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RECOGNIZING GIANT FOOD, LLC 
AND UFCW LOCAL 400 ON THE 
GRAND REOPENING OF THE UNI-
VERSITY MALL STORE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Giant Food, LLC, on the grand 
reopening of its University Mall store following 
an extensive renovation and expansion. For 
several years University Mall has been in the 
midst of a complete make-over to better reflect 
and serve this vibrant community including the 
students and staff of George Mason Univer-
sity. With the reopening of the Giant Food 
store, this $35 million renovation project will 
be complete. 

Giant Food is much more than a grocery 
store. For years Giant Food has been a true 
partner and has supported our community in a 
variety of ways. Giant Food has been an im-
portant donor to local food banks, providing 
the necessary funds and products to ensure 
that shelves are stocked with healthy options. 
Giant Food recently strengthened their ties 
with the community by partnering with the 
Washington Capitals, Mystics, Wizards and 
the Verizon Center to promote programs that 
support hunger relief and building healthier 
communities. Understanding that holidays can 
be a difficult time for our most vulnerable 
neighbors, Giant has donated 28,750 Thanks-
giving turkeys since 2011, as well as thou-
sands of Easter hams. 

Giant Food’s support of our community ex-
tends far beyond food and nutrition. Giant 
Food hosts an annual A+ School Rewards 
Program that has donated more than $94 mil-
lion since 1989 to participating schools. Last 
year, the program donated $2 million to 1,466 
public and private schools in the Maryland, 
Virginia, D.C, and Delaware area. This money 
allows for investment in schools’ technology 
programs, scholarship opportunities, and other 
educational benefits including playgrounds and 
fieldtrips. These examples are just a small 
sampling of the projects and programs spon-
sored by Giant Food that directly help our resi-
dents. 

None of this would be possible without the 
support of the Giant corporate leadership or 
the tireless dedication of the men and women 
of United Food and Commercial Workers 
Union Local 400. The UFCW Local 400 rep-
resents 35,000 members who work in the re-
tail food, health care, department store, food 
processing and other industries in our area. 
Local 400 not only helps to protect the wages 
and benefits of its members, but also strives 
to improve the working conditions and futures 
of all Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Giant Food, LLC on the 
grand re-opening of its University Mall store 
and in thanking its leadership and Local 400 
members for their countless contributions to 
our local community. 

RECOGNIZING JAYLA WILLIAMS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Jayla Williams, an ex-
ceptional young woman from my hometown of 
Gainesville, Georgia. Jayla has been named 
the Boys & Girls Club of Hall County’s Youth 
of the Year for the third consecutive time. 

Jayla’s motto in life is ‘‘failure is feedback,’’ 
and she has made it a point to never give up 
on her endeavors. Even at her young age, 
Jayla is heavily involved in Hall County, dedi-
cating more than 200 hours to community 
service and other local organizations, such as 
National Honor Society, Beta Club, and Na-
tional Spanish Honors Society. Jayla is also 
the President of the Boys and Girls Keystone 
Club, which promotes community service. 

Jayla has excelled in the classroom, boast-
ing an impressive 4.1 GPA. She is also on 
both the softball team and varsity cheerleading 
squad. 

Winning Youth of the Year for Hall County 
qualifies Jayla for the Georgia Youth of the 
Year title. From there, she could be eligible for 
National Youth of the Year, where she could 
earn $100,000 worth of scholarships and a 
chance to meet the President of the United 
States. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Jayla Williams and her many accomplishments 
and contributions to Hall County. She has 
been a role model for children and young 
adults, and we are excited to see what is in 
store for her bright future. 

f 

HONORING THE ADVANCED MIXED 
WASTE TREATMENT PROJECT’S 
CLEANUP MILESTONES 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Advanced Mixed Waste 
Treatment Project’s (AMWTP) nearly 15-year 
effort to retrieve, treat, and remove legacy nu-
clear waste from the State of Idaho. 

Since 2003, AMWTP has been the nation’s 
premier transuranic radioactive waste proc-
essing facility. Operated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, AMWTP was constructed dur-
ing the Clinton Administration to meet the na-
tion’s obligations to treat radioactive trans-
uranic waste left over from the Manhattan 
Project. 

During the 1970s and 1980s, truckloads and 
rail cars of waste were shipped to Idaho pri-
marily from the Energy Department’s Rocky 
Flats Plant near Denver, Colorado. These 
shipments brought 65,000 cubic meters of 
clothing, machine parts, and tools contami-

nated by plutonium and housed in wooden 
and fiberglass boxes and metal drums to the 
Idaho desert. Over the years, the condition of 
these boxes and drums deteriorated signifi-
cantly, making cleanup a challenging task. As 
outlined in the 1995 Idaho Settlement Agree-
ment, AMWTP’s mission, unique facilities, and 
skilled workforce were charged with character-
izing, treating, processing, and removing from 
Idaho the single largest concentration of trans-
uranic radioactive waste in the United States. 

For 14 years, the workforce at AMWTP has 
prepared and sent more than 5,800 shipments 
of transuranic waste to the Waste Isolation 
Pilot Plant (WIPP) in Carlsbad, New Mexico. 
This represents nearly half of all the waste 
disposed in that facility. At the same time, the 
workforce has accomplished this feat in a safe 
and compliant manner. The staff at AMWTP 
has also received and processed radioactive 
waste from 15 other Department of Energy 
sites, eliminating the need to build expensive, 
new processing plants. 

Today, AMWTP and its workforce take an-
other step in completing their mission, with 
100 percent of the above-ground waste now 
retrieved and ready for characterization, treat-
ment, and packaging, in anticipation of being 
removed from the State of Idaho for perma-
nent, long-term disposal within WIPP. As a re-
gional asset, AMWTP and its exclusive capa-
bilities and experienced workforce remain a 
viable facility for future waste processing mis-
sions. 

While challenges continue with cleaning up 
the remaining buried and liquid radioactive 
wastes in Idaho, the milestones met by the 
thousands of contract and federal workers in 
Idaho should not be forgotten. Their long- 
standing efforts have set the benchmark and 
proven to critics that promises can be met 
given enough time and support. Today, I can 
say with confidence and congratulations that 
the State of Idaho is better because of the 
AMWTP and its employees’ commitment and 
service. 

f 

HONORING DIANE INNERST OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I honor my 
constituent, Diane Innerst, upon her upcoming 
retirement after 23 years as a Middle School 
Math Teacher for Harrisburg Academy. 

In addition to her teaching duties, Mrs. 
Innerst served as mentor of the Math Counts 
Team for each of her 23 year at Harrisburg 
Academy. She worked with the student council 
and oversaw a myriad of events such as 
dances, bake sales, elections and fundraisers. 
Prior to her time with Harrisburg Academy, 
Mrs. Innerst taught in the public education 
system. Mrs. Innerst’s family has served our 
Nation with distinction as her husband is a 
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former U.S. Marine and their two sons grad-
uated from the U.S. Naval Academy. 

Mrs. Innerst’s dedication has touched the 
lives of many people and challenged all with 
whom she served to be the best. Her legacy 
of service is admirable. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late Diane Innerst upon her retirement after 
many years of service to Harrisburg Academy 
and our community. 

f 

HONORING THE 27TH ANNUAL 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
YOUTH ORATORICAL CONTEST 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 32nd Annual King Day Celebration 
and the cornerstone of the event, the 27th An-
nual Martin Luther King Jr. Youth Oratorical 
Contest, hosted by the Prince William Alum-
nae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, In-
corporated in partnership with the Cecil & 
Irene Hylton Foundation. 

Annually, the Hylton Foundation and the 
members of the Prince William Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta, Incorporated 
invite community members to gather on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day to reflect upon the past 
year and receive a message of hope from the 
youth of today and leaders of tomorrow. Rev-
erend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. will forever be 
engrained in our history as the formative figure 
in the quest for justice through civil dialogue. 

In his Letter from a Birmingham Jail, Dr. 
King highlighted the need for civility in order to 
establish equality. For his courage, vision, and 
perseverance, we celebrate Dr. King, not just 
for the man he was, but for his vision of the 
American Dream and what America can be. 
While his life was cut short by a senseless act 
of violence, his legacy is one of tolerance. Re-
sponding through peaceful and principled 
communication to condemn the injustice of so-
cial and racial inequality, Dr. King worked tire-
lessly to establish a more united society. As 
we gather days prior to the 58th inauguration, 
under this year’s theme of ‘‘what the world 
needs now’’, participants in the Youth Oratori-
cal Contest pay homage to the legacy of Dr. 
King through their delivery of extemporaneous 
remarks. 

The ability to communicate with passion and 
clarity will serve them well as they assume fu-
ture leadership opportunities and establish the 
personal relationships necessary for commu-
nity engagement. I congratulate the following 
contestants in the 27th Annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Youth Oratorical Contest: 
Middle School Contestants 

Chelsea Campbell—Porter Traditional 
School 

Jennine Faruque—Stonewall Middle 
School 

Abdullah Usufzai— Ronald Reagan Middle 
School 
High School Contestants 

Gladys Gonzalez—Osbourn High School 
Norman Jones—Stonewall Jackson High 

School 
Hamayel Safi—Woodbridge High School 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending the Prince William Alum-

nae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. for showcasing the power of purposeful 
and meaningful communication reminiscent of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and in congratu-
lating the talented youth of the 2017 MLK 
Youth Oratorical Contest. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. CAMILLE BENT-
LEY-MCGOLDRICK OF THE UNI- 
CAPITOL WASHINGTON INTERN-
SHIP PROGRAM 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, the United 
States and Australia share a special union cul-
turally, economically, and as security partners. 
The friendship our two countries share is 
strengthened by programs like the Uni-Capitol 
Washington Internship Program. For the past 
18 years, the Uni-Capitol Program has paired 
students from Australia with offices on Capitol 
Hill. Since the program’s inception, more than 
180 students from 10 partner Australian uni-
versities have participated. The students in 
this program are the best and the brightest 
that Australia has to offer. They bring a unique 
perspective to the House and Senate offices 
that they serve, strengthening the special alli-
ance between our two nations and fostering 
greater understanding and mutual respect be-
tween us. 

