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IN RECOGNITION OF CARL SWOPE, 
2017 TIME DEALER OF THE YEAR 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a constituent of mine who was recently 
awarded one of the highest honors in his in-
dustry. Mr. Carl Swope, owner of Swope Toy-
ota located in Elizabethtown, Kentucky, in my 
Congressional District, was named the 2017 
TIME Dealer of the Year. The TIME Dealer of 
the Year award is one of the automobile in-
dustry’s most prestigious and highly coveted 
honors. 

After graduating from Indiana University, Mr. 
Swope began working at his father’s car deal-
erships. In 1986, Mr. Swope purchased his 
first dealership, a single store with 50 employ-
ees. Today, Mr. Swope oversees six dealer-
ships representing nine brands in Elizabeth-
town and Radcliff, Kentucky, and employing 
over 300 associates. 

Mr. Swope is an active participant in the 
Elizabethtown community. He currently serves 
as a member of the Hardin County Chamber 
of Commerce, the Knox Regional Develop-
ment Board, the Lincoln Heritage Council for 
the Boy Scouts of America, the Elizabethtown 
Tourism Commission, the Elizabethtown Air-
port Board, and the Hardin Memorial Health 
Foundation Board. He also established a local 
affiliate for Habitat for Humanity and remains 
an active part of the organization. 

On behalf of all the constituents of Ken-
tucky’s 2nd Congressional District, I congratu-
late Mr. Carl Swope on being named the 2017 
TIME Dealer of the Year. I wish him and the 
Swope family all the best. 

f 

BIRTHDAY PROCLAMATION FOR 
ANIKA AND PRIAM ZELA 

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD the following proclamation: 

Whereas, Anika and Priam Zela, twin sister 
and brother, will be honored by their parents, 
nona, family and friends on the occasion of 
their 1st Birthday on March 18th, 2017; and 

Whereas, Anika and Priam Zela were born 
in Phoenix, Arizona on March 16th, 2016, at 
12:45 p.m. and 12:36 p.m., respectively, 
blessing their parents and their family, and 
have been residents of Scottsdale, Arizona 
since then; and 

Whereas, March has been a blessed month 
for Anika and Priam, as their parents first met 
on March 3rd, 2007, the wedding of their par-
ents was held on March 20th, 2011 and they 
came to this life on March 16th, 2016; where-
as March marks the beginning of Spring, 

where the grips of winter are just beginning to 
lose their hold as a new season of life begins 
too; whereas March was the beginning of a 
New Year and is still celebrated as such in 
many cultures and religions; whereas March 
marks the Vernal Equinox where northern and 
southern hemispheres are equally illuminated 
and day and night are of equal duration all 
over the earth symbolizing a twin approach; 
whereas March marks the International Day of 
Happiness exactly to the day their parents 
wedded and Equinox happens, as well as 
marks the World Mathematics Day; whereas 
March’s birthstones are aquamarine and 
bloodstone that both symbolize courage; 
whereas March is named after Mars, the god 
of war, fertility and agriculture who oversaw 
the new growth of Spring, and encouraged the 
continuation of life; whereas the personality of 
March (and Mars) is charging, unrelinquishing 
and brutally assertive as, at this point in the 
year, there is no stopping the burgeoning birth 
of new life; whereas March (and Mars) is a 
high-speed locomotive on a single-focused 
monorail with only one objective: Explosive 
Expression; whereas March meaning em-
bodies the reigniting of the hearts and con-
sciousness of humankind, a time when we feel 
the initial kicks of Spring from the deepest 
womb of the Mother Earth; and, like our an-
cestors, we are quickened, our soul-palettes 
are whetted for new conquest and bold asser-
tion and we set a course for forward-momen-
tum; and 

Whereas 2016 (MMXVI) was a leap year 
starting on Friday of the Gregorian calendar, 
the 2016th year of the Common Era; and 

Whereas 2016 was a very eventful year, 
designated as the International Year of Global 
Understanding, where ESA and Roscosmos 
launched the joint ExoMars Trace Gas Orbiter 
on a mission to Mars; where Gotthard Base 
Tunnel, the world’s longest and deepest rail-
way tunnel, was opened; where NASA’s Juno 
spacecraft entered orbit around Jupiter and 
NASA launched OSIRIS–REx, its first asteroid 
sample return mission; where the final video-
cassette recorder was manufactured by the 
Japanese company Funai; where the Solar 
Impulse 2 became the first solar-powered air-
craft to circumnavigate the Earth, and where 
Summer Olympics were held in Rio de Janei-
ro, Brazil; and 

