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HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
FLEMING AND FAMILY 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Mr. John Fleming, his wife 
Suzanne, and children John and Andrew, who 
all tragically died in a plane crash over Lake 
Erie last December. 

John was born December 30, 1970 in 
Youngstown, Ohio. His wife Suzanne was 
born September 22, 1970 in Youngstown as 
well. Both John and Suzanne were 1989 grad-
uates of Boardman High School and high 
school sweethearts. John graduated magna 
cum laude from Wake Forest University in 
1993 as a CPA and member of Sigma Phi Ep-
silon Fraternity. Suzanne graduated from 
Youngstown State University with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in social work. They were seventeen 
year residents of Columbus. 

John worked for almost 30 years for the Su-
perior Beverage Group in Columbus and the 
beverage distribution industry. He was incred-
ibly successful, rising to President and Chief 
Executive Officer. In addition to his influential 
leadership in his career, he was a leader in 
his community. He actively volunteered at 
nearby charities, and was a yearly supporter 
of the Dublin Irish Festival. Above all, he was 
known for being a family man. 

His wife Suzanne was a devoted mother 
and passionate supporter of Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, the leading funder of 
type 1 diabetes research. Their oldest son 
John was a sophomore at Oletangy Liberty 
High School where he excelled academically 
and was an Ohio sports enthusiast. His 
younger brother Andrew attended the Ohio 
State School for the Blind in Columbus. Like 
his brother, he too was an avid supporter of 
sports, and he also participated in Special 
Olympics. This family will be greatly missed by 
their family, friends, colleagues, and their com-
munity. 

I extend my condolences to their family and 
friends. These wonderful people will be dearly 
missed. 

f 

REMEMBERING JUSTICE ‘‘JAY’’ 
SMYTH, III 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
member the life and legacy of Mr. Justice 
‘‘Jay’’ Smyth, III, who passed away on Feb-
ruary 10, 2017 at the age of 62. Jay was a 
loving father, son, brother, uncle, and hus-
band. To me, he was a dear classmate, col-
league, and friend for more than forty years. 

Jay attended both undergraduate and law 
school at the University of Alabama, where he 

was involved in the Student Government As-
sociation and Theta Chi Fraternity. During his 
time in school, he was inducted into numerous 
honor societies such as JASONS Senior 
Men’s Honorary and Delta Theta Phi Legal 
Honorary. 

After graduating from law school in 1980, 
Jay practiced law in Montgomery, Alabama for 
nineteen years before moving to Tuscaloosa. 
Jay was a skilled and thoughtful lawyer who 
earned tremendous respect from his col-
leagues. As a true testament to his personality 
and legal knowledge, Jay was also beloved by 
his clients; an anomaly for most in the legal 
community. 

Jay was a skilled writer who excelled at tell-
ing stories and always took great interest in 
politics and history. He loved spending time 
outdoors and grilling out at home. He was a 
dedicated fan of the Alabama Crimson Tide 
and greatly enjoyed attending games with his 
family. Jay was delighted in spending time 
with his wife and children, whom he loved 
dearly. Most importantly, he was steadfast in 
his faith to God and served as a pillar of 
Christ in his family and his community. 

So, to his wife, Rushan, and sons, Justice 
and Jeff, I want to extend my deepest sym-
pathies. May you take comfort in the warm 
memories of Jay and the lasting impact he 
had on so many. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE BURBANK 
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special recognition to the Burbank Unified 
School District as it celebrates its Ninetieth 
Anniversary. 

In 1927, the Burbank Union High School 
District (BUSD) and the Elementary City 
School District unified to become the Burbank 
City School District, which served approxi-
mately 1,000 students. The name later 
changed to Burbank Unified School District to 
reflect state educational standards. 

Today, BUSD’s total enrollment is approxi-
mately 15,000 students, who attend grades K– 
12 at three high schools, three middle schools, 
and eleven elementary schools. The District 
also has an Alternative Education Program, an 
Adult Education Program which serves more 
than 5,000 students, and numerous district 
child care centers serving preschool or school 
age children. 

The Burbank Unified School District’s mis-
sion statement reflects its purpose by building 
partnerships with parents, families, students, 
and the community and promises the effective 
use of all available resources to create, pro-
vide, and support quality instructional pro-
grams, services, and environments. The Dis-
trict strives to ensure that every student devel-
ops the skills, knowledge, attitude, and behav-

ior in order to be a responsible, productive cit-
izen and lifelong learner in a diverse and 
changing global society. 

BUSD is proud to have had seven of its ele-
mentary schools named as 2016 Gold Ribbon 
recipients as well as all three of its middle 
schools and its comprehensive high schools 
recognized as California Distinguished 
Schools. Five elementary schools have earned 
the distinction of being named 2016 Academic 
Achievement Award winning schools and four 
are designated as having Exemplary Arts pro-
grams. In addition, the District’s continuation 
high school, Monterey High, has been se-
lected as a state model school, and the Bur-
bank Adult School has been honored as a 
Program of Excellence by the State of Cali-
fornia. 

I ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring the Burbank Unified School District upon 
the celebration of its Ninetieth Anniversary. 
The entire community joins me in thanking the 
past and current School Board Members, Su-
perintendents, Teachers, Administrators and 
Support Staff of Burbank Unified School Dis-
trict for the outstanding educational opportuni-
ties they have provided for the youth of Cali-
fornia’s 28th Congressional District. 

f 

WESTERN NEW YORK COMMUNITY 
UNITY 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate people in my dis-
trict coming together to take a stand against 
bigotry, racism, and acts of hate. On March 7, 
2017, members of the Muslim Public Affairs 
Council met with members of the Jewish com-
munity at the Jewish Community Center in 
Getzville, NY. Both groups sat down together 
to take a stand against recent threats towards 
the Jewish community in Western New York. 

This act of solidarity is an example of a 
community coming together despite their dif-
ferent backgrounds and beliefs. This type of 
collaboration in the face of hate is a model for 
the rest of the country. 

During my recent meeting with the Muslim 
Public Affairs Council, we discussed the im-
portance of uniting behind our shared Amer-
ican values, such as inclusivity and tolerance. 
The recent demonstration of unity by members 
of the Jewish community and the Muslim com-
munity demonstrates that despite any dif-
ferences, we are all Americans and must join 
together in condemning hateful acts in our 
community. 

For their demonstrated leadership, I com-
memorate the groups and individuals working 
to bring unity to Western New York. 
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THE PASSING OF VALERIY 

‘‘LARRY’’ SAVINKIN 

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sorrow that I rise today in recognition of the 
untimely passing of Valeriy ‘‘Larry’’ Savinkin, a 
dedicated and well-respected community lead-
er and my congressional field representative 
who served the residents of the 8th Congres-
sional District of New York with distinction. 

Larry Savinkin was born on October 25, 
1955, to Igor and Ada Savinkin. He was broth-
er to Viola, husband to Valentina, father to 
Galina and Vladimir, father-in-law to Vadim 
and grandfather to Victor. 

Before migrating to Brooklyn with his family 
from Odessa, Ukraine in 1996, Larry was a 
hardworking business owner where he oper-
ated a door-making company and a chain of 
merchant stores. Larry’s commitment, core 
values and work ethic allowed him to excel in 
various positions. He was previously employed 
as a computer programmer, worked for the 
United States Census Bureau and served as 
a Community Liaison for former Congressman 
Bob Turner. More recently, he was a project 
manager at the Jewish Association for Serving 
the Aging (JASA), a local community-based 
organization that serves older adults of all 
races, religions and economic backgrounds 
across New York City. 

Larry’s success and impact in the neighbor-
hoods of Southern Brooklyn and Queens was 
not limited to his work with my congressional 
office. For over 20 years, he was involved in 
several prominent organizations including the 
September 11 Family Group, the Brighton 
Beach Business Improvement District, The 
Holocaust Memorial Committee, Odessa Com-
munity of New York, and Brooklyn’s Commu-
nity Planning Board 13. Larry had a magnetic 
personality and cared about his community im-
mensely, approached his work with urgency, 
compassion and had a great sense of humor. 

I had the privilege of knowing Larry and 
working with him throughout the years. I rec-
ognize that his integrity was above reproach 
and his competence was extraordinary. I thank 
his family and friends for sharing him with us 
all. Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in extending 
gratitude for Larry Savinkin’s public service 
and his commitment to the people of Brooklyn, 
he is worthy of the highest praise. 

f 

DAY WITHOUT A WOMAN 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today, 
across the nation, from every major city to 
every small town, women are standing in soli-
darity, and reminding the world of our con-
tributions. On this Day Without A Woman, 
women are sending a powerful message 
about the role we play in local communities, in 
our nation and throughout the globe. 

