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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
DR. SUDIP BOSE 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Sudip Bose for his service to 
our country and our nation’s veterans. On the 
afternoon of March 2, 2004, al-Qaeda insur-
gents launched coordinated attacks on inno-
cent civilians who were observing the Muslim 
holiday, the Day of Ashura. These bombings 
killed over 178 and injured another 500 peo-
ple. Dr. Bose, a Captain in the United States 
Army deployed in Baghdad at the time, was 
serving as the only emergency physician at 
the scene of the massacre. Captain Bose and 
his team of medics from the First Cavalry Divi-
sion provided immediate medical attention to 
the injured while simultaneously under attack 
from the chaotic crowd. For his actions that 
day, Dr. Bose was awarded the Combat Med-
ical Badge. 

Dr. Bose went on to serve one of the long-
est continuous combat tours by a military phy-
sician since World War II. During this tour, he 
saved countless lives, was selected as the 
physician to treat Saddam Hussein following 
his capture, and served as a shining example 
to his peers. For these efforts, Dr. Bose was 
awarded the Bronze Star and promoted to the 
rank of Major. 

After his time in the Army, Dr. Bose contin-
ued serving his country by establishing The 
Battle Continues, a nonprofit that advocates 
and mobilizes resources for military veterans. 
Through The Battle Continues, Dr. Bose has 
used his experiences and knowledge to edu-
cate the public on the medical struggles vet-
erans face when coming home. In addition, 
this organization assists in connecting vet-
erans with physicians that can best address 
their specific medical needs at no cost to the 
veteran. 

Looking ahead, Dr. Bose wants to continue 
to be a strong advocate for public health and 
veterans issues. Though March 2, 2004 was a 
tragic day, I am honored to recognize the an-
niversary of the actions of Dr. Bose and his 
team. I thank him for his service to our coun-
try. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JOSEPH DIGENOVA 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize my friend and neighbor, the Honorable 
Joseph DiGenova. 

Delaware, Ohio Councilman Joseph 
DiGenova has dedicated his life to quietly, but 
profoundly, serving his nation and community. 
As a young man, he answered his nation’s 

call, risking life and limb in service during the 
Vietnam War. Upon completing his military 
commitment, Joe returned home and devoted 
the next several decades to advocating for 
youth, veterans, local schools, and countless 
civic projects. 

For decades, he and his beloved wife, 
Vonie, invested themselves in their local 
school district, creating new programs and 
fighting for improved facilities. Of special note, 
Joe co-founded a Youth-in-Government pro-
gram that has introduced students to local and 
state governance for more than twenty years. 
Further, they have campaigned actively for 
land acquisitions, levy and bond issues, and 
athletics boosters. As a result of his unwaver-
ing support for local schools and students, Joe 
received the 2014 Friend of the District Award 
from the Delaware City Schools. 

Knowing the value and challenges of mili-
tary service firsthand, Joe selflessly sought 
new ways for central Ohio to honor its truest 
patriots. He led the charge toward a perma-
nent veteran memorial to recognize veterans 
from every era of our history. In addition, he 
partnered with the American Legion, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and the Vietnam Veterans 
Association to help fellow veterans receive the 
recognition, care and benefits they so richly 
deserve. 

Joe’s tireless work ethic and humble attitude 
garnered him the highest admiration of his 
neighbors. They saw fit to elect him to public 
office repeatedly for more than twenty-five 
years. As a city Councilman in Delaware, he 
spearheaded efforts to modernize infrastruc-
ture and spur the local economy. The resur-
gence of a vibrant downtown area is in no 
small measure a reflection of his dedication to 
making Delaware a great place to live, work 
and raise a family. 

Joe has long maintained an eye on what the 
future will bring to Delaware. Today, Joe and 
Vonie can look fondly on all he has accom-
plished. I am confident that his impact will be 
lasting and his efforts cherished for genera-
tions to come. 

I am deeply proud to recognize my dear 
friend and fellow Italian-American for his last-
ing friendship and innumerable contributions to 
central Ohio. It is with great pride that today 
I recognize, on behalf of the residents of 
Ohio’s 12th Congressional District, the Honor-
able Joseph DiGenova. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER MICHAEL 
JOYCE, JR. UPON HIS RETIRE-
MENT AFTER 27 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE UNION POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Police 
Officer Michael Joyce, Jr. on his retirement 

after 27 years of service to the Union Police 
Department on January 4, 2017. 

Officer Joyce joined the Union Police De-
partment in June 1989. He became a full-time 
officer by December of that year and was pro-
moted to sergeant less than three years later. 
During his years on the force, Officer Joyce 
served as a field training officer, supervisor, 
bailiff, and City Hall security officer. Addition-
ally, he has fulfilled a myriad of capacities in-
cluding zoning enforcement, evidence cata-
loguing/transport, video documentation, neigh-
borhood watch, and scheduling among others. 
The knowledge and experience that Officer 
Joyce brought to the police force and the com-
munity was an invaluable asset. 

Officer Joyce is known as a man of faith, in-
tegrity, compassion, and humor. As an active 
member of his community he has volunteered 
many hours to various organizations. He has 
served on the board of directors with the 
Franklin County Children and Families Com-
munity Resource Board, participated in Shop 
with a Cop, raised thousands of dollars for the 
Kops and Kids Canned Food Drive, and volun-
teered at Missouri Child Identification and Pro-
tection Program events. Officer Joyce also 
serves as an elder at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church. Throughout his life Officer Joyce has 
served as a role model and mentor to many, 
especially through his involvement with local 
schools, organizations, and clubs. 

The Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) training 
program was created in part through Office 
Joyce’s hard work. This program equips first 
responders with the necessary training to as-
sist individuals that are dealing with mental 
health crises. Officer Joyce served as one of 
his department’s first CIT officers and also 
held the position of Franklin County CIT Coun-
cil Co-Chairman and CIT Training Chairman. 

With this retirement Officer Joyce will now 
be able to spend more time with his lovely 
wife of 42 years, Jennifer. He will also enjoy 
more time with his children Hannah, Ethan, 
Noah, Warren, Faith, Connor, Moriah, and 
Naomi, as well as his nine grandchildren. As 
police officers and their families know, the 
most notable and award-worthy actions are 
often unseen by the general public and will 
never be awarded by anyone but God. Officer 
Joyce truly exemplifies the scripture that 
states, ‘‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called sons of God.’’ (Matthew 
5:9) 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Officer 
Michael Joyce, Number 731, on his retirement. 
The commitment he has shown to the Union 
Police Department and to his community for 
27 years is a commendable accomplishment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETO O’ROURKE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, during the roll 
call votes on Wednesday, March 1, 2017, I 
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was absent due to my attendance and partici-
pation in a joint House and Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee to discuss the legislative 
priorities of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW). 

Had I been present, on roll call number 115, 
I would have voted No. 

On roll call number 116, I would have voted 
No. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL BENTLEY 
NETTLES 

HON. BILL FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Colonel Bentley Nettles, who is retiring 
after more than 30 years of service to our 
country in the United States Army. 