Whereas, March 16 is the 75th day of the 
year (76th in leap years) in the Gregorian cal-
endar and there are 290 days remaining until 
the end of the year; and 

Whereas, March 16 is the birthday of James 
Madison, Jr., the Founding Father and fourth 
President of the United States and who is 
hailed as the Father of our Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights, as well as is the birthday of 
Georg Ohm, one the most famous physicists 
and mathematicians; and 

Whereas, their parents, family and society 
expect them to live long and productive lives 
and be a force for good, justice and progress 
for those around them, the country and the 
world; and 

Now, Therefore, it is hereby deemed a 
pleasure to extend this Certificate of Recogni-

tion to Anika & Priam Zela on the occasion of 
their 1st Birthday, with sincere congratulations 
and best wishes for a long, happy and suc-
cessful life, wishing them that, with courage, 
knowledge, love and a spirit of discovery, 
there would be no limit to the heights they can 
reach, keeping their eyes on the stars, and 
their feet on the ground. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, on 
March 15, 2017, I was unable to be present 
for the recorded votes on roll call no. 159, 
160, and 161. Had I been present, I would 
have voted as follows: 

YEA on H.R. 132, the Arbuckle Project 
Maintenance Complex and District Office Con-
veyance Act of 2017, YEA on H.R. 648, a bill 
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
amend the Definite Plan Report for the 
Seedskadee Project to enable the use of the 
active capacity of the Fontenelle Reservoir, 
and, NAY on the Motion to Table the Appeal 
of the Ruling of the Chair. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ENDOMETRIOSIS 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, March is 
Endometriosis Awareness Month, where we 
recognize the impact this disease has on the 
quality of life for women throughout our coun-
try. The lack of awareness about endo-
metriosis creates an environment that delays 
treatment and grows the cost of care. 

This condition, in which the tissue that forms 
the lining of the uterus is found in areas out-
side the endometrium, causes severe pain in 
the body. Endometriosis occurs in about one 
in ten women of reproductive age, and is most 
often diagnosed in women in their 30s or 40s. 
This disease can be treated with medication, 
surgery, or sometimes both. 

Roughly five million women in the United 
States suffer with endometriosis, costing an 
estimated $119 billion annually. It can take 
more than nine years, from the onset of symp-
toms and visits to specialists, for women to re-
ceive a diagnosis of endometriosis; and 
women with endometriosis are 1.35 times 
more likely to need surgery or stenting to open 
blocked arteries. 

The general lack of awareness about this 
disease can contribute to the unnecessary suf-
fering of patients and the rising public costs of 
this disorder. We must help to bring aware-
ness of endometriosis in order to foster the 
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health and well-being of women across Amer-
ica. 

f 

HONORING ROTARY DISTRICT 7150 
OF CENTRAL NEW YORK 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Rotary District 7150 of Central New 
York as it hosts Rotary International President- 
Elect Ian Riseley of Australia. 

This weekend, Rotary International Presi-
dent-Elect Riseley will address incoming club 
presidents at the Multi-District President-Elect 
Training Seminar and People of Action Dinner 
in my district in Syracuse, New York. I am 
proud to see local members of Rotary District 
7150 of Central New York honored during this, 
the centennial of the Rotary International 
Foundation. 

Rotary International is home to more than 
35,000 clubs worldwide, including 43 clubs in 
District 7150 of Central New York. The Ro-
tary’s mission of ‘‘service above self’’ is exem-
plified in our local Rotary Clubs’ work assisting 
veterans in need, recognizing the hard work 
and success of high school students, restoring 
our prized parks and waterways, and 
partnering with local food pantries to reduce 
hunger throughout the 24th District. 