Yet, sadly, on this very same day that 
women are standing up to end gender dis-

crimination and economic injustice, defend our 
bodies from governmental intrusion and to 
choose our own destiny, Republicans are pro-
ceeding with legislation to roll back the clock. 
Congressional Committees are starting to con-
sider legislation eviscerating the Affordable 
Care Act. Not only would the Republican plan 
slash Medicaid, harming working women and 
children, but it defends Planned Parenthood, 
ultimately depriving millions of women of life-
saving health services. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a sad irony on this Day 
Without A Woman, when millions of ordinary 
Americans are standing for women’s rights 
and a more just economy, Congressional Re-
publicans are rushing to deprive millions of 
women and their families of health services 
they need to survive. This bill was composed 
behind closed doors, in secret, and now Re-
publicans are rushing it through the Com-
mittee process to avoid scrutiny. 

On this Day Without A Woman, we are 
sending a powerful message. I can only hope 
my Republican colleagues in Congress are lis-
tening. Because, today, women everywhere 
are saying with one collective voice, we will 
not be silenced. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF ALAN BRAGG: 45 
YEARS IN EDUCATIONAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to my friend, Chief Alan Bragg, 
who is retiring after serving a distinguished 45 
years in educational law enforcement. He is a 
lifetime member of what I referred to as the 
Poe-leece. It is an informal organization made 
up of long-time friends in Texas’ law enforce-
ment community. It is an honor to pay tribute 
to Chief Bragg as he retires on June 30, 2017 
as Chief of Police at Cypress-Fairbanks ISD 
Police Department. 

Alan Bragg was born and raised in Wichita 
Falls, Texas, and was destined to become a 
Texas Lawman. He attended Midwestern 
State University and worked for the univer-
sity’s police department at the beginning of his 
career. In 1981, Chief Bragg moved to Hous-
ton to take a position with the Houston Inde-
pendent School District Police Department. 

He gained nine years’ experience with 
Houston ISD, all the while his pursuit to build 
safer schools grew. This passion led him to 
accept a job, in 1990, as Spring Independent 
School District’s first ever Chief of Police. He 
was tasked to create a new police department 
from scratch. He started his force with 8 offi-
cers and it has grown to over 50 sworn offi-
cers. He was responsible for nearly 37,000 
students, 5,000 employees and 38 campuses. 
His 21 year leadership and legacy at Spring 
ISD will not be forgotten. 

Chief Bragg obtained additional police train-
ing along the way. He is a graduate of the 
FBI’s National Academy 201 class and holds 
a Master Peace Officer Certificate. Throughout 
the years, he has assisted and been recog-
nized by numerous boards and organizations. 
He is a member and past president of the 
Houston Area Police Chiefs Association, North 
Harris County Criminal Justice Association, 

and he also served on the board of the Texas 
Association of School District Police. 

For over 20 years, he has coordinated the 
annual ‘‘Salute to Law Enforcement’’ event, an 
event that was always held close to National 
Police Week. It allowed folks to meet local law 
enforcement officers from different agencies, 
see the resources used to protect them, and 
provide an overall positive experience be-
tween our law enforcement officers and citi-
zens. 

Chief Bragg is a dedicated family man, hav-
ing been married to his wife Judy for 26 years. 
He met Judy after the 1979 Terrible Tuesday 
Tornado that hit Wichita Falls. They were both 
temporarily homeless, and met at church. 
They are the proud parents of two children, 
seven grandchildren and three great-grand-
children. His retirement will provide time for 
them to serve in their church, travel on mis-
sion trips, and spend time with their grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 

During those years with Spring, Chief Bragg 
distinguished himself as an educational law 
enforcement leader. He possesses a wealth of 
knowledge, and the entire law enforcement 
community views him with esteem and re-
spect. His department served as a model for 
other school district police departments to fol-
low. 

Not surprisingly, Chief Bragg’s impressive 
leadership and integrity led him to his last ca-
reer move. In 2012, he accepted the new start 
up position as Chief of Police for Cypress- 
Fairbanks Independent School District. Again, 
he created another exemplary police force 
from scratch. For 45 years, he has put on the 
badge and a gun to protect and serve the 
folks and communities he loves. 

Chief Bragg has been one of the most 
prominent and important lawman in the 2nd 
Congressional District, a true Texas hero. He 
is a remarkable Texan who has achieved ex-
traordinary things in his law enforcement ca-
reer and for his community. I extend to him 
my congratulations on his retirement, and 
commend him for a job well done. I wish him 
the best of luck in the future as he enters into 
this new phase of life. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, 
March 7, 2017, I missed votes due to unavoid-
able flight delays. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on roll call votes no. 127 and 
128. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, on March 7, 2017, I 
missed the vote for H.R. 1362. 

Had I been present, I would have voted yea 
on Roll Call No. 127. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN JENKINS 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent for roll call votes 127 and 128 on 
the evening of March 7, 2017. I would have 
voted in favor of H.R. 1362, which names the 
Department of Veterans Affairs community- 
based outpatient clinic in Pago Pago, Amer-
ican Samoa, the Faleomavaega Eni Fa’aua’a 
Hunkin VA Clinic. I would have also voted in 
favor of the motion to table the appeal of the 
ruling of the chair. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 127; and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 128. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present for the vote on H.R. 1362, a bill 
to name the Department of Veterans Affairs 
community-based outpatient clinic in Pago 
Pago, American Samoa, the Faleomavaega 
Eni Fa’aua’a Hunkin VA Clinic (Roll Call No. 
127), I would have voted Aye. 

Had I been present for the vote on Motion 
to Table the Appeal of the Ruling of the Chair 
(Roll Call No. 128), I would have voted ‘‘No.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF COM-
MAND SERGEANT MAJOR WIL-
LIAM FRANCIS RYAN, U.S. ARMY 
RETIRED 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, on March 24, 
2017, Families of the Shield, Inc. will honor 
the life and sacrifices of Command Sergeant 
Major William Francis Ryan (USA, Retired) by 
raising the United States flag over a Big Red 
One Statue at Eddie’s Sunrise Diner located 
at 55 E. NASA Blvd. in Melbourne, Florida. On 
February 28, 2017, at my request, the Archi-
tect of the Capitol flew the United States Flag 
over our Capitol Building to further honor 
Command Sergeant Major Ryan. 

Command Sergeant Major Ryan first joined 
the Merchant Marines and received six Rus-
sian medals. He then enlisted in the U.S. 
Army in 1943 landing on Omaha Beach June 
6, 1944, with the first wave of American sol-
diers. Ryan was a member of the 1st Inf. 
Div.’s 16th Infantry Regiment during D-Day 
and the Battle of the Bulge in World War II. 
During his 30 plus years of service he also 
volunteered for numerous tours of duty in 
Korea and Vietnam. 

William Ryan retired from the military in 
1973 to enjoy his boat, volunteer at the Honor 
America Museum. Over the years, made sev-
eral trips back to Belgium and France to honor 
our fallen heroes, most recently for the 70th 
Anniversary of D-Day. 

Command Sergeant Major Ryan’s awards 
and decorations include: the Bronze Star Med-
als with (V) Device, the Army Commendation 
Medal, the Purple Heart, Distinguished Unit 
Citation, American Campaign Medal, Good 
Conduct Medal (1st–9th Awards), European- 
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, 
WWII Victory Medal, Army of Occupation 
Medal (GER), National Defense Service Medal 
(1OLC), Korean Service Medal, Vietnam Serv-
ices Medal, Belgium Fourragere, In Service 
Medal, Korean Presidential Unit Citation, Viet-
nam Campaign Medal w/ 60 Device, Combat 
Infantry Badge. 

William Ryan is survived by his beloved 
daughter Corrine and her husband Charles; 
his son Mark, his wife Shannon and their son 
Paul; his former wife, Lorraine Ryan; pre-
deceased by his son, David W. Ryan and his 
sister, Margaret Christie. He will be remem-
bered by his many grandchildren, great grand-
children, nieces, nephews and dear friends. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the late Command Sergeant Major Wil-
liam F. Ryan’s service to our nation and his 
commitment to the cause of liberty. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, on March 1, 
2017, I missed one roll call vote. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: 

NO on Roll Call Vote 116, H. Res. 156, Pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 1004, the Reg-
ulatory Integrity Act of 2017; and H.R. 1009, 
the OIRA Insight, Reform, and Accountability 
Act. 

I would have cast my vote in opposition to 
this resolution because the Rules Committee 
rejected a motion by Ms. Slaughter of New 
York to consider both H.R. 1004 and H.R. 
1009 under open Rules. The Rules Committee 
also rejected a motion by Mr. McGovern of 
Massachusetts to strike the waiver of all points 
of order against consideration of H.R. 1009 
which includes waiver of CUTGO, statutory 
pay-go, and sections 303 and 311 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
roll call votes 127 and 128 on Tuesday, March 
7, 2017. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yea’’ on roll call vote 127 and ‘‘Nay’’ 
on roll call vote 128. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, during Roll Call 
Vote number 128 on Tabling the Appeal of the 

Ruling of the Chair, I mistakenly recorded my 
vote as yes when I should have voted no. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, on account 
of illness, I was not present for votes on 
March 7, 2017. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 127, and 
YEA on Roll Call No. 128. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, on February 
28, 2017, I missed one roll call vote. Had I 
been present, would have voted: 

NO on Roll Call Vote 104, H. Res. 150, On 
Agreeing to the Resolution—Providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 998) SCRUB Act, 
and providing for consideration of (H.J. Res. 
83) disapproving the rule submitted by the De-
partment of Labor relating to Clarification of 
Employers Continuing Obligation to Make and 
Maintain an Accurate Record of Each Record-
able Injury and Illness. 

