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HONORING THE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize The Rotary Foundation’s 100th an-
niversary as the Rotary International District 
5150 celebrates the occasion on March 18, 
2017. 

Founded in 1917 by Rotary International’s 
sixth president, Arch C. Klump, with an initial 
contribution of $26.50 as an endowment fund 
for the Rotary to support and grow community 
services throughout the world, The Rotary 
Foundation has grown to $4 billion in contribu-
tions from all over the world and now provides 
humanitarian services, encourages high eth-
ical standards, and builds goodwill throughout 
the world. 

One of the world’s largest nongovernmental 
organizations with 1.2 million members and 
activities in more than 200 countries, The Ro-
tary Foundation has provided more than $3.8 
billon focusing on six specific sustainable pro-
grams: promoting peace, fighting disease, pro-
viding clean water, improving health care for 
mothers and children, supporting education, 
and growing local economies. Among its many 
contributions felt around the globe is its part-
nership with the Gates Foundation, the World 
Health Organization, and other governments 
to eradicate 99.9 percent of Polio worldwide. 

Locally, The Rotary International District 
5150 currently oversees 42 Rotary Clubs, 
serving Marin, San Francisco, and San Mateo. 
The three county clubs consist of nearly 2,000 
members who volunteer their time raising 
money and doing good in their communities 
and around the world. On Saturday, March 18, 
2017, District 5150 will hold its annual Learn-
ing and Development Assembly at Redwood 
High School in Marin County to provide train-
ing opportunities for hundreds of Rotarians, 
Rotaractors, Interactors and guests in the Dis-
trict. 

Mr. Speaker, The Rotary Foundation’s com-
mitment to providing important services that 
enrich our community and beyond is excep-
tional. It is therefore fitting to honor and thank 
The Rotary Foundation for a century of suc-
cess in adhering to its motto of ‘‘doing good in 
the world’’ and The Rotary International Dis-
trict 5150 for its important service, and to offer 
both best wishes on 100 more years of good 
work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NICHOLAS 
CARUSELLE 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Nicholas Caruselle for his lifelong com-

mitment to providing quality hospital care to 
the community. 

Born on December 10, 1954, to Anna Maria 
and Paul Caruselle, Nicholas has lived on 
Staten Island his whole life. In 1974, he began 
working at Staten Island University Hospital 
(SIUH) as an oxygen technician, where he 
would spend the next 42 years of his life. It 
was there where he met his sweetheart, Jan-
ice, whom he later married on November 23, 
1979. They have been happily married for 37 
years with three wonderful children, all of 
whom were born at SIUH. 

Nick’s dedication to patient-centered care is 
evidenced by how long he has worked at 
SIUH. After serving as an oxygen technician, 
he later went on to serve in various positions 
providing excellent cardiopulmonary care from 
1977 to 1996. Later on, he served as Senior 
Vice President of Operations and retired as 
Deputy Executive Director and South Site Ad-
ministrator for SIUH. 

Nicholas Caruselle has achieved numerous 
accomplishments throughout his career at 
SIUH. In the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy, 
he tirelessly fought to obtain $40 million in 
government funding to rebuild crucial hospital 
infrastructure. Furthermore, he was instru-
mental in the development of the Sleep Medi-
cine Institute, the Elizabeth A. Connelly Emer-
gency and Trauma Center, the Regina 
McGinn, MD Education Center, and the Heart 
Tower. The enormous impact Nick has had on 
improving SIUH and the care of its patients is 
truly immeasurable. 

Mr. Speaker, Nicholas Caruselle has spent 
his entire career improving the lives of others. 
I thank him for his devotion to his community 
of work and I wish him a very happy retire-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BETTY DEFOREST 
ON HER PASSING 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize Hayward resident Betty De-
Forest following the occasion of her passing 
on March 10, 2017. 

Betty was a dedicated advocate and servant 
to the Hayward community, where she had 
lived since 1952. She devoted her life to fight-
ing discrimination and seeking justice for per-
sons of color as well as our poor, homeless, 
immigrant, and LGBTQ communities. 

Betty was a member of the Westminster 
Hills Presbyterian Church and was instru-
mental in the formation of its interfaith assem-
blage, the South Hayward Parish, which pro-
vides food for individuals and families in need, 
along with housing and healthcare resources. 
She quickly became an integral component of 
the group’s efforts to advocate for the rights of 
all persons, regardless of sexual orientation, 
religion, or race. 

Betty was deeply committed to our children 
and their education, serving two terms on the 
Hayward School Board, as well as Executive 
Director of the Eden Youth and Family Center, 
which provides an assortment of services to 
children and families across Alameda County. 

She also was a champion for the LGBTQ 
community. As President of her local PFLAG 
chapter and proud mother of a gay son, Betty 
helped establish the annual Hayward Gay 
Prom in 1995, creating an atmosphere for 
LGBTQ youth to feel safe and protected, with-
out fear of judgement or reprisal. 