With over 1,200 Rotary members locally, 
Central New York is a better place because of 
the work these individuals do for our commu-
nity. I applaud the members of Rotary District 
7150 of Central New York for their service, fel-
lowship, and passion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL JOHNSON 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 155. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on March 15, 
2017, I missed the voting session. If present, 
I would have voted as follows: 

YES—H.R. 132—Arbuckle Project Mainte-
nance Complex and District Office Convey-
ance Act of 2017 

YES—H.R. 648—To authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to amend the Definite Plan Re-
port for the Seedskadee Project to enable the 
use of the active capacity of the Fontenelle 
Reservoir 

YES—Motion to Table the Appeal of the 
Ruling of the Chair 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MISSOURI WHITE-
WATER CHAMPIONSHIPS 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Missouri Whitewater Cham-
pionships celebrating their 50th year March 17 
through 19, 2017. The races are held at the 
Millstream Gardens Conservation Area of the 
Saint Francis River near Fredericktown, Mis-
souri. 

The Championships continue a tradition 
begun in 1968, when the first Saint Francis 
River Whitewater Slalom Race was held. 
Since then, the event has expanded its scope 
and attracts beginners and seasoned competi-
tors from other states and countries. Even 
Olympic-class paddlers have used this race as 
training preparation for future Olympic Games. 

The event first begun by the Meramec River 
Canoe Club is now hosted by the Missouri 
Whitewater Association. It comes together as 
100 volunteers set up the race course, provide 
safety, judge, time, and score the participants 
while hundreds of spectators cheer. 

For providing sportsmen with the thrill of 
competition on the Saint Francis River for half 
a century and enhancing tourism for Madison 
and surrounding counties through its annual 
Whitewater Championships, I am happy to 
congratulate the Missouri Whitewater Associa-
tion today before the United States House of 
Representatives. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF NILS 
MICHAEL DECKER 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and career of Mr. Nils Michael 
‘‘Mike’’ Decker of Fresno. Mike Decker passed 
away on Tuesday, February 14, 2017 in Fres-
no, California. 

Mike was a wonderful, kind man and a dedi-
cated educator. Mike was born in Mt. 
Clemens, Michigan. His career in education 
began at St Alphonso’s School in Fresno, 
California followed by Orange Center School 
in Fresno. 

Mike then served 25 years as Principal and 
Superintendent at Laton Unified School District 
in Fresno County. In addition, Mike also 
served on my State Assembly Staff as District 
Director. 

In addition to his friends and family, Mike 
was adored by his students. Mike positively in-
fluenced the lives of thousands of children 
with this commitment to education and he 
helped many young people reach for the stars. 

Nils Michael Decker is survived by his wife 
of 52 years, Diana Decker, his son, Timothy J. 
Decker, his son, Scott A. Decker and his wife, 
Maria and his daughter, Katherine Decker. He 
is also survived by his grandchildren, Michael 
Hill, Jadyn Garrett, Nicholas Decker and his 
great granddaughter, Neelia Grace Hill. 

Mike’s sister, Margo Bellman and his broth-
er Gordon Decker both of Michigan also sur-
vive him. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring the life and career of Nils Michael Deck-
er, a hero to his family, a wonderful role model 
for educators and exemplary father, grand-
father, great grandfather and friend. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE AFRICAN 
DESCENT AFFAIRS ACT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
note my introduction of the African Descent 
Affairs Act, as we continue to highlight the 
International Decade for People of African De-
scent. 

We have seen a sharp increase in racism, 
anti-Semitism, xenophobia, homophobia and 
other forms of discrimination across the world 
over the last year. Human rights violations 
emanating from racial prejudice and discrimi-
nation have negatively impacted people of Af-
rican descent around the world, resulting in ra-
cial bias and disparities in education, employ-
ment, health, housing, justice, and other sec-
tors. We must act now to reverse these dis-
turbing trends. The International Decade for 
People of African Descent provides an oppor-
tunity to not only draw attention to these in-
equities, but to also join efforts with countries 
around the globe to develop and implement 
national strategies honoring the vast contribu-
tions of people of African descent and to com-
bat continuing issues of prejudice and dis-
crimination such as those currently gripping 
our nation. 

To aid these efforts, I have introduced the 
African Descent Affairs Act. The Act seeks to 
improve the situation of people of African de-
scent around the world by establishing within 
our State Department a Global Office of Afri-
can Descent Affairs to establish global foreign 
policy and assistance strategies for people of 
African descent; creating a ‘‘Fund’’ to support 
antidiscrimination and empowerment efforts by 
African descent led civil society organizations; 
and requiring Annual State Department 
Human Rights Reports to include a section on 
discrimination faced by people of African de-
scent. I believe that U.S. foreign policy strate-
gies such as these have improved the situa-
tion of vulnerable groups internationally and 
would greatly assist in responding to increas-
ing levels of prejudice and discrimination faced 
by people of African descent around the 
globe. 