I would have cast my vote in opposition to 
this resolution because the Rules Committee 
rejected a motion by Mr. HASTINGS of Florida 
to strike the waiver of section of 311 of the 
Congressional Budget Act for H.J. Res. 83. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MUSLIM 
LAKHANI 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize my constituent, Muslim Lakhani, for 
his contributions to Virginia’s 10th District and 
the nation. Mr. Lakhani, a Pakistani immigrant 
and entrepreneur, has long championed ef-
forts to promote tolerance among different 
faiths, to partake in charitable projects, and to 
conduct strong, forward-thinking business 
practices. 

Mr. Lakhani grew up in Karachi, Pakistan 
and later became an entrepreneur. His many 
business ventures allowed him to travel to 
countless countries throughout the Middle 
East and Europe. However, it was the lessons 
he learned as a young child that have truly 
shaped his humanitarian and caring mindset 
that he maintains today. 

Growing up in Pakistan, he and his family 
always place a very strong focus on helping 
those less fortunate. After moving to the 
United States in 2006, Mr. Lakhani was regu-
larly reminded of his family’s values as he 
watched organizations like the Salvation Army 
help the homeless in Washington, D.C. Since 
2008, Mr. Lakhani has been a strong sup-
porter, contributor, and advocate for the Grate 
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Patrol Homeless Outreach Program, which 
provides professional guidance to homeless 
people and also feeds 200 people daily in the 
nation’s capital. Additionally, Mr. Lakhani stud-
ied both Christian and Muslim texts in grade 
school, which is where he garnered an interest 
in diverse beliefs and religious tolerance. So-
cial Vision, the self-funded philanthropic arm 
of his company, ML Resources LLC., focuses 
on establishing stronger interfaith relation-
ships, and additionally Mr. Lakhani strongly 
advocates for defeating terrorism. 

Mr. Lakhani’s childhood lessons coupled 
with his work ethic and strong business prac-
tices have allowed him to make a great impact 
on today’s society. He has had the opportunity 
to speak in Rabat, Morocco at the Forum for 
the Future meeting on behalf of the Arab Busi-
ness Council, and has received impressive 
awards, such as the InterFaith Bridge Builders 
Award at last year’s InterFaith Conference of 
Metropolitan Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing Mr. Lakhani. It is a privilege 
to represent him and I wish him all the best in 
his future endeavors. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF BEE SWADER MALONE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the birthday of Bee Swader Malone. She 
will turn 100 on March 30th. 

Jessie Beatrice Swader Malone was born 
on March 30, 1917 in the Pine Grove commu-
nity on Sand Mountain in DeKalb County, Ala-
bama. Born to Robert and Addie Swader, she 
grew up on her parents’ farm and attended 
school in nearby High Point and Valley Head, 
graduating from Valley Head High School in 
1937. 

Bee was working at J.C. Penney when she 
first met Marvin E. Malone, Jr., who worked in 
the shoe department there. They married and 
settled in Fort Payne, Alabama where Marvin 
worked for Southland Sox, Inc. They had three 
daughters: Kay, Ann, and Susan; and three 
grandchildren: Shannon, Oliver, and Halle; 
and now Bee is the great-grandmother of two 
girls: LizaBanks and Bea. 

Bee and Marvin ran Malone Mills, a hosiery 
finishing mill in Fort Payne, for many years. 
First Presbyterian Church in Fort Payne hon-
ored her with a life membership for her active 
role there over many decades. Bee is still 
known in the church and far beyond for her 
excellent cooking, gardening, sewing, and 
handwork. She has voted in every single pres-
idential election since she turned the legal vot-
ing age, which was then 21, and she was 
profiled in the Times-Journal last November 
for being one of the oldest registered voters in 
DeKalb County. 

Bee still lives on her own today, in her 
house of almost 57 years on a hill overlooking 
Fort Payne. This month Bee will be cele-
brating her 100th birthday with a gathering of 
family and friends. Please join me in wishing 
this centenarian a very happy birthday. 

REMEMBERING ENI F. H. 
FALEOMAVAEGA 

HON. MARK SANFORD 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of our friend and colleague, Eni 
F. H. Faleomavaega of American Samoa, who 
passed away on Wednesday, February 22, 
2017. He was the longest serving delegate to 
the House of Representatives, and I had the 
honor of serving with him over the past few 
years and when I was first in Congress from 
1995 to 2001. It was at the beginning of that 
chapter that we, freshman members of the 
class of 1994, soon realized what a wise man 
he was, and we often looked to him for wis-
dom and institutional knowledge throughout 
the years we served together. I will miss that, 
and I know all of us here in the House extend 
our deepest sympathies to his wife, Hinanui 
Hunkin, their 10 children, and their 15 grand-
children. Know that you remain in our thoughts 
and prayers and that we grieve with you. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ERNEST AND 
JOAN RISTER ON THEIR 50TH 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, while 
January 1967 brought record-breaking snow-
storms to Chicago, Texas had temperatures in 
the mid-70s. This was perfect for Ernest and 
Joan Rister of Round Rock, Texas, who joined 
hands on January 22, 1967 at St. Cyril Meth-
odist Catholic Church in Granger, Texas to be-
come husband and wife. 

Decades have passed and the Risters are 
as devoted to one another as the day they 
wed. They recently celebrated their 50th anni-
versary with over 400 guests honoring their 
Czech and German roots. All in attendance 
celebrated the Risters’ longevity and deep 
love for one another. 

They met in grade school while living in 
Granger, TX and started dating their freshman 
year. These two high school sweethearts have 
been inseparable ever since. Following their 
wedding, Ernest graduated from Southwestern 
University in Georgetown and served in the 
United States Marine Corps. They returned to 
Texas and moved to Round Rock in 1975, liv-
ing in the same house ever since. 

Ernest currently works as a research chem-
ist and Joan is a retired real estate appraiser. 
They love the outdoors, gardening, hunting, 
and fishing. They especially enjoy spending 
time with their son Ernest Lee Rister, III and 
his wife Annie, daughter Shelley and her hus-
band Malcolm Middlebrook, and two grand-
children Camryn and Zachary Middlebrook. 
There’s no doubt the Risters have built a 
happy life together. 

Marriages like the Risters are the founda-
tions of one of our most cherished institutions 
and give us all an ideal to which we can as-
pire. Their undying love for one another 
makes both Texas and our nation strong. I 
congratulate Joan and Ernest on 50 years to-

gether and wish them the best in the years to 
come. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF THE HON. ENI F.H. 
FALEOMAVAEGA 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
include in the RECORD an official statement 
and tribute written by the family and staff of 
our former colleague, Congressman Eni F.H. 
Faleomavaega of American Samoa. Con-
gressman Faleomavaega was a good friend, 
an outstanding colleague, and a fighter for the 
people of American Samoa. 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF CONGRESSMAN ENI F.H. 

FALEOMAVAEGA OF AMERICAN SAMOA BY HIS 
FAMILY AND STAFF 

The Honorable Eni F.H. Faleomavaega was 
American Samoa’s longest-serving Delegate 
to the U.S. House of Representatives, and the 
first Asian-Pacific American to serve as 
Chairman of the influential House Foreign 
Affairs’ Subcommittee on Asia, the Pacific 
and the Global Environment. He held the 
matai, or chieftain, orator title of 
Faleomavaega. 

Eni Hunkin, Jr. was born in the village of 
Vailoatai, American Samoa on August 15, 
1943. He was raised in lovely Laie, Hawaii 
where the skies are blue and ‘‘the rainbows 
spread their shining wings.’’ He played full-
back for the Red Raiders at Kahuku High 
School, graduating in 1962. At the Polyne-
sian Cultural Center (PCC), he was a canoe 
paddler and a dancer. In 1964, he graduated 
from the Church College of Hawaii (BYU-Ha-
waii) with an Associate of Arts (AA) Degree. 
He earned a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Polit-
ical Science from Brigham Young University 
(1966); a Juris Doctor (JD) from the Univer-
sity of Houston Law School (1972); and a 
Master of Laws (LLM) from the University of 
California, Berkeley Boalt Hall School of 
Law (1973). English was his second language. 

