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IN MEMORY OF MR. ROBERT 
‘‘BUDDY’’ O. LAMPI, II 

HON. THOMAS J. ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life of Rob-
ert O. Lampi II, better known as Buddy, of 
Pahokee, Florida, who passed away on March 
10th in Okeechobee, Florida at the age of 71. 

Buddy Lampi’s life was greatly influenced by 
his love of music. An accomplished instrumen-
talist and an exceptionally talented trumpet 
player, his passion led him to pursue a lifelong 
career as a Band Director. Over the 40 years 
that he proudly held this position, he shared 
his love for music with thousands of students 
and inspired them to challenge themselves 
and always strive to reach their full potential. 
Buddy was a graduate of the University of 
Miami, and like his father, a member of the 
Florida Band Master’s Association. 

Outside of the classroom, music remained 
an important part of his life. He was a member 
of the Okeechobee First United Methodist 
Church where he regularly sang with the choir. 
In his spare time, Buddy enjoyed golfing and 
fishing. We are deeply saddened by his loss 
and know that his passion for music will live 
on in the many students he inspired. 

Mr. Speaker, my thoughts and prayers are 
with Mr. Lampi’s family, especially his wife 
Peggy, and loved ones as they mourn his 
passing. He will be greatly missed. 

f 

3D SYSTEMS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize 3D Systems for winning the 
2016 Business Recognition Award from the 
Jeffco EDC. 

Founded in 1986, 3D Systems provides 
comprehensive 3D products and services, in-
cluding printers, print materials, on-demand 
parts services and digital design tools. Its ad-
vanced applications produce equipment used 
on the factory floor to the operating room in-
cluding precision healthcare capabilities such 
as simulation, Virtual Surgical Planning, and 
printing of medical, dental and other surgical 
instruments and devices. As a leader in 3D 
solutions, 3D Systems has spent its 30-year 
history enabling professionals and companies 
to optimize their designs, transform their 
workflows, bring innovative products to market 
and drive new business models. 

Recently, 3D Systems relocated and ex-
panded its operations into a 70,000 square- 
foot facility in unincorporated Jefferson County 
where it expects to almost double the number 
of employees and bring millions in new capital 
investment. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 3D 
Systems for this well-deserved recognition 
from the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HON. ANTHONY 
C. ‘‘TONY’’ BEILENSON 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight 
to pay tribute to our colleague and friend, 
Congressman Anthony C. ‘‘Tony’’ Beilenson, 
who, from 1977 to 1997, represented with dis-
tinction in the House of Representatives a Los 
Angeles-area district. 

Joining me in this statement are my col-
leagues: NANCY PELOSI, DANA ROHRABACHER, 
MAXINE WATERS, KEN CALVERT, ANNA ESHOO, 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, ZOE LOFGREN, BAR-
BARA LEE, GRACE NAPOLITANO, MIKE THOMP-
SON, SUSAN DAVIS, ADAM SCHIFF, LINDA 
SÁNCHEZ, JIM COSTA, DORIS MATSUI, JERRY 
MCNERNEY, JACKIE SPEIER, JUDY CHU, JOHN 
GARAMENDI, KAREN BASS, AMI BERA, JULIA 
BROWNLEY, TONY CÁRDENAS, JARED HUFFMAN, 
ALAN LOWENTHAL, SCOTT PETERS, RAUL RUIZ, 
ERIC SWALWELL, MARK TAKANO, JUAN VARGAS, 
PETE AGUILAR, MARK DESAULNIER, TED LIEU, 
NORMA TORRES, NANETTE BARRAGÁN, SALUD 
CARBAJAL, LUIS CORREA, RO KHANNA, and 
JIMMY PANETTA. 

Tony was widely admired for his integrity, 
thoughtfulness, and effectiveness as a states-
man and is fondly remembered for his warmth, 
caring, and engaging personality. To our great 
sadness, Tony passed away on March 5, 
2017. 

Tony was born in New Rochelle, New York 
on October 26, 1932, and grew up in the New 
York City area. After obtaining a law degree 
from Harvard in 1957, Tony moved to Los An-
geles to work in entertainment law. Soon after 
arriving in California, he sought out public 
service. In 1962, he was elected to the Cali-
fornia State Assembly, and in 1966 to the 
State Senate, where he served until 1977. 
During his tenure in the Legislature, Tony rose 
to become chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee and authored more than 200 laws, 
many of which served as models for laws in 
other states and at the federal level. 

In the U.S. House of Representatives, Tony 
served for nine terms on the Rules Committee 
and was the second most senior minority 
member at the time of his retirement. He also 
spent several terms on the Budget Committee 
and the Intelligence Committee, where he 
served as its chairman in 1989 and 1990. 

Tony was an outspoken and tireless advo-
cate for the causes he believed in. He co- 
chaired the House’s Population Coalition, 
which advocated for strategies to help slow 
world population growth and improve maternal 
health. Serving at a time when efforts were in 
full swing to curb ballooning federal deficits 
and growing debt, Tony was a rare member 

who spoke out in favor of unpopular pro-
posals. He introduced legislation to increase 
the excise tax on gasoline and called for steps 
to reduce spending on even the most popular 
programs. He believed that every federal pro-
gram and tax benefit, no matter how popular, 
should be under consideration for cuts. 

Tony had a great affinity for the natural 
world and worked to save open space and 
protect critical habitats and endangered spe-
cies. He was a leader in efforts to protect the 
world’s remaining African elephants and rhi-
noceroses. 

Tony’s crowning environmental achievement 
was the establishment of the Santa Monica 
Mountains National Recreation Area. The for-
mation of this park helped guarantee that tens 
of thousands of acres of land in the Los Ange-
les metropolitan area would remain natural ha-
vens of open space and continue to benefit 
the millions of people who live in Los Angeles 
and Ventura Counties. Tony authored the 
1978 legislation that established the recreation 
area as a unit of the National Park System, 
and throughout his entire tenure in the House, 
he fought tirelessly for funding to acquire the 
recreation area’s park land and to promote the 
area’s success. 

After Tony retired, Congress passed legisla-
tion to name the recreation area’s principal 
visitor center in his honor. This center, named 
the Anthony C. Beilenson Interagency Visitor 
Center, is located in the heart of the Santa 
Monica Mountains and orients visitors to the 
many features and offerings of the publicly ac-
cessible federal, state, local and privately 
owned lands within the recreation area. 

Tony also secured funding over a period of 
years to create a 160-acre recreational park 
and a 60-acre wildlife refuge in the Sepulveda 
Flood Control Basin in the San Fernando Val-
ley. A park there is also named in his honor. 

While Tony was a Harvard-trained lawyer 
with an impressive legislative record, he was 
a self-effacing person who gave ample credit 
to those involved in his causes and accom-
plishments. He will be remembered for his 
ability to debate difficult and divisive issues in 
a highly respectful manner. 

We send our condolences to his wife Dolo-
res, sons Adam and Peter, daughter Dayna, 
and nine grandchildren. 

f 

RED ROCKS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Red Rocks Community 
College as the 2016 winner of the Genesis 
Award from the Jeffco EDC. 

The Genesis Award recognizes an innova-
tive and collaborative individual, city or organi-
zation that has significantly contributed to Jef-
ferson County’s economic vitality. 

Since 1969, Red Rocks Community College 
has delivered a high-quality education to an 
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eclectic mix of students of all ages, incomes 
and backgrounds. Serving approximately 
14,000 annual students, Red Rocks provides 
a convenient setting with formats ranging tra-
ditional classroom, online, self-paced, and 
weekend classes and campuses in both Lake-
wood and Arvada. Today, Red Rocks offers 
more than 150 programs and 650 courses 
leading to two-year degrees or professional 
certificates. 

Recently, Red Rocks expanded its campus 
in Arvada by adding 50,000 square feet for 
health careers, technologies, and science pro-
grams. The $22.5 million expansion enables 
the community college to respond to the grow-
ing workforce needs of the service area and 
provide access for students interested in the 
health and science industry. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Red 
Rocks Community College for this well-de-
served recognition from the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
CHARLES ANTON GIRARDI 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and career of Mr. Charles 
Girardi. Mr. Girardi dedicated his life to being 
an educator and coach to many students, both 
in his home state of South Dakota as well as 
Merced and Fresno County. Throughout his 
life, he left a lasting legacy by teaching and in-
spiring his students to become positive role 
models. 

Charles Girardi, known to many as Chuck, 
was born in Delcarbon, Colorado and grew up 
in Lead, South Dakota. In his youth, Mr. 
Girardi was an active and gifted athlete. He 
was an especially talented basketball player, 
which earned him an athletic scholarship to 
the University of South Dakota, Vermillion. In 
1944, he enlisted in the United States Navy 
and served in the Pacific until the end of 
World War II. Mr. Girardi was awarded medals 
in the Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign and 
World War II Victory for his honorable service. 
He returned to the University of South Dakota 
shortly after being honorably discharged in 
1946 to continue his studies and play basket-
ball. He later transferred to Fresno State and 
played basketball for the Bulldogs. Mr. Girardi 
was also a member of the Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon Fraternity. 

Mr. Girardi earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Fresno State in 1950 and obtained his 
master’s from Black Hills State College in 
Spearfish, South Dakota. He returned to Fres-
no after being encouraged by his former Fres-
no State coach to return for an opening 
coaching position. Mr. Girardi taught and 
coached at Roosevelt High School until 1974, 
when he began to work as an educator and 
coach at Merced College. During his career, 
he touched the lives of many students and 
took great pride in the accomplishments of his 
players. 