I had the privilege of working personally with 
Betty on numerous occasions. Betty devoted 
not only her time, but also precious resources, 
to accommodate interfaith meetings address-
ing gun violence within our community. Most 
recently, Betty allowed me the honor of partici-
pating in the South Hayward Parish’s Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day March, an annual event 
highlighting the strides our country has made 
and bringing focus to the work yet ahead. 

Betty’s commitment to the Hayward commu-
nity touched the lives of countless individuals 
and was truly extraordinary. I want to acknowl-
edge Betty’s remarkable accomplishments and 
pass along my condolences to her family and 
friends—our community will certainly feel her 
absence. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for recorded votes on the evening 
of March 16, 2017. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 165, 
NAY on Roll Call No. 166, NAY on Roll Call 
No. 167, YEA on Roll Call No. 168, and NAY 
on Roll Call No. 169. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DIANE BLACK 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 
166 on Agreeing to the Takano Amendment 
for H.R. 1259, which took place Thursday, 
March 16, 2017, I am not recorded because I 
was unavoidably detained. 

Had I been present, I would have voted Nay 
on Roll Call No. 166 on Agreeing to the 
Takano Amendment for H.R. 1259. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF REGINALD 

SIMMS 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend my constituent, Reginald 
‘‘Reggie’’ Simms, on his exhibit in the 
Purcellville Art Council’s Black History Month 
Celebration, located at the historic Purcellville 
Train Station. Mr. Simms, now retired, dedi-
cated his career to the arts, while also main-
taining a deep love for African American his-
tory, and is deserving of this unique recogni-
tion. 

As a child and teenager, Mr. Simms at-
tended Carver Elementary School in Arlington, 
Virginia and Douglas High School in Leesburg, 
Virginia, both historic African American 
schools in Northern Virginia. During his youth, 
segregation prevented him from using public 
libraries and local resources, but he was able 
to obtain copies of National Geographic maga-
zines. These magazines created a new lens 
through which Mr. Simms understood and 
viewed the world around him and also sparked 
his interest in art—specifically photo realism. 

After attending the National Art School in 
Washington, D.C., he entered the Air Force at 
the age of 21 where he was stationed in 
Korea. After his time in the Air Force, Mr. 
Simms moved to New York where he took 
classes at Newark Fine Industrial Arts and 
also worked for a slew of graphic design and 
silkscreen companies. Finally, it was a position 
in the graphics department of the Washington 
Metro that brought Mr. Simms and his wife, 
Marion, back to Loudoun County, and he has 
lived at his home in Purcellville, Virginia ever 
since. 

It is important to note that throughout his il-
lustrious career, Mr. Simms never lost sight of 
his love for art or appreciation for history. At 
his home, his finished basement, which dou-
bles as his studio, is filled with water color 
paintings, oil paintings, sculptures, refurbished 
toys, and more, which he has painted, 
sculpted, and collected for years. Last month’s 
exhibit was a compilation of his artistic works, 
books, and memorabilia which he and his 
brother, Larry, have obtained over the years. 
To this day, Mr. Simms enjoys painting his fa-
vorite National Geographic covers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding Reginald Simms for his impres-
sive career, dedication to the African American 
community, and his most recent exhibit in 
Purcellville, Virginia. I wish him, his wife, Mar-
ion, and their family the best in all of their fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF STANLEY 
WALESKI, RECIPIENT OF THE 
GREATER PITTSTON FRIENDLY 
SONS OF SAINT PATRICK 2017 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Stanley Waleski, who will re-

ceive the 2017 Achievement Award from the 
Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. Patrick. 
Stan will be honored by the Friendly Sons dur-
ing the 103rd annual dinner on March 17. 

Stan is a former educator in the Pittston 
Area School District. He served as a teacher, 
coach, and principal for over 35 years, retiring 
in 2012. He holds a Bachelor of Science de-
gree from East Stroudsburg University with a 
teaching certification in Health and Physical 
Education. Stan received a Masters of Arts 
degree from Marywood University with certifi-
cations in Elementary Education, Elementary 
and Secondary School Administration, and a 
Superintendent’s Letter of Intent. While attend-
ing Scranton Preparatory School, Stan was an 
outstanding athlete and a member of the 1973 
PCIAA state champion basketball team. 

For 51 years, Stan has been an active 
member of the Avoca Jolly Boys, a civic and 
community service organization, serving on its 
board of directors and at one time as presi-
dent. The organization provides the commu-
nity with athletic programs for youth and 
adults, as well as social events and picnics. 
The Jolly Boys sponsor the popular Avoca 
Basketball League, which Stan has served as 
the director of for the past 22 years. The 
league plays annually with over 450 players 
and 75 coaching volunteers. 

