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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, on March 7 
through March 10, 2017, circumstances be-
yond my control necessitated my absence 
from the House and I, therefore, am request-
ing a leave of absence. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DONNA FIALA IN 
HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in honor of 
Women’s History Month, I rise today to honor 
Donna Fiala. Her service as Collier County 
Commissioner has had major impact in South-
west Florida. 

Upon moving to Collier County, Ms. Fiala 
got involved in her community right away. She 
joined the Naples Junior Woman’s Club, the 
Marco Island Kiwanis Club, the Marco Island 
Chamber of Commerce, the Naples Press 
Club, and the Marco Island Historical Society. 
She now holds leadership positions in many of 
these organizations, and several others. 

Ms. Fiala decided to run for the office of 
President of the East Naples Civic Associa-
tion, where she worked to improve her com-
munity by adding picnic benches, a play-
ground, a ball field, and outdoor lighting. Her 
experiences as President influenced her deci-
sion to run for Collier County Commissioner. 

As Commissioner, Ms. Fiala has rep-
resented Collier County and the State of Flor-
ida for issues pertaining to the environment 
and safety in discussions with the National As-
sociation of Counties, and has served as chair 
of the Local Coordinating Board for the Trans-
portation Disadvantaged, which works to in-
crease access to transportation for those who 
are unable to drive. 

In May of 2015, the Donna Fiala Community 
Center at Eagle Lakes Community Park 
opened in East Naples. This community center 
serves as a safe place for children and fami-
lies to gather for events and various activities. 
Commissioner Fiala’s commitment to helping 
children and adults live healthy lives has con-
tinued. She is currently working to expand the 
facilities at the park to include a swimming 
pool complex. This facility reflects her longtime 
interests in healthy living and improving the 
appearance of her community. 

Commissioner Fiala’s work has improved 
the lives of many in Collier County. The depth 
and breadth of her service is nothing short of 
remarkable. Throughout my time in Congress 
representing Collier County, I’ve always found 
Commissioner Fiala to be a dedicated partner 

as we’ve worked for the betterment of the 
Southwest Florida community. I am lucky to 
be able to collaborate with such a hard work-
ing woman who cares so deeply about her 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to know Com-
missioner Fiala and I greatly admire her serv-
ice to Collier County. Donna is an exemplary 
example of a private citizen who has chosen 
to use her many talents in service of those 
around her. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing this remarkable individual. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONOR FLIGHT 
ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2016 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, in honor of Amer-
ica’s heroic veterans, the Honor Flight Net-
work conducts two annual Honor Flight cere-
monies to Washington, D.C. to give our na-
tion’s heroes a day to visit and reflect at their 
war memorials. On September 11th of last 
year, Honor Flight Northern Colorado held its 
17th Honor Flight that gave many of our cou-
rageous veterans this extraordinary oppor-
tunity. I am pleased to recognize the Honor 
Flight on September 11, 2016, honoring World 
War II, Korean War, and Vietnam War vet-
erans of Northern Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, those who participated in this 
flight are as follows: 

World War II: Fredric Arnold, Gene Bennett, 
C.H. Clark, Lillian Crosley, Raymond Dickey, 
Darwin Dixon James Edmisten, Jimmie 
Godsey, Louis Hamman, Delbert Haynes, 
John Hess, Robert Horton, Dolores 
Kochheiser, Harry Maroncelli, Elmer McGinty, 
Frank Occhiuto, Robert Schueneman, Ray-
mond Valadez, William VanBeber, William 
Way. 

Korean War: Richard Bernhardt, Harold 
Bohm, Lee Boylan, George Brandt, Casper 
Brixius, James Comer Jr., Russell Daniels, 
Ralph Darrough, Ross DeBey, Garold Fox, S. 
Gilbert Garcia, Ronald Gillman, William Har-
rison, Virgil Hecker, Allan Hedberg, Dennis 
Lance, Gordon Leben, Albert Lowe, Jimmy 
Martin, Francis McKenna Jr., Ernest 
Medialdea, James Montgomery, Delmer Moss, 
James Petrie, William Pool, Carroll Quick, 
Robert Ray, Kennedy Roode, Al Schott, Wil-
liam Sherman, James Shuey, Donald 
Trettenero, Herbert Wenger, Eugene Ziehm. 

Vietnam War: Roy Armstrong, Wilbur Boegli, 
Cary Bott, Thurman Bradley, Claude Buehrle, 
Robert Bullard, John Carpenter, Terrence Car-
roll, Robert Cofone, Larry Coldren, Paul 
Conley, Byron Daniels, Robert Davis, Mark 
DeDecker, Michael Doherty, Gary Dorsey, 
Mark Drake, Dale Eggleston, Jerry Eldred, 
Gary Ellerman, Daniel Ferguson, William Fish-
er, Roy Friesen, Glenn Fulcher, Glenn Gaines, 
Jerry Graham, Paul Graves, Dwight Gutsche, 
Percey Hamilton II, Christopher Harris, Robert 

Hawkey, William Hellyer, Thomas James, Nor-
man Kegerries, Michael Krier, LeRoy Lawson, 
Harold Lif, Peter Lister, Jimmy Lofink, William 
Margheim, Dallas Maurer, Kevin McGrath, 
Richard Miller Jr., David Naylor, Wesley Nel-
son, Richard Norris, Larry Perkins, Robert 
Randall, Danny Robinett, Robert Rutz, Robert 
Schrader, Billy Schwindt, Jackie Scott, David 
Sellers, David Shigley, Tommy Silva, Kenneth 
Skoglund, Darrell Smith, John Smith, Farrell 
Spencer, Edward Stephens, Stanley Suichta, 
Martin Treml, Kerry Tyler, Linda Tyler, Daryl 
Vande Hoef, Thomas White, Terry Willert, 
John Young. 

It is my distinct pleasure as the U.S. Rep-
resentative of the 4th District of Colorado to 
recognize the honor, courage, and sacrifice of 
these heroes, along with all members of 
America’s Armed Forces. I thank them for 
their dedication and service to this nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MALI GARDNER IN 
HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month, I rise today to 
honor Mali Gardner, a remarkable individual 
and public servant in Florida. 

Ms. Gardner was first elected to the 
Clewiston City Commission in October of 1999 
and was reelected in 2003, 2008, and 2012. 
Ms. Gardner’s work extends far beyond her 
important role on the Clewiston City Commis-
sion. In 2001, Ms. Gardner was appointed 
Mayor of Clewiston, where she served until 
2010, and was elected Mayor once again in 
December 2016. Her tireless efforts on behalf 
of the public led her to become part of Gov-
ernor Rick Scott’s Economic Development 
Transition Team, where she worked to extend 
economic opportunities to Floridians across 
the state. 

Ms. Gardner’s public service extends be-
yond her work on the Clewiston City Commis-
sion or her mayoral activities. Ms. Gardner is 
a Paul Harrison Fellow in the Clewiston Rotary 
Club. As a graduate of Clewiston High School, 
her commitment to the Clewiston community 
runs deep. Whether it is fighting for better 
schools or more economic opportunities for 
residents of Clewiston, it’s a safe bet that Ms. 
Gardner is standing up for her constituents 
and neighbors. 

