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CONGRATULATING ALEC HAGAN 
OF EUREKA HIGH SCHOOL ON 
WINNING THE MISSOURI CLASS 4 
WRESTLING STATE CHAMPION-
SHIP IN THE 152 POUND WEIGHT 
CLASS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Alec Hagan of the Eureka High 
School Wildcats on winning the Class 4 Wres-
tling State Championship in the 152 pound 
weight class. 

Alec and his coach should be commended 
for all of their hard work throughout this past 
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to their school and community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Alec 
Hagan for a job well done. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CAMERON 
RUDY OF FORT ZUMWALT SOUTH 
HIGH SCHOOL ON WINNING THE 
MISSOURI CLASS 3 WRESTLING 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP IN THE 
126 POUND WEIGHT CLASS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Cameron Rudy of the Fort Zumwalt 
South High School Bulldogs on winning the 
Class 3 Wrestling State Championship in the 
126 pound weight class. 

Cameron and his coach should be com-
mended for all of their hard work throughout 
this past year and for bringing home the state 
championship to their school and community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Cameron 
Rudy for a job well done. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CALIFORNIA HIGH-
WAY PATROL OFFICER MAT-
THEW PAUL GISLER 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor California Highway 
Patrol officer Matthew Paul Gisler, who an-
nounced his retirement after 28 years of serv-
ice. 

On February 16, 1989, Officer Gisler grad-
uated from the CHP Academy and was as-
signed to the CHP Hayward Area Office. He 
completed over a year with this department 

and was then reassigned to the Modesto Area 
Office in 1990. From 1996 through 2003, Offi-
cer Gisler fulfilled his assignment in the CHP 
Central Division Stanislaus County Auto Theft 
Task Force. In 2003, Officer Gisler returned to 
the Modesto Area Office, where he remained 
for the duration of his career. 

Officer Gisler has completed extensive train-
ing in law enforcement over the years that al-
lowed him to perform as a professional both 
on and off duty. He is recognized as an officer 
with great dedication and has provided tre-
mendous support to keep our community safe. 

Officer Gisler has been commended on nu-
merous occasions for his many accomplish-
ments, including the Vehicle Theft Award, 
Master Vehicle Theft Award, the Commander’s 
Commendation on Weapons Proficiency, and 
the StanCATT Commendation on Auto Theft 
Instruction and Investigation. These are only a 
few of the multiple awards Officer Gisler has 
received during his service. 

In addition to his extensive law enforcement 
career, he is also a member of various profes-
sional societies, including the California Asso-
ciation of Highway Patrolmen, the Stanislaus 
County Peace Officer Association, and from 
1996–2003, the Western States Auto Theft In-
vestigators. 

Matthew has two children, Christopher and 
Joshua, with his wife Karen, as well as two 
stepdaughters, Brandie and Tahnee. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
outstanding contributions made to public safe-
ty in the state of California by Officer Matthew 
Gisler as we wish him continued success in 
his retirement. 

f 

RUTH TSEHAYE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Ruth Tsehaye 
for receiving the 2017 Entrepreneurial Spirit 
Award. 

The Entrepreneurial Spirit Award recognizes 
a company or entrepreneur that demonstrates 
a pioneer spirit to develop a business start-up, 
new product development, or a company/prod-
uct with growth in new markets. Ruth Tsehaye 
was born in Ethiopia and raised in Eritrea. She 
immigrated to the United States in 1984 to 
study pharmacology. As a student at Metro-
politan State University, she began working for 
7-Eleven as a part-time employee and later 
became the store’s manager, improving the 
store’s profits in the process. 

In 2006, Ruth decided to buy into the fran-
chise and began to win corporate awards for 
her profitability and leadership. Today, Ruth 
owns four 7-Eleven stores in Commerce City 
and employs more than 40 workers. She is set 
to acquire the newest 7-Eleven location, which 
is currently being built in Commerce City. 7- 
Eleven’s supply chain reaches into Commerce 

City with local community suppliers such as 
Bake Fresh. Her spirit and tenacity exemplify 
the entrepreneurial spirit. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ruth 
Tsehaye for this well-deserved recognition by 
Commerce City. 

f 

JALISCO INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jalisco Inter-
national, Inc. for receiving the 2017 Com-
merce City Business on the Move Award. 

The Business on the Move Award recog-
nizes businesses bringing new employment, 
growth in sales, or new capital investment to 
the city in the last year. Founded in 1985, 
Jalisco International is a family and minority- 
owned prime contractor that specializes in the 
construction of cement roads, bridges, and 
walls. The company contributed to the E. 
104th Avenue and Highway 85 improvements 
in 2012 through 2013. 

In addition, the company is extremely active 
in charitable giving throughout the metro area. 
Jalisco International employees volunteer on 
various community boards and with local orga-
nizations and Jalisco International supports 
Colorado CASA and domestic violence char-
ities women’s shelters. Along with these chari-
table acts, Jalisco International donated play-
ground equipment to local elementary schools 
in 2016. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Jalisco International for this well-deserved rec-
ognition by Commerce City. 

f 

SASHCO, INC. 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Sashco, Inc. 
for receiving the 2017 Commerce City Busi-
ness on the Move Award. 

The Business on the Move Award recog-
nizes businesses bringing new employment, 
growth in sales, or new capital investment to 
the city in the last year. Founded in 1936, 
Sashco is a third generation family-owned 
company that has been an innovator in the 
sealants and caulking manufacturing industry 
for decades. Founded by Don Burch, the com-
pany has continued to grow while adapting to 
various improvements and innovations such 
as the first flexible caulking material and 
caulking gun as well as AcryColor and Lexel, 
the first clear sealant in a clear cartridge. 