After retiring, Mr. Girardi enjoyed spending 
time with his family and playing golf. He also 
spent several months with his wife at their 
cabin in Black Hills, South Dakota, enjoying 
the familiar weather and his childhood environ-
ment. 

Mr. Girardi is survived by his loving children, 
Cindy, Cathy, Janelle, Guido and Mike, his 
sister Olga Nelson, and his grandchildren Mi-
chael, Stephen, Alexa, Austin, Frank, Xavier, 
and Sabrina. He was preceded in death by his 
devoted wife Mary Lou, his brothers George 
and Joseph, and his parents Giorgio and 
Angelina. He will be dearly missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life and career of Mr. 
Chuck Girardi, a truly celebrated and inspira-
tional individual in his community. As an edu-
cator and coach in Merced and Fresno Coun-
ty, his commitment to education will be appre-
ciated for years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHERYL LYNETTE 
BRANCH MAXWELL 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Sheryl Lynette Branch Maxwell, 
the 33rd Anniversary Honoree of The Daugh-
ters of Sunset in Sikeston, Missouri. Fondly 
known throughout the State of Missouri as 
‘‘Ms. Sherry,’’ Sheryl has continuously served 
the under-privileged and special needs youth 
and adults of the 8th Congressional District 
since 1979. Under Ms. Sherry’s watchful hand, 
a program called Kids’ Beat has grown tre-
mendously. Kids Beat provides a safe and 
educational surrounding for underprivileged 
and special needs children, and has grown to 
cover 30 counties in Missouri. Ms. Sherry has 
also worked as Special Project Coordinator for 
the New Madrid County Health Department. In 
this role, Sheryl helped limited resource resi-
dents and partnered with outside groups to 
generate additional resources for the program. 
Sheryl has been named to advisory commit-
tees for three concurrent Missouri governors 
and spearheaded programs for the Lincoln 
University Cooperative Extension. Ms. Sherry 
even has a day named after her. January 20, 
2013 was declared ‘‘Ms. Sherry Day’’ by the 
City of St. Louis and St. Louis County. 

At Cornerstone Baptist Church, Ms. Sherry 
served her community as a choir president, 
Sunday school teacher, church secretary and 
youth leader. Whether she is raising money 
for those less fortunate or counseling some-
one through a rough time, Ms. Sherry has 
shown true leadership throughout our commu-
nity. 

Today, I am honored to announce Ms. Sher-
ry as the 33rd Anniversary Honoree of The 
Daughters of Sunset. Their mission is ‘‘Making 
a Difference,’’ and I cannot think of a more de-
serving recipient than Sheryl Maxwell. Thank 
you, Ms. Sherry, for making a difference in the 
8th Congressional District of Missouri. 

f 

PRIMUS AEROSPACE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Primus Aerospace for win-
ning the 2016 Business Recognition Award 
from the Jeffco EDC. 

Primus Aerospace is a leading provider of 
high-precision, high-complexity machined com-
ponents, kits and subassemblies for the aero-
space, defense and space industries. Founded 
in 1999, Primus serves aerospace customers 
in North America, Europe and Asia with diver-
sified and complex machined products, as-
sembly services and engineering support. Pri-
mus focuses on core principles of increased 
automation, unique capability, and extraor-
dinary flexibility to their customers while offer-
ing a broad array of manufacturing services in-
cluding machining, assembly, testing, design 
support, welding, grinding, and finishing. 

Primus works hard to add new value every 
year to customers by continually expanding 
their services, improving their processes, and 
maintaining a strategy focused on our cus-
tomers’ needs. This company continues to 
excel, exemplified by its ability to hire 30 new 
employees in 2016. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Pri-
mus Aerospace for this well-deserved recogni-
tion from the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I missed 
three votes due to a meeting at the White 
House with President Trump. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 182, NAY Roll Call No. 183, and YEA on 
Roll Call No. 184. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
THE U.S. ARMY AIR FORCE 2ND 
LIEUTENANT JOHN DONALD 
MUMFORD 

HON. CHARLIE CRIST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a fallen hero who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for his country. Lost on the battle-
fields of Europe during World War II, the re-
mains of Army Air Force 2nd Lieutenant. John 
Donald Mumford have finally returned home to 
St. Petersburg, Florida. 

On June 6, 1944, the same morning U.S. 
forces stormed the beaches at Normandy, 2nd 
Lt. Mumford bravely led a squadron of B–17 
Flying Fortress bombers on a successful air 
raid over Germany. Returning to base, his 
plane was attacked by 10 Nazi warplanes, 
sent crashing into Ukrainian farmland. A mor-
tally wounded 2nd Lt. Mumford was last re-
ported seen by Romanian villagers in 1944, 73 
years ago. 

Cold War tensions prevented the timely re-
covery of 2nd Lt. Mumford’s body. But the his-
torical office at the Department of Defense 
never gave up. They began anew the search 
for 2nd Lt. Mumford’s remains, and from 2007 
to 2016, the POW/MIA Accounting Agency in-
vestigated the alleged crash site, ultimately 
finding proof of a downed WWII-era U.S. air-
craft. With help from Ukrainian Armed Forces 
and local farmers, they uncovered the remains 
of 2nd Lt. Mumford. 
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Mr. Speaker, the United States of America 

never leaves a fallen soldier behind. When 
brothers Ronald and Lynn Woolums stood on 
the Tampa International Airport tarmac last 
week to accept the remains of their uncle, 2nd 
Lt. John Donald Mumford, it represented a 
proud tradition that defines who we are as a 
people. 

I want to express my gratitude for the De-
fense Department’s investigation team who 
made this day possible. 2nd Lt. Mumford is an 
American hero, and his family should beam 
with pride at his sacrifice. And what an amaz-
ing story to pass along from generation to 
generation—we honor our men and women in 
uniform by never forgetting. 

Mr. Speaker, we salute Army Air Forces 2nd 
Lieutenant John Donald Mumford, and all the 
men and women who have given their lives 
protecting the freedoms we so dearly cherish. 
God bless our troops, and God bless America. 

f 

NEW TERRAIN BREWERY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize New Terrain Brewery for 
winning the 2016 Business Recognition Award 
from the Jeffco EDC. 

In 2016, New Terrain Brewery opened on 
Table Mountain Parkway featuring a 2,000- 
square-foot taproom, an outdoor beer garden, 
and a 15,000 square foot production facility 
with a thirty-barrel brew house. The New Ter-
rain team brings their curiosity to the science 
of beer making, working to produce small 
batch, high quality, and creative beers. With 
the motto of ‘‘what if we try this way’’, the 
team continues to create, innovate and ex-
plore new terrain. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to New 
Terrain Brewery for this well-deserved recogni-
tion from the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ALTER-
NATIVES FOR GIRLS’ 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY ON THE DATE OF ITS 
2017 ROLE MODEL DINNER 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Alternatives for Girls on the date of 
its 2017 Role Model dinner. Alternatives for 
Girls provides critical outreach and support to 
at-risk youth to help them grow strong and 
make positive choices to improve their lives. 

Founded in 1987 to provide shelter and care 
for at-risk girls in Detroit, Alternatives for Girls 
began as an all-volunteer organization that op-
erated a five-bed emergency shelter in a De-
troit-area church. As a result of the organiza-
tion’s success and impact, AFG has grown 
significantly in an attempt to fulfill its mission 
to empower and improve the lives of dis-
advantaged young women. Today, Alter-
natives for Girls has over 50 employees and 
operates multiple services on behalf of De-
troit’s at-risk youth. These include after-school 

programs for young women in elementary 
school, several shelter programs to provide 
stable homes and counseling, and outreach 
services to help teens and young women en-
gaged in high-risk activities like gang involve-
ment and drug use. This comprehensive ap-
proach to supporting young women in need 
has been effective in empowering these indi-
viduals to make positive choices and create a 
brighter future for themselves. 

Over the past 25 years, AFG has served 
over 105,000 at-risk girls, women and family 
members. Additionally, 99 percent of the 
young women participating in AFG’s Preven-
tion Program have graduated high school and 
gone on to college. These results underscore 
the impact that AFG’s multidisciplinary and 
evidence-based approaches to reducing harm-
ful behavior have had for at-risk youth in-
volved in the program. Additionally, AFG’s out-
reach efforts have been critical to raising 
awareness of the issues these young women 
face and driving action in state and local gov-
ernment. The progress that AFG has made in 
improving the lives of young girls has been re-
markable and inspiring, and it is my hope that 
the organization continues its critical work in 
the coming years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Alternatives for Girls’ 30th anniver-
sary on the date of its 2017 Role Model Din-
ner. The efforts of the group have impacted 
the lives of countless young women in metro 
Detroit. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CAMBRIA COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Cambria County Farm Bu-
reau in Pennsylvania’s 9th and 12th Congres-
sional Districts for reaching a huge milestone: 
its 50th Anniversary. 

The Cambria County Farm Bureau is a 
grassroots organization consisting of members 
from the local agricultural community who help 
develop and implement policy for the Pennsyl-
vania Farm Bureau. 

Since its founding in 1967, the Cambria 
County Farm Bureau has been instrumental in 
providing legislative outreach and information 
and services for area farmers and rural fami-
lies. It plays a critical role in representing the 
local agricultural industry on a wide variety of 
issues impacting it at the federal and state lev-
els. 

Cambria County has a rich tradition of farm-
ing that is being upheld today by hundreds of 
local farms that help feed and nourish the citi-
zens of Pennsylvania, our nation, and those 
around the world. 