This year, it has been my pleasure to host 
Ms. Camille Bentley-McGoldrick in my Wash-
ington office. Camille, a first year law student 
at the University of Melbourne, is a great ex-
ample of the high-caliber students this pro-
gram provides Congressional offices. She 
proved herself to be very intelligent, motivated, 
and hard working. Camille is also an absolute 
pleasure to work with. No matter the assign-
ment, she is always. eager to help and ap-
proaches every new task with a smile. Fur-
thermore, Camille excelled in drafting cor-
respondence to my constituents, researching a 
wide-range of legislative issues for staffers, 
and attending briefings on a multitude of top-
ics, all while demonstrating a desire to learn 
about, and engage in, the important and 
unique policy issues facing our nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no doubt that Camille 
will go on to do great things. She has a very 
bright and exciting future ahead of her. I wish 
her all the very best. 

f 

GERARDO MONTONE 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the outstanding achieve-
ments of Gerardo Montone, a hardworking 
and dedicated member of the Roma Club of 
Woodland Park, NJ, who will be honored at 
the Roma Club Dinner Dance on Sunday. 

Gerardo was born and raised in a small 
town in Italy called Punta Licosa. He lived 
there with his parents, Valentino and Rosa 
Montone, brother Antonio and sister Antoi-
nette, but at the age of eighteen Gerardo’s 

family decided to make the big move to the 
United States. After months of living with his 
aunt and uncle in New York, Gerardo, with his 
mother Rosa and sister Antoinette, moved to 
my home town of Paterson, New Jersey, 
where he still lives today. 

Gerardo has been an extremely hard worker 
his entire life. After just one day of living in the 
United States he got a job working at Lembo 
Textile Shop. Gerardo worked making rollers 
for textile printers. After living in the United 
States for some time, Gerardo picked up a 
second job. He worked the night shift at Mas-
ter Screens in Clifton, NJ. Gerardo quickly 
saw himself thriving at Master Screens, and 
eventually became the manager of the entire 
location, making it his primary job for seven 
years. 

Finally, after a year of being in the United 
States, Gerardo’s brother Antonio and sister- 
in-law moved to Paterson, NJ and began 
working with Gerardo to build their own two- 
family home. Gerardo lived on one floor with 
his mother Rosa and sister Antoinette, while 
his brother Antonio and sister-in-law lived on 
the second floor with their two children. As 
you can tell, Gerardo is a self-made man who 
achieves everything he sets his mind to. 

Aside from building houses and managing a 
textile shop, he loves fishing and eating sea-
food. Whenever he has downtime he gets his 
rod and heads to go fishing. Because of his 
passion for fishing he decided to open his own 
seafood market. He named it San Marco’s 
Fish Market, and it was located on 21st Ave-
nue in Paterson, NJ. He kept the business in 
the family and employed his brother Antonio, 
sister Antoinette, and sister-in-law. His market 
became incredibly successful, and he eventu-
ally began supplying seafood to many local 
restaurants. Gerardo succeeded in the sea-
food industry for 12 years, when he decided to 
begin achieving some of his other dreams. 

After years of being out in the workforce, 
Gerardo decided to go back to school so that 
he could begin doing what he truly loved. In 
2000, Gerardo opened up Montone Remod-
eling and Construction, Incorporation. Gerardo 
still runs and operates his company, and has 
had much success with his business. Asides 
from fishing and being at the company, 
Gerardo loves to spend time with his son 
Gerardo, Jr, and his wife of 14 years, Julia. 
Gerardo is an extremely hard working man, 
and I do not see him slowing down at any 
time in his future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, family and friends, all those whose 
lives he has touched, and me, in recognizing 
the work of Gerardo Montone and his hard 
work and dedication to the Roma Club of 
Woodland Park, NJ. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PRINCE WILLIAM 
COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACH-
ERS ON OBTAINING CERTIFI-
CATIONS AND RENEWALS FROM 
THE 2016 NATIONAL BOARD FOR 
PROFESSIONAL TEACHING 
STANDARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Prince William County Public 
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School Division and congratulate the following 
educators on obtaining certification or recertifi-
cation by the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards. Founded in 1987, the 
National Board was established by teachers 
for teachers as the premier vehicle for defining 
and recognizing accomplished educators. 
Today, the independent nonprofit organization 
remains dedicated to supporting excellence in 
education and is governed by classroom 
teachers, school administrators, school board 
leaders, governors and state legislators, high-
er education officials, teacher union leaders, 
and business and community leaders. 

A National Board Certification denotes the 
most respected professional certification avail-
able in the education field. Obtaining certifi-
cation and completing the renewal process is 
a personal and public statement of one’s com-
mitment to the evolution of effective instruction 
methods. In order to obtain the distinction, 
teachers must display a mastering of the 
standards established by the National Board 
by successfully completing a rigorous multi-
component assessment that demonstrates that 
he or she has acquired the knowledge, skills, 
and practices required of an accomplished ed-
ucator. Certified educators support a vision of 
teaching based on the following five core 
propositions: 

1. Teachers are committed to students and 
their learning; 

2. Teachers know the subjects they teach 
and how to teach those subjects to students; 

3. Teachers are responsible for managing 
and monitoring student learning; 

4. Teachers think systematically about their 
practice and learn from experience; and 

5. Teachers are members of learning com-
munities. 

I extend my personal congratulations and 
appreciation to the following 2016 National 
Board Certified Teachers for receiving their re-
spective certifications and renewals: 

Schenell Agee—Library Media Programs 
and Research 

Alise Brooks—Dale City Elementary 
School 

James Carroll—Freedom High School 

Melissa Dembele—Featherstone Elemen-
tary School 

Elise Dutton—Benton Middle School 

Rhonda Ellington—Mullen Elementary 
School 

Christy Katsourakis—Enterprise Elemen-
tary School 

Lauren Mack—T. Clay Wood Elementary 
School 

Karisa Marcy—Piney Branch Elementary 
School 

Christine Petrus—Haymarket Elementary 
School 

Jennifer Roberts—Patriot High School 

Carey Shenal—Stonewall Jackson High 
School 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending these teachers for their 
commitment to education, professional devel-
opment, and the students of Prince William 
County Public Schools. The world-class edu-
cation provided to our students is due to the 
tireless efforts of teachers who make excel-
lence the standard and I thank them for their 
invaluable contributions. 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE WALL OF 
HONOR WITHIN THE FRESNO AF-
RICAN AMERICAN HISTORICAL 
AND CULTURAL MUSEUM 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the State Center Community Col-
lege District’s Wall of Honor within the Fresno 
African American Historical and Cultural Mu-
seum in celebration of its 20 year anniversary. 
As we celebrate Black History Month, it is im-
portant to note this important part of the mu-
seum which has highlighted successes in the 
African American community throughout the 
San Joaquin Valley. 

The African American Historical and Cultural 
Museum was the creation of Jack Kelley, the 
first African American police sergeant in Fres-
no. Passionate about black history, Jack want-
ed to create a place where people could go to 
recognize and enjoy black history throughout 
our Valley. Jack and former State Center 
Community College District chancellor, Dr. Bill 
F. Stewart, coined the idea of creating a Wall 
of Honor within the museum, where excep-
tional African American leaders affiliated with 
the State Center Community College District 
could be recognized. Since 1996, the Wall of 
Honor has served as a platform to highlight 
the success of notable African Americans in 
our community. Each year, a committee of 
local leaders accepts nominations for the Wall 
of Honor and selects the inductees. Those in-
ducted into the Wall of Honor must have at-
tended, worked or served the State Center 
Community College District. 

The Wall of Honor acts as a representation 
of the triumphs African Americans in the State 
Center Community College District have 
achieved. It will serve as a place for where the 
brilliance, accomplishments, and strength of 
our black community leaders will be honored. 
It is my great pleasure to honor the Wall of 
Honor for a successful 20 years. I also com-
memorate the services of all the staff of the 
museum and the State Center Community 
College District who have worked hard to edu-
cate our community and preserve our Valley’s 
African American History. I send my best 
wishes for many years to come. 

f 

GINGER ONTIVEROS VICTOR VAL-
LEY COLLEGE ALUMNI HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTEE 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding service and induction 
of Ginger Ontiveros to the Victor Valley Col-
lege Alumni Hall of Fame. Ginger was the pre-
vious Executive Director of Victor Valley Col-
lege Foundation and was instrumental in 
changing the landscape of higher education 
within Victor Valley. As an alumnus of VVC, 
Ginger is extremely compassionate and 
thoughtful towards the needs of students and 
exceled in her role as Executive Director of 
the VVC Foundation. 

During her 15 years with the Victor Valley 
College Foundation, Ginger provided Victor 
Valley College with vast opportunities through 
securing gifts for VVC, easing enrollment chal-
lenges for students, and assisted in the devel-
opment of the renowned Dr. Prem Reddy 
Health & Science Building at VVC. This is only 
a few of the many programs that Ginger im-
plemented which fostered mentors from the 
Victor Valley community to give back to stu-
dents attending Victor Valley College. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I would like to thank Ginger Ontiveros 
for her tireless work and dedication to the stu-
dents of the High Desert and faculty of Victor 
Valley College. Ginger Ontiveros’ work has 
shaped education within Victor Valley and I 
am pleased to hear that she will be inducted 
in the Victor Valley College’s Alumni Hall of 
Fame. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RECIPIENTS OF 
THE 2017 DALE CITY CIVIC ASSO-
CIATION COMMUNITY AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the recipients of the 2017 Dale City 
Civic Association Community Awards. 

