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THE BATTLE OF OKINAWA— 
TYPHOON OF STEEL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘America 
was not built on fear. America was built on 
courage, on imagination and an unbeatable 
determination to do the job at hand.’’ These 
words were spoken by President Harry S. Tru-
man after World War II. Our courageous sail-
ors and soldiers defended freedom and liberty 
on two fronts. In the Pacific, they fought on 
the beaches, ultimately leading to the sur-
render of the Japanese. Saipan, Iwo Jima, 
and Okinawa were the names of some of the 
island hopping invasion sites. Those of the 
Greatest Generation proved that when the 
peace of our nation is threatened, our people 
will stand up and fight. Tom Morgan is just 
one of those patriots in the Greatest Genera-
tion who answered the call to fight for our 
great nation. 

When World War II began, Tom was just 21 
years old. He answered his country’s call to 
duty and joined the U.S. Marines. He fought in 
all three Pacific battles: Guadalcanal, Saipan, 
and Okinawa. He contracted malaria on his 
first tour in 1942 at Guadalcanal. That didn’t 
stop him. In the summer of 1944, he fought in 
the Battle of Saipan. On July 8, 1944, the 
stars and stripes were raised in victory over 
Saipan, and Tom survived his second major 
battle. Less than a year later, Tom was sent 
to fight in the Battle of Okinawa, or the Ty-
phoon of Steel as it was called because of in-
tense shelling and gunfire. On that Easter 
morning, 1945, Tom and his fellow Marines 
were on board a transport ship eating break-
fast in the mess hall when an enemy kami-
kaze plane hit their ship. Water began filling 
up in the mess hall, and Tom thought he was 
going to meet his maker. However, the man 
above had different plans for Tom. The hatch 
flew open, and Tom was able to escape. Tom 
and his fellow Marines sailed on to Okinawa 
where they stormed the beaches in the final 
island battle of the Pacific. The bloodiest battle 
yet was the largest amphibious invasion of 
World War II: over 60,000 soldiers invaded the 
island. Tom was one of them in the battle that 
thundered on for 82 days. 

Japanese General Ushijima Mitsuru and his 
soldiers had created a series of defense lines 
across the island which provided them with a 
strong resistance against our soldiers. The 
Japanese Army staked most of their defenses 
at Shuri Castle. The Tenth Army battled for 
nearly two months, inch by inch, hill by hill, to 
take Shuri Castle. 

The Marines seized the Capitol, Naha, and 
then the Japanese retreated to the southern 
tip of the island where many surrendered or 
committed suicide. The generals on both sides 
died in the course of battle: General Simon 
Buckner by a sniper and General Ushijima 
Mitsuru by suicide. On June 22, 1945, the 

United States flag was raised in victory over 
Okinawa. Our soldiers would not have experi-
enced land victory, if not for our sailor’s water 
victory over Japanese kamikaze aircraft. 

One of my favorite battleships, the USS 
Texas, participated in the invasion of Okinawa. 
She provided initial support, gunfire support, 
and fended off aerial assaults for nearly two 
months. Suicide plane attacks by the Japa-
nese army and navy were relentless against 
our navy fleet. The gunfire at Okinawa was 
the most extensive in history, 26 ships were 
sunk and 164 damaged. The Mighty T sur-
vived; she was an integral part of the Okinawa 
victory. 

Some today forget the feats of these war-
riors of World War II. Some never came 
home. American casualties were the highest 
experienced in any campaign against the Jap-
anese. More than 49,000 American casualties 
occurred, including 12,000 deaths. They were 
great Americans and we should always re-
member them. 

My friend Tom’s story is not over; he sur-
vived his third battle at Okinawa. He remained 
in the Marines until 1946 and continued his 
service in the Reserves. He even served three 
months in the Korean War. At 96 years young, 
Tom is the oldest active lawman in the State 
of Texas. 

President Ronald Reagan best summed up 
soldiers like Tom when he said, ‘‘Some people 
spend an entire lifetime wondering if they 
made a difference. The Marines don’t have 
that problem.’’ 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

DUNK CITY 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Florida Gulf 
Coast University with their return into March 
Madness for a second year in a row. The Ea-
gles scored a big win against the No. 3 seed 
North Florida on Sunday. This is the third 
NCAA Tournament appearance for the Eagles 
since 2013. 

I applaud the Florida Gulf Coast Eagles and 
Head Coach Dooley for their victory. There is 
a reason why FCGU is known as Dunk City— 
now go shut down more shot clocks. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I was attending 
a family funeral in Ohio on March 2, and was 
absent from the House floor during that day’s 
five roll call votes on H.R. 1004. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
against both Jackson Lee amendments, in 
favor of the Farenthold amendment, against 
the motion to recommit, and in favor of final 
passage. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 1301, the Department 
of Defense Appropriations Act of 2017. 

Although this bill should have been finished 
five months ago, I appreciate and respect the 
bicameral and bipartisan collaboration which 
ultimately made this bill possible. For years I 
have advocated for and helped secure funding 
in the NDAA for Historically Black Colleges & 
Universities (HBCUs). I am therefore delighted 
to see that the final bill provides $33,572,000 
for HBCUs, a $10 million increase over Presi-
dent Obama’s budget request. The funds 
made available through a competitive grant 
program will be used to improve research ini-
tiatives and science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) education at 
HBCUs. 

My home state of Georgia hosts countless 
servicemen and women, who are our military’s 
most important asset. These servicemembers 
are located on multiple military bases across 
Georgia, including but not limited to Fort 
Benning (home to over 120,000 active duty 
personnel and other personnel), Dobbins Air 
Reserve Base (through which more than 
14,000 flight operations take place every 
year), Fort Stewart (home to the 3rd Infantry 
Division), and Kings Bay Submarine Base 
(home to the Ballistic Missile nuclear sub-
marines of the US Navy Atlantic Fleet and 
which plays a key role in our strategic nuclear 
triad). These and other bases across Georgia 
are essential to our national security and I’ve 
long argued that there should be no additional 
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
rounds for Dobbins and other military bases in 
my home state. I am grateful to see that the 
new bill prohibits funding to propose, plan for, 
or execute a new BRAC round. 

This bill will also benefit Georgia’s industry. 
The F–35 Lightning II program provides the 
US Air Force (USAF), US Navy (USN), US 
Marine Corps (USMC), and a multitude of key 
allies with an affordable, fifth generation, 
stealth strike-fighter. The F–35 program also 
supports, directly and indirectly, countless of 
high-skilled jobs across Georgia, including 
hundreds of jobs at the Marietta plant in Cobb 
County, Georgia. Last year I supported the 
FY2017 budget request and urged procuring 
at a minimum an additional five F–35As and 
two F–35Cs. Such investments, in my view, 
are critical to restoring the budget cuts and the 
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previously planned production ramp rate. I am 
delighted that this bill appropriates $11 billion 
(an estimated $1 billion more than requested) 
for the procurement of 74 new F–35 planes, 
including 48 F–35s for the USAF, 18 F–35Bs 
for the USMC, and eight F–35As for the USN. 
This bill also provides funding for research 
and development and modifications to existing 
aircraft. This will help the United States to 
continue decreasing aircraft flyaway costs and 
to field capabilities necessary to meet global 
threats in the 21st century. 

Marietta is well-lcnown for being the place 
where the C–130 Hercules was first designed. 
Since the C–130 was first produced in Geor-
gia in 1956 it has become our military’s pri-
mary cargo and personnel transport plane. 
Over the past six decades more than 2,500 
C–130s have been sold in the United States 
and 60 countries. Various variants of the C– 
130s are used for many types of missions, in-
cluding airlift support, Attic ice resupply, med-
ical missions, firefighting, natural disaster relief 
missions, and humanitarian relief missions in 
the United States and abroad. One such vari-
ant, the C–130J, is the most modem military 
tactical transport plane in service today, and is 
used by the USAF, USMC, US Coast Guard 
(USCG), and 16 international customers. Last 
year I recommended for the procurement of 
three additional G–130Js, one USCG HC– 
130J to continue USCG fleet recapitalization, 
and supported language directing the USAF to 
develop a C–130J recapitalization plan for the 
Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve. 
This bill appropriates $1.3 billion for 17 C, KC, 
HC and MC–130J aircraft consistent with my 
recommendations, supporting jobs and indus-
try in Georgia and contributing to our country’s 
security. 

Last year I also supported continued funding 
for the AH–64 Apache Helicopter and UH– 
60M Black Hawk Helicopter programs, both of 
which are important to Georgia’s industry. It is 
great to see that this bill makes $1.1 billion 
($330 million above the budget request) for 72 
new UH–60M multiuse Black Hawks for the 
Army and National Guard. The bill also pro-
vides over $1 billion of funding for new 
Apache attack helicopters and upgrades to 52 
existing aircraft. The upgrades will include 
modifications that will protect against friendly- 
fire incidents, thereby protecting 
servicemembers that operate these world- 
class helicopters. 

The 116th Air Control Wing, a unit of Geor-
gia’s Air National Guard which is stationed at 
Robins Air Force Base, Georgia, is the only 
Air National Guard unit that operates the E– 
8C Joint Surveillance Target Attack Radar 
System (JSTAR). Last year this Georgia- 
based unit contributed personnel and re-
sources to assist with debris clearance in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Matthew. JSTARS are 
essential for this Georgia-based unit and last 
year I supported funding recapitalization of the 
program. I am delighted to see that this bill, in 
line with the budget request, makes 
$128,019,000 available for the next generation 
of JSTARS. 