The Cambria County Farm Bureau will be 
celebrating its 50th Anniversary with a dinner 
in Carrolltown on March 29th that includes 
guest speakers Vincent ‘‘Zippy’’ Duvall, Presi-
dent of the American Farm Bureau Federation 
and Rick Ebert, President of Pennsylvania 
Farm Bureau. 

As such, it is with great pleasure that I con-
gratulate the Cambria County Farm Bureau 
and its dedicated members on this 50th Anni-

versary milestone, and wish them an even 
brighter future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 182, 183, 184, 185, 186 and 187. 
Had I been present, I would have voted Aye 
on votes 183, 184, 185 and 187. I would have 
voted Nay on votes 182 and 186. 

f 

ADAPT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize ADAPT as the 2016 winner 
of the Genesis Award from the Jeffco EDC. 

The Genesis Award recognizes an innova-
tive and collaborative individual, city or organi-
zation that has significantly contributed to Jef-
ferson County’s economic vitality. 

The Alliance for the Development of Addi-
tive Processing Technologies (ADAPT) is a re-
search and development organization dedi-
cated to the development of next-generation 
data and advanced technologies for additive 
manufacturing technologies. Their technology 
helps industry and government qualify, stand-
ardize, assess, and optimize advanced manu-
facturing processes and parts. Industry part-
ners such as Faustson Tools, Ball Aerospace 
& Technologies Corporation, and Lockheed- 
Martin Space Systems came together to help 
support and secure a grant from the Colorado 
Office of Economic Development and Inter-
national Trade (OEDIT) to establish ADAPT in 
December 2015. This world-class program is 
headquartered at Colorado School of Mines 
where students and post-doctoral researchers 
specifically work to improve nickel-based and 
titanium-based alloy 3D printing with work 
from Mines students and post-doctoral re-
searchers. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
ADAPT for this well-deserved recognition from 
the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

H.R. 1252, THE DHS ACQUISITION 
AUTHORITIES ACT OF 2017 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the cost estimate from the Congres-
sional Budget Office regarding H.R. 1252. The 
cost estimate was not available at the time of 
the filing of the Committee report. 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, March 22, 2017. 
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional 
Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost 
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estimate for H.R. 1252, the DHS Acquisition 
Authorities Act of 2017. 

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them. 
The CBO staff contact is Mark Grabowicz. 

Sincerely, 
MARK P. HADLEY 

(For Keith Hall). 
Enclosure. 

H.R. 1252—DHS Acquisition Authorities Act of 
2017 

H.R. 1252 would specify which offices in the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
headquarters have responsibility for acquisi-
tion programs. Based on information from 
DHS, CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 
1252 would cost less than $500,000 annually; 
such spending would be subject to the avail-
ability of appropriated funds. 

Enacting the legislation would not affect 
direct spending or revenues; therefore, pay- 
as-you-go procedures do not apply. CBO esti-
mates that enacting H.R. 1252 would not in-
crease net direct spending or on-budget defi-
cits in any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2028. 

H.R. 1252 contains no intergovernmental or 
private-sector mandates as defined in the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would 
not affect the budgets of state, local, or trib-
al governments. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is 
Mark Grabowicz. The estimate was approved 
by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant 
Director for Budget Analysis. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAROL GOSS 
FOR RECEIVING THE ALTER-
NATIVES FOR GIRLS’ ROLE 
MODEL AWARD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Carol Goss, community activist and 
recipient of the Alternatives for Girls’ 2017 
Role Model award. Ms. Goss has helped revi-
talize the city of Detroit and the surrounding 
area through her work with the Skillman Foun-
dation and other community organizations. 

Ms. Goss has been an outstanding advo-
cate for vulnerable women and children. After 
receiving a Master’s in Social Work from the 
University of Michigan, Ms. Goss worked for 
the Stuart Foundation and W.K. Kellogg Foun-
dation as a program manager in support of 
child welfare efforts. In 1998, Ms. Goss joined 
the Skillman Foundation, an organization that 
provides grants to support education, safety 
and youth development initiatives on behalf of 
children in Detroit. After distinguishing herself 
as a senior program officer, Ms. Goss was 
named President and CEO of the foundation, 
where she served until 2013. After her retire-
ment from the Skillman Foundation, Ms. Goss 
participated in Harvard’s Advanced Leadership 
Initiative and continues to serve on the boards 
of directors of several nonprofits, including the 
Detroit Children’s Fund and Safe Routes to 
Schools the National Partnership. 

Ms. Goss’s work has impacted countless 
lives around the country. During her tenure at 
the Skillman Foundation, Ms. Goss was re-
sponsible for spearheading the Good Neigh-
borhoods Initiative, a ten-year, $100 million ef-
fort to improve outcomes for children and revi-
talize six neighborhoods in Detroit. This pro-

gram leveraged public-private partnerships to 
expand access to high-quality youth develop-
ment initiatives in these neighborhoods. This 
comprehensive, evidence-based offering 
played a critical role in providing resources to 
those in need and helped revitalize the city. It 
is my hope that Ms. Goss continues to build 
on this success through her continued involve-
ment in Detroit-area nonprofit organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Carol Goss for receiving the Alter-
natives for Girls’ 2017 Role Model Award. Ms. 
Goss’s impactful leadership has played an in-
strumental role in providing opportunity and 
improving the well-being of Detroit’s residents. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER MA-
RINE CORPORAL (CPL) DUSTIN 
JEROME LEE 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Mississippi 
Marine Corporal (CPL) Dustin Jerome Lee 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice while defending 
our nation on March 21, 2007, during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom III. CPL Lee died from 
wounds he received during a mortar attack 
while on a combat mission in Fallujah, Anbar 
Province, Iraq. 

CPL Lee was assigned to the Third Recon 
Battalion, II Marine Expeditionary Force. Prior 
to his deployment, CPL Lee was assigned to 
Headquarters Battalion, Marine Corps Logis-
tics Base in Albany, Georgia. After graduating 
from Quitman High School in 2004, he joined 
the Marines. CPL Lee was described as a du-
tiful son who led a Christian life, and always 
looked for the good in people. CPL Lee’s 
friends say he always wanted to serve his 
country. 

CPL Lee also had great skills working with 
animals. While in Iraq, CPL Lee served as the 
Patrol Explosive Detector Dog handler. Lex, a 
Military Working Dog, was wounded in the 
mortar attack that killed CPL Lee. His parents, 
Jerome and Rachel Lee, were allowed to 
adopt the bomb-sniffing dog with help from 
U.S. Representative WALTER JONES (R–NC). 
After Lex’ s retirement from military service, he 
was taken to VA hospitals and retirement 
homes to comfort veterans. CPL Lee’s bond 
with Lex and his expert dog-handling skills will 
forever be remembered at the Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Albany, where the kennel has 
been named in his honor. 

At his funeral, more than 100 members of 
The Patriot Guard attended along with local 
high school ROTC members. Law enforce-
ment officers traveled from all across Mis-
sissippi to pay their respects. CPL Lee’s com-
mander, Colonel Chris Halliday described CPL 
Lee as a special person who fit into the Ma-
rine Corps and its commitment to excellence 
and dedication to the country. 

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE 
PROPOSAL 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
my constituent, Jill Job Saxby, I’d like to in-
clude in the RECORD her proposal for evalu-
ating the ethics of any health care plan that 
potentially risks access to care for millions of 
Americans. I submit that the American Health 
Care Act does not fulfill these considerations 
and I urge my colleagues to take seriously the 
ethical implications of their vote. 

Under this proposal, will more of the most 
vulnerable Americans be able to access qual-
ity, affordable health care? 

Health care is a basic and universal human 
need, which, if denied, harms persons and di-
minishes the community. The most vulner-
able are those with the least power, status 
and resources in society. In the case of 
health care, the most vulnerable are those 
who suffer poorer health and shorter life ex-
pectancy because of poverty and social in-
equities that create barriers to accessing 
quality medical care and all the other con-
tributors to good health (clean environment, 
healthy food, paid sick leave, reliable child- 
care and transportation). The most vulner-
able would also include those with pre-exist-
ing conditions and lack of access to preven-
tive care. 

The Golden Rule Test: Am I willing to 
trade places with those whose lives will be 
most profoundly affected by this proposal? 

The Golden Rule is found in all major 
world religions. It rests on the moral asser-
tions that: 1) every human life has inherent 
worth and dignity and 2) because we are all 
in relationship with one another, my actions 
(or inactions) towards others have moral 
consequences for myself and for the larger 
community. 

The Golden Rule requires us to respond to 
suffering not merely with charity, but with 
justice. Charity is given by those who can af-
ford it, out of surplus. Justice requires living 
in right-relationship with all persons, at all 
times. A just proposal will decrease social 
inequities and assure a single standard of 
care, with equal accessibility, to all persons. 

Does this proposal treat health care as a 
fundamental human need giving rise to a 
human right to care and alleviation of suf-
fering? 

Health care is a basic and universal human 
need. Meeting that need is a precursor to a 
person’s ability to exercise and enjoy the in-
alienable rights that our nation has recog-
nized from the beginning: life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

There is a compelling ethical argument to 
be made that health care, by its very nature, 
should not be treated as a commodity to be 
bought and sold. We already recognize this in 
some of our long-standing public policies: We 
do not allow the purchase and sale of human 
organs for transplant. We have strict rules 
governing human clinical trials. We provide 
charity care. We restrict the freedom of sell-
ers by regulating providers’ education and li-
censing. We protect buyers with privacy 
laws. Such laws recognize that health care 
intersects with a dimension of human exist-
ence that is universally worthy of protection 
against the forces of the free market. 