Colonel Nettles served for 31 years as a 
commissioned officer in the United States 
Army, where he served peacekeeping tours of 
duty in Bosnia, and combat tours in Afghani-
stan and Iraq. In this capacity, Colonel Nettles 
served as Infantry Officer, Judge Advocate Of-
ficer, Information Operations Officer and Red 
Team Leader. He also served for 28 years in 
the Texas Army National Guard, where he 
was activated for support operations in re-
sponse to hurricanes, wildfires, floods, and 
border security. 

Over his military career, Colonel Nettles has 
been awarded 24 awards and badges. Such 
recognition includes: three Bronze Stars, the 
Purple Heart, and the Combat Action Badge. 
In keeping with the spirit of the Warrior Ethos, 
he was awarded the Combat Action Badge, 
which provides special recognition to Soldiers 
who personally engage the enemy, or are en-
gaged by the enemy during combat oper-
ations. Colonel Nettles has also been awarded 
the Legion of Merit, one of the United States 
Military’s most prestigious awards. The medal 
is awarded for exceptionally meritorious con-
duct in the performance of outstanding serv-
ices and achievements. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s history is ground-
ed in the efforts of our men and women who 
have served in uniform. We must continue to 
honor them after they have left the armed 
services by making sure that they have the 
access they need to educational, health, and 
career services. Colonel Nettles truly believes 
this; and so in 2014 I awarded Colonel Nettles 
the TX–17 Congressional Veterans Com-
mendation. He received this recognition be-
cause beyond the medals and the stars, the 
pins and the ribbons, Colonel Nettles under-
stands the meaning of giving back. He is a 
founding member and active supporter of the 
local Wounded Warriors chapter, which has 
raised tens of thousands of dollars to support 
our heroes wounded in the line of duty. He is 
also the Vice Chairman of Brazos Valley 
Cares, which works to provide financial sup-
port for veterans and their families. 

I am also proud to call Colonel Nettles a fel-
low Former Student of Texas A&M University. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree in business 
management and has embraced what it 
means to be an Aggie, especially the core val-
ues of excellence and selfless-service. In addi-
tion to his significant military service, Colonel 
Nettles has kept his ties to the university and 

given back to the Aggie community. Through 
a large financial gift, he has helped ensure 
that Texas A&M maintains its global footprint 
and continues to influence students around 
the world. 

Today, I have requested that a United 
States flag be flown over the United States 
Capitol to honor the many contributions of 
Colonel Bentley Nettles. As I close, I urge all 
Americans to continue praying for our country 
during these difficult times, for our military 
men and women who protect us from external 
threats, and for our first responders who pro-
tect us here at home. 

f 

HONORING THE COMM-UNITY AM-
BULANCE FOR 30 YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the COMM-Unity Ambulance. 
This volunteer ambulance service will be cele-
brating 30 years of service on March 18, 
2017. 

On April 27, 1987, COMM-Unity Ambulance 
began meeting the needs of residents of Cole, 
Osage, Miller, and Maries counties. This non- 
profit organization was originally dispatched 
from the Saint Elizabeth Care Center with a 
team of four nurses, four EMT’s, and dedi-
cated first responders who were committed to 
serving their community. The Meta Fire De-
partment housed this organization prior to the 
completion of its building on May 19, 1988. By 
October 9, 1989, the volunteer ambulance 
service had grown to 16 EMT’s, four nurses, 
and 19 first responders. In 1994, a necessary 
expansion to the building was completed and 
included a second ambulance bay, meeting/ 
training room, and office. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing the 
COMM-Unity Ambulance and their 30 years of 
dedicated service to the communities of Cole, 
Osage, Miller, and Maries counties. The com-
mitment they have shown to the individuals in 
the counties they serve is a commendable ac-
complishment. 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF CECIL 
BOSWELL, WWII VETERAN 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the impressive and 
meaningful life of Cecil Boswell, a World War 
II Veteran from Gainesville, Georgia who sadly 
passed away on Sunday, February 19th at the 
age of 99. 

Cecil has long been a resident of Gaines-
ville, and will forever be remembered as a 
hero by his neighbors, his friends, and all 
those who looked up to him in our corner of 
Georgia. Having been part of the second wave 
invading Normandy on D–Day, Cecil exempli-
fied the bravery, courage, and selflessness it 
takes to serve one’s country, and these traits 
followed him throughout his life, allowing him 

to touch the lives of all those who had the op-
portunity to sit and speak with him. 

Northeast Georgia is home to thousands of 
men and women who have diligently and pas-
sionately served the United States. As a chap-
lain in the U.S. Air Force Reserve, I feel 
strongly about our nation’s need to meet its 
obligations to our service members, veterans, 
and their families, and to support the Ameri-
cans who have sacrificed much for our free-
dom and way of life. I am proud of the rela-
tionship northeast Georgia has with our na-
tion’s bravest citizens, and Cecil Boswell was 
an important member of the veteran commu-
nity back home, as well as the Gainesville 
community as a whole. 

He often told of his time fighting in World 
War II to his friends at the Big Bear Cafe, 
where he ate breakfast and lunch almost daily. 
Cecil also walked in each Memorial Day pa-
rade along the square, donning his Army uni-
form as he waved to the crowds. It wasn’t until 
last year’s Memorial Day parade that he de-
cided to ride in a car instead of walk, a testa-
ment to his unwavering strength and dedica-
tion. 

Gainesville is better for the time Cecil Bos-
well gave it, and I am sure the life he led and 
the stories he told will live on for years to 
come. Northeast Georgia is blessed to have 
known Cecil Boswell, and he will be dearly 
missed. 

f 

HONORING STACEY BRESSLER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Stacey Bressler, whom 
the St. Helena Chamber of Commerce has 
named the 2017 Citizen of the Year. This 
award recognizes individuals in our community 
who foster community spirit through their vol-
unteer efforts, and Ms. Bressler exemplifies 
this mission. 

Ms. Bressler is involved in the leadership 
and day-to-day work of many of our commu-
nity organizations. Before moving to St. Hel-
ena in 1999, Ms. Bressler earned a B.A. in 
Graphic Design and an M.S. in Library 
Science. She worked for twenty years in high 
technology sales and marketing as the Vice 
President of Business Development for 
CommerceNet, as well as in sales and mar-
keting positions with Hewlett-Packard, NeXT 
and Apple Computer, Inc. Ms. Bressler now 
uses her management and logistics talents in 
running Bressler Vineyards and serving impor-
tant community organizations. 