The Dale City Civic Association represents 
the interests of the 70,000 residents of Dale 
City in a manner that benefits the entire com-
munity. Association members complete revital-
ization and beautification projects, advocate 
for land use projects, and volunteer in re-
sponse to community needs. 

Each year, the Association hosts a recogni-
tion banquet to honor individuals and organi-
zations that have shown exemplary devotion 
to the betterment of the community through 
public service. It is my honor to include in the 
RECORD the names of the 2017 Dale City 
Civic Association Community Awards recipi-
ents: 

Elementary School Teacher of the Year 
Award: Angela Hunt 

Middle School Teacher of the Year Award: 
Atif Qarni 

High School Teacher of the Year Award: 
Larry Baker 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, 
Firefighter of the Year Award: Matthew Wer-
ner 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, 
Emergency Medical Service Provider of the 
Year Award: Amanda Fleig 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, Offi-
cer of the Year Award: Thomas Mazzo 

Dale City Volunteer Fire Department, 
Cadet of the Year Award: Bradford Burgeson 

Department of Fire and Rescue Firefighter 
of the Year Award: Technician II John 
Malley 

Department of Fire and Rescue Emergency 
Medical Technician Provider of the Year 
Award: LT Brian Reader 

Police Officers of the Year Award: Officer 
Bryan B. Gee and Officer Tyler J. Reza 

Deputy Sheriff of the Year Award: Deputy 
Michael Shepherd 

Kathie Feeney Nurse of the Year Award: 
Aisha Sesay, BSN, RN 

Kathleen K. Seefeldt Community Service 
Award: Connie V. Andrews 

Business Owner of the Year Award: Debo-
rah C. Roundtree 
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David G. Brickley Youth Environmental 

Conservation Award: Alexander Elvir-Her-
rera 

John D. Jenkins Youth Citizen of the Year 
Award: Joshua Jones 

Catherine Spellane Citizen of the Year 
Award: Albert Brooks 

Ernestine S. Jenkins Lifetime Volunteer 
Achievement Award: Norman ‘‘Norm’’ 
Catterton 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending all of the volunteers and 
public servants and in congratulating the 2017 
Dale City Civic Association Community 
Awards recipients. These remarkable individ-
uals have dedicated themselves to the better-
ment of the Dale City community and the 
strengthening of this vibrant community. They 
have all made a lasting contribution to Dale 
City, and I hope their actions will spur others 
into serving our community to sustain this tre-
mendous success. 

f 

HONORING ALCALDE AND 
ALCALDESSA TED AND PAT ELIOT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Ted Eliot and his late 
wife Pat Eliot, who have been named Alcalde 
and Alcaldessa for the City of Sonoma, Cali-
fornia. 

The title Alcalde, or Alcaldessa is the Span-
ish word for Mayor. During the Spanish colo-
nial period in California, the Alcalde was the 
primary civil authority. Today in the City of 
Sonoma, it is an honorary title and the con-
temporary Alcalde or Alcaldessa presides over 
ceremonial events for the city. Alcaldes and 
Alcaldessas are nominated by the community 
and are representative of individuals with a 
long record of volunteer work. By volunteering 
their time to protect the beautiful land for our 
community now and in the future, Ted and Pat 
Eliot have more than earned the titles of Al-
calde and Alcaldessa. 

Mr. Eliot has held an advisory role with 
Sonoma County’s Agricultural Preservation 
and Open Space District and was a leader in 
its formation and reauthorization. This district 
permanently protects the diverse agricultural, 
natural resource, and scenic open space lands 
for future generations. Mr. Eliot is known for 
his calm, even-handed counsel. He has 
served on the boards of Community Founda-
tion Sonoma County, the Todd Trust and the 
Sonoma Valley Fund, organizations which 
prioritize and support community ethics and 
projects. 

Mrs. Eliot recently passed away. By hon-
oring her as Alcaldessa, Sonoma celebrates 
her life and work to protect the land in our 
community. She helped to negotiate the pro-
tection of 600 acres of land which included the 
Grandmother Tree, the largest and oldest red-
wood tree in our Sonoma Valley. This land 
has become part of Jack London State Park. 
Ted and Pat also donated a forever-wild con-
servation easement over their property which 
allowed for the completion of the East Slope 
Sonoma Mountain Trail. 

Mr. Speaker, Ted and Pat Eliot’s work was 
essential to protecting our beautiful land and 
they are excellent role models for community 

involvement and action. Therefore, it is fitting 
and proper that we honor them here today as 
Sonoma’s Alcalde and Alcaldessa for 2017. 

f 

CHLOE J. CONEY 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the accomplishments of a true 
champion of progress, Chloe J. Coney. She is 
retiring this month after 10 years of serving as 
my district director in Tampa. Her invaluable 
contributions to the Tampa Bay community are 
an inspiration to us all. Today, I am grateful to 
recognize her selfless dedication, honor her 
valuable service to our community and thank 
her for her daily efforts to serve our neighbors 
in Tampa. 

Known as a woman who wears many hats, 
Mrs. Coney is a leader who serves with a spir-
it of love and excellence. When federal courts 
ordered Hillsborough County to desegregate 
its school system, even at an early age, Mrs. 
Coney became a leader. In 1963, she along 
with a brave few helped to integrate the 
school district. In turn, Mrs. Coney attended 
and graduated from Hillsborough High School 
with honors in 1968. Her determination to lead 
and serve pushed her to achieve a bachelor’s 
degree in Sociology/Corrections from Florida A 
& M University, a master’s degree in Biblical 
Counseling from Florida Beacon Bible College, 
and an honorary doctorate from Blessed Hope 
Bible College in Tampa, Florida. 

Mrs. Coney’s passion to lead and serve has 
followed her throughout her professional and 
personal career. In 1972, Mrs. Coney began 
her career as the first Black female Probation 
and Parole Officer in Hillsborough County. 
She would then continue as a pathbreaker by 
becoming Intake Counselor/Mediator with the 
13th Judicial Circuit Court of Hillsborough 
County and Marketing Representative for Flor-
ida Power in Clearwater, Fla. She left the pri-
vate sector in her calling to serve families, 
seniors and students as the Center Manager 
of the Lee Davis Neighborhood Service Cen-
ter, leading the way for it to become a One 
Stop Social and Medical Center in 
Hillsborough County. She utilized her role as 
Center Manager to restore pride, ownership, 
and community in Tampa’s Eastside neighbor-
hoods. Mrs. Coney established the East 
Tampa Community School partnership and the 
Back to School Kick-off Fair. Mrs. Coney’s 
passion inspired her to found the Corporation 
to Develop Communities of Tampa (CDC) in 
1992 and become its first President/CEO, fo-
cusing on economic development. The CDC of 
Tampa’s Nehemiah Project Community Build-
ing Brick by Brick has since expanded its stra-
tegic initiatives to provide job training, promote 
entrepreneurship and develop youth leader-
ship programs, revitalizing commercial areas 
and build affordable housing. 

In 2006, Mrs. Coney retired as the President 
of the CDC of Tampa to become a candidate 
for the local office. While she missed out on 
the opportunity to serve as Hillsborough Coun-
ty Commission, District 3, she found a new 
way to lead and serve the community as my 
District Director. In this capacity, she has ad-
dressed an array of constituent concerns, so-

licited citizen input, and performed community 
outreach activities, such as foreclosure pre-
vention workshops during the economic down-
turn to help families stay in their homes and 
job fairs during the economic recovery to con-
nect neighbors with local jobs. As District Di-
rector, Chloe Coney, will retire after serving 
the Tampa Bay community for more than 40 
years, improving entire communities, 
leveraging economic impact and touching the 
lives of everyone she meets. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of the 
Tampa Bay community, I am proud to honor 
Mrs. Chloe J. Coney. We will miss her wisdom 
and experience, but most of all we will miss 
the encouragement she has been to us all. As 
Chloe would say ‘‘Teamwork Makes the 
Dream Work,’’ and I am proud that she has 
been part of my team and, importantly, my 
friend, helping so many of our neighbors 
achieve their dreams. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NOMINEES FOR 
THE 2016–2017 TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR AWARD FOR PRINCE WIL-
LIAM COUNTY SCHOOLS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the nominees for 2016–2017 
Teacher of the Year Award for Prince William 
County Public Schools. The Teacher of the 
Year Award recognizes excellence in teaching, 
to encourage creative and quality instruction, 
and to contribute in a substantive way to the 
improvement of education in Prince William 
County Public School System. 

The Prince William County Public School 
System was established in 1869 and was 
originally managed by individual magisterial 
districts until the Prince William County School 
Board was founded in 1923. Today, there are 
more than 90,000 students in 97 schools with-
in the Prince William County School Division– 
59 elementary schools, 16 middle schools, 12 
high schools, one Governor’s school, three 
special education schools, two nontraditional 
schools, two traditional schools, one special 
education school, and one K–8 school—mak-
ing it the second largest school division in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. In Prince William 
County Schools, each grade level of course 
study is grounded in a purposefully designed 
plan that frameworks the knowledge and skills 
that will be developed during the school year. 

The winner selected will be named the 
Prince William County Teacher of the Year. 
Teachers who meet the criteria for the award 
are those who instill in students a desire to 
learn and achieve, understand the individual 
needs of students, and demonstrate a thor-
ough knowledge of subject matter and have 
the ability to share it effectively with students. 