From 1973–1975, Eni Hunkin, Jr. served as 
Administrative Assistant to Paramount 
Chief A.U. Fuimaono, American Samoa’s 
first elected Representative to Washington, 
DC. From 1975–1981, he served as Staff Coun-
sel to the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
chaired by Congressman Phillip Burton who 
entrusted Eni with drafting legislation to 
provide American Samoa with an elected 
Governor and an elected Delegate. At the ad-
vice of late Senate President Paramount 
Chief Letuli Toloa, Eni returned home to 
American Samoa to ‘‘eat the dust and walk 
on the rocks’’ so that he could feel more di-
rectly the pains of the people in order to 
serve them more completely. From 1981–1984, 
Eni Hunkin, Jr. served as American Samoa’s 
Deputy Attorney General and, from 1985– 
1988, he served as Lieutenant Governor of 
American Samoa. In 1988, Eni was elected to 
the U.S. House of Representatives where he 
served the people of American Samoa for 
some 26 years (1989–2015), and would still be 
serving today if not for illness. 

Congressman Faleomavaega wore out his 
life in the service of his fellow beings and, by 
extension, he wore out his life in the service 
of our God. Faleomavaega’s works brought 
American Samoa a Veterans Affairs (VA) 
clinic, a new Army Reserve Center, more 
funding per capita than any other State or 
Territory across many sectors (including 
education), 
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over $4 billion in federal funding from 1995– 
2012 (with over $2 billion as a direct result of 
his advocacy), Medicaid increases, computer 
labs, dialysis machines, village road im-
provements, ferries, fire trucks, ambulances, 
a hotel, funding for an airport tower and 
other capital improvement projects totaling 
over $200 million, assistance for American 
Samoa’s tuna canneries that extended the 
life of the industry in the Territory, WIC, 
food stamps, improved water systems, and 
military academy nominations and scholar-
ships. 

Congressman Faleomavaega also guaran-
teed the voting rights of American Samoa’s 
military men and women, protected and ex-
panded American Samoa’s National Park, 
saw to it that American Samoa was included 
in the Commemorative Coin Program with a 
circulating quarter dollar honoring Amer-
ican Samoa’s long and proud commitment to 
the United States, and made sure a postage 
stamp was issued in honor of American Sa-
moa’s Centennial. He was responsible for im-
plementing a law that authorized free med-
ical flights for American Samoa’s veterans. 
He established an American Samoa Eco-
nomic Development Commission. He ob-
tained money to build high school gym-
nasiums, renovate and construct a harbor fa-
cility in Manu’a, and improve American Sa-
moa’s weather station. He also extended di-
rect home loans to American Samoa’s vet-
erans. 

When American Samoa was hit by a tsu-
nami in 2009, Congressman Faleomavaega 
turned to his long-time friend, Chairman 
Kim Seung Youn of the Hanhwa Group, to 
provide funding to bury American Samoa’s 
dead. Chairman Li Ka-shing of Hutchinson 
Whampoa also came to Faleomavaega’s aid 
and provided significant private sector fund-
ing. 

Congressman Faleomavaega also served his 
constituents individually—handling hun-
dreds of veterans, visa, immigration, Social 
Security and military cases per year. He 
sponsored and cosponsored thousands of Bills 
and Resolutions during his service in the 
U.S. Congress. According to the Congres-
sional Research Service (CRS), during the 
101st–113th Congress, Faleomavaega partici-
pated in more than 1,100 U.S. Congressional 
full committee and subcommittee hearings 
of the Foreign Affairs and Resource Commit-
tees—and chaired and/or spoke in more than 
800 hearings. His Floor statements, recorded 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for historical 
purposes, are too numerous to count. 

Still, this is only a small and known part 
of the great work he did. From American 
Samoa to Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Malay-
sia, South Korea, India, China, the Phil-
ippines, Sri Lanka, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Chile, Taiwan, West Papua, Vat-
ican City, Greece, Norway, Australia, New 
Zealand, Tonga, Western Samoa, the Mar-
shall Islands, Fiji, Tahiti, Palau, Kiribati, 
Vanuatu, Micronesia, the Cook Islands, 
Rapa Nui, and so on and so forth, Con-
gressman Faleomavaega was a states-
man like no other. He was a trail-
blazer, a peacemaker, and a skilled and 
respected world leader. 

He was also a hero, especially to those 
known to the world as ‘‘comfort women’’—to 
those who as young women were coerced into 
sexual slavery during Japan’s colonial and 
wartime occupation of Asia and the Pacific 
Islands from the 1930s through the duration 
of World War II. Congressman Faleomavaega 

referred to these victorious survivors as his 
‘‘grandmothers’’ and, every time he was in 
South Korea, he visited and danced with 
those who lived at the House of Sharing. He 
cared deeply for them. He dared to hold a 
hearing for them. He invited them to testify 
on House Resolution 121, introduced by Con-
gressman Mike Honda and cosponsored by 
Faleomavaega and others, which called for 
Japan to formally acknowledge, apologize, 
and accept responsibility for its Imperial 
Armed Forces’ atrocities. While Resolutions 
had been offered before, no hearing had ever 
been held in the U.S. Congress for these 
women until Faleomavaega held his first 
hearing as Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Asia, the Pacific, and the Global Environ-
ment. The hearing was historic. It lit the 
world on fire—and changed the outcome for 
the surviving ‘‘grandmothers,’’ who finally 
got an apology from Japan. Congressman 
Faleomavaega was conferred an Honorary 
Doctorate Degree by Chonbuk National Uni-
versity in South Korea and was named an 
Honorary Citizen of Jeollabuk-do. 

For Vietnam, Faleomavaega also stood 
strong and immovable—calling for the U.S. 
to clean up the mess it left behind after the 
Vietnam War. As a young soldier in the 
United States Army, Faleomavaega served in 
Vietnam from 1966–1969 where he, too, was 
exposed to Agent Orange—complications 
from which eventually claimed his life. As 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Asia, the 
Pacific, and the Global Environment, he re-
turned to Vietnam for the first time after 40 
years. He returned to Nha Trang where once 
he was a soldier, and was so moved by the ex-
perience that he held historic hearings about 
Agent Orange remediation, which included 
testimony from Vietnamese victims and 
briefings by Vietnam government officials. 
Although only a Delegate representing the 
smallest constituency in the U.S. Congress, 
Faleomavaega was given the high honor by 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam of hosting 
President Truong Tan Sang during his his-
toric visit to Washington, DC in 2013. And 
while in Vietnam, Faleomavaega and his 
wife, Hinanui Bambridge Cave Hunkin, were 
hosted by Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung 
and members of the National Assembly, in-
cluding Vice Chairwoman Madam Tong Thi 
Phong, also a Politburo member. 
Faleomavaega praised Vietnam for great 
strides in religious freedom, and remained 
forever grateful for Vietnam’s official rec-
ognition of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saint, of which he was a member. 

Beyond Vietnam, Faleomavaega was a hero 
to Native Americans, to people in Cambodia 
whose families were killed by the Khmer 
Rouge, to the people of West Papua, to the 
people of Laos whose lands were destroyed 
by cluster bombs. He was a friend to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi of India at a time 
when Shri Modi needed a friend. Congress-
man Faleomavaega helped Myanmar, Bah-
rain, Pakistan and Afghanistan. President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan award-
ed Faleomavaega the country’s highest civil-
ian honor for championing the cause of nu-
clear nonproliferation and drawing the 
world’s attention to the people of 
Semipalatinsk and those in the Pacific Is-
lands who had been subjected to Cold War 
nuclear testing. Although Congressman 
Faleomavaega was arrested by French com-
mandos when he sailed on the Rainbow War-
rior to protest French nuclear testing in 
Polynesia, he was not deterred. 
Faleomavaega was a warrior and voyager at 

heart—and served as a crew member aboard 
the Polynesian voyaging canoe, the 
Hokule’a, which sailed from Tahiti to Hawaii 
in 1987 with Native Hawaiian navigator 
Nainoa Thompson at the helm. 
Faleomavaega was the author of Navigating 
the Future: A Samoan Perspective on U.S.- 
Pacific Relations (1995). Before his passing, 
he was writing his second book, which may 
be printed in memoriam. 

He also proudly served in the United 
States Army Reserve as a Captain, U.S. 
Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps Mem-
ber, 100 Battalion 442nd Infantry Reserve 
Unit from 1982–1989, and he always went for 
broke. Congressman Faleomavaega served on 
the House Committee on Resources and the 
Subcommittees on Insular Affairs, Oceans 
and Wildlife (which had broad jurisdiction 
for matters affecting American Samoa); In-
dian and Alaska Native Affairs; Fisheries 
Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans; and Na-
tional Parks, Recreation and Public Lands. 
He also served on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs (previously known as International 
Relations) and the Subcommittees on Asia, 
the Pacific, and the Global Environment 
(known as Asia and the Pacific); and the 
Western Hemisphere. He was a member of 
the Small Business Committee. 
Faleomavaega established the Congressional 
Caucus on U.S.-India Trade and Investment, 
the Friends of Vietnam Caucus, and the Con-
gressional Caucus on Central Asia. 

