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IN HONOR OF CHIEF WARRANT OF-
FICER FIVE MARY A. 
HOSTETLER 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Chief Warrant Officer Five Mary 
A. Hostetler on her retirement from the United 
States Army Reserve and to recognize the tre-
mendous contributions of her 40 years of serv-
ice to our Central Coast and country. 

Chief Hostetler has a special connection to 
the Central Coast, receiving degrees from 
Monterey Peninsula College and the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Cruz. She has also 
worked as a Supervisory Criminal Investigator 
for the Presidio of Monterey and as a Police 
Officer for the Seaside and Sand City Police 
Departments, all located in my congressional 
district. 

In 2003, Chief Hostetler deployed for the 
first time to Iraq. There, she provided security 
to the Presidential Envoy to Iraq, L. Paul 
Bremer. Not only was this her first deploy-
ment, but she also distinguished herself as the 
first woman to provide protective services in a 
combat zone. 

After her deployment to Iraq, she served as 
the team officer in charge of the protective de-
tail for former Secretary of Defense Leon Pa-
netta, my father. Her service to my family is 
greatly appreciated by my parents, my two 
brothers and me. There is nothing more awe 
inspiring than public servants who are willing 
to place themselves in harm’s way for the pro-
tection of others. I know my family joins me in 
commending Mary for her forty years of public 
service to our nation, and wishing her the very 
best for a well-deserved retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VIRGINIA GOLDEN 
FOR HER COMMITMENT TO 
SERVICE AND VOLUNTEERISM IN 
THE CITY OF BUFFALO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mrs. Virginia Golden, a 
dedicated volunteer and resident of Buffalo, 
New York. Virginia’s tireless service is recog-
nized today by None Like You/We Care Out-
reach and the City of Buffalo. 

Virginia is a graduate of the State University 
of New York at Buffalo and is a proud mother 
and grandmother. Virginia worked for 37 years 
as a human service provider at various agen-
cies and retired as the director of rehabilitative 
service at an adult residence program. 

Mrs. Golden is a member of a number of or-
ganizations in the Buffalo community and is an 
active advocate for the beautification of the 

community, environmental justice and adult 
education. She volunteers her time tutoring 
and educating those in low income commu-
nities. She had shown her devotion to edu-
cation by working with youth over the summer 
and with the None Like You/We Care Out-
reach program to improve their reading and 
writing skills and helps students who want to 
attend college. 

Virginia is a member of the None Like You 
Community Outreach board and volunteers to 
improve the quality of life in our community by 
aiding in the conversion of empty lots into gar-
dens and clean green space, turning aban-
doned houses into homes, and working on 
clean-up initiatives with local colleges. She’s 
worked with United Way and their Day of Care 
project for the past 7 years and is an active 
member of the Clean Air Coalition and Neigh-
bors and Friends Fighting for Justice. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Mrs. Virginia Golden 
and her admirable dedication to the City of 
Buffalo. Her commitment to education and the 
rehabilitation of the community is exceptional, 
and she is most deserving of this recognition 
by None Like You/We Care and the City of 
Buffalo. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, on February 13 
through 16, 2017, circumstances beyond my 
control necessitated my absence from the 
House and I, therefore, am requesting a leave 
of absence from the House. 

f 

IN HONOR OF KATHY 
MCLAUGHLIN’S SERVICE TO HER 
COMMUNITY 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to recognize Ms. Kathy McLaughlin of Pres-
cott, Arizona. Kathy is an accomplished and 
respected former law enforcement officer 
whose career has resulted in a series of firsts 
for women serving on the force in Arizona. 
Her distinguished service is deserving of all of 
our admiration. 

Kathy’s career in law enforcement began in 
1977, when she was hired as Yavapai Coun-
ty’s first female fulltime patrol deputy. She ex-
celled in the role. Having proven her place on 
the force, she was transferred in 1987 to 
Black Canyon City and promoted to sergeant. 
This promotion provided Kathy the second first 
of her career, as no other woman had served 
as a patrol supervisor in Black Canyon City 
until then. In 1998, while stationed in Prescott, 

Kathy was promoted to Lieutenant. Kathy 
prioritized community engagement and trust 
while in the line of duty, a necessity in smaller, 
rural communities. She played a key role in 
the introduction and implementation of 
Yavapai County’s Volunteers in Protection pro-
gram in 1994, which to this day recruits quali-
fied and trained citizen volunteers to partici-
pate in uniformed patrols. 

Following her service on the police force, 
Kathy transitioned to serving as the Executive 
Director of the Arizona Child and Family Advo-
cacy Network. Kathy’s track record of excel-
lence continued on into this role, which she 
held until her retirement last year. From her 
position at the helm of the Network, Kathy le-
veraged her organizational abilities and her 
tremendous compassion for the plight of vic-
tims of sexual and physical abuse to deliver 
resources and training to advocacy centers 
across Arizona. Kathy and her amazing career 
serve as a beacon of civic duty and care for 
one’s community, and I sincerely appreciate 
the opportunity to recognize her today. 

f 

REMEMBERING THOMAS O’CONNOR 

HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of a great 
fourth-generation Texan, Thomas Marion 
O’Connor of Victoria, Texas, who passed 
away recently at the age of 94. 

Like his family before him who settled in 
Refugio County in the 1800s, Mr. O’Connor 
was a true Texan, a cattleman and a devout 
Catholic. He lived his life with gusto, practicing 
exemplary land stewardship, philanthropy and 
commitment to his community—traits he 
passed on to his children and grandchildren. 
He was also an American hero, serving during 
World War II in the United States Army Air 
Corps, the precursor to the United States Air 
Force. 

Mr. O’Connor was well known in the com-
munity for his philanthropic endeavors, pro-
viding support to the church, the arts, schools, 
local health care systems and more. He was 
a leader in the community and an active board 
member for many different groups rep-
resenting broad interests like agriculture, 
banking and education. He leaves behind a 
loving family of children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren who share his love for 
community and spirit. I offer my condolences 
to his family. Mr. O’Connor will be missed. 

f 

THE ABO GROUP 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize The Abo Group, Inc. for 
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being honored as the Minority-Owned Busi-
ness of the Year by the West Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The Abo Group is a full service architectural 
firm providing design, project management, 
construction documentation and administra-
tion, historic preservation, space planning, 
master planning and facility assessments. 
Earning wide recognition for sustainable de-
sign, the firm incorporates the highest possible 
energy efficiency technologies in their designs. 

For more than 20 years, The Abo Group 
has designed highly specialized laboratories to 
meet LEED ‘‘Gold’’ standards at the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) in 
Golden, CO. In 1999, the Thermal Test Facil-
ity at NREL won the ASHRAE Award of Excel-
lence for Energy Efficient Design. The firm has 
also completed a Master Plan for the ultimate 
buildout of NREL’s South Table Mountain 
Campus in Golden. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to The 
Abo Group for this well-deserved honor from 
the West Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
FORMER REPRESENTATIVE ROB-
ERT GARCIA 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a good friend and colleague, Mr. 
Robert Garcia, better known as ‘‘Bobby,’’ who 
passed away on January 25, 2017. Bobby 
was an influential leader and trailblazer in New 
York, first serving the people of the South 
Bronx as a representative in the New York 
State Assembly and as the first Puerto Rican 
in the New York State Senate. His decade- 
long career in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives began when he was elected to Congress 
in a special election on February 14, 1978 on 
the Republican and Liberal tickets to fill the 
vacancy caused by the resignation of Con-
gressman Herman Badillo. He took his seat on 
February 21, 1978 as a Democrat. 

Bobby played an instrumental role in several 
local, national, and international initiatives and 
served New York for more than 25 years. His 
legacy of public service will not be forgotten. 

Bobby was born in the Bronx in 1933 to 
Puerto Rican parents. His dedication to serv-
ing his country was demonstrated at a young 
age when he served overseas during the Ko-
rean War in the U.S. Army’s Third Infantry, 
earning two Bronze stars. He attended college 
under the GI Bill, and then began a career in 
public service. 

Bobby’s political career is highlighted by his 
dedication to fight against inequality, intoler-
ance and injustice. He worked on issues such 
as immigration reform, voting rights, Puerto 
Rico, economic opportunities, and U.S. policy 
towards Central America. Representing the 
South Bronx, Bobby is remembered as a sig-
nificant reformer and a leader for those whose 
voices were too often lost. While in Congress, 
Bobby served on the Banking, Finance and 
Urban Affairs Committee and the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. He also sat on the Post Of-
fice and Civil Service Committee, where he 
championed the Garcia Amendment to the 
Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 to ensure the 
recruitment of minorities for the civil service. 

During his time in Congress, Bobby was a 
co-founder of the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus, which allowed the Hispanic commu-
nity to gain national recognition in Congress 
and helped develop young Latinos to be the 
next generation of leaders in America. In addi-
tion, he co-sponsored the bill establishing a 
national holiday to commemorate the life of 
civil rights hero Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Bobby also advocated to transform the 
South Bronx district through federal funding, 
jobs and projects. He co-authored the Kemp- 
Garcia Enterprise Free Zone Bill as an initia-
tive to attract businesses to areas faced with 
severe depression, unemployment, and pov-
erty. 