It is an honor to recognize Stanley Waleski 
for his lifelong service to the Pittston commu-
nity, and I congratulate him for receiving the 
Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 
Achievement Award. I am grateful for his con-
tributions to his community, and I wish him 
continued success in the future. 

f 

RUTH WATERS, IN RECOGNITION 
OF 40 YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
THE ARTS IN SAN MATEO COUN-
TY 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Ruth Waters, a remarkable artist and arts ac-
tivist who has been sculpting for six decades 
and supporting the arts on the San Francisco 
Peninsula for four decades. This week, Ruth 
will be honored by her peers and the institu-
tion that she leads will celebrate its fourth year 
at its present location in Burlingame, offering 
art and artist studies to the community. 

I first met Ruth in the 1980s when I served 
on the San Mateo County Board of Super-
visors and when Ruth was the founder and di-
rector of the Twin Pines Art Center in Bel-
mont. Her passion for the arts and promoting 
public art in particular, led me to create a 
County Arts Task Force. Ruth’s passion con-
tinues to this very day. She is a prolific artist 
and has exhibited solo in at least 25 exhibits 
and at dozens of regional and national juried 
shows. 

In addition to being a talented sculptor and 
arts advocate, Ruth is an amazing adminis-
trator and organizer. She founded the Penin-
sula Museum of Art in 2004 and serves as its 
Executive Director. The museum moved to its 
current location in Burlingame in 2013. The 
museum’s mission is to enhance the region 
and enrich lives through art and education. It 
offers five exhibition galleries, an art reference 

library, gift shop, and working studios for 30 
professional-level artists. The inclusion of the 
artist studios in the space is a deliberate effort 
to bridge the gap between the creative com-
munity, professional artists and the community 
at large. 

The current museum grew from the Twin 
Pines Art Center, which operated from 1977 to 
1985 in Belmont. During this time, Ruth was 
also the co-founder and president of the Pe-
ninsula Sculptors’ Guild, and she co-founded 
and served on the board of the Peninsula Arts 
Council from 1992 to 2008. 

The accomplishments of Ruth Waters have 
been recognized on many occasions, including 
but not limited to the President’s Award from 
the National Conference of the Women’s Cau-
cus for Art, and through her listings in the Dic-
tionary of International Biography, Who’s Who 
in Art, Architecture and Design, and the Inter-
national Who’s Who of Professional & Busi-
ness Women. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a rare person who per-
sonifies a profession that itself lends beauty to 
this world. Ruth personifies the world of art 
and sculpting, and we are fortunate to have 
the beauty that she continues to create around 
us. We should all be grateful for her leader-
ship in promoting the arts and art appreciation. 
Beauty can neither be denied nor muzzled, 
and in Ruth Water’s work we see beauty 
abound while a passionate voice for the arts 
proclaims its presence in service to us all. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
PHILIP T. KALAYIL 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 17, 2017 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life and many accom-
plishments of Philip T. Kalayil, a leader in Chi-
cago and in the Indian-American community. 

Mr. Kalayil lived a life of purpose, spent en-
riching the lives of those he met and those he 
served. We in Chicago are indeed fortunate 
that he settled here, coming from his state of 
Kerala in India to pursue his studies at Loyola 
University and staying to promote diversity, 
opportunity and understanding. 

Philip Kalayil was always a scholar, earning 
a double master’s in sociology and industrial 
relations and receiving the Heart of Asian 
American Community Award from the Associa-
tion for Asian American Studies in 2008. His 
research helped him understand the dispari-
ties and discrimination facing members of the 
Asian American community, and it led him to 
a lifetime of work to tear down barriers so oth-
ers could also succeed. He was a scholar with 
a vision and he put that vision to use to im-
prove our entire community. 

His career was multifaceted. He was a so-
cial worker for Catholic Charities. He served 
as Assistant Director of Emergency Services 
at the Department of Human Services. 

Mr. Kalayil was also an outstanding and 
passionate advocate. Among the many organi-
zations he helped build and foster are the In-
dian Catholic Association of America, the 
Asian Forum, and the Indo-American Demo-
cratic Organization (IADO). Each was de-
signed to help members of the Indian-Amer-
ican and the greater Asian-American commu-
nity not just thrive individually but become ac-
tive participants in the broader society. 
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Philip Kalayil showed us the importance of 

working together across racial, ethnic and reli-
gious lines. He knew that many things were 
possible if we learned to work and engage to-
gether. He was a teacher, a doer and an in-
spiration. 

He was also a devoted family member, and 
I know that his children—Tom, Sales and Ann, 
my dear friend—are mourning his loss. I hope 
that they will take comfort in knowing how 
much their father is missed and how many 
lives he touched throughout his life. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE MOORE 
COUNTY CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Moore County Chamber of 
Commerce as we celebrate its 50th Anniver-
sary. Thanks to the hard work of the countless 
individuals involved with this organization, 
Moore County has never been a better place 
to live, work, or visit. 

Established in 1967 as the Southern Pines 
Area Chamber of Commerce, this organization 
has long stood for the advancement of civic, 
cultural, and economic prosperity. By engag-
ing with local leaders, the chamber has cre-
ated a successful model for integrating busi-
nesses and the community they serve. Mem-
bers continually choose to invest their time 
and money into the development of a better 
business environment for current and future 
generations. 

