Mrs. Stewart and Lynda Resnick, owners 
of The Wonderful Company. They have dedi-
cated their lives not only to growing a suc-
cessful and sustainable business, but to im-
proving the lives of so many across the globe, 
especially those in the communities The Won-
derful Company calls home. 

Mr. Speaker, we ask our colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join us in congratulating The Wonderful Com-
pany for receiving the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce Foundation’s 2016 Corporate Citizen-
ship Award for Best Community Improvement 
Program. The Wonderful Company’s altruistic 
leadership provides an exceptional example of 
corporate responsibility and we look forward to 
their future initiatives that continue to make 
the world a better place, one community at a 
time. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PETER 
VINCENT BELEZZUOLI 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today along 
with my colleague Mr. VALADAO, to honor the 
life and achievements of Peter Vincent 
Belezzuoli. Peter passed away on December 
15 at the age of 61. He will be remembered 
as a wonderful husband, father, grandfather, 
auctioneer, dairyman, and friend to all who 
knew him. 

Peter was born on August 22, 1955 in 
Tulare, California to Pete and Louise 
Belezzuoli. In 1959, the Belezzuolis moved to 
Hanford, California after his father purchased 
Overland Stockyard. From a young age, Peter 
worked with his father to learn all aspects of 
the cattle business. He graduated from Han-
ford High School in 1973. During his years at 
Hanford High he was a member of 4–H and 
FFA, in addition to playing on the basketball 

team. It was his father’s business partner 
Hoke Evetts that taught him the art of 
auctioneering. Following high school, Peter at-
tended College of the Sequoias and graduated 
from Missouri Auction School as a Colonel in 
1974. 

Peter took over his father’s role at Overland 
Stockyard following Pete’s sudden death in 
1983. Peter continued his father’s legacy 
through the passion he put into his work each 
and every day. Peter became very well known 
in the dairy cattle, and beef cattle sales indus-
try both locally and throughout the country. He 
was an innovative businessman, utilizing inter-
net video auction capabilities, allowing buyers 
from all over the country to participate in auc-
tions held in Hanford. 

Peter had a number of hobbies that brought 
him joy. In his spare time he enjoyed visiting 
his home in Shell Beach, riding his pontoon 
boat through Shaver Lake and barbecuing for 
his many family and friends. 

Peter enjoyed giving back to the community 
he loved so dearly. He frequently used his tal-
ents as a skilled auctioneer for local charity 
groups, including the Kings County Fair and 
the Fresno Fair. He was also a lifelong mem-
ber of St. Brigid Catholic Church in Hanford. 

Peter is survived by his wife of 35 years, 
Lisa and their children Julie, Daniel and Doug-
las, their spouses and three grandsons, 
Bryson, Korban and Peter. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives 
to join Mr. VALADAO and myself in honoring the 
life of Mr. Peter Belezzuoli. He will be remem-
bered as a man of great character, who val-
ued his family above all else. His presence in 
the San Joaquin Valley and in the local dairy 
community will truly be missed. We join his 
family in honoring his life, service to his com-
munity and tremendous legacy he leaves be-
hind. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE VINE-
YARD AND WINERY AT LOST 
CREEK 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate and commend my constituents, 
Todd and Aimee Henkle, on their victory in the 
2017 San Francisco Chronicle Wine Competi-
tion. This win not only speaks to the hard 
work, entrepreneurship and expertise of Todd 
and Aimee Henkle, but also the growing and 
transforming Virginia wine industry. 

In 1998 the two visited Bordeaux, France for 
their honeymoon, where they decided that one 
day they wanted to own their very own winery 
and vineyard. In 2007, corporate jobs brought 
them to northern Virginia, and they quickly be-
came very impressed with what DC’s Wine 
County had to offer. In 2012, they had an op-
portunity to buy a plot of land in Leesburg, be-
tween Route 15 and the Potomac River, from 
an old vineyard owner, and with Todd’s busi-
ness background and Aimee’s passion for 
wine, The Vineyard and Winery at Lost Creek 
was born. 

Since opening five years ago, their hard 
work has certainly come to fruition. They have 
been recognized nationally and most recently 
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have won the Best in Class in the 
chardonnays priced between $26 and $29.99 
category with their wine, Lost Creek Reserve 
Chardonnay. 

In today’s society, family owned small busi-
nesses are crucial to the future of our nation 
and my constituents in the 10th District are 
proud they call Loudoun County their home. It 
is families like the Henkles that help foster 
strong, local economies by establishing suc-
cessful business practices that can be carried 
out for multiple generations. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding Todd and Aimee Henkle on their 
great accomplishment and successful small 
business. I wish Todd, Aimee, and their chil-
dren, Evan and Ryan, the best in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF KITTY 
MOON EMERY 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, there are 
those who live their lives with distinct 
intentionality. They have the ability to inspire 
their communities by bringing innovation and 
change in their relentless pursuit to make the 
world a better place. They use their creativity 
to bring beauty and encourage leaders to 
reach their fullest potentials. I am saddened 
by the loss of my friend, Kitty Moon Emery. I 
was fortunate to have met her early in my ca-
reer and always appreciated her advice and 
counsel as she was one of those special lead-
ers. 

Kitty was a Nashville native who had an en-
dearing love for Tennessee and our country. 
She worked as one of only two female press 
secretaries in the Senate under Senator Bill 
Brock. She later went on to become the As-
sistant National Director of Advertising for the 
presidential campaign of Ronald Reagan. Kitty 
was eventually appointed by Secretary Henry 
Kissinger to a United Nations Advisory Com-
mittee. In these spheres she broke many bar-
riers by filling positions that were not tradition-
ally held by women. 

Kitty was a treasured advisor to many. She 
served as the chairman for the Metro Sports 
Authority and played a vital role by serving on 
many boards including the Country Music As-
sociation, the CMA Foundation, the Rotary 
Club of Nashville, and Leadership Music. More 
recently she founded the consulting firm Kitty 
Moon Enterprises to support leaders in the 
Middle Tennessee Region. 

