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House of Representatives 
The House met at 4:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEBSTER of Florida). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 15, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DANIEL 
WEBSTER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of the universe, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

We ask Your blessing upon our Na-
tion. Bless the work of the Members of 
the people’s House. May they toil dili-
gently to bring about solutions to the 
pressing issues of these times. 

Bless all the men and women across 
our country, especially those who work 
in service to others: police; fire-
fighters; healthcare providers; teach-
ers; those who work in local, State, and 
national government; and those men 
and women serving in our Armed 
Forces. 

During contentious days, may Your 
spirit of peace and comity descend 
upon all engaged, that the truth might 
be revealed and justice and good gov-
ernment for all be preserved. 

May all that is done be for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DUNN) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. DUNN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

HONORING GEORGE COCHRAN 

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor George ‘‘Boogie’’ Cochran, Jr., 
who passed away peacefully at the age 
of 89 on March 1. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Cochran lived a 
life in full, one of family and of service. 

As a 17-year-old Leon High School 
student, he enlisted in the Navy in 
1944. He served bravely aboard Navy de-
stroyers in the Pacific campaigns. He 
participated in America’s nuclear 
weapons testing after the war, and in 
the action surrounding the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis. 

In 1963, in recognition of his dedi-
cated and courageous service in the 
Navy, Chief Cochran was awarded the 
first annual Commander Ernest Evans 
Memorial Award aboard the USS John-
ston. 

He loved his family, his country, and 
his community. He represents the best 
of America. 

Boogie, you will be missed by many, 
and may you rest in peace. 

f 

OPPOSING THE AMERICAN HEALTH 
CARE ACT 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, my con-
stituents have been calling all week-
end. They do not support the Repub-
lican health care bill, TrumpCare. 

Over the weekend, we received 750 
calls or emails. Ninety-three percent of 
those have contacted me to say that 
they are against TrumpCare, and here 
is why: 

Higher costs for less care; $2,400 an-
nually for an average American family. 

Millions kicked off health care. The 
Congressional Budget Office says 24 
million. Some might say they are way 
off. So maybe it is 20 million. Maybe it 
is 30 million. Lots of Americans lose 
health care as a result of this plan. 

An age tax. If you are age 50 to 65, 
fasten your seat belts; $6,971 in in-
creased costs for lesser health care. 

And huge, huge tax breaks for mil-
lionaires. The 400 richest Americans 
would get an average $7 million tax 
break. 

This is not the right direction for 
this country. It is not the right direc-
tion for health care. We should reject 
it. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SHELBY TOWNSHIP, 
MICHIGAN, POLICE OFFICERS 

(Mr. MITCHELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight an act of bravery 
from police officers in an incident oc-
curring just miles from my district of-
fice in Shelby Township, Michigan. 
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In mid-February, Sergeant Troy 

Titchenell and Officer Paul Fox re-
sponded to a call that a boy had fallen 
through the ice on Iroquois Lake. Ser-
geant Titchenell, without concern for 
himself, first on the scene, imme-
diately got a life ring from a local resi-
dent and walked onto the ice. Officer 
Fox then arrived and walked onto the 
ice to take the rope attached to the life 
ring. 

While towing the young man to safe-
ty, the ice broke and Sergeant 
Titchenell was submerged in the water 
up to his chest. With Officer Fox pull-
ing on the rope and Sergeant 
Titchenell supporting the boy in the 
water, both were able to rescue the 
young man. I believe they saved a life 
that day. 

This incident exemplifies the risks 
police officers will take to protect all 
of us. Their daily acts of bravery must 
be recognized. I am proud to highlight 
the actions of these courageous offi-
cers, and I am grateful to recognize 
their service to our community. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE GREAT 
LAKES RESTORATION INITIATIVE 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in defense of one of our most 
magnificent natural wonders: the 
Great Lakes. They contain a fifth of 
the world’s freshwater and are vitally 
important to the economy and the 
quality of life in my district. 

The Great Lakes Restoration Initia-
tive, which has received strong support 
from both sides of the aisle, works to 
clean up the Great Lakes, control 
invasive species, restore habitats, and 
reduce runoff. Yet we have heard that 
President Trump may virtually elimi-
nate this critical program with an eye- 
popping irresponsible 97 percent cut to 
the budget; $300 million in funding 
would be reduced to just $10 million. 

At the same time, his administration 
may gut EPA funds for climate science, 
clean air, and safe water. 

Let me be clear. I am adamantly op-
posed to these cuts and will do every-
thing in my power to stop them. 

Tomorrow, on Great Lakes Day, the 
President is expected to release a budg-
et proposal. I urge him to include ro-
bust funding for the Great Lakes Res-
toration Initiative and the EPA pro-
grams and ensure we pass on a sustain-
able, healthy planet to our children. 

f 

IMPROVE THE AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Original Pizza in Broomfield, Colorado, 
has been in business since the 1990s. 
Now they are being sued. 

The plaintiff claims they do not have 
ADA-accessible parking signage or 
proper insulation wrapped around the 
pipes under the restroom sink. 

The claims waged against Original 
Pizza are mostly false. The sink is 
compliant, and the parking issue could 
be fixed with a better sign and a bit of 
paint. Not to mention, Original Pizza 
was never notified of the alleged viola-
tions by the plaintiff. 

Now the plaintiff is demanding 
money to pay or a lawsuit will be filed. 
The same plaintiff has filed over 70 
other lawsuits against businesses for 
alleged ADA violations. 

Plaintiffs and attorneys hope compa-
nies will decide to settle rather than 
face an expensive court trial. 

The ADA Education and Reform Act 
will require giving businesses notice 
and time to fix the alleged infraction 
before the lawsuit is filed. Notice and 
cure are a fair way to handle ADA vio-
lations. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

CELEBRATING ADMIRAL LLOYD 
‘‘JOE’’ VASEY’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to send my warmest aloha to Ad-
miral Lloyd ‘‘Joe’’ Vasey on his be-
lated 100th birthday celebration to-
night in Honolulu. 

After graduating from the United 
States Naval Academy in 1939, Admiral 
Vasey joined the submarine service and 
served under John S. McCain, Jr., fa-
ther of United States Senator JOHN 
MCCAIN. 

After the war and a long and distin-
guished service to our Nation, Admiral 
Vasey formed the CSIS Pacific Forum, 
with the goal of promoting peace in 
Asia Pacific. He is why we call the men 
and women of his time the Greatest 
Generation. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the admiral by working to 
help make his dream of a Pacific War 
Memorial at Pearl Harbor a reality. 

In his words: ‘‘There is no recogni-
tion for well over 150,000 brave Ameri-
cans who were lost in the Pacific War. 
We need to honor them, and their fami-
lies need a place to mourn.’’ 

Admiral Vasey’s patriotism, devotion 
to duty, and desire for peace should be 
an example for us all. 

Happy birthday, Admiral Vasey, and 
may you continue to have fair winds 
and following seas. 

f 

DENNIS COUNIHAN SELECTED AS 
SAVANNAH’S ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
PARADE GRAND MARSHAL 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Mr. 
Dennis Counihan for being named 

grand marshal of Savannah’s 2017 St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. The annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in Savannah has 
been a beloved local tradition and an 
important family affair since its begin-
ning in 1824. 

Welcoming visitors from all over the 
world to celebrate its Irish heritage, 
Savannah astonishingly hosts the third 
largest St. Patrick’s Day Parade in the 
world and the second largest in the 
United States. As such, the position of 
grand marshal is not to be taken light-
ly. This year there were a record-set-
ting six nominees vying for the posi-
tion, but Mr. Counihan rose above the 
rest due to his experience and dedica-
tion to Savannah. 

Mr. Counihan’s love for his commu-
nity is emphasized through his work 
with the Hollander Senior Living com-
pany, where he purchases old real es-
tate to be redesigned as nursing homes. 

It seems as if Mr. Counihan was des-
tined to be grand marshal, considering 
his family’s role in the parade over the 
years. His brother Brian is currently 
the parade chairman, and his father, 
Michael, served as the parade’s grand 
marshal in 1988. 

Mr. Counihan has been on the parade 
committee since 1980. He certainly 
knows the dedicated effort that goes 
into making this event special and suc-
cessful. 

Congratulations, Mr. Counihan, on 
this great honor. I look forward to see-
ing the new additions you will bring to 
the parade. 

f 

INVESTING IN AMERICA’S 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to advocate for a national infra-
structure plan. 

I represent the central coast of Cali-
fornia, and this winter we got rain. We 
got a lot of rain. So much so that it 
caused millions in damage to the area, 
including the closure of the famous 
Highway 1 in Big Sur, with major 
mudslides in the south and the loss of 
the 315-foot Pfeiffer Canyon Bridge in 
Big Sur. 

That damage has left 450 people iso-
lated: kids can’t get to school; families 
are separated; and employers and em-
ployees are suffering, including the loss 
of $8 million in 1 month in the off-sea-
son. 

But the effects of that damage extend 
beyond Big Sur to the surrounding 
towns, counties, and, actually, the en-
tire State of California. People from all 
over the world come to Big Sur. They 
drive down from San Francisco. They 
drive up from Los Angeles. They pa-
tronize towns all along their way to 
Big Sur. 

We understand why. It is the most 
beautiful place in the world. It is my 
home. And we want it to be open to all 
of you. 
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It is time that the Congress and our 

President help Americans by investing 
in our American infrastructure. 

f 

b 1645 

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
MAINTAINING DACA 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to stress the importance of 
maintaining Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, commonly known as 
DACA. 

DACA recipients were brought here 
to the United States as children, and in 
most cases America is the only home 
they have ever known. They want to 
contribute to our economy, to our soci-
ety, and our country; and they will, un-
less we are foolish enough to stop 
them. 

Taking any step against DACA would 
not only hurt DACA recipients, it 
would hurt the United States. Let’s 
protect these promising youth and 
keep this program intact while we 
work out a humane path to citizenship. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote incurs objection under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

ARBUCKLE PROJECT MAINTE-
NANCE COMPLEX AND DISTRICT 
OFFICE CONVEYANCE ACT OF 
2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When 
the House adjourned on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2017, there was a pending mo-
tion by the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. WEBSTER) to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 132) to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to convey cer-
tain land and appurtenances of the Ar-
buckle Project, Oklahoma, to the Ar-
buckle Master Conservancy District, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Florida (Mr. WEBSTER) 
has 16 minutes remaining, and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUFFMAN) 
has 19 minutes remaining. 

Without objection, the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. BROWN) will con-
trol the time of the gentleman from 
California. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida. 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the 

gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) 
be allowed to manage the remainder of 
the time for the majority. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 132, sponsored by Congressman TOM 

COLE of Oklahoma, conveys two buildings and 
two acres of land of the federal Arbuckle 
Project to the Arbuckle Master Conservancy 
District in Oklahoma. The district has operated 
and maintained the project for decades, and 
completed repayment of its capital costs for 
the project in 2012. 

While non-controversial, legislation is nec-
essary in order to facilitate this and other Bu-
reau of Reclamation title transfers. Under cur-
rent law, these buildings and land remain in 
federal ownership until legislation is enacted to 
transfer the title to the District. Mr. COLE’s bill 
achieves this objective. 

This title transfer is a win-win for the District 
and the federal government. The District will 
no longer be subject to certain federal paper-
work requirements and the federal government 
will be relieved of all future liability and finan-
cial responsibilities associated with these fa-
cilities and land. 

I urge adoption of the measure, which over-
whelmingly passed the House on a bipartisan 
basis in the last Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 132 would allow a 
title transfer of two Federal buildings 
to the Arbuckle Master Conservancy 
District in south central Oklahoma. 
These buildings are part of the Ar-
buckle Project, which is a water 
project authorized by Congress in 1962 
to provide flood control, recreational 
opportunities, and municipal water 
supply. 

Nearly all of the facilities within the 
Arbuckle Project were already trans-
ferred to the Arbuckle Master Conser-
vancy District in 2012 after the district 
finished repaying what it owed the 
Federal Government for construction. 
However, due to some overly narrow 
language in the legislation authorizing 
the Arbuckle Project, two buildings 
within the project have yet to be trans-
ferred. 

Transferring the two remaining 
buildings will save taxpayer money 
that would otherwise be needed to op-
erate and maintain the buildings and 
will also relieve the Federal Govern-
ment of any potential future liability 
associated with the buildings. This is 
straightforward legislation that should 
be quickly passed. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WEBSTER of Florida). The question is 
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WEBSTER) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 132. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

APPROVING THE LOCATION OF A 
MEMORIAL TO COMMEMORATE 
AND HONOR THE MEMBERS OF 
THE ARMED FORCES WHO 
SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY IN 
SUPPORT OF OPERATION 
DESERT STORM OR OPERATION 
DESERT SHIELD 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the joint resolution 
(S.J. Res. 1) approving the location of a 
memorial to commemorate and honor 
the members of the Armed Forces who 
served on active duty in support of Op-
eration Desert Storm or Operation 
Desert Shield, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the joint resolution is as 

follows: 
S.J. RES. 1 

Whereas section 8908(b)(1) of title 40, 
United States Code, provides that the loca-
tion of a commemorative work in Area I, as 
depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Commemora-
tive Areas Washington, DC and Environs’’, 
numbered 869/86501 B, and dated June 24, 2003, 
shall be deemed to be authorized only if a 
recommendation for the location is approved 
by law not later than 150 calendar days after 
the date on which Congress is notified of the 
recommendation; 

Whereas section 3093 of the Carl Levin and 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (40 
U.S.C. 8903 note; Public Law 113–291) author-
ized the National Desert Storm Memorial 
Association to establish a memorial on Fed-
eral land in the District of Columbia, to 
honor the members of the Armed Forces who 
served on active duty in support of Operation 
Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield; 
and 

Whereas the Secretary of the Interior has 
notified Congress of the determination of the 
Secretary of the Interior that the memorial 
should be located in Area I: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the location of a 
commemorative work to commemorate and 
honor the members of the Armed Forces who 
served on active duty in support of Operation 
Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield au-
thorized by section 3093 of the Carl Levin and 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (40 
U.S.C. 8903 note; Public Law 113–291), within 
Area I, as depicted on the map entitled 
‘‘Commemorative Areas Washington, DC and 
Environs’’, numbered 869/86501 B, and dated 
June 24, 2003, is approved. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:05 Mar 16, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15MR7.005 H15MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2064 March 15, 2017 
The joint resolution was ordered to 

be read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF 
THE INTERIOR TO AMEND THE 
DEFINITE PLAN REPORT FOR 
THE SEEDSKADEE PROJECT 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 648) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to amend the Definite Plan 
Report for the Seedskadee Project to 
enable the use of the active capacity of 
the Fontenelle Reservoir. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 648 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. AUTHORITY TO MAKE ENTIRE ACTIVE 

CAPACITY OF FONTENELLE RES-
ERVOIR AVAILABLE FOR USE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior, in cooperation with the State of Wyo-
ming, may amend the Definite Plan Report 
for the Seedskadee Project authorized under 
the first section of the Act of April 11, 1956 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Colorado River 
Storage Project Act’’ (43 U.S.C. 620)) to pro-
vide for the study, design, planning, and con-
struction activities that will enable the use 
of all active storage capacity (as may be de-
fined or limited by legal, hydrologic, struc-
tural, engineering, economic, and environ-
mental considerations) of Fontenelle Dam 
and Reservoir, including the placement of 
sufficient riprap on the upstream face of 
Fontenelle Dam to allow the active storage 
capacity of Fontenelle Reservoir to be used 
for those purposes for which the Seedskadee 
Project was authorized. 

(b) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Inte-

rior may enter into any contract, grant, co-
operative agreement, or other agreement 
that is necessary to carry out subsection (a). 

(2) STATE OF WYOMING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-

terior shall enter into a cooperative agree-
ment with the State of Wyoming to work in 
cooperation and collaboratively with the 
State of Wyoming for planning, design, re-
lated preconstruction activities, and con-
struction of any modification of the 
Fontenelle Dam under subsection (a). 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—The cooperative 
agreement under subparagraph (A) shall, at a 
minimum, specify the responsibilities of the 
Secretary of the Interior and the State of 
Wyoming with respect to— 

(i) completing the planning and final de-
sign of the modification of the Fontenelle 
Dam under subsection (a); 

(ii) any environmental and cultural re-
source compliance activities required for the 
modification of the Fontenelle Dam under 
subsection (a) including compliance with— 

(I) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); 

(II) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); and 

(III) subdivision 2 of division A of subtitle 
III of title 54, United States Code; and 

(iii) the construction of the modification of 
the Fontenelle Dam under subsection (a). 

(c) FUNDING BY STATE OF WYOMING.—Pursu-
ant to the Act of March 4, 1921 (41 Stat. 1404, 
chapter 161; 43 U.S.C. 395), and as a condition 
of providing any additional storage under 
subsection (a), the State of Wyoming shall 
provide to the Secretary of the Interior 

funds for any work carried out under sub-
section (a). 

(d) OTHER CONTRACTING AUTHORITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Inte-

rior may enter into contracts with the State 
of Wyoming, on such terms and conditions as 
the Secretary of the Interior and the State 
of Wyoming may agree, for division of any 
additional active capacity made available 
under subsection (a). 

(2) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—Unless other-
wise agreed to by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior and the State of Wyoming, a contract 
entered into under paragraph (1) shall be 
subject to the terms and conditions of Bu-
reau of Reclamation Contract No. 14–06–400– 
2474 and Bureau of Reclamation Contract No. 
14–06–400–6193. 
SEC. 2. SAVINGS PROVISIONS. 