Sashco has been in Commerce City for thir-
ty years and today employs 106 people, 15 of 
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whom were added in 2016. Sashco is very in-
volved in the community. Most recently, they 
hosted students from local high schools to 
show them their facilities and product develop-
ment lab during the Small Business Associa-
tions Manufacturing Week in May 2016. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
Sashco, Inc. for this well-deserved recognition 
by Commerce City. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained during roll call no. 170, the 
amendment to H.R. 1367, numbered eleven, 
offered by Ms. Hanabusa. I was also unavoid-
ably detained during roll call no. 171, the final 
passage of H.R. 1367. I was also unavoidably 
detained during roll call no. 172, on approving 
the Journal. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
Yea on Roll Call No. 170 
Yea on Roll Call No. 171 
Yea on Roll Call No. 172 

f 

CONGRATULATING JACOB WARREN 
OF WINDSOR HIGH SCHOOL ON 
WINNING THE MISSOURI CLASS 3 
WRESTLING STATE CHAMPION-
SHIP IN THE 145 POUND WEIGHT 
CLASS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Jacob Warren of the Windsor High 
School Owls on winning the Class 3 Wrestling 
State Championship in the 145 pound weight 
class. 

Jacob and his coach should be commended 
for all of their hard work throughout this past 
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to their school and community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Jacob 
Warren for a job well done. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KYLE 
DICKHAUS OF EUREKA HIGH 
SCHOOL ON WINNING THE MIS-
SOURI CLASS 4 WRESTLING 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP IN THE 
182 POUND WEIGHT CLASS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Kyle Dickhaus of the Eureka High 
School Wildcats on winning the Class 4 Wres-
tling State Championship in the 182 pound 
weight class. 

Kyle and his coach should be commended 
for all of their hard work throughout this past 

year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to their school and community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Kyle 
Dickhaus for a job well done. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. DOROTHY 
ENOMOTO 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that I rise to honor the life of 
my good friend, Dorothy Stevens Enomoto, 
who passed away on February 14th of this 
year. I ask my colleagues to join me in tribute 
to Dorothy’s truly remarkable life which she 
dedicated to civil rights advocacy and public 
service. 

Dorothy Stevens Enomoto was the widow of 
the late Jerry Enomoto, the first Asian-Pacific 
American United States Marshal. Dorothy met 
Jerry during her time in the Department of 
Corrections, where she became the first Afri-
can-American woman to manage a depart-
ment and to hold the position of Deputy Direc-
tor of the Department of Women’s Civil Addict 
Unit at the California Rehabilitation Center. 

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, Dorothy was the 
granddaughter of a former slave. Dorothy was 
a classmate and close friend to Martin Luther 
King, Jr., sharing valedictorian honors with him 
at Booker T. Washington Senior High School 
in Atlanta, Georgia. Eighteen years ago, Doro-
thy cofounded the annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Annual Celebration with her late husband, 
Jerry, and my late husband, Bob. 

After her retirement, Dorothy continued to 
pursue the fight for equality by serving on the 
Sacramento Affirmative Action Committee, the 
Executive Committee of the Sacramento chap-
ter of the NAACP, and numerous other organi-
zations which benefitted from her knowledge 
and experience. She and Jerry also served on 
the U.S. Attorney General’s Greater Sac-
ramento Area Hate Crimes Task Force. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the life of Dorothy Stevens 
Enomoto. Her daughters, Yvonne Roby and 
Marcia Roby Jackson, are living testaments to 
the positive impact she and Jerry made on our 
community and world. 

f 

UNITED POWER, INC. 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud United Power, 
Inc. for receiving the 2017 Economic Develop-
ment Award for Leadership. 

The Economic Development Award for 
Leadership honors a business or individual 
that has been a catalyst for economic vitality 
in Commerce City through creative leadership, 
innovation, facilitation, collaboration or through 
contribution of resources. United Power is a 
community-based, progressive utility coopera-
tive serving 900 square miles along the north 
central range of the Colorado Rockies. The 
company has an electric franchise agreement 

with Commerce City to provide service to the 
city’s growth areas in the northeast. United 
Power’s capital investment in Commerce City 
includes a Reunion Substation with 37.5MVA 
(mega volt amp) transformer that is designed 
to support future expansion. 

In addition, United Power provides monetary 
and volunteer support for community events, 
non-profit organizations, service groups and 
chambers. United Power also has a charitable 
foundation that offers direct grants for 501(c)3 
organizations that provide services to United 
Power members. Employees at United Power 
also sit on numerous boards. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
United Power, Inc. for this well-deserved rec-
ognition by Commerce City. 

f 

WOMEN’S DAY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the 2017 
International Women’s Day as this is an im-
portant time to celebrate women and the great 
strides made with gender equality. Today is an 
opportunity to highlight the tremendous ac-
complishments of women all over the world for 
their achievements without regard to divisions, 
whether national, ethnic, linguistic, cultural, 
economic or political who pave the way for our 
future generation. 

Women’s rights are an important issue for 
our country. As a father of daughters, I value 
the contributions women make to our country 
and our communities. That is why I voted for 
both the Paycheck Fairness Act and the Lilly 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 to help close 
the gender gap that currently exists between 
men and women. We must work to ensure 
equal pay for equal work and support women 
and their families in the workplace and at 
home. On a global scale, the United Nation’s 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) is 
working to ensure the rights of women in 
every country I support these efforts and all 
efforts to ensure women are treated equally 
across our country and the world. 

I extend my deepest gratitude to all 
attendees today for recognizing the contribu-
tions of women around the world. 

f 

JACK ETHREDGE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jack Ethredge 
and his 32-year tenure as City Manager with 
the City of Thornton in Colorado. 