This bill also makes funding available for 
nationwide defense programs that are critical 
to our national security. For example, following 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea in March 2014, 
the FY2015 Defense Authorization prohibited 
using the Russian-built RD–180 rocket engine 
except when a waiver is granted on the basis 
of national security or cost considerations. 

Russia’s interference in our elections in 2016 
only increases the importance of decreasing 
our dependence on that country, especially 
when it involves issues critical to our national 
security. It is great to see that this bill appro-
priates $1.3 billion for the US Air Force’s 
Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicle (EELV) 
program, which will help xs retire the use of 
Russian-made engines as quickly as possible. 

Last year I also supported President 
Obama’s budget request for a variety of de-
fense programs including the C–5 Galaxy 
Modernization, CH–53K Heavy Lift Replace-
ment, Combat Rescue Helicopter Program, F– 
22 Raptor, F–35 Lighting II (Joint Strike Fight-
er), MH–60R/S Naval Hawk Helicopter Pro-
grams, Advanced Pilot Training, and UH–1N 
Replacement Programs. By and large, this bill 
funds these programs at or close to the 
amount in the previous President’s budget re-
quest. 

Mr. Speaker, having previously served on 
the House Armed Services’ Committee and for 
years pushed for greater investment in 
HBCUs, I am delighted to see that this bill pro-
vides a much higher number than was in-
cluded in the budget request. I believe that 
this funding will be well-used and will yield 
high returns on our investment. I am delighted 
that military bases in Georgia, which are crit-
ical to our national security, are immune from 
closure, and that this bill continues to provide 
funding for servicemembers who are based in 
and programs produced in Georgia, both of 
which contribute to making our armed forces 
first-class. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PATROLMAN 
MILAN BARBER, INDUCTEE TO 
THE NATIONAL LAW ENFORCE-
MENT OFFICERS MEMORIAL 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Patrolman Milan Barber of the 
Minersville, Pennsylvania Police Department. 
Patrolman Barber will be formally inducted to 
the National Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C. on May 13 at the 29th 
Annual Candlelight Vigil during National Police 
Week. 

A veteran of World War II, Milan served in 
the Navy before becoming a law enforcement 
officer. Patrolman Barber served the borough 
of Minersville in Schuylkill County, Pennsyl-
vania. His watched ended on Friday, June 19, 
1970 after he suffered a fatal heart attack 
while on duty. Patrolman Barber and another 
officer attempted to apprehend an individual 
suspected of committing theft of a vehicle. The 
two officers struggled to contain the suspect 
as he resisted arrest. During the altercation, 
Patrolman Barber collapsed abruptly. The sub-
ject fled the scene while the other officer tend-
ed to Patrolman Barber. The suspect was 
eventually taken into custody and charged 
with manslaughter, larceny, and resisting ar-
rest. Patrolman Barber was survived by his 
wife and four children. 

The loss of Patrolman Milan Barber was a 
great tragedy for the people of Minersville. His 
sacrifice and the sacrifice of all fallen police 
officers will not be forgotten. Our nation owes 

a great debt of gratitude to brave individuals 
like Patrolman Barber for protecting our com-
munities. May he be remembered by all 
whose lives he touched and made better as 
he rests in peace. 

f 

HONORING VAIL TOWN MANAGER 
STAN ZEMLER 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
honor that I rise before this body of Congress 
and this nation today to recognize Mr. Stan 
Zemler of Vail, Colorado who is leaving local 
government after having served the public for 
over thirty years in the State of Colorado. 

Mr. Zemler has served the Town of Vail as 
Town Manager for the past thirteen years, the 
City of Boulder as Acting and Deputy City 
Manager, the Boulder Urban Renewal Author-
ity as Executive Director, as well as the Boul-
der Chamber of Commerce as CEO, with a 
career that has produced positive impacts for 
both residents and visitors of Colorado. 

Zemler’s leadership is about community 
partnering and consensus building, an ap-
proach that has helped foster public and pri-
vate relationships in an effort to achieve the 
best outcomes for the communities he served, 
including such partnering for the Billion Dollar 
Economic Renewal effort in Vail, the comple-
tion of numerous public safety infrastructure 
improvements, and the launch of numerous 
environmental and forest health initiatives. 

During his tenure serving local govern-
ments, Zemler has worked with various agen-
cies, including both the federal and state gov-
ernment branches, and closely with the U.S. 
Forest Service and the Colorado Department 
of Transportation. The collaborative work has 
enhanced Vail’s local community, international 
guest services and amenities and strength-
ened its economic position as a sustainable 
international resort. The outcomes have in-
cluded federal legislation and cost sharing with 
the USFS in protecting forest lands sur-
rounding the Vail Valley as well as the imple-
mentation of the Interstate 70 Vail Underpass 
Project, federal-state-municipal-cost-shared 
project, which benefits many guests and resi-
dents of Vail. 

Zemler’s longstanding commitment to the 
State of Colorado is represented by his efforts 
to showcase and protect its natural and beau-
tiful environment and balance that with an 
economy that supports tourism and recreation 
in the Rocky Mountains. His support of the 
Congressional legislation that expanded rec-
reational uses on forest service lands has al-
lowed for the debut of Epic Discovery on Vail 
Mountain, an offering of enhanced recreational 
opportunities. And the Vail community’s sup-
port of an initiative that was developed be-
cause of Vail’s surrounding public lands was 
used as the inspiration for declaration of Colo-
rado Public Lands Day to be celebrated on the 
third Saturday in May. This acknowledged day 
recognizes the significant contributions that 
national, state and local public lands within 
Colorado make to wildlife, recreation, the 
economy, and to Coloradans’ quality of life. 

Zemler has also been very active and influ-
ential in his roles serving both the 1–70 Coali-
tion and Colorado Association of Ski Towns, 
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leading these two prominent Colorado organi-
zations that are often heard on topics related 
to improvements for the 1–70 highway corridor 
and the future positioning of ski resorts lo-
cated in municipalities, having served as both 
Boards’ Presidents. 

Zemler has been successful in working with 
his elected officials and community to strategi-
cally achieve results that speak to their vision 
of 1) growing a balanced community; 2) en-
hancing the town’s economy; and 3) elevating 
the resort experience; all of which have a di-
rect impact on the people who live, work and 
play in the area, and has resulted in Vail’s 
success in becoming North America’s Premier 
International Mountain Resort Community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rise 
to pay tribute to Mr. Stan Zemler on behalf of 
the residents of the 2nd Congressional District 
and myself. His distinguished service and con-
tributions to the Town of Vail and municipal 
governments in the State of Colorado will re-
main his legacy for many years to come. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA PAPERWORK RE-
DUCTION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Paperwork Re-
duction Act, to eliminate the wasteful congres-
sional review process for legislation passed by 
the District of Columbia Council and to align 
longtime congressional practice and the law. 
The congressional review process for D.C. 
bills is almost entirely ignored by Congress, 
providing it no benefit, but imposes substantial 
costs, in time and money, on the District. Con-
gress has almost always used the appropria-
tions process rather than the disapproval proc-
ess to block or nullify D.C.’s legislation, and 
entirely abandoned the congressional review 
process as its mechanism for nullifying D.C. 
legislation 24 years ago, having only used it 
three times before then. Yet Congress still re-
quires the D.C. Council to use Kafkaesque 
make-work procedures to comply with the 
abandoned congressional review process es-
tablished by the Home Rule Act of 1973. 

Our bill would eliminate the congressional 
review process for legislation passed by the 
D.C. Council. However, Congress would lose 
no authority it currently exercises because, 
even upon enactment of this bill, Congress 
would retain its authority under clause 17 of 
section 8 of article I of the U.S. Constitution to 
amend or overturn any D.C. legislation at any 
time. 

The congressional review process, 30 days 
for civil bills and 60 days for criminal bills, in-
cludes those days when either house of Con-
gress is in session, delaying D.C. bills from 
becoming law often for many months. The 
delay forces the D.C. Council to pass most 
bills several times, using a cumbersome and 
complicated process to ensure that the oper-
ations of this large and rapidly changing city 
continue uninterrupted, avoiding a lapse of the 
bill before it becomes final. The congressional 
calendar means that a 30-day period usually 
lasts a couple of months and often much 
longer because of congressional recesses. 

The congressional review period for a bill that 
changed the word handicap to disability lasted 
nine months. The Council estimates that 50 to 
65 percent of the bills it passes could be elimi-
nated if the review period did not exist. To en-
sure that a bill becomes law, the Council often 
must pass the same legislation in three forms: 
emergency (in effect for 90 days), temporary 
(in effect for 225 days) and permanent. More-
over, the Council has to carefully track the 
days the House and Senate are in session for 
each D.C. bill it passes to avoid gaps and to 
determine when the bills have taken effect. 
The Council estimates that it could save 5,000 
employee-hours and 160,000 sheets of paper 
per two-year Council period if the review pe-
riod were eliminated. House Majority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy addressed the issue of saving 
such resources by eliminating the amount of 
paperwork sent to Congress when he pro-
posed a cut in the number of reports that fed-
eral agencies are required to submit to Con-
gress. Our bill is a perfect candidate because 
it eliminates a paperwork process that repeats 
itself without interruption. 