Unless expressly provided in this Act, 
nothing in this Act modifies, conflicts with, 
preempts, or otherwise affects— 

(1) the Act of December 31, 1928 (43 U.S.C. 
617 et seq.) (commonly known as the ‘‘Boul-
der Canyon Project Act’’); 

(2) the Colorado River Compact of 1922, as 
approved by the Presidential Proclamation 
of June 25, 1929 (46 Stat. 3000); 

(3) the Act of July 19, 1940 (43 U.S.C. 618 et 
seq.) (commonly known as the ‘‘Boulder Can-
yon Project Adjustment Act’’); 

(4) the Treaty between the United States of 
America and Mexico relating to the utiliza-
tion of waters of the Colorado and Tijuana 
Rivers and of the Rio Grande, and supple-
mentary protocol signed November 14, 1944, 
signed at Washington February 3, 1944 (59 
Stat. 1219); 

(5) the Upper Colorado River Basin Com-
pact as consented to by the Act of April 6, 
1949 (63 Stat. 31); 

(6) the Act of April 11, 1956 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Colorado River Storage 
Project Act’’) (43 U.S.C. 620 et seq.); 

(7) the Colorado River Basin Project Act 
(Public Law 90–537; 82 Stat. 885); or 

(8) any State of Wyoming or other State 
water law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. BROWN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous materials on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 648, sponsored by 

the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Ms. 
CHENEY), allows the State of Wyoming 
to increase the active storage capacity 
for the Fontenelle Dam and Reservoir 
located in southwest Wyoming. The 
bill allows the State to enter into 
agreements with the Federal Govern-
ment to study, design, plan, and per-
form construction activities to accom-
plish this goal. Wyoming will pay for 
any and all costs associated with these 
activities. 

This bill, which passed the House 
without objection in the last Congress 

when it was sponsored by our former 
colleague Cynthia Lummis, simply em-
powers Wyoming to better utilize its 
Colorado River water allocation 
through improved water storage at no 
cost to the Federal Government. I urge 
my colleagues to support this common-
sense bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 648 would increase 
the amount of water that can be stored 
in the Fontenelle Reservoir in Lincoln 
County, Wyoming, by allowing the ac-
tive storage capacity of the reservoir 
to be used. This bill has been written in 
a balanced manner that respects exist-
ing laws, compacts, and treaties, and 
does not attempt to expand Wyoming’s 
entitlement to Colorado River supplies 
at the expense of other Colorado River 
Basin States. 

H.R. 648 is a straightforward, non-
controversial piece of legislation that 
is identical to a bill that was unani-
mously passed by the Committee on 
Natural Resources last Congress. I sup-
port H.R. 648 and urge its adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from Wyoming (Ms. CHE-
NEY). 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague from Colorado and my 
colleague from Maryland for their sup-
port of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I introduced H.R. 648 so 
that we could begin the work necessary 
to increase the active storage capacity 
of the Fontenelle Reservoir. As a head-
water State, Wyoming takes care of its 
water, and we know that water is our 
most important natural resource. 
Water uses currently at this dam span 
the gamut from irrigation, domestic, 
industrial, municipal, fish and wildlife, 
and recreation. Power generation is a 
secondary purpose at the dam, and cur-
rent uses also include industrial capac-
ity for our trona miners, fertilizer pro-
ducers, and fulfillment of a range of en-
ergy needs. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill would simply 
authorize the Bureau of Reclamation 
to enter into a cooperative agreement 
with the State of Wyoming so that we 
could begin the process to study, de-
sign, and construct increased capacity 
for the reservoir. This is a process, Mr. 
Speaker, that has been held up pre-
viously by onerous NEPA require-
ments, and we need to move quickly so 
that we can begin to increase this ca-
pacity. 

Currently the reservoir has 265,000 
acre-feet to accommodate water as ac-
tive capacity. This legislation would 
potentially add an additional 80,000 
acre-feet of existing reservoir space. 
This bill would provide an affordable 
and efficient way to add more usable 
storage in the Colorado River Basin 
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and would accomplish these goals with-
out contemplating the construction of 
a new dam. The bill has the support of 
the Wyoming Water Development Of-
fice and the Wyoming Water Develop-
ment Commission, which develops our 
State’s water resources for conserva-
tion, storage, distribution, recreation, 
and other public interests. Our Gov-
ernor Matt Mead included this concept 
in the 2015 Wyoming water strategy. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will empower 
Wyoming to better utilize our water al-
location and improve our water stor-
age, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no additional speakers, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 648. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK ACT 
OF 2017 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 267) to redesignate the Martin 
Luther King, Junior, National Historic 
Site in the State of Georgia, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 267 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. National Historical Park Act 
of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NATIONAL 

HISTORICAL PARK. 
The Act entitled ‘‘An Act to establish the 

Martin Luther King, Junior, National His-
toric Site in the State of Georgia, and for 
other purposes’’ (Public Law 96–428) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a) of the first section, by 
striking ‘‘the map entitled ‘Martin Luther 
King, Junior, National Historic Site Bound-
ary Map’, number 489/80,013B, and dated Sep-
tember 1992’’ and inserting ‘‘the map entitled 
‘Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical 
Park Proposed Boundary Revision’, num-
bered 489/128,786 and dated June 2015’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jun-
ior, National Historic Site’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr. 
National Historical Park’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘national historic site’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘national 
historical park’’; and 

(4) by striking ‘‘historic site’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘historical park’’. 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law (other than this 
Act), map, regulation, document, paper, or 
other record of the United States to ‘‘Martin 
Luther King, Junior, National Historic Site’’ 
shall be deemed to be a reference to ‘‘Martin 
Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. BROWN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous materials on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 267, introduced by 

Congressman JOHN LEWIS, redesignates 
the Martin Luther King, Junior, Na-
tional Historic Site in the State of 
Georgia as the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
National Historical Park. It also au-
thorizes the National Park Service to 
include the Prince Hall Masonic Tem-
ple in the historical park’s boundaries. 

The Prince Hall Masonic Temple long 
served as the headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. This well-known civil rights 
organization was cofounded by Dr. 
King, who also served as its first presi-
dent. Including the Prince Hall Ma-
sonic Temple within the unit’s bound-
aries will allow the National Park 
Service to provide technical assistance 
to the building’s owners with regard to 
repairs, renovations, and maintenance 
that will preserve its historic integ-
rity. 

Our Nation’s historic sites and his-
torical parks provide us with the 
unique opportunity to share the very 
spaces in which the generations before 
us lived and worked. At these sites, 
Americans are able to metaphorically 
walk in the footsteps of our Nation’s 
Founders and of those who followed 
them and perfected their vision for our 
country. At this time of division in our 
country, it is important to be able to 
look back at leaders like Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., who promoted unity and 
the dignity of the human person. 

Congressman LEWIS’ bill before the 
House today will expand opportunities 
for Americans to learn about the leg-
acy of Dr. King and other icons of the 
civil rights movement. I urge adoption 
of this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

H.R. 267 is an important and histori-
cally significant piece of legislation 

that has broad bipartisan support. In 
fact, it passed the House on a voice 
vote just over a year ago. The bill ac-
complishes two primary goals: to des-
ignate the Martin Luther King, Junior, 
National Historic Site in Atlanta, 
Georgia, as a national historical park; 
and to adjust the boundary of the park 
to include the Prince Hall Masonic 
Temple, the first headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. Taken together, these actions 
will enhance the National Park Serv-
ice’s ability to tell and elevate the 
story of Dr. King. 

The site, which is the final resting 
place of the great civil rights leader, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., continues 
to connect visitors with the historical 
and contemporary struggles for civil 
rights in this country. 

b 1700 

These stories are as relevant today as 
they were half a century ago. By offi-
cially designating the area as a na-
tional historical park, this legislation 
will provide the site with the acknowl-
edgement it so justly deserves. 

Lastly, I want to thank Congressman 
LEWIS, who remains an important and 
iconic civil rights leader, for bringing 
this important bill forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
additional speakers, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. LEWIS), my esteemed colleague. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the gentleman from Colorado 
and the gentleman from Maryland for 
supporting this legislation. 

I am a proud sponsor of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. National Historical 
Park Act. 

First, let me thank each and every 
member and the staff from the Natural 
Resources Committee for their hard 
work and support of this act. 

Mr. Speaker, this nonpartisan bill 
will simply change these historic At-
lanta places from being a site to a 
park. At no additional cost to tax-
payers, this bill will create the first na-
tional historic park in the State of 
Georgia. This small change will signifi-
cantly improve the way the National 
Park Service preserves, shares, and 
presents the history of the Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., site or park. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was our 
moral compass. He represented the best 
of America. His mission was to create 
the beloved community, a community 
at peace with itself and our neighbors. 
Throughout his life, Dr. King urged 
each and every one of us to recognize 
the dignity and worth of every human 
being. 

Passing this simple piece of legisla-
tion will improve how this important 
history and legacy is shared with visi-
tors from across our country and from 
around the world. 
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Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 

thank the chair and ranking member 
for their support of this legislation. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I continue 
to reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Mary-
land for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in proud 
support, and I join my colleague, Con-
gressman LEWIS, in supporting H.R. 267 
and its efforts to redesignate the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. National Historic 
Site as the Martin Luther King, Jr. Na-
tional Historical Park. 

For decades, large numbers of people 
have descended on this site to see the 
birthplace where the dreamer was 
moved by destiny into leadership of the 
modern civil rights movement. The 
site as it stands now, which also con-
tains the historic Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, has faced hardships over the 
years leading to budget cutbacks and a 
decrease in staff. 

H.R. 267 would increase funding that 
would help preserve this American 
landmark and increase the size of the 
park so that future generations can 
continue to visit and enjoy. 

Just like Dr. King never led a march 
without a plan, we shouldn’t leave this 
critical piece of the civil rights move-
ment without a plan for its future. We 
should continue to work to preserve 
the place where Dr. King was born, 
lived, worked, worshipped, and where 
he is buried. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand in strong support of 
H.R. 267, the Martin Luther King, Jr. National 
Historical Park Act of 2017. 

The time has come to update the historic 
sites and monuments at the Martin Luther 
King, Jr., National Historic Site. This common 
sense legislation seeks to end the current re-
strictions that prevent the site from adopting 
the proposed ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr. National 
Historical Park Proposed Boundary Revision’’ 
and reclassifying the landmark more appro-
priately as a ‘‘National Park.’’ 

Originally, this site established in 1980, en-
compassed the portions of Auburn Avenue in 
Atlanta, Georgia, the house in which Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. was born, and the Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church where Dr. King’s family 
prayed. Public Law 96–428 memorialized 
these buildings with the intent to ‘‘protect and 
interpret for the benefit, inspiration and edu-
cation of present and future generations the 
places where Martin Luther King, Jr. was born, 
where he lived, worked, and worshipped, and 
where he is buried.’’ 

Unfortunately, the MLK National Historic 
Site remains classified as a ‘‘National Site.’’ 
The National Park Service defines areas with 
similar geography and size as national parks. 
The title ‘‘National Site’’ no longer fits with the 
current structure of this historic landmark. The 
current boundaries of site limit the National 
Park Service’s ability to conserve important 
landmarks in Atlanta. The provisions outlined 
in this bill will allow the site to expand and in 
turn preserve the history of Dr. King’s life for 
thousands of Americans to personally experi-
ence and ensure our nation never forgets his 

dream. An extension of the current boundaries 
of the site would help greater serve the mis-
sion of the site. 

Dr. King altered the course of American his-
tory. Our nation’s citizens owe a debt to the 
sacrifices and tireless crusade led by this 
great man. Dr. King encouraged love and em-
pathy for in the hearts of countless Americans. 
His contribution to humanity has been price-
less. 

We must never forget the sacrifices made 
by the heroes of the Civil Rights Movement. I 
stand with my esteemed colleague and civil 
rights champion, Congressman JOHN LEWIS, 
who proposed this legislation. I strongly urge 
my colleagues to support this resolution. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no additional speakers. I 
again urge adoption of this important 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I take great pleasure that we may come to the 
floor today to celebrate and recognize the re-
markable legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
King is characterized by modeling his life after 
Jesus Christ in order to live a life dedicated to 
the service of others, whether that be preach-
ing the Gospel to his congregation at Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church, or to the pursuit of jus-
tice and equality. 

Mr. Speaker, my home state of Georgia has 
the great honor of preserving King’s legacy at 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic 
Site. And today we have the opportunity under 
the leadership of my friend and fellow Geor-
gian, JOHN LEWIS, to pass H.R. 267, the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park 
Act, to re-designate the site as a National His-
toric Park. 

I strongly believe that this site meets and 
exceeds the requirements for re-designation 
as a National Historic Park and fully support 
my friend in his effort. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to 
thank Congressman LEWIS for leading this leg-
islation. As a cosponsor of this bill, a member 
of the Committee on Natural Resources, and 
as a fellow Georgian, I offer my strongest sup-
port and encourage my colleagues to vote in 
favor of H.R. 267. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 267, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 15, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
March 15, 2017, at 5:42 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1362. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 132, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 648, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 267, de novo. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

ARBUCKLE PROJECT MAINTE-
NANCE COMPLEX AND DISTRICT 
OFFICE CONVEYANCE ACT OF 
2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 132), to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey certain 
land and appurtenances of the Ar-
buckle Project, Oklahoma, to the Ar-
buckle Master Conservancy District, 
and for other purposes, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. WEB-
STER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 407, nays 1, 
not voting 21, as follows: 
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[Roll No. 159] 

YEAS—407 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 

DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Esty 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Himes 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 

Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Pearce 

Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 

Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 

Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NAYS—1 

Amash 

NOT VOTING—21 

Blackburn 
Brown (MD) 
Cicilline 
Collins (NY) 
Davis, Danny 
DesJarlais 
Fudge 
Higgins (NY) 

Kelly (PA) 
Loebsack 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Marino 
McCaul 
Payne 
Rohrabacher 

Rush 
Russell 
Slaughter 
Titus 
Trott 
Welch 

b 1857 

Mr. NOLAN changed his vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF 
THE INTERIOR TO AMEND THE 
DEFINITE PLAN REPORT FOR 
THE SEEDSKADEE PROJECT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 648) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to amend the 
Definite Plan Report for the 
Seedskadee Project to enable the use of 
the active capacity of the Fontenelle 
Reservoir, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 408, nays 0, 
not voting 21, as follows: 

[Roll No. 160] 

YEAS—408 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 

Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Esty 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Gutiérrez 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Himes 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 

Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
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Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 

Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 

Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—21 

Blackburn 
Brown (MD) 
Cicilline 
Collins (NY) 
Davis, Danny 
DesJarlais 
Fudge 

Higgins (NY) 
Kelly (PA) 
Loebsack 
Marino 
McCaul 
Payne 
Rohrabacher 

Rush 
Russell 
Scott, David 
Slaughter 
Titus 
Trott 
Welch 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1903 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RAISING A QUESTION OF THE 
PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE 

Mr. CROWLEY. Pursuant to clause 
2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to give notice of 
my intent to raise a question of the 
privileges of the House. 

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives that the President 
shall immediately disclose his tax re-
turn information to Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, it is worth expressing, 
once again. 

Expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives, the President shall 
immediately disclose his tax return in-
formation to Congress and the Amer-
ican people. 