Therefore, we must ask: how does it ad-
dress the downside of free market forces, es-
pecially rising inequality? Who benefits? 
Who loses? Does it prioritize profits (a mar-
ket good) or human health/alleviation of suf-
fering (a common good and a human right)? 
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CHURCH RANCH PROPERTIES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Church Ranch Properties 
as the 2016 winner of the Pioneer Award from 
the Jeffco EDC. 

The Pioneer Award is given each year to a 
Jefferson County company that is a leader 
within its industry and has contributed signifi-
cant and sustained growth to Jefferson Coun-
ty’s economy. 

Founded in 1869, Westminster-based 
Church Ranch Properties has decades of con-
struction and finance experience. The com-
pany has filled a much-needed economic gap 
in the metro north area and continues to be 
actively engaged in high-quality development 
projects in cities such as Westminster, Arvada, 
Broomfield, and throughout Jefferson County. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Church Ranch Properties for this well-de-
served recognition from the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

H.R. 1294, THE REDUCING DHS 
ACQUISITION COST GROWTH ACT 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the cost estimate from the Congres-
sional Budget Office regarding H.R. 1294. The 
cost estimate was not available at the time of 
the filing of the Committee report. 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, March 22, 2017. 
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional 
Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost 
estimate for H.R. 1294, the Reducing DHS Ac-
quisition Cost Growth Act. 

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them, 
The CBO staff contact is Mark Grabowicz. 

Sincerely, 
MARK P. HADLEY 

(For Keith Hall). 
Enclosure. 

H.R. 1294—Reducing DHS Acquisition Cost 
Growth Act 

H.R. 1294 would specify procedures to be 
followed by the Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) if it fails to meet certain 
timelines or other performance parameters 
for its major acquisition programs. Based on 
information from DHS, CBO estimates that 
the new administrative procedures would 
cost less than $500,000 annually; such spend-
ing would be subject to the availability of 
appropriated funds. 

Enacting the legislation would not affect 
direct spending or revenues; therefore, pay- 
as-you-go procedures do not apply. CBO esti-
mates that enacting H.R. 1294 would not in-
crease net direct spending or on-budget defi-
cits in any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2028. 

H.R. 1294 contains no intergovernmental or 
private-sector mandates as defined in the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would 
not affect the budgets of state, local, or trib-
al governments. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is 
Mark Orabowicz. The estimate was approved 
by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant 
Director for Budget Analysis. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF FREDERIC B. 
PRESBREY 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Frederic B. Presbrey on the oc-
casion of his retirement from the Housing As-
sistance Corporation in Hyannis, Massachu-
setts. 

Frederic, or Rick as he is known to friends, 
family, and colleagues, founded the Housing 
Assistance Corporation in December of 1974 
with the intention of finding and securing hous-
ing for those who need it most. Rick’s advo-
cacy has not only helped to create five shelter 
programs and 484 units of affordable housing 
across the Cape and Islands but led to the es-
tablishment of the Consumer Education De-
partment. This department has been instru-
mental in educating first-time home buyers 
since 1990. In addition, Rick created the 
Housing Consumer Education Center to give 
Massachusetts residents access to housing 
counselors for vital information on buying, 
owning, developing or renting real estate. Fur-
ther, Rick’s astute leadership has led to the 
creation of over thirty programs and services 
aimed not only at helping individuals find 
housing but also to maintain secure, safe, and 
stable homes. 

Rick has shaped how we on Cape Cod and 
in the Commonwealth view housing needs. He 
has personally worked with state, local, and 
federal officials and other community stake-
holders to help resolve numerous housing 
concerns and has served as an invaluable re-
source for policymakers and home seekers 
alike. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Frederic 
B. Presbrey for his service and achievements 
on this occasion. I ask that my colleagues join 
me in wishing him a happy retirement and 
many more years of health and happiness. 

f 

DOWN RIVER EQUIPMENT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Down River Equipment for 
winning the 2016 Business Recognition Award 
from the Jeffco EDC. 

For more than 30 years, Down River Equip-
ment has been manufacturing and distributing 
a full line of high-quality river equipment in-
cluding rafts, catarafts, inflatable kayaks, stand 
up paddleboards and canoes. Based in Wheat 
Ridge, Down River Equipment is known for 
their quality frames that are 100 percent made 
in Colorado along with their dry boxes, tables, 
pumps and a variety of cargo gear. Owned by 
sports enthusiasts and operated by an experi-
enced and knowledgeable staff, the company 
is known for their craftsmanship and passion. 

In particular, they specialize in custom fabrica-
tion, distribution and retail of equipment for all 
types of river adventures. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Down River Equipment for this well-deserved 
recognition from the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
SERGEANT FIRST CLASS (SFC) 
CHRISTOPHER LEE ROBINSON 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Sergeant First 
Class (SFC) Christopher Lee Robinson who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice while defending our 
nation on March 25, 2006, during Operation 
Enduring Freedom. SFC Robinson was 
wounded during an ambush in Helmond Prov-
ince, Afghanistan. Master Sergeant Reese 
Robbins, a Pelahatchie resident, who was in-
jured during the attack, accompanied Robin-
son’s body back to the United States. SFC 
Robinson was the first Mississippi National 
Guard soldier to die in Afghanistan. 

SFC Robinson was assigned to the 27th 
Battalion, 20th Special Forces Group, Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. SFC Robinson, a Madison County 
resident, joined the Army after graduating from 
Madison-Ridgeland High School in 1987. He 
followed in the footsteps of his father, George 
Robinson, who also served in the Army. SFC 
Robinson was previously deployed with his 
Special Forces unit to Haiti, Honduras and 
Panama among other countries. 

‘‘We once again are painfully reminded of 
the high cost of freedom,’’ Major General (ret.) 
Harold Cross, Adjutant General of the Mis-
sissippi National Guard, said. ‘‘Chris was one 
of our state’s and nation’s finest, and he will 
be greatly missed.’’ 

He is survived by his wife, Tamara Robbins 
and their children Savanah and Patrick. ‘‘He 
just loved everything about military service,’’ 
Tamara said. ‘‘He wanted to do something for 
our country. There was never a question 
about it. Our children are so proud of him.’’ 

SFC Robinson devoted his life to the safety 
of our nation. He will always be remembered 
for his service and deep love for family and 
friends. 

‘‘Chris consistently displayed bravery by vol-
unteering for hard deployments and dan-
gerous missions,’’ said Sergeant Major (ret.) 
Mike Patterson, who served with SFC Robin-
son. ‘‘Chris had the ability to handle combat in 
a very deliberate way, yet remain compas-
sionate for people and the unintended con-
sequences of war thrust upon human beings.’’ 

The first sentence in The Creed of the Non-
commissioned Officer, ‘‘No one is more pro-
fessional than I’’, describes the level of com-
petence and professionalism that Chris main-
tained throughout his life in and out of uniform. 

As a Special Forces, Green Beret soldier, 
SFC Robinson was truly the best of the best. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CINDY 

ESTRADA FOR RECEIVING THE 
ALTERNATIVES FOR GIRLS’ 
ROLE MODEL AWARD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Cindy Estrada, Vice President of the 
United Auto Workers and recipient of the Al-
ternatives for Girls’ 2017 Role Model award. 
Ms. Estrada has fought tirelessly for working 
Americans for her entire career and spear-
headed many community programs to benefit 
working men and women. 

Ms. Estrada began her career as labor or-
ganizer after graduating from the University of 
Michigan. After successful assignments as an 
organizer for Detroit-based Mexican Industries 
and the United Farm Workers, Ms. Estrada 
was appointed to the UAW International 
Union’s organizing staff in 2000. After over-
seeing development and implementation of 
UAW organizing strategy for several years, 
Ms. Estrada was elected as UAW vice presi-
dent in 2010 and reelected to a second term 
in 2014. She currently leads the General Mo-
tors Department of UAW, negotiating on be-
half of approximately 48,500 union workers. 
Ms. Estrada has brought a lifetime of experi-
ence championing working families to this role, 
as well as a deep understanding of the chal-
lenges workers face in competing in a global 
marketplace. 

Ms. Estrada’s efforts have led to better pay 
and working conditions for tens of thousands 
of American workers. In addition to leading the 
contract negotiations with major automotive 
suppliers like Johnson Controls and Dana In-
corporated, Ms. Estrada has also worked on 
behalf of the 17,000 UAW-represented work-
ers employed by the State of Michigan. These 
campaigns have resulted in real gains for 
workers, including providing for increased pay 
and robust health benefits. Ms. Estrada is 
known for her tough negotiating ability, and 
her tenacity has served as a model for labor 
relations in the automotive industry. She is 
dedicated to ensuring workers’ voices are rep-
resented at the negotiating table and forging 
consensus that protect their interests. It is my 
hope that Ms. Estrada is able to continue to 
lead the UAW in working constructively to en-
sure that American workers and manufacturing 
prosper in the coming years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Cindy Estrada for receiving the Al-
ternatives for Girls’ 2017 Role Model Award. 
Ms. Estrada has dedicated her career to 
championing social justice for all people and is 
deserving of this prestigious award. 

f 

FEDERAL EXPRESS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Federal Express for win-
ning the 2016 Business Recognition Award 
from the Jeffco EDC. 

Founded in 1965, Federal Express—or 
FedEx—is a leader in e-commerce and busi-

ness solutions. The company has air, ground 
and sea networks covering more than 220 
countries and territories, linking more than 99 
percent of the world’s GDP. 