Ms. Bressler serves on the Board of Direc-
tors for the St. Helena Farmers Market, where 
she educates community members on the 
health benefits of eating locally-grown food 
and donates produce to the St. Helena Food 
Bank. She also sits on the Board of the St. 
Helena Hospital Foundation where she raises 
funds to provide high-quality medical care to 
those in need. Through her service on the 
Board of Directors for Planned Parenthood 
Shasta, Ms. Bressler helps provide necessary 
and caring services to women and families. 
Ms. Bressler is also the current President of 
the Board of Directors for Friends of the 
Cameo Cinema, which maintains and pre-
serves one of the oldest continuously running 
single-screen theaters in America. 
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Mr. Speaker, Ms. Stacey Bressler is a hard-

working leader and volunteer in our commu-
nity. The St. Helena Chamber of Commerce 
has recognized her contribution to the health 
and vitality of our people and economy. There-
fore, it is fitting and proper that we honor her 
here today and congratulate her on this well- 
deserved award. 

f 

HONORING DR. ALOIS KERTZ FOR 
RECEIVING THE MISSOURI DAIRY 
HALL OF HONORS’ MERITORIOUS 
SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Alois Kertz on receiving the 
Missouri Dairy Hall of Honors’ Meritorious 
Service Award. 

Dr. Alois Kertz was born and raised in 
Bloomsdale, Missouri as one of six children to 
Andrew and Mathilda Kertz. He became pas-
sionate about the dairy industry through his 
time growing up on the family dairy farm. Dr. 
Kertz would go on to graduate from the Uni-
versity of Missouri with a bachelor’s degree in 
Dairy Husbandry in 1967 and a master’s de-
gree in Dairy Cattle Nutrition in 1968. He then 
earned a Ph.D. in Animal Nutrition from Cor-
nell University in 1973. Between earning his 
master’s degree and his Ph.D, Dr. Kertz faith-
fully served in the United States Army as a 
Nutrition Research Officer in Natick, Massa-
chusetts and then as a Platoon Leader/Food 
Supply Manager in Thailand during the Viet-
nam War. He earned the Army Commendation 
Medal for Meritorious Service in 1969 through 
1970 for his dedicated service to our country. 

From 1973 to 1975, Dr. Kertz was employed 
as a dairy nutritionist at Ralston Purina Com-
pany. He then worked for Purina Mills as the 
manager of dairy and ruminant research from 
1975 until 1991, at which point, Dr. Kertz be-
came the director of dairy applied research, 
nutritional consulting program, and technical 
services at Purina Mills. Dr. Kertz founded 
ANDHIL, LLC in 2001 as a tribute to his fa-
ther’s dairy herd through which, Dr. Kertz ad-
vises clientele from a variety of private compa-
nies, agencies, research institutions, dairy or-
ganizations, and publications. Throughout the 
years, Dr. Kertz has also traveled the world to 
places like Spain, Italy, South Korea, and 
Brazil to serve as an on-farm consultant and 
trainer. In the process of those travels he has 
become a world renowned leader and re-
searcher in the dairy industry. 

Dr. Kertz’s work has been published in over 
thirty scientific journal articles. Additionally, he 
has written numerous articles and has pre-
sented to dairy producer groups here in the 
United States and around the world. He is an 
active member of the American Dairy Science 
Association, American Society of Animal 
Science, American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, American Society for 
Nutrition, Dairy Calf and Heifer Association, 
the American Registry of Professional Animal 
Scientists, and serves as a charter member/ 
diplomat of the American College of Animal 
Nutrition. Recently, Dr. Kertz’s expertise has 
been utilized by the Masaka Diocese in Ugan-
da to start a dairy cow program that is de-

signed to help families in their community get 
out of poverty. 

Dr. Kertz’s lovely wife Molly and their four 
children, Julia, Emily, Nicholas, and Mary are 
thrilled that his years of hard work are being 
rewarded with this well-deserved honor. Dr. 
Kertz has always been known as an incredibly 
faithful, patient, and generous man. He is a 
devout Christian and active in the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society and Mary Queen of Peace 
Parish in Webster Groves, Missouri. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Dr. Alois 
Kertz on this well-deserved award that honors 
his lifetime of service to the dairy industry. 

f 

JONES ACT ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JENNIFFER GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN 
OF PUERTO RICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto Rico. 
Mr. Speaker, I was elected to seek equality for 
the 3.4 million American citizens living in Puer-
to Rico. I am the sole elected representative 
for the island and I represent more constitu-
ents in my sole district than anyone in this 
House. 

I rise today to honor the one hundredth an-
niversary of the enactment of the Jones Act 
which conferred American citizenship on Puer-
to Ricans, on this day in 1917. 

Since then, more than 211,000 veterans 
have served proudly in the U.S. military where 
they are equal in war but not in peace. 

In battle, the sacrifice, blood, and life of 
Puerto Ricans is equal to that of other Ameri-
cans, but in peace, at home, Puerto Ricans 
are second class citizen, unless they move to 
the States, which more and more are choos-
ing to do because of the disadvantages they 
face at home. 

In addition to the defense of the United 
States, Puerto Ricans have contributed to our 
country in many other ways: Puerto Ricans 
have served as U.S. astronauts, entertainers, 
athletes, Supreme Court Justices, and even 
members of Congress. 

From the Borinqueneers of the 65th Infantry 
Regiment to actors and entertainers of all 
types, the people of Puerto Rico have been 
making important contributions to the United 
States in every field you can imagine for over 
one hundred years. 

Mr. Speaker, as we recognize this important 
milestone, I urge my colleagues to take time 
to reflect on how decisions made in this cham-
ber effect our fellow American citizens in Puer-
to Rico. 

For too long, the U.S. has treated Puerto 
Ricans as second-class citizens. The unequal 
treatment Puerto Rico receives under most 
federal programs is a primary cause of the 
economic and fiscal crisis the island currently 
faces. 

Only by treating the residents of Puerto Rico 
as it does residents of the 50 states will the 
promises made by the U.S. government to 
Puerto Ricans one hundred years ago this day 
be fulfilled. 

That’s why I stand with the will of the Peo-
ple of Puerto Rico, to be incorporated to the 
United States, as the 51st State of the Union, 
as requested in the 2012 local Plebiscite by 
61 percent of voters. 

Let this House fulfill the promise that the 
United States of America is a nation of liberty 
and justice, for all of us. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE MID-AT-
LANTIC REGIONAL GANG INVES-
TIGATORS NETWORK 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. JOHN K. DELANEY 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. DELANEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the 25th Anniversary of the Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Gang Investigators Network. MAR-
GIN is a group of federal, state, and local law 
enforcement professionals, representing agen-
cies throughout Maryland, Virginia, and Wash-
ington, D.C. who work together to promote of-
ficer and public safety by providing relevant 
gang information to law enforcement officers. 

What started as an informal group of gang 
investigators, has turned into monthly meet-
ings where MARGIN participants gather to ex-
change information on current investigations, 
gang structure, membership, and new trends 
and patterns. MARGIN helps our law enforce-
ment successfully tackle the increasingly com-
plex world of gang violence and keep our re-
gion safe. On behalf of my constituents, I’d 
like to thank the entire MARGIN membership 
for the work that they do to protect Maryland-
ers. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. AND MRS. 
BRADLEY AND KATHERINE MOR-
ROW UPON THE BIRTH OF THEIR 
SON, FINNEGAN FOX MORROW 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor constituents of mine, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bradley and Katherine Morrow, on the 
birth of their son, Finnegan Fox Morrow. Brad-
ley and Katherine are residents of Jefferson 
City, Missouri and welcome their new son into 
their family along with older brother Bennett. 