I want to thank Mr. PASCRELL from 
the Ways and Means Committee for 
leading this issue in that committee 
and here on the floor, as well as ANNA 
ESHOO from the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, and more to come in the 
weeks to come. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized 
only to give notice. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, the 
form of the remainder of the resolution 
is as follows: 

Whereas, in the United States’ sys-
tem of checks and balances, Congress 
has a responsibility to hold the execu-
tive branch of government to the high-
est standard of transparency to ensure 
the public interest is placed first; 

Whereas, according to the Tax His-
tory Project, every President after 
Richard Nixon has disclosed their tax 
return information to the public; 

Whereas, tax returns provide an im-
portant baseline disclosure because 
they contain highly instructive infor-
mation including whether the can-
didate paid taxes, what they own, what 
they have borrowed and from whom, 
whether they have made any charitable 
donations, and whether they have 
taken advantage of tax loopholes; 

Whereas, disclosure of the Presi-
dent’s tax returns could help those in-
vestigating Russian influence in the 
2016 election understand the Presi-
dent’s financial ties to the Russian 
Federation and Russian citizens, in-
cluding debts owed, and whether he 
shares any partnership interests, eq-
uity interests, joint ventures, or licens-
ing agreements with Russia or Rus-
sians; 

Whereas, it has been reported that 
President Trump’s close senior advis-
ers, including Carter Page, Paul 
Manafort, Roger Stone, and General 
Michael Flynn, have been under inves-
tigation by the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation for their ties to the Rus-
sian Federation; 

Whereas, Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov told Interfax, 
a Russian media outlet, on November 
10, 2016, that ‘‘there were contacts’’ 
with Donald Trump’s 2016 campaign, 
and it has been reported that members 
of President Trump’s inner circle were 
in contact with senior Russian officials 
throughout the 2016 campaign; 

Whereas, according to his 2016 can-
didate filing with the Federal Election 
Commission, the President has 564 fi-
nancial positions in companies located 
in the United States and around the 
world; 

Whereas, against the advice of ethics 
attorneys and the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics, the President has refused 
to divest his ownership stake in his 
businesses; 

Whereas, the Director of the non-
partisan Office of Government Ethics 
said that the President’s plan to trans-
fer his business holdings to a trust 
managed by family members is ‘‘mean-
ingless’’ and ‘‘does not meet the stand-
ards that . . . every President in the 
past four decades has met’’; 

Whereas, the the Emoluments Clause 
was included in the U.S. Constitution 
for the express purpose of preventing 
federal officials from accepting any 
‘‘present, Emolument, Office, or Title 
. . . from any King, Prince, or foreign 
state’’; 

Whereas, the Trump International 
Hotel in Washington, D.C., has hired a 
‘‘director of diplomatic sales’’ to gen-
erate high-priced business among for-
eign leaders and diplomatic delega-
tions; 

Whereas, the Trump International 
Hotel could receive up to $60,000 from 
the Kuwaiti government for a party it 
held at the hotel on February 22, 2017; 

Whereas, the President used a legally 
dubious tax maneuver in 1995 that 
could have allowed him to avoid paying 
federal taxes for 18 years; 

Whereas, the public still does not 
have a thorough understanding of the 
influences and conflicts President 
Trump has due to his various foreign 
and domestic business interests; 

Whereas, on January 30, 2017, Presi-
dent Trump publicly issued an execu-
tive order announcing that pipeline 
makers in the U.S. must use American- 
made steel in their projects; 

Whereas, on March 3, 2017, President 
Trump quietly reversed himself, 
issuing an order allowing the steel for 
the Keystone pipeline to be imported 
from foreign countries; 

Whereas, without direct knowledge 
on the conflicts this President has due 
to his business interests, he could be 
advancing policies that create an un-
even playing field for working Ameri-
cans; 

Whereas, the public should be able to 
examine his business interests, rela-
tionships, and conflicts to ensure that 
all policies put forward by the Trump 
administration solely benefit the 
American public and not his corporate 
business partners; 

Whereas, the most signed petition on 
the White House website calls for the 
release of the President’s tax return in-
formation to verify compliance with 
the Emoluments Clause, with 1,082,000 
signatures as of the date of this resolu-
tion; 

Whereas, the Chairmen of the Ways 
and Means Committee, Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation, and Senate Fi-
nance Committee have the authority 
to request the President’s tax returns 
under Section 6103 of the tax code; 

Whereas, the Joint Committee on 
Taxation reviewed the tax returns of 
President Richard Nixon in 1974 and 
made the information public; 

Whereas, the Ways and Means Com-
mittee used IRC 6103 authority in 2014 
to make public the confidential tax in-
formation of 51 taxpayers; 

Whereas, the American people have 
the right to know whether or not their 
President is operating under conflicts 
of interest related to international af-
fairs, tax reform, government con-
tracts, or otherwise: 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that 
the House of Representatives shall: 
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One, immediately request the tax re-

turn information of Donald J. Trump 
for tax years 2006 through 2015 for re-
view in closed executive session by the 
Committee on Ways and Means, as pro-
vided under Section 6103 of the Internal 
Revenue Code, and vote to report the 
information therein to the full House 
of Representatives; 

Two, support transparency in govern-
ment and the longstanding tradition of 
Presidents and Presidential candidates 
disclosing their tax returns. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will now recognize the gentleman 
from New York to offer the resolution 
just noticed. 

Does the gentleman offer the resolu-
tion? 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I offer 
my resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
RESOLUTION 

Expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the President shall imme-
diately disclose his tax return information 
to Congress and the American people. 

Whereas, in the United States’ system of 
checks and balances, Congress has a respon-
sibility to hold the Executive Branch of gov-
ernment to the highest standard of trans-
parency to ensure the public interest is 
placed first; 

Whereas, according to the Tax History 
Project, every President after Richard Nixon 
has disclosed their tax return information to 
the public; 

Whereas, tax returns provide an important 
baseline disclosure because they contain 
highly instructive information including 
whether the candidate paid taxes, what they 
own, what they have borrowed and from 
whom, whether they have made any chari-
table donations, and whether they have 
taken advantage of tax loopholes; 

Whereas, disclosure of the President’s tax 
returns could help those investigating Rus-
sian influence in the 2016 election, under-
stand the President’s financial ties to the 
Russian Federation and Russian citizens, in-
cluding debts owed, and whether he shares 
any partnership interests, equity interests, 
joint ventures or licensing agreements with 
Russia or Russians; 

Whereas, it has been reported that Presi-
dent Trump’s close senior advisers, including 
Carter Page, Paul Manafort, Roger Stone, 
and General Michael Flynn, have been under 
investigation by the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation for their ties to the Russian Fed-
eration; 

Whereas, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov told Intertfax, a Russian 
media outlet, on November 10, 2016 that 
‘‘there were contacts’’ with Donald Trump’s 
2016 campaign, and it has been reported that 
members of President Trump’s inner circle 
were in contact with senior Russian officials 
throughout the 2016 campaign; 

Whereas, according to his 2016 candidate 
filing with the Federal Election Commission, 
the President has 564 financial positions in 
companies located in the United States and 
around the world; 

Whereas, against the advice of ethics at-
torneys and the Office of Government Ethics, 
the President has refused to divest his own-
ership stake in his businesses; 

Whereas, the director of the nonpartisan 
Office of Government Ethics said that the 
President’s plan to transfer his business 
holdings to a trust managed by family mem-

bers is ‘‘meaningless’’ and ‘‘does not meet 
the standards that . . . every president in 
the past four decades has met’’; 

Whereas, the Emoluments Clause was in-
cluded in the U.S. Constitution for the ex-
press purpose of preventing federal officials 
from accepting any ‘‘present, Emolument, 
Office, or Title . . . from any King, Prince, 
or foreign state’’; 

Whereas, the Trump International Hotel in 
Washington, D.C. has hired a ‘‘director of 
diplomatic sales’’ to generate high-priced 
business among foreign leaders and diplo-
matic delegations; 

Whereas, the Trump International Hotel 
could receive up to $60,000 from the Kuwaiti 
government for a party it held at the hotel 
on February 22, 2017; 

Whereas, the President used a legally dubi-
ous tax maneuver in 1995 that could have al-
lowed him to avoid paying federal taxes for 
18 years; 

Whereas the public still does not have a 
thorough understanding of the influences 
and conflicts President Trump has due to his 
various foreign and domestic business inter-
ests; 

Whereas on January 30, 2017 President 
Trump publicly issued an executive order an-
nouncing that pipeline makers in the US 
must use American-made steel in their 
projects; 

Whereas on March 3, 2017 President Trump 
quietly reversed himself, issuing an order al-
lowing the steel for the Keystone Pipeline to 
be imported from foreign countries; 

Whereas without direct knowledge on the 
conflicts this President has due to his busi-
ness interests, he could be advancing policies 
that create an uneven playing field for work-
ing Americans; 

Whereas the public should be able to exam-
ine his business interests, relationships, and 
conflicts to ensure that all policies put for-
ward by the Trump Administration solely 
benefit the American public and not his cor-
porate business partners; 

Whereas, the most signed petition on the 
White House website calls for the release of 
the President’s tax return information to 
verify compliance with the Emoluments 
Clause, with 1 million, 82 thousand signa-
tures as of the date of this resolution; 

Whereas, the Chairmen of the Ways and 
Means Committee, Joint Committee on Tax-
ation, and Senate Finance Committee have 
the authority to request the President’s tax 
returns under Section 6103 of the tax code; 

Whereas, the Joint Committee on Taxation 
reviewed the tax returns of President Rich-
ard Nixon in 1974 and made the information 
public; 

Whereas, the Ways and Means Committee 
used IRC 6103 authority in 2014 to make pub-
lic the confidential tax information of 51 
taxpayers; 

Whereas, the American people have the 
right to know whether or not their President 
is operating under conflicts of interest re-
lated to international affairs, tax reform, 
government contracts, or otherwise: Now, 
therefore, be it: 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives shall— 

1. Immediately request the tax return in-
formation of Donald J. Trump for tax years 
2006 through 2015 for review in closed execu-
tive session by the Committee on Ways and 
Means, as provided under Section 6103 of the 
Internal Revenue Code, and vote to report 
the information therein to the full House of 
Representatives 

2. Support transparency in government and 
the longstanding tradition of Presidents and 
Presidential candidates disclosing their tax 
returns. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the 
gentleman from New York wish to 

present argument on the parliamen-
tary question whether the resolution 
presents a question of the privileges of 
the House? 

Mr. CROWLEY. Yes, Mr. Speaker, I 
do. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, under 
rule IX, clause 1, questions of the privi-
leges of the House are ‘‘those affecting 
the rights of the House collectively, its 
safety, dignity, and the integrity of its 
proceedings.’’ 

I would argue there is nothing more 
of a threat to the integrity of the 
House of Representatives than ignoring 
our duty to provide a check and bal-
ance, as our Founders expected of us, of 
the executive branch. 

To restore the dignity of the House, 
we must use our authority to request 
President Trump’s tax returns and give 
the American people the transparency 
that they deserve. 

The American people know full well 
the scope of the President’s financial 
background, as related by television 
and the media; but they don’t know the 
details. 

Article I, section 9 of the Constitu-
tion includes a clause prohibiting for-
eign emoluments to the President. The 
Office of Government Ethics has 
warned us about the President’s deci-
sion not to divest or set up a blind 
trust, and there is a need to fully un-
derstand the President’s ties to Russia. 

Mr. Speaker, we are seeing the Presi-
dent saying one thing, such as man-
dating the use of American-made steel 
on American pipelines, then quietly re-
versing himself to allow the use of for-
eign-made steel on the Keystone Pipe-
line, which is being built by a Canadian 
company. 

The resolution I am offering can pro-
vide the transparency to help ease the 
concerns of Americans in every corner 
of our country. The Internal Revenue 
Code includes language laying out a 
path for the Ways and Means Com-
mittee to obtain the tax returns and 
review them in a respectful way. There 
is the precedent that I have stated ear-
lier that provides for this to be used. 

A growing number of Members and 
Senators from both parties have been 
saying we should have the President’s 
tax returns. One of those is Congress-
man STEVE KNIGHT of California who 
announced to his constituents that the 
President’s tax returns should be made 
public, so I look forward to his support 
of this resolution. 

The House must demonstrate that its 
Members are listening to our constitu-
ents’ concerns. The House must dem-
onstrate that it cares about protecting 
the integrity of the House, of our gov-
ernment, of our Constitution, of our 
system of checks and balances. Let’s 
shine a bright light on the President’s 
conflicts together. 

We, as the elected Representatives of 
our constituents and the broader 
American public, can judge whether his 
decisions are being made for himself, 
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his business, or for the greater good of 
the American people. 

At the end of the day, if President 
Trump has nothing to hide, then he 
should be willing to do what every 
President since Richard Nixon has 
done, and that is, release his tax re-
turns. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind the gentleman 
from New York that the question is on, 
and his remarks must be confined to, 
the question of privilege. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I think 
I have been toeing that line very close-
ly. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A little 
bit over it. 

Mr. CROWLEY. At the very least, 
even if he continues to hide behind the 
phony excuse of being under audit, he 
should release tax returns for 2016 as 
those are not under audit. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution is not 
about partisanship. It is about Amer-
ica. 

No, you are not listening to your con-
stituents, my colleagues. It is about 
America, my colleagues. They want to 
see these tax returns. 

The American people expect more 
from the promise than heckling back 
and forth. They expect their Represent-
atives from both sides of the aisles to 
demand these tax returns. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 

The gentleman from New York must 
keep his remarks confined to the ques-
tion of the privileges of the House. 

Mr. CROWLEY. I appreciate that, 
Mr. Speaker. 

It is about America, Mr. Speaker. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. For 

what purpose does the gentleman from 
New Jersey seek recognition? 

Does the gentleman wish to be heard 
on the question of privilege and on the 
question of privilege only? 

Mr. PASCRELL. Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is 

the question before the House. 
Mr. PASCRELL. I want to thank the 

gentleman from New York (Mr. CROW-
LEY). 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. CROWLEY cited the 
very source of what our proposal is, 
and that is, section 6103, and, particu-
larly section 6103(f), of the Tax Code of 
the United States of America, which 
has been part of the Tax Code since 
1924. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a wonderful part 
of the Tax Code. Take my word for it. 
And it has been a wonderful part of the 
Tax Code since 1924. 

It is very clear the main argument 
against this proposal, this resolution, 
has been over the last several weeks 
that this is an administrative part of 
the Tax Code. I would submit to you, 
Mr. Speaker, that this is not simply ar-
ranging the deck chairs on the Titanic. 
This has to do with all of us. This has 
to do with what we put in to our tax 
files when we submit them to the IRS. 

There is real authority when you 
read this section, Mr. Speaker. I can 

assure you I will not read it. That will 
be for another time. But I can assure 
you it is very specific and goes beyond 
administrative authority. We are talk-
ing about apparitional authority. 

We are talking about that three dif-
ferent committees in the House and the 
Senate can call on anybody with due 
cause to have them submit their tax 
returns. 

By the way, when you look at why 
section 6103 was put into the Tax Code 
in 1924, as a result of one of the great-
est scandals in the 20th century, then 
you understand it was not just meant 
as an administrative situation. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we believe that it 
is imperative for the public to know 
and understand how such tax reform 
that we are about to go into pretty 
soon will benefit the President of the 
United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s remarks must be confined to 
the question of privilege. 

Mr. PASCRELL. I am talking right 
to the resolution, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s remarks must be confined to 
the question of whether the resolution 
presents a privilege of the House. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Well, we are talking 
about the present President, our Presi-
dent of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is whether the resolution pre-
sents a question of privilege, and the 
gentleman must confine his remarks to 
that debate. 

Mr. PASCRELL. We are talking 
about, as I said—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has not been recognized to dis-
cuss the value or merit of the resolu-
tion. The gentleman has been recog-
nized only to argue whether it presents 
a privileged question to the House. 

Mr. PASCRELL. I believe it is a priv-
ileged question and resolution that has 
been offered because it goes to the very 
integrity of the House of Representa-
tives, and I am a part of the House of 
Representatives. 

Now, our President had an infamous 
response—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s remarks must be confined to 
the question of privilege. 

Mr. PASCRELL. He said, when an al-
legation that he had paid no taxes, he 
said—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair is prepared to rule. 

The gentleman from New York seeks 
to offer a resolution as a question of 
the privileges of the House under rule 
IX. 

As the Chair ruled on February 27, 
2017, and March 7, 2017, the resolution 
directs the Committee on Ways and 
Means to meet and consider an item of 
business under the procedures set forth 
in 26 U.S.C. 6103, and, therefore, does 
not qualify as a question of the privi-
leges of the House. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I appeal 
the ruling of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is, Shall the decision of the 

Chair stand as the judgment of the 
House? 

MOTION TO TABLE 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I have 
a motion at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. McCarthy moves that the appeal be 

laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion to table. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, this 15- 
minute vote on the motion to table 
will be followed by a 5-minute vote on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 
267, if ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 223, nays 
183, answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 
22, as follows: 

[Roll No. 161] 

YEAS—223 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blum 
Bost 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Cook 
Costello (PA) 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
Diaz-Balart 
Donovan 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 

Emmer 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 

Lance 
Latta 
Lewis (MN) 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Murphy (PA) 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Posey 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce (CA) 
Rutherford 
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Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smucker 
Stefanik 
Stewart 

Stivers 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 

Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NAYS—183 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Ellison 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Esty 
Evans 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Gabbard 

Gallego 
Garamendi 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hanabusa 
Hastings 
Heck 
Himes 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Moulton 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 

Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Rosen 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Speier 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Sanford 

NOT VOTING—22 

Blackburn 
Brown (MD) 
Cicilline 
Collins (NY) 
Davis, Danny 
DesJarlais 
Fudge 
Higgins (NY) 

Kelly (PA) 
Loebsack 
Marino 
McCaul 
Payne 
Rohrabacher 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 

Rush 
Russell 
Slaughter 
Titus 
Trott 
Wagner 
Welch 

b 1947 

So the motion to table was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK ACT 
OF 2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ARRINGTON). The unfinished business is 
the question on suspending the rules 
and passing the bill (H.R. 267) to redes-
ignate the Martin Luther King, Junior, 
National Historic Site in the State of 
Georgia, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR THE EXPENSES OF 
CERTAIN COMMITTEES OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN 
THE 115TH CONGRESS 

Mr. HARPER from the Committee on 
House Administration, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 115–38) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 173) providing 
for the expenses of certain committees 
of the House of Representatives in the 
One Hundred Fifteenth Congress, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS OF OFFICE OF COMPLI-
ANCE 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on House Administration be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 1228) to provide for the 
appointment of members of the Board 
of Directors of the Office of Compliance 
to replace members whose terms expire 
during 2017, and for other purposes, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1228 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF OFFICE 
OF COMPLIANCE. 

(a) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.— 
(1) MEMBERS REPLACING MEMBERS WHOSE 

TERMS EXPIRE IN MARCH 2017.—Notwith-
standing the first sentence of section 301(e) 
of the Congressional Accountability Act of 

1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381(e)), of the members of the 
Board of Directors of the Office of Compli-
ance who are appointed to replace the 3 
members whose terms expire in March 2017— 

(A) one shall have a term of office of 3 
years; and 

(B) 2 shall have a term of office of 4 years, 
as designated at the time of appointment by 
the persons specified in section 301(b) of such 
Act (2 U.S.C. 1381(b)). 

(2) MEMBERS REPLACING MEMBERS WHOSE 
TERMS EXPIRE IN MAY 2017.—In accordance 
with the first sentence of section 301(e) of 
the Congressional Accountability Act of 1995 
(2 U.S.C. 1381(e)), the members of the Board 
of Directors of the Office of Compliance who 
are appointed to replace the 2 members 
whose terms expire in May 2017 shall each 
have a term of office of 5 years. 

