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PRIVATE FIRST CLASS BUFORD 
JOHNSON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Private First 
Class Buford Johnson, a World War II Army 
veteran for his service to our country. 

Buford Johnson served in the United States 
Army from June 1943 to September 1945. 
During this time, he served as a half-track 
driver, gunner driver and a convoy driver. On 
August 10, 1944, Buford was deployed to the 
United Kingdom where he and his company 
crossed the English Channel and landed in 
France. Buford and his company were on the 
beach for three days and three nights, 
marched by foot, traveled by train, and finally 
arrived at their trucks. After driving more than 
40 miles to deliver their supplies, they then 
marched seven miles over the mountains of 
France to the front lines. 

Buford served in France, Germany, Nor-
mandy, and Northern France in the 5th Divi-
sion, 3rd Army under the command of General 
George Patton during the Battle of the Bulge. 
On November 10, 1944, Buford was injured by 
a piece of shrapnel which hit below his knee. 
After receiving battlefield care, he returned to 
fighting on the front lines. His military awards 
and decorations include the Bronze Star 
Medal, Purple Heart Medal, Army Good Con-
duct Medal, American Campaign Medal, Euro-
pean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal 
(with 3 bronze service stars), World War II 
Victory Medal, Army of Occupation Medal with 
Germany Clasp, Combat Infantryman Badge, 
1st Award, Marksman Badge—Expert, Sharp-
shooter with the Marksman Clasp, and the 
WWII Honorable Service Lapel Pin. 

After Buford returned home, he worked in 
both Wyoming and Montana as a ranch hand 
performing jobs including fence mending, cat-
tle herding and irrigation work for 40 years. 
Seventeen years ago, Buford moved to Den-
ver where he now lives with his daughter, Dar-
lene, and son-in-law, Vincent. 

I extend my deepest appreciation to Private 
First Class Buford Johnson for his dedication, 
integrity and outstanding service to the United 
States of America. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NATE BOULTON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Nate 
Boulton for being named a 2017 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 

a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Nate is a partner at Hedberg & Boulton, 
P.C., where he practices workers compensa-
tion, personal injury, and labor law. Nate is a 
former Vice President of the Iowa Association 
for Justice, and former President of the Iowa 
Workers’ Compensation Advisory Committee. 
He also serves as a grader for the Iowa Bar 
Examination. Last year, Nate was elected to 
the Iowa State Senate, representing the east 
side of Des Moines and Pleasant Hill. When 
he is not passionately advocating for workers, 
Nate serves as an Adjunct Professor at Simp-
son College, and has completed 32 marathons 
in 17 states since 2011. He is married to his 
wife, Andrea. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Nate in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize him today for utilizing his talents to bet-
ter both his community and the great state of 
Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Nate on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF AC-
TIVIST AND CONSTITUENT 
DAVID BURWELL 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor David Burwell who passed away on 
February 1, 2017. David will be remembered 
as a passionate activist for conservation and 
environmental advocacy. In a decades-long 
career, he made many important contributions 
to environmental progress through his early 
work with the National Wildlife Federation, by 
co-founding the visionary Rails-to-Trails Con-
servancy (RTC), and in serving as director of 
the Energy and Climate Program at the Car-
negie Endowment for International Peace. 

Mr. Burwell is remembered by his RTC co- 
founder Peter Harkin as ‘‘a voracious learner 
and a fearless instigator,’’ for whom ‘‘no unex-
plored fact was too insignificant, and no chal-
lenge was too large.’’ These qualities served 
him well in the 1980s, when all across the 
country, thousands of miles of railroad were 
falling out of use each year. Instead of simply 
watching this land be sold-off and re-devel-

oped, Mr. Burwell worked with Congress to 
preserve railroad corridors as hiking trails for 
current and future generations of outdoor en-
thusiasts and railroad history buffs. 

He is survived by his wife Irini, his son and 
daughter-in-law, his two granddaughters, and 
his brother. May his life’s work be an inspira-
tion to all of us. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KHOJALY MAS-
SACRE 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this week marks 
the 25th Anniversary of the massacre of hun-
dreds of people in the town of Khojaly in what 
was the largest killing of ethnic Azerbaijani ci-
vilians in the course of the Armenia-Azerbaijan 
conflict. Khojaly, which is located in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, was 
once home to 7,000 people. That was before 
Armenian armed forces descended on the 
town in a final attempt to take over the city on 
February 26, 1992. Armenian armed forces 
massacred over 600 unarmed people, includ-
ing 106 women and 83 children, and left less 
than 2,000 survivors. Hundreds more became 
disabled due to their horrific injuries. More 
than one hundred children lost a parent and 
25 children lost both parents. At least 8 fami-
lies were completely killed. 

Even though a ceasefire went into effect 
over two decades ago, more than 20 percent 
of Azerbaijan’s territory, including Nagorno- 
Karabakh and seven surrounding districts, re-
main occupied and more than 1 million 
Azerbaijanis remain refugees unable to return 
to their home villages. Ongoing violence along 
the line of contact surrounding occupied Azer-
baijani territory reinforces the urgency of ro-
bust American participation in the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe’s 
(OSCE) Minsk Group as it works toward a 
peaceful resolution of the Azerbaijan-Armenia 
conflict. 

Azerbaijan is the only country that borders 
both Russia and Iran, and yet Azerbaijan has 
been a strong partner of the United States and 
its allies in security and energy matters. This 
cooperation has included: playing a leadership 
role in nonproliferation issues; providing troops 
to serve shoulder-to-shoulder with U.S. forces 
in Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan; allowing 
transit of non-lethal equipment used by coali-
tion forces through Azerbaijan to Afghanistan; 
construction of the Southern Gas Corridor 
from the Caspian Sea to Italy, thereby pro-
viding Europe with an alternative to Russian 
energy sources; and supplying 40 percent of 
Israel’s oil. Azerbaijan also has a thriving Jew-
ish community and has outstanding relations 
with Israel. 