Bobby also had a profound respect for and 
a deep understanding of religious and spiritual 
development for others, and was active in sev-
eral Christian organizations. 

Bobby received numerous awards and rec-
ognition for his pioneering work and was an 
outstanding citizen, a transformational leader 
in New York, and an important voice for the 
Hispanic community. Garcia was a pioneer 
and a legend in the Latino community, and 
those that knew him will never forget him. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring our former colleague, Robert Garcia, 
for his service, leadership, and accomplish-
ments. He will be greatly missed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DONNA GORITY 
ON RECEIVING THE 2017 RE-
SPECTED CITIZEN AWARD 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Donna Gority on receiving the 
Central Blair Recreation and Park Commis-
sion’s (CBRC) Respected Citizen Award for 
2017. 

This is not the first time I have had the 
honor to congratulate Mrs. Gority. I had the 
privilege of congratulating her on her retire-
ment in 2012 for 28 accomplished years in 
public office. Mrs. Gority, the first female 
member of the Blair County Board of Commis-
sioners, is well known in central Pennsylvania 
for her extensive track record of dedicated 
service, advocating strongly for children and 
human services, and being a loud voice for 
the citizens of Blair County on all community 
issues. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say that Donna, 
in her usual manner, has not slowed down. In 
fact, Mike Hofer, the Executive Director of the 
CBRC, said that it is possible Donna may be 
busier now since before her retirement in 
2012. This example set by Donna is one we 
all should strive for. Her willingness to serve 
her community and Pennsylvania, especially 
as a private citizen, sets her apart as an out-
standing individual and I am honored to rep-
resent her in the United States Congress. 

Mrs. Gority will be honored February 25, 
2017 with the Respected Citizen Award by the 
Central Blair Recreation and Park Commission 
at the 8th Annual Community Classic Dinner 
and Auction at the Bavarian Hall in Altoona. I 
congratulate Donna and her family on this rec-
ognition, and thank her for her extraordinary 
contributions to the community. I ask that all of 

my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives join me in congratulating 
Donna for this achievement and wishing her 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

EMAIL PRIVACY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 6, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand in strong support to H.R. 387, the Email 
Privacy Act. 

Enacting the amendments outlined in this 
bill will provide a much needed update to the 
Electronic Communication Privacy Act of 1986 
(ECPA). ECPA paved the way for protecting 
the rapidly advancing field of electronic com-
munications. Although this law made headway 
in assuring the privacy of the telecommuni-
cations of Americans, electronic communica-
tions have far outpaced the current regulation. 

The provisions of the Email Privacy Act re-
affirm the rights granted Americans by the 
Fourth Amendment. Citizens should not be 
subjected to unlawful search and seizure of 
their private property. The communications of 
Americans are personal and private and must 
be treated as such by our government. H.R. 
387, however, recognizes that circumstances 
may require law enforcement to move quickly 
and require access to electronic communica-
tions. Preserving law enforcement’s ability to 
preserve records, to delay notification to sub-
scribers that a warrant is out for their data, 
and by requiring timely responses to warrants 
reflects the security concerns expressed dur-
ing the Judiciary Committee markup. Ensuring 
law enforcement has probable cause in order 
to access stored email, texts, and photos, 
while also providing the above exceptions and 
flexibility to the rule balancing the needs of 
law enforcement and public safety with the 
right to individual privacy. 

Calls for reform have come from both sides 
of the aisle. Upholding the Fourth Amendment 
is not a partisan issue and I am overjoyed to 
see my colleagues from both parties standing 
by this bill. Failing to pass the Email Privacy 
Act endangers the principal values of our Re-
public. Our constituents have entrusted us, not 
only as their Representatives, but as defend-
ers of the Constitution and the rights of all 
Americans. 

The passage of the Electronic Communica-
tions Privacy Act will engender confidence in 
both law enforcement and privacy laws as 
Americans will know their emails will only be 
accessed if there is cause. I strongly urge my 
colleagues to vote Yes on the resolution. 

f 

RECOGNIZING YURI 
HRESHCHYSHYN FOR HIS COM-
MITMENT TO SERVICE AND VOL-
UNTEERISM IN THE CITY OF 
BUFFALO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mr. Yuri Hreshchyshyn, 
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a friend and a dedicated volunteer and resi-
dent of Buffalo, New York. Yuri’s tireless serv-
ice is recognized today by None Like You/ We 
Care Outreach and the City of Buffalo. 

Yuri is a South Buffalo resident who has 
been a committeeman for the Erie County 
Democratic Committee, a member of the Buf-
falo Cooperative Federal Credit Union and the 
Buffalo Central Terminal, and has worked for 
the Erie County Department of Social Serv-
ices. 

Mr. Hreshchyshyn has worked with multiple 
community partners including None Like You/ 
We Care Outreach, Buffalo State College, the 
University at Buffalo and Canisius College. He 
worked on many projects in the West Side 
and East Side communities planting trees, 
helping to build community gardens and clean-
ing city lots. Yuri has given his time and tal-
ents to the community youth by teaching them 
how to cut grass and trim trees and bushes. 
Yuri has dedicated much of his time to main-
tain the building and grounds of the Buffalo 
Central Terminal. During the holiday season, 
Yuri has been a tremendous help with the 
Thanksgiving Dinner and Christmas giveaway 
for over 12 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Mr. Yuri Hreshchyshyn 
and his admirable dedication to the City of 
Buffalo and the aesthetics of our community. 
Yuri’s commitment to his City is exceptional, 
and he is most deserving of this recognition by 
None Like You/We Care and the City of Buf-
falo. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
roll call votes 86 and 87 on Monday, February 
13, 2017. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call votes 86 and 87. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on February 13, 
2017, I missed the voting session. If present, 
I would have voted as follows: 

YES—H.R. 244—HIRE Vets Act, as amend-
ed 

YES—H.R. 974—BRAVE Act 
f 

JIM AND KATHLEEN CURTIS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Jim and Kathleen Curtis for 
being honored by the West Chamber of Com-
merce with the Steve Burkholder Diamond 
Legacy Award. 

Both Colorado natives, Jim and Kathleen 
(Kate) met at Colorado National Bank and 

went on to marry in 1972. After leaving the 
bank in 1994, the couple purchased The Vil-
lage Roaster, a specialty coffee business in 
Lakewood. At the time, it was the only store 
in the Colorado area that roasted specialty 
coffee in-house. Today that tradition continues 
with roasted whole bean coffee as their num-
ber one selling product. They also provide ca-
tering services and have a mobile espresso 
bar they can set up for any type of event in 
the Denver metro area. In addition, The Vil-
lage Roaster strives to make sustainability a 
focus and preserving the environment a pri-
ority. 

Jim and Kate support the community that 
supports them. Jim served as the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors for the West Chamber 
in 2013, is a past president of the Kiwanis 
Club of Lakewood, is a sponsor for the Catch 
a Calf program with the National Western 
Stock Show, and volunteers for the Lakewood 
Police Department. Jim was selected for the 
Real Men Who Wear Pink recognition by the 
American Cancer Society in 2016. 

Kate serves as the Foundation Chair for St. 
Anthony Hospital, sits on the board for the Al-
ameda Gateway, and as the Secretary for the 
Alameda Corridor Business Improvement Dis-
trict. She was recognized at the West Cham-
ber’s Celebrate Women event in 2011. Both 
Jim and Kate serve as deacons for St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jim 
and Kathleen Curtis for this well-deserved 
honor from the West Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday I missed roll call vote 
No. 86 and 87 on the floor of the House of 
Representatives. Had I been present, I would 
have voted yea on both bills. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN K. DELANEY 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to cast my vote on roll calls No. 86 and No. 
87. Had I been present to vote on roll call No. 
86, I would have voted Aye. Had I been 
present to vote on roll call No. 87, I would 
have voted Aye. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
Vote 77 to H.J. Res 40 which took place on 
February 2, 2017, I was not present. It was 
my intention to vote No on that resolution. 

DANIEL D. BIGANDT AGENCY WITH 
AMERICAN FAMILY INSURANCE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize The Daniel D. Bigandt 
Agency with American Family Insurance for 
being honored as the Small Business of the 
Year by the West Chamber of Commerce. 

The Daniel D. Bigandt Agency with Amer-
ican Family Insurance was established in 2002 
in Lakewood. The agency now serves more 
than 2,000 households in the Denver metro 
area, with a majority in Jefferson and Denver 
counties. 

At the beginning of 2016, the agency started 
the year with one full-time employee and 4 
part-time employees at one location in Lake-
wood. At the end of 2016, the agency had 
grown to 4 full-time and several part-time staff 
members with two locations, one in Lakewood 
and one in Englewood. Over the last 15 
months, the agency has been awarded many 
sales and service awards. 