(b) SERVICE OF CURRENT MEMBERS.—Not-
withstanding the second sentence of section 
301(e) of the Congressional Accountability 
Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381(e)) or section 3 of 
the Office of Compliance Administrative and 
Technical Corrections Act of 2015 (Public 
Law 114–6; 2 U.S.C. 1381 note)— 

(1) an individual serving as a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Office of Com-
pliance whose term expires in March 2017 
may be reappointed to serve one additional 
term at the length designated under para-
graph (1) of subsection (a), but may not be 
reappointed to any additional terms after 
that additional term expires; and 

(2) an individual serving as a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Office of Com-
pliance whose term expires in May 2017 may 
be reappointed to serve one additional term 
at the length referred to in paragraph (2) of 
subsection (a), but may not be reappointed 
to any additional terms after that additional 
term expires. 

(c) PERMITTING MEMBERS TO SERVE UNTIL 
APPOINTMENT OF SUCCESSORS.—Section 301(e) 
of the Congressional Accountability Act of 
1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381(e)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) PERMITTING SERVICE UNTIL APPOINT-
MENT OF SUCCESSOR.—A member of the Board 
may serve after the expiration of that mem-
ber’s term until a successor has taken of-
fice.’’. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. HARPER 
Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I have an 

amendment at the desk. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Add at the end the following new sub-

section: 
(d) AUTHORITY OF CONGRESSIONAL LEADER-

SHIP IN MAKING APPOINTMENTS.—Section 
301(b) of the Congressional Accountability 
Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381(b)) is amended by 
striking the period at the end of the second 
sentence and inserting the following: ‘‘, who 
are authorized to take such steps as they 
consider appropriate to ensure the timely ap-
pointment of the members of the Board con-
sistent with the requirements of this 
section.’’. 

Mr. HARPER (during the reading). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to dispense with the reading of the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Mississippi? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed 

and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-

VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1259, VA ACCOUNTABILITY 
FIRST ACT OF 2017; PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 
1367, IMPROVING AUTHORITY OF 
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS TO HIRE AND RETAIN 
PHYSICIANS AND OTHER EM-
PLOYEES; AND PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 1181, 
VETERANS 2ND AMENDMENT 
PROTECTION ACT 
Mr. BUCK from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 115–39) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 198) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 1259) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for the 
removal or demotion of employees of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
based on performance or misconduct, 
and for other purposes; providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1367) to 
improve the authority of the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to hire and retain 
physicians and other employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes; and providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1181) to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
clarify the conditions under which cer-
tain persons may be treated as adju-
dicated mentally incompetent for cer-
tain purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

NATIONAL K9 VETERANS DAY 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, we recognized National K9 Vet-
erans Day. It was on March 13, 1942, 
that the U.S. Army K9 Corps was offi-
cially formed, although dogs have had 
a role in our military ever since our 
country’s founding. We not only honor 
military dogs, but also police dogs, cus-
toms dogs, border patrol dogs, and 
other working dogs that work to pro-
tect our communities. 

These dogs provide an incredible 
service to our brave men and women 
overseas. They are responsible for sav-
ing lives and preventing injuries, some-
times at their own expense. 

Many of our servicemembers form 
very strong bonds with these loyal 
companions. That is why I authored 
the Military Working Dog Military Re-
tirement Act and was proud to see it 
pass with overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port last Congress. This new law guar-
antees that service dogs are returned 
and retired to the United States after 
serving overseas. Previously, military 
members were often forced to spend 
their own money to bring these ani-
mals home. 

Mr. Speaker, let us remember and 
honor these four-legged heroes. They 
are a valuable component of protecting 
Americans through their courage and 
their loyalty. 

NOAA FUNDING 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the mission 
of NOAA, the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, now under 
attack by the Trump administration. 

An assault on NOAA, Mr. Speaker, is 
an assault on science. NOAA is a data- 
driven organization with proven re-
search in the public interest. NOAA de-
fends our coasts from the surges we 
have seen from Sandy, Irene, and other 
storms. NOAA’s satellites keep watch 
day and night, providing up-to-the-sec-
ond data to farmers, forecasters, and 
fishermen. 

Mr. Speaker, I acknowledge the 
Trump administration’s denial of cli-
mate damage, but I do not understand 
it. Defunding NOAA, as the President’s 
budget purportedly does, does not 
make our climate problems simply go 
away. The mission of NOAA isn’t just 
about our environment. American busi-
nesses rely on its data every day to 
give them an economic advantage. 
After all, there is a reason NOAA is in 
the Department of Commerce to begin 
with. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FORMER 
CONGRESSMAN JOHN WOLD 

(Ms. CHENEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a dear friend 
and former Member of this House, John 
Wold, of Casper, Wyoming, who passed 
away on February 19. Congressman 
Wold was a member of the Greatest 
Generation serving as a naval engineer 
during World War II. He also served 
Wyoming in our State legislature and 
as our Member of Congress. He was a 
leader and pioneer in the energy field, 
and he made numerous contributions, 
along with his incomparable wife, 
Jane, to our civic life and as a philan-
thropist. 

I knew John my whole life. The 
friendship between our families goes 
back even farther. John was the oldest 
living former Member of Congress, and 
I was honored to receive his advice and 
counsel over the years. 

I will never forget attending his 100th 
birthday this past summer in Casper 
and seeing the joy it brought him to be 
surrounded by so many of his wonder-
ful children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren. 

We will miss him, but the impact 
Congressman Wold had on our State 
and our Nation and the legacy of lead-
ership and honor he leaves behind will 
continue to be an inspiration for gen-
erations to come. 

SOUTH SUDAN 
(Ms. BASS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, last month, 
the U.N. declared a famine in parts of 
South Sudan. As I rise today, more 
than 100,000 men, women, and children 
there are facing immediate starvation. 
Arguably, this was an avoidable crisis. 

Internal conflicts have worsened the 
dire living conditions for the people of 
South Sudan, and the government of 
the Republic of South Sudan must live 
up to its promise and ensure access to 
the most vulnerable communities by 
humanitarian organizations. According 
to recent estimates, without imme-
diate action, an additional 5.5 million 
people living in South Sudan will expe-
rience famine. 

Although we haven’t yet seen the 
President’s budget, it is reported that 
there is a 37 percent decrease in foreign 
aid. This could include severe cuts to 
humanitarian funding. 

In this regard, I introduced H. Res. 
187 in support of the efforts by USAID 
and other providers of humanitarian 
assistance in the international commu-
nity. I urge my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to support this bipar-
tisan resolution, and, by doing so, 
begin an end to this crisis. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THERESA 
BRYANT 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize Theresa Bryant, who is 
West Forsyth High School’s 2016–2017 
Teacher of the Year. 

This first-generation college grad-
uate, Kiwanis member, and Key Club 
adviser has worked at West Forsyth in 
Clemmons since 2000, where she teaches 
sophomore English and Shakespeare as 
an elective. 

Theresa’s proudest moment in the 
field of education is her role in the cre-
ation of the Shakespeare elective class. 
After an educational opportunity at 
the Globe Theatre in London, she 
worked with a colleague to create an 
intensive curriculum covering eight 
plays. The class has brought the words 
of the Bard to more than 4,000 students 
at West Forsyth, as well as four other 
schools in the district. 

Theresa is known for her dedication 
to her students and making her lessons 
relevant to their different learning 
styles so everyone can understand the 
material. 

We are lucky to have a teacher of her 
caliber serving students in North Caro-
lina’s Fifth District. 

f 

b 2000 

SOMEBODY ELSE’S BABIES 

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 
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Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 

Speaker, in every chapter from the 
story of America’s success, we find 
countless examples of the contribu-
tions made by immigrants. In fact, it 
begins in our prologue: we are a nation 
founded by immigrants. 

Yet, over the weekend, a Member of 
this House, Mr. KING of Iowa, said: ‘‘We 
can’t restore our civilization with 
somebody else’s babies.’’ 

There is nothing to restore. We are 
the greatest country in the world. But, 
worse, by disparaging the value of 
somebody else’s babies, Mr. KING ar-
gues for an America void of people of 
color or who worship differently than 
he does. That is not who we are. 

Behind me are a few small examples 
of somebody else’s babies: people who 
immigrated to America or whose fami-
lies immigrated to America, practicing 
many different faiths, coming from 
many different countries. 

They include the daughter of Chinese 
immigrants who became one of Amer-
ica’s most celebrated and best-selling 
authors, Amy Tan; the son of a Syrian 
migrant, Steve Jobs, who founded 
Apple; and the son of a Kenyan stu-
dent, who recently finished two terms 
as the 44th President of the United 
States, Barack Obama. 

These are not somebody else’s babies. 
These are immigrants and the children 
of immigrants, and they are our babies. 

I was born and baptized in Sac City, 
Iowa, located in Mr. KING’s district. It 
is where I learned from Exodus 22:21, 
‘‘You must not mistreat or oppress for-
eigners in any way. Remember, you 
yourselves were once foreigners.’’ And 
from the Iowans I know, they were 
raised to accept and love the same way. 

I hope my colleagues join me in de-
nouncing bigoted, hateful, and divisive 
rhetoric, and let’s celebrate the beau-
tiful diversity that has always made 
our Nation shine: these beautiful 
‘‘somebody else’s babies’’ who are 
America’s babies. 

f 

FREEING UP RESTRICTIVE FUEL 
MILEAGE STANDARDS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the President’s deci-
sion to halt new EPA fuel mileage re-
strictions on the auto industry, also 
known as CAFE standards. 

Speaking to auto industry workers in 
Detroit today, President Trump prom-
ised to reexamine stringent fuel effi-
ciency rules that were hurried into 
place in the final days of the previous 
administration. 

After committing to a review in 2018, 
the Obama administration changed 
course just before leaving office and de-
cided to keep the requirements in place 
for model year vehicles 2022–2025. Ac-
cording to reviews by independent 
economists and engineers, these re-
quirements would add at least an aver-

age of $3,800 in costs per vehicle, even 
after supposed fuel savings were con-
sidered. 

Even more, this vastly limits con-
sumer choice, whether someone wants 
to buy a minivan to move their family 
or soccer team around, a farmer or con-
tractor that needs a three-quarter-ton 
pickup to do his or her job, or maybe 
somebody that would just like to buy a 
sporty car. 

Even worse, it is entirely unclear 
whether existing technology even al-
lows the 60 percent jump from the 2016 
requirement of 34.1 miles per gallon to 
reach the almost 55-mile-per-gallon re-
quirement in only seven model years to 
2025 without sacrificing safety and, yet 
again, eviscerating consumer choice. 

The President’s decision to fully re-
view these requirements will result in 
lower vehicle costs, allow safer vehi-
cles, and boost our U.S. economy by 
supporting domestic manufacturing. 

f 

THE TRUTH MUST BE TOLD 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let 
me join my colleagues, first of all, and 
say that this country is made up of 
somebody else’s babies; and I am very 
proud to be an American who sees the 
great talent of these babies who have 
become great leaders, such as teachers, 
scientists, doctors, lawyers, and mem-
bers who do public service. Thank you 
to somebody else’s babies. 

Let me also congratulate the district 
court in Hawaii, which has just ren-
dered a decision to block the Presi-
dent’s Muslim ban again. Thank you 
for that wise and deliberative decision. 

I rise today in particular to really 
ask and wonder where we are in this 
country that a President of the United 
States can, first, tweet out that a 
former President committed a criminal 
felony: wiretapping. 

In the last 48 hours, there is mish- 
mash of information coming from the 
press secretary or the director of com-
munications and the President: Oh, 
maybe it was not wiretapping by the 
President of the United States for-
mally, but it is generally wiretapping. 

Mr. President, let me be very clear: 
the words of the Commander in Chief 
are known to carry great weight. It is 
the American people that have to trust 
and believe and be commanded and led. 

I am saddened by the state that we 
are in right now. I am saddened that 
there is one position one day and an-
other position another day. As a senior 
member of the Judiciary Committee, 
we cannot tolerate that kind of mis-
matched conversation. The truth must 
be told. The American people must 
know it, Members of Congress must 
know it. I believe committees should 
be investigating if there was a wiretap 
or not and if there was an action by the 
former President. If not, tell the truth. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK). The Chair would remind 

Members to direct their remarks to the 
Chair. 

f 

HONORING TRINITY UNITED 
METHODIST ON ITS 200TH YEAR 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this year, the Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania, marks its 200th year as a 
house of worship. 

Founded in April of 1817, the church 
congregation began with just seven 
people. Schoolmaster and Methodist 
layman James McGee led the first 
meeting. Over the years, Trinity’s con-
gregation has steadily grown, and 
today it boasts 200 members. The cur-
rent church was built in 1875, and in 
1962, an educational building was added 
on. 

The church plays an important role 
in the Bellefonte community and it or-
ganizes several programs throughout 
the year, including a free community 
lunch, a New Year’s Day dinner, free 
public concerts, and a toy drive before 
Christmas for children in need. 

Mr. Speaker, for the last 200 years, 
Trinity United Methodist Church has 
opened its doors for people to hear the 
Word of the Lord, but a church is much 
more than a building. It brings a love 
of God into the community and into 
the hearts of those who fill the seats 
each Sunday. 

God bless Trinity United Methodist 
Church on the momentous occasion of 
its bicentennial. 

f 

BULLY BUSTERS 

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of a group of 11- and 12- 
year-old girls from my district who 
have noticed an unsettling trend in 
modern politics and who are absolutely 
determined to do something about it. 
They see bullying from leaders who are 
supposed to be their role models. They 
witness fear, intimidation, and vitriol 
being thrown at religious minorities, 
LGBTQ people, women, immigrants, 
communities of color. And, yes, I am 
also somebody else’s baby. 

In the face of this hate, these girls 
have decided to take action by forming 
the D.C. Bully Busters. These change- 
making girls, not even old enough to 
vote yet, but certainly old enough to 
make their voices heard, have vowed to 
stand up against the bullying they are 
seeing in American politics. 

Mr. Speaker, if grade-schoolers can 
say that bullying, intimidation, and si-
lently standing by are cowardly tactics 
that have no place in politics, then the 
adults who represent them must be 
courageous enough to do the same 
thing. 
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On Friday, I will be proudly signing 

the D.C. Bully Busters pledge, and I 
urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to join me so that we can let ev-
eryone know at every level that bul-
lying is never acceptable. 

f 

COMMONSENSE VA REFORM 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today as a cosponsor of H.R. 1259, the 
VA Accountability First Act. 

This important piece of legislation 
targets vulnerabilities within the VA 
employment structure that prevent 
bad actors from being fired or demoted. 
This commonsense reform gives the 
Secretary of the VA the flexibility to 
dismiss or demote employees who are 
guilty of on-the-job inebriation, drug 
diversion, and sexual assault, just to 
name a few. Our veterans deserve qual-
ity care. They have earned quality 
care. 

As chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, it is my highest priority in 
making sure that our Department of 
Veterans Affairs is working for the 
men and women who have worn the 
cloth of our Nation and made the sac-
rifices that keep us free: our veterans. 

This bill moves the needle in the 
right direction, and I commend Chair-
man ROE for introducing it. 

f 

HEALTHCARE REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. FERGUSON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to start by saying that, for 
the last 25 years, I practiced dentistry 
in Georgia’s Third District and I expe-
rienced a healthcare system that was 
broken and in desperate need of repair 
to reduce costs and increase access to 
care. 

After the Affordable Care Act was 
signed into law, I saw my patients, my 
friends, my neighbors forced away from 
doctors who had treated them for their 
entire lives. Instead of decreasing 
costs, patients saw their costs sky-
rocket and their access to care limited. 

As a medical practitioner, I want 
what is best for my patients. Those are 
the people that I am fighting for: my 
neighbors and constituents who saw 
their premiums skyrocket, their qual-
ity and access to care limited or deter-
mined by a government bureaucrat. I 
committed to them that I would repeal 
ObamaCare and undo the damage that 
it has done to our healthcare system. 

The legislation we are currently con-
sidering in the House, the American 
Health Care Act, is just the beginning 
of keeping that promise. 

This is not a choice between a broken 
healthcare system that existed before 

ObamaCare. It is a new direction that 
reflects an understanding of what 
works and what does not work. The 
legislation will enact many reforms 
that directly impact Americans by low-
ering costs and improving access to 
care. 

Tonight, my colleagues and I are 
going to share with you in great detail 
what that legislation does. We have all 
been very open in our opposition to the 
Affordable Care Act, but it is also im-
portant that we share with our con-
stituents what we stand for and what 
we are working to do to reform this 
broken system. 

We stand for patient-centered health 
care that meets the needs of our con-
stituents in an affordable way. We 
stand for market-driven healthcare so-
lutions and an industry that prioritizes 
personal freedom over government 
mandates. We stand for the biggest en-
titlement reform in a generation to en-
sure that we protect our most vulner-
able populations. 

This is just a short list of the goals 
we are working towards, and I am ex-
cited to be joined by a number of my 
colleagues tonight to help me explain 
more to the American people what is 
happening with our healthcare system. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON). He served 
in the George W. Bush administration. 
He has worked with the FDIC, and he 
has been a public servant in Lubbock, 
Texas, at Texas Tech University. He 
serves on the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, the Budget Committee, and the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, the 
facts are indisputable: President 
Obama’s attempt to plan our 
healthcare economy from Washington, 
D.C., has failed. 

I have spent nearly 2 years criss- 
crossing 29 counties in west Texas, and 
I can report from the many stories 
from my constituents that no single 
law or policy has been more reviled, 
more destructive, or more intrusive 
than ObamaCare. It is absolutely 
crushing our small businesses and Main 
Street Americans everywhere. 