I invite my colleagues to join me and our 
Azerbaijani friends in recognizing and remem-
bering the horrible events that occurred during 
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the Khojaly Massacre twenty-five years ago. 
As Azerbaijanis in all parts of the world com-
memorate the massacre and continue to 
grieve the loss of loved ones, let us commit 
ourselves to supporting non-violent efforts to 
resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and of 
reforms that promote peace and stability 
throughout the Southern Caucasus region. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRIANNE SANCHEZ 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Brianne 
Sanchez for being named a 2017 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Brianne is the Community Relations Man-
ager at Principal Financial Group, and is very 
active in the young professional’s community 
in Des Moines. She was honored as the 2015 
YPC Amy Jennings YP Impact Award winner, 
and co-founded the Des Moines Chapter of 
the Young Nonprofit Professionals Network. 
Brianne enjoys spending time with her hus-
band Joe and children Emmett and Eileen, es-
pecially going for family bike rides. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Brianne in the United 
States Congress and it is with great pride that 
I recognize her today for utilizing her talents to 
better both her community and the great state 
of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Brianne on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

f 

OBSERVING MARFAN AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
observance of February as National Marfan 
Awareness Month and to pay tribute to the 
hundreds of thousands of Americans who are 
living with Marfan syndrome and related con-
nective tissue disorders. 

Marfan syndrome is a rare genetic condi-
tion. About 1 in 5,000 Americans carries a mu-
tation in a gene called fibrillin–1 which results 
in an overproduction of a protein called trans-
forming growth factor beta or TGFB. The in-

creased TGFB impacts connective tissue and 
since connective tissue is found throughout 
the body, Marfan syndrome features can 
manifest throughout the body. Patients often 
have disproportionately long limbs, a pro-
truding or indented chest bone, curved spine, 
and loose joints. However, it is not the out-
ward signs that concern Marfan syndrome pa-
tients, but the effects the condition has on the 
internal systems of the body. Most notably, in 
Marfan patients the large artery, known as the 
aorta, which carries blood away from the 
heart, is weakened and prone to enlargement 
and potentially fatal rupture. 

An early and accurate diagnosis, regular 
monitoring, and, in some cases, therapies or 
medical interventions are necessary to prevent 
cardiac events. This is why I believe it is im-
portant to develop a program to support, as-
sist, and encourage states to incorporate 
Marfan syndrome testing into their sports 
screening criteria for at-risk young athletes. 
Few states include Marfan syndrome testing in 
their sports screening for high school athletes 
which leads to Marfan syndrome-related tho-
racic aortic aneurysm and dissection claiming 
the lives of young athletes across the country 
each year. 

I am proud to have come to know the na-
tion’s foremost organization working to support 
the Marfan community, the Marfan Founda-
tion, through their strong advocacy work on 
Capitol Hill. The Foundation was founded in 
1981 and has worked tirelessly to improve the 
lives of individuals affected by Marfan syn-
drome and related connective tissue disorders 
by advancing research, raising awareness, 
and providing support. 

I urge my colleagues to stand with me and 
reflect on the work that needs to be done to 
ensure that patients with rare conditions can 
expect to see sustained and meaningful im-
provements in their health and healthcare over 
the next 30 years. I urge my colleagues to 
stand with me and recognize National Marfan 
Awareness Month. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LONDON ROBERSON 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor McKamy Middle School student London 
Roberson for her dedication and commitment 
to helping those affected by heart disease. 
The 13 year old, who started fundraising in 
kindergarten, has raised an astounding 
$55,000 for the American Heart Association 
through Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for 
Heart. 

London’s passion for helping those affected 
by heart disease started at a young age. After 
losing a grandfather to a heart attack and wit-
nessing several family members struggle with 
cardiovascular issues, London jumped into ac-
tion and began fundraising for the American 
Heart Association. This month, London and 
the American Heart Association have orga-
nized a students versus teachers basketball 
game at her Flower Mound middle school that 
will not only raise funds for those in need, but 
will increase awareness of this devastating 
disease. 

London’s compassion for those suffering 
from heart disease and her commitment to or-

ganizing creative and fun ways to raise funds 
and increase awareness is inspirational and I 
am proud to represent her and McKamy Mid-
dle School in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COURTNEY SHAW 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Courtney 
Shaw for being named a 2017 Forty Under 40 
honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Courtney is a Senior Public Relations Ac-
count Manager at Strategic America, where 
she develops, manages and oversees public 
relations and marketing campaigns for clients. 
She also serves as vice president of the 
Health Birth Day/Count the Kicks Campaign 
and Public Relations Chair of Central Iowa 
Public Relations Society of America. She also 
devotes her time at the Winterset Food Pan-
try, Pinky Swear campaign, and as a profes-
sional advisor at Drake University and Simp-
son College. Courtney and her husband Bret 
have three young sons, Beck, Barrett and 
Blaine. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Courtney in the United 
States Congress and it is with great pride that 
I recognize her today for utilizing her talents to 
better both her community and the great state 
of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Courtney on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ALEXION ON 
ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, twenty-five 
years ago, in New Haven’s Science Park, in 
an incubator space dedicated to research and 
development in the biotech industry, Dr. Leon-
ard Bell celebrated the opening of Alexion 
Pharmaceuticals. From that day forward, 
Alexion has strived to meet its mission, to de-
velop and deliver life-transforming therapies 
for patients with devastating and rare dis-
eases. 
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Alexion is one of New Haven and Connecti-

cut’s greatest biotech success stories. In less 
than a decade, the company grew far beyond 
the incubator space of Science Park, first 
moving to new facilities in Cheshire, opening 
a bio-manufacturing facility in Rhode Island 
and establishing operations in Europe. I am 
proud to say that just last year we celebrated 
the return of Alexion’s global headquarters to 
New Haven where they continue their good 
work in a new state-of-the-art facility that is 
anchor to an entire downtown revitalization ef-
fort. 

Alexion is special in many ways, but what 
makes them most unique is their commitment 
to patients who are all too often invisible to 
others. Alexion is dedicated to the develop-
ment of drugs and therapies for some of the 
most rare diseases in the world, extending 
hope to patients and families who have no-
where else to turn. 

Alexion first found success with the develop-
ment of Soliris, the world’s first approved ter-
minal complement inhibitor. Today, Soliris is 
approved in nearly 50 countries for the treat-
ment of patients with paroxysmal nocturnal he-
moglobinuria (PNH) and in more than 40 
countries for the treatment of patients with 
atypical hemolytic uremic syndrome (aHUS), 
two life-threatening, ultra-rare disorders 
caused by uncontrolled complement activation. 
In more recent years, Alexion’s metabolic fran-
chise has grown to include two highly innova-
tive enzyme replacement therapies for patients 
with life-threatening and ultra-rare disorders: 
Strensiq is approved for patients with 
hypophosphatasia (HPP) and Kanuma is ap-
proved for patients with lysosomal acid lipase 
deficiency. 

Patients with these life-threatening diseases 
have no effective treatment options, and they 
and their families suffer with little hope. 
Alexion’s goal has and continues to be to de-
liver medical breakthroughs where none cur-
rently exist. They are driven because they 
know people’s lives depend on their work. 