There is no doubt in my mind that Moore 
County is a better place today thanks to their 
Chamber of Commerce. The hardworking men 
and women at the Chamber have continued to 
provide their members with the resources they 
need to grow and thrive in an ever-changing 
economic climate. As a result, businesses 
continue to choose Moore County as the place 
they want to reside in order to be successful. 
I look forward to maintaining a close relation-
ship with the Chamber and its members as we 
work together to create a better future for all 
folks across Moore County. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing the Moore County Chamber of Com-
merce on its 50th anniversary and wishing 
them continued success in the years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JASON 
KLUSH, GREATER PITTSTON 
FRIENDLY SONS OF SAINT PAT-
RICK 2017 ‘‘MAN OF THE YEAR’’ 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Jason Klush, Mayor of Pittston, 
Pennsylvania. On March 17, Mayor Klush will 
receive the ‘‘Man of the Year’’ Award from the 
Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 
during their 103rd annual banquet. 

Jason was elected as Pittston’s Mayor in 
2009 and re-elected in 2013. He is the young-
est mayor in the city’s history. Under his lead-
ership, Pittston has seen a revitalization of its 
downtown and other key neighborhoods, im-
provements to infrastructure including an $11 
million sewer improvement project, and in-
creased funding and development for the 
Pittston Memorial Library. 

Jason is a graduate of East Stroudsburg 
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 
with a concentration in Criminal Justice. In ad-
dition to serving as Pittston’s Mayor, Jason is 
a foreman and site supervisor for Hadley Con-
struction. He has served on the boards of sev-
eral non-profits and is a current member of the 
Northeast Pennsylvania Land Bank Authority, 
the Greater Pittston Compost Commission, 
and the Pittston City Festivals Association 
Board. 

It is an honor to recognize Jason for his 
contributions to his community and I congratu-
late him on being the Greater Pittston Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick ‘‘Man of the Year’’. I wish 
him all the best in the future. 

f 

HONORING TOWN OF BOONTON’S 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the historic Town of Boonton, 
located in Morris County, New Jersey, on the 
occasion of its 150th Anniversary. From hum-
ble beginnings, this town’s birth from a house 
and barn has grown to be a thriving commu-
nity of over 8,300 residents today. 

Boonton’s history began in 1740 with a sim-
ple house and barn—the first house recorded 
in Boonton. It was originally part of a 231 acre 
plot that was purchased for £85. Over the 
years, three families have owned this historic 
landmark. Each family maintained and built 
onto the house until it was listed on the New 
Jersey Register of Historic Places; Boonton’s 
population steadily grew thanks to an iron 
forge, which attracted local workers to estab-
lish their lives and provide for their families. 
This forge served as a central source of sup-
plies for the military during the American Rev-
olutionary War. 

The town was named ‘‘Boone-Towne’’ after 
the late Colonial Governor Thomas Boone in 
the year 1761. In March of 1867, Boonton in-
corporated as a town by the New Jersey State 
Legislature. The first of what would be many 
tests of Boonton’s fortitude came in 1876 
when the town faced an economic crisis, due 
to iron deposits found in the Great Lakes. The 
iron company shut down and workers left the 
town. The leaders of Boonton were strong and 
resilient and the town recovered by opening a 
silk, brass, knife, and many other factories. A 
diversified economic landscape prevented a 
depression from happening again. 

The Town of Boonton has also shown its re-
silience in not only handling economic hard-
ship, but also during natural disasters. The 
blizzard of 1888 hit the town of Boonton hard 
for 36 brutal hours, covering the town with 15 

feet of snow. This was a significant moment in 
defining the strong character of Boonton. 

Over the years, Boonton has grown and 
thrived into a tightly knit community. It has de-
veloped a booming Main Street that portrays 
its local community through a variety of 
schools, businesses, houses of worship, and 
other services meeting the needs of its diverse 
population. Boonton still attracts more and 
more people every year and has continuously 
seen a growing population. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in congratulating the Town of 
Boonton on the occasion of its Sesquicenten-
nial Anniversary. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH CLASS 
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY’S INDUS-
TRIAL CONTROL SYSTEMS CY-
BERSECURITY TRAINING COURSE 

HON. RAÚL R. LABRADOR 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. LABRADOR. Mr. Speaker, today, March 
17, 2017, the 100th class for the Department 
of Homeland Security’s Industrial Control Sys-
tems Cybersecurity training course will be 
completed in Idaho Falls, Idaho. It is my honor 
to congratulate the graduates and recognize 
this milestone for the Idaho National Labora-
tory. INL hosts this training in support of the 
National Cybersecurity and Communications 
Integration Center for DHS where up to date 
information about current security issues, 
vulnerabilities, and exploits are provided to 
government agencies, states, and the private 
sector. 