Dan Bigandt is deeply involved in the com-
munity and has been an active member of the 
West Chamber for the last nine years. Dan is 
also involved in the leadership of other organi-
zations in Jefferson County, serving as the 
Board Vice Chair for the Sooper Credit Union 
and as a Board Member of the Panorama 
Ridge Homeowners Association. Recently, 
Dan finished serving for 12 years on the 
Board of Directors for Front Range Christian 
School in Littleton. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to The 
Daniel D. Bigandt Agency with American Fam-
ily Insurance for this well-deserved honor from 
the West Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARY ROSS FOR 
HER COMMITMENT TO SERVICE 
AND VOLUNTEERISM IN THE 
CITY OF BUFFALO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mrs. Mary Ross, a dedi-
cated volunteer and resident of Buffalo, New 
York. Mary’s tireless service is recognized 
today by None Like You/We Care Outreach 
and the City of Buffalo. Mary is the proud 
mother of six children and four grandchildren 
who reside in Buffalo. 

Mary has worked as a counselor for eleven 
years for the Buffalo Public Schools. She is 
also an active member of the Women and 
Children’s Foundation Board, Bison Fund 
Board, Olmstead Parks Conservancy Board, 
None Like You/We Care Outreach and the Bi-
son’s Children’s Scholarship Fund. Mary is in-
strumental in various projects throughout the 
city of Buffalo including Thanksgiving Dinners, 
Christmas Giveaways and community garden 
projects. 

Mary has a strong passion for the youth of 
Buffalo and is always willing to help them in 
regards to furthering their education, athletics, 
and employment. She is always eager to help 
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them by driving them places, feeding them, 
making sure they have warm clothing. Mary 
also advises students and youth for court mat-
ters. Her dream is to see every child have the 
opportunity to be successful in whatever they 
want to do in life and it is clear in her day to 
day actions that she is dedicated to this 
dream. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Mrs. Mary Ross and 
her admirable dedication to the City of Buffalo 
and the youth of our community. Mary’s com-
mitment is exceptional, and she is most de-
serving of this recognition by None Like You/ 
We Care Outreach and the City of Buffalo. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WOMEN POR-
TRAYED IN HIDDEN FIGURES— 
DR. KATHERINE GOBLE JOHN-
SON, DOROTHY VAUGHAN, AND 
MARY JACKSON 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of myself and Representatives 
ROBERT WITTMAN, DONALD MCEACHIN, and 
SCOTT TAYLOR to honor Dr. Katherine Goble 
Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jack-
son, an extraordinary group of women from 
Hampton Roads, Virginia recently featured in 
the critically acclaimed and Oscar-nominated 
film Hidden Figures. Tomorrow evening, Sen-
ators WARNER, KAINE, and BROWN are joining 
me in hosting a screening of Hidden Figures 
here at the United States Capitol. I would like 
to take a moment to recognize the accom-
plishments of the remarkable women depicted 
in this film 

Breaking down barriers of both gender and 
race at the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, these women, and many like 
them, laid the groundwork for John Glenn to 
become the first American to orbit the earth, 
and for Neil Armstrong to walk on the moon. 
I am proud that their stories are reaching a 
wider audience. 

Though she began her career as an educa-
tor, in her 28 years working for the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration and the 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 
(the forerunner to NASA) Dorothy Vaughan 
helped pave the way for the diverse workforce 
and leadership NASA enjoys today. Beginning 
at NACA Langley in 1943, Mrs. Vaughan was 
assigned to an all-black computer pool. By 
1949, she was the Section Head of her group, 
becoming NACA’s first black supervisor and 
one of NACA’s first female supervisors. Mrs. 
Vaughan was one of the first to master com-
puter programming and said that she felt like 
her work at NASA Langley put her on ‘‘the 
cutting edge of something very exciting.’’ 

While she broke barriers at NACA, Mrs. 
Vaughan also took an active role in her com-
munity as a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. and a longtime member of St. 
Paul AME Church of Newport News. 

Early on, Dr. Katherine Goble Johnson 
showed that she was an exceptionally bright 
young woman. Graduating high school at 14 
and college at 18, Dr. Johnson worked as an 
educator before relocating to Newport News 
where, in 1953, she began her work at NASA 
Langley. She too was assigned to an all-black 

computer pool. Within weeks of her entry in 
the NASA ranks, Dr. Johnson was asked to 
temporarily assist in the Spacecraft Dynamics 
Branch in the Flight Dynamics and Control Di-
vision. She never left. There, she became 
known for her knowledge, accuracy and con-
tributions in providing trajectories necessary to 
successful spaceflight. 

Dr. Johnson has been the recipient of nu-
merous awards throughout her 33 year career 
with NASA, and was recently awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom by President 
Barack Obama. A leader in her community, 
Dr. Johnson has served as President of the 
Lambda Omega Chapter of the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. and as a Trustee and 
Elder at Carver Memorial Presbyterian Church 
in Newport News, Virginia, where she con-
tinues to be a dedicated member. 

Mary Jackson was born and raised in 
Hampton, Virginia, and attended the Hampton 
Institute, now Hampton University. She too 
was an educator prior to joining NASA, and 
after a circuitous journey found her way to 
NASA Langley working as a mathematician in 
1951, reporting to Dorothy Vaughan. Following 
additional math and physics work at previously 
segregated Hampton High School, Mrs. Jack-
son became NASA’s first black female engi-
neer in 1958. 

An accomplished mathematician, she re-
mained committed to ensuring that NASA’s fe-
male professionals had the opportunity to suc-
ceed and finished her 34 year career as 
Langley’s Federal Women’s Program Manager 
working to hire and mentor NASA’s next gen-
eration of leaders. 

Mrs. Jackson kept active in her community, 
as a member of Bethel AME Church in Hamp-
ton, the Newport News-Hampton Chapter of 
the Continental Societies, Inc., and Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Margot 
Lee Shetterly, author of Hidden Figures, for 
shining a spotlight on the remarkable story of 
these women. As the daughter of a NASA 
Langley scientist, Mrs. Shetterly was surely 
steeped in the accomplishments of these great 
women growing up. I would also like to thank 
Theodore Melfi, director of the film, actors 
Octavia Spencer, who played Dorothy 
Vaughan, Janelle Monae, who played Mary 
Jackson, and Taraji P. Henson, who played 
Katherine Johnson, and all others who played 
a part in telling these women’s stories on the 
silver screen. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that the stories of 
these exceptional women are no longer hid-
den. It is my hope that this film will help in-
spire the next generation of leaders to chal-
lenge themselves and to strive to break 
through any bathers they may face. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LOUDOUN 
ABUSED WOMEN’S SHELTER 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to use this time to recognize a local non- 
profit organization in Virginia’s 10th Congres-
sional District that has strengthened our 
Loudoun community for over 30 years by help-
ing families in need. The Loudoun Abused 

Women’s Shelter (LAWS), founded in 1984 
under the name Loudoun Citizens for Social 
Justice, Inc., opened as a shelter where 
women and children fleeing domestic violence 
could find refuge. Since then, LAWS has 
grown immensely and now provides a plethora 
of different services to victims of sexual and 
domestic violence. 

Aside from providing emergency shelter, 
LAWS now also offers counseling, a 24-hour 
hotline, legal services, support groups, com-
munity outreach, and even operates a thrift 
store in Leesburg called the Resourceful 
Woman. LAWS now has 30 employees, 75 
volunteers, and a diverse Board of Directors, 
led by my constituent Nicole Acosta, from 
Purcellville, Virginia, all dedicated to elimi-
nating personal and societal violence. Ms. 
Acosta started as a volunteer many years ago 
and her vision and dedication led to her em-
ployment by the organization in 2012 as the 
Executive Director. Since joining the board, 
she has championed efforts to not only ex-
pand the organization but also enhance its 
governance and oversight operations to the 
great benefit of Loudoun County. 

In 1984, three women founded LAWS with 
a total of $3,000 of donations, but today the 
organization, hosting several annual fund-
raisers and events, has morphed into a multi- 
million dollar non-profit. One reoccurring event 
which has garnered a great deal of popularity 
as a result of diligent staff and volunteering 
planning is the yearly Martini Matters event. It 
is fun, forward thinking community events, like 
Martini Matters, that have helped the organiza-
tion thrive tremendously over the years. 

Each year LAWS helps over 1,000 women 
and children lead better lives without fear and 
anxiety through their various services, and I 
am grateful to have such a prominent and re-
sourceful organization in the 10th district. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding LAWS for its dedication to serving 
our community for so many years. I wish Ms. 
Acosta and the entire organization the best in 
their future endeavors. 

f 

CITYWIDE BANKS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Citywide Banks for being 
honored as the Medium Business of the Year 
by the West Chamber of Commerce. 

Citywide Banks is an independent, family 
owned business that has been focused on 
moving the Front Range community forward 
for more than 50 years. With client needs as 
their focus, they have created a unique bank-
ing culture that continues to benefit their cli-
ents as well as their employees and the 
broader Colorado community. 

This local focus means their customers’ de-
posits stay in Colorado and get reinvested to 
help our community move forward. They work 
to help Colorado companies grow, ensure 
Coloradans’ financial assets are protected, 
and give a hand-up to our neighbors in need. 
Citywide Banks provides local businesses 
equipment financing, lines of credit, construc-
tion loans and treasury management products 
to help simplify cash flow operations, strength-
en fraud protection and maximize the earning 
power of their deposits. 
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I extend my deepest congratulations to City-

wide Banks for this well-deserved honor from 
the West Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
CONGRESSMAN ROBERT GARCIA 

HON. JENNIFFER GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN 
OF PUERTO RICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto Rico. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today as Puerto Rico’s sole 
elected representative in Congress to speak 
about a great man who gave up his voting 
rights in order to live and die in the place he 
loved so much, my Puerto Rico. 