The State Department has already launched 
many successful initiatives that have aided 
vulnerable populations, such as the Office of 
Global Women’s Issues, the Special Envoy to 
Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism, the Spe-
cial Advisor for International Disability Rights, 
the Special Representative to Muslim Commu-
nities, and the LGBT Global Equality Fund. 
Implementing a Global Office of African De-
scent Affairs will continue this tradition and fa-
cilitate the full and equal participation of peo-
ple of African descent in society, promote 
knowledge of and respect for the diverse herit-
age, culture and contributions of people of Af-
rican descent, and strengthen and implement 
legal frameworks that combat racial discrimi-
nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will embrace the challenge of com-
bating prejudice and discrimination across the 
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world. I encourage them to join me in recog-
nizing the collective history and achievements 
made by people of African descent by sup-
porting the African Descent Affairs Act. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 159, 160, and 161. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Aye on roll call 
numbers 159, 160 and nay on roll call vote 
161. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BARNS 
AT HAMILTON STATION VINE-
YARDS 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate and commend my constituents, 
Andrew and Maryann Fialdini, and their win-
ery, the Barns at Hamilton Station Vineyards, 
on receiving the Governor’s Cup in the 2017 
Governor’s Cup Wine Competition. This win 
not only speaks to the hard work, entrepre-
neurship and expertise of Andrew and 
Maryann, but also the growing and trans-
forming Loudoun County wine industry. 

Since opening 8 years ago, their hard work 
has certainly come to fruition. Andrew, 
Maryann, and the vineyard’s Wine Maker, Mi-
chael Shaps, have worked diligently to 
produce local, yet authentic-tasting, French- 
style wines on their eleven acre vineyard lo-
cated in Hamilton, Virginia. And this year, two 
of their wines, the 2014 Meritage and 2014 
Cabernet Sauvignon, were named gold medal-
ists in the Governor’s Cup Wine Competition. 

The judges of this year’s competition re-
viewed 494 bottles from 102 different wineries, 
and only 23 bottles were named gold medal-
ists. Impressively of those 23 bottles, Andrew 
and Maryann’s 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon was 
named the best wine and awarded the Gov-
ernor’s Cup—a recognition that a Loudoun 
winery has never before received in the 37 
years of this stringent and prestigious competi-
tion. 

Risk-taking small businesses have always 
been the life blood of the Loudoun County 
economy and our national economy and entre-
preneurial families like the Fialdini’s have been 
leaders in fostering strong, local economies 
that will continue to thrive and grow for years 
to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding Andrew and Maryann Fialdini 
and Michael Shaps for their successful small 
business and their special awards at the 2017 
Governor’s Cup Wine Competition. I also wish 
them and their family the best in all of their fu-
ture endeavors. 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
CHARLES HUNNICUTT 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Charles Hunnicutt for his out-
standing work and to congratulate him on his 
retirement after 45 years of dedicated public 
service. 

Charles began his career with the United 
States Air Force, honorably serving his coun-
try from June 1972 to June 1976. He was then 
hired to work for the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) as a Criminal Investigations and Collec-
tions Officer from 1976 to 1987. 

In 1988, Charles joined the Fresno County 
Department of Social Services and remained 
there until 2005. That same year, he was of-
fered the position as Fresno County Veterans 
Service Officer. In 2010, Charles was asked to 
also serve as the Madera County Veterans 
Service Officer. Charles has remained with 
both counties and has served Fresno County 
Veterans and Madera County Veterans with 
great passion and honor. 

It is with great pleasure that I applaud 
Charles Hunnicutt for his many years of tire-
less work on behalf of veterans and our com-
munity. His ongoing dedication to public serv-
ice is extremely commendable. 

Mr. Speaker, it should be noted that in addi-
tion to his countless gifts to veterans and our 
community, Charles has been a true champion 
for my constituents where he serves on my 
16th District Veterans Advisory Board and has 
assisted my staff with service academy nomi-
nations. In my office, a majority of our con-
stituent casework involves assisting veterans. 
These are sensitive cases that can sometimes 
take a great deal of time to resolve. Charles 
is someone that my staff and I can always 
count on to work together on behalf of vet-
erans. 