I would like to extend my personal congratu-
lations to the following 2016–2017 Prince Wil-
liam County nominees for Teacher of the Year 
Award: 

Charles Aracich—T. Clay Wood Elemen-
tary School 

Donna Atkins—Neabsco Elementary 
School 

Larry Baker—Gar-Field High School 
Jennifer Brown—Graham Park Middle 

School 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:43 Feb 28, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K27FE8.004 E27FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E235 February 27, 2017 
Meredith Brewbaker—Buckland Mills Ele-

mentary School 
Jonathan Bukva—Reagan Middle School 
Carlos Castro—Woodbridge High School 
Maria Centini—Hylton High School 
Scott Cloud—Reagan Middle School 
Cynthia Cole—Marshall Elementary 

School 
Anna Collins-Walker—T. Clay Wood Ele-

mentary School 
Karen Dominick—Loch Lomond Elemen-

tary School 
Carla Drew—Osbourn Park High School 
Carolyn English—Ashland Elementary 

School 
Corey Finn—Patriot High School 
Jennifer Fisher—Alvey Elementary School 
Donna Garzione—Loch Lomond Elemen-

tary School 
Lisa Keen—Ashland Elementary School 
Rebecca Kronthal—King Elementary 

School 
Cesar Maisonet—Gainesville Middle School 
Tiffany McLeod—Enterprise Elementary 

School 
Elizabeth Paiz—T. Clay Wood Elementary 

School 
Linda Poole—Ashland Elementary School 
Kristen Putman—T. Clay Wood Elemen-

tary School 
Eileen Rakshys—Bennett Elementary 

School 
Holley Scheffel—Potomac High School 
Natallia Shamshyna—Forest Park High 

School 
Deborah Tekampe—Alvey Elementary 

School 
Nick Thompson—Osbourn Park High 

School 
Cynthia Treichler—Hylton High School 
Sarah Willey—Henderson Elementary 

School 
Elizabeth Williams—Battlefield High 

School 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending the nominees for 2016– 
2017 Teacher of the Year Award in Prince 
William County and in thanking them for their 
dedication to our children. Their continued 
service will ensure that Prince William County 
students receive world-class education in a 
more vibrant learning community. 

f 

DENNY AND CAROLL YULE RE-
CEIVE PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
FROM THE VVC FOUNDATION 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding service of Denny and 
Caroll Yule who will be presented the Presi-
dent’s Award from the Victor Valley College 
Foundation on February 25, 2017. 

Dennis and Carol were nominated for this 
award for their collaborative impact and con-
tributions to Victor Valley College education 
and the Victor Valley Community. Dennis and 
Caroll have sponsored numerous college 
scholarships that have enabled students, who 
otherwise could not afford a degree, to pursue 
higher education. Without such generous do-
nations from the Yules to the college founda-
tion, some VVC students would not have re-
ceived their associate degrees. Besides their 
monetary donations, Caroll has volunteered 
many hours of personal time to guest lecture 
at Victor Valley College. As described by Vic-
tor Valley College Foundation President, the 

Yules are ‘‘irreplaceable members of our com-
munity.’’ 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I would like to thank Denny and Caroll 
Yule for their tireless work and dedication to 
the students of the Victor Valley. I congratu-
late the Yules on receiving the President’s 
Award from the Victor Valley College Founda-
tion. 

f 

HONORING THE NAPA OPEN SPACE 
DISTRICT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Napa Open Space 
District which is celebrating its 10th Anniver-
sary. This special District has played a vital 
role in conversation and recreation in our com-
munity for the past decade and will continue to 
protect open spaces for future generations. 

Napa County residents voted to establish 
the Napa County Regional Park and Open 
Space District in November 2006 with the goal 
to preserve wildlife habitat and nature areas. 
The District does so by conserving open 
space and creating recreation opportunities in-
cluding a system of public parks, trails, out-
door recreational facilities for Napa County 
residents. 

The District has had incredible success dur-
ing its first decade of operation. It has pre-
served over 5000 acres of open space and 
parks and maintains over 100 miles of 
multiuse trails in our community. Community 
education programs are a major priority for the 
District, and it runs outdoor science and con-
servation education programs to reach people 
of all ages. The District has also facilitated 
and funded outdoor field trips for thousands of 
Napa County children, allowing them the op-
portunity to experience and learn about their 
local environment. 

The parks and recreation opportunities pro-
vided by the Napa Open Space District have 
been tremendously successful and popular. 
The District’s work enhances current Napans’ 
quality of life and also ensures that future gen-
erations have the ability to experience the out-
doors. Through its work, the District fosters a 
greater sense of community and pride within 
our Napa Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, the Napa Open Space District 
conserves our natural resources and provides 
residents with magnificent open spaces and 
an enhanced quality of life. Therefore, it is fit-
ting and proper that we honor Napa Open 
Space District here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NOMINEES FOR 
THE 2016–2017 PRINCIPAL OF THE 
YEAR AWARD FOR PRINCE WIL-
LIAM COUNTY SCHOOLS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the nominees for 2016–2017 
Principal of the Year Award for Prince William 
County Public Schools. 

The winner will be named the Prince William 
County Principal of the Year. Principals who 
meet the criteria for the award are those who 
manage effectively, demonstrate and encour-
age creativity and innovation, foster coopera-
tion between the school and community by 
maintaining a continuous dialogue with stu-
dents, parents, faculty, and staff, demonstrate 
leadership, and exemplify commitment. 

The Prince William County Public School 
System was established in 1869 and was 
originally managed by individual magisterial 
districts until the Prince William County School 
Board was founded in 1923. Today, there are 
more than 90,000 students in 97 schools with-
in the Prince William County School Division— 
59 elementary schools, 16 middle schools, 12 
high schools, one Governor’s school, three 
special education schools, two nontraditional 
schools, two traditional schools, one special 
education school, and one K–8 school—mak-
ing it the second largest school division in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. In Prince William 
County Schools, each grade level of course 
study is grounded in a purposefully designed 
plan that frameworks the knowledge and skills 
that will be developed during the school year. 

I would like to extend my personal congratu-
lations to the following 2016–2017 Prince Wil-
liam County nominees for Principal of the Year 
Award: 

Connie Balkcom—Buckland Mills Elemen-
tary School 

Neil Beech—Osbourn Park High School 
Mark Boyd—Vaughan Elementary School 
Marlene Coleman—Dumfries Elementary 

School 
Susan Danielson—Rosa Parks Elementary 

School 
Jodi Pankowski—PACE East School 
Nathaniel Provencio—Minnieville Elemen-

tary School 
Barry Rosenberg—Swans Creek Elemen-

tary School 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending the nominees for 2016– 
2017 Principal of the Year Award in Prince 
William County and in thanking them for their 
dedication to leadership in our school system. 
Their continued service will ensure our Prince 
William County students are provided with a 
world-class education in a more vibrant learn-
ing community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROY JOHNSTON THE 
WINNINGEST BOYS BASKETBALL 
COACH IN MICHIGAN HIGH 
SCHOOL HISTORY 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Roy Johnston, the Head 
Coach of Beaverton High School and the 
winningest boys basketball coach in Michigan 
high school history with 729 wins and count-
ing. 

Born in his grandparents’ farmhouse near 
the Lake Huron shores, Roy Johnston never 
forgot his Michigan roots as he moved up the 
ranks to the title he holds today. Roy was 
raised in the Croswell-Lexington area of Michi-
gan and received honorable mention All-State 
as a guard at his high school. After graduating 
from Eastern Michigan University with a de-
gree in teaching, Roy’s passion for guiding 
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youth through education and athletics contin-
ued. He went on to become the basketball 
coach at Yale in 1966 before moving to How-
ell, where he spent two years honing his skills. 

When starting his career in Beaverton, Roy 
became a 5th Grade teacher and spent four 
seasons as the Junior Varsity Coach. After 
stepping into the Varsity role, the Beaverton 
Beavers secured their first district title in two 
decades and went on to become regional 
champions. With his record of success and 
passion for students, Roy set a new example 
of success in the community. 

Roy has been especially vital to Michigan’s 
Fourth District, helping many see how 
comradery and teamwork play a vital role in 
rallying a community together for a common 
cause. Now, with a record league winning 
streak, the Beaverton Beavers are riding high 
on theft accomplishments. It’s only fitting for 
Roy to hold this title after his induction into the 
Basketball Coaches Association Hall of Fame 
nearly two decades ago. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, I am honored today to recog-
nize Roy Johnston for his achievement in be-
coming the winningest boys basketball coach 
in Michigan high school history and his lifetime 
commitment to the people of Beaverton. 

f 

SALUTING THE HEROIC ACTS OF 
THE MEMBERS OF THE PALM 
BAY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
PALM BAY, FL 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, on March 7th the 
City of Palm Bay will recognize the courage 
and bravery of the City’s law enforcement offi-
cers and civilians during their Annual Valor 
Awards Ceremony to be held at the Front 
Street Civic Center located in Melbourne, FL. 
Over two-hundred Law Enforcement Officials 
and Civilian Employees make up The City of 
Palm Bay’s Police Department. 

The 160 Sworn Officers, and all the men 
and women that make up the Palm Bay Police 
Department lay down their lives on a daily 
basis as peacekeepers, maintaining law and 
order for the protection and enhancement of 
our community. Their motto of Connect, 
Serve, and Impact speaks of officers con-
necting with the community as they serve with 
pride to provide a positive impact to its citi-
zens. Their selfless actions are right and 
noble, and help keep our community safe. 

The Palm Bay Police Department obtained 
its State of Florida Law Enforcement Accredi-
tation status on October 31, 2007 from the 
Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Ac-
creditation, Inc. and has successfully achieved 
reaccreditation over the last nine years. 

I am honored to show my support for the 
law enforcement personnel of the Palm Bay 
Police Department and their heroic acts. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing their 
sacrifices and the sacrifices of their families. 
Among those to be recognized are the Medal 
of Valor Recipients: Officer of the Year Thom-
as Ribnicky, Officer Reed Caswell, Officer 
David Morales, and Officer Millan Valdes. Ci-
vilian of the Year Recipient, Crystal Baker. 