The American Health Care Act re-
peals ObamaCare and is a step in the 
right direction to freeing the American 
people from the scourge of govern-
ment-controlled health care. 

For the first time since the passage 
of ObamaCare, according to the Con-
gressional Budget Office’s report re-
cently, the American Health Care Act 
will lower premiums over time by 10 
percent, a far cry from the sky-
rocketing premiums we have seen over 
the last several years since the passage 
of the Affordable Care Act. 

The report goes on to say that the 
American Health Care Act will reduce 
the deficit by $337 billion and make the 
biggest entitlement reform in genera-
tions, saving taxpayers well over $800 
billion. 

This bill strikes at the heart of 
ObamaCare by repealing its mandates, 
eliminating its taxes, and gutting its 
regulations. 

Make no mistake, this legislation is 
not perfect. I will continue to fight for 
more conservative and more fiscally 
responsible policy outcomes like work 
requirements for able-bodied adults. 
But when the dust settles and the de-
bate is over, we cannot allow perfect 
policy aspirations to be the enemy of 
good, conservative results. The alter-
native, Mr. Speaker, is simply unac-
ceptable. 

b 2015 

My constituents sent me to Wash-
ington to tackle the tough issues and 
solve the big problems. Well, we have 
got one, and it is called ObamaCare. I 
committed a long time ago that if I 
ever had the chance, I would repeal 
ObamaCare, and I plan on keeping my 
promise, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman from Texas touched on some 
very important issues. One that he 
talked about was the process here, that 
this is just the beginning of a long 
journey that we must take to rebuild 
our American healthcare system. 

This has been an open legislative 
process. More than 8 months ago, even 
before I was a Member of this great 
House, the Republican caucus here re-
leased A Better Way agenda, which de-
tailed a consensus vision for patient- 
centered healthcare reform. Our bill, 
the American Health Care Act, is built 
on that framework. 

These ideas are not new. They are 
not unvetted. They are a product of 
many conversations, debates, and 
work. Unlike the drafting of 
ObamaCare, we want our constituents 
to know what is in this legislation be-
fore we pass it. That is why every 
American can go to readthebill.gop and 
look at this legislation for themselves. 
In fact, I encourage anyone who hasn’t 
taken time to look at this legislation 
yet to go to readthebill.gop and read 
more about the American Health Care 
Act. 

At no point in this process have I felt 
closed out of it. As a matter of fact, as 
a freshman, I can tell you that I have 
had my voice heard, I have been asked 
for input, and I have seen many of the 
ideas that I have spoken about be in-
cluded in this bill. 

This bill has not been crafted behind 
closed doors. It has not been kept in 
the shadows. As a matter of fact, it has 
been just the opposite. As a freshman 
Member sitting in conference, leader-
ship has been very straightforward 
about the intentions of the bill, the 
basic framework of the bill, and I am 
excited to see that, as this process has 
gone through regular order, we have 
seen many amendments added to it, 
and we are continuing that process. 

Regular order means that we have 
done something very unique here. We 
haven’t just taken a bill and passed it 
and then get to read what is in it. We 
have taken a bill, and we have taken it 
through the committee process. Our 
colleagues on the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce and Committee on 
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Ways and Means have worked through 
some many long nights debating 
amendments in an open process. 

Tomorrow the House Committee on 
the Budget will take up this business. I 
am a member on that committee, and I 
am looking forward to the process of 
going through the debate tomorrow. I 
am sure that it will be long, and I am 
sure many amendments will be de-
bated; but I am excited about the op-
portunity that we have to move a piece 
of legislation forward, make it better, 
make it more conservative, but, most 
importantly, make sure that Ameri-
cans have great health care, access to 
that health care at an affordable price. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. BACON). 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the American 
Health Care Act. 

ObamaCare has failed, and we need to 
replace it. It has made health care in-
accessible for many of the Americans it 
was created to help. Our premiums 
have skyrocketed, small business 
growth has been stunted as it can’t ex-
pand due to health care regulations, 
and employees have seen their hours 
cut. Individuals are forced to purchase 
healthcare coverage they do not want. 

Over the past 2 years, I have met 
with many Nebraskans in my district. 
I keep hearing about the broken prom-
ises of ObamaCare and the tight stran-
glehold this law has created for the 
American people. I have heard from a 
young mother who had to pay for the 
whole bill of the delivery of her child. 
The ACA plan she was on had a $12,000 
deductible, and that plan didn’t help 
her one cent. 

Another citizen from Omaha, Jean-
ine, was happy with her healthcare in-
surance for decades. Five years ago, 
she was paying $323 a month and was 
satisfied with the coverage she had. 
Four years ago, she was told by her in-
surance company that she would have 
to pay more because she would need ad-
ditional coverage, like maternity cov-
erage, even though she was past that 
stage in her life. Two years ago, that 
insurance plan of Jeanine’s jumped to 
$690 a month—double. 

However, her health insurance com-
pany had another policy under ACA 
which she could switch to. She did so 
for $150 a month with a $550 credit. At 
least, she had that plan until her insur-
ance company dropped that ACA policy 
and sent Jeanine searching for another 
policy. Now Jeanine is on an ACA pol-
icy that covers her primary doctor but 
not her dentist or her pharmacy. All 
Jeanine wants is a healthcare plan that 
fits her needs. She does not want the 
Federal Government telling her what 
coverage she must purchase. 

Imagine for just a second that you 
have been happy for decades with a 
product you use, and one day the gov-
ernment comes in and tells you that 
you don’t know what is best for you. 
They force you to pay more, and in re-
turn you get something that doesn’t 
work. ACA is like the government tell-

ing you that you need to buy an expen-
sive, fast, shiny sports car with all the 
bells and whistles, when all you wanted 
was a less expensive economy car to 
get you around town. But later you 
find out that that fancy sports car is 
actually a lemon. 

That is exactly what happened to 
Jeanine and countless other Americans 
when ObamaCare forced them to cov-
erage they did not want or need. This 
is more than a failed system. It is 
wrong to the core, and this is what the 
American Health Care Act is designed 
to fix. 

The American Health Care Act is a 
step in the right direction, and we are 
fulfilling our promises to repair the 
problems that ACA has left us. This 
legislation repeals major flaws of 
ObamaCare, such as employer and indi-
vidual mandates, letting individuals 
choose what coverage is best for them. 
Under this bill, health savings ac-
counts will be expanded and will give 
tax credits for those who buy their own 
insurance to give them parity with 
those who get employer-provided cov-
erage tax free. These are things that I 
campaigned on and promised to fight 
for, and they are in the bill. 

The bill also gives States more con-
trol over their healthcare policies, al-
lowing for patient-centered health care 
and getting the Federal bureaucrats 
out of the discussion. The American 
Health Care Act, instead, allows for in-
dividuals to choose the health insur-
ance plans based on their needs and 
budget, allowing for Americans to have 
greater access and to find a health plan 
that is right for them. The CBO shows 
that it is going to lower those pre-
miums by 10 percent. Now, Nebraska 
had a 51 percent increase last year, Mr. 
Speaker. This plan is going to lower 
premiums by 10 percent. 

The American Health Care Act will 
reduce the deficit and cut taxes. Ac-
cording to Monday’s CBO score, this 
bill will reduce the Federal deficit by 
$337 billion and lower taxes by $883 bil-
lion. That is good for America. 

Finally, the American Health Care 
Act does this and yet preserves afford-
able insurance for those with pre-
existing conditions and maintains a 
safety net for those who cannot pay 
premiums. These are things that I also 
promised to fight for, and they are in 
the bill. 

I look forward to working with my 
fellow House Members on both sides of 
the aisle to deliver the best law for the 
American people. We are going to be 
debating this bill for the next few 
weeks, and we are going to make it 
better. 

I am proud that this Congress and 
the Republican leadership have made a 
commitment to passing this legislation 
in an open and transparent process. 
This is a good first step toward fixing 
the mess of the ACA. 

Before we vote on this, I encourage 
my colleagues and the American people 
to carefully read the bill so they can 
find out what is in it. Unlike 

ObamaCare, we don’t have to pass this 
to find out what is in it. We know now. 

This is a great step forward, a pa-
tient-centered, doctor-supported 
healthcare system that gives power 
back to the States and gets the bureau-
crat out of our healthcare decisions. 

Thank you for the opportunity to 
speak on this. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Nebraska 
(Mr. BACON) for his remarks. 

He touched on something that is very 
important, and that is the driving 
down of cost and how this is accom-
plished. Truly, when the patient is in 
control of their health care, they are 
also in control of the cost. We are 
fighting for consumer choice in a pa-
tient-driven healthcare system. We un-
derstand, and I certainly understand, 
that patients and doctors need to be at 
the center of the healthcare conversa-
tion, not bureaucrats and not insur-
ance clerks. 

Our plan includes provisions to ex-
pand choice and give consumers more 
control over their healthcare dollars. 
The American Health Care Act signifi-
cantly increases the amount individ-
uals and families can contribute to 
their personal health savings accounts 
each year, allowing them to save more 
to pay for future healthcare expenses 
and the flexibility to use their 
healthcare dollars as they choose. 

It also allows them to spend those 
healthcare dollars where they think 
that it will best benefit their families. 
It allows them to have the most inti-
mate conversations with their 
healthcare providers and make sure 
that they are making the right deci-
sions and using their dollars wisely. If 
the first question always is ‘‘does my 
insurance company pay for it?’’ you are 
always going to get the most expensive 
answer. However, if the patient has 
contributed to this process, the patient 
then will be able to make some in-
formed decisions through good con-
versations with their doctors, and they 
can better manage their own health 
care. 

We are fighting for a system that 
puts patients first and allows Geor-
gians in the Third District and all 
across this Nation to make their own 
healthcare decisions. That starts with 
a conversation between the doctor and 
the patient. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD). He is a 
former three-term sheriff from Florida, 
representing the greater Jacksonville 
area. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, to-
night I rise to speak of fairness, to 
speak of equity, to speak of parity for 
America’s hardworking taxpayers. I 
want to talk about bringing parity be-
tween Americans who get their insur-
ance coverage through their employer 
and those who are forced to purchase 
theirs on the individual market. 

Currently, over 150 million Ameri-
cans who have employer-sponsored 
health insurance enjoy a tax benefit to 
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purchase that health insurance. How-
ever, Americans who purchase their in-
surance in the individual marketplace, 
like farmers, small-business owners, 
plumbers, and mechanics, do not have 
a similar kind of benefit. Mr. Speaker, 
simply put, this is just unfair. 

However, the American Health Care 
Plan helps fix this inequity by offering 
a portable tax credit to help these 
Americans purchase the health insur-
ance they choose. These credits are 
also age-adjusted so older Americans 
who have higher healthcare costs will 
also see a larger credit to assist them 
in purchasing that insurance. 

Mr. Speaker, I can tell you, many in-
dividuals and families in Florida’s 
Fourth Congressional District will ben-
efit from this reform and for the first 
time will be on a more level playing 
field in purchasing their health insur-
ance. We are fighting for basic fairness. 
No American, no small-business man or 
woman, no farmer, plumber, or me-
chanic should be disadvantaged be-
cause of where they work or where 
they are forced to purchase their insur-
ance. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, my 
colleague from Florida touched on 
something that is very important, and 
that is fairness in the marketplace. I 
can tell you, as a small-business owner, 
I did not receive the same favorable 
tax treatment as the major corpora-
tions did under the Affordable Care 
Act. Once this bill took effect, I had to 
move into the individual market. I had 
to begin buying health insurance with 
post-tax dollars, and I was unable to af-
ford the coverage not only for my fam-
ily, but for the people that I had the 
pleasure of working with every single 
day in my business. 

What Mr. RUTHERFORD talked about 
is leveling the playing field, and that is 
something that we need to do. It will 
increase innovation. It increases jobs. 
It increases success. It is so frustrating 
for Americans as they begin to build 
their small businesses and they begin 
to grow, and every single time that 
they take a step forward, the govern-
ment takes more and more out of their 
pocket. Now we have a healthcare sys-
tem that continues to rob them of 
their success. 

Make no mistake; the healthcare sys-
tem that we had prior to the Affordable 
Care Act was certainly not successful 
and not headed in the right way, but 
we have made it worse with this. What 
we have done is we have not only disen-
franchised many small businesses and 
people who are growing their busi-
nesses and finding success, but we have 
also, quite candidly, done a poor job of 
maintaining our safety net. What we 
are fighting for is to increase afford-
able health care for all Americans, and 
this has meant listening to a lot of the 
feedback from our families and our 
constituents back home. 

What we need to recognize is that, 
under our plan, dependents can con-
tinue to stay on their parents’ insur-
ance until age 26 and they are fully on 

their feet, if that is the right thing for 
their families to do. Americans told us 
that they like this flexibility, and we 
have listened to them. 

Our plan will also ensure that those 
who have preexisting conditions can’t 
be charged more for the health cov-
erage they need. It also includes incen-
tives, not mandates, to encourage 
Americans to have continuous cov-
erage. This is good for the market-
place, and it will keep costs down for 
all Americans. Our portable tax credits 
will also increase access to coverage by 
assisting lower income individuals to 
purchase the health insurance that 
they need. 

What is more, the American Health 
Care Act includes a Patient and State 
Stability Fund to help States expand 
the number of vulnerable patients who 
have access to health care. We know 
that States know how to best meet the 
unique needs of their citizens, and this 
is going to give them the flexibility to 
do that. Therefore, as these funds are 
flexible, they allow things like cutting 
out-of-pocket expenses for patients, 
promoting access to preventive serv-
ices, or increasing available options in 
the marketplace—all things that are 
needed. 

b 2030 

These reforms will help drive down 
costs and increase access to care. This 
is good news for patients who are wor-
ried about affordable coverage. Unlike 
ObamaCare, though, it means that 
their coverage provides them with 
meaningful access to care. 

It does you no good to have an insur-
ance plan that you cannot afford to 
use. Time and time again, I have pa-
tients, I have small-business owners, I 
have constituents from all over Geor-
gia’s Third District that come to me 
and say: Just because I have this new 
insurance plan doesn’t mean that my 
family is getting better care. 

One such example was a gentleman 
that came into my district office just 
this past week. Three years ago, his 
health insurance for his family with 
four children was about $900, and he 
had a $3,000 family deductible. Last 
year, his premium had risen to $1,700 a 
month. And this year, he laid in front 
of me on my desk in the district office 
a bill for his health insurance that was 
$2,400 a month, and a $7,000 deductible. 
He is a small-business owner with nine 
employees. It is absolutely crushing his 
family expenses, and that is not fair. 

What we have done is we have cre-
ated an environment where we have 
tried unsuccessfully to expand access; 
and in doing so, we have risen costs on 
men and women across this Nation 
that are trying to do their best to 
move into the middle class. We have 
seen it destroy family finances. We 
have seen it create a situation where 
many families now pay more for their 
health insurance than they do for their 
own homes. 

Mr. Speaker, in my case, that is the 
exact same thing. My insurance pay-

ment is more than my house payment, 
and that simply doesn’t seem right. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. TENNEY). 
She has proven to be a great Member of 
Congress. I have enjoyed working with 
her thoroughly. Ms. TENNEY has some 
very revealing remarks going forward. 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON), my esteemed colleague. 

I rise today to recognize the New 
Yorkers who have been hit especially 
hard by the policies of the previous ad-
ministration and ObamaCare’s so- 
called reforms to our healthcare sys-
tem. Patients have been hurt, doctors 
have been burdened, and families and 
taxpayers are being crushed by this 
terrible law, and its thousands of pages 
of onerous regulations. 

Our most vulnerable citizens—sen-
iors, the hardworking middle class, and 
veterans—are in worse shape now in 
upstate New York than they were be-
fore. In New York State and across the 
22nd District, patients are being denied 
high-quality care that they deserve and 
need. 

With higher costs, less accessible and 
affordable care, and mountains of red 
tape, this law has proven to be every-
thing but a Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. Now, some 
deductibles are higher than a house 
payment, and premiums across the Na-
tion have increased on average by 25 
percent. Our families didn’t sign up for 
this. 

Patients have had their plans can-
celed and their doctors are deemed out 
of network. They have fewer and worse 
choices than before. All the while, 
costs have skyrocketed with premiums 
and deductibles jumping by double dig-
its and triple digits in some cases. 

This failed law has hurt our econ-
omy, small-business owners, and fam-
ily farms while driving hundreds of 
thousands of jobs out of our commu-
nities. Small businesses are being 
crushed by ObamaCare and have either 
stopped hiring or dropped insurance 
coverage for their employees. The CBO 
estimated that ObamaCare will result 
in the loss of at least 2 million jobs. In 
fact, the number one complaint of 
small-business owners in my district 
throughout the last 6 years has been 
ObamaCare, and 70 percent of the new 
jobs are created by the small busi-
nesses in our community. 

One small-business owner, in fact, 
told me that she had to lay off nearly 
a dozen employees just to keep up with 
the cost of ObamaCare. Just think of 
looking at 12 families and saying: You 
have now lost the primary caregiver in 
your family just to keep up with 
ObamaCare mandates. 

Another family that I met with told 
me they had their insurance lost after 
being canceled three times, and now 
their options are either limited or 
unaffordable. 

Another independent, self-insured 
man with three children told me that 
he had an insurance plan, but he had no 
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health care, with a $12,000 annual de-
ductible. 

This is unfair and it is unsustainable 
for small-business owners, particularly 
those in the independent market. 