I have personally worked with Charles for 
over 13 years in my capacity as a Member of 
Congress and I can proudly call him my friend. 
In his capacity as Veterans Service Officer, 
Charles is always available to discuss cases 
and work together on issues of concern. I ask 
my colleagues to join me today in recognizing 
the commitment, dedication and success of 
Charles Hunnicutt and wish him well as he 
embarks on new endeavors. 

f 

BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, this week 
commemorates Brain Awareness Week, which 
presents an important opportunity to educate 
lawmakers, students, and the broader public 
about brain science, and its many impacts and 
benefits. This is critical when you consider that 
brain disorders and diseases affect the lives of 
nearly 100 million Americans—from Alz-
heimer’s to ALS to mental illness. 

Neurological and neurodegenerative dis-
orders are among the leading causes of dis-
ability in the United States and around the 

world—greater than heart disease and cancer 
put together. As society ages, this number will 
increase exponentially as will the cost to the 
healthcare system and to the economy. Yet, 
the underlying causes of most neurological 
diseases remain unknown. 

Neuroscience is the next great frontier. Re-
search and work being done in this field needs 
to be front and center in both the private world 
and Congress. 

The bipartisan Congressional Neuroscience 
Caucus’ mission is to build awareness of the 
intrinsic role brain research plays in under-
standing ourselves and our society. As the 
Co-Founder and Co-Chair, I am committed to 
working on these important issues and hope 
my colleagues will join our efforts as members 
of the Congressional Neuroscience Caucus. 

f 

MR. JOSEPH ROBERGE 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Joseph Philip Roberge. Immediately fol-
lowing his graduation from High School in 
1942, Joseph enlisted in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps and became a Navigator on a B–17 
bomber with the 398th Bomb Group located at 
Nuthampstead Air Base in England. 

Joseph flew 35 missions over Europe, in-
cluding being part of air support at Omaha 
Beach on D–Day. Throughout his time in serv-
ice, he earned the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
European Theater of Operations Ribbon, two 
Bronze Stars, and Air Medal with 3 Oak Leaf 
Clusters. 

Our country owes a debt of gratitude to Jo-
seph for his selfless actions taken to protect 
his homeland. It is important we honor these 
types of individuals as best we can and I hope 
that many will follow in his footsteps and give 
back to our country as graciously as he did. 
People like him are a rare breed and they help 
make not only our country, but our world a 
much safer and better place. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE RUSSELL 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, due to travel 
delays caused by Winter Storm Stella, I was 
unable to attend votes. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 159, YEA on Roll Call 
No. 160, and YEA on Roll Call No. 161. 

f 

TRAVELING WALL THAT HEALS IN 
MENA, ARKANSAS 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the opening ceremonies of the 
Traveling Wall That Heals in Mena, Arkansas. 
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The Traveling Wall is a replica of the Vietnam 
Memorial in Washington and brings the names 
of the fallen to cities across our great nation. 
According to Mena VFW Post 4451 Com-
mander Linda Johnson, ‘‘Bringing the Wall to 
communities across the country spreads its 
healing legacy to millions.’’ 

I want to thank Commander Johnson, mem-
bers of VFW Post 4451, and the citizens of 
Mena for their leadership in bringing this im-
portant piece of history to the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Arkansas. May the lives of 
those killed during the Vietnam War never be 
forgotten. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF MR. JIM 
PARDINI 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my dear friend, Jim Pardini of Pardini’s 
Banquet and Catering for being awarded the 
Lifetime Achievement Award by the Central 
California Restaurant Association—Fresno 
Chapter. For the past thirty-six years, Pardini’s 
Banquet and Catering has dedicated their fa-
cility to providing the utmost exquisite food 
service to all in the community. Jim is a pillar 
in the Central Valley, known not only for his 
success as a restaurateur, but also for his 
generous and giving spirit. 