The Distinguished Service Award Recipi-
ents: Officers Jason McCoy, Samantha 

Missale, Neal Valenti, Robert Vickers, Cas-
sandra Woronka. 

Officers and Civilian Recipients of the Life 
Saving Award: Steve Shytle, Ryan Van Note 
(2x), Sean Dutill, Robert Vickers, Cassandra 
Woronka, Jon Anthony, Brian Miller. 

Officers & Civilian Recipients of the Meri-
torious Service Award: Roy Lavanture, Thom-
as Ribnicky, Cliff Graves, Sean Pindar, Millan 
Valdes, Parker Farmer, Nicholas Szczepanski, 
Rebecca Tillett, Ken Shedrick, Lewis Jones, 
Michael Pusatere, Ron Lugo, Shane Mertens, 
Christopher Snedeker, Tyler Fooks, Mark 
Trammel, Kimberley Waters, Edwin Lutz, Tim 
Lancaster, Dawn Strickland, Jessica 
Hinchman, Rebecca Wolfe, Phillip Clendenin, 
Natasha Hauber, Bridget Sander. 

Community Service Award: Greg Leonard 
(2x), Kyle Schuck, Alcine Phan-Pennington 
(2x), Scott Eakins (2x), Shane Mertens, Chris-
topher Snedeker (2x), Richard Marion, Joseph 
Hamilton, Tim Landers, Carlos Valentin, Aaron 
Yuergens, William Pennington, Bailey Sullivan, 
Ryan Austin, Bryan Cammarta. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2017 TYSONS 
REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Tysons Regional Chamber of Com-
merce and to congratulate the incoming 2017 
board members. Tysons has drastically trans-
formed during the past 55 years from a 
sleepy, rural area to one of the most vibrant 
regions in the country. This change began 
when the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
approved plans for the Tysons Corner Shop-
ping Center in 1962. When the mall opened in 
1968, it was hailed as the largest enclosed 
mall in the world. 

Since then, there has been a dramatic influx 
of technology companies, government con-
tracting firms, and other corporations. Tysons 
has become the premier business district of 
the Washington Metropolitan Area and is one 
of the largest employment center in the United 
States. With the opening of Metro’s Silver Line 
and ongoing redevelopment, the region is ex-
pected to continue adding not only businesses 
but also high-density residential housing. 

The mission of the Tysons Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce is to be the unified voice of 
the business community while ensuring that its 
ties and commitment to the community are 
strengthened. The Chamber actively promotes 
local non-profits and community organizations 
as well as youth educational programs, and it 
sponsors multiple events each year in support 
of these activities. 

The growth of the Chamber has been the 
result of the diversity of its members and the 
leadership of its Board. I am pleased to in-
clude in the RECORD the names of the incom-
ing 2017 Board Members: 

2016 Chairman of the Board: Lori Lopez 
2017 Chairman of the Board: Peg 

McDermott 
General Counsel: William P. Daly, Jr. 
VP of Finance: David MacGillivray 
Treasurer: Shania Kapoor 
VP of Membership: Josh Brady 
VP of Marketing: Virginia Case 

At-Large Members: Mark Rogoff, Kathy 
Jensen, Maureen Loftus, Gian Cocomello, 
Peter Wynne, Jeffrey Krashin, Jonathan 
LaCroix, Dalia Palchik, Matt Evans, Jerry 
Ferguson, Kathleen A. Kelly, Sopa Keo, Shir-
ley Luu, Cory Scott, and Pat Whalen. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the incoming board mem-
bers and in commending the Tysons Regional 
Chamber of Commerce for its commitment to 
promoting the business community while en-
couraging social responsibility and civic en-
gagement. I wish the Chamber the very best 
for its continued growth and success. 

f 

MIKE PODEGRACZ RECEIVES DIS-
TINGUISHED SERVICE-COMMU-
NITY SERVICE AWARD FROM 
THE VVC FOUNDATION 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding service of Mike 
Podegracz who will be presented the Distin-
guished Service-Community Service Award 
from the Victor Valley College Foundation on 
February 25, 2017. 

Mike Podegracz was nominated for this 
award for his countless hours of service and 
civic engagement within the community of 
Hesperia and throughout Victor Valley. Mike 
has devoted 15 years to the economic and 
urban development of Hesperia. As city man-
ager, Mike developed numerous necessary 
developments including the community’s finest 
park and recreation center, city council facility, 
and police station. In addition to Mike’s work 
as former city manager, he continues to con-
tribute to various charities and non-profit 
groups such as: Hesperia’s Relay for Life, 
Community Cleanup Day, and the Water Con-
servation Booth at the Hesperia Days Celebra-
tion. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I would like to thank Mike Podegracz for 
his tireless work and dedication to the High 
Desert Community. I congratulate Mike 
Podegracz on receiving the Distinguished 
Service-Community Service Award from the 
Victor Valley College Foundation. 

f 

ALTON MAURICE WHITE 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the legacy of one of Tampa 
Bay’s true trailblazer, Alton Maurice White, 
during Black History Month. He has dedicated 
himself to improving the lives of others 
through public service and education. Today, I 
am grateful to recognize his selfless dedica-
tion and honor his valuable service to our 
community. 

Mr. White chose early on into his impressive 
career to dedicate himself to service his com-
munity. Receiving an athletic scholarship to at-
tend Florida A&M University, Mr. White was 
active both on and off the field. As a brother 
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of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. and a 
student-leader in the early 1960s, Mr. White 
embarked on civil rights demonstrations 
against segregation. 

After receiving a Bachelor in Education, Mr. 
White became a teacher and coach at Mercer 
University in Georgia then in the Hillsborough 
County Public School system. In 1967, he 
began his career in government service with 
the Federal Model Cities Program. Through bi-
partisan networking with political leaders in 
Washington, D.C., Mr. White brought millions 
of Model Cities dollars to Tampa to help end 
poverty and improve the lives of the city’s resi-
dents. 

A pioneer of firsts, in 1968 Mr. White be-
came the first African American appointed to 
the Florida Educational Television and Radio 
Advisory Board, which he later chaired. Only a 
year later in 1969, Mr. White expanded his ex-
pertise to include the first African American 
appointed to the Florida State Medical Advi-
sory Board. 

In 1974, Mr. White was the first African 
American to run for Mayor of the City of 
Tampa. That same year, Mr. White overcame 
considerable oppositions to help build the 
Ybor City campus of Hillsborough Community 
College, serving as a trustee for Hillsborough 
Community College and eventually chairing 
the board. 

Mr. White has served the Tampa Bay com-
munity in countless ways, including as the Ex-
ecutive Director and Insurance Executive of 
the Tampa Housing Authority. Under Mr. 
White’s leadership, the Tampa Bay community 
has received millions of dollars to aid public 
work and created hundreds of jobs. 

Mr. White is a beloved friend and a role 
model to many. Mr. White continues to give 
back through counseling hundreds of young 
aspiring business and community leaders. Mr. 
Speaker, on behalf of the Tampa Bay commu-
nity, I am proud to recognize Alton Maurice 
White for his lifelong exemplary service in im-
proving the lives of others. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2017 
GREENSPRING PRESIDENT’S 
VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD 
RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Greenspring Retirement 
Community of Springfield, Virginia as they 
host their annual President’s Volunteer Serv-
ice Awards reception. I have had the pleasure 
of visiting Greenspring on many occasions 
and am continually impressed by the commu-
nity spirit displayed there. 

The 2017 President’s Volunteer Service 
Awards will honor more than 200 volunteers 
from the Greenspring community as well as 
the greater Springfield area with the Bronze, 
Silver and Gold Awards for Volunteer Service. 
In addition, three members of the Greenspring 
community are being honored with the Life-
time Service Award, having compiled more 
than 4,000 hours of community service during 
their time at Greenspring. In 2016, more than 
750 volunteers contributed in excess of 
140,000 hours to Greenspring as well as the 

surrounding community. That averages to 
nearly 200 hours per volunteer—an amazing 
display of dedication and commitment to our 
neighbors and district. 

Greenspring residents volunteer their time in 
a variety of ways including teaching English to 
staff who are not native speakers as part of an 
award-winning ESL program, mentoring local 
elementary school students and preparing 
thousands of weekend food bags for distribu-
tion by organizations such as Food for Others 
to ensure that local children and families do 
not go hungry. 

Volunteers from the surrounding community 
also provide a large number of different serv-
ices to Greenspring residents, such as visiting 
with residents, playing cards or board games 
and escorting residents to and from activities. 

The selfless participation of these individ-
uals in volunteer activities enriches the lives of 
those around them and is truly worthy of our 
highest praise. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating all of the 2017 award recipi-
ents and in thanking them for their exemplary 
service to our community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JON LYNCH THE OUT-
GOING MIDLAND CITY MANAGER 
AND INCOMING PRESIDENT OF 
THREE RIVERS CORPORATION 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Jon Lynch, the Midland City 
Manager, for his sixteen-plus years of service 
to the city of Midland as he takes on a new 
role as President of the Three Rivers Corpora-
tion. 

Beginning his work with the city in 2000, it 
was not long before Mr. Lynch rose up the 
ranks becoming the city’s chief executive six 
years later. His work in Midland is most nota-
ble with the creation of the Citizen’s Academy, 
which established a medium for residents to 
learn more about their government. Mr. Lynch 
also was at the helm during a tumultuous 
state level tax appeal process where Midland 
was able to continue city services facing a cut 
in their general fund. Mr. Lynch’s ability to pre-
serve Midland’s service abilities with chal-
lenging budgets and nominal millage in-
creases year after year is a true demonstra-
tion of his capability and talent. 