I have been privileged to work with Mali in 
her capacity as mayor, and been impressed 
time and again with her work ethic and devo-
tion to her community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to know Ms. 
Gardner and I greatly admire her service to 
the community. I have known Mali for many 
years, and she has consistently been among 
the most active, positive, and fore thinking in-
dividuals I have been privileged to work with. 
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I ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
her and her achievements. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DOG AND 
CAT MEAT TRADE PROHIBITION 
ACT OF 2017 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Dog and Cat Meat Prohibition 
Act of 2017, legislation that will prohibit the 
slaughter and trade of dogs and cats for 
human consumption in the United States. It 
might surprise you to learn that consumption 
of dogs and cats is still legal in 44 states in 
our nation, where there are no laws prohibiting 
the purchasing, shipping, transporting, selling, 
or donating of dogs or cats to be slaughtered 
for human consumption. This bill will prohibit 
these actions and impose penalties to ensure 
that individuals involved in the dog or cat meat 
trade are held accountable. 

The United States’ position on this cruel and 
brutal practice should be unequivocal: dogs 
and cats should not be killed in this country for 
the consumption of their meat. It is with ut-
most importance that the United States unifies 
animal cruelty laws in all 50 states and explic-
itly bans the killing of dogs and cats for human 
consumption. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope this body will expedi-
tiously pass this measure. Doing so will reaf-
firm America’s commitment to the humane 
treatment of our most beloved companions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PATRICIA ANDRADE 
IN HONOR OF WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History Month, I rise today to 
honor Patricia Andrade, an activist and advo-
cate for victims of Venezuela’s oppressive re-
gime. 

Ms. Andrade has been recognized as a tire-
less advocate for Venezuelan exiles arriving in 
South Florida. After witnessing waves of Ven-
ezuelans fleeing persecution, Ms. Andrade 
founded the non-profit organization Venezuela 
Awareness. This organization has identified 
the needs of families fleeing persecution and 
worked to address them. This includes finding 
living arrangements, arranging for daily needs, 
and securing legal assistance. 

One of the initiatives of Venezuela Aware-
ness is called Raı́ces Venezolanas, Ven-
ezuelan Roots. This program gives donated 
goods to displaced Venezuelan families. By in-
volving other families, whether of Venezuelan 
origin or not, this initiative creates a sense of 
community involvement in these families’ lives. 

Currently, Ms. Andrade serves as Human 
Rights Director for Venezuela Awareness and 
issues annual reports detailing the human 
rights violations of the Venezuelan govern-
ment. Her work on human rights abuses in 
Venezuela has been used by the Department 

of State, and her advocacy has allowed some 
cases to be presented to the Inter-American 
Commission for Human Rights and the Inter- 
American Court of Human Rights in Costa 
Rica. My office trusts her information and re-
lies on her to keep us abreast of grave human 
rights violations under the Chavez and Maduro 
regimes. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to know Ms. 
Andrade and to recognize her remarkable 
work for Venezuelan exiles and for the State 
of Florida. Her tireless advocacy on behalf of 
those without many resources is admirable 
and has made a real impact on many. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing this 
remarkable woman. 

f 

HONORING TERRY LYNCH 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I take this time to honor 
my friend, Terry Lynch, and to wish him well 
upon his retirement from his position as Vice 
President of the Heat and Frost Insulators 
International. Mr. Lynch retired from his post 
at the end of 2016, and for his many years of 
service and expertise in the field, he is to be 
commended. Terry has devoted his life to the 
interests of men and women in the trades, and 
for his unwavering dedication, he is worthy of 
the highest praise. 

Terry Lynch has served in numerous leader-
ship roles throughout his illustrious career. In 
1970, he began his apprenticeship with As-
bestos Workers Local 17 in Chicago, Illinois, 
before receiving his journeyman card in 1974. 
In 1980, Terry was elected Vice President of 
Local 17, before being selected to serve as 
the union’s Corresponding, Recording, and Fi-
nancial Secretary in 1984. Terry served in this 
capacity until 1986 when he was elected 
Trustee for Local 17’s health, welfare, pen-
sion, and annuity funds. He also served as 
chairman of those jointly trusted funds and for 
the joint apprenticeship training committee. In 
1996, Mr. Lynch was chosen to serve as Busi-
ness Manager of the Heat and Frost Insulators 
and Asbestos Workers Local 17. He was 
elected to the position from which he retired, 
International Vice President at Large, in Sep-
tember 2002. Moreover, Terry served the 
international union as Legislative and Political 
Director and Health Hazard Administrator. 

Each and every day, Terry has cherished 
the honor and responsibility that comes with 
being an elected union leader. He has worked 
tirelessly to end the scourge of asbestos and 
to promote health initiatives to protect families 
impacted by mesothelioma and other asbes-
tos-related health conditions. Terry has sup-
ported mechanical insulation, creating addi-
tional work opportunities for his fellow union 
members. Mr. Lynch is also a member and 
past admiral of the Pirates, a group comprised 
of individuals from union labor and manage-
ment in Northwest Indiana dedicated to help-
ing children with Down syndrome. Terry is 
truly an asset to the industry and to the com-
munity, and his passion and steadfast dedica-
tion serve as an inspiration to us all. 

Terry’s commitment to the community and 
his career is exceeded only by his devotion to 

his amazing family. Terry and his loving wife 
of forty-seven years, Denise, have one son, 
Jason, and one grandson, Connor. 

I am proud that Terry Lynch is my friend, 
and I cannot thank him enough for all that he 
has done for me over the years. I am even 
more grateful for what he has done for so 
many for so long, strangers and friends alike. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in honoring 
Terry Lynch for his outstanding contributions 
to Local 17 and the Heat and Frost Insulators 
International, and to wish him well upon his re-
tirement. For many years, Terry has displayed 
his unwavering loyalty to members of the insu-
lator trades, and his numerous positions have 
provided him the opportunity to touch the lives 
of countless individuals. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. ANN K. SNYDER 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the life of a dedicated community 
leader and a dear friend, Dr. Ann Snyder. 

Ann’s knowledge, faith, and understanding 
have always been her guide, which may ex-
plain her numerous accolades. A committed 
public servant, Ann served as President and 
CEO of Interfaith of The Woodlands and the 
Interfaith Community Clinic for over a decade. 
Today, she serves on The Woodlands Town-
ship and Convention and Visitors Center 
boards, as well as numerous others. 

Ann earned her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Education from Colorado State University, 
her Master of Education degree from the Uni-
versity of Missouri at Columbia, and her Doc-
torate in Curriculum and Instruction from 
Baylor University. 

Her past service as Chair of The Woodlands 
Area Chamber of Commerce, President of The 
Woodlands Rotary Board, and President of the 
National Charity League Board, in addition to 
her work on the boards of the YMCA, Friends 
of the Library, Junior League, and The Wood-
lands Junior Golf Association, perfectly illus-
trates why she was named one of Houston’s 
Most Influential Women in 2015. 