Jim was born to Albert and Mary Jane 
Pardini in Santa Cruz, California. The Pardinis 
would make Fresno their home in 1952. Jim 
graduated from San Joaquin Memorial High 
School in 1964 and went on to earn his Bach-
elor’s degree in Social Science from Fresno 
State in 1968. Following in the hard working 
footsteps of his father, Jim carried on the fam-
ily restaurant business started in 1948 by Al. 
By 1981, Jim and his wife Marie opened 
Pardini’s Banquet and Catering and went on 
to acquire a Rubio’s and four Tony Roma res-
taurants. Over time, Pardini’s Catering has be-
come the well-respected caterer of the Big 
Fresno Fair, the Fresno Convention Center 
and Fresno State’s Bulldog Stadium. 

To further his statewide impact in the res-
taurant industry, Jim helped to create the res-
taurant Political Action Committee. Then, as 
the president of the California Restaurant As-
sociation, he aided in developing the Grass-
roots Program. Jim’s accomplishments created 
new ways for restaurant owners to truly con-
nect with law makers in California. 

In addition to his impact on the restaurant 
industry, Jim has dedicated his time to philan-
thropy work within the community. He is a 
longtime supporter of the Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters Program and the Boys and Girls Club. In 
addition, he was presented with the honor of 
the Humanitarian of the Year Award from the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association. With his 
many accomplishments thus far, Jim’s suc-
cess was fittingly recognized when he was in-
ducted into the California Restaurant Associa-
tion Foundation Hall of Fame. Through relent-
less hard work and dedication, Jim Pardini 
continues to leave a substantial mark in the 
restaurant industry and within our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the lifelong achievements of Jim 

Pardini. I congratulate Mr. Pardini for this 
great achievement and ask that you join me in 
wishing him and his family continued success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF GARY SCHNIEDERS 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a remarkable teacher and citizen from 
Waterloo, Iowa. Mr. Gary Schnieders has 
taught History, Social Studies, and Economics 
at Waterloo Columbus Catholic High School 
for 39 years. Over those 39 years, Mr. 
Schnieders has made an enormous impact on 
the lives of his students and members of the 
community. 

Mr. Schnieders’s devotion goes beyond the 
classroom with his annual trip to the hallowed 
ground of Europe’s battlefields. This trip is no 
European vacation. Students walk the trench-
es of the Western Front and explore battle-
fields with a twelve-mile hike one day and 
twenty-mile bike ride another day. Prior to 
their departure, students are given reading as-
signments and must complete a 20-page 
essay. While in Europe, the students have 
nightly homework assignments. This annual 
trip is highly anticipated and one that many 
Waterloo Columbus students work toward their 
entire high school career. 

The itinerary also includes visits to several 
American cemeteries and memorials honoring 
our fallen heroes, and a wreath-laying cere-
mony at the Meuse-Argonne American Ceme-
tery. On the final day, the students visit the 
Normandy American Cemetery and Memorial 
where they clean the grave markers, plant an 
American flag, and lay a rose on the grave of 
every Iowan. At the end of the day, students 
lay their final wreath of the trip at Normandy 
as Taps sounds in the background. 

Upon their return to Iowa, the students give 
presentations to their families, fellow students, 
and residents of Waterloo and Cedar Falls, 
with a special invitation extended to the local 
Veteran community. 

Over the past 39 years, Mr. Schnieders has 
shown his students what cannot be taught in 
a classroom—the meaning of sacrifice and 
love of country. Today, we honor his devotion 
that extends far beyond the classroom and 
helps to ensure the preservation of American 
values for generations to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT ANDEWEG 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Robert 
Andeweg of Urbandale, Iowa, for being named 
the 2017 Forty under 40 Alumnus of the Year. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 

are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
Robert was a member of the 2002 class and 
has not only continued being an active mem-
ber of his community but he has expanded 
upon it since being honored in 2002. 