Mr. Lynch’s administrative knowledge and 
strong skill set, as well as his long and suc-
cessful history, proves his ability. His work in 
the community, creating and facilitating an 
open dialogue will only continue with the 
Three Rivers Corporation. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, I am honored today to recog-
nize Jon Lynch for his illustrious career and in-
volvement in the Midland community that has 
positively influenced the careers and lives of 
countless individuals. 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LAKE ANNE ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Lake Anne Elementary School on 
the occasion of its 50th anniversary. The first 
public school in the Reston neighborhood of 
Fairfax County, Lake Anne Elementary stands 
as a symbol of this region’s commitment to ex-
cellent public education. 

As a former member and Chairman of the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, I know 
firsthand that the quality of life in our commu-
nities is tied directly to the priority with which 
we afford education. Throughout its fifty-year 
history, Lake Anne has represented a diverse 
community. As of today, its student body rep-
resents 70 countries and speaks 38 different 
languages. I have consistently said that the di-
versity of our community is one of our greatest 
strengths and I am glad to see Lake Anne 
continuing this tradition. 

In addition to enriching our community 
through diversity, Lake Anne also enriches its 
student body through a number of extra-
curricular programs, including Spanish Immer-
sion, ESOL, Special Ed, Advanced Aca-
demics, HeadStart services, Young Scholars, 
Artist in Residence, Eco School, Grace Art, 
Mentor Works and Partners in Print programs. 
By exposing their students to these types of 
programs earlier in their academic careers, 
Lake Anne Elementary helps lay the ground-
work not only for future academic success, but 
greater economic opportunities as well. 

Of course, none of this would be possible 
without the tireless dedication of the faculty, 
staff and volunteers of Lake Ann Elementary. 
I have always said that public service is 
among the most noble of callings and this 
sentiment certainly is true of the men and 
women who dedicate their lives to educating 
our future generations. 

Mr. Speaker, much has changed in the 
world over the last fifty years, but the mission 
of Lake Anne Elementary School and our Fair-
fax County Public School system as a whole 
has not, and indeed it is more important than 
ever. As the world changes around us, we 
need to ensure that today’s students are 
equipped with the knowledge and tools they 
will need in this increasingly globalized and 
technical world. I congratulate Lake Anne Ele-
mentary School on the occasion of its 50th 
Anniversary and thank the faculty, staff, volun-
teers and parents for their immeasurable con-
tributions to our greatest resource, our chil-
dren. I wish you continued success in all of 
your future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING RON MCDANIEL 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Ron McDaniel, CEO of Cali-
fornia Credit Union and a leader in the credit 
union system who is retiring next month. 
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Ron’s credit union career includes 23 years 

in senior management at Point Mugu Federal 
Credit Union (now Premier America CU) in 
Ventura, 19 of those as president and CEO. 
Since 2004, he has served as CEO of Cali-
fornia Credit Union. 

Ron has been a leader amongst his peers. 
He has served on the Credit Union National 
Association (CUNA) Board of Directors and its 
Governmental Affairs Committee. He has also 
served on the California Credit Union League 
Board of Directors, where he served as board 
chairman and chairman of the Government 
Relations Committee. In these roles he helped 
shape the policy agenda for credit unions in 
Sacramento and Washington, D.C. and was 
called upon to testify on behalf of credit unions 
before the California Senate and Assembly. 

In the days before credit unions were al-
lowed to provide checking accounts, Ron par-
ticipated in the National Credit Union Adminis-
tration’s (NCUA) pilot share draft program, 
which created the first checking accounts for 
credit union members. In 1979, Congress au-
thorized credit unions to experiment with share 
drafts for a three-month period. Shortly after 
the successful pilot program began, the Amer-
ican Bankers Association sued NCUA arguing 
that it was illegal for credit unions to provide 
something that was so similar to a checking 
account. In 1978, a district court ruled that 
under the Federal Credit Union Act, the NCUA 
could authorize credit unions to offer share 
drafts. This new program became an instant 
success among credit union members. 

From 1980 through 1982, Ron was part of 
the California Credit Union League’s ATM 
Task Force. At the time, most credit unions 
did not have an ATM. Ron was part of the 
steering committee that developed the idea of 
creating a nationwide ATM network for credit 
unions, which ultimately led to the formation of 
the CO–OP Financial Services system and 
later into shared branching. Ron was actively 
involved in developing the corporate structure 
for CO–OP and helped shepherd the idea 
through its first turbulent (and unprofitable) 
years. 

During the mid-1990s, the banking industry 
coordinated an attack on the community char-
ter model of service for credit unions. At the 
time, Ron was CEO of Point Mugu Federal 
Credit Union. When the Navy dramatically re-
duced its operations at Point Mugu, the credit 
union’s existence was threatened. Through 
Ron’s leadership, Point Mugu decided to ex-
pand and become more of a community char-
ter credit union to serve the needs of con-
sumers throughout Ventura County. When the 
NCUA approved this expansion, the banking 
industry sued the NCUA. This lawsuit, along 
with a similar lawsuit filed by banks against 
the NCUA and AT&T Family Federal Credit 
Union, culminated in a Supreme Court deci-
sion that would have drastically limited con-
sumer access to credit unions. 

Ron worked tirelessly with the California 
League, CUNA, and the NCUA to develop a 
legislative solution. He was active in public 
and private advocacy on behalf of credit 
unions that relied on the existence of a robust 
community charter model. Ultimately, the ef-
forts of Ron and others resulted in the enact-
ment of the Credit Union Membership Access 
Act of 1998. It is not an exaggeration to say 
that this single piece of legislation saved the 
community charter model and has provided 
access to credit union services for millions of 

consumers and allowed hundreds of credit 
unions to thrive throughout the country. 

For his accomplishments and contributions 
to the credit union system, Ron received the 
League’s Distinguished Service Award in 
1999. For his advocacy efforts throughout the 
years, he received the League’s Advocacy 
Lifetime Award in 2016. 

In his community, Ron served for several 
years on the board of Cal Lutheran Univer-
sity’s Alumni Association including one term 
as president. He also served on the Univer-
sity’s Board of Regents, where his responsibil-
ities included assignments on the Administra-
tion and Finance Committee; the Investment 
Committee that oversees the University’s en-
dowment; and on the Audit Committee. He 
was chairman of the Credit Unions for Kids 
Advisory Board for Children’s Hospital Los An-
geles. 

Ron is an excellent ambassador for the 
credit union movement. I have enjoyed my 
many conversations with Ron over the years 
about how credit unions can better serve indi-
viduals and small businesses. I am pleased to 
join my friends and constituents in the credit 
union system in congratulating Ron McDaniel 
on his years of service and dedication to 
America’s credit unions. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, on February 27 
through March 2, 2017, circumstances beyond 
my control necessitated my absence from the 
House and I, therefore, am requesting a leave 
of absence. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JUAN ORTIZ’ 
PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Juan Ortiz, who is leaving the City of 
Fort Worth after 18 years of service to assume 
a new position with the City of Austin. After 
graduating from the University of North Texas 
with a degree in Emergency Administration 
and Disaster Planning, he began his career as 
a Fort Worth Emergency Management Officer. 
After four years, he was hired as Emergency 
Management Coordinator with the City of Cor-
pus Christi. Ortiz returned to Fort Worth in 
2003 as Emergency Management Coordinator 
where he coordinates and supervises emer-
gency management and homeland security 
operations during natural or man-made emer-
gencies and disasters. One of his primary du-
ties is overseeing a joint city and county 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC). He co-
ordinated EOC operations in response to mul-
tiple natural disasters and large scale public 
events including Huricanes Katrina and Rita in 
2005, 2011’s record setting winter storm and 
Super Bowl XLV. In addition to EOC oper-
ations, Mr. Ortiz coordinated all of the City of 
Fort Worth’s operations in response to Hurri-
canes Gustav and Ike in 2008. 

In his position, Mr. Ortiz has demonstrated 
a level of professionalism and expertise in 
emergency management that he has gra-
ciously shared with colleagues across the 
State of Texas and nationally. In 2001, he was 
recognized by the University of North Texas 
as a distinguished alumni for his contributions 
to the emergency management profession. Mr. 
Ortiz also faithfully served his country for 28 
years in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserves, retir-
ing in 2015 as a Chief Petty Officer. 

Mr. Ortiz has served on several committees 
and advisory groups including the National 
Academy of Science Earth and Life Studies 
Disaster Roundtable, National Research 
Council’s Committee on Disaster Research in 
the Social Sciences, Center for Biosecurity of 
UPMC Nuclear Resilience Expert Advisory 
Group, the North Central Texas Council of 
Government Regional Emergency Prepared-
ness Advisory Committee, the Dallas/Fort 
Worth/Arlington Urban Area Security Initiative, 
Texas Coastal Advisory Team, and as Co- 
Chair of the Dallas-Fort Worth Collaborative 
Adaptive Sensing of the Atmosphere Radar 
Test Bed. He served as Chair of the Tarrant 
County Local Emergency Planning Committee 
for the last 6 years. He currently serves as a 
member of the State of Texas Emergency 
Management Performance Grant Steering 
Committee and as chair of the State of Texas 
Evacuation Transportation Network Working 
Group. 

I would like to express my appreciation to 
Juan Ortiz for his many years of exemplary 
public service and extend best wishes as he 
begins a new chapter in his profession. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALL-TIME SCORING 
LEADER FOR MICHIGAN STATE 
UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S BASKET-
BALL TORI JANKOSKA 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, today, I, 
along with Representative BISHOP pay tribute 
to Tori Jankoska, the all-time scoring leader 
for Michigan State University Women’s Bas-
ketball. 

Tori was born and raised in Freeland, where 
she grew up with a passion for competition. 
As a young girl, Tori was unable to compete 
with her peers. She grew up with asthma and 
other illnesses that kept her from playing with 
the other kids. Through her own persever-
ance, she was able to play with her siblings 
and her passion for sports started to grow. As 
a student at Freeland High School, Tori raised 
the bar for her own team and her competitors. 
It wasn’t long before her talent was noticed by 
the coaches at MSU. 