Bradley and Katherine were married on 
September 15, 2012 and Finnegan was born 
on September 14, 2016, which made for a 
wonderful 4th wedding anniversary present. 
Bradley works for Division of Professional 
Registration with the State of Missouri and 
Katherine is a marketing designer for a Jeffer-
son City magazine. 

Many family members have been excited to 
welcome Finnegan, including maternal grand-
parents Milton and Cherie Barr, paternal 
grandparents Sally, Michael and Elizabeth 
Morrow, and paternal great-grandparent Jo-
seph Morrow. 

I ask you to join me in congratulating the 
Morrow family on this new addition to their 
family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF SHERIFF EDWARD N. BONNER 

HON. DOUG LaMALFA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the retirement of Placer County 
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Sheriff Ed Bonner after 42 dedicated years of 
service to Northern California with the Placer 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

I have been fortunate enough to call Ed a 
friend for some time, and I know firsthand that 
he has long been considered one of the most 
respected members of the community since 
becoming Sheriff in 1995. What truly makes 
him special is the praise and admiration he re-
ceives from his peers. According to those who 
have worked for him, he set a high standard 
for taking care of his own and is a man of 
great integrity and honor. In his 22 year career 
as Sheriff, he has earned the respect and ad-
miration of Placer County and many others 
throughout the state of California. 

Many talk about creating a family atmos-
phere at work, but few truly achieve it. As 
Sheriff, Ed Bonner made the families of his of-
ficers and staff a priority. He is with them from 
the best of times to the worst, from the births 
of their children to family tragedies. Ed cares 
about all of those who he worked with, and it 
showed. Under Ed Bonner’s leadership, he 
made the Placer County Sheriff’s office a 
close knit family and that is a rare achieve-
ment. 

Ed has earned many professional certifi-
cates related to law enforcement, proof that he 
is truly dedicated to his craft, and he furthers 
that knowledge by teaching classes at Sierra 
College and the California Command College. 
He graduated from California, Berkeley with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Criminology in 1973, then 
returned to school to earn a Master’s Degree 
in Management Science at Cal Poly, Pomona, 
in 1992. Before his law enforcement days, Ed 
Bonner was a gifted athlete who excelled at 
track and field, where he still holds multiple 
state high school records and was inducted 
into the Del Oro High School Athletics Hall of 
Fame in 2010. At the University of California, 
he became the first four year letterman for 
track and field in the school’s history. 

As an elected official and an outstanding 
community member, Ed Bonner is active in all 
things Placer County. He and his family are 
very active in the Loomis community, as well 
as the entire county. He helped found and 
lead Explorer Post 901, a co-ed youth pro-
gram teaching vocational skills with an empha-
sis on law enforcement. He is the liaison be-
tween Scout Troop 12, where he achieved the 
rank of Eagle Scout in 1965, and their char-
tering organization, the Loomis Lions Club. He 
also serves on advisory boards including Sut-
ter Health, PRIDE Industries and the Boys and 
Girls Club of Auburn. 

After a distinguished career which included 
serving as President of the California State 
Sheriff’s Association in 2008, Sheriff Bonner’s 
skills as a law enforcement administrator will 
be greatly missed by his community. His re-
sume as a law enforcement officer is exten-
sive, but more impressive is Ed Bonner as a 
man, a husband and a father. While the com-
munity he has protected for 42 years could not 
possibly replace his experience, it is now time 
for a much deserved retirement which he can 
spend with his loving family, his wife, Jeanne, 
his two adult sons, Andrew and Matthew, his 
daughter-in-law Holly and grandson Mason. It 
has been a pleasure to work with Sheriff Bon-
ner during my time in public office and I would 
like to wish him a peaceful and happy retire-
ment as he moves on to embark on a new 
journey in life. 

I thank him for his friendship and service. 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF BROWNSVILLE 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Rotary Club of Brownsville for their 
100th year of service. 

Located in South Texas, the Rotary Club of 
Brownsville was founded in 1916. Since its 
formation, the club has lived up to its promise 
of service above self. For 100 years, its mem-
bers have dedicated time, money and energy 
to helping those who need it most. 

The accomplishments of the Rotary Club in-
clude opening the city’s first hospital, Mercy 
Hospital, in 1923; forming a Boy Scout troop; 
funding the Brownsville Endowment for Teach-
ing Excellence Program; and establishing an 
Adoption Awareness program. Their achieve-
ments have extended beyond the region as 
this club joined Rotary members throughout 
the world to fund the Polio Plus Project, a 
$120 million effort to wipe the disease from 
the face of the earth. 

The Rotary Club of Brownsville has made a 
lasting, positive impact in our community, and 
they will continue to play a critical role in the 
development of South Texas. I rise today to 
congratulate them for their century of success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE RAVENSWOOD 
FAMILY HEALTH CENTER 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the awe-inspiring Ravenswood Family Health 
Center upon the 15th Anniversary of its found-
ing. This clinic is a key provider of quality af-
fordable, integrated healthcare services in the 
southern cities of my district. Sixteen thousand 
residents are served annually by its newly- 
opened, state-of-the-art facility located in the 
beautiful city of East Palo Alto. 

Ravenswood opened as South County 
Community Clinic in 2000 with 13 employees. 
It currently has a staff of 182 full and part-time 
employees and contractors. It employs 25 full 
or part-time medical providers including physi-
cians, nurse practitioners and physician assist-
ants, and nurses, six full and part-time den-
tists, and four behavioral health providers. 
Seventy-one percent of the clinic’s patients 
are served in their native language, including 
Spanish and Tongan. Ninety-seven percent of 
the patients are ethnic minorities. 

The center’s goal is to provide culturally- 
competent, sensitive primary and preventive 
care offering dignity to all patients. Often, the 
ability of a healthcare provider to do his or her 
job depends upon knowing how the patient’s 
culture will influence the provider’s rec-
ommendations. It is essential that the whole 
patient be treated with respect and offered 
dignity so that their illness or life situation can 
be competently assessed. 

The clinic offers a comprehensive scope of 
care including family practice, adult medicine, 

teen health, prenatal health, dentistry, wom-
en’s health, integrated behavioral health, op-
tometry, pharmacy, mammography, 
ultrasound, x-ray, lab, and health education. 
Ravenswood partners with Stanford’s adult 
and children’s hospitals, the San Mateo Coun-
ty Medical Center and clinics, and Sutter 
Health. 

As of 2014, 98 percent of the clinic’s pa-
tients lived at or below 200 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level, which for a family of four is 
about $24,300. Forty percent of its patients 
were uninsured, and 51 percent had Medi-Cal 
coverage. Our community counts on the 
Ravenswood Family Health Center to provide 
care to our most vulnerable residents, and 39 
percent of the clinic’s patients were children. 
Five percent of patients were homeless and, 
also as of 2014, 63 of those patients were 
children. Nearly 25 percent of all East Palo 
Alto residents are patients, as are nearly 18 
percent of all residents of Belle Haven. 