Today, Alexion employs nearly 3,000 people 
around the world, serving patients in 50 coun-
tries. From that small incubator space in 
Science Park, Alexion has emerged as one of 
the world’s leading rare disease companies, 
advancing the most robust rare disease pipe-
line in the biotech industry. I was proud to 
stand with Dr. Bell as Alexion opened its 
doors and I am proud to stand today to extend 
my heartfelt congratulations to Alexion Phar-
maceuticals as they celebrate this remarkable 
milestone. Happy 25th Anniversary and best 
wishes for continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN JOHN 
‘‘GIDDY UP’’ BUNCH 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Captain 
John ‘‘Giddy Up’’ Bunch, a Southwest Flo-
ridian and a Marine Corps veteran who served 
in Vietnam. As the owner of GiddyUp Fishing 
Charters in St. James City, Florida, Captain 
Bunch combined his love for fishing with his 
love for our country when he invited a group 
of servicemen fishing out of gratitude for their 

service. This inspired him to dedicate his time 
to giving back to our veterans, which he did by 
founding Operation Open Arms. 

The organization’s mission is to recruit peo-
ple and businesses that are willing to donate 
their services and support to troops on leave, 
or those returning home, to give them a much- 
needed respite from their service. Since 2005, 
with over 300 volunteers supporting the pro-
gram, Operation Open Arms has provided joy 
to over 3,000 servicemen and women and 
their families by providing services including 
vacations, weddings, fishing trips, counseling 
programs and funeral funds, totaling over $13 
million in benefits. 

Captain Bunch was awarded the status of 
Honorary Life Member of American Legion 
Post 135 in Naples, Florida, and received the 
Outstanding Civilian Service Award at the 
Chief of Staff of the Army Salute last Sep-
tember, further exemplifying his dedication to 
making Operation Open Arms a success. His 
generosity and patriotism are an inspiration to 
us all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BETH SHELTON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Beth 
Shelton for being named a 2017 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Beth is the CEO of Girl Scouts of Greater 
Iowa, where she provides leadership and stra-
tegic direction for all staff and volunteers in 
portions of Iowa, Nebraska and South Dakota. 
Her extensive experience has helped ensure 
the Girl Scouts remains a strong organization, 
and her work in innovation and fundraising 
has earned her a reputation of hard work and 
respect. Outside of her work with the Girl 
Scouts, Beth is a Rotary member, is involved 
in various philanthropic endeavors, and coach-
es youth basketball and softball. She lives in 
Des Moines with her husband Mark, two 
daughters, Grace and Millie, and a black lab, 
Samson. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Beth in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of 
Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Beth on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll 
call votes 100, 101 and 102 on Monday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2017. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Yea roll call votes 100 and 102, 
and Nay on roll call vote 101. 

f 

HONORING THE GREATER NEW 
HAVEN NAACP ON THEIR 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to rise today to extend my 
heartfelt congratulations to the Greater New 
Haven NAACP as they mark their centennial 
anniversary, a remarkable milestone for this 
tremendous organization. 

Over the course of its 100-year history, the 
Greater New Haven NAACP has been an in-
valuable resource for our community. Serving 
fourteen towns, they are constantly working to 
bring awareness to a variety of issues. From 
racial disparities in employment, housing, 
transportation, health, law enforcement and 
education, their fight for justice has been tire-
less. 

They have strived to continually educate, 
impact and engage our community by spon-
soring events like an annual health expo, cele-
brating the contributions of community mem-
bers at their annual Freedom Fund dinner and 
organizing voter registration and turn-out pro-
grams. Their efforts have gone a long way to-
ward making sure that all of our community 
members enjoy equal opportunity. 

Though inequality and injustice continue to 
challenge our society, it is organizations like 
the Greater New Haven NAACP who help us 
all to meet overcome those challenges. It is 
through the commitment of their leadership 
and their members that they are ensuring a 
promising future for our families, our children, 
and our communities. 

I would be remiss if I did not extend a spe-
cial note of thanks and appreciation to the 
leadership of the Greater New Haven NAACP 
for their outstanding vision. It has been a privi-
lege to work with them over my tenure in Con-
gress. 

As the voice of our African-American com-
munity, the Greater New Haven NAACP has 
improved countless lives. Today, as we mark 
their 100th Anniversary, we also renew our 
commitment to those ideals upon which the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People was founded, the causes of 
social justice and equality, the importance of 
community and public service, and the hope 
for a better tomorrow. I am honored to stand 
today to extend my heartfelt congratulations to 
the Greater New Haven NAACP on their cen-
tennial anniversary. As we say in Italian, Cent’ 
Anni to another 100 years. 
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TRIBUTE TO KELLY SPARKS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Kelly 
Sparks for being named a 2017 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

After six years of experience in event plan-
ning, Kelly launched Socialize Event Planning 
and Management in 2010. She loves being 
behind the scenes and working to ensure that 
every detail falls into place. Kelly is also an 
active volunteer for the Des Moines Metro 
Opera and has served on the boards of mul-
tiple young professional and cultural organiza-
tions in Des Moines. She and her husband, 
Kurt, live in West Des Moines with their son, 
Winston, and daughter, Simone. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Kelly in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of 
Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Kelly on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AMERICAN RED 
CROSS MONTH 2017 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize American Red Cross 
Month. In Missouri’s Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict we have a long history of helping our 
neighbors in need. American Red Cross 
Month is a special time to recognize and thank 
our heroes, those Red Cross volunteers and 
donors who give of their time and resources to 
help community members. 

These heroes help families find shelter after 
a home fire. They give blood to help trauma 
victims and cancer patients. They deliver com-
fort items to military members in the hospital. 
They use their lifesaving skills to save some-
one from a heart attack, drowning or choking. 
They enable children around the globe to be 
vaccinated against measles and rubella. 

The American Red Cross depends on local 
heroes to deliver help and hope during a dis-
aster. We applaud our heroes here in Mis-
souri’s Eighth Congressional District who give 
of themselves to assist their neighbors when 
they need a helping hand. 

Across the country and around the world, 
the American Red Cross responds to disasters 
big and small. In fact, every eight minutes the 
organization responds to a community disaster 
by providing shelter, food, emotional support 
and other necessities to those affected. It col-
lects nearly 40 percent of the nation’s blood 
supply; provides 24-hour support to military 
members, veterans and their families; teaches 
millions lifesaving skills, such as lifeguarding 
and CPR; and through its Restoring Family 
Links program, connects family members sep-
arated by crisis, conflict or migration. 