He was loved both by Democrats and Re-
publicans in the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives. Upon his passing, many of 
his colleagues as well as leaders from around 
the world paid tribute to Congressman 
Faleomavaega for his extraordinary service 
and powerful contributions at home and 
abroad. At home, Congressman 
Faleomavaega built American Samoa on a 
foundation of solid rock so that those who 
follow might be successful. Around the globe, 
he met with Heads of State—with kings, 
presidents, rulers and magistrates—but in all 
his doings, he never forgot the poor and 
needy. He was a friend to all to the end. He 
was noble, kind and true. 

When interviewed by the United States 
Capitol Historical Society, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said he wanted to be remem-
bered for doing his best, that’s it. He suc-
ceeded. From Tutuila to Manu’a, from one 
far corner of the earth to another, he will be 
remembered for doing and being his best. He 
will be remembered because we hold him 
dear. We have lost a treasure. We have lost 
a father, brother, papa, uncle, friend. Surely, 
the sun has fallen from the sky. 

As one pioneer put it, ‘‘The journey home 
ain’t always easy. We’ll have a hard time 
getting there. But along the way, we’ll see 
things we’ve never before seen—great herds 
of buffalo and big cedar trees on the hills, 
and maybe even vast expanses of sunflowers 
in bloom.’’ For many of us, Eni was like a 
vast expanse of sunflowers in bloom. We miss 
him, and love him. 

Surrounded by his loved ones, Eni Hunkin, 
Jr. passed away peacefully on February 22, 
2017. He is survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Mrs. Hinanui Bambridge Cave Hunkin and 
their five children—Temanuata (Mike 
Laussen), Taualai (Kolotau Vaitu’ulala), 
Ra’imana (Malia Rivera), Vaimoana, and 
Leonne (Taufui-e-valu Vakapuna)—ten 
grandchildren (Leonne, Eni, Kolotau, Kenzo, 
Dexter, 
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Taimana, Taiatea, Tutehau, Maiana, and 
Robbie)—his sisters (Vaitinasa Salu Hunkin- 
Finau, Ed.D. and Mrs. Masinaatoa Magalei)— 
his brother, Mr. Albert Hunkin—and his 
adopted, or hanai sisters, Mrs. Diane Sauers 
and the late Mrs. Susie Osborn. His siblings, 
Mrs. Tuilua’ai Vanisi, Mrs. Arlene McBraun 
and Mr. Taulauniu Hunkin, as well as his 
parents, Mr. Eni Hunkin, Sr. and Mrs. 
Taualai Manu Hunkin, preceded him. 

Leone High Chief Senator Faiivae Iuli Alex 
Godinet of the American Samoa Legislature 
(Fono), who formerly served as 
Faleomavaega’s Chief of Staff in American 
Samoa, and Dr. Lisa Williams, 
Faleomavaega’s Chief of Staff in Wash-
ington, DC and his Staff Director for the 
House Foreign Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Asia, the Pacific, and the Global Environ-
ment, joined with the family in preparing 
and issuing this statement so as to honor 
their great mentor who shaped their lives 
and careers in untold ways. They did so on 
behalf of the many other staff members who 
also faithfully served with Congressman 
Faleomavaega both in American Samoa and 
Washington, DC, including but not limited to 
Tavita Richmond, Vili Le’i and Leilani 
Pimentel. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don and Linda Saaga, Major 
General Robert G. Lee, and many other indi-
viduals and organizations too numerous to 
name, have also paid tribute, including BYU- 
Hawaii. Noting that one of its most notable 
alumni has passed away, the university stat-
ed, ‘‘Eni’s life embodies President David O. 
McKay’s prophecy about BYU-Hawaii edu-
cating ‘men and women whose influence will 
be felt for good toward the establishment of 
peace internationally.’ ’’ 

Although Congressman Eni F.H. 
Faleomavaega has returned home to the God 
who made him and now rejoices with his 
many friends and loved ones on the other 
side of the veil, his influence remains with 
us. And so, we take comfort knowing that 
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world (John 
8:12). He is the Promised Messiah. He is our 
Savior and our King. ‘‘He is risen’’ (Matthew 
28:6). As Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin testified, 
‘‘The Resurrection is not a fable.’’ ‘‘On Sun-
day, the resurrected Lord burst the bonds of 
death.’’ And because He lives, we will live 
again. We will meet again. Until then, Jesus 
Christ ‘‘will wipe away all tears from [our] 
eyes’’ (Revelation 7:17). Tell it out with joy-
ful voice. All is well. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF 
COLONEL BILL JENRETTE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the life of Colonel Albert W. ‘‘Bill’’ Jen-
rette who passed away on February 27th. 

Colonel Jenrette was born on November 6, 
1937 in Conway, SC. He attended the Citadel, 
and upon graduation, he became a career 
Army officer. 

While he was stationed in Germany for the 
first time, Colonel Jenrette married Ursula 
Klauer. Together they had two children, Jen-
nifer and Kevin. Tragically, Kevin was killed in 
combat in Afghanistan in 2009. 

Colonel Jenrette served two tours in Viet-
nam. After his second tour, he became the 
JROTC Senior Army Instructor at Lyman ward 
Military Academy in Camp Hill, Alabama. 

Colonel Jenrette received the Legion of 
Merit and the Bronze Star. 

After retiring from the Army, Colonel Jen-
rette returned to Lyman Ward Academy as 
Commandant of Cadets. In 2007, after a brief 
stint in the private sector, he returned to 
Lyman Ward as President. Upon his retire-
ment as President, Colonel Jenrette became 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees and Chan-
cellor of the Academy at Lyman Ward. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the life and achievements of Colonel Bill Jen-
rette. 

f 

RECOGNIZING INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY AND CELE-
BRATING THE IMPORTANCE AND 
IMPACT OF WOMEN ON AMER-
ICAN SOCIETY AND ECONOMY 

HON. PAUL TONKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the occasion of International Wom-
en’s Day. You may also notice that I am wear-
ing red, a symbol of solidarity with the A Day 
Without Women campaign. This is an impor-
tant occasion for us to recognize the economic 
power and impact that women have in our 
economy and in our lives. 

It is long past time that we as a nation pro-
vide for fairness in the workplace by ensuring 
equal pay for equal work, defend the right to 
choose, end violence against women, secure 
access to affordable childcare and healthcare 
for working families, and strengthen paid fam-
ily leave. 

I was proud to march with thousands of my 
constituents and millions of women all across 
the country during the Women’s March. We 
showed that we are united and that together 
we will stand up for one another and speak 
out for anyone being trampled over, run 
through or pushed aside. Women are not ob-
jects to be owned, objectified or treated as 
second class citizens. Women’s rights are 
human rights and human rights are women’s 
rights. 

The Women’s March was an important mo-
ment to secure our rights to speak and be 
heard. Today, on International Women’s Day, 
as many observe the Day Without a Woman 
Strike, remember that women’s voices are the 
voices of our coworkers, our mothers, sisters, 
daughters, leaders, community members, con-
sumers, and major economic players. 

I stand with the many women today taking 
part in the Day Without a Woman strike, and 
the millions more in New York State and 
throughout the nation who share these values. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT STRINGER 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the dedication of Rob-
ert Stringer of Gainesville, Georgia. Mr. String-
er exemplifies the hardworking, persevering 
spirit of the people of Northeast Georgia. 

Mr. Stringer retired from his job of 55 years 
at Oakwood-based Clipper Petroleum on his 
80th birthday, February 22nd. He worked as a 
service technician and construction worker, 
and, through the years, Mr. Stringer helped 
maintain gas pumps and tanks at Clipper 
stores across Georgia and South Carolina. 

During his long career, he also raised a 
beautiful family. Married at 27, he and his wife 
had two sons and one daughter. He is now a 
grandfather to six. In his family room at home, 
Mr. Stringer displays the plaques that he’s 
earned throughout his career next to his many 
family photographs. His daughter, Betsy Ross, 
says she is ‘‘so proud and thankful that my 
dad was able to retire when he felt the time 
was right for him. He is a true inspiration to 
me and my brothers.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
diligence and dedication of our own Robert 
Stringer. He has set an example for Hall 
County and northeast Georgia with his hard 
work. I wish him a relaxing and restful retire-
ment—he has earned it. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF WOODBURY, MIN-
NESOTA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of 
Woodbury, Minnesota. Located east of Saint 
Paul on the picturesque high ground between 
the Mississippi and St. Croix River Valleys, 
Woodbury has quickly grown from a small 
farming community to a bustling suburb of 
68,000 residents. The city of Woodbury enters 
its 50th year as a thriving community for all 
ages, with excellent schools, vibrant busi-
nesses and beautiful neighborhoods, lakes 
and parks. 

In the 1840s, settlers primarily from the 
eastern U.S. and Germany arrived to the area, 
then called Red Rock by the native Dakota. 
Settlers soon incorporated the area as a town-
ship and named it after former U.S. Senator, 
Secretary of the Navy and Treasury, and Su-
preme Court Justice, Levi Woodbury. Much of 
the wooded land was converted into farmland, 
and agriculture dominated the area over the 
course of the next century. As development 
pressures increased, in 1967 residents chose 
to incorporate as the city of Woodbury to re-
tain local control over rapid development of 
the community. 