Kitty’s presence in Nashville will be deeply 
missed. Her love and devotion to community 
brought people together and made Tennessee 
a much better place to live. I rise today to cel-
ebrate her lasting achievements and ask my 
colleagues to join with me in honoring her life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FANNIN COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Fannin County 

Public Library and to commend its Food for 
Fines program. The Fannin County Public Li-
brary started this initiative a decade ago, and 
this year’s program runs through the end of 
the month. Food for Fines is a smart, creative 
way to give back to the community. It allows 
individuals with overdue fines to donate non- 
perishable food items in lieu of a fee. For 
every food item donated, the library forgives 
one dollar of fines. 

All of the donations from this food drive will 
go to support the Fannin County Family Con-
nection. The program benefits individuals in 
need and library patrons alike. Last year the li-
brary estimated that it collected nearly $500 
worth of non-perishable food items. Over the 
years, it has become commonplace for those 
who donate to do so in excess of their fine out 
of support for this community cause. 

Mr. Speaker, the ongoing success of this 
program speaks to the investment that the 
Fannin County Public Library staff and library 
patrons have made in their community. It is a 
privilege to represent such civic-minded indi-
viduals and to recognize their service to their 
neighbors. The Fannin County Public Library’s 
Food for Fines program is an example of the 
inclusive service I see throughout Northeast 
Georgia. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE HILLSBORO 
TOWN EXPANSION 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge my constituent, the Honorable 
Roger Vance, Mayor of the Town of Hillsboro, 
Vice Mayor Steve Morgart, Council Member at 
Large John Dean, Council Member at Large 
Joseph Gertig, Council Member at Large Amy 
Newton Marasco, Council Member at Large 
Matt Parse, and the Town Clerk, Sherry 
Vance on their historic boundary line expan-
sion. Not only did this expansion triple the 
town’s size from 55 to 171 acres and increase 
the population from 80 to 115 residents, but it 
also created more economic opportunity, im-
proved walkability, and added businesses and 
neighbors that have long considered them-
selves residents of Hillsboro. 

Hillsboro, located in Western Loudoun 
County, was first settled in the mid-1750s by 
a small group of Quakers as a milling town. 
Given the town’s location and its position on 
the Short Hill Mountain formed by the North 
Fork of Catoctin Creek, the small group of 
houses and mills became known as the Gap, 
a term still widely used today. After many 
years of growth and development, the Gap be-
came an incorporated town in 1802 called 
Hillsborough. Many years later in 1893, the 
name was shortened to Hillsboro. 

Thanks to the work of Mayor Vance and the 
Town Council, today Hillsboro is among the 
best-preserved rural towns in the country, and 
with this successful expansion the town will be 
able to expand and improve the historic area. 
This improvement, along with the town’s ongo-
ing initiatives to increase economic oppor-
tunity, will help build a sustainable future for 
Loudoun County (careful we have other rural 
towns in Loudoun). 

Mr. Speaker, I now ask that my colleagues 
join me in recognizing the Town of Hillsboro, 

Mayor Roger Vance, Vice Mayor Steve 
Morgart, Council Member at Large John Dean, 
Council Member at Large Joseph Gertig, 
Council Member at Large Amy Newton 
Marasco, Council Member at Large Matt 
Parse, and the Town Clerk, Sherry Vance on 
the historic boundary line expansion. Today, 
we honor and celebrate the town’s history as 
one of Loudoun County’s most important as-
sets. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA COURTS AND PUB-
LIC DEFENDER SERVICE VOL-
UNTARY SEPARATION INCEN-
TIVE PAYMENTS ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Courts and Pub-
lic Defender Service Voluntary Separation In-
centive Payments Act. The bill, which passed 
the House in the 114th Congress, would make 
a small but important change to the authorities 
of the District of Columbia Courts (D.C. 
Courts) and the Public Defender Service for 
the District of Columbia (PDS), placing these 
entities in the same position as their federal 
counterparts for more effective management 
and operation. 

The bill would give the D.C. Courts and 
PDS the same authority federal agencies and 
federal courts already have to offer voluntary 
separation incentive payments, or buyouts, to 
their employees. The fiscal year 2016 omnibus 
bill already gives D.C. Courts buyout authority, 
but my bill would make this authorization per-
manent, and would extend it to PDS in addi-
tion to the D.C. Courts. Buyouts would allow 
the D.C. Courts and PDS to respond to future 
administrative and budget needs, and would 
provide the flexibility to extend buyout offers to 
their employees. 

The U.S. Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) has determined that voluntary separa-
tion incentive payments may be made only 
where statutorily authorized. Federal agencies 
and federal courts already have the statutory 
authority to offer buyouts, and PDS and the 
D.C. Courts need the same express authority 
in order to manage their workforce as budget 
conditions and needs change. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

f 

IMPORTANCE OF A U.S.-U.K. 
TRADE DEAL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this past 
summer British citizens chose to reclaim their 
independence. In a landmark referendum they 
decided to leave the European Union and take 
charge of their economic future. Now, in the 
wake of Brexit, it is important that we pre-
serve, as Winston Churchill first put it in 1946, 
the special relationship between the U.S. and 
the U.K. 
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Our two nations are bound together by a 

shared history, a common language, and a 
friendship that reaches back hundreds of 
years. Now our two countries got off to a 
rough start. The Crown opposed our inde-
pendence and then burned the Capitol and the 
White House in the War of 1812. But Great 
Britain is not only our oldest enemy but our 
oldest ally. For over two hundred years our 
two countries have partnered together to pre-
serve peace and security. From the trenches 
of WWI to the mountains of Afghanistan, our 
men and women have spilt blood together on 
the battlefield. Our relationship is deep and 
special. 

A trade deal represents yet another oppor-
tunity to deepen our relationship. The previous 
Administration threatened to put the U.K. ‘‘at 
the back of the queue’’ for a trade deal. But 
that kind of snub to our greatest ally is exactly 
the opposite of what we should be doing. 

A bilateral agreement will enhance the flow 
of commerce and boost the welfare of our 
economies. Trade deals that do not help the 
United States are things of the past. A bilat-
eral trade agreement can be in both our inter-
ests. 

The U.K. shares many values and business 
practices with the U.S. Our similarities will 
help ensure a smooth negotiation process as 
neither side will be forced into making hard 
concessions. For example, because Britain’s 
workers are paid at about the same rate as 
Americans, we do not have to worry about 
American manufacturers moving factories to 
the English countryside. Jobs will not be sent 
overseas. We will be able to streamline regu-
lations and reduce barriers to trade. That 
means more consumers for U.S. goods. Our 
two countries already enjoy close economic 
ties. No country receives more investment 
from Britain than the United States. And the 
United States is the largest investor in the 
United Kingdom. 