Our future leaders hold a special place in 
Ann’s heart. Whether they were students in 
her classes at the University of Houston, bud-
ding scientists participating in the Education 
for Tomorrow Alliance ’science fairs, students 
in the Conroe Independent School District 
where she served on the Board of Trustees, 
and students at Lone Star College where she 
served on the facilities review committee. It is 
too numerous to name all the organizations 
Ann has helped faithfully guide. 

A devoted member of The Woodlands 
United Methodist Church, Ann’s many commu-
nity honors include: Hometown Hero, Mont-
gomery County Woman of Distinction, South 
Montgomery County Person of the Year, Cit-
izen of the Year, Rotary International’s Serv-
ice-Above-Self Award, The Woodlands Paul 
Harris Award, Rotary Hall of Fame, and many 
more. 

In 2013, the Conroe Independent School 
District ensured that future generations would 
know of her service by dedicating the Ann K. 
Snyder Elementary School. I am proud to rec-
ognize my friend and community hero, Ann 
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Snyder, who continues to show us exactly 
what servant leadership should look like by 
striving to make our community a better place 
to call home. 

f 

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SEABEES 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with sin-
cere appreciation and deep respect that I rec-
ognize the 75th Anniversary of the United 
States Navy’s military construction force, the 
Seabees. For their contributions to our military 
and to countless individuals throughout the 
world, as well as their courage while facing 
danger head on, these brave and skilled serv-
ice members are to be commended. 

In December 1941, following the tragic 
events at Pearl Harbor, the United States 
Navy recognized the need for the presence of 
construction battalions on our nation’s coasts. 
It was from this realization that the Seabees 
came to be. The earliest Seabees, who served 
under the Navy’s Civil Engineer Corps, were 
recruited with an emphasis on their skills in 
the construction trades, but due to the dan-
gerous situations they would encounter, these 
men, who averaged 37 years of age, also 
needed to be ready and able to fight. 

Since World War II, the Seabees have put 
themselves in harm’s way while performing 
construction projects to aid their fellow service 
members, as well as civilians affected by both 
war and natural disasters. In World War II 
alone, more than 325,000 Seabees served on 
six continents and were tasked with everything 
from the construction of airstrips, bridges, and 
roads to the building of hospitals, warehouses, 
and an incredible number of huts to house 
more than 1.5 million military members. During 
the Korean War, the Seabees were called 
upon to address a problem that was thought 
to be impossible. These skilled men managed 
to cut a mountain in half to make a runway at 
Cubi Point, located in the Philippines, while 
constructing a much-needed naval air station 
in the region. Throughout the war in Vietnam, 
the Seabees remained active in the construc-
tion of bridges, roads, and aircraft facilities 
while also providing much support to the peo-
ple of Vietnam through the building of wells, 
schools, hospitals, and utilities. They also 
shared their expert knowledge and skills to 
train the Vietnamese people toward self-suffi-
ciency. Efforts to support construction needs 
for the military and in supporting those af-
fected by war have continued throughout the 
Persian Gulf War as well as in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

The Seabees have also been called upon 
time and time again to provide much needed 
assistance, both within our borders and be-
yond, during times of crisis and devastation. 
From Hurricane Camille in 1969, to Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005, to the 2010 and 2011 disas-
trous earthquakes and tsunami that rocked 
Haiti and Japan, and many times in between, 
the Seabees have courageously put them-
selves in danger while working on rescue and 
cleanup efforts, as well as the vast rebuilding 
needed in these dire situations. They have 
been instrumental in rebuilding roads, housing, 

and the critical ports that were required for hu-
manitarian supplies to reach these countries. 
In many of these instances, without the skilled 
and dedicated efforts of the Seabees, the out-
comes would have been much worse for many 
more people. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring the many dedicated Seabees who 
have served our nation for the past 75 years. 
They represent an important part of the United 
States Military, and are a true example of un-
wavering patriotism. Let us never forget the 
service, sacrifice, and contributions they made 
and continue to make on behalf of our nation, 
their fellow service members, and those in 
need throughout the world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ANTHONY FERRERI 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Anthony Ferreri for his enduring devo-
tion to serving others in need. 

A lifelong Staten Islander, Anthony has 
been at the forefront of providing quality hos-
pital care. President and CEO of Staten Island 
University Hospital since 2003, he has over-
seen the hospital’s growth with the addition of 
the Elizabeth A. Connelly Emergency and 
Trauma Center in 2009 and the Regina M. 
McGinn, MD Education Center in 2011. This 
dedication led Modem HealthCare Magazine 
to award Anthony its Community Leadership 
Award. 

In 2013, after being named as Executive Di-
rector of the North Shore—LIJ Health Sys-
tem’s Western Region, Anthony Ferreri was 
then appointed the Executive Vice President 
just two years later. With his new position 
came additional duties, as he also became the 
System’s Chief Affiliation Officer and Regional 
Executive Director for Westchester County. 
His established track record of effective part-
nerships with area hospitals and medical cen-
ters made him an ideal choice for this position, 
at which he excelled. 

Anthony has also proven himself a steadfast 
servant to his community. He has served nu-
merous nonprofit boards, among them the 
Friends of May Chang Foundation, New York 
Organ Donor Network, and the Snug Harbor 
Cultural Center. Furthermore, he is the Chair-
man of the Board of Staten Island’s Moore 
Catholic High School. He has been recognized 
on multiple occasions for his community serv-
ice. One such example is that he was only the 
12th graduate of New Dorp High School to be 
inducted into its Hall of Fame. Moreover, he 
was also awarded the Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor by the National Ethnic Coalition of Or-
ganizations. 

Mr. Speaker, Anthony Ferreri has spent his 
life serving his community and providing qual-
ity care to hospital patients. I thank him for his 
lifetime of work and I wish him the best in re-
tirement. 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA’S NEWLY NATURALIZED 
CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate twenty-five individuals 
who will take their oaths of citizenship on Fri-
day, March 10, 2017. This memorable occa-
sion, presided over by Judge Philip P. Simon, 
will be held at the United States Courthouse 
and Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America, that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On March 10, 2017, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Arturo Abel Diaz Pena, 
Lakshmi Sowmya Koppineedi, Abel Ruiz Ro-
mero, Pierre Remon Halteh, Dayanara Calix, 
Vanessa Yalen Cardenas, Carlos Alberto 
Uribe Schiaffino, Mohammad Abdelqader, 
Anna Broda-Stephens, Alicia Castaneda, 
Amilcar Chavez, Lupita Cortes, Nancy Nasilele 
Imasiku, Paulina Landeros Salazar, Mi Young 
Youn, Jay Joohyoung Lee, Xinyu Kevin Liu, 
Roberto Martinez, Ishaq Mohammed, Mercy 
Dickson Mtika-Nyirenda, Maria Pacheco, Anto-
nia Roman, Luis Alberto Salas, Maria de 
Lourdes Sanchez de Flores, and Jacob James 
Yang. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on March 10, 2017. They, too, will be Amer-
ican citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. We, as a free and demo-
cratic nation, congratulate them and welcome 
them. 
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HONORING THE CAREER OF MR. M. 