My bill would do no more than align the 
Home Rule Act with congressional practice 
over the last 24 years. Of the more than 5,000 
legislative acts transmitted to Congress since 
the Home Rule Act, only three resolutions dis-
approving D.C. legislation have been enacted 
(in 1979, 1981, and 1991) and two of those 
mistakenly involved federal interests, one in 
the Height Act and the other in the location of 
chanceries. Placing a congressional hold on 
5,000 D.C. bills has not only proven unneces-
sary, but has imposed costs on the D.C. gov-
ernment, residents and businesses. District 
residents and businesses are also placed on 
hold because they have no certainty when 
D.C. bills, from taxes to regulations, will take 
effect, making it difficult to plan. Instead of 
using the congressional review process to nul-
lify D.C. legislation, Congress has preferred to 
use riders to appropriations bills. Therefore, it 
is particularly unfair to require the D.C. Coun-
cil to engage in this labor-intensive and costly 
process. My bill would only eliminate the auto-
matic hold placed on D.C. legislation and the 
need for the D.C. Council to comply with a 
process initially created for the convenience of 
Congress, but that is now rarely used. This bill 
would promote efficiency and cost savings for 
Congress, the District, its residents, and busi-
nesses without reducing congressional over-
sight, and would carry out a policy stressed by 
Congress of eliminating needless paperwork 
and make-work redundancy. 

I urge my colleagues to support this good- 
government measure. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN JENKINS 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent for roll call votes 129 through 132 
on the evening of March 8, 2017. I would have 
voted in favor of both votes which would pro-
vide for consideration of H.R. 725, the Inno-
cent Party Protection Act. I would have also 
voted in favor of H. Res. 174 on ordering the 
previous question and providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 1301, the Department of Defense 

Appropriations Act of 2017. Lastly, I would 
have voted against the motion to adjourn. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
YEA on Roll Call No. 129, YEA on Roll Call 
No. 130, YEA on Roll Call No. 131, and NAY 
on Roll Call No. 132. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. NAOMI 
COLWELL 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
rise today to recognize the long career and 
dedicated public service of Mrs. Naomi 
Colwell, recently selected as the new Presi-
dent and CEO of the Greater Brighton Cham-
ber of Commerce, in Brighton, Colorado. 

Naomi is an accomplished executive-level 
business development professional with over 
18 years of chamber of commerce and visitor 
bureau experience. She has been serving with 
the Aurora Chamber of Commerce where she 
successfully ran the Visitors Promotion Advi-
sory Board, and has been responsible for 
starting ‘Our Young Professionals’, and 
‘Women in Business’ programs. Her extensive 
knowledge and background brings essential 
leadership and guidance to take the Greater 
Brighton Chamber of Commerce to the next 
level and to provide the services and pro-
grams that will work to assist all of its mem-
bers. 

It is my honor to congratulate Naomi Colwell 
today, and I take pride in recognizing a great 
American and public servant. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. MARK S. DAVIS 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a prominent Hoosier leader and my 
dear friend, Mr. Mark S. Davis, who passed 
away on March 4, 2017 surrounded by his lov-
ing family. 

Mark was born in Kansas City, Missouri be-
fore moving to West Lafayette as a child. He 
graduated from West Lafayette High School 
and earned his law degree from the Indiana 
University Robert H. McKinney School of Law. 
He began his career working in economic de-
velopment in Indianapolis, Greater Lafayette, 
and Flint, Michigan before opening law prac-
tice in Lafayette. 

Mark cared deeply for our community and it 
showed in what he was able to help the com-
munity thrive. He was one of many of a dedi-
cated team to convince Subaru of Indiana 
Automotive to locate in Tippecanoe County 
nearly 30 years ago. This effort led to the cre-
ation of thousands of jobs and an incredible 
impact to our economy Mark was a vocal pro-
ponent of the Hoosier Heartland Corridor, the 
36–mile highway upgrade which has improved 
access and safety while bolstering economic 
development in several Central Indiana coun-
ties. 

Mark was a man of high character and in-
tegrity. He had a servant’s heart for his fellow 
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Hoosiers and frequently worked pro bono legal 
cases for the less fortunate. I never met 
someone who had anything but positive com-
ments about Mark. He was active in the Ro-
tary Club of Lafayette Indiana and in the Tip-
pecanoe Republican Party, where he served 
as Party Secretary. Just last summer Mark ar-
ranged for me to speak with the Rotary Club 
where he graciously introduced me before my 
remarks. 

Mark leaves Mary Kay, his beloved wife, 
four daughters, and eight grandchildren to 
carry on his legacy of service to fellow Hoo-
siers. Anyone who knev—him well knows what 
a great loss his passing is for our community 
and the State of Indiana. May Mark rest in 
peace. He will not be forgotten. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RO KHANNA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, due to a sched-
uling miscommunication, I missed Roll Call 
vote 136 in the House yesterday afternoon of 
Wednesday, March 8th. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’ on roll call No. 136, 
H.R. 1301, the Department of Defense Appro-
priations Act for Fiscal Year 2017. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN JENKINS 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent for roll call votes 133 through 137 
on the evening of March 8, 2017. I would have 
voted in favor of H. Res. 174 which would pro-
vide for consideration of H.R. 1310, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act of 
2017. I would have voted against roll call 
votes 134 and 135 to adjourn. I would have 
voted in favor of H.R. 1310. Lastly, I would 
have voted in favor of roll call vote 137 to ad-
journ. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 133, NAY on Roll Call 
No. 134, NAY on Roll Call No. 135, YEA on 
Roll Call No. 136, and YEA on Roll Call No. 
137. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, due 
to my attendance at an event off the Capitol 
Hill campus, I was unable to make Roll Call 
vote No. 135. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Aye. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIBRARIAN OF 
CONGRESS CARLA HAYDEN 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, today I want to recognize the 
historic appointment of Ms. Carla Hayden to 
the post of Librarian of Congress. This is so 
significant because although more than eighty 
percent of librarians nationwide are females, 
the position of Librarian of Congress has been 
held exclusively by men, until Carla Hayden 
was appointed by Barack Obama in 2016. 

Carla Hayden was enamored by books and 
reading from an early age, and began her ca-
reer as a librarian in Chicago at the Museum 
of Science and Industry and the Chicago Pub-
lic Library. It was during her time in Chicago 
that she met Barack and Michelle Obama. 

After her impressive time in Chicago, Ms. 
Hayden left the windy city to take the position 
of Director at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, the 
public library system in Baltimore, Maryland. It 
was here that Ms. Hayden showed her true 
leadership as she improved and maintained 
an enormous public library operation. After the 
death of Freddie Gray, Ms. Hayden made the 
difficult decision to keep the Baltimore public 
libraries open in order to encourage people to 
use safe spaces and avoid violence. It is 
strong leadership like this that made her an 
excellent choice to become Librarian of Con-
gress. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, we celebrated Inter-
national Women’s Day, and I cannot think of 
a better way to acknowledge this day than by 
recognizing Carla Hayden, a pioneering 
woman of color whose very job will allow sto-
ries like hers to be told forever. 

f 

IN MEMORIAM OF LAURA HOGAN 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a native Arizonan, a tireless com-
munity organizer and a valued member of the 
Southern Arizona political community. Laura 
Hogan passed away on February 24 in Tuc-
son, Arizona. Laura was born in the small bor-
der town of Douglas, Arizona and she loved 
rural Arizona. She attended Michigan State 
University but returned to Arizona after grad-
uation to work with former Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Carolyn Warner on edu-
cational policy and consulting. 

Laura’s passion was the working families of 
Arizona. She served as Field Director for the 
Pima Area Labor Federation, helping to orga-
nize and mobilize the labor community in Tuc-
son to support candidates at the local, county, 
state and federal levels. She took that experi-
ence to Arizona List in 2007 where she served 
as the Political Director since. She simply 
loved to train and support women in their run 
for elected office. She has mentored countless 
young women and helped them plan and 
achieve their dreams of public service. 

Laura was also active in the local Demo-
cratic Party, serving as the Chair of Legislative 

District 30 and a Vice-Chair of the Arizona 
Democratic Party. She was inducted into the 
Arizona Democratic Party Hall of Fame in 
2016. 

I considered Laura a friend and a colleague 
in the Arizona political community. She was 
widely respected and admired for her hard 
work and dedication to her values. She will be 
greatly missed. I join the Arizona labor com-
munity, Democratic Party and Arizona List 
family in remembering Laura and working to 
ensure her legacy lives on through our work. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF SEAT EGRESS 
IN AIR TRAVEL (SEAT) ACT 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duced, along with my colleague Rep. ADAM 
KINZINGER, the Seat Egress in Air Travel 
(SEAT) Act, which would direct the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) to establish min-
imum seat size standards necessary to ensure 
the safety and health of airplane passengers. 
The bill would also require each airline to dis-
play the space available (size, width, and dis-
tance between rows) for each passenger on 
the airline website. The bill was introduced in 
the Senate today by Senator RICHARD 
BLUMENTHAL, Minority Leader CHUCK SCHUMER 
and Senators ED MARKEY and BOB MENENDEZ. 

Consumers are tired of being squeezed. 
The average seat distance between rows of 
seats has dropped from 35 inches before air-
line deregulation in the 1970s to about 31 
inches today. The average width of an airline 
seat has also shrunk from 18 inches to about 
161⁄2. 

This isn’t just a matter of comfort. It is about 
safety and health. The FAA requires that 
planes be capable of rapid evacuation in case 
of emergency. Furthermore, doctors warn of 
deep vein thrombosis which can afflict pas-
sengers who don’t move their legs enough on 
longer flights. 