Former Congressman Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Garcia 
devoted his life to helping our nation become 
more open and diverse. Before 1990, being 
Hispanic was not even a classification in the 
census. Thanks to him, from 1990 on, His-
panics are now counted. Thanks to him, we 
now know that there are nearly 60 million His-
panics in America, over 50 million in the 50 
states and over 3.4 million in Puerto Rico and 
the rest of our territories. 

Thanks to Bob Garcia, the early divisions 
between African-Americans and Hispanics 
began to heal. Thanks to his solidarity, our na-
tion now devotes a federal holiday to honor 
the most important African-American in our 
nation’s history, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Thanks to Bob Garcia and his fellow Con-
gressman Jack Kemp, a Republican, their 
good idea of creating Enterprise Zones, where 
poverty is fought through job creation and not 
through handouts, became a reality. Today I 
stand for the expansion of this program. 

Like hundreds of thousands of Puerto 
Ricans, Bob Garcia served in the United 
States Army, in his particular case during the 
Korean War as a radio operator with the Third 
Infantry Division. Yet, like his fellow veterans 
on the Island, his right to vote for the Presi-
dent and a full-fledged delegation in the U.S. 
Congress was taken away the minute he 
moved to Puerto Rico. 

On a lighter note, every time I spoke to him, 
he would remind me that, since his first elec-
tion to Congress in 1978, he had never voted 
for a Republican, that is, until he voted for me, 
a Republican woman, to represent him as a 
non-voting delegate in this House. 

I am honored that for three weeks, Bob was 
my constituent. He and his wife Jane moved 
a few years ago to Puerto Rico, knowing that 
in so doing, they, like the other 3.4 million 
U.S. citizens residing on the Island, would be-
come disenfranchised. Last November, they 
couldn’t vote for the President, U.S. senators 
or voting members of Congress, but they 
chose me to be Puerto Rico’s sole elected 
voice in this chamber. Bob empowered me to 
fight to give him back his voting rights, not 
through relocation to the states, but in the 
Puerto Rico he chose to live the last days of 
his long, fruitful and accomplished life. 

Twelve days ago, while lying in state in the 
territorial Capitol building, Bob Garcia was 
honored by the people of Puerto Rico. Today, 
I join my fellow members in honoring a friend 
and mentor who left his mark in this body and 
in the history of a nation. May God bless Con-
gressman Bob Garcia and his legacy. 

RECOGNIZING HOME DEPOT STORE 
1234 FOR THEIR COMMITMENT TO 
SERVICE AND VOLUNTEERISM IN 
THE CITY OF BUFFALO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the managers and em-
ployees of Home Depot Store 1234, who have 
consistently gone out of their way to support 
and restore a clean and safe community in 
Buffalo, New York. Their service and work 
with community leaders is recognized today by 
None Like You/We Care Outreach and the 
City of Buffalo. 

Employees from the Service Desk, Pro 
Desk and the Garden, Paint and Plumbing de-
partments have been instrumental in helping 
to restore several houses on Southampton 
Street and other areas in the Eastside and 
Westside of the City of Buffalo. They have 
given paint for inside and outside house 
projects for over 30 years and have also been 
a tremendous help in providing flowers, 
shrubs, bushes, top soil and mulch for the 
past several years. These materials have 
gone to help community gardens, and the 
properties of seniors, disabled residents and 
families who could not otherwise afford it. 

During the Christmas season, Home Depot 
Store 1234 has supplied None Like You/We 
Care Outreach and St. Luke’s Mission of 
Mercy with fresh cut Christmas trees for fami-
lies in need. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Home Depot Store 
1234 and their admirable dedication to the 
City of Buffalo. Home Depot and its employ-
ees have made many dreams come true for 
the citizens of our community and certainly de-
serve this recognition by None Like You/We 
Care Outreach and the City of Buffalo. 

f 

BOOSTING RATES OF AMERICAN 
VETERAN EMPLOYMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 13, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand in strong support of H.R. 974, the 
Boosting Rates of American Veteran Employ-
ment (BRAVE) Act. 

There is no question that post-9/11 veterans 
face a harsher economic reality than other 
Americans. Although in recent years the un-
employment rate of post-9/11 veterans de-
creased since the double digit highs of 2011, 
the veteran unemployment rate among vet-
erans remains higher than the national aver-
age. Those who have sacrificed most for our 
nation are often left behind or forgotten by 
businesses and employers when they return 
home. The transition from military to civilian 
life is a challenging one for many veterans, 
and we must address the harsh realities our 
veterans face when they attempt to reintegrate 
into the economy. 

As we consider the best ways to boost vet-
eran employment in the 115th Congress, we 
must concentrate our efforts on what many 

major veterans organizations are urging us to 
do. The Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 
America, and Veterans of Foreign Wars have 
all argued that the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, when granting contracts, should give 
preference to businesses that employ a high 
concentration of veterans on a full-time basis. 
This is a common-sense proposal. 

Each year the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs contracts tens of billions of taxpayer dol-
lars on various goods and services. H.R. 974 
would ensure that when awarding a contract 
for goods or services, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs give preference to businesses 
that employ full-time a high percentage of vet-
erans. H.R. 974 would also grant the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs the power to debar 
for five years from contracting with the Depart-
ment those offerors who willfully mispresent 
the veteran status of their employees. This 
discourages potential businesses from over-re-
porting the percentage of veterans that make 
up their workforce. 

I believe that H.R. 974 would also have a 
ripple effect across other agencies in the gov-
ernment and ultimately help a countless num-
ber of veterans attain full-time employment. 
Today, there are an estimated 24,000 busi-
nesses that work on federal contracts and em-
ploy about 28 million workers in the process. 
In FY 2015, in my home state of Georgia, an 
estimated 50,000 workers were employed by 
Department of Defense contracts alone. In my 
opinion, H.R. 974 would spark other federal 
agencies to adopt similar provisions that would 
give preference to businesses that employ 
large concentrations of veterans on a full-time 
basis. 

I ask that my colleagues support this bill. 
f 

THE RETIREMENT OF MS. KAREN 
SPAR AFTER A 37-YEAR CAREER 
OF SERVICE AT THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE 
(CRS) 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
offer my congratulations and best wishes to 
Ms. Karen Spar on the occasion of her retire-
ment from a lifetime of dedicated service at 
the Congressional Research Service. Since 
she began her career in 1980 at CRS, Karen 
has risen from an analyst to the head of the 
Children and Families Section and eventually 
the Division of Social Policy’s first Division Re-
search Coordinator. 

In her early days as an analyst, Karen 
worked on major legislative initiatives of Amer-
ican social policy, including the Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981, the Job 
Training Partnership Act of 1983, the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act of 
1996, and the Adoption and Safe Family Act 
of 1997. 

As head of the Children and Families Sec-
tion, she supervised work in many of these 
same policy areas, including income support, 
child care, nutrition assistance, housing, child 
welfare, vulnerable youth, child support en-
forcement, poverty, and others. Her leadership 
efforts shaped a disparate group of policy 
areas and analysts from different back-
grounds. They became a coherent and highly 
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effective research group to support Members 
from both sides of the aisle. 

Of special importance to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, Karen has been a major 
contributor to nearly every one of the 23 edi-
tions of the Committee’s Green Book, going 
back to its creation in 1980. She has contrib-
uted sections on child care, child welfare, and 
the Social Services Block Grant. For more re-
cent editions, she managed the extensive con-
tributions from CRS and helped shepherd it 
into its new electronic format, which has en-
abled the Committee to publish it on a more 
frequent and consistent basis. 

On behalf of especially the many Members 
of the Committee on Ways and Means who 
benefitted from her thoughtful work over her 
decades of service, I say thank you and con-
gratulations to Karen Spar on an outstanding 
career. She truly has made a difference, which 
is a testament to her hard work and dedica-
tion. I wish her nothing but the very best for 
all that awaits her in the future. 

f 

PHILIP WINN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to posthumously recognize and honor 
Philip Winn for his service and dedication to 
the State of Colorado. For more than forty 
years, Phil has had a remarkable career as a 
public servant to the citizens of Colorado. 

Starting in 1964, Phil worked for Witkin 
Homes and served as their Senior Vice Presi-
dent until 1976. He then went on to become 
the Chairman of the Board of Philip D. Winn 
and Associates from 1976–1988. During that 
time, he also served as the Chairman of the 
Colorado Republican Party from 1979–1981. 
In 1981, under the Reagan Administration, 
Phil was appointed Assistant Secretary to the 
Federal Housing Commissioner of Housing 
and Urban Development. From 1983–1984, he 
was a member of the Federal National Mort-
gage Advisory Council. In 1988, Phil was 
nominated to be the Ambassador of Switzer-
land serving as such until 1989. He received 
many awards in his life including Man of the 
Year from the Home Builder’s Association in 
1971 and Citizen of the Year from the Colo-
rado Association of Housing and Building in 
1981. 