WAYNE HUTTON 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of Mr. M. Wayne Hutton. 
After more than 30 years of serving in law en-
forcement, Mr. Hutton is retiring as Super-
vising District Attorney Investigator in Merced. 
Mr. Hutton’s service to the community has 
earned him recognition among law enforce-
ment officials throughout the San Joaquin Val-
ley and California. He has undoubtedly paved 
a legacy in public service within our commu-
nity. 

Mr. Hutton’s career is characterized by a 
strong work ethic and a passion for justice. 
Mr. Hutton began his law enforcement career 
as a Special Agent in the United States Air 
Force Office of Special Investigations. During 
his time as a Special Agent, Mr. Hutton was 
honored and awarded the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal, four Achievement Medals, 
and the National Defense Medal. He then 
went on to serve as a Deputy Sheriff in the 
Merced County Sheriff’s Department. He re-
ceived a Sheriff’s Commendation for imple-
menting the first Citizen’s Law Enforcement 
Academy as well as his display of tactical ac-
tion during a suicide attempt by a citizen. Mr. 
Hutton also received recognition for his work 
in the area of domestic violence and was 
praised by the Senate of the State of Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. Hutton later served as an Investigator 
for the District Attorney in Merced County. 
During his tenure, Mr. Hutton has conducted 
numerous felony investigations and other high 
profile major white collar fraud cases. Due to 
his outstanding work, he was then promoted 
to Supervising Investigator. Mr. Hutton wrote 
the Policy and Procedures Manual for the Bu-
reau of Investigation and conducted numerous 
embezzlement and white collar crime inves-
tigations, which included a case that involved 
a record $1.4 million loss. 

Mr. Hutton’s decision to become an adjunct 
instructor at Merced College is another exam-
ple of his devoted service to the community. 
Mr. Hutton taught the next generation of law 
enforcement the skills necessary to write re-
ports and do complete criminal investigations. 
He has instructed over 300 cadets in the State 
of California’s Peace Officer Standards and 
Training approved Reserve Peace Officer 
Training Courses. 

Many are saddened by Mr. Hutton’s retire-
ment, but his achievements and years of serv-
ice will not be forgotten. He has been a part 
of the law enforcement community for 31 
years, and it is my hope that his career will in-
spire others to follow in his footsteps. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the career and achievement 
of Mr. M. Wayne Hutton. Mr. Hutton has prov-
en to be an inspiring and hardworking indi-
vidual for Merced County, and I am confident 
he will continue to demonstrate his passion for 
public service in the next chapter of his life. 

HONORING JUSTICE ROBERT 
RUCKER 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I take this 
time to honor a dear friend and one of Indi-
ana’s finest citizens, Indiana Supreme Court 
Justice Robert Rucker, and to wish him well 
upon his retirement. Throughout his many 
years of public service, Justice Rucker has 
worked tirelessly to improve the lives of his 
fellow Hoosiers. After nearly two decades on 
the Indiana Supreme Court, Justice Rucker 
will be retiring this spring. He has left an indel-
ible mark as an outstanding public servant, 
and for this, he is worthy of the highest praise. 

Justice Rucker grew up in Gary, Indiana, 
and graduated from Gary Roosevelt High 
School. Before embarking on his legal career, 
Justice Rucker, a decorated veteran of the 
United States Army, honorably served his 
country during the Vietnam War. He went on 
to receive a bachelor’s degree from Indiana 
University in 1974 before completing the Juris 
Doctor at the Valparaiso University School of 
Law in 1976. A devoted legal scholar, Justice 
Rucker has also earned a Master of Laws de-
gree in the judicial process from the University 
of Virginia School of Law. 

In 1991, following many remarkable years of 
service to the Northwest Indiana community, 
Justice Rucker was appointed to the Indiana 
Court of Appeals by Governor Evan Bayh, be-
coming the first African American to serve on 
an Indiana appellate court. In 1999, he was 
appointed by Governor Frank O’Bannon to the 
Indiana Supreme Court. Throughout his illus-
trious judicial career, he has authored more 
than 1,200 civil and criminal opinions. He has 
served on numerous boards and committees 
including the Indiana Commission for Con-
tinuing Legal Education, Indiana Trial Lawyers 
Association, Northwest Indiana Legal Services 
Organization, and the Judicial Council of the 
National Bar Association. 

Justice Rucker’s colleagues could not hold 
him in higher esteem, stating that ‘‘His work 
stands as a powerful illustration of the guid-
ance courts provide for the peaceful resolution 
of disputes encompassing nearly every facet 
of Hoosier life.’’ They have said that what is 
most admirable about him is his commitment 
to seek equality for all people. ‘‘He always had 
the courage and fortitude to protect the rights 
of all, regardless of their state in life. He has 
the ability to stand in the shoes of any person 
and understand their plight.’’ For his lifetime of 
leadership and his truly inspiring career in 
public service, Justice Rucker is to be com-
mended. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
an outstanding servant of the public for his 
lifetime of service to the people of Indiana and 
to wish him well upon his retirement. His con-
tinuous effort to improve the quality of life for 
all Hoosiers is truly admirable, and we have 
been blessed to have had his presence in the 
judiciary for so long. Justice Rucker’s legacy 
will endure as a source of pride for the First 
Congressional District, and his selfless service 
is to be emulated and admired. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, unfortunately, on March 1, 2017, I 
missed one recorded vote on the House floor. 
Had I been present, I would have voted YEA 
on Roll Call 121. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PURDUE 
UNIVERSITY NORTHWEST 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I take this time to recog-
nize Purdue University Northwest as the col-
lege celebrates the first anniversary of Found-
ers Day, which took place on March 6, 2017. 
The successful unification of two college cam-
puses into a single university led to the cre-
ation of Purdue University Northwest, which is 
one of the first educational mergers in Indiana. 
The merger creates more choices for stu-
dents, promotes a regional identity, and con-
tributes to economic development in North-
west Indiana. 

In recognition of this day, we honor and 
commend the outstanding contributions Pur-
due University Northwest has made to the 
community of Northwest Indiana and beyond. 
A comprehensive regional university, Purdue 
Northwest offers award winning undergraduate 
and master’s degree programs, a nursing 
practice doctorate, a full athletic program, stu-
dent housing, international student programs, 
and innovative research centers and institutes. 
These programs have been a tremendous 
benefit to the local community through the fos-
tering of a culture of innovation, which is so 
crucial in today’s ever-changing economy. 

During World War II, technical classes were 
offered to region plant workers, which was 
part of a national defense training program. 
Purdue decided to continue to offer courses in 
Northwest Indiana after the war ended, and in 
1946, classes were held at various locations 
throughout the area. Over time, two campuses 
emerged, with some 77,000 degrees earned 
by graduates. 