The Ravenswood Family Health Clinic pro-
vides valuable training opportunities for young 
physicians and allied professionals, and an 
opportunity to practice cutting-edge community 
healthcare, most notably chronic disease man-
agement, in part through grants from the fed-
eral government. While many in America 
struggle to pay for prescription drugs, the ad-
vent of the Affordable Care Act coupled with 
the clinic’s discount pharmacy provides afford-
able prescriptions to both the insured and the 
uninsured. 

The vision of the Ravenswood Family 
Health Center is also one of stressing control 
over one’s destiny. The vision is: Educated, 
engaged and empowered patients actively 
managing their health and becoming advo-
cates for healthy living within their family and 
the community, inspiring others to value that 
good health is true wealth. 

Not surprisingly, philanthropic support of the 
Ravenswood Family Health Center has been 
enormous, with tens of millions donated 
through its capital and operating campaigns. 
Much of this philanthropic support is due to 
the outstanding staff led by the clinic’s ener-
getic and visionary Chief Executive Officer, 
Luisa Buada. From its earliest days, Luisa 
Buada has assembled a team to take on big 
goals. 

Starting in trailers with a limited number of 
services, her team has a stellar record of both 
expanding services and taking on new chal-
lenges. To build on the old saying, it takes a 
village to take care of the health needs of a 
community and Luisa has assembled her staff 
village so that no member of the clinic’s com-
munity goes without access to needed 
healthcare services. The clinic’s board of di-
rectors has steadfastly supported the dream of 
being more than just a community clinic and to 
instead become a beacon of hope and ad-
vanced medicine. Luisa, her staff, and the 
board have succeeded. 

Mr. Speaker, when the history of our era is 
written it will be noted that America engaged 
in a decade or more of debate about how best 
to provide Americans affordable, quality 
healthcare. What history will not reveal, but 
what is true, is that the riddle was answered 
at the Ravenswood Family Health Center. 
After fifteen years it is a stunning success. De-
spite its relative youth, the entire organization 
is very much an adult institution, with adult re-
sponsibilities, and an impact that touches and 
improves the lives of tens of thousands. We 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:24 Mar 03, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K02MR8.007 E02MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E269 March 2, 2017 
wish the staff and patients of the Ravenswood 
Family Health Center a long and healthy fu-
ture. 

f 

HONORING SOROPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL OF ST. HELENA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Soroptimist International 
of St. Helena, the recipient of the St. Helena 
Chamber of Commerce Non-profit of the Year 
Award. 

Founded in 1921 in Oakland, California, So-
roptimist International is a worldwide volunteer 
service organization for women who work to 
improve the lives of other women and girls in 
local communities and throughout the world. 
The organization seeks equality, peace, and 
international goodwill for women. Over 95,000 
members in more than 125 countries and terri-
tories worldwide contribute time and financial 
support to community-based and international 
projects. 

The St. Helena Chapter of Soroptimist Inter-
national was founded in 1954. Since then, the 
chapter has raised and distributed more than 
a million dollars in local scholarships and 
grants. This money was entirely raised by vol-
unteers, many of whom also work full-time. 
Their fundraising has helped send numerous 
St. Helena students to college and summer 
camps, as well as educational trips to national 
parks and Washington, D.C. 

The organization also provides support and 
stability to single parents in our community 
with education and career opportunities. Doz-
ens of mothers throughout the Napa County 
region have been able to return to school or 
complete vocational training with the help of 
Soroptimist professional grants. 

Mr. Speaker, Soroptimist International of St. 
Helena has worked to make our community 
and our world a more equitable place for over 
five decades. Therefore, it is fitting and proper 
that we honor the organization here today and 
congratulate the group on this well-deserved 
accolade. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER SER-
GEANT (SGT) ROBERT SHANE 
PUGH 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Sergeant 
(SGT) Robert Shane Pugh who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our nation on 
March 3, 2005, during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom III. SGT Pugh was a combat medic with 
the Mississippi Army National Guard’s 155th 
Brigade Combat Team. He was mortally 
wounded when an improvised explosive de-
vice detonated near his vehicle in 
Iskandariyah, Iraq also wounding Sergeant 
First Class Ellis Martin. SGT Pugh post-
humously received the Silver Star, the third- 

highest decoration for valor in combat, as well 
as the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and Mis-
sissippi Medal of Valor. 

SGT Pugh’s Silver Star citation states, ‘‘Al-
though in extreme pain, Sergeant Pugh di-
rected treatment instructions to the members 
of his platoon for both himself and Sergeant 
First Class Martin. He remained calm and con-
tinued to give instructions until the medical 
evacuation helicopter arrived. Sergeant Pugh 
passed away on route to the hospital; however 
his courage and disregard for his own welfare 
resulted in saving the life of a fellow comrade 
who was severely wounded.’’ 

SGT Pugh was assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, 155th Infantry Regiment, Mississippi 
Army National Guard, headquartered in 
McComb, Mississippi. He enlisted in the Army 
in 1999 because he wanted to be a combat 
medic. In the civilian world, SGT Pugh was a 
licensed paramedic and worked as a 
phlebotomist for United Blood Services in Me-
ridian. 

SGT Pugh’s mother, Wilma Allen, said her 
son was her pride and joy. ‘‘I am very proud 
of him. He was happy, outstanding, and out-
going. He would do anything for anybody,’’ 
said his mother. 

In a fitting tribute to this brave and caring 
soldier, the National Guard Readiness Center 
in Morton has been named in his honor. 

SGT Pugh is survived by his parents, Glen 
and Wilma Pugh, his stepfather, Gary Allen, 
and his siblings Tiffany Johnson, April Pear-
son, Jennifer Reed, Brad Allen, and Dale 
Allen. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll 
call votes 116 and 121 on Wednesday, March 
1, 2017. Had I been present, I would have 
voted Nay on roll call votes 116 and 121. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ED 
GARVEY 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Ed Garvey, a progressive icon 
in Wisconsin who founded the Fighting Bob 
Festival, championed the underdog and fought 
the good fight for equality, justice and true 
representative democracy. 

Ed Garvey’s unwavering support of working 
people was evident in his career as a labor at-
torney, including early years as executive di-
rector of the National Football League Players’ 
Association. Before that he was a civil rights 
crusader as president of the National Student 
Association, who in the 1960s traveled south 
with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee. 

In his legal work, his advocacy, his writings 
and speeches, Ed championed progressive 
causes from women’s rights to environmental 

protection to LGBT rights to protecting voting 
access and getting big money out of politics. 
He sought, in founding Fighting Bob Fest, to 
bring together groups from diverse walks of 
life that shared in common our values and be-
liefs, so we could all see we are more alike 
than different. Bob Fest always offered the 
chance to talk, debate, socialize, argue and, at 
the end of the day, join together to take on the 
powers-that-be. 

He united progressive causes with a popu-
list bent, a dry wit and a rabble-rousing spirit. 
He laid out an admirable path for all of us who 
believe in fighting for the underdog and stay-
ing involved in our democracy as informed 
and vocal citizens. 