Recently, FedEx became the first company 
to locate to the Verve Innovation Park at the 
Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport (RMMA). 
The 216,000 square foot build-to-suit distribu-
tion center occupies 26 acres and will bring 
more than $16 million in new capital invest-
ment and 144 jobs to unincorporated Jefferson 
County. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Fed-
eral Express for this well-deserved recognition 
from the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
ATTEND INAUGURATION 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize a group 
of ambitious students from Central High 
School in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Since 
Central High School was chartered in 1836 
and opened in 1838, it has established a rep-
utation and a rich history that sets it apart 
from other high schools in Pennsylvania and 
throughout the United States. 

Central High School offers many prestigious 
academic opportunities for their students, in-
cluding the International Baccalaureate Pro-
gram, Advanced Placement courses, and dual 
enrollment programs. They value curiosity, 
high academic achievement, inclusive extra- 
curricular activities and service, which are es-
sential to cultivating a student’s overall posi-
tive experience. The school’s dedication to 
building a cohesive path for their students is, 
in part, why I was grateful for the privilege to 
provide several Central High School students 
with the unique opportunity to attend the presi-
dential inauguration on January 20, 2017. 

The inauguration welcomed Avery 
Adeshigbin, Romie Azor, David Bango, Chris 
Bruch, Monet Bunch, Jasmine Duong, Sh-Mya 
Durham, Darnell Faison, Michael Granovskiy, 
Lindsay Holmes, Kayla Jaquay-Davis, Morgan 
Mifflin, Tamika Miles, Han Nguyen, Sorya 
Noun, Aliyyah Ouattara, Sundus Pervez, 
Aniyah Pinkney, Kristian Rhim, Bruno Sauli, 
Kejsi Shahaj, Sahmir Thompson, Krystal 
Torres, Tiffany Tran, David Weihe, Marguerite 
Faison, William Graham, Michael Horwits, 
Ashley Zeserman, and Patrick Elgert. 

The hard work these students put towards 
their academics and their unwavering commit-
ment to civic engagement is inspiring. I hope 
their curiosity and tenacity persists in future 
endeavors and they continue to make an im-
portant difference throughout my home state 
of Pennsylvania. 

f 

H.R. 1249, THE DHS MULTIYEAR 
ACQUISITION STRATEGY ACT OF 
2017 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the cost estimate from the Congres-

sional Budget Office regarding H.R. 1249. The 
cost estimate was not available at the time of 
the filing of the Committee report. 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, March 22, 2017. 
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional 
Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost 
estimate for H.R. 1249, the DHS Multiyear 
Acquisition Strategy Act of 2017. 

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them. 
The CBO staff contact is Mark Grabowicz. 

Sincerely, 
MARK P. HADLEY, 

(For Keith Hall, Director). 
Enclosure. 

H.R. 1249—DHS Multiyear Acquisition Strategy 
Act of 2017 

H.R. 1249 would require the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), within one year 
of enactment, to submit to the Congress a 
report on the department’s comprehensive 
strategy for acquisitions. The act would di-
rect the Government Accountability Office 
to review that report within 180 days of its 
submission. Based on information from DHS 
and the cost of similar activities, CBO esti-
mates that the reports required by H.R. 1249 
would cost about $1 million in fiscal year 
2018 and less than $500,000 in 2019; such spend-
ing would be subject to the availability of 
appropriated funds. 

Enacting the legislation would not affect 
direct spending or revenues; therefore, pay- 
as-you-go procedures do not apply. CBO esti-
mates that enacting H.R. 1249 would not in-
crease net direct spending or on-budget defi-
cits in any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2028. 

H.R. 1249 contains no intergovernmental or 
private-sector mandates as defined in the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would 
not affect the budgets of state, local, or trib-
al governments. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is 
Mark Grabowicz. The estimate was approved 
by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant 
Director for Budget Analysis. 

f 

METRO WEST HOUSING SOLUTIONS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Metro West Housing Solu-
tions for winning the 2016 Chairman’s Choice 
Award from the Jeffco EDC. 

Metro West Housing Solutions (MWHS) was 
established in 1974 as the Lakewood Housing 
Authority (LHA) to address the community’s 
shortage of sufficient, decent, safe, affordable 
and sanitary homes for its residents. During 
the 1970s and 1980s, the LHA developed af-
fordable housing programs for Lakewood resi-
dents including: implementation and manage-
ment of the Section 8 program, purchase of 
dilapidated property and rehabilitation for sale 
to first time home buyers, and acquisition of 
affordable rental options. 

In the late 1990s and 2000s, the organiza-
tion continued to grow into a multi-faceted de-
veloper, property manager, and service pro-
ducer. LHA began managing its own prop-
erties, acquiring and rehabbing apartment 
complexes, and developing its own newly con-
structed apartment communities. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:39 Mar 24, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A23MR8.016 E23MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E373 March 23, 2017 
In 2008, LHA rebranded as Metro West 

Housing Solutions to reflect its evolving mis-
sion. Today, MWHS remains a fiscally respon-
sible, well respected non-profit and is known 
locally and nationally for its housing and serv-
ice delivery. Current projects include the City-
Scape at Belmar, Lamar Station Crossing and 
5800 W. Alameda. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Metro West Housing Solutions for this well-de-
served recognition from the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE HONOR-
ABLE JOHN GILCREST O’ROURKE 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and accomplishments of the 
Honorable John Gilcrest O’Rourke, a former 
judge and active member of the community in 
Hanford, California, who sadly passed away 
on March 9, 2017 at the age of 82. 

Mr. O’Rourke was born January 11, 1935 in 
Hanford, California. After graduating from 
Lemoore High School, he went on to attend 
the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, 
Indiana. While a student at Notre Dame, Mr. 
O’Rourke met his wife, Joan, and the couple 
married January 3, 1959. The couple had five 
children, Peggy, John, Katie, Ellen, and Thom-
as. 

In 1956, after graduating from the University 
of Notre Dame, Mr. O’Rourke was commis-
sioned an Ensign in the U.S. Navy. While in 
the U.S. Navy, he served as a Fuel Quality 
Control Officer in Guam, sailed on a destroyer 
in the Pacific during Eniwetok atomic testing, 
and conducted patrol operations in the Strait 
of Formosa in Taiwan. After twenty-seven 
dedicated years of service, Mr. O’Rourke re-
tired from the U.S. Navy as Captain, U.S. 
Navy Reserves. 

John’s successful legal career began at the 
University of California Hastings College of 
Law, San Francisco in 1960. He was admitted 
to the State Bar of California in 1965 and 
began his law practice as an attorney with 
Clawson and Jennings in Hanford and 
Lemoore. He was appointed and elected Dis-
trict Attorney, County of Kings in 1966, and 
served until 1979. Mr. O’Rourke left his judge-
ship to serve in private practice until 1985, 
when he was later sworn in as a Judge of the 
Municipal Court for the County of Kings. He 
was later sworn in as a judge in the Superior 
Court in 2001 for the county and state. While 
serving as a Judge, Mr. O’Rourke was known 
for his strong belief in the law, the Constitution 
and personal responsibility. In 2003, he retired 
the only way he knew how, and immediately 
began participating in the California Retired 
Judge Program, having last sat on the bench 
in December of 2016. 

John was truly a staple of the community 
and was known for his visibility and activity in 
Hanford. He felt his status as a judge gave 
him a greater obligation to give back to his 
community, and he was often seen scrubbing 
pots, making pancakes, and cleaning up at 
events and fundraisers. John held leadership 
positions across the community, where he was 
a Minister and lector for St. Brigid’s Parish, a 
Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus, a 

Rotarian, school parent volunteer for McCarthy 
School, Hanford High volunteer, and a mem-
ber of the YMCA Board, among many others. 
Despite his many great achievements and 
long list of volunteer work, above all Mr. 
O’Rourke was known for being humble. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in honoring the life and achievements 
of Mr. John Gilcrest O’Rourke. My thoughts 
and prayers are with his family and friends 
during this difficult time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER MA-
RINE CORPS FIRST LIEUTENANT 
(1LT) THERREL SHANE CHILDERS 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Marine Corps First 
Lieutenant (1LT) Therrel Shane Childers who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice while defending our 
nation on March 21, 2003, during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom III. 1LT Childers was killed dur-
ing an assault on a pumping station in Iraq. 
He was the first American casualty in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom III. 

1LT Childers grew up in a military family in 
Harrison County, Mississippi. After high 
school, 1LT Childers enrolled in the Marine 
Enlisted Commissioning Education Program at 
The Citadel, The Military College of South 
Carolina. Seven months after his death, a me-
morial service and parade were held there. 
1LT Childers’ family members donated money 
from the Shane Childers Memorial Fund to the 
university that day. 

1LT Childers was described as a born lead-
er. 1LT Childers also served in the 1991 Gulf 
War. At the time of his death, 1LT Childers 
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 5th Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pen-
dleton, California. 

1LT Childers devoted his life to the defense 
of our country. His leadership on the battlefield 
will always be remembered. 

f 

FIREARM RISK PROTECTION ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to reintroduce the 
Firearm Risk Protection Act, innovative legisla-
tion to promote safe gun ownership I first in-
troduced in 2013. 

Too often, our communities are left looking 
for answers after horrific tragedies inflicted 
with dangerous firearms. Every day, 48 chil-
dren and teens die from gun violence, and too 
often because of preventable accidents. 