Currently, Purdue Northwest offers more 
than seventy state-of-the-art programs to ap-
proximately 13,350 students. Additionally, in-
novative and passionate staff, faculty, depart-
ment heads, and leadership, including former 
chancellors and the current chancellor, Dr. 
Thomas L. Keon, are held in the highest es-
teem for their unwavering dedication, which 
has contributed to the success of Purdue Uni-
versity Northwest. Their expertise in the field 
of education has been a remarkable asset to 
the region, and their tireless efforts have en-
hanced the lives of Purdue University North-
west’s many students and alumni. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
and congratulating Purdue University North-
west on the first anniversary of Founders Day. 
The merger has improved educational oppor-
tunities for the institution’s current students 
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and will positively impact the lives of countless 
scholars for years to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING MARIACHI AZUL Y 
PLATA’S STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 
WIN 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mariachi Azul Y Plata of the Ben Bolt 
Palito Blanco Independent School District for 
recently winning its second consecutive state 
mariachi championship in Class 2A. 

Ben Bolt High School and the people of 
South Texas are proud of the musicians of 
Mariachi Azul Y Plata for their hard work and 
impressive talent. This accomplishment is a 
testament to the dedication of these young 
men and women. Through their state title, Ben 
Bolt has set the bar for generations of high 
school mariachi musicians to come. 

The mariachi band is composed of 23 stu-
dents, who jointly participated in auditions 
against other schools to attend the competi-
tion. Azul Y Plata excelled in their division and 
they continue to embrace the Mariachi culture 
and keep our Hispanic heritage alive. 

Congratulations again to the Palito Blanco 
High School Mariachi band in Ben Bolt for 
their tremendous achievement. 

f 

HONORING CONNERSVILLE HIGH 
SCHOOL SPARTANS BOYS VAR-
SITY BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Connersville High School on its 2017 
IHSAA Class 4A Sectional 9 championship in 
boys’ basketball. 

The Spartans faced off against the New 
Castle Trojans, with a standing room only 
crowd watching, at historic New Castle Field-
house, the world’s largest high school gym-
nasium. 

I am proud of these young men for not only 
their remarkable win, but also for the Hoosier 
sportsmanship that they displayed throughout 
this exciting season. I want to commend 
Coach Kerry Brown as well as all of the as-
sistant coaches who led these young men to 
victory. 

Congrats, Spartans. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO D.M. MILLER 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the finest men I have ever known, Mr. 
D.M. Miller, was the subject of a lengthy arti-
cle in the Knoxville News-Sentinel. 

The article told of his 48 years in education 
in my hometown of Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Mr. Miller touched thousands of lives in 
good and positive ways during his career as a 
teacher, coach, principal, administrator, and 
school board member. 

This country is in a better place today be-
cause of the life and service of D.M. Miller. 

I include in the RECORD, the story about Mr. 
Miller in the Knoxville News-Sentinel from 
March 2, 2017. 
[From The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Mar. 2, 

2017] 
(By Rebecca D. Williams) 

You might say D.M. Miller of Knoxville, 91, 
a longtime educator and coach, was in school 
most of his life. 

‘‘I remember seeing my first basketball 
game, at South Harriman School, where my 
aunt was playing. I was 6 or 7 years old,’’ he 
said. 

‘‘I was born in Roane County on Oct. 22, 
1925. My parents were Ben and Stella Schu-
bert Miller. My dad had a fourth-grade edu-
cation and my mom had a fifth,’’ he said. 

By the time he was 10, the family moved to 
Knoxville and lived in Lonsdale. ‘‘This was 
during the (Great) Depression, and every-
body was poor. My dad was a machinist, a 
motor mechanic, an electrician and a car-
penter. He was without work at times,’’ Mil-
ler said. 

When he was a student at Lonsdale Ele-
mentary School, Miller remembers the 
marching band from Rule High School going 
on ‘‘strike,’’ and marching around Lonsdale, 
to protest the fact that Rule only had 10 
grades. The kids wanted 12 grades so they 
wouldn’t have to walk to Knox High School, 
Miller said. 

Rule High School had 12 grades by the time 
Miller got there. He lettered in basketball, 
track and baseball, and was captain of the 
football team and vice president of his senior 
class in 1944. Shortly after graduation, Miller 
joined the U.S. Navy, during World War II. 

‘‘Everybody wanted to join up,’’ he said. 
‘‘My mom wouldn’t let me drop out of high 
school to go in. I graduated from Rule High 
School on a Friday and went right in the 
Navy, a boatswain’s mate.’’ 

Miller served on the U.S.S. Gosper, an am-
phibious invasion and casualty evacuation 
ship in the Pacific. The ship was part of the 
Okinawa invasion. ‘‘There were four of us 
boys from Rule High School over there, and 
two of them got killed at Okinawa. We 
thought we were going to invade Japan, but 
thank goodness (the U.S. dropped the atomic 
bomb) and the war ended,’’ he said. 

‘‘Then, they sent us to Corregidor (Phil-
ippines), and we picked up 2,700 American, 
Canadian and British prisoners of war. None 
of them weighed a hundred pounds. They 
were skeletons,’’ he remembered. 

After the war, Miller returned to Ten-
nessee and enrolled in Maryville College on 
the G.I. Bill, where he played football and 
majored in education. ‘‘All the veterans had 
come back from the war, and we had a pretty 
good ball club,’’ he said. ‘‘I played on an 
undefeated team and in the Tangerine Bowl, 
a forerunner of the Citrus Bowl, in 1946.’’ 

As a senior, he met Viola ‘‘Vi’’ Marshall, 
at a dance. ‘‘I saw her dancing and cut in,’’ 
he said. ‘‘We started going together and got 
married June 2, 1952.’’ 

In 1950, Miller was hired back at his alma 
mater, Rule High School, as an assistant 
coach of several sports and teacher of math, 
science and health. He eventually became 
the head football coach of the ‘‘Golden 
Bears.’’ 

When the drafting teacher died unexpect-
edly on a Friday, Miller was asked to take 
over his class. He had only had one class in 
drafting in high school. ‘‘I studied all week-
end to get ready,’’ he said. ‘‘I taught on Mon-
day.’’ 

Miller went back to the University of Ten-
nessee at night for a master’s degree in ad-
ministration and became assistant principal 
of Rule High School for four years, and then 
principal from 1965 through 1975. It was a 
time of racial integration of the schools. 

‘‘We had on one side of us Lonsdale Homes, 
and on the other side was College Homes. 
And in between there was Western Heights, 
the largest low-income housing project in 
the area. So we started integrating in 1970. I 
enrolled 1,625 kids in a school that would 
hold 1,000. Eight hundred were black. We had 
the Black Panthers on campus; we had to 
run them out. It was not easy. I broke up the 
first fight,’’ he said. 

Discipline back then involved a ‘‘long pad-
dle,’’ Miller said. ‘‘Our kids were used to it. 
Mamas would call me and say, ‘Handle it.’ 
You have to be fair and firm and consistent. 
There’s no in-between,’’ he said. 