Moreover, average seat sizes have been 
shrinking while the average size of Americans 
has been growing. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, the aver-
age man in 1960 weighed 166 pounds, and 
the average woman weighed 140 pounds. 
Now the average man is 196 pounds and the 
average woman is 166 pounds, and both are 
about an inch taller. 

This just doesn’t make any sense. 
I hope that Congress will quickly act on this 

bill to direct the FAA to establish minimum 
seat size standards to protect the safety and 
health of airline passengers. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF NO TRUMP ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, the presi-
dency should not be a get-rich-quick scheme. 
No president or presidential family should be 
able to exploit the Oval Office to get rich or 
become even wealthier. 
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The emoluments clause of the Constitution 

expressly forbids the President from accepting 
payments from foreign governments which, in 
my opinion, happens whenever an agent of a 
foreign government stays in any president’s 
hotel. While this constitutional protection may 
have been enough in the past, we are now in 
uncharted waters. Hardly a week goes by 
without reports of taxpayer-funded trips by the 
President or his family to one of his family- 
owned properties throughout the world. These 
excesses have surpassed anything that this 
nation has seen before, and this unprece-
dented abuse of taxpayer dollars demands an 
additional ethical check on the office of the 
presidency. 

That’s why I’m introducing the No TRUMP 
Act, the No Taxpayer Revenue Used to Mone-
tize the Presidency Act. This legislation would 
prohibit the use of taxpayer funds to pay for 
food, lodging, or other expenses at hotels 
owned or operated by a president or his or her 
relatives, ensuring that there is no personal fi-
nancial incentive for the current or any future 
president and family to stay or hold official 
meetings or events at certain properties 
across the United States or abroad. In the in-
terest of safety, the bill would allow the Secret 
Service to continue guarding First Family resi-
dences—Trump Tower in New York and Mar- 
a-Lago in Palm Beach, FL. 

With so many unresolved concerns about 
White House business conflicts, this is a re-
sponsible step to make sure that the public 
doesn’t subsidize the President’s private inter-
ests. 

f 

APPRECIATING PERRY KIMBALL 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on March 1, 2017, Lexington County, 
South Carolina lost a favorite son with the 
death of Perry Kimball. He was one of the 
community’s most dynamic civic leaders. 

I was grateful to serve as a pallbearer at Pil-
grim Lutheran Church on March 4th with Solic-
itor Donnie Myers, Paul Scott, H.D. Carter, 
Councilman Jerry Howard, Danny Kimball, 
Wayne Kimball, Jim Walsh, Walter Hudson, 
and Scott Adams. Honorary Pallbearers were 
John Bozard, William ‘‘Bill’’ Jordan, David 
Scott Kimball, Pete Oswald, James Shealy, 
Charles Sinclair, and Jerry Wilkie. 

The Officiants were Presiding Pastor Glenn 
Boland, Organist Sandra Lindler, and Lector 
Peter Reinhart. 

The following thoughtful obituary was in-
cluded in the service program. 

James Perry Kimball, 78, of Lexington, en-
tered the Church Triumphant on Ash 
Wednesday, March 1, 2017. Born in Norfolk, 
Virginia, on May 29, 1938, he was the son and 
only child of the late James Rackley 
Kimball and Dorothy Perry Kimball. Last 
year he celebrated his 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary with the love of his life, Sheri Rene 
Snyder Kimball. A lifelong Gamecock fan, 
Perry was a Gamecock Club Lifetime Donor 
with a particular passion for USC football, 
baseball, and men’s and women’s basketball. 
Whether he was in the stands or in his 
lounge chair, he was a loyal Gamecock fan 
through and through from the 1950s to the 
present. 

After a move to Lake Murray in the early 
1970s, he embraced life as a Lexingtonian, 
dedicated to serving the community with his 
unmistakable charm and humor. Perry was a 
member of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, where 
he was an usher, taught Sunday School and 
Bible Study, and faithfully served on many 
committees. He is a Paul Harris Fellow with 
the Rotary Club of Lexington where he 
served as past president and had perfect at-
tendance for over 40 consecutive years. Perry 
remained active in the community by serv-
ing on the boards of the Lexington Game-
cock Club, the Lexington Chamber of Com-
merce, the Lexington County Republican 
Party, and the Country Club of Lexington. 
He shared his talents on the stage, as well as 
set design, with the Lexington County Arts 
Association. 

Perry’s fondest memories of his childhood 
were playing on Burney Drive in the 
Shandon area of Columbia. He was a grad-
uate of Dreher High School, Class of 1956, 
where he played varsity basketball and was a 
member of the 1956 Dreher Championship 
Team. After high school, he attended the 
University of South Carolina and joined the 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity. Following 
USC, he served his country in the Army and 
thereafter, as a first lieutenant in the South 
Carolina National Guard for ten years. 

Mr. Kimball worked in his father’s busi-
ness at Home Heating and Air Conditioning 
in Columbia and then ventured out on his 
own to establish Kimball’s Commercial Me-
chanical Contracting in Lexington. As a self- 
employed businessman he embodied an in-
credible work ethic which could be seen by 
many. He worked above and beyond what 
was expected of him as he served people in 
his chosen field. 

He retired in 2002 intent on having endless 
tee times and spoiling their five grand-
children. He always had a friendly smile and 
happy lifestyle even though he had health 
challenges. The Kimball family is grateful 
for three physicians, Dr. Horace (Butch) 
Bledsoe, Dr. C.W. Hendricks, and Dr. Scott 
Petit, whose medical expertise granted him 
additional time to impart his faith and 
humor and to be a great example to others 
with physical challenges. 

He is survived by his wife, Sheri Snyder 
Kimball, three daughters, Teri Lee Kimball 
Callen of Columbia, Heather Kimball 
Ramsey (Jason) of Davidson, NC, Lexanne 
Kimball Graves (Scott) of Blythewood, and 
five grandchildren, Jacob Kimball Ramsey, 
Ava Perry Callen, Jordan Kennedy Ramsey, 
Anna Leigh Graves, and Wesley Scott 
Graves, Jr.; and an aunt, uncle, and many 
cousins and nieces. He was predeceased by a 
grandchild, Doren Rackley Ramsey. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF REBEKAH 
FRIEND 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a community leader, a fighter for 
working families, and a tireless advocate for 
women. Rebekah Friend served as the Execu-
tive Director and Secretary/Treasurer of the 
Arizona AFL–CIO since 2002, representing 
180,000 union members through over 200 
local union affiliates in Arizona. She is retiring 
this year and I want to personally thank her for 
her work and dedication to Arizona’s labor 
community. 

She was the first woman to be elected 
president of the Arizona AFL–CIO in 2002 and 

the state federation’s first female Secretary/ 
Treasurer in 2005. 

I consider Rebekah a friend and a trusted 
advisor on any and all issues affecting Arizona 
workers. Since being elected to the State Leg-
islature in 2004 I have counted on Rebekah to 
always tell me how policies will impact her 
members without pulling punches. Her integ-
rity and honesty are just some of the reasons 
she has been a respected labor leader for so 
many years. 

For over 37 years, Rebekah has been a 
member of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers (IBEW) and a committed 
advocate for working families. Throughout her 
career, she has played an integral role in de-
veloping legislation to improve the lives of 
working people in Arizona. She served as the 
first President of the Coalition for Labor Union 
Women in Maricopa County, lobbying state 
legislators on pay equity bills affecting female 
workers. Rebekah successfully chaired the 
Minimum Wage Coalition, which brought Prop-
osition 202 to the ballot in 2006 and raised the 
minimum wage along with a cost-of-living ad-
justment every year. 

Rebekah has received numerous awards of 
distinction for her public service. In 2004, Re-
bekah was awarded the YWCA’s Woman of 
the Year, their highest award for a civic lead-
er. In 2016, Rebekah was awarded the Pima 
Area Labor Federation (PALE) Community 
Partnership Award. She has also received the 
Arizona Capitol Times Leader of the Year in 
Public Policy Award (2007). Recently Rebekah 
received the AFL–CIO 2017 MLK Unsung 
Hero Award for the work done on the BASTA 
Arpaio campaign. 

Rebekah has also served on numerous 
boards and commissions, including the Gov-
ernor’s Council on Workforce Policy, the Ari-
zona Skill Standards Commission and the 
Governor’s Prisoner Re-Entry Task Force. Re-
bekah is also a co-founder and board member 
of Emerge Arizona, which helps to identify and 
train Democratic women to run for elected of-
fice. Rebekah has also volunteered her time to 
assist local food banks and has done exten-
sive mentoring with young women. 

I congratulate Rebekah on an incredible ca-
reer in the service of working families and 
communities across Arizona. I wish her a well- 
deserved retirement filled with friends, family 
and relaxation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE RAISE IT 
ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, America 
is literally falling apart and falling behind. 
Every day, we see new stories of deficient 
bridges, ballooning maintenance backlogs for 
aging transit systems, urban areas choking on 
congestion, or rising roadway fatalities. Earlier 
today, the American Society of Civil Engineers 
gave America’s infrastructure an overall grade 
of D+, unchanged from 2013. Roads received 
a D, while transit came in at a D¥. 

There is universal agreement that we must 
address these growing infrastructure chal-
lenges. The only question is how to pay for it. 
That’s why I’m introducing the Raise And 
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Index to Sustainably and Efficiently Invest In 
Transportation (RAISE IT) Act. 