Ed Garvey kept the spirit of Fightin’ Bob 
LaFollette alive and passed it along so gen-
erations of Wisconsinites will continue to 
honor that Wisconsin legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize the life of Mr. Ed Garvey today. 

f 

FAREWELL TO MICHAEL L. 
HARRISON 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
please allow me to note the retirement of my 
Chief Counsel on my House Administration 
Committee staff, Michael L. Harrison. After 32 
years of service to the House of Representa-
tives, half of them with the Committee, Mike 
has decided to close out his Capitol Hill career 
in favor of other pursuits in the Sunshine 
State. His staff colleagues and I will greatly 
miss him, his experience and especially his 
clever sense of humor, which enlivened many 
meetings and discussions. 

Mike first appeared in these precincts in 
1980 as an undergraduate intern for one of his 
home-state senators. To this day, he often re-
fers to the Senate as the Upper Chamber. I’m 
told that as a teenager, Mike harbored plans 
to study law and eventually run for a seat. He 
was reportedly the only resident of his college 
dormitory with a mail subscription to the Con-
gressional Record. 

While working as a Senate intern, Mike had 
lots of spare time which he put to good use. 
He explored the Capitol and the capital city 
thoroughly. Among his other discoveries dur-
ing the winter of 1980, Mike was fortunate to 
find another intern, whose good looks and will-
ingness to take a chance led to their eventual 
marriage which endures to this day. Every-
body who knows his wife, Laurie, agrees that 
she is a saint with a great sense of humor of 
her own. 

Following law school in St. Louis, Mike re-
turned to Washington in pursuit of a career not 
as a senator but on the staff. Mike served 
three House committees, one joint committee, 
and three individual Members. He worked on 
budget-process, reconciliation, campaign-fi-
nance reform and on a measure to clarify 
when a President can use the pocket veto. At 
the House Administration Committee, Mike 
worked on sundry legislation and oversight of 
the Government Publishing Office, the U.S. 
Capitol Police, the Architect of the Capitol and 
the Library of Congress. 

Mike, an ardent Democrat by birth, worked 
in the majority and, to his chagrin, the minor-
ity. But whether in the majority or minority, 
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Mike sought every day to serve the interests 
and uphold the traditions of this institution and 
its members. We need more like him, Mr. 
Speaker, and must find ways to attract and re-
tain them. 

While Mike’s thoughts will undoubtedly turn 
elsewhere in the years ahead, I will not be 
surprised if his name appears once again on 
the list of Congressional Record subscribers. I 
urge all Members to join me in wishing Mike 
Harrison a long, healthy and prosperous retire-
ment. 

f 

HONORING THE CLIF FAMILY 
WINERY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Clif Family Winery, 
the recipient of the St. Helena Chamber of 
Commerce 2017 Business of the Year Award. 
The St. Helena Chamber of Commerce 
awards businesses dedicated to outstanding 
customer service, environmentally conscious 
practices, and commitment to giving back to 
the local community. 

Gary Erickson and Kit Crawford, the found-
ers and owners of Clif Bar & Co., started the 
Clif Family Winery in 2004. Their winery fo-
cuses on making environmentally-sustainable, 
high-quality wines while increasing awareness 
of organic and sustainable farming. 

Clif Family Winery operates a popular tast-
ing room and regularly hosts community func-
tions. In the past year, Clif has held numerous 
fundraising events for local community groups, 
including the St. Helena Food Pantry, the St. 
Helena Public School Foundation, the Napa 
Bike Coalition, the Napa Valley Land Trust, 
and the Soroptimist Sunrise Club. For the past 
four years, Clif has held its signature Sip & 
Support event, which brings together citizens 
and community partners for an evening of so-
cializing and learning about volunteer opportu-
nities. Each event features a Clif Family Win-
ery community partner to connect local non-
profits with the communities they serve. 

The winery embodies what we value in our 
Napa Valley. It not only produces high-quality 
wines, but also brings together the people who 
make our community stronger. The Clif Family 
Winery provides good jobs, supports local 
businesses and resources whenever possible, 
and gives back to our community and impor-
tant social causes. 

Mr. Speaker, the Clif Family Winery exem-
plifies socially responsible and community-fo-
cused business practices. Therefore, it is fit-
ting and proper that we honor Clif Family Win-
ery here today and congratulate the winery on 
this well-deserved accolade. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER PRI-
VATE (PV2) BARRY WAYNE MAYO 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of U.S. Army Private 

(PV2) Barry Wayne Mayo who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our nation 
March 5, 2007, during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom III. PV2 Mayo lost his life when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated near his unit 
in Baqubah, Iraq. Also killed were Specialist 
Blake Harris and Specialist Ryan D. Russell. 

PV2 Mayo, an Ecru native, was assigned to 
the 2nd Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery, 3rd Bri-
gade, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas. 
PV2 Mayo attended North Pontotoc High 
School and one semester at Northeast Mis-
sissippi Community College prior to enlisting in 
the Army. 

During the procession from the Tupelo Re-
gional Airport to the United Funeral Home in 
New Albany, dozens of people lined highway 
overpasses, waved flags and saluted the con-
voy. 

PV2 Mayo’s was just 21-years-old when he 
died. His devotion to our nation will always be 
remembered. 

f 

HONORING MARCH 2017 AS 
NATIONAL EYE DONOR MONTH 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor March 2017 as National Eye Donor 
Month. This is a month dedicated to promoting 
awareness of the need to register as an eye 
donor, recognize donors as well as their fami-
lies, and celebrate the lives of donor recipi-
ents. 

Since President Ronald Regan proclaimed 
the first National Eye Donor Month in 1983, 
the Eye Bank Association of America (EBAA) 
and each of its 86 member eye banks across 
the U.S., have designated March to recognize 
over one million corneal tissue recipients who 
have regained their sight. In 2015 alone, 
EBAA member eye banks recovered 118,752 
corneas from 66,065 donors and provided 
74,173 corneas for transplant in the U.S. and 
around the world. Also in 2015, my home 
state of New York provided 2,835 corneas for 
transplant and 715 for research and education 
by six eye banks statewide. 

Eye banks have a special significance in the 
7th Congressional District of New York, the 
Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration (EBSR) in my 
district was the first eye bank in the world. 
Since its inception in 1944 by Dr. Townley 
Paton, EBSR has given the gift of sight to 
over 63,000 men, women and children. 

On this special occasion, I commend the 
Eye Bank Association of America and the eye 
banks across the country for their great work. 
I encourage my colleagues to support efforts 
that urge all Americans to give the gift of sight 
by registering to become eye, organ and tis-
sue donors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN K. DELANEY 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. DELANEY. Mr Speaker, I was unable to 
cast my vote on roll call vote No. 121. Had I 

been present to vote on roll call vote No. 121, 
I would have voted ‘‘NO.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF THE HON. ENI F. H. 
FALEOMAVAEGA 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Congressman Eni F. H. 
Faleomavaega, American Samoa’s longest 
serving Delegate to the House of Representa-
tives. 