This course provides hands-on training in 
discovering who and what is on the network, 
identifying vulnerabilities, learning how those 
vulnerabilities may be exploited, and learning 
defensive and mitigation strategies for control 
system networks in an actual control systems 
environment. The training offers the oppor-
tunity to network and collaborate with other 
colleagues involved in operating and pro-
tecting control system networks. 

The Idaho National Laboratory, Department 
of Energy and Department of Homeland Secu-
rity are working together to advance cyberse-
curity for critical infrastructure. Idaho has a 
longstanding leadership role to establish cy-
bersecurity best practices and innovative tech-
nologies for government and industry partners. 
Under the guidance of the National Cyberse-
curity and Communications Integration Center 
the Industrial Controls Systems Cyber Emer-
gency Response Team in collaboration with 
Idaho National Laboratory has successfully il-
lustrated the demand and importance of ad-
vanced training for cybersecurity professionals 
within the critical infrastructure sectors through 
the instruction of over 4 thousand industry pro-
fessionals and students. 

Congratulations to the graduates of the 
100th Industrial Control Systems Cybersecu-
rity training course and thank you to these 
men and women whose hard work and dedi-
cation will make our critical infrastructure safer 
and more secure. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 165, 166, 167, 168, and 169. Had I 
been present, I would have voted Aye on roll 
call votes number 165, 166, 167. I would have 
voted Nay on roll call votes 168 and 169. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOSEPH D. 
BURKE, RECIPIENT OF THE 
GREATER PITTSTON FRIENDLY 
SONS OF SAINT PATRICK SWIN-
GLE AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Joseph D. Burke, Esq. Today, 
Mr. Burke will receive the Swingle Award from 
the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of St. Pat-
rick during their 103rd annual banquet. 

Joe is a partner at Burke Vullo Reilly Rob-
erts. He has practiced law for thirty-two years 
focusing on commercial law and civil litigation. 
Joe is admitted to practice before the United 
States and Pennsylvania Supreme Courts, the 
Third Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United 
States District Court for the Middle District of 
Pennsylvania. He has been named a Pennsyl-
vania Super Lawyer four times by Thomson 
Reuters. He has been recognized by the 
Martindale Hubbel Bar Register of Preeminent 
Lawyers for the past seventeen years. He is a 
Fellow of the American and Pennsylvania Bar 
Foundations, as well as the Litigation Counsel 
of America. He is also a member of the Penn-
sylvania Bar Association’s Professionalism 
Committee. 

An alumnus of Scranton Preparatory School 
and Lehigh University, Joe graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Economics and 
Government. He received his Juris Doctorate 
from Delaware Law School of Widener Univer-
sity. While at Widener he was a member of 
the law review, The Delaware Journal of Cor-
porate Law, and received the 1982 Moot Court 
Competition Best Advocate Award. 

Joe has a long record of service to the com-
munity throughout his professional career. He 
currently serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Jesuit Center for Spiritual Growth. He is 
the former President of the Greater Pittston 
Chamber of Commerce. He is a past member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Scranton Pre-
paratory School and Chair of its Ignatian Iden-
tity and Mission Committee. He also served as 
Co-Chair of the North Penn Legal Services 
Campaign and for eight years as Lawyers Di-
vision Chair of the United Way of Wyoming 
Valley. 

He and his wife Kathleen have been 
blessed with three children, Elizabeth Davis 
(Christian), Joseph Jr., and Michael, and two 
grandchildren, Burke Christian Davis and 
Whitney Elizabeth Davis. Joe and Kathleen 
actively support the work of the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia Foundation, Coaches 
vs. Cancer, Endure for the Cure, the Cath-

erine McAuley Center, St. Joseph’s Center, 
and Marley’s Mission. 

It is an honor to recognize Joseph D. Burke, 
Esq. as the Greater Pittston Friendly Sons of 
St. Patrick Swingle Award recipient. He is well 
deserving of praise for his service to North-
eastern Pennsylvania. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, this week I 
missed Roll Call Number 168. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: Roll Call No. 
168—No. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GARRET GRAVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 162. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
SERGEANT FIRST CLASS (SFC) 
CLINT DANIEL FERRIN 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Sergeant First 
Class (SFC) Clint Daniel Ferrin who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice defending our great nation 
March 13, 2004, during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom III. SFC Ferrin was killed along with three 
other soldiers when their Humvee struck a 
roadside bomb in Baghdad, Iraq. 

SFC Ferrin was assigned to the lst Bat-
talion, 504th Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne 
Division, Fort Bragg, N.C. SFC Ferrin grew up 
in North Ogden, Utah and later moved to Mis-
sissippi where he attended his senior year of 
high school in Picayune. He joined the Army 
after graduation. SFC Ferrin’s father, Dan, 
says Clint became interested in military serv-
ice after hearing the stories about his grand-
fathers who fought in WWII in the U.S. Navy 
and the U.S. Army. When he decided to join, 
SFC Ferrin wanted to be a paratrooper even 
though he had a fear of heights. He was able 
to overcome that fear and distinguished him-
self as a soldier during his 12 years of service. 