A requirement to carry liability insurance is 
a market-based solution that would hold gun 
owners responsible for the risk their firearms 
present, and create incentives for responsible 
gun safety practices. 

The Firearm Risk Protection Act would har-
ness the power of insurance markets to allow 

professional actuaries to determine the risk 
presented by each gun and gun owner. Just 
as with car insurance, higher-risk owners or 
firearms would face higher premiums, while 
responsible owners could qualify for reduced 
rates. 

As gun violence continues to claim lives 
across the country, Congress should look for 
new ways to promote gun safety and prevent 
future tragedies. I hope my colleagues will join 
me to support this forward-thinking legislation. 

f 

GUNSLINGER CUSTOM PAINT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Gunslinger Custom Paint 
for winning the 2016 Business Recognition 
Award from the Jeffco EDC. 

In 2003, Gunslinger Custom Paint was 
founded by Jeff Theisen and Dave Call as a 
sister company to Pearl Auto Body. Theisen 
and Call founded Gunslinger with the purpose 
of creating impressive, eye-catching designs 
that combine custom paint with unique fabrica-
tion concepts to meet the needs and desires 
of motorcyclists. Using nationally known de-
signers, airbrush artists and pin stripers, 
Gunslinger ensures excellence and creativity 
and can range from innovative, wild designs to 
more mild designs with custom colors and ef-
fects. The company is known for its cutting- 
edge artwork and is a Tier 1 supplier for the 
largest motorcycle company in the United 
States. Recently, Gunslinger added a third fa-
cility on Pine Ridge Road in Golden. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Gunslinger Custom Paint for this well-de-
served recognition from the Jeffco EDC. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY CHIEF 
DANIEL PEREZ JR. 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Deputy Chief Daniel Perez Jr. on the oc-
casion of his retirement from the Salinas’ 
Sheriff office after serving the public for 32 
years. An outstanding officer and citizen, Dep-
uty Chief Daniel Perez Jr. has dedicated much 
of his life to safeguarding the community of 
Salinas County. In addition to his time as an 
officer of the law, Daniel Perez is a strong 
voice in many nonprofit organizations and 
within his own community. 

Dan was born and raised in Salinas and is 
a graduate of Alisal High School. He has a de-
gree from Hartnell College in Criminal Justice, 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Organizational Behav-
ior from the University of San Francisco, and 
a Master’s Degree in Human Resources from 
Chapman University. He is a graduate of the 
POST Supervisory Leadership Institute and 
POST Command College. He’s received sev-
eral awards and recognitions throughout his 
32-year career. 

Deputy Chief Dan Perez began his law en-
forcement career in 1984 with the Monterey 
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Co. Sheriff’s Dept. as a Level II Reserve dep-
uty working patrol, and special events. He was 
hired full-time as a Patrol Deputy in May of 
1995. He attended the Alameda County Police 
Academy in Pleasanton, CA., graduating No. 2 
overall in his class. During his career at 
MCSO, he worked out of the Salinas, and 
King City stations. He attained the rank of 
Corporal/FTO, and also worked as a Coro-
ner’s Investigator. He was on the Sheriff’s 
SWAT team and Riot Control Team. He 
worked for the Sheriff’s Office until February 1, 
1992. 

Dan joined the Salinas Police Department 
on February 2, 1992. He’s held many assign-
ments in his career to include patrol officer, 
field training officer, and SWAT team member. 
He was promoted to Police Corporal in 1993 
and Police Sergeant in 1995. In addition to pa-
trol, he’s been the sergeant of the Violence 
Suppression Unit, Personnel and Training 
Unit, and Traffic Unit. 

He was promoted to Lieutenant in 2001 and 
later to Police Commander in 2005. He has 
managed units and programs in all three divi-
sions of the police department: Patrol, Inves-
tigations, and Administration. He served as an 
Area Commander, Tactical Commander, and 
Incident Commander throughout these assign-
ments. He was then promoted to Deputy Chief 
in 2013, and is currently the Investigations Di-
vision Chief. 

Dan has been active in the community 
throughout his entire career. He has volun-
teered his time towards programs and commit-
tees such as explorers, school yearbook com-
mittees, and youth and high school football, 
basketball, and baseball programs. He sat on 
the board of directors of three local non-profit 
agencies: The Salinas Police Activities League 
(PAL), Sun Street Centers, and Second 
Chance Youth and Family Services. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize 
the dedication and hard work Deputy Chief 
Daniel Perez Jr. has done for others during 
his time serving with the Salinas Police De-
partment. I ask my distinguished colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the selflessness service 
of Deputy Chief Daniel Perez Jr. and to con-
gratulate him on his well-earned retirement. I 
extend my personal appreciation to Deputy 
Chief Daniel Perez Jr. for his service to his 
community. 

f 

HONORING INDUCTION OF RICH-
ARD CHILDRESS INTO THE 
NASCAR HALL OF FAME 

HON. TED BUDD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the racing legend Richard Childress 
upon his induction into the NASCAR Hall of 
Fame. 

Richard Childress’ iconic career began 50 
years ago when he bought his 1947 Plymouth 
for $20 at the age of 17. That simple moment 
in time was a pinpoint in history that would ig-
nite Childress’ passion for motorsports leaving 
an imprint on NASCAR fans across the coun-
try. As a driver, Mr. Childress laid claim to (6) 
top 5 and (76) top 10 finishes. In 1981, Mr. 
Childress climbed out of the driver’s seat and 
into the owner’s role full time. 

Beginning as a one-man operation, 
Childress has grown his organization to more 
than 500 employees. His cars have compiled 
over 100 victories and 2,588 major series 
starts. In 1981 he kicked his team’s perform-
ance into overdrive when he paired up with 
late great Dale Earnhardt, who was part of the 
inaugural NASCAR Hall of Fame class. The 
duo would become known as one of the most 
successful partnerships in NASCAR, winning a 
total of six Cup championships together. Mr. 
Childress has a total 11 Cup Championships 
and counting, putting him second on the all- 
time list for owners. 

Childress’ legacy is not exclusive to 
NASCAR. Following his racing career, he re-
mains an active member of the North Carolina 
community. In 2008, the Childress family 
began working with Wake Forest Baptist Med-
ical Center and subsequently founded the 
Childress Institute for Pediatric Trauma after 
discovering that pediatric trauma was the 
number one killer of children in the United 
States. 

Mr. Childress’ contributions and accomplish-
ments to the sport and his community deserve 
to be celebrated and honored. Mr. Childress’ 
induction into the NASCAR Hall of Fame not 
only speaks to his incredible achievements in 
stock car racing, but also to his character, 
business acumen, and his drive to succeed 
and win. Mr. Speaker, please join me today in 
congratulating Richard Childress and his entire 
family and organization on his induction into 
the NASCAR Hall of Fame. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRENDA GALVEZ— 
CALIFORNIA’S 24TH CONGRES-
SIONAL WOMAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. SALUD O. CARBAJAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Every year, 
we give special recognition to the accomplish-
ments and sacrifices made by America’s 
women. I consider it an honor to highlight the 
extraordinary women who are making a dif-
ference in my District. I would like to recognize 
one outstanding woman, Brenda Galvez, of 
Los Alamos, California. 

Brenda serves her community as a bilingual 
translator for the Orcutt Union School District 
at several school sites, but plays a particularly 
important role at Olga Reed School in Los Al-
amos, where she has been part of the staff for 
several years and is beloved by both parents 
and students. Los Alamos is an agricultural 
community and leans on Brenda to serve as 
a liaison between the schools and Spanish 
speaking parents. 

Her expertise is utilized at Special Edu-
cation IEP meetings, where having a translator 
for the parents and service providers is vital 
for student success. Brenda continues to aid 
her community by being the sole founder of 
Padres en Acción, a committee whose mission 
is to keep Spanish speaking parents informed 
about school matters. 

Brenda goes above and beyond by also 
helping on the school playgrounds, the admin-
istration offices, and the cafeterias. There is 
no doubt that Brenda embodies the credo of 
her school district ‘‘where a dedicated staff 
means kids come first.’’ 

She serves as an instrumental lifeline to the 
Los Alamos community and has selflessly 
served her students. I ask all Members to join 
me today in honoring an exceptional woman 
of California’s 24th Congressional District, 
Brenda Galvez, for her incredible service to 
her community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. ROSE-
MARY SARRI FOR RECEIVING 
THE ALTERNATIVES FOR GIRLS’ 
ROLE MODEL AWARD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Rosemary Sarri, a distinguished 
scholar and recipient of the Alternatives for 
Girls’ 2017 Role Model award. Ms. Sarri’s 
groundbreaking social science research has 
contributed to a better understanding of crimi-
nal justice and child welfare while helping ad-
vance social welfare policies that benefit 
Michigan families. 

After receiving her doctorate in Social Work 
and Sociology from the University of Michigan, 
Dr. Sarri was named an assistant professor at 
the University in 1962. Throughout her career, 
Dr. Sarri was recognized as a leading expert 
on social policy and poverty among families 
and children. Her research has focused on the 
long-term impact of incarceration on individ-
uals, as well as the effects of poverty on fami-
lies and children. In addition to having pub-
lished extensive research on these issues, Dr. 
Sarri has consulted with numerous nonprofits, 
think tanks and national governments, includ-
ing those of Australia and South Korea. She 
also has extensive international teaching ex-
perience, including training faculty at schools 
of social work in China. 