After being principal, Miller was asked to 
work in the Knoxville City Schools adminis-
tration building as the administrative assist-
ant to the superintendent. He also served on 
the control board of the Tennessee Sec-
ondary School Athletic Association for nine 
years, during which time he helped TSSAA 
build an office in Hermitage, reclassify 
schools, and implement Title IX. He was in-
ducted into its Hall of Fame as an adminis-
trator in 1994. 

Miller retired after almost 35 years in the 
city school system, and was elected to the 
Knoxville City School Board in 1986. The city 
and county schools merged in 1987, and Mil-
ler was elected to the consolidated board for 
his second term. ‘‘I’m the only man to have 
served on both,’’ he said. 

The Millers had three children, a daughter 
in 1952, and two sons. Even though he was an 
educator, Miller’s daughter could not go to 
public schools. 

‘‘Our daughter, Elizabeth, we call her 
Libby, was born handicapped. They told us 
we should put her in an institution. We just 
couldn’t bear to let her go, so we raised her. 

‘‘The (Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act) hadn’t come into effect yet. So 
she never had any education. We couldn’t get 
her in a regular school. Her speech was a 
problem. We had her at every speech clinic, 
and we had her to doctor after doctor, but 
she never went to school,’’ he said. 

Libby Miller is 64 today. She lives with the 
Millers and attends the Sertoma Center each 
day for adults with intellectual disabilities. 

In retirement, Miller has been very active 
in his church, New Hope Presbyterian. And 
Miller still keeps in touch with other stu-
dents from Rule High School, which closed in 
1991. In 2015, the Rule Alumni honored Miller 
with a ‘‘Greatest Among Us’’ Award. 

‘‘I counted it up one time, and I’ve been in 
education about 48 years,’’ he said. ‘‘Given 
my mom and dad’s education, it’s a miracle. 

f 

HONORING 2016 ‘‘MR. AMIGO’’ 
FERNANDO LANDEROS VERDUGO 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Charro Days Fiesta and commend 
the 2016 ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ chosen by the Mr. 
Amigo Association of Brownsville, Texas, and 
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, in Mexico. 

Fernando Landeros Verdugo is a caring phi-
lanthropist and founder of the Fundación 
Teletón. His institution’s efforts have united 
both Latin America and the U.S. over the last 
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20 years with the purpose of providing oppor-
tunities to children with disabilities and their 
families. His hard work has gained him the ad-
miration of many, and he is an excellent 
choice to represent the spirit of friendship. 

First awarded in 1964, the title of ‘‘Mr. 
Amigo’’ is an annual tribute to an outstanding 
Mexican citizen who has made a lasting con-
tribution during the previous year to inter-
national solidarity and goodwill. ‘‘Mr. Amigo’’ 
acts as an ambassador between the United 
States and Mexico and presides over the an-
nual Charro Days Fiesta. 

Charro Days dates back to 1937, when the 
citizens of Brownsville organized the event in 
the midst of the Great Depression to celebrate 
the cultural heritage shared between Browns-
ville and its sister city across the Rio Grande, 
Matamoros. The first Charro Days celebration 
featured a parade with horse-drawn floats and 
participants dressed in traditional Mexican 
costumes reminiscent of charros, or Mexican 
cowboys. 

From these humble beginnings, Charro 
Days has evolved into a multi-day event, 
which includes dances, fiestas, a children’s 
parade, and the Grand International Parade. 
Thousands of participants from both sides of 
the border celebrate these traditions each 
year. 

The 80th annual Charro Days celebration 
commenced on February 19th, with a grito, or 
celebratory yell, and on February 25th, the 
Mayor of Brownsville and the Mayor of Mata-
moros met at the Gateway International Bridge 
to extend their hands across the border, sym-
bolizing the friendship between the two cities. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity 
to honor the Charro Days Fiesta and for join-
ing me in recognizing the importance of this 
annual celebration, which continues to 
strengthen the relationship between Browns-
ville and Matamoros, and the bonds between 
the United States and Mexico. 

f 

HONORING GREENSBURG COMMU-
NITY HIGH SCHOOL PIRATES 
BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL 
TEAM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Greensburg Community High School on 
its 2017 IHSAA Class 3A Sectional 29 cham-
pionship in boys’ basketball. 

The Pirates faced off against the Lawrence-
burg Tigers on their home court and defeated 
them 55–41. 

I am proud of these young men for not only 
their remarkable win, but also for the Hoosier 
sportsmanship that they displayed throughout 
this exciting season. I want to commend 
Coach Stacy Meyer as well as all of the as-
sistant coaches who led these young men to 
victory. 

Congrats, Pirates. 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL 
BALISTRIERE 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Michael ‘‘Mike’’ Balistriere who is re-
tiring from Milwaukee Area Labor Council on 
March 17, 2017. Mike is a labor leader, vet-
eran, father and advocate. 

Mike Balistriere has been a proud union 
member since 1969 when he began his career 
at Evinrude Motors. Mike served in Vietnam 
as a United States Marine from 1969–1971 
and returned to Evinrude after his service. He 
became an active member with the United 
Steelworkers (USW) Local 1302, while at 
Evinrude and was elected Chief Steward in 
1974 and served on the bargaining committee 
for 15 years. As a member of USW Local 
1302, Mike served on a variety of committees 
at the behest of his union. 

Mr. Balistriere was called upon by his Inter-
national Union to help with the Firestone/ 
Bridgestone strike as part of a statewide com-
mittee. The United Steelworkers won that hard 
fought fight benefiting the workers which led to 
the merger of the United Steelworkers and 
Rubber Workers. In 1997, Mike left Evinrude 
to assume the position of Community Service 
Liaison at the United Way of Greater Mil-
waukee and later for the Milwaukee Area 
Labor Council. 

In his position as Community Service Liai-
son, Mr. Balistriere has served as a member 
of the AFL-CIO Union Veterans Council, Co- 
Founder of the Veterans Community Relations 
Team, and Treasurer for the War Memorial 
Board. Further, he worked closely with the 
HIRE Center, Wisconsin Election Protection, 
and chaired the St. Bens Annual Cook Out for 
the Milwaukee Area Labor Council, United 
Way of Greater Milwaukee and Waukesha 
County for the past 10 years. 

Some of Mike’s notable achievements in-
clude preventing the hostile takeover of the 
Milwaukee County War Memorial, moving the 
statue of General MacArthur to the lakefront, 
meeting with the Japanese, Korean, Aus-
tralian, and the Philippines consulates in Chi-
cago about the Gen. MacArthur Memorial 
Lakefront Event. One of Mike Balistriere’s 
proudest moments was to lead the recitation 
of the Pledge of Allegiance before President 
Barack Obama speeches at both the Bradley 
Center and Laborfest. 