Congressman Eni F. H. Faleomavaega was 
a patriot and a leader who personified the 
highest ideals of our nation. 

Eni dedicated his entire life to service. He 
was a proud Army veteran, and long before he 
held elected office, he worked as a staffer, in-
cluding a time in the office of San Francisco 
Congressman Phil Burton. 

For 26 years, Congressman Faleomavaega 
brought outspoken and effective leadership for 
American Samoa to the House of Representa-
tives. 

Eni was a relentless champion for the rights 
and advancement of his constituents. His life 
and leadership powerfully spotlighted the im-
mense contributions of Americans from U.S. 
territories. May it comfort his family and 
friends that so many join in their sorrow at the 
passing of this extraordinary man. 

f 

HONORING JAMES ALLEN ADAMS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor James ‘‘Jimmy’’ Allen 
Adams, whom the St. Helena Chamber of 
Commerce has named Employee of the Year 
in its annual Community Service Awards. This 
award recognizes individuals in our community 
who embody the industry and innovation 
which makes them exceptional employees. Mr. 
Adams is highly deserving of this award. 

Mr. Adams has been a remarkable em-
ployee with Sunshine Foods for 12 years. He 
is a respected and well-liked coworker and an 
indispensable employee. Mr. Adams is a Navy 
Veteran, partner to Jim Villanueva for the past 
23 years and the owner of two miniature 
schnauzer dogs. 

Outside of his work with Sunshine Foods, 
Mr. Adams is a member of the Bay Area 
Stage Theater Group the On the Fringe acting 
group. He enjoys gardening and auditioning 
for different acting roles. He recently worked 
on the new Selena Gomez Netflix television 
show, 13 Reasons Why. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Jimmy Adams is a diligent, 
hardworking employee in our business com-
munity and the St. Helena Chamber of Com-
merce has rightly recognized his great con-
tributions. Therefore, it is fitting and proper 
that we honor him here today and congratu-
late him on this well-deserved award. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-

EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
CORPORAL (CPL) ROBERT TAY-
LOR MCDAVID, III 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Corporal (CPL) 
Robert Taylor McDavid, III who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our nation on 
March 10, 2008, during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom III. CPL McDavid died from wounds he 
sustained when a suicide bomber detonated 
an explosive device. Also killed were Staff 
Sergeant Ernesto G. Cimarrusti, Staff Ser-
geant David D. Julian, Sergeant First Class 
Shawn M. Suzch and Corporal Scott A. 
McIntosh. The soldiers were killed while on 
patrol in central Baghdad. Three other soldiers 
and an Iraqi interpreter were injured in the ex-
plosion. 

CPL McDavid was assigned to the lst Bat-
talion, 64th Armor Regiment, 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort 
Stewart, Georgia. He enlisted in the Army in 
2005 and was deployed to Iraq two years 
later. 

CPL McDavid attended Starkville Academy 
and Starkville High School. He earned his as-
sociate’s degree in accounting from Northeast 
Mississippi Community College. He also at-
tended Mississippi State University. 

CPL McDavid was described by his wife, 
Tiffany, as a true American hero. Prior to his 
funeral, hundreds of residents lined Starkville’s 
Main Street to pay tribute to one of their own. 
His funeral was on the same day as the fifth 
anniversary of the U.S. war in Iraq. CPL 
McDavid’s devotion to protecting the freedoms 
we all enjoy will always be remembered. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
missed the following votes: 

Motion on Ordering the Previous Question 
on the Rule. Had I been present, I would have 
voted NO on this motion; H. Res. 156, Rule 
providing for consideration of both H.R. 1004 
and H.R. 1009. Had I been present, I would 
have voted NO on this motion. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE RFS 
REFORM ACT OF 2017 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation to provide relief from 
an onerous mandate that has been placed 
upon the backs of the American people for 
over 10 years. The mandate I’m referring to is 
none other than the Renewable Fuel Standard 
(RFS), a mandate requiring that increasingly 

larger volumes of corn-based ethanol be 
blended into our gasoline. The RFS mandates 
that 36 billion gallons of renewable fuels be 
part of our nation’s fuel supply by 2022. 

After 10 years, it is clear that the federal 
government’s ethanol mandate is not working, 
and Congress must have a serious conversa-
tion about continued market-distorting ethanol 
promotion. One of the big drivers of ethanol 
prices and supply is an artificial market cre-
ated by the federal government. 

The federal government’s creation of an arti-
ficial market for the ethanol industry has quite 
frankly resulted in a domino effect that is hurt-
ing consumers. This year over 35 percent of 
the U.S. corn crop will be used for ethanol 
production. With increasing food and feed 
stocks being diverted into fuel, we are seeing 
volatility in the marketplace which negatively 
impacts livestock and food producers. 

While the RFS is causing instability in food 
prices, it has not provided its intended relief 
for consumers at the pump. It is a known fact 
that ethanol-blended gasoline has a lower en-
ergy density than that of traditional gasoline. 
Therefore, Americans are forced to buy more 
fuel to make up the difference. In fact, some 
studies show that drivers in the U.S. pay at 
least $10 billion more each year because of 
the RFS. The RFS is causing unintended and 
negative consequences for American con-
sumers, energy producers, livestock farmers, 
and food manufacturers and retailers. It is 
clear that the RFS needs fundamental reform. 
That’s why I am introducing legislation to ac-
complish this task, and I am pleased to have 
the support of Reps. COSTA, WELCH, and 
WOMACK in introducing this bipartisan bill. 

The RFS Reform Act will eliminate the corn- 
based ethanol requirements, cap the amount 
of ethanol that can be blended into conven-
tional gasoline at 10 percent, require the EPA 
to set cellulosic biofuel levels that reflect in-
dustry production levels, and decrease the 
total volume of renewable fuel that must be 
contained in gasoline sold or introduced into 
commerce for years 2017 through 2022. 

The RFS Reform Act has the support of a 
broad range of agriculture producers, con-
sumer groups, energy manufacturing, retailers, 
environmental, and taxpayer organizations. I 
am a proponent of renewable fuels when they 
compete fairly in the marketplace, but the cur-
rent policy needs fundamental reform. I ask 
my colleagues to support meaningful reform of 
the current status quo and advance this bipar-
tisan legislation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
STAFF SERGEANT (SSG) WIL-
LIAM S. RICKETTS 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Staff Sergeant 
(SSG) William ‘‘Seth’’ Ricketts who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice while defending our nation 
on February 27, 2010, during Operation En-
during Freedom III. SSG Ricketts was killed by 
a sniper when his unit was ambushed by in-
surgents at Bala Murghab, Afghanistan. Be-
fore SSG Ricketts was fatally injured, he was 

assisting a fellow soldier who was wounded 
during the attack. 

Bill Ricketts, SSG Ricketts’s father, says his 
son followed in the footsteps of his great- 
grandfather, grandfather, and uncles who all 
served in the military. When terrorists attacked 
our country on September 11, 2001, SSG 
Ricketts joined the Army the next day. At the 
time of his death, SSG Ricketts was assigned 
to Company B, Battalion, 508th Parachute 
Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 82nd 
Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, NC. 