In my home state of Texas, the U.K. is the 
number one foreign direct investor. It sends 
over $2.5 billion dollars a year into the Texas 
economy. This investment has helped to bring 
more than 87,000 jobs to hardworking Texans. 
Texas is a great place to do business. The 
British people see that. But these kinds of 
gains are not limited to Texas alone. Every 
day over a million Americans go to work for 
British companies based in the U.S. It is crit-
ical that we turn our backs on trade. Houston 
is dependent on the free flow of goods. Over 
50 percent of the city’s economy is based on 
the Port of Houston. But that does not mean 
the United States has to give away the farm 
to get a trade deal done. We can have free 
and fair trade. We can level the playing field 
for American businesses, give American 
goods better access to consumers around the 
world, and increase American jobs. 

The new Administration has expressed its 
preference for bilateral deals over more cum-
bersome multilateral agreements. A bilateral 
deal with the U.K. is a great place to start. 
Once the U.K. is able to throw off the shackles 
of the EU’s restrictive trade policies, there will 
be better opportunities for job growth and in-
vestment. 

A free trade deal between the United King-
dom and the United States will be an impor-
tant symbol of our dedication to promoting 
economic freedom. Together we can come up 
with the gold standard of trade deals. This 
deal could serve as a model for future deals 

or maybe even opened up for other nations to 
join. 

The geopolitical effects of a trade deal may 
be just as important as the deal itself. This 
deal can send a message to those opposed to 
our shared values of freedom and liberty that 
the United States and the United Kingdom are 
standing strong together. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF VED 
VENGSARKER ACHIEVING A PER-
FECT SCORE ON THE AMERICAN 
COLLEGE TEST 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate Briar Woods High School’s very 
own Ved Vengsarker on achieving a perfect 
score on the American College Test (ACT)— 
a respected college admissions test in the 
United States. Ved, now a high school junior, 
began studying diligently last summer in prep-
aration, reviewing his ACT books during the 
week and taking several practice tests each 
weekend. His perfect score is not only a testa-
ment to his hard work and dedication, but also 
the exemplary teachers and faculty at Briar 
Woods High School located in Ashburn, Vir-
ginia who helped cultivate Ved’s intellectual in-
trigue. 

Each year less than one-tenth of a percent 
of the ACT test-taking population receive a 
perfect score. Ved is a self-driven individual 
who understands the need to prepare early 
and continue practicing until you achieve your 
goal. It is young, hardworking students like 
Ved who will help Loudoun County, Virginia’s 
10th District, and even the United States grow 
tremendously in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating Ved Vengsarker for 
achieving a perfect score on the ACT test. It 
is a privilege to represent him, and I wish him 
all the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
BOBBIE SUMMERS 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALFIORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ms. Bobbie Summers for her out-
standing work with the Social Security Admin-
istration (SSA) and to congratulate her on her 
retirement after 40 years of dedicated service. 

Bobbie began her career with the Social Se-
curity Administration in 1976. She was hired 
for a Claims Representative position in Han-
ford through the outstanding Scholar Program. 
After her time in Hanford, Bobbie worked as a 
Claims Representative in Southeast Fresno, 
West Fresno, Fresno Downtown and as Oper-
ations Supervisor for the Madera SSA office. 
In 1984, Bobbie was promoted to an Oper-
ations Supervisor position in the Fresno SSA 
office. In 1990, she was promoted to Branch 
Manager in Carmel. Bobbie returned to Fresno 
in 1993 as an Operations Supervisor. In 2003, 

Bobbie was accepted for the Regional Leader-
ship Development Program where she worked 
in the SSA Office of Public Service and Oper-
ations Support on the SDW ramp up initiative. 
In 2004, she was promoted to Assistant Dis-
trict Manager in the Fresno office, and later 
that year, she accepted a yearlong detail to 
the SSA Office of Public Service and Oper-
ations Support where she worked on the cross 
program recovery project. Bobbie was pro-
moted to Level 1 District Manager position in 
the Southeast Fresno SSA office in 2005 
where she served until 2008. In 2008, she 
was given a detail in the SSA Central Office 
to assist with the transition for the newly 
formed SSA Office of Disability Determinations 
Division. She returned to her Level 1 District 
Manager position in 2009. 

Bobbie’s ongoing hard work and dedication 
resulted in many awards throughout the years. 
Some of the awards she received are: The 
Commissioner’s Citation, Deputy Commis-
sioner’s Citation, Regional Citation and Com-
missioner’s Team Award. 

In is with great pleasure that I applaud Bob-
bie Summers for her many years of tireless 
work on behalf of the United States govern-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, it should be noted that in addi-
tion to her countless gifts to the Social Secu-
rity Administration and our community, Bobbie 
has been a true champion for my constituents. 
In my office, a majority of our constituent 
casework involves the Social Security Admin-
istration. These are sensitive cases that can 
sometimes take a great deal of time to re-
solve. One member of my Fresno staff, Ms. 
Kelly Gill has worked closely with Bobbie 
Summers on Social Security issues for over 
twenty years and proudly recollects Bobbie al-
ways being available to discuss cases and 
work together on issues of concern. I ask my 
colleagues to join me today in recognizing the 
commitment, dedication and success of Bob-
bie Summers and wish her well as she em-
barks on new endeavors. 

f 

HONORING COWGIRL CREAMERY 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Cowgirl Creamery and its founders, 
Sue Conley and Peggy Smith, in honor of the 
20th anniversary of this artisan cheese com-
pany, which has over the past two decades 
been a leader in the evolution of the local, 
state, and national artisan cheese market. 