Today, Woodbury is one of the fastest grow-
ing Minnesota communities and is currently 
the state’s ninth largest city. Twenty-thousand 
new residents flocked to the city between 
2000–2016 and many more are expected to 
arrive in the coming years, attracted by its tre-
mendous amenities and easy access to free-
ways and planned transit connections. 
Woodbury is home to a flourishing health and 
wellness industry, and has also drawn count-
less other businesses to the area, which bene-
fits from one of the most highly educated 
workforces in the nation. It is no surprise that 
Woodbury is regularly rated one of the ‘‘Best 
Places to Live’’ in national rankings. 
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Since its founding, residents of Woodbury 

have always demonstrated a giving spirit to 
improve their community and welcome new-
comers. As Woodbury grows and thrives, new 
residents are bringing diversity, creativity and 
energy that ensure the city will be an even 
better place in the next 50 years. I encourage 
all residents to recognize this special anniver-
sary year and share their memories and their 
vision for the next half century. 

Mr. Speaker, as residents of Woodbury pre-
pare to gather on March 27, 2017 to celebrate 
the 50th Anniversary of the city, please join 
me in honoring this milestone. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE 
AND LEGACY OF CALIFORNIA 
SENATOR LUCY KILLEA 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor a beloved and widely respected pub-
lic servant who died at the age of 94. Through 
her visionary and inspirational leadership she 
brought forward generations of leaders dedi-
cated to the public good and the growth of the 
City of San Diego, and the State of California. 

It is fitting that at this time, as we celebrate 
the history of the contributions of women 
throughout the month of March that I should 
rise to speak of Senator Lucy Killea. 

Lucy’s life of public service began during 
WWII, working as a military intelligence officer 
with the Central Intelligence Agency, and as 
an aide to First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt, in 
1946, during the first General Assembly of the 
United Nations. 

She and her husband John Killea, served 
ten years as U.S. diplomats in Mexico, which 
no doubt influenced Lucy’s commitment to fos-
ter dialogue and collaboration between the 
United States and Mexico. After their diplo-
matic service Lucy, and her husband, moved 
to San Diego, where she completed a doc-
torate in Latin American History from the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego. Lucy had a 
full career prior to running for political office. 

In 1978, San Diego Mayor Pete Wilson, ap-
pointed Lucy, to an empty seat on the City 
Council. In 1982 she was elected to the Cali-
fornia State Assembly, where she established 
the first bipartisan women’s caucus in the leg-
islature, and won election to the California 
State Senate in 1989. She championed the 
environment, women’s health, and ethical gov-
ernmental practices. She honored her con-
stituents and placed their interests above her 
own. 

As I remember Lucy, I think of her not only 
as a dynamic and committed public servant 
but as a mentor, a role model and a friend. 
She worked tirelessly to support women and 
young people in their efforts to win public of-
fice. I count myself among the many Califor-
nians involved in public service, who, when 
confronted with tough political situations, often 
ask themselves, ‘‘What would Lucy do?’’ We 
recall how she left the Democratic Party and 
ran as an independent when she no longer 
believed that she could serve her constituents 
with a party label. 

The word trailblazer is often used to de-
scribe her political leadership and it is in many 

ways inadequate to describe how much she 
has contributed to San Diego, her adopted 
city, and the great State of California. 

Lucy’s honesty, integrity and respect for civil 
discourse made her a remarkable leader and 
a dear friend to many. She truly represents 
the ‘‘best of us,’’ and is dearly missed. 

f 

HONORING INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of International 
Women’s Day. While there are many issues 
that women face, including equal pay for equal 
work, affordable child care, access to afford-
able and quality healthcare, paid family leave, 
and the general rights of women of color and 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender women, I 
would like to focus today on reproductive 
rights. 

Roe v. Wade became the law of the land in 
1973 when the Supreme Court of the United 
States deemed abortion to be a fundamental 
right. In recent years, that fundamental right to 
make a private choice about one’s own body 
has been challenged by legislation and in the 
court system. Anti-choice legislation that 
places a ban on abortion care after a certain 
number of weeks of pregnancy, challenges to 
the contraception mandate in the Affordable 
Care Act, and most recently, passing a Con-
gressional Review Act regarding changes to 
the Title X program are just a few of the tac-
tics the House Republicans have used to un-
dermine reproductive care for women in this 
country. 

Along with reproductive care, we must edu-
cate our youth about sexual health. Instead of 
using evidence-based sexual education pro-
grams, many Republicans have instead advo-
cated for abstinence-only education. These 
programs promote the false notion that ‘‘sex-
ual risk avoidance education’’ is effective, but 
they are harmful and stigmatizing. Young peo-
ple deserve real information about sexual 
health and well-being. Research shows that 
when young people have the necessary infor-
mation about contraception as well as absti-
nence, they will delay initiation, reduce sexual 
activity, and increase use of condoms and 
contraception while seeing a reduction in unin-
tended pregnancy and STD rates. Sexual 
health and education and reproductive health 
go hand-in-hand, but the GOP continues to ig-
nore the evidence and add unnecessary bar-
riers which ultimately increase rates of unin-
tended pregnancy and decrease access to 
family planning care. 

Within days of his inauguration, President 
Trump signed an executive order enacting the 
Global Gag Rule, which forces any foreign or-
ganization that receives U.S. foreign aid dol-
lars to certify that they do not use their own 
funds to pay for abortion services, counsel pa-
tients about the option of abortion, or advocate 
for the liberalization of abortion laws. This pol-
icy is a change and an expansion from pre-
vious law which has banned U.S. foreign aid 
dollars from being used for abortion related 
activities since 1973. Advocates have called 
this new policy the ‘‘Global Gage Rule on 

steroids.’’ This expansion delivers a dev-
astating blow to NGOs and is dangerous for 
reproductive health internationally. 

At a time when the current administration 
seems to be more against women than with 
us, we must stand up for ourselves. We must 
continue to bring forward evidence-based and 
sensible policies that are good for women and 
good for our population. Whether we are dis-
cussing reproductive health, economic equal-
ity, civil rights, or the many other issues that 
women face, we must face them together. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CELEBRATING 
150 YEARS OF THE SENTINEL- 
TRIBUNE 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate 
a treasured institution in my hometown of 
Bowling Green, Ohio, the Sentinel-Tribune 
Newspaper. The Sentinel-Tribune, a staple of 
Wood County has provided news coverage for 
the local community for 150 years and con-
tinues to be a must-read six days a week. 

The Sentinel-Tribune began as just the Sen-
tinel when it was originally established in 
1867. The Sentinel served the people of Bowl-
ing Green and southern Wood County who 
sought to change the county seat from 
Perrysburg to Bowling Green. In 1906, a 
merger with the Tribune was initiated, becom-
ing the publication we recognize today. 

While the newspaper business has changed 
drastically since the 1800’s, the Sentinel-Trib-
une has kept pace. Advances in technology 
have allowed anyone to share information at 
the push of a button and news travels quicker 
than ever. The Sentinel-Tribune continues to 
adapt to serve its readership through daily cir-
culations and a growing digital presence. 

The Sentinel-Tribune has proven that it is 
an indispensible source for its readers that 
want to know what is happening in their com-
munity, their state, and their country. It’s a tes-
tament to the leadership, the reporters, and 
the staff at the newspaper that they have been 
so successful for a century and a half. 

Mr. Speaker, a news publication that con-
tinues to serve the public interest as well as 
the Sentinel-Tribune deserves to be cele-
brated and honored. The paper remains a 
trusted and valued news publication that has 
served the people of Ohio for 150 years. I 
want to recognize the Sentinel-Tribune for its 
years of service to the people of Ohio and the 
local community. 

f 

GRATITUDE FOR THE WORK OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE 
OF MINNESOTA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today is 
International Women’s Day and I am proud to 
be a strong advocate for equity, opportunity, 
and full rights for women and girls both in the 
United States and around the world. Over my 
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tenure in Congress, I have fought to improve 
women’s healthcare, advance pay equity, and 
make sure girls have access to every edu-
cational opportunity that is available to boys. 

With the Trump administration now in the 
White House, I am very concerned that the 
significant progress made to improve women’s 
lives are under threat of being diminished, 
rolled back or extinguished. I remain fully com-
mitted to standing up, speaking out and cham-
pioning the rights of women and girls. 

This past weekend I attended an event 
hosted by the International Institute of Min-
nesota (IIM) to celebrate International Wom-
en’s Day. It was a tremendous honor to re-
ceive IIM’s 2017 Olga Zoltai Award for Service 
to New Americans. Special thanks to Jane 
Graupman, IIM’s amazing executive director, 
and Kitty Gogins, IIM’s board chair and daugh-
ter of Olga Zoltai. IIM’s staff works hard doing 
the important work of resettling refugees. Their 
work builds a strong foundation for new Amer-
ican families that helps them achieve success 
and self-sufficiency. 