Robert is known for being a leader within 
his community, which is why in 2005 he was 
elected Mayor of the City of Urbandale. He 
has been committed to overseeing the eco-
nomic growth and development of Des 
Moines’ largest suburb. When Robert isn’t 
busy leading his community, he works as a 
lawyer at Nyemaster Goode P.C. He also 
works to improve his community by dedicating 
his time and serving on the Greater Des 
Moines Partnership Board, the Greater Des 
Moines Convention and Visitors Bureau, the 
Bravo Greater Des Moines Board and the 
Metropolitan Advisory Council. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Robert in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents 
to better both his community and the great 
state of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Robert on receiving this 
outstanding award and wishing him nothing 
but continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDA L. LAWRENCE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, on March 10, 2017, I was not able to 
cast my vote on final passage of H.R. 720. 
Had I been in attendance, I would have voted 
NO on H.R. 720—Lawsuit Abuse Reduction 
Act of 2017. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANTHONY G. BROWN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 159, YEA on Roll Call No. 160, and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 161. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. BRETT 
FRENCH 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s an honor 
to recognize Mr. Brett French as this year’s in-
dividual recipient of the Distinguished Service 
Award (DSA). The Lake Superior Community 
Partnership’s Distinguished Service Award is 
extended to businesses and individuals who 
support economic development in Marquette 
County. 
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After earning bachelor’s and master’s de-

grees from Central Michigan University, 
French served as a public policy and environ-
mental consultant before settling in Ishpeming 
and beginning his career with American Trans-
mission Co. (ATC), a high-voltage electric 
transmission system company. As the external 
affairs manager for ATC, French contributes to 
Marquette County’s development by stream-
lining and enhancing access to affordable 
electricity for hundreds of communities across 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Having been with 
ATC for 16 years now, French is responsible 
for developing, coordinating, and managing re-
lationships between ATC and the Michigan- 
based customers and stakeholders who make 
ATC’s work possible. 

French participates in numerous community 
development organizations and remains de-
voted to improving American infrastructure and 
the quality of life in the Upper Peninsula. His 
commitment to economic development is ex-
emplified through his service with Marquette 
County’s Economic Development Corp., Dick-
inson Economic Development Alliance, and 
Operation Action U.P., where he works to 
identify and address regional opportunities that 
advance economic development in our state’s 
most rural areas. French also understands the 
importance of learning the skills needed to 
succeed in today’s economy. In conjunction 
with the Midwest Skills Development Center 
Advisory Board and NICE Community 
Schools, he has provided the guidance to 
equip the next generation of great leaders with 
the skills they need to succeed. French’s com-
mitment to his profession, community, and 
neighbors has been essential to his success, 
and I am confident that he will continue to in-
spire others in the community to take an ac-
tive role in improving the quality of life in the 
Upper Peninsula. 

Mr. Speaker, French’s accomplishments in 
service to the Upper Peninsula cannot be un-
derstated, and his family and community can 
take pride in knowing that Northern Michigan 
is a better place thanks to his work. On behalf 
of Michigan’s First Congressional District, I 
congratulate Mr. Brett French and wish him 
well as he continues to make a difference in 
the lives of others. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRIS COFFELT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Chris 
Coffelt, Superintendent of Central Decatur 
Community School District, for being named 
one of Education Week’s 2017 ‘‘Leaders to 
Learn from.’’ 

Each year, Education Week searches 
across the country for some of the most inno-
vative and forward thinking educators our 
schools have to offer. Chris certainly fits that 
mold. His tireless dedication to educational ex-
cellence has given rise to a new culture of stu-
dent growth and success in the Central Deca-
tur Community School District. 

Prior to Chris’s arrival, the school district 
had a difficult time retaining high-quality teach-
ers for extended periods of time, which con-
tributed to lower student achievement. Since 

taking over, Chris has made Central Decatur 
a destination for some of Iowa’s best teachers. 
His innovative programs have helped turn the 
school district around and for the first time in 
years they are seeing student tests scores 
grow in a number of key areas. Chris’ ability 
to empower teachers in his district has 
brought about a new level of success for not 
only his teachers, but the students as well. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Chris in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents 
to better his students, teachers, community 
and the great state of Iowa. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Chris on 
receiving this outstanding recognition and 
wishing him nothing but continued success. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CARMEN 
DELGADO VOTAW 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and commemorate the remarkable life 
of Carmen Delgado Votaw, one of my con-
stituents who passed away on February 18, 
2017 at the age of 82. Ms. Votaw was a civil 
and human rights giant and passionate partici-
pant in the global women’s rights activist com-
munity. 

Ms. Votaw, who was born in Yabucoa, 
Puerto Rico, spent her career acting upon a 
vision of empowerment and inclusion for all 
women, especially in Latin America. She was 
a born community organizer, using immense 
tact, intellect, and grace to educate and en-
lighten others in order to open up cultural and 
political avenues for the advancement of 
women. Due to her years of work and advo-
cacy in Latin America, she is credited with an 
increase in the number of countries that have 
signed the U.N. Convention on the Elimination 
of Discrimination Against Women; a greater 
number of women in political and appointed 
offices; improved access to technology for 
rural women; and a higher literacy rate among 
women and girls. 