Opened in 1997, the idea of Cowgirl Cream-
ery began years earlier when Sue and Peggy, 
each with twenty years of culinary experience, 
settled in Point Reyes Station in West Marin, 
California. Inspired by local agricultural matri-
arch Ellen Straus and her son, Albert Straus, 
who established organic milk producers west 
of the Mississippi, Sue and Peggy decided to 
combine their culinary expertise and environ-
mental stewardship ethos to create an artisan 
cheesemaking business. Several years after 
purchasing a barn in downtown Point Reyes 
Station, and after renovating, restoring, and 
acquiring the permits to open Tomales Bay 
Foods as a distribution company, Cowgirl 
Creamery was opened. 
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Over the next twenty years, Cowgirl Cream-

ery became an organic-certified creamery 
known for its award-winning cheeses, and its 
founders became leaders in sustainable food 
and artisan cheese movement in the North 
Bay. With over ten different types of cheeses 
produced from milk from neighboring dairies 
and two creameries with a staff of nearly 100, 
the company is still growing its business and 
influence in the region. At the time of its open-
ing, there were few cheese companies in 
Marin and Sonoma. Today, the West Marin re-
gion is considered a dairy and cheese appella-
tion, and the region’s artisan cheese industry 
has bloomed thanks in large part to the suc-
cess of Cowgirl Creamery. There are 28 
cheesemakers in the region and more in the 
making, and the Marin-Sonoma Cheese Trail 
boasts a large following. 

Not only did the founders of Cowgirl Cream-
ery serve as advocates and mentors for local 
agriculture and cheese producers, they en-
gaged with non-profit organizations supporting 
sustainable agriculture and with government 
officials to advance the interests and growth in 
the environmentally-responsible food move-
ment. Sue served on the board of Marin Agri-
cultural Land Trust for 18 years and is on the 
board of the California Artisan Cheese Guild. 
Peggy serves as President of the American 
Cheese Society, a national platform that pro-
vides educational resources for other 
cheesemakers, retailers, distributors and 
cheese enthusiasts. 

Inducted into the Guilde des Fromagers in 
2010, Cowgirl Creamery has earned the re-
spect of international cheese experts in addi-
tion to their robust reputations in the regional 
and national artisan cheese marketplace. 

From producers to consumers, Cowgirl 
Creamery occupies an unparalleled space in 
its influence on artisan cheesemaking world-
wide. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion of their 
20th Anniversary it is fitting to honor and thank 
Peggy, Sue, and Cowgirl Creamery for their 
impressive success and generosity, and to 
wish them success in the decades to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BEACON HILL 
VILLAGES ON THEIR 15TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 15th Anniversary of Beacon 
Hill Village in Boston. It’s an anniversary with 
significance for the whole Nation and they are 
to be congratulated on reaching this special 
milestone. 

Mr. Speaker, Beacon Hill Village was cre-
ated by, and for, neighbors determined, as 
they aged, to continue to thrive and grow in 
the neighborhood they loved. There was no 
ready model. A core goal of Beacon Hill Vil-
lage members was keeping independent. 
There isn’t much choice about growing old, 
but there are choices about where and how to 
do so. A little help with the ordinary business 
of living is always welcome, yet Beacon Hill 
Village’s philosophy was from the start all 
about choice: its members are quite capable 
of figuring out what they need and when. 

But the revolution in aging our nation is ex-
periencing also presented an extraordinary op-

portunity beyond better managing daily life. 
Most of our nation’s elders will live many 
years after retirement: Their goals for those 
years are to be productive, engaged and open 
to new people, new experiences, and new 
ideas. Its members quickly and clearly under-
stood how Beacon Hill Village could advance 
those goals. 

Almost from the start, word of Beacon Hill 
Village’s success serving its own members 
spread. More and more communities, from 
near and far, were soon flooding Beacon Hill 
Village with requests for help in creating vil-
lages of their own. In response, just a few 
years after it opened in 2002, Beacon Hill Vil-
lage was the chief force behind the creation of 
the Village to Village Network, dedicated to 
helping communities everywhere design their 
own villages reflecting local needs and using 
local resources. Today that Network has more 
than 350 open and developing villages serving 
members numbering over 40,000. These vil-
lages are all across the nation, in 45 states 
and the District of Columbia, and in six coun-
tries abroad. 

Mr. Speaker, I am convinced, that the best 
days of Beacon Hill Village, the Village to Vil-
lage Network and the villages of the nation, 
are still ahead of them. Their message is sim-
ple, forceful and optimistic: aging should be to 
each individual’s own design. No one, as they 
age, should be told where to go or how to live. 
Villages can help their members take respon-
sibility for their own aging and make choices 
resulting in vibrant, purposeful lives lived on 
their own terms, in their own homes and com-
munities. With this message the village move-
ment is changing how elders experience aging 
and how our society perceives aging. Every 
American benefits from these changes. 

On February 13th in Boston, Dr. Atul 
Gawande, whose celebrated 2014 book Being 
Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End 
continues to sustain a lively national conversa-
tion about living well and ending well in old 
age, will speak at a public forum to salute and 
conclude Beacon Hill Village’s fifteenth-year 
celebrations. Being Mortal has generous 
things to say about how Beacon Hill Village 
and villages inspired by it provide a valuable 
model for such living and ending well. Dr. 
Gawande’s remarks will be simulcast nation-
ally to more than 150 villages where more 
than 5000 will participate remotely in the cele-
bration. 

One of the great issues worldwide today is 
how to support and care for aging populations. 
By 2030, twenty percent of our nation’s popu-
lation will be over 65, an estimated 83 million 
people. The numbers are even larger in many 
countries around the world. The Village con-
cept and Dr. Gawande’s profound under-
standing of the importance of community and 
choice offer valuable insights and solutions for 
this challenging phenomenon. 

Mr. Speaker, in recognition of the positive 
impact that the village movement has had on 
the experience of aging, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in saluting Beacon Hill Village 
and villages throughout the nation by desig-
nating Monday, February 13, 2017 as National 
Villages Day. 

IN HONOR OF LIZ THOMAS 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Liz Thomas, a smart and savvy 
businessperson, a wonderful friend and some-
one who always supports organizations and 
causes near and dear to her heart. 

On Saturday, February 11, 2017, Liz’s 
friends, family and colleagues will gather to-
gether to celebrate at the Hearts of Gold Sa-
maritan Gala and to honor her as she receives 
the Samaritan Healthcare and Hospice Circle 
of Excellence Award. 

Ms. Thomas began her communications ca-
reer in the press office of New Jersey Gov-
ernor Thomas Kean. Then, she moved on to 
serve as Deputy Director of the New Jersey 
Division of Travel and Tourism. In 1989, she 
opened her first public relations firm and she 
has been working hard in that field ever since. 