During his funeral, The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints area president said 
SFC Perrin loved his country, his family, and 
his God. SFC Ferrin was given a 21-gun sa-
lute at the cemetery in front of approximately 
100 family members and friends. SFC Ferrin 
was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star, 
Purple Heart, and the Army Good Conduct 
Medal. 

‘‘His son Zachary would always tell his 
friends that his dad was a hero,’’ Dan said. 

‘‘He was a very good soldier and a very good 
dad. I’m so proud of him.’’ 

SFC Ferrin is survived by parents, Dan and 
Rosemary Ferrin; brother, Army Specialist 
John D. Ferrin; wife Melinda; and their chil-
dren, Zachary and Madison. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BILL JONES, 
‘‘MAN OF THE YEAR’’ GREATER 
WILKES-BARRE FRIENDLY SONS 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Bill Jones of Mountaintop, 
Pennsylvania as he is honored by the Greater 
Wilkes-Barre Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 
‘‘Man of the Year’’ during their 72nd annual 
banquet on March 17. 

Bill Jones currently serves as President and 
CEO of the United Way of Wyoming Valley. 
Since joining the organization in January 
2012, he has led the local United Way in mak-
ing transformational and historic changes in 
the way the organization serves the commu-
nity. Under his administration, the United Way 
has become a leading and passionate voice 
on critical issues related to childhood poverty 
in the Wyoming Valley. 

Prior to the United Way, Bill served as Vice 
President and Chief Operating Officer of Vol-
unteers of America of Pennsylvania. During 
his twelve-year tenure he was involved in 
growing and developing programs that served 
children and youth, the elderly, the homeless, 
those with mental illness, and families in pov-
erty. He also spent fifteen years in the banking 
industry and was Vice President and Commu-
nity Development Manager for PNC Bank. 

Bill is a Summa Cum Laude graduate of 
Misericordia University and earned his Master 
of Business Administration degree from Wilkes 
University. In addition, he graduated ‘‘With 
Distinction’’ from the Stonier School of Bank-
ing at the University of Delaware. 

I join with the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick in 
congratulating Bill on becoming their ‘‘Man of 
the Year.’’ I congratulate him on his achieve-
ments, and I wish him the very best for the fu-
ture. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ADAM KOCH 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Adam 
Koch and his teammate Tyler Cooney, both 
students at Dallas Center Grimes High School 
in Grimes, Iowa, for winning second prize in 
C–SPAN’s national 2017 StudentCam com-
petition. 

Since 2006, C–SPAN has been partnering 
with local cable affiliates across the country to 
work with middle school and high school stu-
dents to create documentaries on issues im-
portant to the nation. For this year’s competi-
tion, students were asked to address the 
question: ‘‘What is the most urgent issue for 
the new President and Congress to address?’’ 
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Adam and Tyler decided to focus on energy 

issues and made a documentary titled, ‘‘Pow-
erhouse of the Prairie.’’ The short film zeroed 
in on the important role that wind energy and 
ethanol production plays, not only in Iowa’s 
economy, but the economy throughout the en-
tire country. I was fortunate enough to con-
tribute to their project by discussing the impor-
tance of energy independence as it pertains to 
our country’s national security. Their docu-
mentary will premiere on C–SPAN at 6:50 
a.m. E.T. on April 7 and will play throughout 
the day. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Adam and Tyler for earning this outstanding 
award. The experience and knowledge they 
gained working on this project will be invalu-
able for years to come as they move forward 
with their education. It is because of young 
Iowans like them that I’m proud to represent 
our great state in Congress. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Adam 
and Tyler and in wishing them nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on March 2, 2017, I missed roll 
call votes Nos. 122 through 123 on the floor 
of the House of Representatives. Had I been 
present, I would have voted yea and nay, re-
spectively. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ASIAN TRADE, 
FOOD FAIR, AND CULTURAL SHOW 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Asian Trade, Food 
Fair, and Cultural Show that will take place 
this weekend in West Palm Beach, Florida. 
The Asian Fair has brought our community to-
gether to celebrate Asian culture for 24 years 
now, and I look forward to seeing what this 
year has in store. 

The Bangladesh Association of Florida orga-
nizes this annual event to celebrate the con-
tributions of the Asian community in America. 
This year, 48 countries will be represented 
through live music, dance performances, and 
authentic cooking demonstrations. 

I’d like to recognize the Bangladesh Asso-
ciation of Florida for their hard work on this 
event and for their dedication to promoting cul-
tural diversity in our community. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
SERGEANT (SGT) LERANDO J. 
BROWN, JR. 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Mississippi 
soldier Sergeant (SGT) Lerando J. Brown, Jr., 
who died while in service to our great nation 
on March 15, 2008, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom III. SGT Brown gave his life while 
deployed in Balad, Iraq. 