When starting her basketball career at MSU, 
Tori knew that was where she wanted to be. 
She also knew that she had a chance to do 
something great. Regarded by her coaches as 
having the highest basketball IQ on the court, 
Tori has proven her acumen time and again. 
Now, as the all-time point leader for MSU, she 
has written her own legacy into the record 
book as one of the best college women’s bas-
ketball players of all time. 

Tori has overcome obstacles and excelled 
at the highest level of competition. On behalf 
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of the Fourth & Eighth Congressional Districts 
of Michigan, we are honored today to recog-
nize Tori Jankoska for her lifetime of work on 
and off the court and wish her all the best in 
her future endeavors. 

f 

MICHELLE ESTRADA RECEIVES 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE-EDU-
CATION AWARD FROM THE VVC 
FOUNDATION 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding service of Michelle 
Estrada who will be presented the Distin-
guished Service-Education Award from the 
Victor Valley College Foundation on February 
25, 2017. 

Michelle Estrada was nominated for this 
award because of her dedication to her stu-
dents and staff at Hesperia High School. Ms. 
Estrada provides a one of a kind Early College 
Academy that allows students to receive col-
lege credit while attending Hesperia High 
School. The Early College Academy provides 
students with technical skills that enable them 
to become specialists before they graduate. 
Ms. Estrada is passionate about helping stu-
dents who lack the support to succeed and is 
a pillar at Hesperia High School for students 
to strive towards success. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I would like to thank Michelle Estrada for 
her tireless work and dedication to the stu-
dents of Victor Valley. I congratulate Michelle 
Estrada on receiving the Distinguished Serv-
ice-Education Award from the Victor Valley 
College Foundation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 26TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT’S 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor our heroes in blue who serve and pro-
tect the North Texas community. The exem-
plary members of our law enforcement put 
their lives on the line daily to ensure the safety 
of our citizens and deserve all of the respect 
and honor that our nation has to offer. 

With 135 law enforcement officers lost in 
2016 alone, the sacrifices made by these self-
less men and women to ensure our safety are 
more apparent now than ever before. These 
tragic losses were felt even closer to home 
when five officers were lost in Dallas just six 
months ago. 

I want to express my sincerest gratitude to 
Police Chiefs Reim, Tackett, Bruce, Wilson, 
Hargis, Carolla, Kerbow, Perdue, Kowalski, 
Amyx, Coulon, Watson, Sadler, Johnson, Rey-
nolds, Pauley, Payne, Harrison, Henley, 
Brooks, Edland, Genova, Howell, Blount, 
Walthall, Patrick, Fitzgerald, Fowler and 

Kancel; to Denton County Constable 
Hammons, Truitt, Raburn, Burch and 
Boydston; and Tarrant County Sheriff Bill 
Waybourn and Denton County Sheriff Tracy 
Murphee. 

The leadership exhibited by these law en-
forcement officers and their service to the 26th 
District of Texas is invaluable and it is my 
privilege to recognize such an outstanding 
group. 

f 

REV. PATRICIA BRUGER 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the outstanding achieve-
ments of Rev. Patricia Bruger, her contribu-
tions to CUMAC and all those in need. 

Patricia has a Master of Divinity degree with 
over 25 years of experience in social and civic 
ministries. She is an ordained Elder of The 
United Methodist Church, a certified Mentor 
for the Board of Ordained Ministry, a certified 
counselor for the Clergy Partnership on Do-
mestic Violence, and a member of the 
Bishop’s Task Force on Urban Minorities. 

Prior to attending seminary and coming to 
CUMAC, Patricia worked for the Girl Scouts of 
America and was a public school teacher. She 
is a committed social servant dedicated to the 
eradication of hunger and poverty through di-
rect source and broad advocacy efforts. She 
was a founding member of, and remains ac-
tive in the Emergency Food Coalition of Pas-
saic County (newly operating as a CUMAC 
program), the NJ statewide Anti-Hunger Coali-
tion, and the Paterson Alliance. Pat has been 
a leading voice for her community, advocating 
for hunger to be addressed in the state budg-
et, as well as rallying support for SNAP bene-
fits and Breakfast after the Bell, to feed hungry 
students so that they can have a proper edu-
cation. 

Patricia has been the Executive Director of 
CUMAC for over 26 years. She has led the or-
ganization through a tremendous period of 
growth from operating out of an abandoned 
church to purchasing its own 28,000 square 
foot facility and from a small food pantry to a 
multiservice agency serving over 40,000 peo-
ple in need every year, providing food assist-
ance, disaster relief, job training, supportive 
housing, and hope to a community facing per-
vasive poverty. 

Patricia’s forward-thinking and leadership 
abilities has encouraged and inspired staff and 
volunteers to partake in CUMAC’s mission of 
taking care of others. She has raised aware-
ness about pervasive poverty through this or-
ganization, and strives to fulfill the needs of 
people who do not have the adequate re-
sources to function in their daily lives. She has 
worked closely with other feeding programs 
throughout Passaic County and northern New 
Jersey to bring about change in the commu-
nity, and to assist in eradicating poverty. 

Through a lifetime of service and leadership, 
she has aided, encouraged and inspired 
many. Her vision and strength have had a pro-
found impact on the movement to fight hun-

ger, poverty and injustice in Passaic County 
and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, family and friends, all those whose 
lives she has touched, and me, in recognizing 
the work of Rev. Patricia Bruger and her 
strong desire to help those in need across the 
world. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL 
JAMES J. KEEFE 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Colonel James 
J. Keefe on his promotion to the rank of Briga-
dier General and his assignment as Assistant 
Adjutant General for Air at the Massachusetts 
Air National Guard at the Joint Force Head-
quarters at Hansom Air Force Base. He has 
dedicated his life to the defense of our country 
and I would like to take the time to express 
my gratitude to him. 

Jim Keefe has been a constituent of mine 
throughout my tenure in Congress as a resi-
dent of Northampton and Southampton, Mas-
sachusetts. He graduated from Norwich Uni-
versity in Vermont and was commissioned into 
the United States Air Force in 1987. During 
his time in the active Air Force, Colonel Keefe 
proved to be an effective F–16 Fighting Falcon 
pilot and instructor at bases in Florida, Geor-
gia, and Washington, DC. In May of 1999, 
Colonel Keefe returned home and joined the 
Massachusetts Air National Guard at Barnes 
Air National Guard Base in Westfield, Massa-
chusetts. In the course of his service, Colonel 
Keefe has flown in over 3400 flying hours, as 
well as 330 hours of combat in missions Oper-
ation Southern Watch, Operation Northern 
Watch, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and Oper-
ation Noble Eagle. In addition to his pilot du-
ties, Colonel Keefe has served as Flight Com-
mander, Squadron Commander, and Vice 
Commander at the 104th Fighter Wing. Since 
2013, he has faithfully served as Wing Com-
mander of the 104th, where he is charged with 
directing over a thousand military and civilian 
personnel in support of the wing’s mission to 
defend against any air threat to the homeland. 

Throughout his career, Colonel Keefe has 
been recognized many times for outstanding 
service to this nation. These awards include 
the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force 
Commendation Medal, Air Force Combat 
Medal, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Air 
Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon, and the 
Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal 
to just name a few. Needless to say, Colonel 
Keefe has been an asset to the Air Force and 
the Air National Guard for decades. 

Mr. Speaker, as Colonel Keefe moves onto 
the next step in his career and continues to 
serve the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
and his country, I want to thank him for his 
service. Barnes Air National Guard Base has 
been the example all Air National Guard 
bases look to in terms of excellence. That is 
partly in part to the exemplary leadership that 
Colonel Keefe has brought to Barnes. I wish 
him all the best in his future endeavors. 
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THERESA A. MANUEL 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of an extraordinary 
Tampa resident and Olympian, Theresa A. 
Manuel. While Ms. Manuel competed inter-
nationally in track and field, her undying com-
mitment to students at home as a teacher and 
coach may have had an even greater impact 
on the hearts of my neighbors across the 
Tampa Bay area. 

Despite growing up during segregation, The-
resa Manuel persevered through adversity to 
become the first African-American woman 
from Florida to compete in the Olympic 
Games. Ms. Manuel was born in 1926 in Port 
Tampa City, Florida. As a young woman, she 
was a star basketball player at Middleton High 
School in Tampa. Ms. Manuel had such a love 
for basketball that she would often convince 
neighbors to set up lamps at night so she and 
her teammates could practice on the outdoor 
court near Middleton High. She attended the 
Tuskegee Institute, now Tuskegee University 
in Alabama, where she was affectionately 
nicknamed Trick Shot for her skill in basketball 
and in addition won multiple championships 
for the Tuskegee Track and Field team. 

In the summer before her senior year, Ms. 
Manuel made history by competing as a mem-
ber of the U.S. Track and Field team at the 
1948 Olympic Games in London. She com-
peted in the Olympics at a time when sports 
were not widely considered open to women, 
let alone black women. She represented her 
country with dignity and grace, and upon re-
turning home she and her team proudly cele-
brated their success with President Harry Tru-
man at the White House. 

After graduating from Tuskegee, Ms. 
Manuel moved back to Tampa to care for her 
ailing mother and began her 38-year career as 
a decorated teacher and coach. She was a 
legendary coach in Tampa. She led her teams 
to multiple state championships and was 
named the best coach in Hillsborough County 
in 1975, and subsequently the best in the 
state of Florida in 1976. 

Ms. Manuel continued to garner countless 
honors and awards throughout her distin-
guished lifetime. Some of those honors in-
clude being inducted into the Tuskegee Insti-
tute Hall of Fame and City of Tampa Hall of 
Fame and being named one of the ‘‘100 Dis-
tinguished Women of Hillsborough County.’’ 