In her professional capacity as co-founder 
and CEO of Thomas/Boyd, Ms. Thomas is fre-
quently called upon to use her extensive 
knowledge of communications, government re-
lations and event management to ensure that 
businesses, non-profit organizations, profes-
sional societies and service companies have 
successful events and communication cam-
paigns throughout the area. 

Ms. Thomas has received numerous honors 
and recognitions throughout her professional 
career. She was named a Person to Watch by 
SJ Magazine and was a member of NJBiz’s 
inaugural class of Best 50 Women in Busi-
ness. 

In addition to her professional accomplish-
ments, Ms. Thomas is proud to lend her 
name, time and talents to a variety of organi-
zations throughout the area and is the Vice 
Chair of New Jersey Public Media, the Chair 
of the Samaritan Healthcare and Hospice’s 
Board of Trustees, and Vice Chair of the New 
Jersey Governor’s Women’s Conference. She 
is also a member of many great organizations, 
such as the Salvation Army Kroc Community 
Center Capital Campaign and the New Jersey 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve. 

It is all altogether fitting that we congratulate 
Liz Thomas on receiving the Samaritan 
Healthcare and Hospice Circle of Excellence 
Award and thank her for her contributions to 
the State of New Jersey and the many organi-
zations that she devotes so much of her time 
and talent. Ms. Thomas continues to give back 
to her community both personally and profes-
sionally and I wish her continued success in 
all her endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SHORT 
HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to recognize my constituents of the Short 
Hill Historical Society, formerly the Hillsboro 
Community Association (HCA), for their pres-
ervation and restoration efforts in one of the 
oldest, historic cities in Virginia’s 10th Dis-
trict—Hillsboro, Virginia. 
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Over 40 years ago, the Old Stone School in 

Hillsboro was saved from being demolished by 
the HCA, a non-profit comprised of area resi-
dents and alumni. Since 1976, the HCA has 
made it their mission to preserve and restore 
the Old Stone School and to identify and re-
store other historic landmarks in the Hillsboro 
area. More recently, the organization began to 
operate under the name Friends of the Old 
Stone School, as they placed an even strong-
er focus on the landmark building. In 2006, the 
town government took over full management 
of the building from the HCA. 

Now with the school in good hands, the 
HCA, under the new name, the Short Hill His-
torical Society, is planning to expand their res-
toration efforts immensely. The group contrib-
uted an estimated $15,000 worth of furniture 
and equipment to the school and also pro-
vided over $19,000 for management and oper-
ations. 

This year, the Short Hill Historical Society 
has planned a plethora of events and concerts 
to raise money and also garner support for 
new restoration projects. It is strong, commu-
nity-focused groups, like the Short Hill Histor-
ical Society, that will help Western Loudoun 
County retain its rich history, and I look for-
ward to their future projects and endeavors. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the Short Hill Historical Soci-
ety for their years of dedication and hard work. 
I wish them all of the best in their future en-
deavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHMOND 
FREE PRESS 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Richmond Free Press, an inde-
pendent, black-owned, weekly newspaper, that 
recently celebrated their 25th anniversary. The 
paper was founded by Raymond H. Boone, a 
former Howard University associate professor 
and reporter who tirelessly served as editor 
and publisher until his death in June 2014. 

The Richmond Free Press serves as a 
voice for all people and since its inception has 
altered the media landscape of Richmond, the 
former Capital of the Confederacy. Their mis-
sion is to, ‘‘provide solid, fair-minded news 
stories and informed opinion to empower its 
readers to motivate them to take enlightened 
action on important issues that touch their 
lives.’’ 

Positively impacting the community through 
news stories and editorials, the Richmond 
Free Press is instrumental in providing honest 
coverage that has contributed to a guber-
natorial pardon on behalf of a man wrongly 
convicted of a murder charge; and rewriting 
city code that purged unfair gender references 
leading to the resignation of a Richmond judge 
who posted racist comments on the internet. 

Through the leadership of Mrs. Jean Patter-
son Boone, advertising director and wife of the 
late founder Raymond Boone, the Richmond 
Free Press is an award-winning publication 
that has been recognized by the Virginia 
Press Association, the National Newspaper 
Publishers Associations, the NAACP and 
countless other organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that this rec-
ognition come during Black History Month, for 
the Richmond Free Press does not only 
chronical history, it has made history for the 
last 25 years. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL 
EMPLOYEES PAID PARENTAL 
LEAVE ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, today, I am proud to reintroduce 
the Federal Employees Paid Parental Leave 
Act, bipartisan legislation to grant six weeks of 
paid parental leave to hardworking federal em-
ployees. 

In the Presidential campaign, both can-
didates voiced strong support for a workplace 
that makes sense for hardworking parents. 
This bipartisan legislation is a great place to 
start. 

The federal government is our nation’s larg-
est employer, and should be setting the trend 
for commonsense, family-friendly policies. 
Paid parental leave would give a boost to the 
almost two million people who work for the 
federal government across the country, and 
would help our government recruit and retain 
a talented workforce. 

The growing costs of caring for a new child, 
the expensive diapers, bottles, baby carriers, 
they all add up very quickly. The USDA found 
that in the first two years a new child can cost 
families an average of nearly $13,000. 

Paid leave makes sure that families can 
start out on the right foot, not forcing them into 
debt, or making devastating choices between 
caring for a child and the paycheck they need. 

I am proud that versions of this legislation 
have passed the House twice before, and 
urge my colleagues to support this common- 
sense proposal. 

f 

HONORING MS. DONNA MARIE 
GLAPION, QUEEN ZULU 2017 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of Ms. Donna 
Marie Glapion, a native of my hometown of 
New Orleans, Louisiana. I especially wish to 
congratulate her on becoming the Queen of 
the Zulu Social Aid & Pleasure Club for 2017. 
It is my distinct privilege to recognize her for 
this accomplishment. 

Ms. Glapion has been a member of the Zulu 
Social Aid & Pleasure Club for 15 years. Over 
the years she has shared her creative talents, 
having decorated numerous events for Zulu 
Members, Characters and the organization. 
She has served as the First Lady of the 
Mighty Mayor’s Krewe, participated for many 
years with Zulu’s Toys for Tots program, and 
has served as Co-Modiste to the Zulu Maids 
from 2012–2014. 