One of Phil’s greatest accomplishments is 
the work he and his wife, Elle, have put into 
The Bridge Project at the University of Den-
ver’s Graduate School of Social Work. Phil co- 
founded the Bridge Project in 1991 to provide 
educational opportunities and assistance in 
developing life skills for Denver’s low-income 
youth. Over the past 25 years, Phil and his 
wife have been leaders, donors, advisors and 
friends to the organization and its mission. 
They have helped make an impact on the 
lives of thousands of children and youth in 
Denver. 

I extend my deepest appreciation to Phil 
Winn for his service and dedication to the citi-
zens of Colorado. His positive impacts will be 
felt for many years to come. 

RECOGNIZING BUFFALO STATE 
COLLEGE VOLUNTEER AND 
SERVICE LEARNING CENTER 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Buffalo State College’s 
Volunteer and Service Learning Center and 
their work and civic engagement throughout 
the City of Buffalo. Their partnerships across 
the city and collaborations with the east side 
and west side of Buffalo are recognized today 
by None Like You/We Care Outreach and the 
City of Buffalo. 

The Volunteer and Service-Learning Center 
was founded in 2004, and since that time 
15,431 students have participated in 820 serv-
ice-learning courses taught by 137 faculty 
members. Over 360,000 hours of service have 
been completed through academic service 
learning and 103 volunteer events have also 
engaged students directly with community or-
ganizations. Approximately 250 region wide 
community organizations have partnered to 
meet community need while enhancing stu-
dent learning. 

Service-learning is faculty driven, with fac-
ulty members seeing the academic value in 
establishing partnerships to support student 
learning and meet community driven goals. In 
a recent community partner survey, 100 per-
cent of respondents reported that service- 
learning impacted their organization in at least 
one positive way including increasing the num-
ber of services offered, increasing the number 
of clients served, or assisting in meeting the 
organization’s mission. 

This significant commitment has also led to 
the college being placed on the President’s 
Community Service Honor Roll eight times in 
the past ten years. The President’s Honor Roll 
is the highest federal recognition an institution 
can receive for its commitment to community, 
service-learning, and civic engagement. For 
the 2015 honor roll application, Buffalo State 
identified more than 492,000 hours of commu-
nity service activities during the 2014–15 aca-
demic year by students, faculty, and staff in 
the Western New York region. 

One overarching goal of the new college 
strategic plan is to create an engaged campus 
community that fosters civic responsibility by 
increasing civic engagement and service- 
learning experiences, deepening commitments 
as an anchor institution, and expanding sup-
port for faculty and students engaged in this 
work. Buffalo State’s President, Dr. Katherine 
Conway-Turner inspires the campus to en-
gage in partnership to foster social responsi-
bility. She, for example, hosts the annual Ben-
gals Dare to Care: Buffalo State Community 
Service Day which last year saw 550 students, 
faculty, and staff engaged in a day of service 
with 22 community organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Buffalo State College 
and their commitment to volunteerism and 
service-learning in the Buffalo community. It is 
through these important partnerships that stu-
dents are given the opportunity to examine 
and explore their role as citizens, and to iden-
tify opportunities to become active citizens in 
Buffalo and beyond. There are numerous 
unique and innovative programs at Buffalo 
State that support student civic engagement 

and address education, social justice, refugee 
supports, and social responsibility across cam-
pus and therefore are most deserving of this 
recognition by None Like You/We Care and 
the City of Buffalo. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DELTA SIGMA 
THETA SORORITY, INC. COLUM-
BUS ALUMNAE’S FOUNDERS DAY 
LUNCHEON 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, today, I salute 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. 

For 104 years and counting, Deltas have 
been strong advocates for our communities, 
the nation and around the globe. 

As a proud Delta myself, I had the honor to 
speak over the weekend to my fellow Sorors 
at the Columbus Alumnae Chapter’s 2017 
Founders Day Luncheon. 

On Saturday, February 11th, I joined a room 
full of women standing up for civil rights and 
voting rights, equal pay for equal work, finan-
cial literacy, and high-quality education for all 
children. 

Women committed to fighting for the 30 mil-
lion newly-insured Americans through the Af-
fordable Care Act as well as seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities who rely on Social Se-
curity, Medicare and Medicaid. 

Yes, we the more than 200,000 strong, rep-
resenting 1,000 chapters around the world, 
are working to honor our rich past by focusing 
on the future. 

Thanks to the amazing leadership of Colum-
bus Chapter President Deidra Reese and Na-
tional President Dr. Paulette Walker, that fu-
ture looks brighter than ever. 

Go Deltas. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MOREHOUSE 
COLLEGE’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to rise today to recog-
nize my alma mater, Morehouse College in At-
lanta, Georgia, as it celebrates 150 years of 
educating, training, and empowering out-
standing leaders. The year-long Sesquicenten-
nial Celebration began in January 2017 and 
will include many events for students, faculty, 
staff, administrators, donors, families, and 
friends of Morehouse College. The theme of 
the Celebration is A House United, which 
highlights Morehouse’s position as a unifying 
force around the globe and here at home. 

Tracing its roots back to the Reconstruction 
Era after the Civil War, Morehouse College 
was founded in 1867 as the Augusta Theo-
logical Institute in Augusta, Georgia. The 
school was founded by Rev. William Jefferson 
White with the encouragement of Rev. Richard 
Coulter and Rev. Edmund Turney, and it 
aimed to prepare black men for ministry and 
teaching. 

In 1879, the Augusta Theological Institute 
moved to the basement of Friendship Baptist 
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Church in Atlanta and was renamed the At-
lanta Baptist Seminary. In 1885, the institution 
relocated to its current site in Atlanta’s West 
End community. The seminary became a lib-
eral arts college and was subsequently re-
named the Atlanta Baptist College. During 
these early years in Morehouse history, the in-
stitution expanded its curriculum and estab-
lished the tradition of educating leaders for all 
areas of life. In 1913, Atlanta Baptist College 
was renamed Morehouse College after the 
corresponding secretary of the Northern Bap-
tist Home Mission Society, Henry L. More-
house. 

Throughout its 150-year history, Morehouse 
College has made a significant mark on our 
state, our nation, and the world. Here, many 
notable men gained the knowledge and train-
ing that enabled them to become some of the 
greatest influencers of our time, including Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.; noted theologian, Dr. 
Howard Thurman; civil rights leader, Julian 
Bond; filmmaker Shelton ‘‘Spike’’ Lee; Olympic 
gold medalist Edwin Moses; CEO of the Sil-
icon Valley Community Foundation, Emmitt 
Carson; and many more. 

Morehouse principles often instill a desire 
for public service to benefit mankind. In the 
United States Congress, Representative 
CEDRIC RICHMOND, Chairman of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, as well as many staff 
members and former Members of Congress, 
hold degrees from Morehouse. U.S. Presi-
dents have relied on alumni such as former 
Secretary of Homeland Security, Jeh Johnson; 
former Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, Dr. Louis Sullivan; former Surgeon Gen-
eral, Dr. David Satcher; and former U.S. Am-
bassador to the United Nations, James Nabrit. 
Around the country, state and local govern-
ments have been led by alumni such as May-
nard H. Jackson, the first African-American 
mayor of Atlanta, Georgia. 

As a 1968 graduate of Morehouse College, 
this one-of-a-kind institution has a special 
place in my heart. During my matriculation, I 
got to know on a personal level the late Dr. 
Benjamin Elijah Mays, the most renowned 
President of Morehouse who was a mentor to 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Through him, I met 
Dr. King during his life, followed him in protest 
marches, and sang at his funeral, which was 
held on the campus and attended by many 
national and international luminaries. 

Today, under the leadership of the 11th 
President of Morehouse College, Dr. John 
Silvanus Wilson, Jr., also an alumnus, the 
school continues to be consistently ranked as 
one of the top colleges in the nation and 
among the highest respected Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. As the nation’s larg-
est liberal arts college for men, Morehouse 
has conferred more bachelor’s degrees on 
black men than any other institution in the 
world. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Morehouse College for 
150 years of preparing young men to aspire to 
unique and distinctive goals while leading lives 
of leadership and service. This institution was 
born out of the death of slavery in America, it 
guided young black men through the era of 
segregation in the South, and it continues to 
empower marginalized populations against the 
oppression still prevalent in the world today. It 
is my hope that the generations of Morehouse 
Men of today and tomorrow will continue the 
progress and continue to leave their marks on 
our nation and the world. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF DR. 
ROBERT M. WOODS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the life of Dr. Rob-
ert M. Woods. 

Dr. Robert Mathew Woods, Evangelist, age 
86, passed away on February 8, 2017. Born 
on June 2, 1930 in Gallatin, Tennessee, Dr. 
Woods was the only son born to James 
Herkless (Herk) and Susie Woods. He had 
four sisters, Amanda, Mymie, Lottie, and Elsie, 
(all deceased). At the age of eleven, he en-
rolled in the Nashville Christian Institute (NCI), 
in Nashville, Tennessee. The late Bro. Mar-
shall Keeble was president at the time. Dr. 
Woods preached his first sermon at age elev-
en and soon started to travel with Bro. Keeble 
as one of his ‘‘Boy Preachers’’. 