We dedicate the month of March to all those 
who support the American Red Cross mission 
to prevent and alleviate human suffering in the 
face of emergencies. Our community depends 
on the American Red Cross, which relies on 
donations of time, money and blood to fulfill its 
humanitarian mission. 

As we celebrate March 2017 as American 
Red Cross Month, it is my pleasure to recog-
nize the organization before the House of 
Representatives and thank them for their com-
mitment to communities all across this great 
nation. 

f 

HONORING NATASSJA KUZNET- 
SOVA OF BASKING RIDGE, NEW 
JERSEY 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and honor a student from my dis-
trict who has achieved national recognition for 
exemplary volunteer service in her community. 

Nastassja Kuznetsova, of Basking Ridge, 
has just been named one of the top honorees 
in New Jersey by the 2017 Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards program, an annual honor 
conferred on the most impressive student vol-
unteers in each state. 

Ms. Kuznetsova is being recognized for or-
ganizing a 5k run that has raised more than 
$12,000 for lung cancer research since 2014. 
Nastassja started the Legwork for Lungs 5k 
run to help support a family friend who had 
been diagnosed with lung cancer. In addition 
to her philanthropy initiative, Nastassja also 
started the Legwork for Lungs club at her high 
school, created an exhibit at the Liberty 
Science Center and launched a social media 
campaign to raise awareness of the disease. 

It’s vital that we encourage and support the 
kind of selfless contribution this young citizen 
has made. People of all ages need to think 
more about how we, as individual citizens, can 
work together at the local level to ensure the 
health and vitality of our towns and neighbor-
hoods. Young volunteers like Nastassja are in-
spiring examples to all of us, and are among 
our brightest hopes for a better tomorrow. 

The program that brought this young role 
model to our attention, The Prudential Spirit of 

Community Awards, was created by Prudential 
Financial in partnership with the National As-
sociation of Secondary School Principals in 
1995 to impress upon all youth volunteers that 
their contributions are critically important and 
highly valued, and to inspire other young peo-
ple to follow their example. Over the past 22 
years, the program has become the nation’s 
largest youth recognition effort based solely on 
community service, and has honored more 
than 115,000 young volunteers at the local, 
state and national level. 

Ms. Kuznetsova should be extremely proud 
to have been singled out from the thousands 
of dedicated volunteers who participated in 
this year’s program. I heartily applaud Ms. 
Kuznetsova for her initiative in joining the fight 
against cancer. She has demonstrated a level 
of commitment and accomplishment that is 
truly extraordinary in today’s world, and de-
serves our sincere admiration and respect. 
Her actions show that young Americans can 
and do play important roles in our commu-
nities, and that America’s community spirit 
continues to hold tremendous promise for the 
future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALYSSA YOUNG 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Alyssa 
Young for being named a 2017 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Alyssa is the Assistant Director of Internal & 
Strategic Communications at Drake University, 
where she received her Masters in Commu-
nication Leadership. Outside of work she is in-
volved in Lead Like a Lady, Volunteers of 
Greater Des Moines Habitat Young Profes-
sionals and the national Habitat Young Profes-
sionals Advisory Council. Alyssa was also re-
cently recognized as a finalist for the 2016 
YPC Amy Jennings YP Impact Award. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Alyssa in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of 
Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Alyssa on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF KAREN 

BAYNES-DUNNING 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Karen Baynes-Dunning for 
her noteworthy work as a lawyer and former 
Juvenile Court judge in the state of Georgia. 
Ms. Baynes-Dunning will be honored at the 
18th Annual Justice Robert Benham Awards 
for Community Service on Tuesday, February 
28, 2017 in Atlanta, Georgia. Since 1998, the 
Benham Awards have been presented to 
Georgia lawyers and judges in recognition of 
their commitment to volunteerism and the 
positive contributions to their communities. 

Karen Baynes-Dunning earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Politics from Wake Forest University 
in 1989 and a juris doctorate degree from the 
University of California at Berkeley in 1992. 
She began her legal career as an associate at 
Alston & Bird in Atlanta. In 1996–1998, she 
served in the Fulton County Juvenile Court as 
the first Executive Director of the new Court 
Appointed Special Advocates program and 
then as Director of Program Development. In 
1998, she was appointed as an Associate 
Judge in the Fulton County Juvenile Court. 

Following these legal roles, Ms. Baynes- 
Dunning became involved in the world of aca-
demia. She served in the Carl Vinson Institute 
of Government at the University of Georgia 
and was appointed as an Associate Professor 
at the University of Alabama College of 
Human Environmental Science. Drawing upon 
her experience with juveniles in the court sys-
tem, she was appointed in 2013 to lead the 
State Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative, 
an Alabama statewide juvenile justice reform 
effort. In Georgia, Ms. Baynes-Dunning now 
serves as President of Baynes-Dunning Con-
sulting and as one of two Federal Monitors 
overseeing reform efforts in the Georgia De-
partment of Family and Children Services. 

With a passion for improving the lives of 
children and young adults in the court system, 
Ms. Baynes-Dunning has been a strong advo-
cate for juvenile justice reform. She served on 
the American Bar Association’s Project for Ju-
dicial Excellence in Child Abuse and Neglect 
Proceedings and taught a juvenile justice 
course as a Visiting Clinical Professor at 
Emory University School of Law. 

Ms. Baynes-Dunning lives in Albany, Geor-
gia, where her husband, Art Dunning, serves 
as president of Albany State University. She is 
an active member of many professional and 
civic organizations through which she continu-
ously devotes her time to bettering the com-
munity, both in Albany and throughout the 
state of Georgia. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, ‘‘Life’s 
most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What 
are you doing for others?’’ Karen Baynes-Dun-
ning undoubtedly lives by this philosophy. 
From her advocacy for young people in court 
to her efforts to reform juvenile justice, her 
work has made a tremendous impact on the 
lives of children and families. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me, my wife, Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in congratulating Karen 
Baynes-Dunning on receiving a well-deserved 

Justice Robert Benham Award recognizing her 
commitment and contributions to the commu-
nity. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL SAMUEL SILER 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Siler for 
his service in the U.S. Air Force and Army, his 
leadership with the Gloucester Township 
Council and as a community leader in many 
other areas. 

Sam Siler passed away a week ago at the 
age of 84. He will be remembered by not only 
his wife Joyce, his children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren but also by many people 
across this country. From Southern New Jer-
sey to the Pentagon and beyond, Sam made 
a profound impression on the lives of many. 