Unfortunately, the anti-immigrant executive 
orders issued by the Trump administration, es-
pecially the refugee ban, can only be called a 
betrayal of our values as Americans and the 
core beliefs that make this a great country. 

As I said in my remarks upon receiving this 
special award, ‘‘There is amazing strength and 
perseverance in each and every refugee story. 
The millions of women, men and children who 
have found their way to America have made 
this country better. Their courage must now be 
our courage as we resist isolationism, bigotry, 
and the scapegoating of good people seeking 
freedom and a new life in America.’’ 

I include in the RECORD my full remarks and 
a brief biography of Olga Zoltai who was truly 
an amazing woman. 

Throughout my career in Congress I have 
made the rights of women and girls a priority. 

We want a more peaceful, prosperous 
world, a world where children are healthy and 
families are strong, then let us invest in 
women and girls. 

The United States is the wealthiest nation 
on Earth. We must be investing in women and 
girls, not cutting funding and assistance that 
saves lives, protects the vulnerable and builds 
better futures. 

Empowering women and girls is not con-
troversial, it is essential. It means giving every 
girl the opportunity she deserves—the right— 
to go to school and receive an education. It 
means eliminating discrimination, exploitation 
and violence against women and girls—wheth-
er it be trafficking, forced marriage of girls, or 
pay discrimination right here in the United 
States. 

Empowering women means access to em-
ployment, healthcare, and safe childcare. And, 
empowering women means asking a room full 
of women to think about standing up and be 
leaders—maybe running for elected office one 
day—for school board, city council, mayor, the 
state legislature, or the even the U.S. Con-
gress. 

I am sure that each of us here today is very 
concerned about new policies that are coming 
out of this White House that impact refugees. 
In my view, these policies are a betrayal of 
America’s values and the core beliefs that 
make this a great country. 

We must resist these close minded and 
harmful policies. We must resist in Congress, 
in the courts, and in our communities. But it is 

also critical to continue to be welcoming, car-
ing and embracing of all New Americans. It is 
more important than ever. 

There is amazing strength and persever-
ance in each and every refugee story. The 
millions of women, men and children who 
have found their way to America have made 
this country better. Their courage must now be 
our courage as we resist isolationism, bigotry, 
and the scapegoating of good people seeking 
freedom and a new life in America. 

Olga Zoltai was a refugee who dedicated 
her life to welcoming refugees. Olga’s work is 
now our work and must continue this impor-
tant work the same passion and commitment. 

Thank you for this very special award—I will 
treasure it. And, I will carry Olga in my heart 
as we fight to keep America a country that 
welcomes refugees and strives to offer hope, 
opportunity and freedom to all people. 

Thank you, Kitty. Thank you, Jane. And, 
thank you to everyone here today. 
OLGA ZOLTAI, PATRON SAINT OF IMMIGRANTS 
On Thursday, June 9, 2016, former Institute 

staff member Olga Zoltai passed away. Olga 
was a tireless advocate for refugees and im-
migrants. Her tenacity and dedication im-
proved the lives of thousands of New Ameri-
cans in our community. A refugee herself—at 
the age of 13, Olga and her family fled her 
hometown of Sopron, Hungary as Soviet 
forces invaded—Olga worked at the Inter-
national Institute of Minnesota from 1971 to 
1993. During her years at the Institute, Olga 
designed innovative programs that responded 
to the needs of New Americans, transforming 
and strengthening our community. 

When Olga heard that a new federal pro-
gram to resettle refugees was beginning in 
1974, she knew the Institute had to do this 
work. The Institute’s Executive Director was 
on his honeymoon in Thailand when Olga 
heard about this opportunity. No one knew 
exactly where in Thailand he was 
honeymooning, but they did know he would 
not be back until after the application dead-
line had passed. Not to be deterred, Olga 
began calling hotels to see if a guest match-
ing his description was staying there. She 
eventually found him, received his approval, 
and applied. Thanks to Olga, the Institute 
has welcomed more than 25,000 refugees to 
our community. 

Olga was the caseworker who welcomed 
the first Hmong refugees to Minnesota in 
February 1976. She got the call of their ar-
rival the night before the family’s 6 a.m. ar-
rival. The youngest child arrived wearing 
just a t-shirt, but Olga and the church spon-
soring the family brought blankets to the 
airport. 

Olga Zoltai with her three children Kitty, 
Lili, and Peter (left to right). 

It is now common for refugee resettlement 
agencies to have caseworkers who are from 
the communities they serve, and it was Olga 
who hired the first bi-lingual case manager 
in Minnesota. 

Olga founded the Nursing Assistant Train-
ing Program in 1991 to provide New Ameri-
cans access to entry-level jobs in healthcare. 
In the program’s 25 years, more than 1,900 
nursing assistants have been employed. At a 
recent Nursing Assistant graduation, the 
class speaker declared: ‘‘Today is the great-
est accomplishment of our lives. Today, we 
begin our lives as caregivers. You are chang-
ing not just our lives, but our family’s lives 
as well.’’ 

Additionally, Olga worked on hundreds of 
political asylum cases and was known to be 
a unwavering advocate for those the most 
complex cases. 

‘‘I was so lucky, you know?’’ Olga said 
when she reflected on her life’s story. When 
her chance came, ‘‘I was able to help.’’ 

Olga was awarded the eponymous ‘‘Olga 
Zoltai Award for Outstanding Service to New 
Americans’’ at the Institute’s International 
Women’s Day Tea in March 2016. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAURICE L. ‘‘MAURI’’ 
WILLIAMSON 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a prominent Hoosier leader and my 
dear friend, Mr. Maurice L. (Mauri) Williamson 
who passed away on January 30, 2017 sur-
rounded by his loving family. 

Mauri was born in Economy, Indiana and 
spent his childhood participating in 4–H. He 
served in the Navy Medical Corps until 1946, 
after which he received his undergraduate de-
gree from Purdue University in 1950. He was 
known throughout the state as the executive 
secretary of the Purdue University Ag Alumni 
Association, a position he held for 37 years. 
During his Purdue career, Mauri helped found 
the National Ag Alumni Development Associa-
tion (NAADA) and started the Ag Alumni Fish 
Fry. 

Mauri put a lot of care and dedication into 
his work. After graduating from Purdue, he re-
turned to the family farm, but he soon found 
he was better suited spending his time with 
people rather than with plants and animals. In 
1961, he founded the Pioneer Village at the 
Indiana State Fair to preserve and display the 
history of Indiana agriculture. Mauri held court 
there each summer, visiting with his ever-ex-
panding legion of friends acquired through his 
lifetime commitment to Purdue and to agri-
culture. He had a deep love for the Indiana 
State Fair and only missed attending while 
serving in the Navy during World War II. 

I was first introduced to Mauri when I served 
as Indiana’s Secretary of State. He made it 
clear to me, in the way only he could do, the 
importance of farming and agriculture commu-
nity to the past, present and future of Indiana. 
Even today, my family, and especially my two 
young sons, enjoys the fruit of his labor each 
August when we visit the Pioneer Village at 
the best State Fair in the nation. As a member 
of Congress, I continue to keep our past con-
versations in mind when voting on agriculture 
issues. 

Mauri leaves June, his beloved wife of 68 
years, two children, three grandchildren and 
five great grandchildren to carry on his legacy 
of service to fellow Hoosiers. I believe this 
world is a better place because of his compas-
sionate service to our community, state and 
nation. Rest in peace, Mauri. He will not be 
forgotten. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
MICHIGAN STATE POLICE 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s my honor 
to recognize the Michigan State Police as they 
celebrate their 100th Anniversary. We 
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Michiganders are so grateful for Michigan 
State Police’s century of law enforcement ex-
cellence, selfless service, and tireless dedica-
tion to communities across Michigan. 

Originally organized as a temporary, war-
time emergency force to provide domestic se-
curity during World War I, the force was for-
mally reorganized two years later as the Michi-
gan State Police. In April of 1917, a small 
band of 300 mounted men became the first 
Michigan State Police troopers, and over the 
last 100 years, they have become a world- 
class, professional law enforcement agency 
with over 2,900 members. In the First District, 
we are grateful to have ten Michigan State Po-
lice posts serving men and women in every 
community. 