In 1949, he graduated from NCI and moved 
back to Gallatin, where he became the min-
ister of his home congregation. In 1952, he 
married Anna Holiday and moved to the Chi-
cago area. Dr. Woods served as minister of 
Monroe Street Church of Christ from Sep-
tember, 1952 until he retired on December 31, 
1997, at which time he was ordained as Min-
ister Emeritus. 

After the death of his first wife, Anna, Dr. 
Woods married the former Sara Marie Taylor. 
Dr. Woods was instrumental in implementing 
numerous programs during his tenure at Mon-
roe Street Church of Christ. Among them are: 
a Summer Day Camp, an Intensive Teacher 
Training Program, an active Jail Ministry in the 
Cook County Jail where numerous inmates 
have been baptized in the Church, a Tutoring 
Program, Adopt-A-Child Program, and an 
Evangelism Outreach Program. He actively 
participated with the Block Club and the Mid-
west Community Council. 

He has conducted Gospel Meetings in many 
cities in the United States, as well as Bermuda 
and Nassau. He was often called upon to 
speak at multi-cultural functions to share views 
about the uniqueness of fellowship between 
blacks and whites. He often speaks on Na-
tional, Southwestern, and Regional 
Lectureships. He served as a member of the 
Advisory Board for both the Midwest 
Lectureship and the Midwest Youth Con-
ference. He has been a Trustee for South-
western Christian College for over fifty years. 
He received an Honorary Doctorate from 
Southwestern Christian College in 1992. 

After retiring, Dr. Woods and his wife, Sara 
Marie moved to Villa Rica, Georgia. There 
they continued their work for the Lord’s 
Church; actively serving as Minister at the 
Hayes-Glass Church of Christ in Breman, 
Georgia. 

He is survived by his wife, Sara Marie; 
Daughters, Sue and Sheri; Son, Stephen; 
Grandchildren, Ericka, Kilian and Janiah; 
Great-Grandchildren, Kilian, Erick and Baron, 
and numerous other family & friends. 

Dr. Woods was often soft spoken and his 
messages carried great weight. It was nothing 
uncommon for two of our community’s most 
endeared and beloved citizens to repeat or 
say what Pastor Brother Woods had told them 
or preached about; my barber for about thirty 
years, Lawyer Stevens and Ms. Nancy Jeffer-

son, Executive of the Midwest Community 
Council, whom we called our community’s 
Mother Theresa. 

Both of them were two of Brother Woods’ 
star pupils and ardent parishioners and I am 
sure they would want people to know this. 

May he rest in peace and in love. 
f 

RECOGNIZING STAN SIMPSON FOR 
HIS COMMITMENT TO SERVICE 
AND VOLUNTEERISM IN THE 
CITY OF BUFFALO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mr. Stan Simpson, a 
dedicated volunteer and resident of Buffalo, 
New York. Stan’s tireless service is recog-
nized today by None Like You/We Care Out-
reach and the City of Buffalo. 

Mr. Simpson is a U.S. Navy veteran and the 
father of two. He has worked for the city court 
as a liaison for 11 years; he advises alumni of 
the Buffalo City Drug Court and is also a pa-
tient health navigator at GBUAHN. 

Stan is an important leader and role model 
for community youth. He spends his weekends 
and the summer months working with young 
men volunteering with None Like You Out-
reach Program and other agencies that focus 
on children. He is always eager to teach youth 
valuable life skills all while building their con-
fidence and character. Stan takes great pride 
in passing along his wisdom about maintaining 
and beautifying properties throughout the city. 

Mr. Simpson’s help is also crucial in exe-
cuting None Like You’s Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinners. He always makes himself 
available to aid in organization, arranging vol-
unteers and personally cooking and preparing 
food. He is often vice chair for community 
meetings. Each week he picks up and delivers 
food and clothing to those in need, and has 
helped with many United Way Day of Caring 
projects. In 1996, Stan’s commitment was vital 
to the restoration of multiple properties on 
Southampton and Sycamore Streets. Stan 
prides himself in the way he has changed his 
own life and encourages others to do the 
same by getting involved in the community 
and seeking out ways to give to others. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Mr. Stan Simpson and 
his admirable dedication to the City of Buffalo. 
His commitment to our youth and the rehabili-
tation of the community is exceptional, and he 
is most deserving of this recognition by None 
Like You/We Care and the City of Buffalo. 

f 

PASTOR GEORGE MORRISON AND 
CHERYL MORRISON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Pastor George 
Morrison and his wife, Cheryl Morrison, for 
their service and dedication to their community 
and the Faith Bible Chapel. 

As devoted servants of the Lord, Pastor 
George Morrison has served the Faith Bible 
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Chapel with faith, devotion and integrity for 33 
years. Under his leadership, and with Cheryl 
by his side, the church has grown in member-
ship and expanded in the community to meet 
the needs of every age group. Prior to joining 
Faith Bible Chapel, Pastor George Morrison 
served as a lay pastor and owned a construc-
tion company in Arvada, Colorado. 

Cheryl Morrison has also inspired many 
throughout her work in the community and at 
Faith Bible Chapel. She has served as a men-
tor to individuals in the community, and has 
been very involved with Christians United for 
Israel including leading a group of 37 pastors 
from the U.S. who will be visiting Israel with 
Pastor George Morrison in 2017. 

Together, they also serve in various leader-
ship capacities across a variety of local orga-
nizations. They have spoken at numerous 
leadership conferences both in the U.S. and 
overseas, and Pastor George Morrison au-
thored a book entitled, If It’s Not Broken, 
Break It. In addition, Pastor George and 
Cheryl have both received numerous awards, 
citations and commendations in both the sec-
ular and Christian communities for their serv-
ice. 

I extend my deepest appreciation to Pastor 
George and Cheryl Morrison for their service 
and dedication to the Faith Bible Chapel 
congregants and our community. 

f 

HONORING A DISTINGUISHED RE-
PORTER AND COMMENTATOR, 
BRUCE DEPUYT 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a distinguished reporter and commen-
tator, Bruce DePuyt, on the occasion of his re-
tirement from News Channel 8. For over 25 
years, Mr. DePuyt has been a steadfast and 
trusted source of news for millions of people 
in Maryland, Washington, D.C. and Virginia. 
As most recently the producer and host of 
NewsTalk on WJLA News Channel 8, he has 
covered with true zeal, old-fashioned erudition 
and relentless energy not only local news but 
national and international news, weaving them 
together to create the special news ethos of 
the Washington area. His journalistic excel-
lence has been recognized by local institutions 
such as the Washington Blade, which listed 
him as Best TV Personality of 2013, and the 
Washington City Paper, which named him 
Best Newsmaker of 2010. Mr. DePuyt is wide-
ly respected among his fellow print and broad-
cast journalists, who compete to have him as 
a commentator. I have had the privilege to wit-
ness firsthand, both as a guest on his show 
and as a loyal member of the audience, Mr. 
DePuyt’s exemplary skill as an interviewer and 
piercing insight as an analyst. Although a bull-
dog for a straight answer, he can always be 
trusted to facilitate fair, enlightening and com-
pelling conversations on the essential topics of 
the day. 

Please join me and many residents of Mary-
land, as well as our friends in Virginia and 
D.C., as we thank Mr. DePuyt for his many 
years of service in educating and informing 
the community. He has made great journalistic 
contributions already, and we congratulate him 

on his rich and impressive career and wish 
him well in all of his future endeavors as a 
journalist and a citizen. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, because of flight 
cancellations due to inclement weather, I was 
unable to vote on Roll Call 86 and 87. I would 
have voted Aye on Roll Call 86 and 87 had I 
been there. 

f 

A POETIC TRIBUTE TO FALLEN 
NAVY SEAL RYAN OWENS 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
a heavy heart at the passing of one of my 
constituents, an American hero, Navy SEAL 
Ryan Owens, who was killed on a mission in 
Yemen on January 29, 2017. Our prayers and 
thoughts go out to his loved ones, loving wife, 
and three beautiful children. Our Nation owes 
a great debt of gratitude to these magnificent 
members of our Armed Forces and their fami-
lies for their selflessness. Give thanks to them 
each day as you hold your family close. I in-
clude in the RECORD this poem penned in his 
honor by Albert Carey Caswell. 