Dr. Sarri’s work had transformed our under-
standing of family welfare and has allowed us 
to enact policies that target the underlying fac-
tors that create poverty and modernize crimi-
nal justice to reduce recidivism. She has 
worked with the Michigan Department of 
Human Services as well as the Michigan Col-
laborative on Juvenile Justice to translate her 
research into actionable policy at the state 
level. Additionally, Dr. Sarri has received many 
accolades for her innovative research, includ-
ing the University of Michigan Distinguished 
Faculty Achievement Award and the National 
Association of Social Workers’ Presidential 
Award for Research. Dr. Sarri continues to 
hold a position with the University of Michi-
gan’s Institute for Social Research, and her re-
search has inspired a new generation of 
scholars in the fields of social work and family 
policy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Dr. Rosemary Sarri for receiving 
the Alternatives for Girls’ 2017 Role Model 
Award. Dr. Sarri’s scholarship and real-world 
impact has benefited Michigan’s families while 
advancing knowledge in a variety of 
disciplines. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRENDA L. LAWRENCE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, unfortu-
nately, on March 22, 2017, I was not able to 
cast my votes during the second series. Had 
I been in attendance, I would have voted: 

YES on the Democratic Motion to Recommit 
on H.R. 1101 

NO on H.R. 1101—Small Business Health 
Fairness Act of 2017 

YES on H.R. 1238—Securing our Agri-
culture and Food Act 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS HEALTH 
FAIRNESS ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 1101, the Small Busi-
ness Health Fairness Act of 2017. 

Small businesses are the backbone of our 
economy, providing economic opportunity and 
employment for millions of Americans across 
our country. 

Too often, we have seen the economic en-
gine stall due to intrusion and overregulation 
that come courtesy of the federal government. 
There are few places where this is more obvi-
ous than in the staggering health care costs 
small businesses face, costs which 
Obamacare have only driven up. 

Obamacare’s burdensome mandates have 
driven premiums up and insurance providers 
out of the market, and small employers have 
found themselves increasingly unable to cover 
their employees. The big picture for small 
businesses is that the ACA has smothered pa-
tient choice and patient-centered care in the 
process of overregulating our job creators. 

In the House, we are empowering small 
businesses to fight back by increasing their 
bargaining power with insurance providers and 
leveling the playing field that they share with 
larger companies. The Small Business Health 
Fairness Act will help lower health care costs 
for employees by allowing small businesses to 
join together through association health plans. 

Ultimately, this bill will bring relief to Amer-
ican employees and their families by making 
insurance more affordable and accessible. 

H.R. 1101 is an important step toward em-
powering small businesses to care for their 
employees while prioritizing the job creation 
that strengthens our communities. At the same 
time, this bill would contribute to a patient-cen-
tered, competitive, and low-cost health care 
system for all Americans. I am proud to sup-
port this legislation as we return choice to our 
businesses and loved ones. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CON-
GRESSMAN ELIGIO ‘‘KIKA’’ DE 
LA GARZA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
along with Congressman FILEMON VELA Jr. 
and Congressman VICENTE GONZALEZ to com-
memorate the life of Congressman Eligio 
‘‘Kika’’ de la Garza of Texas’ 15th district. 

Congressman de la Garza was born on 
September 22nd, 1927, in Mercedes, Texas 
and raised in Mission, Texas. When he was 
17 years old, he enlisted in the United States 
Navy, where he served during the final months 
of World War II. Upon his return home, he en-
rolled in Edinburg Junior College, and later 
transferred to St. Mary’s University in San An-
tonio. Eventually, he would serve during the 
Korean War as a second lieutenant with the 
Army’s 37th Division Artillery. After his service, 
he went on to earn a law degree from St. 
Mary’s University in San Antonio. 

At 24 years old, Congressman de la Garza 
was elected to the Texas House of Represent-
atives. He was an important leader in his com-
munity, who served as delegate in the Texas 
House for six consecutive terms. In 1965, 
Congressman de la Garza was elected to the 
United States House of Representatives, 
where he spent the next 32 years advocating 
for civil rights, food security, affordable health 
care, and access to education for all citizens. 
He was first a member, and later the chairman 
of the U.S. House Agricultural Committee. He 
and his committee crafted legislation focused 
on rural economic development, improved nu-
trition, and environmental protection. His legis-
lative programs often brought together farm-
ers, ranchers, consumers, and other interest 
groups. During his career in the House of 
Representatives, he also advocated for im-
proved U.S. and Mexico relations including the 
North American Free Trade Agreement. For 
his efforts, he later received the Order of the 
Aztec Eagle, the highest honor Mexico can 
give to non-citizens. 

Congressman de la Garza was a pioneer 
who paved the way for more Hispanics to par-
ticipate in our nation’s legislative process. For 
a time, he was the only Hispanic member of 
the Texas House, and later became the sec-
ond Hispanic member of Congress from the 
state of Texas. His dedication to the Hispanic 
community is evident in his role as a founding 
member of the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus. Congressman de la Garza was an inspi-
ration for the Hispanic community, and has 
empowered others to become active in our 
legislative process. 

His memory will be honored by his family, 
his friends, and the communities which he 
served. He is survived by his loving wife of 63 
years, Lucille, as well as his three children, 
eight grandchildren, and one great-grand child. 
He will also continue to be honored at the Uni-
versity of Texas Rio Grande Valley, where 
they have the E. ‘‘Kika’’ de la Garza Endowed 
Scholarship Fund. 

Mr. Speaker, we are honored to have the 
opportunity to remember the legacy of Con-
gressman Eligio ‘‘Kika’’ de la Garza. His dedi-

cation to his country, and his community, will 
not be forgotten. 

f 

H.R. 1259, VA ACCOUNTABILITY 
FIRST ACT OF 2017 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, the VA Ac-
countability First Act of 2017 (HR 1259) rep-
resents an attack on collective bargaining at 
federal agencies and an attempt to dismantle 
the Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 (CSRA, 
Pub. L. 95–454). The VA Accountability First 
Act of 2017 would strip Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) employees of personnel 
procedures that they developed through col-
lective bargaining with the VA. It would also 
close the window of notice provided to em-
ployees facing adverse personnel actions from 
37 to only 10 days. By infringing on activities 
authorized by the CSRA, this bill would make 
it easier to fire an employee without good 
cause. 

We should remember that one-third of VA 
employees are veterans themselves. H.R. 
1259, as written, would harm some of the very 
people we are trying to assist. The elimination 
of merit-based principles for workers facing 
adverse action could allow management to 
target the same whistleblowers who are trying 
to help us eliminate waste, fraud, and abuse 
at the VA. 

The bill guts the right of VA employees to 
use union protest mechanisms to effectively 
address hostile actions. The current grievance 
procedure is granted by statute and included 
in the contract negotiations between labor and 
management. The bill proposes a rushed 
management-run appeals process that does 
not allow good employees who are treated un-
fairly enough time to develop the requisite 
supporting information to defend their jobs. 
The reduced timeframe for agency review 
would be even more severe for medical pro-
fessionals facing adverse actions related to 
professional conduct or competence, particu-
larly because their cases typically involve 
complex medical issues. 

H.R. 1259 also strips front-line employees of 
their rights to appeal to the Merit System Pro-
tection Board (MSPB) by reducing the adju-
dication period following their dismissal and 
removal from the payroll. Employees lose 80 
percent of the time at the MSPB and would 
now only have seven days to prepare their 
case for the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit. 

A thoughtful approach to these issues at the 
VA would strike a balance of promoting em-
ployee accountability and protecting employee 
rights. Unfortunately, this bill does not strike 
that balance, and so eviscerates employee 
protections that it could discourage whistle-
blowers from exposing waste, fraud, and 
abuse at the VA. I strongly oppose the VA Ac-
countability First Act because of the destruc-
tive effects it would have on the VA workforce 
and veterans alike. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE JOHN 

CHAMPE HIGH SCHOOL WIND EN-
SEMBLE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the John Champe High School 
Wind Ensemble on participating in the 2017 
Music for All National Festival. Their dedica-
tion, hard work, and perseverance, along with 
the guidance and direction of their esteemed 
band director, Jonathan Phillips, helped earn 
John Champe High School its first appearance 
in the Music for All National Festival. 

The Music for All is one of the nation’s larg-
est and most influential organizations, and 
only a mere 59 high school and middle school 
concert band and percussion ensembles from 
across the nation were selected to perform at 
the 2017 festival. Despite the fact that the 
John Champe High School Wind Ensemble is 
still in its nascent, as John Champe High 
School only opened in Aldie, Virginia, in 2012, 
they have the honor and unique distinction of 
being the first ensemble from Loudoun County 
to be invited to perform at this festival. Fur-
thermore, in five years, the band program at 
John Champe has blossomed from 26 stu-
dents who were in the inaugural marching 
band in 2012 to 230 students today. The John 
Champe Knights have also earned the distinc-
tion of Virginia Honor Band three times and 19 
students successfully auditioned into the All- 
District Band this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the John Champe High 
School Wind Ensemble on participating in the 
2017 Music for All National Festival. I am 
proud to represent these students and wish 
them all the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. LOREN P. 
GRESHAM ON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM SOUTHERN NAZARENE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dr. Loren Gresham on his retire-
ment from Southern Nazarene University 
(SNU). For the past 50 years, Dr. Gresham 
has devoted his time and efforts to providing 
students a top tier education in a Christ-cen-
tered environment. 

Dr. Gresham has demonstrated a lifetime 
passion for education, including his own. Be-
fore becoming the President of SNU, Loren re-
ceived a number of degrees. Loren earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree at Pasadena College 
(now Point Loma Nazarene University) in 1962 
and went on to receive his Master of Arts de-
gree in international relations from the Univer-
sity of Southern California. In 1964, Loren 
married former Pasadena College classmate, 
Linda Brown, and together they have one 
child, Suzanne. 