Hardworking middle class families in 
New York are being burdened with 
nearly the highest taxes in the Nation. 
New York is one of only four States 
that passes the State 50 percent share 
Medicaid burden onto the local tax-
payers. Twenty-five percent of the 
State’s obligation to cover Medicaid 
costs are forced onto struggling local 
governments already suffocating under 
unfunded mandates from the State. 
This has caused property and sales 
taxes to increase year after year, 
crushing the pocketbooks of even the 
most vulnerable taxpayers. 

In New York State, local taxpayers 
throughout our 63 counties will be 
forced to pay over $7.5 billion annually 
in this local share to support New 
York’s Medicaid program. New York’s 
Medicaid program is the largest in the 
Nation. In fiscal year 2018, the cost will 
be over $65 billion—over 42 percent of 
New York’s $152 billion proposed State 
budget. That is nearly the cost of the 
entire State of Florida’s State budget. 

Already, taxpayers in upstate and 
central New York are burdened with 
some of the highest combined property 
and sales tax in the country. Every 
penny that goes for this failing scheme 
is a penny less for our schools, our 
roads, care for our seniors, care for 
people with special needs, and actually 
the truly needy in our communities. 

There is a better way that won’t 
leave anyone behind. It is vitally im-
portant that we begin to repeal 
ObamaCare so we can provide relief for 
people across the country and the 
State. 

I am currently reviewing the Amer-
ican Health Care Act, a reform initia-
tive proposed to alleviate the pressures 
ObamaCare has put on patients, pro-
viders, and taxpayers. The proposals in 
the American Health Care Act will 
lower premiums by 10 percent, reduce 
taxes by $883 billion, and reduce the 
Federal deficit dollars by $337 billion. 
All are a significant step in the right 
direction. 

However, I will continue to listen to 
constituents in the 22nd District as the 
House carefully considers this legisla-
tion before we vote on it and any fu-
ture bills to improve and restore our 
healthcare system for all. 

Current and future taxpayers must 
not be saddled with further debt and 
taxes to pay for lower quality and less 
access to care. Any new initiative must 
enshrine the freedom to choose a plan 
tailored to each person and each fam-
ily. Any new initiative must include a 
competitive marketplace which pro-
vides better and broader options for 
families across all economic sectors. 
Any new initiative must protect sen-
iors and the truly needy in our society, 
because we do have an obligation and a 
desire to help them. 

But the status quo is unacceptable. 
ObamaCare is inefficient, ineffective, 

and tramples our precious liberties. 
We, as their duly elected representa-
tives, should do all in our power to pa-
tient-centered, cost-conscious, high- 
quality system of health care in this 
country. I will continue to fight for ev-
eryone in our communities. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleague from New York for 
her very candid remarks. As you can 
see, she touched on many important 
issues—the unfairness of the system 
that we have now, but also the impor-
tance of protecting our Medicaid safety 
net. 

What we have seen under the Afford-
able Care Act is that we have seen our 
safety nets eroded. We are diverting re-
sources away from the people that need 
them the most—the poor, the elderly, 
the blind, the disabled, children, and 
pregnant women—and we are pushing 
those resources to able-bodied men and 
women who do have the ability to 
work. 

It is important to recognize that our 
legislation is probably the largest enti-
tlement reform program in a genera-
tion. Our legislation puts Medicaid 
back on a budget for the first time in 
history. It provides enhanced flexi-
bility to the States to allow them to 
design effective and financially sound 
programs to meet their population’s 
unique needs. 

Our plan also ensures that Medicaid 
prioritizes care for the most vulner-
able, who it was originally intended 
for. We must do this because there are 
so many Americans, unfortunately, 
that have to depend on this safety net 
for their health care. 

I understand this. In my hometown, 
in my dental practice, I treated pa-
tients who relied on Medicaid for their 
healthcare coverage. It was an honor to 
take care of them and to have very real 
discussions about their healthcare 
needs. I understand this vulnerable 
population because they were a vital 
part of my practice, and it was truly 
my pleasure to take care of them. I un-
derstand the unique circumstances 
that cause many of these individuals to 
be on Medicaid and to need this valu-
able safety net. 

But we have to have an honest con-
versation about that. We have to be 
able to provide that safety net. And as 
we put more and more able-bodied men 
and women without children on that 
safety net, it is diverting resources 
away from those that need it the most. 
That is not right and that is not the 
American way. We are fighting to pro-
tect and strengthen this Nation’s 
healthcare safety net. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL). Dr. Mar-
shall knows firsthand about health 
care. He was a practicing OB/GYN, a 
board chairman of a hospital, and he 
has served our Nation in the United 
States Army. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I am 
so proud to stand shoulder to shoulder 
with people like my colleague, Dr. 
DREW FERGUSON, from Georgia. 

I am so proud to stand tonight with 
the President of the United States. I 
know that tonight Mr. Trump is speak-
ing loudly on behalf of our healthcare 
bill. Mr. Trump is ready to take the 
fight on with us who feel like we need 
to move this health care forward. 

I am not sure how many of you grew 
up without power steering in your ve-
hicles, but if you know anything about 
the lack of power steering—and I think 
back to the tractors I drove growing 
up, and that tractor, you could not 
turn that wheel until you started the 
tractor moving—or if you had a Ford 
truck or a Dodge truck or a Chevy 
truck and it didn’t have power steer-
ing, you couldn’t turn that truck until 
it started moving. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to get this 
bill moving. We have to move health 
care forward. I am so tired of the rhet-
oric of repeal and replace. I am telling 
you, my constituents sent me here to 
fix health care. Forget the political 
rhetoric. I am ready to fix health care. 
I am ready to stand shoulder to shoul-
der with Republicans, with Democrats, 
with people down the aisle, across the 
aisle, and with our President to get 
this healthcare bill passed. 

Unfortunately, ObamaCare has 
failed. When this first came about, I 
was so excited. I was hoping that this 
would be a healthcare bill that would 
work. But, unfortunately, it is true 
that this healthcare bill is dying very 
quickly. 

One-third of counties across this 
country no longer have a provider to 
take care of the exchange. My own 
State of Kansas is down to one pro-
vider. Today, even more insurance 
companies are bailing. This bill is 
dying. Doing nothing is simply not an 
option, Mr. Speaker. 

b 2045 
As I visited with thousands of pa-

tients over the last several years and 
thousands of my constituents, they 
said there are several things that they 
thought were important that we save 
from this healthcare bill, the Afford-
able Care Act, and I think we have 
done just that: 

Number one, we have protected the 
preexisting issue conditions; 

Number two, we are letting children 
stay on their parents’ health insurance 
until age 26; 

Number three, we are ensuring that 
women are not charged more for health 
insurance just because they are a 
woman; and 

Number four, we protected the 
doughnut hole and kept it closed for 
Medicare. 

So I think we have saved the best 
things of the Affordable Care Act. 

So what have we removed? Mr. 
Speaker, we removed almost $1 trillion 
of taxes. This is the most significant 
entitlement reform in our generation, 
the most significant entitlement re-
form since the 1960s started Medicaid. 

What can we expect out of this bill? 
We expect premiums to decrease by 

10 percent. 
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We expect to start reprioritizing 

Medicaid moneys. I want to make sure, 
Mr. Speaker, that we prioritize Med-
icaid moneys for those who need it the 
most: those with disabilities, children, 
and the elderly. And I want to make 
sure these people are at the front of the 
Medicaid line rather than at the end of 
the line. 

This country cannot afford to give 
Medicaid to able-bodied Americans. We 
need to prioritize the dollars that we 
have for those that need it the most. 

Mr. Speaker, we spent $580 billion 
last year on Medicaid. We are on our 
way to spending $1 trillion on Medicaid 
if we don’t do something soon. This 
country cannot afford to spend $1 tril-
lion on Medicaid. 

Mr. Speaker, these are only the first 
steps of bending the cost curve down-
ward for health care. We have to do 
more than just this bill. There are 
going to be more steps. 

I have complete faith in Dr. Tom 
Price, our new HHS Secretary, that he 
will be deregulating health care, which 
is the most regulated business in the 
country right now. Give Dr. Price 60, 90 
days to deregulate medicine and start 
encouraging competition, and we will 
start bending this cost curve down-
ward. 

We need to empower free markets. 
We need to empower States to have 
more local control. We are expanding 
healthcare savings accounts, but there 
are many more things we need to do. 
This is just the start of healthcare re-
form. 

This is the first chapter of a new 
book on healthcare reform. There are 
many more chapters to go. I cannot 
wait to improve health care, to im-
prove quality and start driving the cost 
curve downward. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you so much for 
allowing me the time to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with our President, as well 
as with Dr. DREW FERGUSON, who is 
representing the State of Georgia so 
proudly. I am so proud to be called his 
freshman colleague. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank Dr. MARSHALL for his strong 
remarks and pointing out and high-
lighting several important things. 

You know, one of the biggest things 
that we are fighting for as part of re-
pealing ObamaCare is that we are 
fighting for our personal freedom. 
Right now, Americans have the 
‘‘choice’’ of purchasing a government- 
mandated, one-size-fits-all product or 
paying a government-mandated pen-
alty. In almost a third of all U.S. coun-
ties, and many in my home State of 
Georgia, consumers don’t even have 
the choice between insurances to pur-
chase. This is not a choice. 

With the passage of the American 
Health Care Act, no longer will the 
Federal Government mandate that 
Americans purchase a product that 
they don’t want, because we believe 
that individuals should have the free-
dom to make their own choices. We un-
derstand the unique dignity of every 

human being. This dignity calls for 
self-determination and personal free-
dom, and we are fighting for that free-
dom. It is important. 

I want to thank all of my colleagues 
who have joined me tonight to share 
with our constituents more about what 
we are fighting for. 

First off, our legislation promotes 
personal freedom by eliminating the 
individual and employer mandates. 
Purchasing decisions should be left up 
to the consumer, not the Federal Gov-
ernment. Under our plan, no American 
is mandated to purchase a product that 
he or she does not want and cannot af-
ford. 

As I have shared, I have personal ex-
perience with how important the con-
versation between the patient and 
their doctor is. By almost doubling the 
cap on how much individuals can con-
tribute to their personal health savings 
accounts each year and expanding 
where those dollars can be used, our 
plan puts patients back at the center of 
the conversation with their doctor, and 
they remove all of the government bu-
reaucrats from the middle of that con-
versation. 

Health care is personal. It should be-
long to the patient and their 
healthcare provider—and no one else. 
That is where the most important deci-
sions are made. 

We are also working to strengthen 
our safety net to ensure that our vul-
nerable populations have continued ac-
cess to health care. Our plan returns 
power to the States with the biggest 
entitlement reform in a generation. 
Our legislation also protects Ameri-
cans with preexisting conditions, en-
suring that no one is unable to pur-
chase insurance because of an illness. 

ObamaCare is a complex tangle of 
regulations and Federal overreach. 
With every day that passes, Americans 
and businesses feel the growing weight 
of a healthcare system that is failing. 
But it is also irresponsible to return to 
a broken healthcare system that 
brought us ObamaCare. 

Tomorrow, we will take the next step 
in the open legislative process as my 
colleagues and I on the Budget Com-
mittee do our part to send the Amer-
ican Health Care Act to the floor of the 
House for a vote. I am excited to take 
this step, but I want to be clear that 
this is only one part of repeal and re-
form. We are doing all that we can, and 
we are going to continue to push for 
conservative solutions with this bill. 
But it is not the final vote that we will 
take. There are many steps to go. 

While it will take time and patience, 
I made a promise to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act and improve our 
healthcare system for all Americans. I 
am committed to this difficult road of 
building this healthcare system that 
puts patients first. The American peo-
ple deserve the hard work and political 
will it will take to do this the right 
way. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have 
been joined by my colleagues tonight 

and glad to hear their comments, and I 
know that you have been as well. I 
want to point out that my colleagues 
have done an outstanding job tonight, 
and I believe that they have made some 
very, very salient points, and articu-
lated reasons why we must step for-
ward and do all that we can to reform 
our American healthcare system. 

We have to control the cost. We have 
to do the things necessary to put pa-
tients back in control. And, Mr. Speak-
er, I have confidence that this body, 
along with our President and our col-
leagues in the Senate, can do that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ROAD TRIP CAMARADERIE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

ARRINGTON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. O’ROURKE) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, it is 
great to be here tonight. I just traveled 
with my good friend, close colleague, 
and fellow Texan—and your fellow 
Texan—WILL HURD, who started with 
me in San Antonio, Texas, yesterday at 
7 a.m., San Antonio time, where we, be-
cause of the inclement weather on the 
East Coast and because of his canceled 
flight and the possibility that mine 
might also be canceled, decided to rent 
a car in San Antonio and drive it here 
to Washington, D.C., in time for votes 
this evening that started at 6:30 east-
ern standard time. 

That road trip in a Chevy Impala, 
rented in San Antonio, took us from 
San Antonio to Austin, to San Marcos, 
to Dallas, to Waco, to Texarkana, and 
then into Little Rock in Arkansas, 
over into Tennessee—cities including 
Memphis, Nashville, and Johnson 
City—and then through Virginia, 36 
hours total, 31 of them either driving 
or at a pit stop fueling up on gas or 
grabbing a sandwich. 

Mr. Speaker, there were really two 
reasons to do this. One was to make 
sure that we could get to work and not 
allow the weather delays or flight can-
cellations to stop us from doing the 
jobs that we were elected to do on be-
half of the people that we represent, 
but the other reason was for a Demo-
crat and a Republican to get together, 
get to know each other, understand the 
issues before this Congress from each 
other’s perspective, and see if we 
couldn’t find some common ground. 

In addition, because each of us so 
deeply believes in transparency and ac-
countability, we allowed the people 
that we represent to join us on that 
trip. We live-streamed the entire jour-
ney on Facebook Live, with thousands 
of people from all over this country 
submitting their questions, their com-
ments, their suggestions, their advice, 
their guidance, including where to get 
the best doughnut at midnight in Mem-
phis, Tennessee—which turns out to be 
Gibson’s Donuts—where Mr. HURD from 
Texas and I had a chance to meet some 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:29 Mar 16, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15MR7.039 H15MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2079 March 15, 2017 
of the folks who make those doughnuts 
and some of the folks who eat them. It 
was one of the best parts of the trip. 

Mr. Speaker, I am just so grateful 
that there is an opportunity, despite 
the deep divisions between our two par-
ties at times and despite the impera-
tive to raise money, to campaign, to 
spend time away from each other, un-
derstandably, with our families or lis-
tening to our constituents back in our 
home districts. Mr. Speaker, I am so 
grateful that we had a chance to spend 
some time together getting to know 
each other, getting to talk about the 
issues that are important to the people 
we represent and to this country at 
large. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I yield to 
my friend from Texas (Mr. HURD), the 
gentleman who represents the 23rd 
Congressional District. 

Mr. HURD. I would like to thank the 
Speaker, and I thank the gentleman 
from Texas for yielding. 

One of my favorite quotes is from 
Teddy Roosevelt. He says: ‘‘Far better 
it is to dare mighty things, to win glo-
rious triumphs, even though checkered 
by failure, than to take rank with 
those poor spirits who neither enjoy 
much nor suffer much, because they 
live in the gray twilight that knows 
neither victory nor defeat.’’ 

The gentleman from Texas and I had 
a great 31 hours—I guess, 36 hours, 31 of 
it being in a vehicle. It was fun, and it 
was like going on a road trip with my 
buddy having a good time, but it was 
more impactful for that. 

Actually, I think I am going through 
separation anxiety. I want to know 
what Sarah is doing right now, or 
Carol. They were with us late last 
night in those last 3 hours of our trip 
when we were tired and hungry and 
ready to go to sleep. But these are 
folks that we didn’t know—and I didn’t 
even know what part of the country 
they were in—that kept us going, and 
it was because of their excitement 
about what we were doing that kept us 
going. 

b 2100 
We talked many times about how 

this was an opportunity. In the press, 
in the media, we focus on the things 
that divide us, not the things that 
unite us; and it was a great oppor-
tunity to show that there is a lot be-
tween Republicans and Democrats that 
brings us together. It was great. We 
didn’t always agree, and we show that 
we could disagree without being dis-
agreeable. 

My heart was warmed. At the begin-
ning of the trip, some of the responses 
to our trip were mean-spirited. By the 
end of it, I think people understood and 
recognized what we were trying to do, 
and they valued that. 

I hope that this trip—and the re-
sponse that the American people across 
these great States—showed, as an ex-
ample to our colleagues, that biparti-
sanship is a real thing; that people care 
and want to see folks working together 
and to stop retreating to their tired 
corners and instead try to talk about 
what we need to do to do the work of 
the American people. 

I got to learn a lot about the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. O’ROURKE), a 
person I would like to be able to call 
my friend, a battle buddy now, having 
spent so much time in a Chevy Impala 
with him. I still question why he posi-
tions himself so close to the steering 
wheel when he drives, but I think that 
is one of the things that another trip 
may have to help figure out. 

Really, to all of those who watched, 
listened, shared, enjoyed, and made 
comments, thank you. Thank you be-
cause this was a truly wonderful expe-
rience and it made the entire trip 
worth it. 

We made it on time. We actually got 
here early, which we weren’t expecting, 
and that is because of my good friend 
from the great State of Texas’ (Mr. 
O’ROURKE) discipline and tenacity 
going from point A to point B. We were 
able to do our job today, and we just 
want to say thank you to those who 
helped us do that. 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, our 
journey began after picking up the car 
at the rental lot at 5:00 a.m. with a 
breakfast at Mi Tierra cafe in San An-
tonio where we were presented by the 
staff there with this pinata, which be-
came our mascot along the way. So, 
Mr. Speaker, I want to make sure that 
you and our colleagues tonight have a 
chance to see this. 