RYAN’S SONG 

Ryan’s Song, 
so loud and long, 
so very strong, 
will live on and on, 
On and on, 
As an American Hero, 
as it’s oh so clear oh, 
now that he’s gone, 
He will live on, 
Now, up in heaven where he belongs, 
Moments 
Are all we have, 
To fight the evil, 
to vanquish the bad, 
To make a difference, 
all in the short time we have, 
To bring the light, 
all in our hearts of courage full shining 

bright, 
Upon, death’s altar in this never ending 

fight, 
Of Good vs Evil, 
there are but our Lord’s chosen people who 

fight the fight, 
who will defend our freedoms with all their 

might, 
Who with their band of brothers, 
as like none others, 
side by side to their left, 
to their right 
A freedom fighter, 
For there can be no brighter light, 
Who for each other are so willing to die in 

this fight, 
With kind of selflessness which brings tears 

to even the Angels’ eyes, 
way up high on this night, 
For there can be no greater gift or treasure, 
than To Give That Last Full Measure, 
Then, to lay down one’s life, 
To leave your three beautiful children, 

and your loved ones and your most loving 
wife, 

As it’s for you Ryan and your family, 
we all so cry this night, 
For you have blessed our Nation with all 

your light, 
And all across Peoria this night, 
there comes a gentle rain, 
As you lay your heads down to rest, 
all in your heartache that which remains, 
Are but our Lord’s tears to wash down upon 

your family Ryan, 
to so ease your pain, 
Until, once again up in heaven you will meet 

again, 
And you won’t have to cry again, 
Better to die for something, 
than to live for nothing at all, 
For this was but Ryan’s clarion call, 
Mount up my son, 
for your new battle has just begun, 
As an Angel in The Army of our Lord as you 

now must run, 
To continue this battle which must be won, 
And we will hear you on the breeze, 
And we will see you in places so all at ease, 
As we will awake in the morning so all in 

peace, 
knowing you were watching over us all in 

our sleep, 
As now we lay your most sacred body down 

to rest, 
At Ease my son, 
sealed with a kiss, 
Ryan you were and will always be one of 

America’s Best, 
Her son, 
Hush little children don’t you cry, 
one day up in heaven you will look into your 

fine Father’s eyes, 
Amen 

—Albert Carey Caswell 

In memory of a magnificent American hero, 
Navy SEAL Ryan Owens. May God watch 
over his family and hold them in his arms. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BOB AND LINDA 
KUEBLER FOR THEIR COMMIT-
MENT TO SERVICE AND VOL-
UNTEERISM IN THE CITY OF 
BUFFALO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mr. Bob Kuebler and his 
wife, Mrs. Linda Thornhill Kuebler, dedicated 
volunteers and residents of Buffalo, New York. 
Their tireless service is recognized today by 
None Like You/We Care Outreach and the 
City of Buffalo. 

Fifteen years ago, Bob founded Youth With 
a Purpose (YWAP) at the Holy Cross building 
on the West Side of Buffalo. The mission of 
YWAP is to inspire inner city youth to develop 
as God’s leaders who overcome the mindset 
of segregation, poverty and violence. Bob and 
his team continue to teach young people how 
to cope with pain and develop perseverance 
as they seek purpose and direction in their 
life. Linda has helped Bob as an YWAP direc-
tor and prayer leader who is loved by the 
community she serves. 

The Kueblers live on the East Side of Buf-
falo where they maintain a park on the corner 
of Carlton Street. Through their work with 
None Like You/We Care and YWAP, Bob and 
Linda provide activities for youth, clean and 
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develop community gardens, help elderly resi-
dents and are active during the holiday sea-
son serving at the Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas dinners and giveaways. 

Bob fulfills his dream of helping as many 
people as he can by travelling outside of the 
city to pick up furniture and supplies for those 
in need, his constant involvement with young 
adult volunteers at local colleges and his time 
and effort in the community gardens. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Mr. and Mrs. Kuebler 
and their admirable dedication to the City of 
Buffalo and the youth of our community. The 
Kueblers’ commitment to their community is 
exceptional, and they are most deserving of 
this recognition by None Like You/We Care 
and the City of Buffalo. 

f 

THE WINGMAN ACT (H.R. 244) 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commend the House on the pas-
sage of the WINGMAN Act. 

The WINGMAN Act will allow designated 
Congressional staffers to work with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to expedite the 
resolution of veterans’ claims and better serve 
constituents. 

The need for this legislation is best illus-
trated by example. One of my constituents, 
John Harrison, has been battling with the VA 
over multiple claims for many years. He has 
continuously dealt with frustration, stagnation, 
and complications due to poor communication 
from the VA. 

In November 2016, Mr. Harrison was noti-
fied that one of his longstanding claims was 
closed. The VA claimed it closed the case be-
cause Mr. Harrison failed to submit a rebuttal 
to the VA’s decision in an appropriate time-
frame. 

However, Mr. Harrison did in fact submit the 
rebuttal, and he did so long before the dead-
line. Mr. Harrison was denied access to his 
benefits due to disorganization and 
miscommunication by the VA. 

Unfortunately, lack of transparency and 
delays in communication are regular occur-
rences for veterans seeking to resolve claims 
with the VA. Like many veterans, Mr. Harrison 
is a captive of the processmk-There is no way 
for him to know who is handling his claim or 
how his claim is being resolved. 

The WINGMAN Act will help address prob-
lems like those experienced by Mr. Harrison 
by increasing access to essential documenta-
tion for Congressional staffers working on 
cases, expediting claims’ resolution, and pro-
viding for better communication regarding 
claims decisions. 

It is critical that we establish policies to 
process claims more efficiently and provide 
better care for our veterans. This bill will allow 
the excellent caseworkers in my office, and 
others across the country, to help the VA be 
more efficient, and more importantly, to help 
veterans access their benefits. 

I am proud to support and cosponsor the 
WINGMAN Act to help ensure veterans across 
the United States receive timely access to the 
benefits they earned and deserve. 

LOCALWORKS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Localworks for being hon-
ored with the Nonprofit of the Year Award by 
the West Chamber of Commerce. 

Initially incorporated as Wheat Ridge 2020, 
the organization was renamed in 2015 to bet-
ter reflect their purpose. Localworks connects 
residents and businesses in order to create a 
vibrant and more engaged community. 
Through programs like Harvest and Active, 
Localworks brings residents together to learn 
about urban farming, attend local fitness class-
es or learn more about canning fruits and 
vegetables. In 2016, Localworks held more 
than 60 events aimed at connecting residents 
through common interests and activities. 

Each year, Localworks hosts seven events 
to attract people to the Wheat Ridge business 
district. In 2016, more than 19,000 people at-
tended events on Ridge at 38 such as the 
Criterium and Brewfest, Ridgefest, Trunk or 
Treat, Friday Night Live and the Holiday Cele-
bration. 

In 2016, the organization also offered bus 
tours of Wheat Ridge and hauled away more 
than 1,000 cubic yards of junk from local 
neighborhoods through a partnership with the 
Wheat Ridge Police Department. They also 
provided loans to residents and businesses for 
property improvements and were recently 
awarded a very competitive three-year ‘‘Active 
Living Neighborhood’’ grant through Kaiser 
Permanente and The Denver Foundation. 
These contributions to the Wheat Ridge Com-
munity are made possible by volunteers who 
contributed more than 2,000 hours to the or-
ganization. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Localworks for this well-deserved honor from 
the West Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DIANE PESCH- 
SAVATTERI FOR HER COMMIT-
MENT TO SERVICE AND VOL-
UNTEERISM IN THE CITY OF 
BUFFALO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mrs. Diane Pesch- 
Savatteri, a dedicated volunteer and resident 
of Buffalo, New York. Diane’s tireless service 
is recognized today by None Like You/We 
Care Outreach and the City of Buffalo. 

Diane is a graduate of the State University 
of New York at Buffalo and is a proud mother 
and grandmother. She is the president of 
Concordia Cemetery, a board member of 
None Like You/ We Care Outreach, and a vol-
unteer for the American Red Cross Disaster 
Relief. Diane is a developmental Disabilities 
Program Specialist for the New York State- 
WNY Developmental Disabilities Services of-
fice where she advocates for, and teaches 
and trains her patients. 

As president of Concordia Cemetery, Mrs. 
Pesch-Savatteri had led a valiant effort to 
transform the abandoned cemetery into a 
place of history, beauty and serenity. While 
serving on the None Like You/We Care Out-
reach board, she has been a tremendous help 
in aiding with the organization, preparation 
and execution of their annual Christmas and 
Thanksgiving dinners. She also supervises 
volunteers and uses her experience in social 
work to help those in need. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Mrs. Diane Pesch- 
Savatteri and her admirable dedication to the 
City of Buffalo. Her commitment to the reha-
bilitation and beautification of the community is 
exceptional, and she is most deserving of this 
recognition by None Like You/We Care and 
the City of Buffalo. 

f 

DERRICK CRANDALL RECEIVING 
THE CORPS CHAMPION AWARD 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate my constituent, Derrick Crandall, 
on receiving the American Recreation Coali-
tion’s Corps Champion Award. Mr. Crandall 
has diligently supported efforts to bolster the 
outdoor economy and recreation opportunities 
for all, including our youth. 

Since 1981, Mr. Crandall has served as the 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
American Recreation Coalition. The Wash-
ington-based nonprofit organization aims to 
enhance and preserve outdoor recreational 
opportunities and protect environmental re-
sources. Upon joining the organization, Mr. 
Crandall quickly became the national voice of 
outdoor recreation. He has played an impor-
tant role in dozens of public policy programs 
including the National Scenic Byways Pro-
gram, Recreation Fee Demonstration Pro-
gram, Recreational Trails Program, Wallop- 
Breaux Program, and the National Recreation 
Lakes Study Commission. 