Ms. Votaw received on multiple occasions 
presidential appointments in recognition of her 
outstanding abilities, including being appointed 
as Deputy Chair to the National Advisory 
Committee for Women. She served as Chief 
of Staff to Jaime Fuster of Puerto Rico in the 
House of Representatives, marking the first 
time a Hispanic woman had held that title. She 
was a founding member and President of the 
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women 
and a board member of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus Institute. Ms. Votaw traveled 
around the globe to promote her agenda of 
civil and human rights. She visited 70 coun-
tries to participate in and speak at women’s 
rights forums, including five United Nations 
World Conferences on Women. She is a pub-
lished author, most notably having written the 
biographies of other distinguished Puerto 
Rican woman. 

Among the organizations that have honored 
Ms. Votaw for her contributions to women’s 
rights are the U.S. Marshals Service, the 
Instituto de Puerto Rico of New York, the Na-

tional Institute for Women of Color, Hispanic 
USA Magazine, Federally Employed Women 
(FEW), and the National Conference of Puerto 
Rican Women. She has received the Hispanic 
Heritage Award for Education, a Civil Rights 
Award from NASA, MANA’s Las Primeras 
Award, the National Cuban American Wom-
en’s Association Award, and the National 
Council of Hispanic Women’s Outstanding 
Achievement Award. She was inducted into 
the Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame. 

Even with her chock-full schedule of global 
engagement and leadership, Ms. Votaw was 
deeply devoted to her family and to her role 
as a grandmother. Please join me in extending 
condolences to her family and expressing 
gratitude for her life of dedication to helping all 
people find their voices. She made tangible 
contributions to the civil and human rights 
movements, the effects of which will be felt for 
generations to come. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF CAMP FIRE’S ABSO-
LUTELY INCREDIBLE KID DAY 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the 20th year of Camp Fire’s 
Absolutely Incredible Kid Day, which observed 
the third Thursday in March and is devoted to 
sending uplifting messages to the youth in 
their lives. 

Founded in 1910, by Luther Gulick, M.D., 
and his wife, Charlotte Gulick, Camp Fire is a 
leading national youth development organiza-
tion that guides ‘‘young people on their jour-
ney to self-discovery.’’ 

As founder and Co-Chair of the Congres-
sional Children’s caucus, I understand the im-
portance of encouraging and supporting our 
youth to grow and thrive in this world. 

Camp Fire’s Absolutely Incredible Kid Day 
honors our nation’s youth by asking adults to 
write letters of encouragement and inspiration 
to the incredible kids in their lives. 

This is a simple and impactful way to let the 
youth know how much people care and sup-
port them. 

There are numerous ways for adults to par-
ticipate in this call to action including using so-
cial media to tag, tweet, post, and write letters 
of love and support to kids. 

The campaign has received the critical ac-
claim of child and family care experts, award 
winning authors, noted psychologists, and 
adults and kids everywhere, including Dr. Ste-
phen R. Covey, author of The 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective Families; Tipper Gore, who is 
a leading child advocate; and the famous As-
tronaut, the late U.S. Senator John Glenn. 

Celebrities such as Oprah Winfrey, Jim 
Carrey, and Cindy Crawford have also given 
their support to Absolutely Incredible Kid Day. 

In Houston, Texas we know that it truly 
takes an entire community to raise a child. 

Houston has a distinct history of uplifting the 
youth in our community so they can excel in 
any area they choose. 

A few examples of Houstonians who have 
benefited from community support are: the en-
tertaining Beyoncé Knowles Carter; the hilar-
ious Jim Parsons, from the Big Bang Theory; 
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the talented actor Isaiah. Washington, from 
Grey’s Anatomy; and Simone Biles, who set 
the record for the most gold medals in wom-
en’s gymnastics at a single Olympic games. 

I rise to reaffirm my support for our youth 
and commend the Camp Fire organization on 
their Absolutely Incredible Kid Day initiative 
which reminds adults to let children know that 

they are loved and supported by their families 
and members of their community. 
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