Perhaps, on the more whimsical side, 
there was some discussion amongst my 
friend from Texas (Mr. HURD) and those 
who joined us on the journey virtually 
through the Livestream about trying 
to encourage more Members of Con-
gress from both sides of the aisle in a 
way that would allow them to take 
time with each other, to get to know 
each other, to listen to each other and, 
yes, to talk about serious policy issues, 
but also to find out a little bit about 
who they are, where they came from, 
what excites them about their service, 
their families, the communities that 
they represent. And that allows for 
what I hope will be a more close, pro-
ductive, and effective working rela-
tionship on behalf of the people we 
serve. 

Despite the obvious talent, Mr. 
Speaker, in this Chamber, Members 
that I have had the pleasure to get to 
know over the last 4 years that I have 
been here who hail from all parts of the 
country, from all backgrounds, who are 
among the best and brightest in their 
communities, who are here to do the 
right thing, to deliver for their con-
stituents and to put this country first. 
It is interesting that, despite that, we 
haven’t been able to get many of the 
big things accomplished for this coun-
try. We can think about things like 
comprehensive immigration reform or 
comprehensive tax reform, for that 
matter, or educational and healthcare 
reforms that are going to impact every 
single family and every single one of 
the communities that we represent. 

I think part of the reason is that we 
need to reform the institution itself. 
And those reforms could take the form 
of comprehensive campaign finance re-
form or ending gerrymandering of dis-

tricts and having a national congres-
sional redistricting committee that is 
nonpartisan that draws those lines on 
rational, logical bases. Or we could 
have term limits for Members of Con-
gress so that you can’t serve in what 
turns out to be perpetuity for the polit-
ical life of a community and have some 
faith in the talent and the leadership 
that is produced in that community 
that we all represent. 

Those are things that are going to be 
tough to do, let’s admit it. Some of 
them require amendments to our Con-
stitution. 

Where we could start, Mr. Speaker, is 
just spending some time with each 
other, taking a road trip, playing a 
game of basketball, going out on a run, 
having a cup of coffee, having lunch to-
gether. As my friend from Texas (Mr. 
HURD) says that too often we are in our 
own corners. And on our side, maybe 
that is in meetings about how to mes-
sage those good things that we want to 
do for the American public or outside 
of this Chamber and away from our of-
ficial responsibilities raising the re-
sources in order to get reelected or to 
get our colleagues from the same party 
reelected. 

Those are understandable and, yes, I 
think, necessary things to do, but 
sometimes we do them to the exclusion 
of what is even more important and 
necessary and, that is, getting to know 
each other, being able to work with 
each other, and solving the problems 
and capitalizing on the opportunities 
that face this country. 

For whatever it is worth, 36 hours 
later, I feel like I have the opportunity 
to do that with my friend from Texas. 
What I would like him to do, if he 
would, is to share with us and with 
you, Mr. Speaker, some of those issues 
that we talked about and some of the 
takeaways or the conclusions or the 
things that we shared and learned. 

I am going to tell you, at the outset, 
to set your expectations, we didn’t 
solve all of these problems. And we 
didn’t even come necessarily to com-
mon agreement on all of the big issues, 
but we definitely heard each other’s 
perspective. In some cases, we defi-
nitely moved a little bit in the posi-
tions that we started with. And I will 
say that I learned a lot. 

I learned a lot about Mr. HURD, his 
background, his perspective, getting to 
talk to his dad, his sister, and his 
brother who all called in while we were 
traveling across the country. But I 
learned about those things that shape 
his views on the issues that he and I 
both care about and why, in some 
cases, he sees a different means to get-
ting to the same goal that I want to 
get to and that the people I represent 
want to get to. 

There were a number of issues that 
we tackled and discussed. 

I yield to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. HURD) to share some of those 
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issues we discussed with you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. O’ROURKE) and 
I have spent the last 2 years working 
on a number of projects together. We 
have worked on the bilateral relation-
ship between the United States and 
Mexico. We have worked on border se-
curity together. We have worked on 
trade. We have worked on support to 
veterans and those in our military. In 
the last 36 hours, I learned that there is 
a broader set of issues that we can 
work together. 

He got me to a point where I recog-
nize that something like a hiring freeze 
may not be the most efficient way. I 
think one of the folks that were watch-
ing the live feeds over the last 36 hours 
said: Let’s use a scalpel rather than a 
sledgehammer. I think that is pretty 
good advice. 

He recognized that having the ability 
to get someone out of the government 
who is not performing to the level that 
we need them to perform needs to be 
done in an efficient and quick manner. 
This is one example of how, in our posi-
tions, we realized we agreed on more 
than we probably thought from the 
outset. 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
O’ROURKE) prides himself and has been 
really a champion of veterans in the 
great State of Texas as well as the rest 
of the country. The only time I saw 
him get a more passionate look or a 
bigger smile on his face was when he 
was talking about doughnuts or his 
wife, actually. Seeing him talk to his 
lovely wife and his children and see his 
face light up was really amazing and 
heartwarming. 

So I hope that our colleagues learn 
that what we found out in the last 36 
hours is that working together is not a 
dirty phrase. Bipartisanship is not a 
dirty word; that people are going to ac-
tually reward you for thinking and 
reaching beyond your perceived limits. 
That is one of my takeaways from the 
last 36 hours. 

So if you all live in the State of New 
York, instead of taking a plane back, 
rent a car—Dollar Rent A Car has some 
pretty good Chevy Impalas—and drive 
back to New York City together and 
talk about these conversations. If you 
take a train, sit next to each other and 
have that conversation. Include the 
folks that are sitting in the chairs 
around you, if you feel so inclined. 
These are the first steps we can do in 
order to take on these big issues and 
these big challenges. 

When the 435 people in the House of 
Representatives raised their hand and 
got sworn in and the 100 Members of 
the Senate raised their hands and got 
sworn in, they took on this task of 
coming to this august body in order to 
do big things to help this country. I 
don’t doubt that the 535 people who 
make up this Congress believe that this 
is truly the greatest Nation in the 
world, and they want to do everything 
they can to advance its cause. 

So we have to, if we are going to 
solve these big problems, we have to do 
it together, plain and simple. The 
American people want us to do it to-
gether. And I think we got a taste of 
that over the last 36 hours, and it is 
something that will stick with me, and 
it is something that I am looking for-
ward to working with the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. O’ROURKE) from the 
great city of El Paso in the next days 
and weeks. 

One of the things that I learned from 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
O’ROURKE) was he is very good at 
thanking people. He is very good at 
thanking his team. He is very good at 
thanking people that have helped us, 
and I want to thank our teams. 

The folks that make up the gentle-
man’s staff and my team, they stayed 
up longer than we did. They had to deal 
probably with more pressures than we 
did. Rachel Holland in my office, 
Nancy Pack, Stoney Burke, Matthew 
Haskins, these are some members of 
my team. Callie Strock, I know, in her 
new position, worked really hard to get 
things done. Chris Malen is one of the 
new members of my team. Austin 
Agrella did so much. They were excited 
to be a part of this. Eliezer Flores is 
someone who was so excited, and I 
think the first person who we saw when 
we got back. These were the people 
who enabled us to take away these les-
sons over the last 36 hours. 

To those who watched, shared, asked 
a question, who responded or answered 
a question for us because the feed was 
going too fast, thank you. Thank you 
for an amazing experience. I am look-
ing forward to the next trip. Hopefully 
there is one before the Congress Can-
nonball Run of 2018. 

I think that it is incumbent upon the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. O’ROURKE) 
and I to be a team again and see if 
there are others who can beat us in a 
race from San Antonio, Texas, to 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the op-
portunity to hold this Special Order 
session. This is my first time partici-
pating in a Special Order session, but I 
think it was justified for such a special 
occasion that means so much to me. 

I would like to thank the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. O’ROURKE) for his firm 
grasp on the steering wheel, his will-
ingness to go and do things that hadn’t 
been done before, and for his friend-
ship. 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I will 
conclude by joining the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. HURD) in thanking the 
teams that made this possible in our 
office, led by David Wysong, my chief 
of staff; John Meza, who manned the 
communications; Samantha Stiles, 
chief of logistics, also known as our 
scheduler; Cynthia Cano, our district 
director back in El Paso; and everyone 
who works with them. 

As my friend says, I also want to 
thank the tens of thousands of people 
who participated in this over the 
course of the last 36 hours. Some folks 

tuned in and they had to tune out be-
cause they had to go to work, take care 
of a kid, get some sleep, or they were 
just bored by what we were doing. But 
they understood the premise was that 
we were not able or, in the gentleman 
from Texas’ (Mr. HURD) case, his flight 
was canceled into Washington, D.C., 
because of the weather—I feared that 
mine might as well be—and that we 
rented a car and that we had to be in 
Washington, D.C., after leaving San 
Antonio at 7:00 a.m., by 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday in order to be there and 
vote and represent the interest of our 
constituency. If we are to be honest 
with each other, it was touch and go 
for a little while. We ran into a two- 
hour pileup just south of Waco when we 
were still in Texas. 

My friend from Texas (Mr. HURD) has 
a penchant for getting to know a town 
and wanting to spend some time in a 
coffee shop talking to the owner about 
the art of making coffee and the philos-
ophy that accompanies that. It is a fas-
cinating conversation to be sure, but it 
added precious minutes that I and 
many of our viewers felt we could not 
spare. 

b 2015 

Yet, working together, balancing my 
friend’s natural curiosity and interests 
in the communities in which we were 
traveling, and my desperation to get to 
Washington, D.C., in time to cast our 
votes, we were able to arrive in 36 
hours. Thirty-six hours total travel 
time we were able to arrive with al-
most 30 minutes to spare, which if you 
consider the context, the amount of 
hours, the 1,600-plus miles traveled, 
that is a remarkable feat. 

Look, I don’t want to take too much 
from this, but I think we might be able 
to find some encouragement that two 
Members working their way across the 
largest State in the lower 48, and then 
through Arkansas, Tennessee, and Vir-
ginia, were able together to make deci-
sions necessary to ensure that we were 
able to get to our destination in time, 
get our job done, and represent those 
people that we serve. 

That, for some reason, Mr. Speaker, 
was interesting to people. We had thou-
sands watching us, newspapers fol-
lowing, broadcast stations carrying the 
feed from our car. 

Why? 
Because—and it shouldn’t be this 

way—this is such an unusual event for 
a Republican and Democrat, not to file 
a bill together—that happens fairly 
often and I am grateful for that—but to 
sit down and enjoy each other’s com-
pany, learn from each other, and take 
on the challenge of driving these 1,600 
miles together. 

I did not know my friend from Texas 
as well as I do now, 36 hours later, and 
I didn’t know how this was going to 
turn out. 

Were we going to be able to stand 
each other’s company? Were we going 
to be able to take each other’s driving? 
Were we going to be able to make the 
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compromises necessary to decide where 
to eat, when to stop, when to sleep, and 
how to get there? 

Imperfectly, yet satisfactorily, we 
were able to do that, ultimately get 
here on time. 

We both thought as we finished votes 
this evening—because we got here in 
time to cast those votes and went back 
to our office to thank our staffs. As we 
were doing that, we thought that we 
owe it to each other, to our colleagues 
with whom we work, all 435 of us, to 
say that both of us want to do every-
thing we can to build on this experi-
ence, to share it with you, to thank 
those from the constituencies that we 
represent and from across the United 
States who shared that journey with 
us, who ensured that we had our seat-
belts on, that my eyes were on the 
road, that we were able to get some 
sleep in Nashville. 

I want to thank everyone who had a 
part in this, and I just want to thank 
this Chamber and those who sent me 
here for this very high honor of being 
able to serve. It was really an amazing 
experience, and I am going to use it to 
the best of my ability to serve my con-
stituents to the best of my ability, and 
make common cause with as many of 
my colleagues that are here in this 
Chamber. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield again to my 
friend from Texas. 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
just thank a couple more people. I 
would like to thank my girlfriend, 
Lynlie Wallace, for being supportive of 
many of my shenanigans. She supports 
me in these efforts, and I am grateful 
for that. 

I would like to thank Tyler Lowe, 
Jon Arnold, and my district staff. If it 
wasn’t for them, we never would have 
kicked off at 0700 from Mi Tierra Res-
taurant. They got us on the right path. 
So it truly has been a good time. 

I think the gentleman from Texas 
and I are ready for some shuteye. I do 
not know how many times a Special 
Order has been done between a Repub-
lican and a Democrat. We will have to 
ask the Parliamentarian after this, but 
hopefully this is the first of many. 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to again thank my friend from Texas 
for joining me tonight on the floor of 
the House for his words, and for taking 
the chance in driving across much of 
the country with me to get here and 
making sure that we could fulfill our 
responsibilities; and not just the imme-
diate responsibility of getting here in 
time to vote, which we were able to do, 
but our responsibility to find a way to 
work with each other across party 
lines and address the important issues 
before this country that are going to be 
critical for this country’s future suc-
cess and the well-being of those that 
we represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think it is any 
accident that the Speaker pro tempore 
tonight is also from Texas. I think this 
is a good moment for our State. I think 
this is a good moment for this Con-

gress. I think this is a chance to 
strengthen the institution, and I am 
grateful for the opportunity to serve 
here. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today on account of in-
clement weather. 

Mr. PAYNE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of med-
ical condition. 

Mr. RUSH (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today through March 24 on 
account of death in the family. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 21 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, March 16, 2017, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 1309. A bill to streamline the of-
fice and term of the Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration, 
and for other purposes (Rept. 115–37). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARPER: Committee on House Admin-
istration. House Resolution 173. Resolution 
providing for the expenses of certain com-
mittees of the House of Representatives in 
the One Hundred Fifteenth Congress (Rept. 
115–38). Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. BUCK: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 198. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1259) to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to provide for 
the removal or demotion of employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs based on per-
formance or misconduct, and for other pur-
poses; providing for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 1367) to improve the authority of the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to hire and re-
tain physicians and other employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes; and providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1181) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to clarify the conditions 
under which certain persons may be treated 
as adjudicated mentally incompetent for cer-
tain purposes (Rept. 115–39). Referred to the 
House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. TIPTON (for himself, Mr. 
MULLIN, Mr. COLE, Mr. CÁRDENAS, 

and Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico): 

H.R. 1528. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 in order to fulfill the Fed-
eral mandate to provide higher educational 
opportunities for Native American Indians; 
to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce. 

By Mr. SANFORD (for himself and Mr. 
MEADOWS): 

H.R. 1529. A bill to prohibit the Secretary 
of the Treasury from using extraordinary 
measures to prevent the Government from 
reaching the statutory debt limit, or using 
extraordinary measures once such limit has 
been reached, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ISSA (for himself, Mr. WALKER, 
Mr. ROYCE of California, Mrs. CARO-
LYN B. MALONEY of New York, Mr. 
HULTGREN, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, 
Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. SANFORD, Mr. 
BABIN, Ms. BROWNLEY of California, 
Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 
QUIGLEY, Mr. POE of Texas, Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT, Mr. POLIS, Mr. 
DELANEY, Mr. KING of New York, Mr. 
ROSS, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr. ABRAHAM, 
Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. HURD, Mr. 
WALBERG, Mr. BRIDENSTINE, Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina, Mr. MCHENRY, 
Mr. BEYER, and Mr. JORDAN): 

H.R. 1530. A bill to amend securities, com-
modities, and banking laws to make the in-
formation reported to financial regulatory 
agencies electronically searchable, to enable 
RegTech applications, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committee on 
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself, 
Mr. BEYER, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Ms. 
JUDY CHU of California, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mr. KEATING, Mr. MCNER-
NEY, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. PASCRELL, and 
Mr. POCAN): 

H.R. 1531. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the use of 
funds in the Hazardous Substance Superfund 
for the purposes for which they were col-
lected, to ensure adequate resources for the 
cleanup of hazardous substances under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, Energy and Commerce, and the Budget, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BYRNE (for himself, Mr. GAETZ, 
Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. BROOKS of Ala-
bama, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, and 
Mr. ROGERS of Alabama): 

H.R. 1532. A bill to reaffirm that certain 
land has been taken into trust for the benefit 
of the Poarch Band of Creek Indians, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Ms. CLARKE of New York: 
H.R. 1533. A bill to provide for further com-

prehensive research at the National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and Stroke on 
unruptured intracranial aneurysms; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mrs. DINGELL: 
H.R. 1534. A bill to establish a program 

that provides dislocated workers with a sub-
sidy or coupon that may be applied towards 
obtaining broadband Internet access service, 
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and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. ESTY (for herself and Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut): 

H.R. 1535. A bill to amend the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act to designate certain seg-
ments of the Farmington River and Salmon 
Brook in the State of Connecticut as compo-
nents of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK: 
H.R. 1536. A bill to prioritize the payment 

of pay and allowances to members of the 
Armed Forces and Federal law enforcement 
officers in the event the debt ceiling is 
reached or there is a funding gap; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, Armed Services, and the 
Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. GARRETT (for himself and Mr. 
JORDAN): 

H.R. 1537. A bill to restore Second Amend-
ment rights in the District of Columbia; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

By Mr. GRIFFITH (for himself, Mr. 
GARRETT, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. 
MULLIN, and Mrs. HARTZLER): 

H.R. 1538. A bill to amend the Federal 
Power Act to require the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission to minimize in-
fringement on the exercise and enjoyment of 
property rights in issuing hydropower li-
censes, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GUTHRIE (for himself and Ms. 
MATSUI): 