Mr. Crandall’s efforts have been recognized 
in many respects. He has received several na-
tional awards and recognitions such as induc-
tion into the RV Hall of Fame, the receipt of 
the Annual Award of the National Association 
of State Boating Law Administrators, and the 
Chevron Conservation Award. Additionally, he 
has served as the Chairman of the Take Pride 
America Advisory Board and as a Founding 
Director of the National Forest Foundation; in 
each role he was appointed by the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture 
respectively. 

His dedication to improving and preserving 
outdoor recreational activities is evident 
through his illustrious career of dedication and 
accomplishments. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my 
colleagues join me in congratulating Mr. 
Crandall on receiving the American Recreation 
Coalition’s Corps Champion Award. It is a 
privilege to represent him and I wish him all 
the best in his future endeavors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to be present and voting in the House of Rep-
resentatives on February 13, 2017 due to 
weather conditions in my home state of Maine 
that prevented me from travel. If I had been 
present and voting, I would have voted Aye on 
Roll Call vote 86 and Aye on Roll Call vote 87 
to H.R. 244 and H.R. 974 respectively. 

f 

HONORING THE NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION FOR THE ADVANCE-
MENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
(NAACP) ON ITS 108TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, as a proud member of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, I am pleased to join 
my colleagues in honoring the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) for its 108th Anniversary after the or-
ganization was first founded on February 12, 
1909. The NAACP is a prominent African- 
American civil rights organization in the cen-
turies-old fight for social, economic, and polit-
ical equality under the law for all Americans. 

The NAACP is an organization that is deep-
ly rooted in our nation’s history. It is the oldest 
and largest civil rights orga nization in the 
United States. The NAACP is founded on the 
noble pillars of equality, non-discrimination, 
and morality, and has historically been suc-
cessful in achieving its goals through non-
violent protest, education, and legal and moral 
persuasion. The NAACP was pivotal in the 
passage of historic pieces of legislation such 
as the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, 
and countless other legal victories in our na-
tion’s history. 

As a member of the African-American com-
munity, fighting for the rights of African-Ameri-
cans, and other minority populations across 
the country, is of personal significance. Our 
desire to bring equal treatment and rights to 
all Americans has helped fuel the diversity and 
strengths that we as a country enjoy today. It 
is through our differences that we are able to 
see value in many different perspectives. 
However, it was not without struggle to arrive 
at this point and we have organizations such 
as the NAACP, in part, to thank for the rec-
onciliation of past harms while having the tools 
to address new challenges. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we recog-
nize the contributions and struggles of the 
people behind organizations such as the 
NAACP so that we can learn from our past 
and avoid making the same mistakes again in 
the future. The NAACP continues to be a 
leader in raising awareness around social 
issues facing our country today, such as 
threats to voting rights. We owe it to future 
generations to continue the legacy of the 
NAACP, so that we can continue to build a 
stronger and better nation for our children. 

ADWEST CONSULTING, INC. NANCY 
CREGO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize AdWest Consulting, Inc. for 
being honored as the Woman-Owned Busi-
ness of the Year by the West Chamber of 
Commerce. 

AdWest Consulting was founded in Jeffer-
son County in 1986 by Nancy Crego. AdWest 
delivers multi-media branding, community mar-
keting and publications through video, film and 
magazines. The AdWest team is local and col-
laborates with more than 400 Colorado clients 
to promote their businesses and messages. It 
currently publishes the West Chamber’s Best 
of Business magazine and the award-winning 
Wellness Living Magazine. AdWest also pub-
lishes the Colorado Women’s Chamber of 
Commerce directory and magazine. 

Nancy’s career spans four decades of serv-
ing her community and understanding the 
needs of women who own companies as they 
balance family and career. She has worked 
with dozens of nonprofit associations and 
business groups. Currently, she volunteers for 
the Colorado Symphony Orchestra Guild, Plan 
Jeffco, and Mount Vernon County Club Metro 
District Financial Planning Committee. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
AdWest Consulting for this well-deserved 
honor from the West Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF MS. MONTANA BYERS 
TO THE UNITED STATES CON-
GRESS AND CALIFORNIA’S 11TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT IN 
THE SPRING OF 2017 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an exceptional young woman 
who is spending the spring semester interning 
in my Washington, D.C. office. Ms. Montana 
Byers came to our office as part of the Uni- 
Capitol Washington Internship Programme 
(UCWIP), and has been a valuable contributor 
to our efforts on behalf of California’s Eleventh 
Congressional District. 

Since 2000, UCWIP has worked with con-
gressional offices to foster strong ties and un-
derstanding between the United States and 
Australian governments by bringing the best 
and the brightest from top Australian univer-
sities to intern on Capitol Hill. I am proud to 
be involved in this wonderful program for the 
second year in a row. 

Montana Byers, a student from the Univer-
sity of Wollongong, has worked in our office 
since January and quickly proved herself to be 
a highly valuable member of our team. She 
has drafted legislative requests, attended 
briefings, written constituent mail, and re-
searched important issues, among many other 
duties. She consistently displays a deep de-
sire to learn and treats everyone that she en-
counters with respect. Her hard work and 

dedication is a tremendous asset to our office 
and the Eleventh Congressional District. 

My team has learned a great deal from 
Montana about her native country as she has 
learned about the United States and the U.S. 
Congress. She is an absolute pleasure to 
have in the office and I offer her my thanks for 
a job well done. I wish her the best of luck in 
all of her future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARK AND CYNTHIA 
CRAIG FOR THEIR COMMITMENT 
TO SERVICE AND VOL-
UNTEERISM IN THE CITY OF 
BUFFALO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor Mr. and Mrs. Mark and 
Cynthia Craig, dedicated volunteers and resi-
dents of Buffalo, New York. Their tireless serv-
ice is recognized today by None Like You/ We 
Care Outreach and the City of Buffalo. 

Mark is a Buffalo native, a University at Buf-
falo graduate and was employed by County 
Lime Stone in Akron for 36 years. Cynthia 
moved to Buffalo in 1984 and began work with 
the New York State Department of Health Bu-
reau of Funeral Directing. Since 1987 she has 
worked in the New York State Department of 
Cemeteries and is a New York State Licensed 
Funeral Director. 

The Craigs are a great team who have been 
a part of None Like You/We Care Outreach 
program since 2000. They have served on the 
board, worked on the reorganization and reha-
bilitation of the Concordia Cemetery and have 
served thousands over the past 15 years at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners with 
None Like You/ We Care Outreach. 

Mark and Cynthia have been instrumental in 
the reconstruction of abandoned houses in the 
City of Buffalo and have helped supervise 
summer and student volunteers who help to 
clean up empty lots and build community gar-
dens. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor Mr. and Mrs. Craig 
and their admirable dedication to the City of 
Buffalo. The Craig’s commitment to their com-
munity is exceptional, and they are most de-
serving of this recognition by None Like You/ 
We Care and the City of Buffalo. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE HOTEL 
CHINESE ASSOCIATION OF USA 
ON THEIR 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
GALA 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Hotel Chinese Association 
(HCA) of USA on their 10th Anniversary Gala. 

Over the past decade, the Hotel Chinese 
Association of USA has been a leader in the 
New York City immigrant community. By pro-
viding assistance to workers in the Hospitality 
industry, the HCA has helped thousands of 
hotel workers in their 10 year history. 
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Founded in 2007, the HCA’s mission is to 

promote the understanding of the rights and 
responsibilities of hotel employees, primarily 
immigrant workers, who have language and 
cultural barriers. HCA coordinates with hotel 
unions and management, as well as recruiting 
and training immigrants, many of whom aim to 
have a career in the hospitality industry in 
New York City. 

The HCA has become an important anchor 
in New York’s Chinese community by offering 
communication assistance and vocational 
training to Chinese employees. Whether it is 
providing networking and job opportunities, 
education, or cultural activities, the HCA aims 
to assist and lift up striving employees and 
give them the tools they need for success. 

I thank and congratulate the HCA for their 
10 years of continuous service to our commu-
nity and hope they continue to be a fixture in 
New York City. 

TRIBUTE TO UNITED WAY OF 
CENTRAL IOWA 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate United 
Way of Central Iowa on celebrating their 100th 
year in service to the communities of Central 
Iowa. 

Over the last 100 years, United Way of 
Central Iowa has brought together non-profits, 
local organizations, elected officials and a 
whole host of others to make a long-lasting 
impact on the central Iowa community. Be-
cause of their hard work and dedication to im-
proving the lives of others, they have tackled 
some of the most challenging issues their 

community faces. With the unique ability to 
bring together people and organizations from 
all walks of life, United Way of Central Iowa 
has championed vast and noticeable improve-
ments throughout central Iowa. By focusing on 
education, families and healthy living they 
have impacted the lives of so many and left a 
lasting mark on central Iowa. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and congratulate 
United Way of Central Iowa for their many 
years of dedicated and devoted service to 
central Iowa. They have made a difference by 
serving others and it is with great honor that 
I recognize them today. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating them on 
this historic milestone and in wishing them 
nothing but continues success. 
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