Jack Ethredge began serving as City Man-
ager in January 1985 and served in that ca-
pacity until his retirement in March 2017. Dur-
ing his tenure, Jack oversaw the construction 
of many large-scale projects and helped im-
prove the collaboration between City Council 
and staff to implement Thornton’s vision and 
overall growth of the city. 
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Specifically, Jack spearheaded several inter-

governmental agreements with surrounding 
cities and school districts, including an agree-
ment with the City of Westminster, which was 
the first of its kind in Colorado. These agree-
ments helped better coordinate planning in 
terms of costs, revenue and future growth 
areas among Thornton’s neighboring commu-
nities. 

In addition, these agreements helped make 
Thornton’s city services more efficient and 
cost-effective including snow and ice control 
removal on shared streets, special transit 
services for seniors and low-moderate income 
residents, and coordination of transportation 
planning. The Denver Regional Council of 
Governments and the Colorado Municipal 
League have recognized several of these pro-
grams virtually every year since 1986. 

Jack’s vision, leadership, and commitment 
to public service and his local community has 
been recognized by a wide variety of organi-
zations and awards including: Metro North 
Chamber of Commerce’s Economic Developer 
of the Year; Denver Federal Executive Board’s 
Distinguished Local Government Award; and 
1986 Man of the Year by the Northglenn- 
Thornton Sentinel. 

I extend my deepest appreciation to Jack 
Ethredge for his service and commitment to 
the City of Thornton and I wish him all the 
best in retirement. 

f 

HONORING HARRISBURG FIRE 
LIEUTENANT DENNIS DEVOE 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I honor Harrisburg Fire Lieu-
tenant Dennis DeVoe, and express my deep-
est condolences to his family, colleagues, and 
friends. 

On March 11, 2017, Lt. DeVoe was on his 
way to pick up his gear to respond to a house 
fire when his vehicle was T-boned. Lt. DeVoe 
sustained fatal injuries in the crash, passing 
later that night surrounded by his family. This 
honorable man lost his life while in the proc-
ess of saving the lives of others, and the peo-
ple of Harrisburg, along with myself, are for-
ever grateful for the service he provided his 
community. 

Lt. DeVoe graduated from Kennard-Dale 
High School in 1989 and later attended Thad-
deus Stevens School of Technology, earning 
an Associate’s Degree of Applied Science in 
Automotive Technology. Lt. DeVoe was a 
1996 graduate of the 14th Fire Academy at 
Harrisburg Area Community College and faith-
fully served the Harrisburg Fire Department 
Squad 8 in the 21 years since. Additionally, Lt. 
DeVoe was a member of the Pennsylvania 
Search and Rescue and a state Fire Instructor 
at Harrisburg Area Community College as well 
as the York County Fire School. Lt. DeVoe 
was actively involved in the community. Lt. 
DeVoe volunteered with numerous area fire 
departments and coached local soccer teams. 
Lt. DeVoe’s colleagues described him as a 
kind and energetic leader who prioritized com-
munity, service to others, and his family above 
all else. 

Lt. DeVoe is survived by his wife, Amy 
DeVoe, and their four children, Carson, Aliza, 

Emma, and Jake, his mother, Joyce Webb, 
and her husband, Robert, and his brother, 
Brian DeVoe, and his wife, Sheila. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
life and service of Lt. Dennis DeVoe, for his 
selfless heroism and dedication to his commu-
nity and his family. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RYAN HERMAN 
OF ST. CLAIR HIGH SCHOOL ON 
WINNING THE MISSOURI CLASS 2 
WRESTLING STATE CHAMPION-
SHIP IN THE 145 POUND WEIGHT 
CLASS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Ryan Herman of the St. Clair High 
School Bulldogs on winning the Class 2 Wres-
tling State Championship in the 145 pound 
weight class. 

Ryan and his coach should be commended 
for all of their hard work throughout this past 
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to their school and community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Ryan 
Herman for a job well done. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FIRST ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD CHURCH IN SULLIVAN, 
MISSOURI ON ITS 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a church in my district, First 
Assembly of God in Sullivan, Missouri, on its 
100th anniversary. It will be observing this 
milestone on October 8, 2017. 

First Assembly of God was founded on June 
4, 1917 by Reverend R.O. Miller with 42 char-
ter members. The church is known for its long- 
standing history of providing Christian services 
in the community. Its first building was dedi-
cated on March 18, 1923 which served the 
congregation until its relocation on September 
14, 1969 to its current home on Elmont Road. 

The mission statement of First Assembly of 
God is to ‘‘Exalt the Lord through worship, 
Equip the saints through discipleship, Evan-
gelize the lost through outreach and missions, 
Embrace each other through fellowship, and 
Encourage the hurting through ministry.’’ 
Throughout the past 100 years this mission 
statement has been the foundation on which 
the church stands and shares the love of God 
with those in the community. 

There are various programs offered at First 
Assembly of God for children, men, and 
women of all ages. Christian enrichment class-
es that are offered include Sunday School, 
Nursery, Kingdom Kids, Girls Club, Royal 
Rangers, Jr. High, Anchor 5.8, Anchor Youth, 
Late Night, and Women’s/Men’s Ministry. 

Reverend Kyle Phillips currently serves as 
the Senior Pastor at First Assembly of God. 
He has served in this capacity for 10 years. 

Pastor Phillips serves the church alongside 
Youth Pastors Reverends Michael and Anna 
Maschmeyer, Children’s Director Cascha Phil-
lips, Executive Assistant and Treasurer Kay 
and Larry Cunieo, and Maintenance Director 
Robert Davis. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing First As-
sembly of God Church on its 100th anniver-
sary. The commitment this church has shown 
to the Lord, its parishioners, and the entire 
community is acknowledged by this milestone 
anniversary. 

f 

HONORING THE NAPA JUNIOR 
GIRLS SOFTBALL LEAGUE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Napa Junior Girls 
Softball League (NJGSL) upon the 50th anni-
versary of its founding. The NJGSL has been 
a trailblazing community partner and has sup-
ported the success of generations of Napa 
girls. 