The federal gas tax, unchanged since 1993, 
has lost more than 40 percent of its pur-
chasing power due to inflation and rising fuel 
efficiency. Stuck at 18.4 cents a gallon for 24 
years, the gas tax has led to more than a dec-
ade of uncertainty in the federal transportation 
program, a perennially insolvent Highway 
Trust Fund, and more than $140 billion bor-
rowed from the general Treasury fund to main-
tain current, inadequate surface transportation 
funding levels. The Highway Trust Fund will 
run a $15 billion deficit this year and will be 
bankrupt by 2021. 

Raising the gas tax, supported by a broad 
coalition of stakeholders from the AFL–CIO to 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, AAA, truck-
ers, and transit, would fix the Highway Trust 
Fund and provide certainty to commuters, 
businesses, and local governments that count 
on a strong, continuing federal partnership. 
The RAISE IT Act would index the federal gas 
and diesel taxes to inflation and phase in a 15 
cent a gallon increase over three years, gen-
erating $210 billion over the next ten years. 

Congress should follow the lead of the eight 
Republican-led states that raised gas taxes in 
the last two years. Countless editorial boards, 
transportation and economic policy experts, 
and blue ribbon panels like Simpson-Bowles 
Commission, all call for an increase in the fed-
eral gas tax. In the words of President 
Reagan, who more than doubled the gas tax 
in 1983, ‘‘the cost to average motorist will be 
small, but the benefit to our transportation sys-
tem will be immense.’’ 

f 

ADVANCED CONCEPTS AND SIM-
ULATION PROGRAM IN THE DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2017 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I want to make a 
statement regarding the passage of H.R. 
1301, the Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2017. In the 114th Congress, an 
amendment was offered and accepted by 
voice vote to H.R. 5293, the Department of 
Defense Appropriations Act, 2017, that moved 
$5 million from the Operation and Mainte-
nance, Defense—Wide account to the Re-
search, Development, Test and Evaluation, 
Army account’s Advanced Concepts and Sim-
ulation program. H.R. 1301, maintained a $3 
million increase to the Research, Develop-
ment, Test and Evaluation, Army account’s 
Advanced Concepts and Simulation program. 

These funds allow universities to focus on 
advancing component technologies required 
for real time modeling and simulation training. 
A promising use of this program is the devel-
opment of a more effective protocol for treat-
ing combat-related post-traumatic stress dis-
order for active duty, retired, and discharged 
personnel and their families. The use of mod-
eling and simulation technology has enabled 
new innovative and immersive therapies to be 
developed, which can extend trauma manage-
ment therapy protocol. 

I support the use of modeling and simulation 
and thank my colleagues for their shared sup-
port. 

TRIBUTE TO NEW YORK STATE 
ASSEMBLYMAN MICHAEL DEN 
DEKKER 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
give tribute to a colleague and dear friend, 
New York State Assemblyman Michael Den 
Dekker. I have long admired his devotion to 
improving the lives of others. I know I am not 
alone in this admiration. Everyone who has 
worked with Mike has boundless respect for 
him, and truly enjoys knowing him. He is 
cheerful, he is kind, and he is a friend to all 
he meets. 

Mike and I go back decades. On September 
12, 2001, I went down to Ground Zero for the 
first time. The past twenty four hours had 
been some of the most harrowing of my life. 
As I stepped out of the car, the first thing I laid 
my eyes on was Mike Den Dekker. He was 
there, broom in hand, cleaning up. No other 
story more clearly shows what kind of man 
Mike is. He does not shy away from hard 
work, he does not waver in his devotion to 
others. I have nothing but the deepest respect 
for my longtime friend and colleague. 

Of course, Mike is no stranger to tough 
work. He worked his way up in the sanitation 
department, eventually becoming supervisor, 
and going on to serve the city as a public in-
formation officer at the Office of Emergency 
Management and a facilities manager for the 
New York City Council, until he ran for State 
Assembly in 2008. Since then, he has fought 
tirelessly to improve the lives of New Yorkers 
and to create a state where everyone has the 
chance to work hard and succeed. 

His work is being recognized on March 13, 
2017, as he receives the Charles Stewart Par-
nell award from the American Irish Legislators. 
Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate him and 
declare my joy in his receiving of this award. 
The award is given each year to an Irish legis-
lator in commemoration of Charles Stewart 
Parnell, the uncrowned king of Ireland, a 
brave soul who fought for the people. Mike is 
unwavering in his devotion to others, and has 
spent his whole life making his community 
safer, cleaner, healthier, and happier. It is only 
natural he should receive such an award to 
commemorate a lifetime of work. As we Irish 
say, luck may rise with you, Maith thú, and Go 
n-eirı́ an t-ádh leat, Michael. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN CREIGHTON 
ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize John Creighton on the oc-
casion of his retirement after 33 years of dedi-
cated public service as a Deputy District Attor-
ney for Alameda County. 

John’s life of service began in 1971, when 
he enlisted in the U.S. Army. He served in the 
Intelligence Corps, operating out of the U.S. 
Army headquarters in Vietnam providing coun-
terintelligence work. In 1973, he worked in 

Psychological Operations at JFK Special 
Forces Center at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina, 
eventually being honorably discharged with 
the rank of Sergeant in 1974. 

In 1979, he enrolled at the University of 
California at Berkeley, and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science. John 
would go on to receive his Juris Doctorate 
from the University of San Francisco School of 
Law in 1984. During his time in college, John 
worked as a union laborer, truck driver, auto 
mechanic and paralegal. 

In 1984, John was hired by the Alameda 
County District Attorney’s (DA) Office in Oak-
land. John’s distinguished career spanned 
over three decades, and he prosecuted hun-
dreds of cases, including murder, domestic vi-
olence, sexual assault and major narcotics 
trafficking. 

In the DA’s office, John was tasked as a 
Gang Violence Prosecutor, handling complex 
gang-related felonies at all stages of prosecu-
tion, as well as serving as a DA representative 
to the nationally recognized Gang Intervention 
Program. John received the Neighborhood 
Champion Award in 2014 for his work. 

John not only served his community in the 
courtroom, but also devotes his time as a soc-
cer referee with the Jack London Youth Soc-
cer League. Additionally, John previously 
served as a member on the Board of Directors 
for both Planned Parenthood Golden Gate and 
Golden Gate Community Health. 

John has fostered lasting, productive part-
nerships in the East Bay and laid the founda-
tion for others to succeed. His legacy is one 
of selfless service and tireless justice and 
compassion, leaving our community and na-
tion safer for all of us. I wish to congratulate 
John on a long and distinguished career, and 
I wish him health and happiness in retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I regrettably 
missed votes on Wednesday, March 8, 2017. 
I had intended to vote No on Roll Call vote 
129, No on vote 130, No on vote 131, Yes on 
vote 132, No on vote 133, Yes on vote 134, 
Yes on vote 135, Yes on vote 136, Yes on 
vote 137. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LYNN BROWN 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge Veteran Services Officer Lynn P. 
Brown for being selected as Employee of the 
Quarter for the entire State of Illinois Depart-
ment of Veterans’ Affairs Agency. VSO Brown 
has been with the agency for nearly 26 years. 

VSO Lynn Brown grew up in a family of 
eight boys in Effingham, Illinois. He graduated 
from Effingham High School in 1962 and 
joined the Army in 1966. After training at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, and Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky, Lynn was stationed overseas at 
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Pleiku, South Vietnam, with the 1st Signal Bat-
talion as a personnel specialist and rose to the 
rank of Spec/5. He received an Honorable 
Discharge in 1969. Spec/5 Brown was award-
ed the Army Commendation Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with 2 Cam-
paign Stars, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross with Palm, and the Republic of Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross Unit Citation. 

During his career as a VSO, Lynn Brown 
has served a large section of South Central Il-
linois veterans. His professional career has 
been described as defining what a Veteran 
Services Officer should be, and his private life 
has become an extension with the same devo-
tion. He continues to serve veterans and their 
families long after the workday is over, on holi-
days, and on weekends. He has even built 
over a hundred shadow boxes for medals and 
awards for fellow veterans and their families, 
at no cost to the recipients. 

I offer my congratulations to VSO Brown for 
his outstanding accomplishments while serving 
veterans. We need more men and women like 
him. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HOLT FAMILY 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, family is 
the greatest gift life can offer to us. There is 
no relationship more special or more enduring 
than the bonds that are found within family. 
Family is truly the tie that binds us together. 
Both the friendship that is shared and strug-
gles overcome are a testament of what is pos-
sible when a family is united and dedicated to 
loving God and one another. Because of their 
friendship, work, endurance, and giving spirit, 
it is an honor to recognize the Holt family for 
their efforts in the pioneering of Williamson 
County. Their story is a story of faith and fam-
ily and it is an honor for those of us gathered 
this evening to share this story. 

The presence of the Holt family in this area 
can be traced back to the 1840’s, beginning 
with Lucretia and Henry Holt. With each trial 
that came along; with slavery and segregation, 
each member of the Holt family chose kind-
ness and compassion and in the midst of in-
justice, they chose forgiveness. Their heritage 
will forever be memorialized by the naming of 
Holt Road off of Nolensville Pike and Stanfield 
Road in Brentwood, Tennessee. 