Lt. Col. Siler joined the armed forces and 
served with distinction in both the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars. He served with the United 
States Air Force for three years and with the 
United States Army for seventeen more. 

Sam retired from the armed services in 
1974 at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and his 
honorable services with the armed forces 
earned him many medals, achievements and 
accolades that are a testament to the pride 
taken in him by his nation. 

An active member of his community, Sam 
served on the Gloucester Township Council 
for over a decade including a year as Presi-
dent of Council. 

Never forgetting his fellow veterans, Lt. Col. 
Siler never stopped volunteering for and lead-
ing efforts to support those less fortunate than 
himself. Additionally, the Blackwood Rotary 
Club benefited from years of his volunteering 
and fundraising efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, Lieutenant Colonel Samuel 
Siler, was a great American whose dedication 
to serving our country and our community is 
an inspiration to us all. I join with his family, 
friends, and a grateful nation in honoring the 
selfless service of this extraordinary man. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HANNA WOLLE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Hanna 
Wolle for being named a 2017 Forty Under 40 
honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 

will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Hanna works in the Life Insurance Adminis-
tration division of Principal Financial Group, 
but her true passion is music. A professional 
violinist, she plays with the Des Moines Sym-
phony and has co-founded two musical 
groups, the classical string quartet, Quartet 
515 and the DSM Dueling Fiddles group. She 
strives to break the traditional stereotypes of 
classical music, and through collaborations 
with musicians across genres, hopes to rede-
fine how people interact and appreciate clas-
sical music. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Hanna in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of 
Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Hanna on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

f 

HONORING GREATER MOUNT ZION 
AME CHURCH 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to recognize the 108th Anni-
versary of Greater Mount Zion AME Church in 
Dania Beach, Florida. 

First organized in 1909, Greater Mount Zion 
has a rich and inspirational history. 

Not long after establishing its home in 1923, 
the church was demolished by a hurricane 
three short years later, leaving only a bible 
and the pulpit standing. 

Church members worked faithfully and were 
determined to rebuild, even if only in spirit and 
worship, and under the stewardship of several 
pastoral leaders, the Greater Mount Zion fam-
ily always pressed forward together. 

Throughout the 1940s and 1950s Greater 
Mount Zion flourished as a spiritual beacon for 
Dania Beach residents and in the 1960s, a 
building fund was started with just five hun-
dred dollars. This fund would increase over 
time and help the church continue to expand 
and grow until a permanent church home was 
built. 

The resilience and determination of Greater 
Mount Zion is testament to the character and 
steadfast faith of leadership and parishioners 
alike. 

They never allowed temporary setbacks to 
hold them down. With their unshakeable faith 
and hard work, members gained new strength 
with each year and in 1986, with the 
groundbreaking of a beautiful new church, 
they witnessed a dream become a reality. 

Today, under the leadership of Reverend 
Paul R. Wiggins, Greater Mount Zion has ele-
vated its congregation with an enthusiastic 
spirit to meet the needs of all its members, 
from the elders who persevered to keep the 
congregation alive, to the new generation who 
follow in the footsteps of their ancestors. 

It is with great admiration that I commend 
the visionary leadership of Greater Mount Zion 
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AME Church and offer my heartfelt apprecia-
tion to the members for keeping the hopes 
and dreams of its founders alive for a century. 

Thank you for being a blessing and bright 
light for so many in Broward County and con-
gratulations on one hundred and luminous 
years. May you celebrate and serve the needs 
and spirits of many for years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
HONORABLE LEROY JOHNSON 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the work and service of a 
prominent attorney, exemplary civil rights lead-
er, and former Georgia State Senator, the 
Honorable Leroy Reginald Johnson. Senator 
Johnson will be honored at the 18th Annual 
Justice Robert Benham Awards for Commu-
nity Service on Tuesday, February 28, 2017 in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Senator Johnson will be 
awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award, the 
highest recognition given by the State Bar of 
Georgia and the Chief Justice’s Commission 
on Professionalism to a lawyer or judge who 
has demonstrated an extraordinarily long and 
distinguished commitment to volunteer partici-
pation in the community throughout his or her 
legal career. 

Leroy Reginald Johnson was born on July 
28, 1928 in Atlanta, Georgia. He graduated 
from Booker T. Washington High School in 
1945. He went on to earn a bachelor’s degree 
from Morehouse College in 1949 and a mas-
ter’s degree from Atlanta University (now Clark 
Atlanta University) in 1951. From 1950 to 
1954, Senator Johnson taught social science 
in the Atlanta school system. He then enrolled 
in law school at North Carolina Central Univer-
sity, earning his law degree in 1957. 

Following his graduation from law school, 
Fulton County hired him as a criminal investi-
gator, the first African American to be hired by 
the solicitor general’s office (now the district 
attorney’s office). As the Civil Rights Move-
ment ramped up, he became involved in dem-
onstrations and protests. When black college 
students conducted mass sit-ins at Rich’s De-
partment Store lunch counters in October 
1960, he was present as one of the several 
community leaders advising the students, who 
included Julian Bond. 

In 1962, he was elected to the Georgia 
State Senate, making him the first African 
American to be elected to the Georgia Gen-
eral Assembly since the end of the Recon-
struction Era. He was also the first African 
American elected to public office in the South-
east United Mates that year. In the beginning, 
Senator Johnson faced many obstacles due to 
segregation but rose above the adversity, be-
coming an influential lawmaker and attaining 
the position of chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

All the while, Senator Johnson has main-
tained a successful law practice. He was the 
driving force in getting the legendary Muham-
mad Ali’s boxing license reinstated in 1970. Ali 
had been stripped of his boxing license in the 
prime of his career due to his opposition to the 
Vietnam War. After big cities across the coun-
try refused to host a match in which Ali would 

participate, Senator Johnson offered Atlanta 
as a location where the fight could take place. 
Senator Johnson fought behind the scenes to 
get state and local officials to agree so that ul-
timately, Muhammad Ali could fight inside the 
ring in a match that would lead the way for Ali 
to eventually reclaim the heavyweight crown. 

Over the years, Senator Johnson received 
many awards and accolades for his legal, po-
litical, and social work. In 1996, his portrait 
was hung on the third floor of the State Cap-
itol near the Senate chamber where he served 
for twelve years. In 2000, the Senate passed 
a resolution renaming a portion of Fulton In-
dustrial Boulevard as Leroy Johnson-Fulton In-
dustrial Boulevard. Senator Johnson has ac-
complished much in his life but none of this 
would be possible without the love and sup-
port of his wife, Cleopatra, and son, Michael 
Vince. 