The NJGSL is a recreational league that of-
fers girls ages 5–12 the opportunity to learn 
and play softball in a supportive environment. 
NJGSL participants learn the importance of 
staying active and healthy and have fun at the 
same time. 

NJGSL participants also learn valuable life 
lessons that serve them well both on and off 
the field. Coaches, organizers, and parents 
focus on building teamwork and sportsman-
ship skills which will help girls communicate 
and maintain positive self-esteem throughout 
their lives. Furthermore, League alumni have 
even gone on to excel in collegiate softball ca-
reers. 

Mr. Speaker, the Napa Junior Girls Softball 
League has been teaching girls in our commu-
nity both softball and life skills for an impres-
sive five decades. Therefore, it is fitting and 
proper that we honor the NJGSL here today. 

f 

ARDENT MILLS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Ardent Mills 
for receiving the 2017 Commerce City Busi-
ness of the Year Award. 

The Business of the Year Award is given to 
a Commerce City company with a pioneer 
spirit that has shown a history of leadership 
within its industry and the community. Ardent 
Mills is the independent joint venture of 
Cargill, ConAgra and Horizon Milling. The 
company offers a broad range of flours, mixes, 
blends, and specialty products along with 
technical support, customer service and the 
supply assurance of a coast-to-coast network. 
Ardent Mills operates a network of more than 
forty community flour mills and bakery mix fa-
cilities in the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico, 
including one in Commerce City. 

Ardent Mills aims to nurture customers and 
communities with its innovative grain-based 
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solutions in order to create a positive impact 
with employees, customers, communities and 
partners. In honor of their 80th anniversary in 
Commerce City, Ardent Mills hosted its first 
Community Day in May 2016 and hosted mill 
tours and demonstrations to show their appre-
ciation to local farmers and customers. Ardent 
Mills’ employees donate their time at the Food 
Bank of the Rockies and Kids First of Com-
merce City as well as contributing flour dona-
tions to organizations in and around Com-
merce City. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
Ardent Mills for this well-deserved recognition 
by Commerce City. 

f 

BIRKO CORPORATION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Birko Cor-
poration for receiving the 2017 Commerce City 
Business on the Move Award. 

The Business on the Move Award recog-
nizes businesses bringing new employment, 
growth in sales, or new capital investment to 
the city in the last year. Birko Corporation is 
a female-owned business that manufactures 
more than 400 concentrated food safety solu-
tions and provides safe chemical formulations, 
state-of-the-art harvest and dispensing equip-
ment, servicing capabilities, and integrated IT 
solutions for beef, poultry, pork, produce and 
brewery applications. 

Birko Corporation has been in Commerce 
City for 25 years, growing their workforce by 
10 percent in 2016. Birko is also heavily in-
volved in community service both locally and 
nationally. Their fundraising efforts include do-
nations to the American Red Cross, Girls on 
the Run of the Rockies, and several scholar-
ship funds for college students. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
Birko Corporation for this well-deserved rec-
ognition by Commerce City. 

f 

ASAHI FOOD, INC. 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Asahi Food, 
Inc. for receiving the 2017 Business on the 
Move Award. 

The Business on the Move Award recog-
nizes businesses bringing new employment, 
growth in sales, or new capital investment to 
the city in the last year. Asahi Food was 
founded six years ago in Commerce City by 
Owner and President, Paul Guan. The busi-
ness began with one client, Hapa Sushi in 
Denver, and today is a leading seafood sup-
plier, delivering fresh-cut fish for more than 
200 restaurants in Colorado and surrounding 
states. Their General Manager is Charlene 
Thai, founder of the Asian Restaurant Asso-
ciation. 

Asahi Food is also extremely involved in the 
community and is an active member of the 

Takayama Sister Cities organization, Japan 
American Society of Colorado, and other Jap-
anese community groups. They are also active 
with the local Chinese and Taiwanese commu-
nities. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
Asahi Food, Inc. for this well-deserved rec-
ognition by Commerce City. 

f 

TESTIMONY OF SHELTA WILSON 
ON THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF 
THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I enter the powerful words of my 
constituent, Shelta Wilson, who supports the 
Affordable Care Act and the protections it pro-
vides our most vulnerable citizens. 

‘‘Let me introduce myself. My name is 
Shelta Wilson. I am 37 years old, and I oper-
ate a home daycare business in New Haven, 
Connecticut. It would be my pleasure to tell 
you why affordable healthcare is important 
to me. A couple of years ago, I was diagnosed 
with type 2 diabetes. At that time, I have no 
health insurance, and my health was seri-
ously declining. It was impossible for me to 
run my business with these health issues. 

Through networking, I was informed on 
where to go for affordable healthcare. It is 
called Access Health Exchange, and I was ap-
proved by them immediately. I was able to get 
the supplies and medication I needed to run 
by business. As of right now, I and 100% free 
of diabetes and the medication that went with 
it. I feel good and truly know that without Ac-
cess Health Exchange and the Affordable 
Care Act, I would not be able to stand here 
and talk to you guys today about how impor-
tant it is to have affordable health care. Hav-
ing health insurance truly saved my life.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING DIRK NOWITZKI’S 
30,000 POINT MILESTONE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride for my 
hometown Dallas Mavericks and my good 
friend Dirk Nowitzki that I celebrate his 
30,000th career point. On March 7th, 2017, 
with a baseline jump shot we have seen so 
many times, Dirk Nowitzki joined the ranks of 
NBA legends Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Karl Ma-
lone, Kobe Bryant, Michael Jordan and Wilt 
Chamberlain in the 30K points club. I could 
not be happier for my friend. 