There is much wisdom we can all glean 
from the example set by the Holt family, who 
created a generational legacy of love that will 
be remembered for decades to come. Their 
story is a story of a life well lived. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring this family 
for their influence and impact on Williamson 
County, Tennessee. 

f 

HONORING U.S. NAVY SEABEE’S 
ON THEIR 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the U.S. Navy Construction Battalion, 

also known as the Seabees, and congratulate 
them on their 75th Anniversary. In the opening 
weeks of World War II, the U.S. Navy began 
to organize unique and specialized construc-
tion battalions to support the building and 
maintaining of infrastructure in remote island 
locations throughout the Pacific. On March 5, 
1942, these construction battalions were 
named Seabees by the Department of the 
Navy and served a vital role in meeting the 
logistical and strategical challenges the United 
States faced in the war effort. 

Over the past 75 years, the Seabees have 
met continued challenges in strengthening our 
national security in times of war and peace. 
They have been responsible for building and 
maintaining numerous military support facilities 
throughout the world, such as military bases, 
as well as hundreds of miles of airstrips, road-
ways and bridges. From the beginning of the 
Second World War to our present day military 
operations, the Seabees have performed up to 
the highest standard and have done so while 
demonstrating outstanding courage, bravery 
and determination. They have even been im-
mortalized on the silver screen in the 1944 
film, The Fighting Seabees starring John 
Wayne. 

In honoring the Seabees, let us remember 
the tremendous sacrifices that these brave 
men and women, as well as their families, 
have made in dedicated service to their coun-
try for the past 75 years. As a U.S. Marine 
and current member of the Mississippi Na-
tional Guard, I can personally attest to how 
important their service and sacrifice is to the 
success of our military. 

I am proud to represent Mississippi’s 4th 
district, home to the Naval Construction Bat-
talion Center, where in just the past year, 
thousands of Seabees, sailors, airmen and 
soldiers have received training. We congratu-
late the U.S. Navy Seabees on their 75th An-
niversary and reaffirm our commitment to their 
service. 

f 

NATIONAL LOOK UP DAY FOR 
ADAM DAVID NUSZEN 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Adam David Nuszen, who 
tragically lost his life after struggling with men-
tal illness and addiction. 

Adam, who grew up in my congressional 
district, had a bright future ahead of him and 
was taken too soon from his family and com-
munity. According to his mother, Linda, ‘‘Adam 
was the protector of our family. The oldest of 
three, his arms were always around his sib-
lings and his loyalty was surpassed by his 
quiet quest for justice. He marveled at the 
night sky and couldn’t resist sharing his enthu-
siasm with his friends and family. He taught us 
about the wonder and grandeur of the planets, 
galaxies and beyond. He was a gifted musi-
cian, a poet, a writer, a philosopher and an in-
ventor.’’ 

At 22, Adam was suddenly stricken with 
psychosis and diagnosed with schizophrenia. 
For ten years,he was in and out of hospitals 
attempting to balance his disease with nor-
malcy. His illness slowly evolved into the dan-

gerous and devastating world of addiction. 
Tragically, in November of 2015, Adam lost 
his life to an overdose while in rehab. 

While in rehab, Linda explained to me that 
despite his dark times, Adam always managed 
to remind his loved ones to ‘‘look ups’’ or you 
will miss all that there is in the world. Sadly, 
their last conversation before he passed, car-
ried this same sentiment and tone. The words 
look up remain with her today as an important 
reminder of Adam’s character and spirit. 

In honor of Adam David Nuszen, I would 
like to support Linda’s request in declaring 
Adam’s Birthday, March 12, National Look Up 
Day. This is the perfect opportunity to raise 
awareness and show support for those strug-
gling with addiction and those we have lost to 
this disease. As members of Congress, we 
must all continue to support legislation that ad-
dresses the rise in drug and alcohol addiction 
to stop the tragic loss of life that is devastating 
our communities and loved ones across the 
country. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
regarding the question considered yesterday, 
Wednesday, March 8, on passage of H.R. 
1301, the Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2017, Roll Call Number 136, I am 
recorded as voting Yes. I intended to vote No. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WENDELL 
YOUNG’S SERVICE TO THE 
UNITED STATES 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Wendell Young for his service 
as a noncommissioned officer in the United 
States Army during World War II. Mr. Young 
fought across Europe as part of the 2nd 
Cavahy Regiment’s reconnaissance squadron, 
earning a host of awards and commendations 
including two Silver Stars. 

A native of Rutherford County, North Caro-
lina, Mr. Young was drafted into the Army in 
1943. A year later he was deployed to the Eu-
ropean Theatre where he served under the 
legendary General Patton. As the war raged 
on, Mr. Young saw action throughout France, 
Germany, Belgium, and Czechoslovakia. He 
played a part in the Allied victory at the Battle 
of the Bulge and led an effort to liberate a 
prisoner of war camp that was housing a large 
number of both American and Russian troops. 
During this mission, he earned both of his Sil-
ver Stars by exemplifying tremendous per-
sonal courage and selflessness to accomplish 
his objective. In the citation for one of those 
awards, he was acknowledged for his daring 
and heroism as an outstanding noncommis-
sioned officer. Furthermore, he was presented 
the Russian Medal of Courage, making him 
one of the only Americans to ever receive this 
honor. 
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Following the war, Mr. Young returned to 

North Carolina where he started a family and 
began a career at the N.C. Cooperative Exten-
sion. After 31 years with the Cooperative Ex-
tension, he retired and now works part-time for 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Mr. Young 
is a living example of the American spirit, a 
man who answered the call of our nation in its 
time of need. As one of the dwindling number 
of WWII veterans, his story is one that needs 
to be cherished and shared so that we may 
continue to learn from their example. Mr. 
Young personifies both courage and patriotism 
and there is no doubt that he is part of the 
Greatest Generation, It is my hope that Mr. 
Young will continue to share his story so that 
we will never forget the lessons of his sac-
rifice. I wish Mr. Young and his entire family 
well, and thank him for his service. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing the incredible legacy of Mr. Wendell 
Young. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WORLD KIDNEY DAY 

HON. ROBIN L. KELLY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, today, 
we recognize World Kidney Day and the im-
pact of Chronic Kidney Disease, or CKD, 
across the globe. In the U.S., 26 million adults 
have kidney disease and 1-in-3 is at risk. We 
have to reverse this trend. 

African Americans, in particular, suffer from 
kidney failure at more than three times the 
rate of Caucasians and constitute more than 
32 percent of all patients receiving dialysis for 
kidney failure. A study says that Hispanics de-
velop kidney failure at a rate of 2:1 compared 
to Whites. Improving care earlier to stop or 
slow progression of the disease, and improv-
ing access to kidney transplantation for those 
who do experience kidney failure, are suc-
cessful tools in order to assist millions of 
Americans impacted by CKD. 

Over 675,000 Americans have irreversible 
kidney failure, or end-stage renal disease, and 
need dialysis or a kidney transplant to survive. 
CKD shortens life expectancy by 5–11 years 
and more than 95,000 people died of kidney 
disease last year. Those with diabetes, high 
blood pressure, a family history of kidney fail-
ure, aged 60 or older, or from minority popu-
lations are at the greatest risk. 

In order to avoid an irreversible stage, there 
are two simple, quick, and inexpensive tests 
for chronic kidney disease. If caught early, 
diet, exercise, and medications can help slow 
or even reverse some of the damage caused 
by kidney disease, allowing patients a better 
life. 

I had the opportunity to meet with kidney 
patients, including Leilah Sampson from Chi-
cago, who is a volunteer with the National Kid-
ney Foundation. When she was 19, Leilah 
was studying to be a nurse at the historic 
Tuskegee University when she discovered that 
she had kidney disease. It quickly progressed 
to kidney failure, and has since caused signifi-
cant physical and mental health issues. 

How many lives can be improved or saved 
by a simple set of tests that costs $80 to 
$140? More needs to be done in order to pro-
mote testing by physicians and reward them 

for identifying and managing this chronic dis-
ease. In addition, empowering patients 
through education can help allow them to 
make informed decisions about all available 
treatments, further improving their lives. 

As Chairwoman of the Congressional Black 
Caucus Health Braintrust, I am committed to 
working with Congress and stakeholders in the 
public health and research communities to 
promote strategies to fight kidney disease. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I will vote 
against H.R. 1301, the Fiscal Year 2017 De-
partment of Defense (DOD) Appropriations 
Act. 

The legislation includes several provisions 
that I strongly support, including giving service 
men and women a well-deserved raise of 2.1 
percent. The bill provides much-needed fund-
ing to address traumatic brain injuries, PTSD, 
sexual assault and suicide prevention, and 
vital cancer research. It also includes funding 
for Ukraine and Eastern Europe security initia-
tives to counter Russia’s heightened military 
provocations and annexation of Crimea. 

However, H.R. 1301 funds provisions I do 
not support, including $61.8 billion to the 
Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) 
fund, an account which is not subject to the 
budgetary caps imposed on all other discre-
tionary programs, and is used as a slush fund 
by the Pentagon. 

Unlike every other federal agency, the DOD 
has been unable to complete a financial audit 
to inform taxpayers how the biggest bureauc-
racy in the federal government spends their 
money. In fact, a shocking report released last 
December exposed $125 billion in administra-
tive waste that the Pentagon tried to bury from 
being viewed by the public. I refuse to support 
increased bureaucratic waste at the expense 
of American taxpayers. A more accountable 
and transparent department would ensure 
more taxpayer money is directed towards the 
needs of our troops and the benefits they de-
serve rather than buying unnecessary weapon 
systems, sustaining a Cold War era military 
force, and giving the President a blank check 
to fund wars Congress hasn’t authorized. 