On a personal note, I have had the great 
pleasure of knowing Senator Johnson since 
high school in 1964 when he spoke in Mont-
gomery, Alabama at the Alabama State Asso-
ciation of Student Councils’ meeting where I 
was presiding as State Student Council Presi-
dent. I was inspired by this successful lawyer 
and public official and was motivated to emu-
late his career path. I became a lawyer and 
twelve years after meeting him, I was elected 
to the Georgia General Assembly and later, to 
the U.S. Congress. I have truly been blessed 
by Senator Johnson’s friendship, counsel and 
mentorship throughout the years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
and my wife, Vivian, and the people of the 
state of Georgia, in honoring former State 
Senator Leroy Johnson for his outstanding 
professional achievements and service. We 
congratulate Senator Johnson on receiving the 
Justice Robert Benham Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAGGIE WHITE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Maggie 
White for being named a 2017 Forty Under 40 
honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Maggie is a staff attorney at EMC Insurance 
and a 2013 graduate with honors from Drake 
University School of Law. During her time at 
Drake University she served as the Projects 
Editor for the Drake Law Review. Before join-
ing EMC, she spent three years in private 
practice focusing on employment litigation, 
and since 2015 has been recognized as a 
Great Plains Rising Star by Super Lawyers. In 

her free time, Maggie enjoys running half mar-
athons, trying new restaurants with her dinner 
club, and conquering the New York Times 
Sunday crossword. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Maggie in the United 
States Congress and it is with great pride that 
I recognize her today for utilizing her talents to 
better both her community and the great state 
of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Maggie on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND JENNIE LOU 
DIVINE REID 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to honor South Florida spir-
itual leader Reverend Jennie Lou Divine Reid. 

Reverend Reid serves as spiritual leader of 
St. Faith’s Episcopal Church in Cutler Bay, 
Florida and is retiring after seventeen years of 
service as an ordained minister. 

Reverend Reid has provided religious guid-
ance to church members and their families, 
enhancing their spiritual lives through music, 
art and liturgy. She has continuously uplifted 
vulnerable populations through her selfless 
work with the parish food pantry, her dedica-
tion to seniors in a nearby retirement commu-
nity, and her work with Episcopal Charities. 

Further demonstrating her commitment to 
social justice, Reverend Reid has ensured ev-
eryone may worship comfortably and created 
a Spanish congregation and a regular service 
for those affected by AIDS. 

Reverend Reid’s heart is larger than life. 
Her compassionate nature serves as an ex-
ample for not only church members, but for all 
who are fortunate enough to be touched by 
her generous spirit. 

Her wisdom and guidance will certainly be 
missed by parishioners whom she has coun-
seled and cared for throughout the years. 
Under her leadership, St. Faiths has grown 
and thrived as a beacon of hope in the South 
Miami-Dade community. 

I am proud to call Reverend Jennie Lou 
Reid my good friend and congratulate her on 
a well-earned retirement. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CHARLES J. COLGAN 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I, along 
with my colleague Representative ROBERT 
WITTMAN, rise today to honor the life of Vir-
ginia State Senator Charles J. Colgan, who 
passed away on January 3, 2017 at the age 
of 90. As the longest serving member of the 
Virginia Senate, he was well known for his bi-
partisan approach to serving Virginians and 
his constituents. His exemplary demeanor and 
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attitude will be missed, and it was an honor to 
have known him. He is a sterling example of 
what it means to be an effective legislator who 
has earned the full respect of those whom he 
represents. He was not just a great represent-
ative for the Commonwealth, but he was also 
a genuine person who brought honor and in-
tegrity to everything he did. Senator Colgan 
accomplished much in his career, and he will 
be remembered not just for his legislative 
achievements, but also for the manner in 
which he treated those around him, with re-
spect and decency. 

Senator Colgan adopted a service oriented 
mindset long before his time in the Virginia 
State House. After serving in the Army Air 
Forces during World War II, he started Colgan 
Air—a regional commuter airline based in Ma-
nassas, Virginia. Not only did this commuter 
airway provide a valuable service to Ameri-
cans and Virginians, but it also helped create 
jobs and economic opportunity in Prince Wil-
liam County. 

After many successful years at Colgan Air, 
Senator Colgan was elected to the Virginia 
Senate in 1975 to represent several fast-grow-
ing areas of Virginia including Manassas, Ma-
nassas Park and parts of Prince William 
County. During his time in the Senate, he co- 
chaired the Senate Finance Committee, taking 
a particular interest in the economic and edu-
cational development of Prince William County 
and the surrounding area. He was instru-
mental in bringing Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College Campuses to Woodbridge, as well 
as establishing George Mason University’s 
Manassas location. Senator Colgan truly car-
ried himself as a citizen-politician—a trait 
which today we aspire to exemplify. 

Senator Colgan lost his wife of 52 years, the 
former Agnes Footen, in 2001. He remarried 
in 2008 and is survived by his wife of eight 
years, Carmen Alicia Bernal, of Gainesville; as 
well as eight children from his first marriage, 
Charles J. Colgan Jr. of Nokesville, Va., Ruth 
C. Willis of Brewerton, N.Y., Michael J. Colgan 
and Dot Chaplin, both of Gainesville, Ray-
mond T. Colgan, Mary C. Finnigan and Patrick 
S. Colgan, all of Manassas, and Timothy C. 
Colgan of Warrenton, Va.; a brother, Robert 
Colgan, of Manassas; 24 grandchildren; and 
22 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, we ask you to join us and 
countless others as we recognize the many 
contributions of Senator Charles Colgan. The 
services he provided to the Commonwealth of 
Virginia and to our country will never be for-
gotten, and we wish his family the best. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BETH MORRIS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Beth Morris, an out-
standing member of the Gainesville Commu-
nity. Ms. Morris has been an invaluable asset 
to the development of the community’s suc-
cessful youth athletics program at Gainesville 
Parks and Recreation. 

It has often been said that the strength of a 
community depends upon the spirit of commu-
nity in each person. ‘‘Miss Beth,’’ as the stu-
dents in her youth program call her, epito-

mizes this truth through her dedication to her 
friends, family, and neighbors. 

For more than 40 years, she has been a 
member of the Georgia Recreation and Park 
Association and has served as a longstanding 
committee member on the GRPA State Ath-
letic committee. Throughout her time of serv-
ice, Ms. Morris has become a mentor to other 
Parks and Recreation professionals, indicating 
that her passion will endure through others for 
years to come. Miss Beth’s compassionate 
communication style has made her a role 
model for many GRPA Young Professionals. 