In 1998, Dirk Nowitzki, who was born in 
Germany, was drafted into the NBA and im-
mediately traded to the Dallas Mavericks. 
Since then, he has played 19 seasons with 
the same team, and in that time won an MVP 
award, a national championship, and touched 
the minds and hearts of so many Dallasites, 
basketball fans and not. His professional dedi-
cation to our city is unmatched these days in 
professional sports, and so is his charm and 
sense of humor. 

But even more important than any basket-
ball achievement, Dirk Nowitzki is a kind and 
good-natured person. He has made Dallas his 
home, and does not rest until all of its citizens 
enjoy better opportunities in their lives. He im-
presses me on the basketball court, but off the 
court, with people, is where his true splendid-
ness is showcased. Mr. Speaker, may the 
record celebrate this historic accomplishment 
for a man who will be destined for history no 
matter what he does. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. WILBUR 
WILLIAMS FOR HIS 50 YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the retirement of Dr. 
Wilbur Williams from Indiana Wesleyan Uni-
versity in Marion, Indiana. Dr. Williams is a be-
loved member of the Indiana Wesleyan com-
munity, as well as the greater Marion commu-
nity. Through his 50 years of teaching, he has 
taught over 17,000 students, led over a hun-
dred trips to the Bible lands, and is an accom-
plished author. The people of Indiana’s Fifth 
Congressional District are forever grateful for 
Dr. Wilbur Williams’ commitment to educating 
the next generation of Indiana students to be 
knowledgeable, passionate, and active mem-
bers of their community and the world. 

Born in Gas City, Indiana to William and 
Idelta Williams, Dr. Williams is a life-long Hoo-
sier. He graduated from Fairmount High 
School and later attended Marion College, 
now Indiana Wesleyan, for his undergraduate 
studies. He married Ardelia Lee Williams, an-
other beloved faculty member of Indiana Wes-
leyan, in 1953. After his undergraduate stud-
ies, Dr. Williams was a pastor at Sheridan 
Wesleyan Church in Sheridan, Indiana from 
1953 to 1958. In 1957, during his time as pas-
tor, Dr. Williams earned a Master of Science 
from Butler University. He then went on to be-
come the Assistant General Manager of the 
Higley Press and Publishing Company from 
1959 to 1960 then Plant Manager at the Econ-
omy Printing Concern from 1960 to 1961. Dr. 
Williams was then the Circulation Manager of 
the Christian Freedom Foundation from 1961 
to 1966 as well as was the Editor of the Evan-
gelical Sunday School commentary from 1960 
through 1973. He earned his Master of Arts 
from New York University in 1965 and shortly 
thereafter, he came back home to Indiana and 
began his long career as an associate pro-
fessor, teaching Old Testament and Archae-
ology, for Indiana Wesleyan University. Dr. 
Williams earned his Doctorate of Divinity from 
Oklahoma Wesleyan University in 1992. 

Dr. Williams is perhaps one of the most 
well-known professors in Indiana Wesleyan 
history. Many students have taken his course, 
Old Testament Survey, where he has been 
known to incorporate his 40 plus years’ experi-
ence in Israel Archeological excavations into 
the material he teaches. Not only is he a long 
serving professor, he is beloved by his stu-
dents. He has been elected ‘‘Professor of the 
Year’’ eight times, most recently in 2009 and 
2010. Dr. Williams for many years taught for 
only a $1 annual salary, so that the money 
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could be dedicated to maintain the Williams 
Prayer Chapel. The small Gothic-style chapel 
in the center of campus opened in August 
2001, and is designed to provide a place of 
solitude for students to experience a moment 
of peace with the Lord amidst their busy 
schedules. Dr. Williams’ wife, Ardelia Williams, 
who taught for many years within the Indiana 
Wesleyan Art Department, crafted all of the 
stained glass windows in the small sanctuary. 

In addition to Dr. Williams’ time as a faculty 
member at Indiana Wesleyan, he has been 
active on Indian archaeological digs through-
out the United States. He has been even more 
active on excavations in Israel and North Afri-
ca. He dug for over 40 years in such cities as 
Arad, Aphek, Jerusalem, Carthage, Lacbish, 
Megiddo, Jezreel and Hazor. In September of 
2005, at the Indiana-Israel Dinner of State, 
Israel Bonds bestowed upon Dr. Williams the 
honor of ‘‘Friend of Israel’’. Governor Mitch 
Daniels, who was honorary co-chair of the din-
ner, also presented Williams a ‘‘Distinguished 
Hoosier’’ award. Altogether Dr. Williams has 
been to the Bible lands 156 times, nearly all 
of which have been to Israel. The Israeli Min-
istry of Tourism honored Dr. Williams for his 
many trips to the Holy Land, by presenting 
him with a sterling silver copy of a 1585 world 
map depicting Jerusalem as the center of the 
world. 

Dr. Williams is an accomplished author who 
has published many articles and three books: 
one of poetry titled, ‘‘From Sand to Glass’’; 
one on the Ten Commandments titled ‘‘How 
To Find Your Maximum Happiness,’’ and the 
other a Commentary on the book of Genesis. 
He is currently writing ‘‘God’s Grand Design 
and Satan’s Counter Plan’’. 

On behalf of all Hoosiers, I wish to extend 
a heartfelt thank you to Dr. Williams for his 
many years in education, for his contributions 
to our Hoosier community, our nation, and the 
resilient nation of Israel. I want to congratulate 
Dr. Williams on his remarkable career and I 
wish the very best to Dr. Williams, to his wife 
Ardelia, and to their children and their families, 
in his well-deserved retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent from votes March 15 and March 
16, 2017. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: YEA on Roll Call No. 159, YEA on Roll 
Call No. 160, YEA on Roll Call No. 161, YEA 
on Roll Call No. 162, YEA on Roll Call No. 
163, YEA on Roll Call No. 164, NAY on Roll 
Call No. 165, NAY on Roll Call No. 166, NAY 
on Roll Call No. 167, YEA on Roll Call No. 
168, YEA on Roll Call No. 169. 

f 

TESTIMONY OF MARGARET ADAIR 
QUINN ON THE POSITIVE IMPACT 
OF THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 20, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I enter the powerful words of my 

constituent, Maggie Quinn, who supports the 
Affordable Care Act and the protections it pro-
vides our most vulnerable citizens. 