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to 
know Mike Balistriere and work with him for 
many years on labor issues, veterans’ issues 
and voting rights. I join with friends and his 
wife, Cindy and children Rebecca, Michael Jr., 
Sarah, and Nathan to congratulate him as he 
transitions into a different phase of his life. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Mike 
Balistriere and to call him friend. The citizens 
of the Fourth Congressional District and the 
State of Wisconsin are privileged to have 
someone of ability and dedicated service 
working on their behalf for so many years. I 
thank him for all that he has done. I am hon-
ored for these reasons to pay tribute to Mike 
Balistriere. 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF OLMITO WATER SUP-
PLY CORPORATION, INC. 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Olmito Water Supply Corporation, Inc. 
on their 50th year of service. 

Olmito Water Supply Corporation (WSC) 
was certified as a non-profit in 1967 and is lo-
cated in Cameron County. For 50 years, the 
leadership of its Board of Directors and dedi-
cation of its employees has brought vital serv-
ices to the region. Since its foundation, the 
corporation has provided safe tap water and 
sanitary sewer service to the rural community 
of Olmito, Texas. 

Today, Olmito WSC has established 2,175 
water connections that serve over 8,000 
‘colonia’ residents. Colonias are unincor-
porated settlements along the U.S.-Mexico 
border that lack living necessities such as po-
table water, sewer systems, electricity, paved 
roads, and sanitary housing. The corporation’s 
ability to provide clean water and sanitary 
sewer service has raised the quality of life for 
residents, and has laid the infrastructure for 
the creation of new subdivisions and commer-
cial establishments in the area. 

The Olmito Water Supply Corporation has 
made a lasting, positive impact on our com-
munity, and it will continue to play a critical 
role in the improvement of South Texas. I rise 
today to congratulate the Olmito Water Supply 
Corporation as it celebrates 50 years of suc-
cess. 

f 

HONORING DR. LESTER TENNEY 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Dr. Lester Irwin Tenney of Carlsbad, Cali-
fornia, who recently passed away on February 
24, 2017 at the age of 96. I am proud to rec-
ognize his memory as his Congressman and 
admire his life’s work to strengthen ties with 
our allies in Japan. 

Dr. Tenney served our nation during World 
War II on the 192nd Tank Battalion in the Phil-
ippines. Immediately following the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, his battalion continuously fought 
against the Japanese assault until his com-
manders surrendered on April 9, 1942. He be-
came a Prisoner of War and survived the infa-
mous Bataan Death March, while thousands 
of his American and Filipino counterparts per-
ished. He was then forced to work in a Japa-
nese coal mine until the conclusion of the war. 
Upon returning to the U.S., Dr. Tenney studied 
business at San Diego State University, taught 
finance at Arizona State University, and start-
ed his own financial planning firm. 

After publishing his memoirs documenting 
the atrocities he experienced as a POW, Dr. 
Tenney made it his mission to forgive his cap-
tors and establish friendships with Japanese 
citizens. As national commander of the De-
fenders of Bataan and Corregidor, he met the 
Japanese Ambassador to the United States, 
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Ichiro Fujisaki, and arranged for a public apol-
ogy on behalf of Japan to the surviving POWs. 
He also worked with the Japanese govern-
ment to establish the U.S.-Japan POW Friend-
ship Program, which allows former POWs and 
their families to visit Japan annually. Finally, 
Dr. Tenney received a personal apology from 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2015 
and just last month received a letter of apol-
ogy from Mitsubishi Materials Corporation, one 
of the companies that profited from POW labor 
at the time. I have been fortunate enough to 
know Dr. Tenney. His courage and tenacity 
are an inspiration to all, and his moving story 
demonstrates how much impact one person 
can have on world affairs. 

Dr. Tenney’s legacy is admirable and his 
impressive achievements in U.S.-Japan rela-
tions will be remembered for years to come. 
He is survived by his wife, Betty, and his son, 
two stepsons, seven grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren. I extend my condolences 
to his family in this difficult time. 

f 

HONORING NORTHEASTERN HIGH 
SCHOOL KNIGHTS BOYS VARSITY 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Northeastern High School on its 2017 
IHSAA Class 2A Sectional 41 championship in 
boys’ basketball. 

The Knights faced off against the Union 
County Patriots, defeating them 54–41. 

I am proud of these young men for not only 
their remarkable win, but also for the Hoosier 
sportsmanship that they displayed throughout 
this exciting season. I want to commend 
Coach Brent Ross as well as all of the assist-
ant coaches who led these young men to vic-
tory. 

Congrats, Knights. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFELONG CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF PAUL KALINIAN 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to Fresnan Paul 
Kalinian, a philanthropic and award winning 
filmmaker known especially for his documen-
tary on Armenian-American William Saroyan. 

Paul Kalinian was born in Beirut, Lebanon 
on February 14, 1932, but spent the majority 
of his childhood in Damascus, Syria. At age 
14, he discovered his passion for photography 
and began learning the skill at the Photo 
Gulbenk Studio in Damascus. Four years 
later, he returned to Beirut, opening his first 
photography studio, Photo Paul in 1961. In 
1964, he moved to Canada, then to the United 
States to further pursue a future in photog-
raphy and filmmaking. Attending the New York 
Institute of Photography, Paul received de-
grees in Photography and Motion Picture Pro-
duction in 1967. That same year, he returned 
to Beirut to marry his longtime sweetheart, 

Araxie Deuvletian. They immigrated to the 
United States and were blessed with twins: a 
son Harold and a daughter Susie, making 
Fresno, California their permanent home, the 
birthplace of his childhood hero William Sa-
royan. 

In 1972, Paul opened his second studio, 
Paul’s Photography Studio, in Fresno, Cali-
fornia. Throughout the years, he photographed 
countless people from all walks of life, from 
politicians and generals, to models, musicians 
and clergy leaders. His works have been pub-
lished in over a dozen books, and numerous 
newspapers and magazines, and have been 
displayed in over a dozen different locations 
such as government buildings, museums, 
schools and libraries. 

Aside from having a passion for photog-
raphy, Paul had a dream of one day being 
able to photograph internationally renowned 
Armenian-American Pulitzer Prize and Oscar 
winner, William Saroyan. After 12 years of 
chasing this dream, Paul was finally able to 
capture portraits of the famous writer and 
playwright on March 26, 1976. One such char-
acteristic portrait was selected by the United 
States and Soviet Union Postal Services, 
among 400 other photographs, to be used for 
their Commemorative Postal Stamps. This 
was the first time in history that an individual 
was selected as a humanitarian symbol of 
peace and friendship between two superpower 
nations. First-day-issue ceremonies took place 
simultaneously on May 22, 1991 in Fresno, 
California and in Yerevan, Armenia. 