Along with bloated defense spending, the 
bill prohibits the closing of Guantanamo Bay, 
which costs more than $100 million each year 
and has been used as a top recruiting tool by 
terrorists. Frankly, the prison at Guantanamo 
Bay has been a black eye for the United 
States. It has eroded relationships with our al-
lies, undermined U.S. missions abroad, and 
put U.S. citizens and our troops at risk of re-
taliation in places where the Geneva Conven-
tions are not followed. 

Congress can make responsible cuts to the 
DOD budget without jeopardizing the safety of 
our troops or undermining our national secu-
rity. 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
CAPTAIN DALE HARRIS, JAG 
CORPS, U.S. NAVY (RET) 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Captain Dale Harris, JAGC, USN (ret), 
who recently retired after 23 years of com-
bined active duty and reserve service to our 
nation with the United States Navy. 

Captain Harris was born in Two Harbors, 
Minnesota and raised in nearby Duluth. After 
graduating first in his class at East High 
School in 1985, he received a Bachelor’s of 
Mechanical Engineering degree from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in 1990. He subsequently 
earned his J.D. from Hamline University 
School of Law, cum laude, in 1993 and began 
his Navy career. 

Captain Harris served on active duty in the 
Navy JAG Corps from 1993–2000. He was an 
honors graduate of the Naval Justice School 
and winner of the school’s trial advocacy com-
petition. He spent three years assigned to 
Everett and Bremerton, Washington, serving 
stints both as a defense attorney and as a 
prosecutor, where he handled more than fifty 
courts-martial and forty administrative dis-
charge boards, quickly gaining notoriety as 
one of the Navy’s best young litigators. Cap-
tain Harris then worked as appellate defense 
counsel at the Navy-Marine Corps Appellate 
Review Activity in Washington, D.C. In that 
role, he filed briefs in over one hundred cases, 
and argued twenty-five cases before military 
appellate courts. Following his release from 
active duty in 2000, Captain Harris continued 
his military service in the Navy Reserve, in-
cluding distinguished tours as a judge on the 
Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals 
and as the Commanding Officer of the Navy 
and Marine Corps Appellate Review Activity 
support unit. Over the past 23 years, he 
earned a well-deserved reputation as one of 
the preeminent uniformed lawyers of his gen-
eration in the area of appellate litigation. For 
his outstanding service to our Nation, Captain 
Harris earned numerous personal awards, in-
cluding four Meritorious Service Medals, three 
Navy-Marine Corps Commendation Medals, 
and three Navy-Marine Corps Achievement 
Medals. 

Captain Harris returned home to North-
eastern Minnesota in 2000 and served the citi-
zens of Minnesota’s Eighth District as an attor-
ney in private practice and later as an Assist-
ant St. Louis County Attorney, where he han-
dled state and federal civil litigation, and pro-
vided counsel for the sheriff and Arrowhead 
Regional Corrections. He continued his appel-
late work by arguing cases at the Minnesota 
Court of Appeals, Minnesota Supreme Court, 
and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth 
Circuit. Since 2010, Captain Harris has served 
his community as a state District Court Judge 
chambered in Duluth, establishing himself as a 
fair-minded and extremely capable jurist. The 
integrity, work ethic and leadership skills that 
were the hallmark of his military career will 
continue to define his ongoing public service 
as a judge. 

I commend Captain Harris for his commit-
ment to our country and the sacrifices he and 
his family made on its behalf. On the occasion 
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of his retirement from the United States Navy, 
I thank him, his wife, and their four children for 
their honorable service to our nation and wish 
them fair winds and following seas as Captain 
Harris concludes this portion of his distin-
guished legal career. 

f 

HONORING THE REVEREND MI-
CHAEL L. COOPER-WHITE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I honor my 
constituent, the Reverend Michael L. Cooper- 
White, upon the occasion of his retirement as 
the 12th president of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg, and more than 40 
years of service to the Church. 

Rev. Cooper-White has served as President 
of the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Get-
tysburg since 2000, where he led efforts to: 
revise curriculum to strengthen an integrative 
approach to theological education; strengthen 
the seminary’s fiscal health; and forge the 
pathway of the forthcoming consolidation with 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Phila-
delphia to form the United Lutheran Seminary. 
Rev. Cooper-White also served in leadership 
positions with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, the Eastern Cluster of Lu-
theran Seminaries, the Washington Theo-
logical Consortium and myriad local boards. 
His ministry has spanned multiple continents 
and he’s served the Church as pastor, teach-
er, author and engaged citizen. 

Reverend Cooper-White’s dedication has 
touched the lives of countless people and 
challenged all with whom he served to be the 
best. His legacy of service is commendable. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late Reverend Michael L. Cooper-White upon 
his retirement after many years of service to 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettys-
burg and our community. 

f 

FIRST SPECIAL SERVICE FORCE 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on March 3, 2017, I was grateful to present 
a Congressional Gold Medal to Joseph Moore 
of Lexington, South Carolina for his service 
with the First Special Service Force, a U.S.— 
Canadian unit of volunteers, who initiated the 
liberation of Europe at Anzio, Italy, in January 
1944. 

During the presentation with his family, he 
presented me with an extraordinary prayer 
which was read by Eugene Gutierrez at the 
2015 Reunion of the First Special Service 
Force. The following prayer was found on the 
body of an American soldier killed in action on 
the beachhead at Anzio: 
Look God, I have never spoken to you. 
But now I want to say, ‘‘How do you do?’’ 
You see, God, they told me you didn’t exist. 
And like a fool, I believed all this. 

Last night from a shell hole, I saw your sky 
And figured then they had told me a lie. 
Had I taken time to see things you made, 
I’d have known they weren’t calling a spade 

a spade. 
I wonder, God, if you’d shake my hand? 
Somehow, I feel you will understand. 
Funny, I had to come to see your face. 
Well, I guess there isn’t much more to say. 
But, I’m sure glad, God, I met you today. 
I guess the zero hour will soon be here, 
But I’m not afraid since I know you are near. 
There’s the signal . . . I’ve got to go. 
I like you lots, I want you to know. 
Look now, this will be a horrible fight. 
Who knows, I may come to your house to-

night. 
Though I wasn’t friendly to you before, 
I wonder, God, if you’d wait at your door? 
Look, I’m crying . . . me, shedding tears. 
I wish I had known you these many years. 
Well, I have to go now, God, goodbye . . . 
Strange, since I met you, I’m not afraid to 

die. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 29TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MASSACRES AGAINST 
ARMENIANS IN SUMGAIT 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the twenty-ninth anniversary of the 
pogroms against people of Armenian descent 
in Sumgait, Azerbaijan. 

In late February of 1988 the Armenian peo-
ple of Nagomo Karabakh, more commonly 
known by its people and descendants as 
Artsakh, rose up in peaceful protest to de-
mand their right to self-determination. This 
courageous call for equality and human dignity 
was met with murderous riots beginning on 
February 27, 1988 which lasted for three days. 
Scores of Armenians were killed, hundreds 
were wounded, and thousands were forced to 
leave their homes and livelihoods behind. 

Undeterred by this oppression, the Arme-
nian community and its dedication to demo-
cratic self-determination sparked a movement 
that finally helped bring an end to the dictator-
ship of the Soviet Union. The courage dem-
onstrated by the people of Artsakh in demand-
ing their rights even after all of the adversity 
is admirable and should never be forgotten. 

Sadly however, authoritarian leaders in 
Azerbaijan continue to this day to aggravate 
efforts by the Organization for Security Co-op-
eration in Europe Minsk Group to achieve last-
ing peace in Artsakh and the surrounding re-
gion. On February 25, 2017, just a few days 
ago, the ceasefire along the line of contact 
was breached resulting in several casualties. 
This aggression is completely unacceptable 
and further hurts efforts to achieve a peaceful 
resolution to this conflict. 

On behalf of the thousands of Armenian 
Americans living in my congressional district I 
ask my colleagues to stand with the people of 
Artsakh in remembering the lives lost during 
this tragic conflict. May their memory serve as 
a reminder for each and every one of us to 
continue advocating for human rights and 
democratic freedoms around the world. 

THE KHOJALY TRAGEDY 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
on February 25 and 26, 1992, twenty-five 
years ago, the Armenian military forces occu-
pied the town of Khojaly and destroyed hun-
dreds of innocent lives. Those that weren’t 
killed were wounded or taken hostage while 
their city was under siege. 

Khojaly was recognized as occupied terri-
tory from 1988 until 1994 when a ceasefire 
was signed. The aggression and occupation 
by Armenian forces has been condemned by 
the United Nations Security Council. 

More than two decades have passed since 
those horrific events and little attention has 
been paid to those killed during the attacks 
and the struggles of displaced person. 

According to Human Rights Watch and 
other international observers the massacre 
was committed by Armenian troops, reportedly 
with the help of the former Soviet 366th Motor 
Rifle Regiment. Human Rights Watch de-
scribed the Khojaly Massacre as ‘‘the largest 
massacre to date in the conflict’’ over 
Nagorno-Karabakh. In a 1992 report, they 
stated that Armenian forces and the 366th 
‘‘deliberately disregarded this customary law 
restraint on attacks.’’ 

Every year, more and more organizations 
and countries recognize the terrible tragedy 
perpetrated against Azerbaijani citizens in 
Khojaly that night. Each year, we need to rec-
ognize that without constant reminders and 
vigilance, violence can be perpetrated against 
innocent people. We need to stand up and re-
member that it is the right of all people to co-
exist peacefully without fear of brutality. 