‘‘On December 7, 1991 I fell and broke my 
back in two places. Fortunately I have re-
gained most of my mobility but at the time 
it ended my career in the professional the-
atre. I pulled myself together and with my 
husband started small business which has 
kept us afloat. I was doubly fortunate during 
those years to be able to retain vested be-
yond COBRA medical insurance for both of 
us through my union, Actor’s Equity Asso-
ciation. 

Then, in 2000, my husband was diagnosed 
with rheumatoid arthritis—so we both then 
had ‘‘pre-existing conditions.’’ 

The ACA insurance covered his treatment 
and drugs, we kept our business going, and 
were proud that we were at no time a burden 
on our state or society as a whole, but by 
2013, the last year of my AEA coverage, our 
combined premiums and co-pays neared 40% 
of our net income. 

After the Affordable Care Act was passed 
and Connecticut opened its insurance ex-
change, my union terminated my insurance 
eligibility and, because I had an ACA option 
available in Connecticut, and because my 
premiums were less than the union’s costs to 
cover us. At the time, our premiums alone 
were over 18,000 a year, a severe financial 
hardship for two self-employed 58 year olds, 
and I knew even then that we would not be 
able to sustain them for much longer. 

Because of the ACA and the Connecticut 
exchange, we were able to enroll in a terrific 
plan, with a reasonable deductible and, with 
the tax credit figured in, with premiums less 
than half of what we had been paying. Every 
year since 2014, our premiums have decreased 
(they are about 6,000$ a year now) and our 
deductibles have not risen commensurately. 
We have been well cared for, my husband’s 
drug costs, which at retail would be approxi-
mately 5,000 a month, have not crippled us, 
and we have continued to work at our small 
business, to pay our federal, state, local and 
corporate taxes, and contribute to the pros-
perity of our town, our state, and the econ-
omy of or nation. We have been able to put 
money away for our eventual retirement. 

Now, with the impending repeal of the 
ACA, that is all in jeopardy. 

My husband’s Great Grandmother also had 
Rheumatoid arthritis, and her obituary in 
the Waterbury Republican/American says 
she spent the last ten years of her life in bed. 

Ms. DeLauro, I am, quite frankly, terrified 
that this is the prospect that awaits my hus-
band without the safeties of the ACA. It will 
mean the end of our business, and the end of 
our livelihood, the end of our ability to pay 
taxes and support our customers, our com-
munity, and our state. 

At nearly 62, with the medical problems we 
both have, we are not realistically employ-
able by any company large enough to provide 
medical insurance. If the ACA tax credits 
and the mandate that preexisting conditions 
cannot factor in insurance coverage are done 
away with, we are likely to end up in a high 
risk pool at best, and what would those self- 
pay premiums be now, given inflation? 
$25,000 a year? $30,000? We simply cannot af-
ford it. And without the ACA mandated re-
moval of lifetime caps, my husband will 
surely cap out given his high drug costs. I 
cannot really express the depths of my fear 
that we risk becoming burdens on our state 
and its already stretched social safety net. 
The ACA has given us the promise of whole, 
useful working lives without the fear of pen-
ury. Please, Ms. DeLauro, help us keep the 
ACA.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on March 9, 2017, I missed roll 
call vote No. 139 on the floor of the House of 
Representatives. Had I been present, I would 
have voted nay. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on March 17, 
2017 I was absent for recorded vote No. 170 
and No. 171, as I was delayed while leading 
a critical discussion with Secretary of Home-
land Security John Kelly in my capacity as 
Chair of the Democratic Caucus. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I were here: On Roll Call No. 170 I 
would have voted yes. On Roll Call No. 171 
I would have voted yes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANT 
ACHIEVEMENT OF CHIEF JUS-
TICE CAROLYN WRIGHT 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I wish 
to recognize the significant career of Chief 
Justice Carolyn Wright, as well as celebrate 
her recent reception of the 2017 Texas 
Women Lawyers Pathfinder Award—an honor 
given to an individual who has championed 
the advancement of women in the law, and 
has shown creativity and leadership within that 
field. Chief Justice Wright has been a trail-
blazer for women of color working in the legal 
field; and therefore, I could not think of anyone 
more deserving of such an honor. 

Along with other positions that were histor-
ical firsts for women and minorities in Texas, 
Chief Justice Wright is the first African-Amer-
ican to be appointed to an intermediate court, 
as well as the first woman to win a multi-coun-
ty election for any state elected office. Prior to 
these esteemed positions, Wright has been a 
judge with more than 30 years experience in 
civil, family, criminal, and mediation law. Addi-
tionally, she has served as a practicing attor-
ney, Dallas County associate judge, state dis-
trict judge, as well as a Justice on the Court 
of Appeals, after being appointed by then- 
Governor George W. Bush in 1995. 

Although her resume is quite significant, 
none of it is as impressive as she is as a com-
munity member. For the entire time that I have 
known her, Carolyn Wright has been an up-
standing citizen and proud Dallasite. Those 
who know her both in and out of the court-
room can attest to her dedication to her work, 
but at the same time to her thoughtfulness as 
a leader and a friend. Mr. Speaker, may the 
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record show that this woman deserves rec-
ognition for the incredible career she has 
made for herself, and the way her life has 
touched others. 

f 

TESTIMONY OF ALEXIS DECECCHI 
ON THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF 
THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I enter the powerful words of my 
constituent, Alexis Dececchi, who supports the 
Affordable Care Act and the protections it pro-
vides our most vulnerable citizens. 