H.R. 1539. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize a program 
for early detection, diagnosis, and treatment 
regarding deaf and hard-of-hearing newborns, 
infants, and young children; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. HILL (for himself and Mr. 
PITTENGER): 

H.R. 1540. A bill to help individuals receiv-
ing disability insurance benefits under title 
II of the Social Security Act obtain rehabili-
tative services and return to the workforce, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Ms. JENKINS of Kansas: 
H.R. 1541. A bill to authorize the Secretary 

of the Interior to acquire certain property 
related to the Fort Scott National Historic 
Site in Fort Scott, Kansas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio (for himself, 
Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mrs. 
WALORSKI, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. ROYCE of California, 
Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. SMITH of New Jer-
sey, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr. WENSTRUP, 
Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. KIND, Mrs. DINGELL, 
Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico, 
Mr. YARMUTH, and Mr. PASCRELL): 

H.R. 1542. A bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to cover physician serv-
ices delivered by podiatric physicians to en-
sure access by Medicaid beneficiaries to ap-
propriate quality foot and ankle care, to 
amend title XVIII of such Act to modify the 
requirements for diabetic shoes to be in-
cluded under Medicare, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on 

Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for 
himself and Mr. KIND): 

H.R. 1543. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to expand tax credit education and 
training for small businesses that engage in 
research and development, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and in addition to the Committee on Small 
Business, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. KINZINGER (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mr. BANKS of Indiana, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. CONYERS, 
Mr. HUNTER, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Ms. 
STEFANIK, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. 
REICHERT, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, 
Mr. GALLAGHER, and Mr. WELCH): 

H.R. 1544. A bill to amend the Afghan Al-
lies Protection Act of 2009 to make 2,500 
visas available for the Afghan Special Immi-
grant Visa program, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire (for 
herself, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. BERGMAN, 
and Ms. BROWNLEY of California): 

H.R. 1545. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify the authority of the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to disclose cer-
tain patient information to State controlled 
substance monitoring programs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. LOEBSACK: 
H.R. 1546. A bill to direct the Federal Com-

munications Commission to establish a 
methodology for the collection by the Com-
mission of mobile service coverage data; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. MCSALLY (for herself, Mr. 
GOSAR, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. FRANKS 
of Arizona, Mr. BIGGS, Ms. SINEMA, 
Mr. O’HALLERAN, and Mr. GALLEGO): 

H.R. 1547. A bill to provide for the 
unencumbering of title to non-Federal land 
owned by the city of Tucson, Arizona, for 
purposes of economic development by con-
veyance of the Federal reversionary interest 
to the City; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mr. O’ROURKE: 
H.R. 1548. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-

tion Campaign Act of 1971 to require all po-
litical committees to notify the Federal 
Election Commission within 48 hours of re-
ceiving cumulative contributions of $1,000 or 
more from any contributor during a calendar 
year, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. 

By Mr. PERLMUTTER: 
H.R. 1549. A bill to authorize certain pri-

vate rights of action under the Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act of 1977 for violations that 
damage certain businesses, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on the Judiciary, and Financial Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. REICHERT (for himself, Mr. 
LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. MEEHAN, 
Mr. KIND, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. RENACCI, Ms. SLAUGHTER, 
Mr. LANCE, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. COLLINS of New York, Mr. 
DEFAZIO, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. PAS-
CRELL, Mr. POCAN, Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. 
RYAN of Ohio, Mr. SWALWELL of Cali-

fornia, Ms. DELAURO, Ms. SHEA-POR-
TER, Mr. KING of New York, Miss RICE 
of New York, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. BOST, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. KILMER, Mr. 
COLE, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. FRELING-
HUYSEN, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. GOOD-
LATTE, Ms. ESTY, and Mrs. 
WALORSKI): 

H.R. 1550. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase and make per-
manent the exclusion for benefits provided 
to volunteer firefighters and emergency 
medical responders; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RICE of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. DUN-
CAN of South Carolina, Mr. MARCH-
ANT, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Ms. 
SINEMA, Mr. VEASEY, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. WILSON of 
South Carolina, Mr. ROGERS of Ala-
bama, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. BISHOP of 
Georgia, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. CLY-
BURN, Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia, 
Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Mr. PAUL-
SEN, Mr. SANFORD, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. 
GOWDY, and Mr. FERGUSON): 

H.R. 1551. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the credit for 
production from advanced nuclear power fa-
cilities; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. ROSS: 
H.R. 1552. A bill to preserve open competi-

tion and Federal Government neutrality to-
wards the labor relations of Federal Govern-
ment contractors on Federal and federally 
funded construction projects, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio: 
H.R. 1553. A bill to award a Congressional 

Gold Medal to all United States nationals 
who voluntarily joined the Canadian and 
British armed forces and their supporting en-
tities during World War Two, in recognition 
of their dedicated service; to the Committee 
on Financial Services, and in addition to the 
Committee on House Administration, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. WALBERG (for himself, Mrs. 
DINGELL, and Mr. MOONEY of West 
Virginia): 

H.R. 1554. A bill to include information 
concerning a patient’s opioid addiction in 
certain medical records; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. WALBERG (for himself, Mr. 
ELLISON, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, and Mr. 
CÁRDENAS): 

H.R. 1555. A bill to restore the integrity of 
the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, Ways and Means, and Financial Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BANKS of Indiana (for himself 
and Mr. JONES): 

H.J. Res. 89. A joint resolution to authorize 
the use of United States Armed Forces 
against al-Qaeda, the Taliban, the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria, successor organiza-
tions, and associated forces; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. GOODLATTE (for himself, Mr. 
BEYER, Mr. BRAT, Mrs. COMSTOCK, 
Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. 
GRIFFITH, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr. SCOTT 
of Virginia, Mr. TAYLOR, and Mr. 
WITTMAN): 

H. Con. Res. 33. Concurrent resolution des-
ignating the George C. Marshall Museum and 
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George C. Marshall Research Library in Lex-
ington, Virginia, as the National George C. 
Marshall Museum and Library; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. HOLDING (for himself, Mr. 
CONNOLLY, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Ms. 
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. NUNES, Mrs. 
RADEWAGEN, Mr. KIND, Mr. KILMER, 
Mr. COOPER, Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY 
of Florida, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr. COURT-
NEY, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, 
Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, Mr. HIGGINS of New York, 
and Ms. SPEIER): 

H. Res. 199. A resolution recognizing the 
self determination of Gibraltar to determine 
its status as a British Overseas Territory; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. TIPTON: 
H.R. 1528. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion, specifically clause 1 (relating to the 
power of Congress to provide for the general 
welfare of the United States) and clause 18) 
relating to the power to make all laws nec-
essary and proper for carrying out the pow-
ers vested in Congress). 

By Mr. SANFORD: 
H.R. 1529. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. ISSA: 

H.R. 1530. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 Clause 3 
The Congress shall have power to regulate 

commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several states, and with the Indian 
tribes. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER: 
H.R. 1531. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution, 

provides that ‘‘Congress shall have Power to 
lay and collect Taxes . . .’’. 

By Mr. BYRNE: 
H.R. 1532. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to Article I, 

Section 8 which grants Congress the power 
to regulate Commerce with the Indian 
Tribes. 

This bill is enacted pursuant to Article II, 
Section 2, Clause 2 in order the enforce trea-
ties made between the United States and 
several Indian Tribes. 

By Ms. CLARKE of New York: 
H.R. 1533. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
the power granted to Congress under Arti-

cle I of the United States Constitution and it 
subsequent amendments, and further clari-
fied and interpreted by the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 

By Mrs. DINGELL: 
H.R. 1534. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section VIII 

By Ms. ESTY: 
H.R. 1535. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of Section 8 on Article I of the 

Constitution 
By Mr. FITZPATRICK: 

H.R. 1536. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 

By Mr. GARRETT: 
H.R. 1537. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The United States Constitution, Article 1, 

Section 8, Clause 17 
By Mr. GRIFFITH: 

H.R. 1538. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
By Mr. GUTHRIE: 

H.R. 1539. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. HILL: 
H.R. 1540. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Ms. JENKINS of Kansas: 

H.R. 1541. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion, specifically clause 1 (relating to the 
power of Congress to provide for the general 
welfare of the United States) and clause 18 
(relating to the power to make all laws nec-
essary and proper for carrying out the pow-
ers vested in Congress), and Article IV, sec-
tion 3, clause 2 (relating to the power of Con-
gress to dispose of and make all needful rules 
and regulations respecting the territory or 
other property belonging to the United 
States). 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio: 
H.R. 1542. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania: 

H.R. 1543. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Article I Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. KINZINGER: 
H.R. 1544. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire: 

H.R. 1545. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-

tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of’’ 

By Mr. LOEBSACK: 
H.R. 1546. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the US Constitution 

By Ms. MCSALLY: 
H.R. 1547. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1: The Congress 

shall have Power to lay and collect Taxes, 
Duties, Imports and Excises, to pay the 
Debts and provide for the common Defence 
and general Welfare of the United States. 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 
laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department of Officer 
thereof. 

Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2: The Con-
gress shall have Power to dispose of and 
make all needful Rules and Regulations re-
specting the Territory or other Property be-
longing to the United States. 

By Mr. O’ROURKE: 
H.R. 1548. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 4 of Article I of the Constitution: 
The times, places and manner of holding 

elections for Senators and Representatives, 
shall be prescribed in each state by the legis-
lature thereof; but the Congress may at any 
time by law make or alter such regulations, 
except as to the places of choosing Senators. 

By Mr. PERLMUTTER: 
H.R. 1549. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 9, Clause 8 

By Mr. REICHERT: 
H.R. 1550. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
‘‘Article I, Section 8, Clause 1: The Con-

gress shall have Power to lay and collect 
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay 
the Debts and provide for the common 
Defence and general Welfare of the United 
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises 
shall be uniform throughout the United 
States.’’ 

By Mr. RICE of South Carolina: 
H.R. 1551. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1. The Congress 

shall have power to lay and collect taxes, du-
ties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts 
and provide for the common defense and gen-
eral welfare of the United States; but all du-
ties, imposts and excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States. 

By Mr. ROSS: 
H.R. 1552. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio: 
H.R. 1553. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8: To make all Laws 

which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, 
or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

By Mr. WALBERG: 
H.R. 1554. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clauses 3 and 18 of the 

United States Constitution 
By Mr. WALBERG: 

H.R. 1555. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 9 of the Con-

stitution of the United States; the power to 
constitute Tribunals inferior to the Supreme 
Court. 

The purpose of the bill is to amend the 
civil asset forfeiture procedures and Section 
8, Clause 9 extends to Congress the power to 
create inferior courts and to make rules of 
procedure and evidence for such courts. 

By Mr. BANKS of Indiana: 
H.J. Res. 89. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 11, the Congress 

has the power to declare war. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 30: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. 
H.R. 38: Mr. LONG. 
H.R. 249: Mr. GARRETT. 
H.R. 256: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 275: Mr. SMUUCKER. 
H.R. 303: Mr. COURTNEY and Mr. BISHOP of 

Michigan. 
H.R. 305: Ms. PLASKETT. 
H.R. 354: Mr. GOODLATTE and Mr. FER-

GUSON. 
H.R. 371: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama and Mr. 

ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 391: Mr. HENSARLING. 
H.R. 392: Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. AL GREEN of 

Texas, Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr. BACON, 
Mr. ROYCE of California, Mr. HILL, Mr. 
KEATING, Mr. BERA, and Mrs. CAROLYN B. 
MALONEY of New York. 

H.R. 426: Mr. DENT. 
H.R. 427: Ms. SLAUGHTER. 
H.R. 490: Mr. MEADOWS. 
H.R. 502: Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. CUMMINGS, 

Mr. DEFAZIO, Miss RICE of New York, Mr. 
LIPINSKI, Mr. NEAL, Mr. HIMES, Mr. SCHRA-
DER, and Ms. SPEIER. 

H.R. 613: Mr. VISCLOSKY. 
H.R. 632: Mr. ROYCE of California, Mr. 

MEEKS, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, and Mr. CART-
WRIGHT. 

H.R. 644: Mr. GOODLATTE, Mr. MESSER, Mr. 
BUCSHON, and Mr. SMUUCKER. 

H.R. 672: Mr. GIBBS and Mr. CHABOT. 
H.R. 721: Mr. POLIQUIN, Mr. KING of Iowa, 

Mr. HARRIS, and Mr. MARSHALL. 
H.R. 739: Mr. EVANS, Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-

fornia, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and Mr. 
ELLISON. 

H.R. 747: Mr. VALADAO, Mr. SANFORD, Mr. 
WILLIAMS, and Ms. STEFANIK. 

H.R. 757: Mrs. COMSTOCK and Mr. SHERMAN. 

H.R. 765: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 794: Ms. ESTY, Mr. HECK, Mr. NOR-

CROSS, Miss RICE of New York, Mr. ENGEL, 
Mr. POCAN, Mr. POLIS, Mr. SWALWELL of Cali-
fornia, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. NORTON, Ms. WIL-
SON of Florida, and Mr. WALZ. 

H.R. 804: Mr. DELANEY, Mr. GALLEGO, Mrs. 
TORRES, and Mr. PANETTA. 

H.R. 807: Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
LEVIN, Mr. ROUZER, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, 
and Mr. GUTHRIE. 

H.R. 816: Mrs. COMSTOCK. 
H.R. 898: Mr. COFFMAN. 
H.R. 909: Mr. CUELLAR and Mr. LAWSON of 

Florida. 
H.R. 911: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 916: Mrs. COMSTOCK. 
H.R. 918: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 1002: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 1006: Mr. HASTINGS. 
H.R. 1017: Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. ROE of Ten-

nessee, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, 
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. PASCRELL, and 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 

H.R. 1057: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, Mr. 
PAULSEN, Mr. CURBELO of Florida, Ms. CLARK 
of Massachusetts, Mr. TROTT, Mr. POLIQUIN, 
Mr. ROUZER, Mr. MARSHALL, and Mr. COS-
TELLO of Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 1098: Mr. VALADAO and Mr. MICHAEL F. 
DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 1148: Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1150: Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. AMODEI, 
Mrs. NOEM, Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mrs. WALORSKI, 
and Mr. ROUZER. 

H.R. 1155: Mr. SENSENBRENNER. 
H.R. 1164: Mr. MCCLINTOCK and Mr. BYRNE. 
H.R. 1200: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Mr. HUD-

SON. 
H.R. 1246: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 1248: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 1251: Mr. KILMER. 
H.R. 1278: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 1295: Mr. RUSH. 
H.R. 1299: Mr. LYNCH, Mr. CLAY, and Mr. 

POLIS. 
H.R. 1322: Mr. LAWSON of Florida. 
H.R. 1346: Mr. RATCLIFFE, Mr. TROTT, and 

Mr. MAST. 
H.R. 1368: Ms. BONAMICI and Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 1374: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 1375: Mr. KILMER and Mr. CONYERS. 
H.R. 1380: Mr. O’HALLERAN and Mr. 

POLIQUIN. 
H.R. 1382: Mr. DESANTIS. 
H.R. 1399: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 1421: Mr. SWALWELL of California and 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. 
H.R. 1444: Mr. ROE of Tennessee. 
H.R. 1446: Mr. SIRES. 
H.R. 1452: Mr. NADLER, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. 

VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. BEYER, 
Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr. VELA, and Mr. 
COHEN. 

H.R. 1456: Ms. NORTON, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. THOMPSON of 
California, Mr. SANFORD, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. 
RASKIN, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, and Mr. QUIGLEY. 

H.R. 1468: Mr. DONOVAN. 
H.R. 1485: Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 1486: Ms. MOORE, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. LAN-

GEVIN, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Mr. KEATING, and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.J. Res. 48: Ms. JAYAPAL and Ms. FUDGE. 
H.J. Res. 54: Mr. BANKS of Indiana. 
H.J. Res. 59: Mr. SMITH of Texas. 
H. Con. Res. 9: Mr. CÁRDENAS and Mr. KIL-

MER. 
H. Con. Res. 10: Mr. ROKITA. 
H. Con. Res. 13: Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. DUFFY, 

Mr. O’HALLERAN, Mr. PAULSEN, Mr. JONES, 
and Mr. SHUSTER. 

H. Res. 15: Mr. COOK, Mr. VELA, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. SHERMAN, 
Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, and Mr. PAL-
LONE. 

H. Res. 28: Ms. FUDGE, Ms. Barragán, Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. PALLONE, Ms. PLASKETT, 
Mr. CONYERS, Mr. KIHUEN, Mr. NEAL, Mr. 
ELLISON, Mr. LAMALFA, and Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ. 

H. Res. 31: Mr. VELA, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, 
Mr. KIHUEN, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. DOGGETT, and 
Mr. LEVIN. 

H. Res. 90: Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H. Res. 162: Ms. JUDY CHU of California and 

Mr. POCAN. 
H. Res. 187: Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H. Res. 191: Ms. LEE. 
H. Res. 192: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 

GRIJALVA, and Mr. SCHNEIDER. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

The amendment to be offered by Chairman 
DAVID P. ROE, or a designee, to H.R. 1259, the 
VA Accountability First Act of 2017, does not 
contain any congressional earmarks, limited 
tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as de-
fined in clause 9 of rule XXI. 

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative BRAD WENSTRUP, or a designee, 
to H.R. 1367, to improve the authority of the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to hire and re-
tain physicians and other employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes, does not contain any con-
gressional earmarks, limited tax benefits, or 
limited tariff benefits as defined in clause 9 
of rule XXI. 
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