SGT Brown, of Gulfport, was assigned to 
the 288th Sapper Company, 223rd Engineer 
Battalion, Mississippi Army National Guard 
based in Houston, Mississippi. At the time of 
his death, SGT Brown was the 48th Mississip-
pian to die in Iraq since March 2003. SGT 
Brown served in Iraq beginning in September 
2007. He arrived with more than 90 other 
members of the 288th. 

Lieutenant Colonel Tim Powell of the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard said this was 
Brown’s first deployment. SGT Brown’s wife, 
Candice, described her husband as a man 
who loved to make her laugh. She said SGT 
Brown constantly told her he loved her 
through phone calls and e-mails. 

SGT Brown’s service and sacrifice will al-
ways be remembered. 

f 

SUPPORTING VT HALTER MARINE, 
INC. OF PASCAGOULA, MS 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
bring to the attention of the House an injustice 
served upon a Mississippi shipbuilding com-
pany in my district by a number of Democratic 
senators on March 7, 2017 during the Senate 
debate over H.J. Res. 37, the Congressional 
Review Act repeal of OSHA’s rule imple-
menting the Obama Administration’s Fair Play 
and Safe Workplaces executive order. During 
the debate, these senators accused VT Halter 
Marine, Inc. of Pascagoula, MS of dis-
regarding the safety of its workers, citing ex-
amples of long-past accidents. I know for a 
fact that this couldn’t be further from the truth. 

The company has enlisted the services of 
safety experts to develop a new safety man-
agement system to improve upon its culture of 
safety. Since 2011, VT Halter has been guid-
ed by its 5-Year Safety Strategic Plan. The 
plan promotes a comprehensive, all hazards 
management approach to every aspect of the 
shipbuilding process. Activities include a safe-
ty stand-down at all facilities for a full day of 
re-training; Safety Leadership Training and an 
OSHA 30–Hour Maritime Course for all key 
personnel; specific training for new employ-
ees; weekly safety meetings; tool tracking sys-
tems to ensure proper safety equipment is 
issued to employees; Confined Space rescue 
training; safety teams which conduct daily in-
spection of production areas; and Safety Di-
rector attendance at the OSHA 2090 Shipyard 
Employment, Fall Prevention, and Competent 

Person Training program. The company has 
complied with all OSHA safety directives and 
reporting requirements, and is in good stand-
ing with the agency. 

V. Halter has worked diligently to obtain 
both government and commercial shipbuilding 
and repair work to maintain jobs for more than 
900 working class families in my district. The 
economic impact of Halter’s work ripples 
throughout the local economy through sup-
pliers and other small businesses, and the 
company is considered a key player is the 
shipbuilding industrial base. 

The accusations made on the Senate floor 
appear to be motivated by the desire to em-
barrass Senate Republicans and the President 
over the decision to repeal the Obama Admin-
istration OSHA regulations. In singling out VT 
Halter as political cannon fodder, the senators 
making the accusations have unfairly dam-
aged the reputation of the company and have 
put its Mississippi workers in a state of confu-
sion and anxiety over their future. The com-
mercial shipbuilding market is in a major down 
cycle, and the Gulf Coast shipbuilding industry 
is struggling to find enough work to keep their 
people employed. By professing to speak on 
behalf of the workers, these senators have in 
fact jeopardized the company’s ability to sus-
tain these good, high-paying jobs. I’ve been 
told that the workers have actually approached 
Halter’s CEO to see if they should circulate a 
petition to correct the record about Halter’s 
treatment of its workforce. Unlike the Senators 
in question, I have been to VT Halter Marine 
and have spoken to these Mississippi workers. 
VT Halter takes excellent care of its people, 
striving both to keep them safe and employed, 
and I am extremely disappointed that certain 
liberal senators would attempt to construe 
their safety record just to fit their political aims. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALISA ROTH 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Alisa 
Roth, owner of Bloom Works Floral in Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, for receiving the 2017 Deb 
Dalziel Woman Entrepreneurial Award pre-
sented annually by Iowa’s Small Business De-
velopment Centers (SBDC). 

Since 1999, the Iowa SBDC has been 
awarding women entrepreneurs who have 
made a major impact in their communities and 
changed the direction of their own lives. The 
award is named in honor of Deb Dalziel, a 
longtime advocate of women entrepreneurs 
and director of America’s SBDC Iowa from 
1987 to 1999. 

Established in 2004, Alisa has built Bloom 
Works Floral into one of Council Bluffs’ pre-
mier small businesses. In the first 5 years of 
operation, she was able to grow the business 
so much that she had to move to larger loca-
tions with bigger storefronts on two separate 
occasions. Her tireless work ethic and dedica-
tion to her craft is unmatched, making her a 
highly respected entrepreneur in Council Bluffs 
and a top regional authority in her industry. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Alisa for earning this outstanding award. Her 
tireless work ethic and dedication to her com-
munity have had, and will continue to have, a 
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long-lasting impact. It is because of Iowans 
like her that I’m proud to represent our great 
state in Congress. I ask that my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating Alisa on receiving 
this esteemed award and in wishing her noth-
ing but continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on March 10, 2017, I missed roll-
call votes Nos. 153 through 158 on the floor 
of the House of Representatives. Had I been 
present, I would have voted yea, yea, yea, 
yea, yea and nay, respectively. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF MERCED COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 100th anniversary of the 
Merced County Farm Bureau, an organization 
that is dedicated to supporting and advocating 
for Merced County’s agriculture industry. 