In addition to her work with Zulu, Ms. 
Glapion is dedicated to her family and has 

been active in her community. She is a proud 
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
and for the past seven years she has posi-
tively impacted the lives of children in the 
community through her work as a character 
school operations manager. From 2009 to 
2015, she has worked tirelessly on behalf of 
the students at James M. Singleton Charter 
School and since July 2015, hmerved as the 
Operations Manager at William J. Fischer 
School. Ms. Glapion is a graduate of 
McDonogh No. 35 Senior High School and the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, earning a 
Bachelor’s degree in Mass Communication. 
She completed post graduate work in lan-
guage studies at the Universidad 
Iberoamericana, in Mexico City, Mexico. Ms. 
Glapion began her professional career as an 
Administrative Assistant in the office of the 
late City Councilwoman Dorothy Mae 
DeLavallade Taylor and as Operations and Fi-
nance Manager for the Mary L. Landrieu for 
Governor Campaign. 

Ms. Glapion has served as an Operations 
Manager in the Corporate Real Estate/Facili-
ties Management Department at Whitney Na-
tional Bank, and from 2001 to 2005, she was 
part of a research team at Tulane University 
School of Medicine as the Administrator of the 
Hematology/Oncology Section. 

In closing Mr. Speaker, the hard work and 
dedication of Ms. Donna Marie Glapion gives 
us hope and promise for the future of our city 
and I wish to congratulate Ms. Glapion on her 
coronation as Queen Zulu and wish her a suc-
cessful reign in 2017. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JOHN S. SEDLAK 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge my constituent, Mr. John S. 
Sedlak, who will be departing from his position 
as Technical Advisor in the Office of Commer-
cial Vessel Compliance this month after a 20- 
year career of distinguished public service. Mr. 
Sedlak has made tremendous contributions to 
his community and country as both an active 
duty serviceman in the U.S. Coast Guard and 
as a civilian employee. 

Mr. Sedlak graduated from the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy in 1974, beginning a long ca-
reer in active duty service that included as-
signments to a Coast Guard Cutter, multiple 
Marine Safety Offices, and a Staff Engineer 
position at the Coast Guard Headquarters. 
After serving as Staff Engineer, Mr. Sedlak 
earned a degree in Mechanical Engineering at 
the Naval Post Graduate School of Monterey, 
California and served his final tour of active 
duty as the Electrical Branch Chief handling 
operations at the Coast Guard Marine Safety 
Center. 

Following his departure from active duty 
service, Mr. Sedlak assumed his current posi-
tion as Technical Advisor in the Office of Com-
mercial Vessel Compliance in 2002. As one of 
only three Technical Advisors in CVC and an 
internationally recognized expert in his field, 
Mr. Sedlak developed national policy in a 
number of passenger ships and offshore ves-
sel areas. While developing these policies, Mr. 
Sedlak routinely collaborated with other Fed-
eral Agencies and represented the Coast 
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Guard in international meetings and con-
ferences. 

Mr. Sedlak has been an integral member of 
the U.S. Coast Guard throughout his career, 
and his contributions in both active duty serv-
ice and as a civilian employee are greatly ap-
preciated by all members of the district and 
community. 

At this moment, Mr. Speaker, I ask that my 
colleagues join me in extending our sincerest 
thanks to Mr. Sedlak for his service to our na-
tion and all the work he has done for the CVC. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROSELYN 
BAKER 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Roselyn Baker, who passed 
away January 5, 2017. Roselyn was a won-
derful mother, wife and friend, whose pres-
ence will be greatly missed. 

Roselyn was born in Fresno, California in 
1926 to Kourken and Varsenig Shabaghlian, 
both survivors of the Armenian Genocide. The 
family initially lived in the heart of downtown 
Fresno before relocating to San Francisco 
when Roselyn was a young child. There her 
parents operated several grocery stores. You 
would frequently find Roselyn by her father’s 
side at the stores, assisting with deliveries and 
getting to know the customers. 

Roselyn attended Girls High School in San 
Francisco, where her love of classical music 
was born and fostered by her teachers. 
Roselyn graduated high school in 1944 and 
enrolled in San Francisco City College. 
Roselyn began working in the ladies glove de-
partment for Roos Brothers and Ransahoff’s 
Department Stores in downtown San Fran-
cisco. 

Roselyn met the love of her life George F. 
Baker, a veteran who was attending the Col-
lege of Physicians & Surgeons Dental School 
on the GI Bill. George and Roselyn were mar-
ried in 1947 at St. John’s Armenian Apostolic 
Church in San Francisco. The couple moved 
to Fresno, where George would open a dental 
practice in the Tower District. Roselyn served 
as the office manager and dental assistant in 
her husband’s practice. Roselyn was a de-
voted mother, frequently serving as a volun-
teer teacher’s aide. Roselyn enjoyed reading 
books and keeping up with current events. 
She was an avid San Francisco Giants fan, 
rejoicing when the team finally won the World 
Series in 2010. 

Roselyn is survived by her two devoted chil-
dren, Dr. Timothy G. Baker and Bethany R. 
Baker, in addition to family and close friends. 
Timothy practices dentistry in the same build-
ing in the Tower District as his father. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in memorializing the life of Roselyn Baker. 

HONORING MR. ADONIS CHARLES 
EXPOSE, KING ZULU 2017 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of Mr. Adonis 
Charles Expose, a native of my hometown of 
New Orleans, Louisiana. I especially wish to 
congratulate him on becoming the King of the 
Zulu Social Aid & Pleasure Club for 2017. It is 
my distinct privilege to recognize him for this 
accomplishment. 

Mr. Expose has been a member of the Zulu 
organization since 2002 and has actively par-
ticipated on every level in various leadership 
capacities. In 2008, he represented the Zulu 
organization as Mayor of Zululand. He has 
also had the honor of serving as Parliamen-
tarian of the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure 
Club, Inc. for six years. 

In addition to his work with Zulu, Mr. Expose 
is a dedicated family man and has been active 
in his community. He is a proud member of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. and former 
board member of Young Audiences, Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Southeast Louisiana and Heart 
N Hands, Inc. He has been a member of the 
Pines Village Neighborhood Association, May-
or’s Office Task Force Committee for Blighted 
Housing and an alumnus of the Committee for 
a Better New Orleans/Metropolitan Area Com-
mittee along with being involved with Forever 
Our Children, Inc. and the Young Leadership 
Council. 