After William Saroyan’s death in 1981, Paul 
created a 22 minute presentation of Saroyan’s 
portraits, along with his narration ‘‘How I shot 
Saroyan,’’ which was shown over 100 times in 
various cities, and televised on public stations. 
In light of the positive response, Paul and his 
daughter, Dr. Susie Kalinian, decided to col-
laborate and create a documentary film about 
Saroyan’s life and works, narrated by another 
famous Fresnan whom Kalinian admires and 
respects, television and motion picture star, 
actor Mike Connors. Entitled William Saroyan; 
The Man The Writer, the film was written and 
directed by Paul and produced by his daugh-
ter. It is a symbol of Paul’s admiration for Sa-
royan as one of the greatest writers of our 
time. The film was created to preserve and 
present Saroyan’s works, recognize his dual 
cultural heritage, and spread his message of 
peace and hope around the world. The film, a 
labor of love, won numerous awards of rec-
ognition, including six international film festival 
awards and a Gold Award for Best Documen-
tary Film among 12 competing nations. The 
film premiered on April 9, 1991 in Fresno at 
the William Saroyan Theatre. Today, over one 
million people have seen the film in more than 
60 cities in 19 countries around the world. 
This film not only pays tribute to Saroyan, but 
pays tribute to Armenians and Fresno, Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating a man who has dedi-
cated his life to preserving American and Ar-
menian culture through the art of photography 
and film. It is both fitting and appropriate that 
we recognize Paul Kalinian for his educational 
and philanthropic contributions to his commu-
nity, his country, and our world. I join Paul’s 
family in wishing him health and happiness for 
years to come. 

HONORING SOUTH RIPLEY RAID-
ERS BOYS VARSITY BASKET-
BALL TEAM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor South Ripley High School on its 2017 
IHSAA Class 2A Sectional 45 championship in 
boys’ basketball. 

The Raiders faced off against the Milan Indi-
ans, defeating them 47–42. 

I am proud of these young men for not only 
their remarkable win, but also for the Hoosier 
sportsmanship that they displayed throughout 
this exciting season. I want to commend 
Coach Travis Wrightsman as well as all of the 
assistant coaches who led these young men 
to victory. 

Congrats, Raiders. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE TENTH AN-
NIVERSARY OF PUB-
LIC.RESOURCE.ORG 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of the tenth anniversary of Pub-
lic.Resource.Org, a nonprofit organization pro-
moting openness and transparency in all three 
branches of the federal government. 

In the past decade, organizations like Public 
Resource have been instrumental in utilizing 
modern technology and the Internet as vehi-
cles to make the proceedings and reports of 
the House of Representatives readily available 
to the general public. While I served as Chair-
man of the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, our staff worked with Public 
Resource to upload a video archive of all its 
proceedings to the Internet and used official 
transcripts to add closed captioning to our 
hearings. In addition to the Oversight Com-
mittee, their team uploaded over 3,000 hear-
ings from all committees to the Internet Ar-
chive, particularly documenting activity in the 
House from 2005 through 2011. 

In the Judicial Branch, Public Resource pub-
lished all the historical opinions of the U.S. 
Court of Appeals and millions of pages of 
briefs from significant judicial opinions. They 
also worked with numerous executive agen-
cies, including the Department of Defense, the 
Archivist of the United States, the National 
Technical Information Service, and the Internal 
Revenue Service to post thousands of govern-
ment videos and upload over 9 million tax 
documents of nonprofit organizations for the 
public record. 

As the organization celebrates this mile-
stone, I would like to congratulate Public Re-
source for its service to Congress and the on-
going effort to provide American citizens with 
the tools they need to scrutinize the activities 
of the federal government. 
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FINDLAY NAMED TOP 

MICROPOLITAN COMMUNITY IN 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to rec-
ognize the City of Findlay, Ohio for being 
named a 2016 Top Micropolitan Community in 
the United States. This is the third year in a 
row that Findlay has been selected by Site 
Selection magazine for this honor. 

Site Selection ranks micropolitan areas, 
which have populations ranging between 
10,000 and 50,000, by evaluating different 
sets of criteria for opportunities to provide 
proven sustainable success. Findlay, once 
again, ranked highest out of these cities with 
22 projects that secure and grow the local 
economic growth of the community. 

Findlay has made quite a name for itself by 
focusing their efforts on steady economic de-
velopment. Site Selection has deemed this the 
‘‘Findlay Formula,’’ the building of strong, reli-
able partnerships from the local government 
arena to both business and nonprofit organiza-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, the success in Findlay is a 
testament to the strong leadership and tight- 
knit community that exists in Hancock County. 
I’m excited about potential future development 
and the benefits it will bring to residents and 
businesses that are proud to call Findlay 
home. Congratulations once again to the City 
of Findlay for being named a top Micropolitan 
community. 

HONORING HAUSER HIGH SCHOOL 
JETS BOYS VARSITY BASKET-
BALL TEAM 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Hauser High School on its 2017 IHSAA 
Class 1A Sectional 60 championship in boys’ 
basketball. 

The Jets faced off against the Oldenburg 
Academy Twisters, defeating them 64–61. 

I am proud of these young men for not only 
their remarkable win, but also for the Hoosier 
sportsmanship that they displayed throughout 
this exciting season. I want to commend 
Coach Bob Nobbe as well as all of the assist-
ant coaches who led these young men to vic-
tory. 

Congrats, Jets. 
f 

HONORING PACKANACK LAKE FIRE 
COMPANY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 75th Anniversary of the 
Packanack Lake Fire Company No. 5, located 
in Wayne, New Jersey. 

Beginning in 1942, during the midst of 
World War II, the Packanack Lake community 
of 500 homes at the time was very concerned 
about the threat of attacks from the Axis pow-
ers. Six residents found the need for a local 
fire department in order to provide protection 
to the community. The residents applied for 
use of Civil Defense equipment. With great ef-
fort, they were organized as a civil defense 
unit and equipment was allocated. Funds were 

later loaned in order to purchase a truck from 
a nearby fire company in Mountain View, New 
Jersey. Over the years two more trucks were 
added; increasing the capabilities of the fire 
company. In 1946, the state of New Jersey 
passed legislation that officially recognized the 
Packanack Lake Fire and Emergency Squad 
as a fire company, and allowed Wayne Town-
ship to allocate extra funds to the emergency 
squad. After several expansions of the emer-
gency squad, the need for a fire house 
emerged. Property was donated by Packanack 
Homes and a two story fire house was built by 
the volunteer firefighters themselves. Materials 
were gathered from nearby demolished build-
ings and construction was complete by 1948. 
While construction was nearing completion the 
spouses of the volunteers formed the 
Packanack Lake Ladies Auxiliary who dedi-
cated their time raising funds and supporting 
the fire company. And, the Auxiliary remains 
very active today! 

Today, the fire company is a prominent enti-
ty in Packanack Lake. Membership has never 
been higher and they are now equipped with 
four trucks and one heavy rescue truck. With 
over 700 calls a year the fire company is al-
ways utilizing these resources to the best of 
their abilities. From six residents who saw the 
necessity to protect their community, grew a 
fine fire company who still supports and pro-
tects their community. 

Like all fire companies, the Packanack Lake 
Company is more than fighting fires. From 
serving as a safe haven during natural disas-
ters, floods in particular, the first to respond to 
home emergencies, and to functioning as a 
social hub for the community to connect with 
one another, I commend Company #5 for its 
distinguished 75 years and its support of the 
four other Wayne companies and their mutual 
aid to neighboring towns. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in congratulating Packanack 
Lake Fire and Emergency Squad No. 5 on the 
occasion of its 75th Anniversary. 
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