The organization first began as the Merced 
County Farmers and later became known as 
the Merced County Farm Bureau in 1917. The 
high demand for food production during World 
War I urged the University of California to help 
in funding farmers around the Central Valley in 
their efforts to produce agricultural products 
faster, sending their advisers to local farms in 
Merced County. On March 7, 1917, the 
Merced County Farmers, signed a petition re-
questing a farm advisor from the University of 
California for Merced County, through the Uni-
versity of California Cooperative Extension 
program. However, in order to obtain an advi-
sor, the organization needed to become a 
Farm Bureau first. And so, after changing the 
name of the organization and complying with 
necessary requirements to become a farm bu-
reau, the Merced County Farm Bureau had its 
first meeting on May 17, 1917. 

As a result of having an advisor, scientific 
innovations began to take form in the produc-
tion of food, dairy, research support and Labor 
management, and the positive impacts were 
experienced throughout the county. It began 
by supporting policies and legislation that pro-
tected the natural resources required for the 
production of agriculture. 

As a non-profit organization, the Merced 
County Farm Bureau contributes to the com-
munity by providing scholarship opportunities 
to the children of farmers who are pursuing 
higher education. It also provides a program to 
young adults in Merced County that facilitate 
professional development and social net-
working to farmers, ranchers and individuals 
who work in agriculture between the ages of 
18–35. Additionally the Merced County Farm 
Bureau keeps their farmers and community in-
formed about local agricultural issues as well 
as state and national legislation through their 
Merced County Farm Newspaper. Further-
more, the Merced County Farm Bureau hosts 
local farmers markets to help support farmers 
around the Central Valley. 

Now 100 years after the Merced County 
Farm Bureau was created, it has become the 
6th largest producing agricultural county in 
California, greatly contributing in the overall 
economy of our state and making 90% of Cali-
fornia’s Sweet Potatoes. Thanks to organiza-
tions like the Merced County Farm Bureau, 
the San Joaquin Valley’s agriculture industry 
has become a significant economic contributor 
to the state. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in celebration of the 100th anniversary of 
the Merced County Farm Bureau. The last 100 
years have been a testament of their strong 
commitment and continued support of our 
community and agricultural producers. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY RHODORA J. 
DONAHUE 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today on behalf of my wife 
Kathleen and I to wish Mrs. Rhodora J. 
Donahue a very happy 92nd birthday. 

We hope Rhodora is celebrating this very 
special day surrounded by her loved ones. I 
believe a loving family is the greatest treasure 
in life and with 13 married children, 82 grand-
children, and 108 great grandchildren, 
Rhodora has most certainly attained it. I hope 
you all can join me in wishing her continued 
health and happiness throughout the year. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, on Thursday, March 16, 2017, I was ab-

sent from the House due to traffic delays re-
lated to motorcade activity. Due to my ab-
sence, I did not record any votes for the first 
vote series of the day. I would like to reflect 
how I would have voted had I been present for 
legislative business 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on Roll Call 162, and Roll Call 163. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ on Roll Call 164. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TYLER COONEY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Tyler 
Cooney and his teammate Adam Koch, both 
students at Dallas Center Grimes High School 
in Grimes, Iowa, for winning second prize in 
C–SPAN’s national 2017 StudentCam com-
petition. 

Since 2006, C–SPAN has been partnering 
with local cable affiliates across the country to 
work with middle school and high school stu-
dents to create documentaries on issues im-
portant to the nation. For this year’s competi-
tion, students were asked to address the 
question: ‘‘What is the most urgent issue for 
the new President and Congress to address?’’ 

Tyler and Adam decided to focus on energy 
issues and made a documentary titled, ‘‘Pow-
erhouse of the Prairie. ‘‘ The short film zeroed 
in on the important role that wind energy and 
ethanol production plays, not only in Iowa’s 
economy, but the economy throughout the en-
tire country. I was fortunate enough to con-
tribute to their project by discussing the impor-
tance of energy independence as it pertains to 
our country’s national security. Their docu-
mentary will premiere on C–SPAN at 6:50 
a.m. E.T. on April 7 and will play throughout 
the day. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Tyler and Adam for earning this outstanding 
award. The experience and knowledge they 
gained working on this project will be invalu-
able for years to come as they move forward 
with their education. It is because of young 
Iowans like them that I’m proud to represent 
our great state in Congress. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Tyler 
and Adam and in wishing them nothing but 
continued success. 
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