Mr. Expose is a graduate of McDonogh No. 
35 Senior High School and the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, earning a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Mass Communications with a 
minor in English. He earned a Master of Arts 
degree in Public Administration from Southern 
University A&M College. He began his profes-
sional career at the Housing Authority of New 
Orleans (HANO) where he served as a Stra-
tegic Planning Analyst and was later promoted 
to Director of Communications for the agency. 
Currently, he is employed by the Regional 
Transit Authority (RTA) in the Office of Pro-
curement and Contracts. The commitment that 
Mr. Expose shows to his family and commu-
nity is an example to all of us. 

In closing Mr. Speaker, the hard work and 
dedication of Mr. Adonis Charles Expose to 
improving the community gives us hope and 
promise for the future of our city and I con-
gratulate him on his coronation as King Zulu 
and wish him a successful reign in 2017. 

f 

STANDING FOR A STRONG AND 
SOVEREIGN MACEDONIA 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to un-
derscore my support of a strong and sov-
ereign Macedonia. 

The nation of Macedonia has been a critical 
partner in advancing U.S. national security ef-
forts around the world. Furthermore, the Mac-
edonian diaspora in the United States has 
been a critical part of our community and has 

contributed to the diversity and advancement 
of our entire nation. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Macedonia 
and Macedonian-Americans Caucus and Rep-
resentative for Michigan’s 11th district, the 
Macedonian people in Southeast Michigan are 
a vibrant and esteemed part of our commu-
nity. 

A sovereign and strong Macedonia and 
Macedonian people serves to benefit our mu-
tual interests and we must support, not under-
mine, our important ally. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FRAN KAPLAN 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Fran Kaplan who has served as a 
mentor, educator, community leader, social 
worker, translator, writer, administrator and 
self-described ‘‘social justice activist’’ for near-
ly five decades. Fran Kaplan turned 70 on 
February 9, 2017 and in her retirement has 
volunteered hundreds of hours a year serving 
as coordinator of America’s Black Holocaust 
Museum’s (ABHM) online presence at 
www.abhmuseum.org. She helps curate the 
2900+ exhibits covering 400 years of African 
American history, and co-facilitates ABHM’s 
film/dialogue series, helping Americans under-
stand the past in order to heal the present. 

Fran was born in Lafayette, Indiana and at 
an early age came to believe that racial/ethnic 
hatred and power struggles were the principal 
cause of suffering in the U.S. and around the 
world. She had experienced the ways that rac-
ism distorts the psyches and lives of both vic-
tim and victimizer while growing up Jewish in 
a small Indiana town. 

Dr. Kaplan was able to participate in a field 
work placement as a graduate student at the 
University of Michigan with New Detroit, a 
black led organization that arose to revive the 
city after the uprisings in 1971. Fran is a fluent 
Spanish-speaker and is Jewish and was 
tasked to conduct anti-racism training and or-
ganizing for whites and other non-blacks. 

Since that internship, she continued to find 
many opportunities to apply what she learned 
there. The focus of her life’s work has been 
the rights of women, children, minorities and 
the poor, and ensuring access to community 
resources for marginalized groups. Dr. Kaplan 
has founded and administered a number of 
community organizations, among them a wom-
en’s health center, a farm worker self-help or-
ganization, and a training center for Spanish- 
speaking early childhood educators. Fran is 
also a published writer and the producer of 
award-winning short and feature films. Her co- 
authored screenplay, Fruit of the Tree, about 
the life of lynching survivor James Cameron, 
founder of the ABHM, has won awards in na-
tional and regional competitions. The inter-
national trainer-consultant for a global par-
enting education program, Fran authored and 
co-produced its Spanish-language videos, 
books, and games. With Dr. Robert Smith, Dr. 
Kaplan curated and edited Lynching: An 
American Folkway, a digital transmedia anthol-
ogy distributed by Biblioboard, Inc. to libraries 
across the country. 

Fran has been recognized by various orga-
nizations in Milwaukee and Wisconsin for pro-
moting racial justice and providing leadership 
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in children’s and human rights, but perhaps 
her finest achievement is being able to do all 
that while taking part in the growth and devel-
opment of several wonderful young people as 
a mother, foster parent, and ‘‘bubbe’’ (grand-
ma). 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Dr. 
Fran Kaplan on her 70th birthday. She has left 
a legacy of advocacy and compassion. She is 
a true trailblazer and my friend for nearly 40 
years. And now, Fran has returned to direct 
anti-racism organizing and education, her first 
true calling, at ABHM and has finally come 
home. The citizens of the Fourth Congres-
sional District, the State of Wisconsin and the 
nation have benefited tremendously from her 
dedicated service. I am honored for these rea-
sons to pay tribute to Dr. Fran Kaplan. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Black History Month, also known as 
African American History Month during this 
month of February. 

This is an opportunity to celebrate the 
countless contributions that African Americans 
have made to our great nation throughout its 
history. First recognized in 1926 by Dr. Carter 
G. Woodson, Black History Month allows us to 
reflect on the collective strength that diversity 
continues to bring to our great nation today 
and the many days to come. 

New York’s thirteenth congressional district 
has a rich history that celebrates the contribu-
tions of African Americans to New York City, 
and the legacy of African American history in 
the United States. The Apollo Theater, opened 
in 1914, introduced the world to the tran-
scendent voice and talent of Ella Fitzgerald, 
James Brown, and Lauryn Hill. 

The Audubon Ballroom where the late Mal-
colm X (Malcolm el-Hajj Malik el-Shabazz) 
was assassinated now stands in memoriam to 
his legacy and is also a venue for community 
organizing. 

Even after his passing, in his name the Mal-
colm X and Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial and 
Educational Center has become a landmark 
for my constituents and visitors alike seeking 
reflection and enrichment. 

Known to locals and across the country, 
Harlem’s famous Sylvia’s Restaurant founded 
by Sylvia Woods—the Queen of Soulfood—for 
55 years stands proudly as a window to the 
rich culinary history of African Americans 
throughout the country. These institutions are 
cultural landmarks that help tell the story of 
the African American experience that runs 
throughout communities across the land. 