More than 3,000 people attended his funeral 
held in Corinth. Bill Ricketts says people lined 
the streets to pay their respects all along the 
two-and-a-half mile procession. It was led by 
members of the Patriot Guard Riders. 

SSG Ricketts is survived by his wife, Rosie 
Jones Ricketts and his sons, Aiden, Cullen, 
and Seth Wesson. He is also survived by his 
parents, Bill and Sandi Ricketts and his sib-
lings, Benjamin Ricketts and Tiffany Ricketts 
Sneed. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE PREGNANCY 
ASSISTANCE CENTER NORTH 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I 
honor the Pregnancy Assistance Center North 
(PACN) for more than three decades of dedi-
cated work to empower women and men to 
choose life-affirming healthcare options, ad-
dress health issues for medically underserved 
women, and build healthy families in the north-
ern Houston suburbs. 

In January of 1986, a small group banded 
together with the common goal of helping fam-
ilies struggling with unplanned pregnancies. 
Members of this group poured out their com-
passion on those families, and demonstrated 
their willingness to serve by donating tools for 
education, support, and resources to the new 
ministry. 

PACN served its first clients in February of 
1987. These families were welcomed into do-
nated office space and later, Sunday school 
classrooms of partnering churches. From that 
early network of eight churches, support has 
now grown to include over seventy-five church 
partners and nearly one-thousand financial 
supporters. 

The organization, which started with just 
$100, now operates two full-service medical 
clinics totaling almost 15,000 square feet and 
provides top-notch well-woman care on an an-
nual budget of just over $1.25 million, all with-
out a single tax-payer dollar. 

In its early years, PACN served just 360 cli-
ents each year. Today, an average of 7,000 
clients visit the clinics annually, receiving preg-
nancy tests, ultrasounds, STI testing and treat-
ment, women’s health exams, post-abortion 
support, and material assistance for those who 
choose to give birth and raise their children. 

By placing their focus on empowerment 
through education, PACN’s education and 
counseling programs provide clients with the 
tools they need to break free from past deci-
sions, chart a new path for their lives, and 
begin building strong family legacies. 

Each week, over 130 volunteers give their 
time to PACN. They are the backbone of this 
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organization, each one possessing their own 
story of why they choose to invest in The 
Cause for Life. Their assistance to this organi-
zation’s mission cannot be overstated. 

I am proud to recognize PACN’s mission to 
bring about positive change in northern Hous-
ton by providing a community of support, 
which allows women and men to confidently 
choose life. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CRONIG’S 
MARKET 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Cronig’s Market on Martha’s 
Vineyard, which on March 10th will be cele-
brating its 100th Anniversary. 

The Cronig Brothers grocery store was 
opened in 1917 by the four Cronig Brothers, 
Sam, Ed, Theodore or ‘‘Tebby’’, and Henry 
Cronig, first generation immigrants from Lith-
uania. Sam Cronig, the oldest son of ten sib-
lings, came to the United States in 1904 and 
arrived on Martha’s Vineyard in 1905 to work 
on a farm in Eastville. He soon moved on to 
work for several established grocery stores up 
until 1917, when he and his three brothers 
opened the Cronig Brothers grocery store. 

Though the store experienced the trials and 
tribulations of a small retail business of that 
era, by 1923, the Cronigs had 51 employees 
on their payroll. Through the early years of 
business, it has been referred to as Cronig 
Bros. Public Market, The Public Market and 
Vineyard Haven Public Market. It continued its 
rapid expansion from a store front to occu-
pying an entire building by 1940. 

1957 marked the end of an era. Sam Cronig 
retired and handed over operational control to 
his sons, Robert and David Cronig. A decade 
later, Jeffrey and Donald Cronig had also 

joined the store. Robert and David then went 
on to add a second supermarket to the grow-
ing business, eventually handing over man-
agement to Steve Bernier in 1986. 

Today, Cronig’s has expanded to three loca-
tions, the larger Down-Island Cronig’s, the 
cozy Up-Island Cronig’s, and Healthy Addi-
tions, a two floor health food and supplement 
store. A pillar in the Martha’s Vineyard com-
munity, Cronig’s has remained committed to 
its customers by providing fresh, local ingredi-
ents and has led the way with several eco- 
friendly initiatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
Cronig’s Market on this joyous occasion. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in commemorating 
the Market’s centennial year and look forward 
to a future of continued prosperity. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE RENEW-
ABLE FUEL STANDARD ELIMI-
NATION ACT 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation to eliminate a well-in-
tentioned, but deeply flawed, policy that has 
negatively impacted every family and business 
in the country. The policy I’m referring to is 
none other than the Renewable Fuel Standard 
(RFS), a mandate requiring that increasingly 
larger volumes of corn-based ethanol be 
blended into our gasoline. The RFS mandates 
that 36 billion gallons of renewable fuels be 
part of our nation’s fuel supply by 2022. 

Since the implementation of the RFS, Amer-
icans have seen increased costs at the gro-
cery store, larger bills on their restaurant re-
ceipts, and higher prices at the gas pump. 
Corn is used in 75 percent of the food we buy, 
yet a great deal of corn is now being diverted 
from food products and into the gasoline tank. 

It’s no surprise that ethanol has caused insta-
bility in the corn market. As for fuel, ethanol- 
blended gasoline has a lower energy density 
than that of traditional gasoline; therefore, 
Americans are forced to buy more fuel to 
make up the difference. In fact, some studies 
show that drivers in the U.S. pay at least $10 
billion more each year because of the RFS. 

Unfortunately, the high cost of the RFS is 
not limited to food and gasoline. Ethanol is 
known to be harmful to the small engines 
found in lawn mowers and leaf blowers and 
even motorcycles and all-terrain-vehicles. As a 
result, owners of these devices are forced to 
spend more to repair the damage caused by 
the ethanol-infused gasoline that they were 
forced to buy. 

So, what benefits do Americans in your dis-
trict and mine receive for all of these extra 
costs? There are certainly few benefits of an 
environmental nature. Environmental groups 
have expressed concerns about the impact of 
the RFS on the air we breathe and have stat-
ed that the conversion of high volumes of land 
into corn fields is detrimental to the environ-
ment. In fact, I can find no benefit to the hard 
working Americans who are paying the cost of 
the RFS. 

It is time for Congress to recognize that this 
policy has failed and remove this mandate 
from the backs of the American people. That 
is why I am introducing the Renewable Fuel 
Standard Elimination Act, which will totally 
eliminate the RFS. Washington has created 
this artificial demand for ethanol that is dis-
torting the market, and it is our responsibility 
to provide relief from its unintended con-
sequences. This legislation is a common 
sense solution to ensure that renewable fuels 
compete fairly in the marketplace and avoid 
causing unintended and negative con-
sequences for American consumers, livestock 
farmers, and food manufacturers. I hope my 
colleagues will join me in working to reverse 
this policy by supporting this legislation in the 
115th Congress. 
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