From Alpena to Iron Mountain and Traverse 
City to the Soo, each Michigan State Police 
trooper takes on the sacred oath to serve and 
protect our families and homes when he or 
she puts on the uniform. You do more than 
protect, you inspire and build relationships in 
our communities through creative partnerships 
and programs ranging from direct engagement 
with Community Service Troopers to Teen 
Safe Driving programs that keep our most pre-
cious resource, our children, safe. It’s your 
commitment to integrity, excellence, and cour-
tesy that has led to real results in Michigan. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the 
Michigan State Police for 100 years of service. 
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing 
that Northern Michigan and the Upper Penin-
sula are better and safer places thanks to the 
work and dedication of the Michigan State Po-
lice. On behalf of my constituents and resi-
dents across the State of Michigan, congratu-
lations, Michigan State Police, on 100 years of 
exceptional service. 

f 

SOUTHEASTERN ILLINOIS COL-
LEGE’S MIG TEAM WINS STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 4 YEARS IN A 
ROW 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Southeastern Illinois College’s 
Model Illinois Government team’s success at 
the 2017 Model Illinois Government competi-
tion. Southeastern’s team won the Out-
standing Large Delegation Award, earning its 
tenth Outstanding Delegation Award in 14 
years, and fourth in a row. 

Southeastern is the smallest school in terms 
of enrollment at the simulation and not only 
defeated much larger community colleges, but 
also Universities including the University of Illi-
nois at Springfield, Eastern, and Western Uni-
versities. Southeastern led all schools in total 
points, leadership positions, and controlled 
both the House Democrat and Senate Repub-
lican caucuses. Southeastern set new school 
records for floor leadership positions (six) and 
total points (sixteen). Tracy Stokich and Cas-
per Johns won the Award for Outstanding 
Original Legislation, while William Tippett was 
named Outstanding First Year Delegate, and 
Morgan Denbo won the Outstanding Member 
of the House of Representatives Award. 

Team members were elected to 4 com-
mittee spokesperson positions, two committee 

chairs, while Evan Doughty was elected 
House Majority Leader, and Ryan Dennison 
was elected Senate Minority Leader. William 
Tippett and Grant Loudy were also elected as 
Assistant Leaders in their respective cham-
bers, while Dana Hooven and Chloe Brandon 
were elected as floor whips. 

The Southeastern Model Illinois Government 
team, coached by Matt Lees, consists of 
Chloe Brandon, Ryan Dennison, Morgan 
Denbo, Evan Doughty, Reagan Gray, Dana 
Hooven, Stephanie (Casper) Johns, William 
Johnson, Granton Loudy, Braden Scroggins, 
Tracy Stokich, Nolan Sutton, and William 
Tippett. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the continued 
success of the Southeastern Model Illinois 
Government team, and I extend my best wish-
es to them for another outstanding season 
next year. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I regrettably 
missed votes on H.R. 1362, To name the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs community-based 
outpatient clinic in Pago Pago, American 
Samoa, the Faleomavaega Eni Fa’aua’a 
Hunkin VA Clinic, on Tuesday, March 7, 2017. 
I had intended to vote ‘‘yes’’ on Roll Call vote 
127, and ‘‘no’’ on Roll Call vote 128. 

f 

HONORING JUDY TABAR, PRESI-
DENT & CEO OF PLANNED PAR-
ENTHOOD OF SOUTHERN NEW 
ENGLAND, ON THE OCCASION OF 
HER RETIREMENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to rise today to join the many family, friends, 
and colleagues who have gathered in extend-
ing my deepest thanks and appreciation to my 
good friend, Judy Tabar, as she marks her re-
tirement as President and CEO of Planned 
Parenthood of Southern New England. Under 
her leadership over the last two decades, 
PPSNE has stood at the forefront of every 
major effort to expand the organization’s role 
in health care and education. Though she will 
most certainly be missed, she leaves a strong 
foundation on which PPSNE can continue to 
build. 

Nearly five decades ago, Judy first joined 
Planned Parenthood as a physician assistant, 
providing direct patient care. Through her work 
with patients, she developed a deeper under-
standing of their needs and how Planned Par-
enthood could better meet. She soon became 
Associate Director of Planned Parenthood 
New England and twenty years ago took on 
the mantle of President and CEO of Planned 
Parenthood of Southern New England. In ad-
dition to her work throughout Southern New 
England, Judy has served in numerous leader-
ship roles within the Planned Parenthood Fed-
eration of America (PPFA), and currently 
serves on the PPFA Board of Directors. 

As President and CEO, Judy has oversee 
PPSNE’s eighteen health centers, managed 
its $30 million annual budget, and guided it 
through a 42 percent patient increase over the 
course of her tenure. It has been through 
Judy’s vision and unwavering dedication that 
PPSNE has expanded its services to include 
primary care as well as a clinical research pro-
gram. Under her leadership, PPSNE has fo-
cused on reducing teen birth rates and reduc-
ing racial and ethnic health disparities by re-
moving barriers to services and information. 
Today, PPSNE serves nearly 70,000 patients 
with preventative care making up 90 percent 
of the services provided. A visionary by any 
definition, Judy has placed PPSNE on the cut-
ting edge of reproductive health care service 
expansion. 

I would be remiss if I did not take a moment 
to extend a special note of thanks to Judy for 
her friendship and support over the years. She 
has been an invaluable resource to both my-
self and my staff. I am confident that I speak 
for everyone who has had the opportunity to 
work with Judy over the years when I say her 
passion, compassion, tenacity, and commit-
ment will be deeply missed. 

Planned Parenthood of Southern New Eng-
land stands as a model for affiliates across the 
country and that is in large part because of 
Judy Tabar. She has left an indelible mark on 
this outstanding organization and a legacy that 
will continue to inspire others to ensure that 
everyone has access to the affordable, quality 
reproductive health care they need and de-
serve. I am honored to stand today to extend 
my heartfelt thanks and congratulations to 
Judy Tabar, for her outstanding leadership 
and good work, as well as my very best wish-
es for many more years of health and happi-
ness as she enjoys her retirement. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 9, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MARCH 14 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To receive a closed briefing on informa-
tion surrounding the Marines United 
website. 

SR–222 
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Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine reauthoriza-

tion of the National Flood Insurance 
Program. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine opportuni-

ties to improve American energy infra-
structure. 

SD–366 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Robert Lighthizer, of Florida, 
to be United States Trade Representa-
tive, with the rank of Ambassador. 

SD–215 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Surface Transportation 
and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety and Security 

To hold hearings to examine continuing 
to improve truck safety on our nation’s 
highways. 

SR–253 

MARCH 15 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine assessing 

U.S. sanctions on Russia, focusing on 
the next steps. 

SD–538 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine unmanned 

aircraft systems, focusing on innova-
tion, integration, successes, and chal-
lenges. 

SD–106 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine innovative 

solutions to control invasive species 
and promote wildlife conservation. 

SD–406 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Business meeting to consider S. 34, to 

amend chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, to provide for the en bloc 
consideration in resolutions of dis-
approval for ‘‘midnight rules’’, S. 21, to 
amend chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, to provide that major 

rules of the executive branch shall 
have no force or effect unless a joint 
resolution of approval is enacted into 
law, S. 317, to provide taxpayers with 
an annual report disclosing the cost 
and performance of Government pro-
grams and areas of duplication among 
them, S. 500, to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to make the As-
sistant Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity for Health Affairs responsible for 
coordinating the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security related to 
food, agriculture, and veterinary de-
fense against terrorism, S. 218, to re-
strict the inclusion of social security 
account numbers on documents sent by 
mail by the Federal Government, S. 
188, to prohibit the use of Federal funds 
for the costs of painting portraits of of-
ficers and employees of the Federal 
Government, H.R. 274, to provide for re-
imbursement for the use of modern 
travel services by Federal employees 
traveling on official Government busi-
ness, H.R. 366, to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Under 
Secretary for Management of the De-
partment of Homeland Security to 
make certain improvements in man-
aging the Department’s vehicle fleet, 
an original bill entitled, ‘‘Dr. Chris 
Kirkpatrick Whistleblower Protection 
Act’’, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Office 
of Special Counsel Reauthorization 
Act’’, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Follow 
the Rules Act’’, an original bill enti-
tled, ‘‘Regulatory Accountability Act’’, 
and the nomination of Elaine C. Duke, 
of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of 
Homeland Security. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine visas, focus-
ing on investigating K–1 fiance fraud. 

SD–226 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold closed hearings to examine a bal-
listic missile defense program update. 

SVC–217 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Departments of Labor, 

Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine STEM edu-
cation, focusing on preparing students 
for the careers of today and the future. 

SD–138 

11 a.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine six years of 
war in Syria, focusing on the human 
toll. 

SD–419 
1:30 p.m. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of R. Alexander Acosta, of Florida, 
to be Secretary of Labor. 

SD–430 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism 

To hold hearings to examine the modus 
Operandi and toolbox of Russia and 
other autocracies for undermining de-
mocracies throughout the world. 

SD–226 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine GAO’s high 
risk list and the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration. 

SR–418 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine raising 
grandchildren in the opioid crisis and 
beyond. 

SD–562 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship 

To hold hearings to examine how small 
businesses confront and shape regula-
tions. 

SR–428A 
3:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Airland 

To hold hearings to examine all arms 
warfare in the 21st century. 

SR–232A 

MARCH 22 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
multiple veterans service organiza-
tions. 

SD–G50 
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