During this month of reflection, as a rep-
resentative of New York’s 13th district, it is in-
cumbent on me to highlight and celebrate the 
history of my predecessors. That history be-
gins with the Honorable Congressman Adam 
Clayton Powell, Jr. Congressman Powell was 
the first African-American to represent any dis-
trict of New York in the U.S. Congress. 

First elected in 1944, Congressman Powell 
served the Harlem community for more than 
two decades during which he worked tirelessly 

to raise the minimum wage, supported edu-
cation and training for the hearing impaired, 
bolstered vocational training and endeavored 
to provide continued aid to elementary and 
secondary schools and public libraries. 

His presence as an African-American in the 
U.S. House of Representatives was not just 
poignant for symbolisms’ sake. In 1951, Con-
gressman Powell rose to become the Chair-
man of the House Committee on Education 
and Labor. For his efforts, President Lyndon 
B. Johnson in 1966 wrote that Congressman 
Powell’s record, ‘‘represents the successful re-
porting of 49 pieces of bed-rock legislation. 
And the passage of every one of these bills 
attests to your ability to get things done.’’ 

President Johnson continued ‘‘Even now, 
these laws which you so effectively guided 
through the House are finding abundant re-
ward in the lives of our people.’’ Most striking 
was his affirmation that ‘‘only with progressive 
leadership could so much have been accom-
plished by one committee in so short a time. 
I speak for millions of Americans who benefit 
from these laws when I say that I am truly 
grateful.’’ 

Congressman Powell’s example and work to 
build Harlem (formerly New York 22nd district) 
and provide opportunities for the African 
American community remain enshrined today. 
Most well-known is Adam Clayton Powell Jr. 
Boulevard running through Harlem and the 
Adam Clayton Powell Jr. State Office Building 
in Harlem. While these share his name, his 
contributions reached beyond Harlem. Con-
gressman Powell successfully coordinated the 
merger of Freedman’s Hospital locally in 
Washington, D.C. with Howard University. 
Howard University has the largest concentra-
tion of black faculty and student scholars in 
the country and its College of Medicine stands 
today as a proud institution whose legacy con-
tributing to African American society will con-
tinue to stand the test of time. 

To my new colleagues, the Honorable 
Charles B. Rangel is no stranger to any of 
you. He has represented Harlem for almost 50 
years beginning in the New York State Legis-
lature and then in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. In this chamber, Congressman 
Rangel was a founding member of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus. For over 40 years, 
this esteemed organization has served to 
‘‘promote the public welfare through legislation 
designed to meet the needs of millions of ne-
glected citizens.’’ Where Congressman Powell 
rose to chair the House Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor, Congressman Rangel in his 
own right rose among his peers to chair the 
House Committee on Ways and Means; where 
his chairmanship represents the ‘‘most power-
ful gavel ever held by an African American in 
Congress.’’ 

Congressman Rangel’s place in African 
American history transcends Harlem and New 
York City. In 1965 Congressman Rangel 
joined Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the histor-
ical march from Selma, AL to Montgomery, AL 
to advance equal civil rights for African Ameri-
cans. The poignancy of this grand action over 
those five days guided a career advocating for 
nondiscrimination, developing urban neighbor-
hoods and protecting veterans like himself 
from disfranchisement. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have been 
given the opportunity share with my col-
leagues the virtues of African American Herit-
age Month and time to celebrate the contribu-

tions of African Americans in New York’s 13th 
Congressional District. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN JENKINS 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent from Roll Call votes 86 and 87 on 
the evening of February 13, 2017. I would 
have voted in favor of H.R. 244 which encour-
ages the hiring and contributes to the well- 
being of our veterans, as well as provide com-
munity and charitable services supporting the 
veteran community. Lastly, I would have voted 
in favor of H.R. 974 which would boost vet-
eran employment as the VA would be directed 
to give preference to organizations that em-
ploy a higher percentage of full-time employ-
ees when awarding contracts. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 86 and YEA on Roll Call No. 87. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 14, 2017 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

FEBRUARY 15 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
To receive a closed briefing on Anti-Ac-

cess Area Denial challenges in Europe. 
SVC–217 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
modernization of the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. 

SD–406 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine ending mod-
ern slavery, focusing on building on 
success. 

SD–419 
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10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Departments of Labor, 

Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine mental 
health care, focusing on examining 
treatments and services. 

SD–138 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Surface Transportation 
and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety and Security 

To hold hearings to examine stakeholder 
perspectives on our multimodal trans-
portation system. 

SR–253 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine stopping 
senior scams, focusing on developments 
in financial fraud affecting seniors. 

SD–562 
2:45 p.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine government 
operations susceptible to waste, fraud, 
and mismanagement. 

SD–342 

FEBRUARY 16 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine reshaping 
the United States military. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Finance 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Seema Verma, of Indiana, to be 
Administrator of the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. 

SD–215 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of David Friedman, of New York, 

to be Ambassador to Israel, Depart-
ment of State. 

SD–419 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Andrew F. Puzder, of Tennessee, 
to be Secretary of Labor. 

SD–430 
Committee on Rules and Administration 

Organizational business meeting to con-
sider committee rules, an original reso-
lution authorizing expenditures by the 
Committee during the 115th Congress, 
and the omnibus budget resolution for 
Senate Committees. 

SR–301 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Aviation Operations, 
Safety, and Security 

To hold hearings to examine stakeholder 
perspectives on improving the Trans-
portation Security Administration for 
the security of the traveling public. 

SR–253 
2 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-

tain intelligence matters. 
SH–219 

2:45 p.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, 

Transnational Crime, Civilian Secu-
rity, Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Global Women’s Issues 

To hold hearings to examine democracy 
and human rights, focusing on the case 
for United States leadership. 

SD–419 

FEBRUARY 28 

2 p.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-

amine the legislative presentation of 
the Disabled American Veterans. 

SD–G50 

MARCH 1 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
The American Legion. 

SD–G50 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold a joint hearing with the House 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States. 

SD–G50 

MARCH 8 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. 

SH–216 

MARCH 9 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
multiple veterans service organiza-
tions. 

SD–G50 

MARCH 22 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
multiple veterans service organiza-
tions. 

SD–G50 
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