‘‘Hi, my name is Alexis Dececchi. I want to 
thank Congresswoman DeLauro for taking 
the time out of her busy schedule to gather 
us here so we can tell our stories about the 
ACA. I would not be standing here today if it 
weren’t for the ACA. I think everyone who 
has developed a major health problem re-
members ‘‘that day’’— the day everything 
changed. For me, that day was December 
28th, 2012. I refer to this as my second birth-
day. 

During the night of the 28th, my body 
mounted an inflammatory autoimmune at-
tack against my nervous system, causing me 
to suffer brain damage. When I awoke, por-
tions of my memory, processing, and visual 
system had been compromised. Months of 
fearful confusion followed until the cause 
was discovered: I had a cellular immuno-
deficiency affecting my natural killer cells. 
This caused me to be more susceptible to 
viral and fungal infections. This suscepti-
bility also caused autoimmune inflammation 
in my nervous system and brain. 

Without the protection of the ACA, I would 
be defined as having a pre-existing condition, 
and be subject to expensive, high-risk insur-
ance pools, or potentially be uninsured. 
Without insurance, I would be unable to af-
ford the experimental antivirals and the bi-
weekly infusions of immunoglobulin that I 
need, which currently cost over $8000 every 
month. A reinstatement of lifetime policy 
caps would also endanger my access to this 
treatment. 

Since receiving my infusions, I have seen 
improvements in my condition. I have fewer 
seizures and cognitive issues, and I’ve re-
gained some of my physical strength. This 
year, I was finally able to return to the 
workforce and hold down a part-time job. 
None of this would be possible for me with-
out the ACA. Though I have improved, there 
is no cure for my condition, and I will re-
quire these treatments indefinitely. Without 
them, I would start to backslide physically 
and develop dementia-like symptoms. 

The chronic illness and disability commu-
nity is one of the country’s biggest minority 
groups, but one of the most overlooked. Be-
cause of the nature of our disabilities, it has 
been hard for us to organize, especially if 
each day is a fight for survival. We should 
have the equal rights and protections of 
other minority groups in this country. Right 
now, our current administration is fighting 
over policies and ideals, but what we are 
fighting for is survival. That is a very dif-
ferent type of struggle and one that we can-
not afford to lose. The ACA was a step in the 
right direction for millions of Americans. We 
can’t take a step back. I want to continue to 
move forward in my life, and I want to do 
the same for other chronically ill individ-
uals. We need to stand together, and stand 

with, our representatives who understand 
that healthcare is a right, not a privilege.’’ 

f 

THE COLUMBIA RIVER IN-LIEU 
AND TREATY FISHING ACCESS 
SITES IMPROVEMENT ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 20, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
am reintroducing the Columbia River In-Lieu 
and Treaty Fishing Access Sites Improvement 
Act. For decades now, the federal government 
has forgone its obligations to the four Colum-
bia River Treaty Tribes, after flooding tribal 
communities, houses, and traditional hunting 
and fishing sites with the construction of the 
Bonneville, The Dalles, and John Day dams. 

This bill is just part of the work we are pur-
suing to improve the living conditions at these 
sites along the Columbia River. This issue de-
serves significant attention and investment 
from the federal government. The history of 
the 31 Columbia River In-Lieu and Treaty 
Fishing Access Sites dates back decades. De-
velopment that began in the 1930s displaced 
many members of the four Columbia River 
treaty tribes: the Warm Springs, Umatilla, Nez 
Perce, and Yakama Nation. Those tribes have 
a treaty-protected right to fish along the river 
at their usual and accustomed places that 
needs to be respected. 

The tribes were also promised housing to 
replace what was inundated after the dams 
became operational and that promise has 
largely not been kept. I’m working with my col-
leagues and the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers (Corps), the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish 
Commission, and the effected tribes to ad-
dress these unmet needs through the appro-
priations process and other legislation. 

To address fishing access that was wiped 
out by the dams, the Corps constructed 31 
small sites along the Columbia, designed pri-
marily for daily, in-season fishing access and 
temporary camping. However, largely due to 
the lack of promised permanent housing and 
out of a desire to be closer to the Columbia 
River, their cultural heritage, and traditional 
fishing areas, many tribal members live in 
makeshift housing or shelters at these sites. 
Because they were not designed for longer- 
term or permanent use, the conditions at 
these sites are deeply distressing and unsafe, 
without proper electricity, sewers, or water. I 
have seen these conditions firsthand on mul-
tiple visits, and they have garnered attention 
from local and national media. The sites are in 
dire need of urgent upgrades to electrical, 
sewer, and other infrastructure, beyond their 
daily operations and maintenance needs. 

This legislation calls for BIA to conduct a 
much-needed assessment of current condi-
tions at the In-Lieu and Treaty Fishing Access 
sites under BIA ownership on both sides of 
the Columbia, in coordination with the tribes. It 
authorizes the BIA to improve existing federal 
structures and infrastructure, improve sanita-
tion and safety conditions, and improve ac-
cess to electricity, sewer, and water infrastruc-
ture. BIA may contract with tribes and tribal or-
ganizations to conduct this important work that 
will lay a critical foundation for the construction 
of permanent tribal housing. 

This is a significant and meaningful step in 
improving the living conditions at these sites 
and should be passed by the House and Sen-
ate. Our efforts will not stop here. I will con-
tinue working with federal partners and tribal 
nations to see that the need for more perma-
nent housing is fulfilled and tribal member’s 
treaty rights are respected. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE BROOKLYN 
CHINESE-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate the Brooklyn Chinese-American 
Association (BCA) as they celebrate the 
twelfth anniversary of their Sixth Avenue Sen-
ior Center. 