Azerbaijan has been a strong strategic part-
ner and friend of the United States. The trag-
edy of Khojaly was a war crime which cannot 
be ignored. 

Let’s stand with the people of Azerbaijan as 
they commemorate this tragedy and urge 
world leaders to help bring a peaceful solution 
to the occupation of these lands. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NACDS RXIMPACT 
DAY 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the Ninth Annual NACDS 
RxIMPACT Day on Capitol Hill. This is a spe-
cial day where we will have the chance to rec-
ognize pharmacy’s many contributions to the 
American healthcare system. 

Organized by the National Association of 
Chain Drug Stores (NACDS), this event will 
take place next week, on March 14–15, 2017. 
More than 400 individuals from the pharmacy 
community, including practicing pharmacists, 
pharmacy school faculty and students, state 
pharmacy association representatives and 
pharmacy company leaders, will visit us here 
on Capitol Hill. Advocates from 47 states will 
share their views with us about the importance 
of supporting their access agenda, legislative 
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priorities that will ensure that our constituents 
will continue to have access to more than 
40,000 community and neighborhood phar-
macies across the country and be better able 
to utilize pharmacists to improve healthcare 
quality while reducing the cost of care. 

Patients have always relied on their local 
pharmacist to meet their healthcare needs and 
we as policymakers know our local phar-
macists to be important community leaders. 
They are trusted, highly accessible healthcare 
providers deeply committed to providing high 
quality, convenient, and efficient healthcare 
services. A recent national survey showed that 
65 percent of the public view pharmacists as 
individuals who provide credible advice to re-
duce health costs and in 2016, pharmacists 
again ranked second in Gallup’s Honesty and 
Ethics survey. 

As demand for healthcare services con-
tinues to grow, pharmacists have expanded 
their role in healthcare delivery, partnering 
with physicians, nurses and other healthcare 
providers to meet their patients’ needs. Inno-
vative services provided by pharmacists do 
even more to improve overall patient health 
and wellness. 

Pharmacists are highly valued by those that 
rely on them most, those in rural and under-
served areas, as well as older Americans, and 
those struggling to manage chronic diseases. 
Pharmacy services improve patients’ quality of 
life as well as healthcare affordability. By help-
ing patients take their medications effectively 
and providing preventive services, pharmacists 
help avoid more costly forms of care. Phar-
macists also help patients identify strategies to 
save money, such as through better under-
standing of their pharmacy benefits, using ge-
neric medications, and obtaining 90-day sup-
plies of prescription drugs from local phar-
macies. Pharmacists are the nation’s most ac-
cessible healthcare providers. In many com-
munities, especially in rural areas, the local 
pharmacist is a patient’s most direct link to 
healthcare. In fact, 91 percent of Americans 
reside within five miles of a community phar-
macy. Utilizing their specialized education, 
pharmacists play a major role in medication 
therapy management, disease-state manage-
ment, immunizations, healthcare screenings, 
and other healthcare services designed to im-
prove patient health and reduce overall 
healthcare costs. Pharmacists are also ex-
panding their role into new models of care 
based on quality of services and outcomes, 
such as accountable care organizations 
(AC0s) and medical homes. 

The pharmacy advocates of NACDS 
RxIMPACT Day on Capitol Hill will be pro-
moting an access agenda. They know that we 
face difficult debates about the future of 
healthcare and the pharmacy community wish-
es to work with us to help in the effort to de-
velop comprehensive and consistent ap-
proaches to public policy that put pharmacy’s 
value to work for patients and payers. They 
understand well that the issues we are debat-
ing today are highly connected and vital to 
pharmacy, to all of healthcare, and to society 
as a whole. 

Specifically, advocates will be working to 
ensure that any changes to the Affordable 
Care Act do not jeopardize patient access to 
their local community retail pharmacy. They 
will also be seeking our support for H.R. 592, 
the Pharmacy and Medically Underserved 
Areas Enhancement Act, a bill I strongly sup-

port to allow Medicare Part B to utilize phar-
macists to their full capability by providing un-
derserved beneficiaries with services, subject 
to state scope of practice laws. Already in the 
115th Congress, H.R. 592 has 134 cospon-
sors and the companion bill in the Senate, S. 
109, has 32 cosponsors. Finally, they will be 
talking with us about ways to improve neigh-
borhood pharmacy access for TRICARE bene-
ficiaries and about bringing much-needed 
transparency and consistency to so-called DIR 
fees, the complicated fee structure imposed 
on pharmacies to participate in the Medicare 
Part D program. 

I believe Congress should look at every op-
portunity to make sure that pharmacists are al-
lowed to utilize their training to the fullest to 
provide the services that can improve care, in-
crease access and lower costs. In recognition 
of the Ninth Annual NACDS RxIMPACT Day 
on Capitol Hill, I would like to congratulate 
pharmacy leaders, pharmacists, students, and 
the entire pharmacy community represented 
by NACDS, for their contributions to the health 
and wellness of the American people. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF REPRESENTATIVE ENI 
FALEOMAVAEGA 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of Representative 
Eni Faleomavaega. He passed away on Feb-
ruary 22, 2017 in his home at age 73. Rep-
resentative Faleomavaega was American Sa-
moa’s lieutenant governor from 1985 through 
1989, and congressional delegate from 1989 
through 2014. 

Mr. Faleomavaega was born in Vailoatai Vil-
lage, American Samoa in 1943, and graduated 
from Brigham Young University. He later 
earned his Juris Doctor and Master of Law de-
grees at the University of Houston Law Center 
and the UC-Berkeley, respectively. He served 
in the United States Army from 1966 through 
1969, and fought in the Vietnam War. 

In 1973, Mr. Faleomavaega started his life 
in public service by working as an administra-
tive assistant to American Samoa’s first rep-
resentative, A.U. Fuimaono. Following a six- 
year stint as staff counsel for the House Com-
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs beginning 
in 1975, he became attorney general of Amer-
ican Samoa in 1981. 

During his time in the House of Representa-
tives, he helped improve the lives of his con-
stituents, directing essential funding to help 
the development of schools, infrastructure, 
and health care in American Samoa. Mr. 
Faleomavaega was a founding member of the 
Asian Pacific American Caucus in 1994, and 
was a tireless advocate on behalf of the wider 
Asian American and Pacific Islander Commu-
nity. He served thirteen terms, and was a 
proud member of both the House Natural Re-
sources Committee and the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, where he was a ranking 
member of the Subcommittee on Asia. 

He is survived by his wife, five children and 
10 grandchildren. Upon his passing, Mr. 
Faleomavaega’s wife expressed gratitude for 
the trust placed in him for so many years by 
the people of American Samoa. I am honored 

to recognize Representative Eni 
Faleomavaega for his work as a public serv-
ant. We are all better off due to his life of 
service. He is dearly missed by his friends and 
colleagues. 

f 

COMMUNITY PHARMACIES 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, last month 
Congressman WELCH and I introduced legisla-
tion H.R. 1038, Improving Transparency and 
Accuracy in Medicare Part D Spending Act. 
The legislation would help ensure that small 
business pharmacies get reimbursed at the 
rate they agreed to when they signed the re-
imbursement contract with the pharmacy ben-
efit manager (PBMs). 

Our bill would prohibit the PBMs/health 
plans from retroactively reducing pharmacy re-
imbursement that has already been contrac-
tually agreed to. If you fill up your gas tank 
when the price is $2.09 per gallon and the 
price later goes up to $2.15, you won’t receive 
a bill demanding payment for the extra six 
cents per gallon. The same principle should 
apply to our community pharmacists. They de-
serve to be reimbursed based on the price of 
drugs when they are dispensed, not when 
they are charged. The fact that the PBMs can 
even do this points to the need for action on 
this bill and the need for broader Congres-
sional scrutiny of large PBMs. 

Most Americans don’t know who the large 
PBMs are and what they do—three large 
PBMs control roughly 78 percent of the market 
and manage pharmacy benefits for more than 
180 million Americans. PBMs not only manage 
benefits for insurance companies and employ-
ers, they also own their own pharmacies 
whether that is mail order, specialty or retail. 

Unfortunately small pharmacies in South-
west Virginia and Vermont have dealt with di-
rect and indirect remuneration (DIR) fees for 
the last few years and the fees are only get-
ting worse. The inability of small business 
community pharmacy owners to plan in ad-
vance for these retroactive fees is truly threat-
ening their ability to operate. 

Additionally these fees push patients into 
the donut hole faster than they would other-
wise, a fact that CMS has stated. CMS has 
also stated these fees are increasing costs to 
the government, especially in the catastrophic 
phase of the Part D program. Virtually all cata-
strophic costs in Part D are borne by the gov-
ernment, and they have increased dramatically 
in recent years—from $10 billion in 2010 to 
$33 billion in 2015—fueled by pharmacy DIR 
fees. These PBMs have an extremely robust 
business relationship with the Federal Govern-
ment in Part D, FEHB and DOD TRICARE so 
it certainly seems possible that the Federal 
Government could be paying more for pre-
scription drugs than it should be. 

Our bill was introduced with 15 original co-
sponsors and we hope that it will see action 
in the 115th Congress. Prohibiting retroactive 
fees like this would help CMS have a better 
ability to understand all the prescription drug 
spending that is occurring in Medicare Part D. 
Additionally, Senators SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
(R–WV) and JON TESTER (D–MT) introduced 
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identical legislation on the Senate side which seeks to attain the same goals. We very much 

appreciate their leadership on this issue. 
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