Ms. Manuel’s importance to the African 
American community in Florida and indeed all 
Floridians transcends even her many accom-
plishments in sport. Most importantly, she will 
always be remembered as a great leader and 
giant matriarchal figure to the thousands of 
students whose lives she touched. She was a 
champion in all facets of life. On November 
21st, 2016, Ms. Manuel passed away at the 
age of 90 in Tampa, Florida. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of the 
Tampa Bay community, I am proud to honor 
Ms. Theresa A. Manuel for her lifelong service 
and inspirational life. 

TRIBUTE TO JESSE BUNNEY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jesse 
Bunney for being named a 2017 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Jesse Bunney is a Senior Associate at 
CBRE/Hubbell Commercial. One of his main 
goals is to be the leading commercial real es-
tate agent in Des Moines. Jesse dedicates his 
time and abilities to a number of different cen-
tral Iowa organizations including: the Cystic Fi-
brosis Foundation’s Iowa Corporate Board, 
Best Buddies Iowa, Meals from the Heartland, 
and Young Life Des Moines. Above all, his 
highest priorities include being a husband, fa-
ther, and raising his children to be aware of 
the needs of others. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Jesse in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize him today for utilizing his talents to bet-
ter both his community and the great state of 
Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Jesse on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE 2020 PLAN 

HON. CHARLIE CRIST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize an innovative effort in my hometown of 
St. Petersburg, Florida that’s empowering the 
community and changing lives. Looking for 
new solutions to the chronic problem of pov-
erty in the African American community, and 
spearheaded by local activist Gypsy Gallardo, 
a partnership between the Pinellas County 
Urban League, the City of St. Petersburg, and 
over 100 grassroots community organizations, 
known as the 2020 Plan, is already showing 
results. 

The goal is simple and direct—reduce pov-
erty by 30 percent in the South St. Petersburg 
community by 2020. The Plan, focused on 
providing a hand-up, not just a hand-out, is 
holistic. It connects all aspects of society; gov-
ernment, the business community, the non- 
profit sector, and concerned citizens, focusing 
on investment in economically distressed 

areas to generate jobs and revenue, career 
training and education to reduce barriers to 
employment, and providing the necessary so-
cial services to strengthen the family unit. 
Since its inception two years ago, the Plan 
and its partners have raised $2.2 million 
through a combination of grants, private in-
vestment, and donations. 

If the most recent Census data is indicative, 
The Plan is having a real impact. In 2015, the 
poverty rate in this community dropped by 8.5 
percent. That’s compared to a 1.7 percent de-
cline in Florida and a 1.6 percent decline na-
tionally over the same period. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this effort, 
and couldn’t be more proud of my hometown. 
The 2020 Plan underscores the power of com-
munity coming together to care for each other. 
It is inspiring, and holds promise as a model 
for communities across the country. I salute 
their leadership, and look forward to our work-
ing together in the years ahead to reach our 
goal. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RYAN CRANE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Ryan 
Crane for being named a 2017 Forty Under 40 
honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Ryan works with the Community Foundation 
of Greater Des Moines, where he helped to 
raise a record-setting $62 million. Outside of 
work, Ryan is very active within the commu-
nity. He volunteers his time at the Des Moines 
Social Club and the West Des Moines Public 
Art Advisory Council, works to expand the 
local chapter of the New Leaders Council, and 
administers the First Friday Breakfast Club 
scholarship program. In his free time, you can 
find him running or cycling on one of the many 
local trails. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Ryan in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize him today for utilizing his talents to bet-
ter both his community and the great state of 
Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Ryan on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 
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ELWIN MATHEW SELECTED TO 

REPRESENT TEXAS AT CON-
GRESS OF FUTURE SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY LEADERS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Elwin Mathew of Missouri City, 
TX, for being chosen to represent Texas as a 
Delegate at the Congress of Future Science 
and Technology Leaders by the National 
Academy of Future Physicians and Medical 
Scientists. 

Elwin is a junior at Elkins High School. He 
was nominated for this position thanks to his 
excellent academic record and desire to enter 
the Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) field. Through this program he 
will be able to meet some of the most impor-
tant leaders in the STEM industry, including 
Nobel Prize winners and top scientific univer-
sity deans. The Congress of Future Science 
and Technology Leaders is hosted to help mo-
tivate the top students in the country to pursue 
their desired careers in the STEM fields. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Elwin Mathew for being selected as a Dele-
gate at the Congress of Future Science and 
Technology Leaders. We are extremely proud 
and expect great things from him in the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JENNA KNOX 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jenna 
Knox for being named a 2017 Forty Under 40 
honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Jenna is the Director of Strategic Partner-
ships and Development at Planned Parent-
hood of the Heartland, and has been recog-
nized, both locally and nationally, as an ac-
complished sales and development profes-
sional. She is involved in a number of organi-
zations, including the Association of Fund-
raising Professionals, Lead Like a Lady, Na-
tional Philanthropy Day, River Bend Historic 
Home Tour and the Urban Dreams 2017 cam-
paign. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Jenna in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of 

Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Jenna on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

f 

SOUTH CAROLINA ARMY NA-
TIONAL GUARD DEPLOYMENT 
CEREMONY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday, I was grateful to attend the de-
ployment ceremony for the 742nd Support 
Maintenance Company of the South Carolina 
Army National Guard. 

These remarkable men and women de-
parted Eagle Aviation in West Columbia, 
South Carolina, for training in Texas before 
heading to Eastern Europe for their yearlong 
deployment to support our European allies of 
Poland and Romania. They will participate in 
Operation Atlantic Resolve, a critical part of 
our response to Russia’s hostile actions in 
Ukraine and Georgia to promote peace 
through strength. 

As Chairman of the House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness, but, more impor-
tantly, as the father of four sons who have all 
served overseas, I was deeply grateful for the 
opportunity to thank the servicemembers and 
their families for their service and sacrifice. 

Under the leadership of President Donald 
Trump, Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis, and 
South Carolina’s Adjutant General, Major Gen-
eral Bob Livingston, I am confident the 742nd 
Support Maintenance Company will have the 
resources and leadership to be successful and 
accomplish their mission of solidarity with our 
NATO allies. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops and we 
will never forget September 11th in the global 
War on Terrorism. Godspeed to the 742nd 
Support Maintenance Company. You will be in 
our thoughts and prayers. 

f 

REECE KEMP SELECTED TO REP-
RESENT TEXAS AT CONGRESS 
OF FUTURE SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY LEADERS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Reece Kemp of Katy, TX, for 
being chosen to represent Texas as a Dele-
gate at the Congress of Future Science and 
Technology Leaders by the National Academy 
of Future Physicians and Medical Scientists. 

Reece is a senior at Cinco Ranch High 
School. He was nominated for this position 
thanks to his excellent academic record and 
desire to enter the Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math (STEM) field. Through this 
program, he will be able to meet some of the 
most important leaders in the STEM industry, 
including Nobel Prize winners and top sci-

entific university deans. The Congress of Fu-
ture Science and Technology Leaders is 
hosted to help motivate the top students in the 
country to pursue their desired careers in the 
STEM fields. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Reece Kemp for being selected as a Dele-
gate at the Congress of Future Science and 
Technology Leaders. We are extremely proud 
and expect great things from him in the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALEX BRODERICK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Alex 
Broderick for being named a 2017 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Alex Broderick is a Senior Property Man-
ager at Hubbell Realty Company. Outside of 
work Alex has a real passion for volunteerism 
and sports. He serves as chair of the City of 
Waukee Planning and Zoning Commission, 
and has a goal to expand company-wide vol-
unteerism at Hubbell Realty Company. He is 
also a board member of Courage League 
Sports, and hopes to see a recreational ath-
letic facility in downtown Des Moines some-
day. Above all, he maintains his focus on the 
‘‘Three F’s’’ of Family, Faith and Friends, as 
his grandfather Phil taught him. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Alex in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize him today for utilizing his talents to bet-
ter both his community and the great state of 
Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Alex on receiving this esteemed 
designation, thanking those at Business 
Record for their great work, and wishing each 
member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 class a 
long and successful career. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
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any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2017 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MARCH 1 

Time to be announced 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Charles R. Breyer, of Cali-
fornia, and Danny C. Reeves, of Ken-
tucky, each to be a Member of the 
United States Sentencing Commission, 
S. 419, to require adequate reporting on 
the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits 
program, and committee rules of proce-
dure for the 115th Congress. 

TBA 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine improving 
access to infrastructure for commu-
nities across the country. 

SD–106 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the effects 

of border insecurity and immigration 
enforcement on American commu-
nities. 

SD–342 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
The American Legion. 

SD–G50 

10:15 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
To receive a closed briefing on global 

counterterrorism. 
SVC–217 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on the Budget 

Business meeting to consider committee 
rules of procedure for the 115th Con-
gress. 

SD–608 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine flood con-

trol infrastructure, focusing on safety 
questions raised by current events. 

SD–406 
Committee on Finance 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nation of Seema Verma, of Indiana, to 
be Administrator of the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices. 

SD–215 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold a joint hearing with the House 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States. 

SD–G50 

MARCH 2 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine cyber strat-
egy and policy. 

SH–216 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Communications, Tech-

nology, Innovation, and the Internet 
To hold hearings to examine the value of 

spectrum to the U.S. economy. 
SD–G50 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine Venezuela, 
focusing on options for U.S. policy. 

SD–419 
2 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-

tain intelligence matters. 
SH–219 

MARCH 8 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. 

SH–216 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine the global 
nuclear weapons environment. 

SR–222 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
Indian affairs priorities for the Trump 
Administration. 

SD–628 

MARCH 9 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
multiple veterans service organiza-
tions. 

SD–G50 

MARCH 22 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
multiple veterans service organiza-
tions. 

SD–G50 
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