The Sixth Avenue Center is one of nine lo-
cations throughout Brooklyn dedicated to the 
wellbeing and livelihood of seniors and the 
people who care about them. 

After securing funding from The Aging in 
New York Fund (DFTA) in 2012, the Center 
now serves over 200 seniors every day. 
Whether providing hearty meals, medical 
screenings, or recreational events like birthday 
parties and field trips, the Center is an invalu-
able part of the greater community of Sixth 
Avenue in Brooklyn. 

In the face of uncertain times and proposed 
budget cuts, creating and maintaining a warm 
and welcoming space for seniors is a testa-
ment to the hard work of the BCA staff. Their 
presence in the community helps some of our 
most vulnerable neighbors and makes Brook-
lyn and all of New York a better place to live. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the staff and all those 
involved with the Sixth Avenue Senior Center 
for their dedication to the seniors of Brooklyn. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating them on 12 years of service. 

f 

TESTIMONY OF DOMENIQUE 
THORNTON ON THE POSITIVE IM-
PACT OF THE AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 20, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I enter the powerful words of my 
constituent, Dominique Thornton, who sup-
ports the Affordable Care Act and the protec-
tions it provides our most vulnerable citizens. 

‘‘Thank you Congresswoman DeLauro for 
giving us this opportunity to tell you how 
essential the Affordable Care Act is in our 
lives and what a difference it has made for us 
not to be denied insurance coverage because 
of preexisting conditions. First of all I want 
to remind everyone that the full name of the 
law is the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. One of the most important protec-
tions it affords us is the protection not to be 
denied health insurance coverage due to pre-
existing conditions. Why would Members of 
Congress who represent the people of their 
districts ever seek to repeal patient protec-
tions? 
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I speak today as a mother of an adult 

daughter who wanted to be here personally to 
tell her story but could not be and gave me 
her permission to share her story. I have been 
an advocate for mental health for the last 10 
years because I found out that my daughter 
suffers from PTSD, chronic anxiety and de-
pression as well as other psychological condi-
tions as a result of sexual assault and physical 
abuse. One in five women experience sexual 
assault in this country. One in four has experi-
enced domestic violence. Incredibly being the 
victim of sexual assault or domestic violence 
and the resulting psychological disorders are 
considered preexisting conditions by insurance 
companies for which they will deny coverage 
and consequently needed treatment. If a 
woman is brave enough to report the trauma, 
she will be denied coverage and treatment for 
it the next time she changes insurance if the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is 
repealed. If a woman is struggling in the after-
math of trauma and seeks treatment she will 
be penalized by being denied coverage for the 
conditions she suffers as a result of trauma 
the next time she changes policies if the ACA 
is repealed. Her diagnosis will be a part of her 
permanent health record which insurance 
companies will use to determine what they will 
cover and what preexisting conditions will be 
denied. 

Another patient protection that specifi-
cally protects women and which will also be 
eliminated if the ACA is repealed is equal 
cost for men and women. If the ACA is re-
pealed insurance companies will again be 
able to charge woman more money for the 
same coverage as polices sold to men. It is 
discriminatory that women earn only 80% of 
what men earn at most but it is worse that 
they will also be charged higher premiums 
than men for the same coverage through no 
fault of their own except the immutable 
characteristic that they were born female. 

Women are thus pushed farther and farther 
into poverty and their only choice is to access 
the public health system in Medicaid. With 
State dollars stretched thin and the federal 
government considering further cuts to Med-
icaid women’s health will be further adversely 
disproportionately impacted. The wealthy in-
surance companies who would be required to 
cover women regardless of preexisting condi-
tions at the same cost will be off the hook and 
the taxpayers will have to cover the cost of 
care through our tax dollars. If we the tax-
payers are already paying to care for the sick, 
why don’t we have a public option and use the 
leverage of large numbers. There are 24 mil-
lion people now covered by the ACA today 
which can negotiate the cost of health care 
and prescription drugs down to a more afford-
able cost. The answers are there to bring the 
costs of health care down. Will Congress have 

the courage to stand up for what is right and 
seek solutions that are fair and equitable for 
the American people? Do not repeal the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Make 
changes for the better such as using the buy-
ing power of large numbers to reduce costs.’’ 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 21, 2017 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

MARCH 22 

9 a.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of R. Alexander Acosta, of Florida, 
to be Secretary of Labor. 

SD–430 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the prom-
ises and perils of emerging tech-
nologies for cybersecurity. 

SD–106 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the state of 
global humanitarian affairs. 

SD–419 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine perspectives 

from the DHS frontline, focusing on 
evaluating staffing resources and re-
quirements. 

SD–342 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-

amine the legislative presentation of 
multiple veterans service organiza-
tions. 

SD–G50 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine defense 
readiness and budget update. 

SD–192 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, 
Fisheries, and Coast Guard 

To hold hearings to examine the state of 
the Coast Guard, focusing on ensuring 
military, national security, and en-
forcement capability and readiness. 

SR–253 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health 

Policy 
To hold hearings to examine a progress 

report on conflict minerals. 
SD–419 

3:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Airland 

To hold hearings to examine Army mod-
ernization. 

SR–222 

MARCH 23 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States European Command. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Jay Clayton, of New York, to be 
a Member of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission. 

SD–538 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Personnel 

To hold hearings to examine Department 
of Defense civilian personnel reform. 

SR–232A 

MARCH 29 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Subcommittee on Federal Spending Over-

sight and Emergency Management 
To hold hearings to examine the effect of 

borrowing on Federal spending. 
SD–342 

3 p.m. 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
To hold hearings to examine how small 

businesses confront and shape regula-
tions. 

SR–428A 
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