In addition to her work at Gainesville Parks 
and Recreation, she serves as a volunteer for 
Gainesville Meals on Wheels, with United 
Way, and as a mentor for young, at-risk men 
and women in the Gainesville community. Ms. 
Morris’s leadership has left a significant mark 
on the thousands of participants that she has 
led through the youth athletics program at 
Gainesville Parks and Recreation. It is my 
honor to recognize Beth’s contribution to our 
northeast Georgia community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KIM WALL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Kim Wall 
for being named a 2017 Forty Under 40 hon-
oree by the award-winning central Iowa publi-
cation, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Kim is the co-founder and president of 
dsmHack, a nonprofit organization that pro-
vides opportunities for technology profes-
sionals to volunteer their time and talents to 
help nonprofits improve their technology. In 
three years, she has helped deliver over half 
a million dollars of in-kind technology services 
to 40 nonprofits with the help of over 350 local 
volunteer technologists. In addition to her non-
profit work and her career in software, Kim en-
joys traveling, good food and wine, and seek-
ing new adventures with her husband, friends 
and family. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Kim in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize her today for utilizing her talents to bet-
ter both her community and the great state of 
Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Kim on receiving this esteemed 
designation, thanking those at Business 
Record for their great work, and wishing each 
member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 class a 
long and successful career. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE RARE 
DISEASE DAY RESOLUTION 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, in 
the United States, rare disorders and diseases 
are defined as conditions that affect fewer 
than 200,000 Americans. These conditions 
range from neurological diseases to dev-
astating disorders that affect development. 
One thing that all of the patients and families 
affected by these conditions have in common 
is the need for education, research and treat-
ment. 

Though supporting research and develop-
ment at the National Institutes of Health and 
the Food and Drug Administration, Congress 
has recognized the necessity for investment in 
lifesaving innovations that have an impact on 
rare diseases. On the last day in February 
each year, people all around the world unite to 
share their stories and educate communities 
of researchers, health professionals, govern-
ments, families and friends about how rare 
diseases affect them. I am introducing this 
resolution to encourage my colleagues in Con-
gress to recognize the challenges facing the 
rare disease patient community and support 
efforts to improve access to treatments and 
cures. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100 YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE LOUDOUN 
COUNTY CHAPTER OF THE 
AMERICAN RED CROSS 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the 100th anniversary of the Loudoun 
County Chapter of the American Red Cross. 
Established in 1917, this chapter, comprised 
of staff, local organizations, and volunteers, 
has worked tirelessly to protect our Loudoun 
community. The success of the American Red 
Cross can be largely attributed to its network 
of local branches and chapters, like that of 
Loudoun County. For years, these local 
branches have established strong partnerships 
and garnered large groups of volunteers that 
allow for the broader organization to prosper 
on both a national and international level. 

According to the chapter’s Executive Direc-
tor, Erwin Stierle, the five fundamental lines of 
service the American Red Cross aims to pro-
vide in Loudoun include disaster services, 
service to the armed forces, preparedness and 
safety, blood services, and international serv-
ices. Additionally from a local community per-
spective, there are a growing number of Red 
Cross clubs across Loudoun County’s high 
schools, and they have established several 
different local initiatives, including the Home 
Fire Campaign, in which smoke alarms and 
fire safety preparedness information are in-
stalled and provided in homes. Under the 
leadership of Erwin Stierle and his staff, the 
local chapter has seen enormous growth in 
community engagement and a surge in volun-
teers. 
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To speak to some of the recent work of the 

Loudoun Chapter, in the past year they col-
lected 2,000 units of blood, which is enough to 
save 6,000 people, and they trained 2,600 
people in life saving skills such as CPR and 
first aid. Most recently in response to a fire in 
Ashburn, Virginia in which families lost their 
apartments, the Loudoun County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross gave these families 
gift cards for food and hotels, helped replace 
their clothes, and more. First responders play 
a key role in aiding in emergency situations, 
but it is groups, like the Loudoun County 
Chapter of the American Red Cross, that fol-
low closely behind the first responders to aid 
members of the community in times of dis-
tress. 

These recent endeavors are only a small 
sample of the work the Loudoun Chapter has 
been able to accomplish over the past 100 
years. On behalf of Virginia’s 10th District and 
our great Commonwealth, I thank them for 
their hard work and dedication to our commu-
nity, nation, and world. Mr. Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join in recognizing the 100th an-
niversary of the Loudoun County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTIE SULLIVAN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Christie 
Sullivan for being named a 2017 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2017 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 680 past busi-
ness leaders and growing. 

Christie is the Acquisitions and Divestitures 
Director for Kum & Go convenience stores. 
Over the past nine years, Christie has gained 
significant insight into how departments within 
an organization best interact to optimize suc-
cess. Outside of work, she is involved in the 
Kum & Go Women’s Network, Women’s Lead-
ership Council and Commercial Real Estate 
Women. She and her husband Zeb are the 
proud parents of three beautiful daughters, 
Zoe, Elsa and Onnika. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Christie in the United 
States Congress and it is with great pride that 
I applaud her today for utilizing her talents to 
better both her community and the great state 
of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Christie on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing 
each member of the 2017 Forty Under 40 
class a long and successful career. 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to give additional recognition to the 
tireless advocacy of the staff and volunteers of 
the American Heart Association, as well as the 
organizations in my home state of New Jersey 
and across the country and to mark the end 
of American Heart Month. 

Their ongoing efforts to combat the leading 
cause of death among men and women are 
essential, this month, and every month. On 
February 7, 2017, in an effort to raise par-
ticular awareness of the risk this disease 
poses to women, the Coalition for Heart and 
Stroke, which I co-chair, held a briefing in co-
ordination with the American Heart Association 
and WomenHeart: The National Coalition for 
Women with Heart Disease. Despite the fact 
that heart disease is the number one cause of 
death among women in the U.S. and almost 
400,000 women succumb to this disease an-
nually, heart disease is often erroneously 
thought of as a man’s disease. Awareness 
campaigns like Heart Disease Month aim to 
correct misinformation and can help save 
lives. 

Among the issues discussed at our Feb-
ruary 2017 Heart Month kick-off was the im-
portance of having women, in representative 
numbers, in federally funded studies so that 
we can understand how heart disease pre-
sents differently in women; if current diag-
nostic methods are effective in detecting car-
diovascular disease (CVD) in women; and if 
women react similarly to men to different 
therapeutic treatments. 

On February 14, 2017, the American Heart 
Association released a new study that in-
cluded projections for the prevalence of heart 
disease in 2035. These projections show that 
in the next two decades, the number of Ameri-
cans with CDV will rise to 131.2 million peo-
ple. This represents a dramatic increase from 
the last report, published in 2011, which esti-
mated that 100 million Americans would suffer 
from CVD by 2030. However, the previously 
projected estimate of 100 million was already 
surpassed in 2015. That same year, the death 
rate from heart disease rose by 1 percent for 
the first time since 1969. 

This report also shows that by age 45, the 
risk of developing CVD rises to 50 percent, 
and it increases to 80 percent by age 65. 

Not only does CVD extract a devastating 
human toll, it is also the costliest disease in 
America, inflicting a $555 billion impact in 
2016. The report released last week indicates 
that by 2035, the cost of heart disease will ap-
proximately double to $1.1 trillion. That cost is 
borne in no small part by the American tax-
payer, with CVD accounting for significant 
spending through Medicare Fee-For-Service. 

While heart disease and stroke account for 
27 percent of all deaths combined, the NIH in-
vests only 7 percent of its budget on related 
research. 

That is why, as co-chair of the Congres-
sional Coalition on Heart and Stroke, I have 
worked to increase funding for critical pro-
grams at the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). For FY 17, the Heart and 

Stroke Coalition requested $3.4 billion for the 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and 
$1.8 billion for the National Institute of Neuro-
logical Disorders and Stroke. 

Despite the $2 billion increase in funding for 
NIH in FY 2016, NIH’s purchasing power was 
19 percent less than in FY 2003 last year. 
This loss has occurred at a time of heightened 
scientific opportunity and enhanced investment 
in the scientific field by other countries. We 
need to restore our purchasing power for NIH 
and capitalize on investments to improve 
health, spur economic growth, innovation, and 
advances in science. 

The Coalition also requested $160.037 mil-
lion for CDC’s Heart Disease and Stroke Pre-
vention Program. Funding for this CDC pro-
gram goes toward State Public Health Actions 
on Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention as 
well as for the actions to prevent obesity and 
diabetes. Funding for this also goes into na-
tional surveillance on stroke and heart dis-
ease. 

The Coalition additionally requested a com-
bined $42 million for CDC’s Million Hearts and 
WISEWOMAN (Well-Integrated Screening and 
Evaluation for Women across the Nation) pro-
grams. These programs offer preventative 
health services, referrals to local health care 
providers, and lifestyle programs and health 
counseling tailored to identified risk factors for 
those most vulnerable. 

American Heart Month has motivated life- 
saving initiatives across the country. For in-
stance, in my home state of New Jersey, in 
my district, the Monmouth Medical Center, 
Southern Campus is on the forefront of the 
fight against CVD. This year, the Medical Cen-
ter hosted its fourth annual American Heart 
Month event on February 11, providing cardiac 
screenings to nearly 100 people. 

February 22, 2017 marked the first annual 
National Heart Valve Awareness Day. This 
year, the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) has for the first time 
ever listed this day on the National Health Ob-
servances Calendar. More than 5 million peo-
ple in the U.S. have been diagnosed with this 
particular disease, which involves damage to 
one or more of the heart’s four valves and can 
result in reduced blood flow, causing the heart 
to work harder and the body to get less oxy-
gen. 

Tragically, more than 22,000 people in the 
U.S. die from this condition every year. It is 
my hope that inclusion of this day in Heart 
Month will raise awareness of the risks of 
heart valve disease among those at risk, as 
well as the medical community. 

I am honored to once again serve as the 
co-chair of the Congressional Heart and 
Stroke Coalition, which was founded in 1996 
for the purpose of raising awareness of the 
seriousness of cardiovascular diseases and to 
act as a resource center for heart and stroke 
issues, including biomedical research, quality 
and availability of care, health promotion and 
disease prevention. Over the past twenty-one 
years, this bi-partisan, bi-cameral coalition, 
which now numbers nearly 150 members, has 
also worked to advance public policy aimed at 
fighting cardiovascular diseases. 

I would like to acknowledge my colleagues 
who are fellow members of the Congressional 
Heart and Stroke Coalition and thank them for 
their efforts. I encourage those members who 
have not yet joined the Coalition to do so. 
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I would also like to thank WomenHeart and 

The American Heart Association for their dedi-
cation and impact and look forward to con-
tinuing to work in cooperation with them 
throughout this Congress. 

Those suffering from cardiovascular dis-
ease, as well as their loved ones and care-
givers, need vocal advocates on Capitol Hill to 
ensure access to quality care and treatments. 
We have a duty to see that programs aimed 
at combating CVD, as well as medical re-
search for prevention and treatment of stroke 
and heart attacks are supported appropriately 
at a federal level. I look forward to continuing 
to work with my colleagues in Congress and 
with advocates across the nation as we con-
tinue this critical work throughout the year in 
the fight against America’s number one killer. 

RECOGNIZING SARA THOMAS FOR 
HER COURAGOUS SERVICE AND 
COMMITMENT TO CAL FIRE 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
an outstanding leader in my district, Sara 
Thomas of Indio, California. Sara was a re-
markable leader, firefighter, wife, mother, and 
daughter. She had a deep passion for serving 
others and giving voice to the voiceless. 

Sara spent her career serving residents in 
the Coachella Valley with dedication and pas-
sion, and was widely respected by her com-
munity. As a firefighter with the California De-
partment of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL 
FIRE), Sara was a source of strength and an 
anchor of hope to those around her. 

For sixteen years, Sara protected countless 
individuals in moments of tragedy. She began 
her career in 2000 as a seasonal Firefighter 1 
in El Cajon, California, and then in the San 
Benito-Monterey Unit. In 2004, she transferred 
to the Riverside Unit as a limited term Fire-
fighter II. Four years later, Sara became a per-
manent firefighter with the Riverside Unit. She 
last served with Fire Station 80 Unit in Indio, 
California. 

Sara was not only an impressive firefighter, 
but also a dedicated mentor to emerging 
young leaders. Her work inspires me. 

In December of 2015, Sara was diagnosed 
with cancer. Her family and loved ones stood 
with Sara throughout her battle until the end. 
Sara will be deeply missed, but her spirit will 
live on through the legacy of her work. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize and 
honor Sara Thomas. She is an example to all 
of us to serve our community with courage 
and passion. 
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