In 1967, Loren moved to Bethany, Okla-
homa where he became a professor of polit-
ical science at Bethany Nazarene College. He 

became a Fulbright Scholar and was granted 
leave for the 1970–71 academic year to con-
duct research in New Zealand. During his time 
as a professor, Loren continued to pursue his 
higher education studies at the University of 
Oklahoma and earned a Ph.D. in political 
science in 1973. 

At Bethany Nazarene College, Dr. Gresham 
pursued his lifelong interest in the sport of 
basketball. He became assistant coach and 
later the head coach of the men’s team. Under 
his leadership, the team achieved remarkable 
success including a national championship in 
1981 in the National Association of Intercolle-
giate Athletics (NAIA) defeating the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville. As President of 
SNU, Dr. Gresham has continued this tradition 
of competition as an active advocate of the 18 
SNU women and men’s athletic teams. 

By 1985, Dr. Gresham became provost of 
Bethany Nazarene College and four short 
years later, in 1989, the board of trustees 
named Dr. Gresham the president of the insti-
tution, now called Southern Nazarene Univer-
sity. Currently, Dr. Gresham is the longest 
serving president among the eight Nazarene 
institutions of higher education in North Amer-
ica. Additionally, he is the longest tenured 
president serving at any college or university 
in the state of Oklahoma. 

During Dr. Gresham’s presidency at SNU, 
the institution has had 28 consecutive years of 
balanced budgets, and last fall’s total enroll-
ment was the all-time high in SNU’s school 
history. During Dr. Gresham’s tenure, SNU 
has been ranked the number one ‘‘Best Col-
lege’’ in Oklahoma and one of ‘‘The 50 Most 
Affordable Private Colleges’’ in the nation by 
Money (2016). Dr. Gresham is also credited 
with raising the needed funds for operating, 
endowment, and capital projects. The funds 
raised have gone to many programs that will 
educate the next generation of SNU leaders 
and enhance student life such as campus 
beautification projects, construction of new liv-
ing centers, major upgrades to athletic facili-
ties, and the establishment of a online campus 
and a satellite campus in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
among others. 

Dr. Gresham has served in many profes-
sional organizations to help improve education 
for students and educators across the nation. 
He has chaired the NAIA Council of Presi-
dents as well as serving on the Board of Di-
rectors for the National Association of Inde-
pendent Colleges and Universities. He has 
chaired the Council of Christian Colleges and 
Universities Board of Directors, an organiza-
tion that represents more than 111 Christian 
colleges and universities across the nation. 

Dr. Gresham’s wife, Linda, has also served 
extensively on campus ministries. Linda and 
Dr. Gresham have a clear passion for edu-
cation and love for SNU. Together, they 
founded The Gresham Leadership Grant to re-
cruit outstanding young leaders to SNU. This 
highly selective first-year grant is awarded to 
students who have clearly demonstrated lead-
ership in their community, church, and school 
and possess exemplary character in all as-
pects of their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th District of 
Texas, I would like to thank Dr. Gresham for 
his 50 years of commitment and leadership to 
Southern Nazarene University. Dr. Gresham’s 
work ethic, values, and integrity have set an 
example for those in higher education. I ask 
all my distinguished colleagues to join me in 

wishing Dr. Gresham continued success as he 
enjoys his retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SHIR-
LEY RYAN ABILITYLAB, THE FU-
TURE OF THE REHABILITATION 
INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO ON THE 
OPENING OF THEIR NEW FACIL-
ITY 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate the Rehabilitation In-
stitute of Chicago (RIC) on the opening of 
their new state of the art facility, the Shirley 
Ryan AbilityLab, opening on March 25, 2017. 

RIC has been named the ‘‘No. 1 Rehabilita-
tion Hospital in America’’ by U.S. News & 
World Report for 26 consecutive years. Their 
new facility will be the first research hospital in 
which clinicians, scientists, innovators, and 
technologists work together in the same 
space, surrounding patients, discovering new 
approaches and, applying research in real 
time. 

The Shirley Ryan AbilityLab will significantly 
expand RIC’s overall footprint of 1.2 million 
square feet, of which 800,000 are dedicated to 
clinical research. Their inpatient capacity will 
grow by 40 percent increasing their total beds 
to 242. The facility growth will include out-
patient and research space along with ex-
panding to five translational Ability Labs. RIC’s 
applied research and therapeutic space will in-
tegrate patients in the process of discovery 
and innovation, providing the highest quality 
medical care and state-of-the art equipment 
for patients with Brain; Spinal Cord; Nerve, 
Muscles & Bone; Cancer; and Pediatric condi-
tions. 

RIC’s dedication to providing the best reha-
bilitation care in the world and conducting cut-
ting edge research in my Congressional Dis-
trict is resulting in medical discoveries and in-
novations that benefit patients all over the 
world. For that, Mr. Speaker, I applaud RIC 
and congratulate them as they open the Shir-
ley Ryan AbilityLab. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BELOVED DALLAS RES-
TAURANT WILLIAMS CHICKEN 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride and a water-
ing mouth that I celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of the most famous chicken restaurant in all of 
North Texas—Williams Chicken. What started 
as one ‘chicken spot’ in 1987 has now be-
come a successful chain with over 40 stores 
including 20 franchises, and in addition to 
being responsible for the best wings you can 
find in the Dallas area, it boasts 500 employ-
ees. 

Williams Chicken’s amazing growth and 
story is due to the entrepreneurial spirit of its 
founder and CEO, Hiawatha Williams. Wil-
liams Chicken’s humble beginnings are only 
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as humble as Mr. William’s start himself, com-
ing from a small Texas town then going to 
Paul Quinn College in Dallas. After learning 
the ropes of the industry at a nationwide fast- 
food corporation, Williams left to found Wil-
liams Chicken, to serve great food to the great 
people of Dallas. 

Mr. William’s story of entrepreneurship is an 
inspiration to business leaders in the greater 
Dallas community—but it is particularly impor-
tant to the African-American community. Not 
only has he created a successful business, 
but he has chosen to practice his give-back 
spirit by conducting major outreach in edu-
cation, youth programs, and corporate philan-
thropy. He and his restaurant have shown 
many young people in Dallas that it is possible 
to create a successful and meaningful busi-
ness. 

Though he can be found in numerous mag-
azines and on TV often, Williams will be the 
first to say his kind family, his wife Doris and 
his two adult sons who work in the business, 
are the ones who keeps him reinforced. Mr. 
Speaker, Hiawatha Williams is an impressive 
man with an incredible business, and the taste 
of his chicken is only outweighed by his taste 
for the community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE SUMMIT OF HOPE 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Summit of Hope, an 

event organized by the Illinois Department of 
Corrections, the Illinois Department of Public 
Health, and local organizations throughout Illi-
nois. The Summit of Hope is designed to help 
former inmates reintegrate into society and 
succeed as citizens once they’ve served their 
time in prison, promoting public safety and re-
ducing recidivism in the process. 

All too often, former inmates do not have 
access to the tools they need to succeed in 
our society. Without access to employment or 
housing, they in too many cases return to pris-
on. 

The Summit of Hope is a large community 
expo designed to provide individuals on parole 
or probation with access to the tools they 
need. Services provided at the event range 
from voter registration, to counseling, to job 
training, to health screenings and beyond. By 
providing access to these services, organizers 
are ensuring that these individuals have every 
opportunity to succeed and reintegrate in our 
society. I am grateful for the extraordinary ef-
forts of Mr. Marcus King, Community Outreach 
Administrator for the Illinois Department of 
Corrections’ Office of Constituent Services. 
Mr. King is a driving force behind this and 
other Summit of Hope events around the state 
of Illinois, and his impact on reducing recidi-
vism cannot be overstated. 

I also want to note the important efforts of 
Ms. Brandi Vigil, a full-time faculty member 
with Loyola University’s Department of Crimi-
nal Justice and Criminology. Ms. Vigil and 
Loyola University have helped make the Sum-
mit of Hope a reality. 

I am honored to have a Summit of Hope 
event take place in the 9th Congressional Dis-
trict of Illinois, and I hope that this and future 
events help make our communities safer and 

equip former inmates with the tools they need 
to succeed. 

f 

BMW EXPORTS EXCEED $9 BILLION 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, a recent article in Charleston’s The Post 
and Courier titled ‘‘S.C. BMW sets pace for 
U.S. auto exports,’’ details the remarkable pro-
duction levels coming out of BMW’s South 
Carolina plant with exports of over $9 billion. 

‘‘The BMW manufacturing plant in South 
Carolina maintained its position as the nation’s 
leading exporter of vehicles, sending $9.53 bil-
lion worth of cars and SUVs to foreign coun-
tries in 2016—most of them through the Port 
of Charleston.’’ 

The president and CEO of BMW Manufac-
turing, Knudt Flor, said in a statement, ‘‘We 
had a record-breaking production and export 
year in 2016, and these new export figures re-
inforce BMW’s commitment to South Carolina 
and the United States.’’ 

Governor Henry McMaster accurately indi-
cated that ‘‘there’s no overstating the value 
BMW has brought to South Carolina since 
opening its doors in Spartanburg County over 
20 years ago. The fact that the same facility 
that represented such a commitment to our 
state is now the leading automotive exporter in 
the country is something that all South Caro-
linians should be proud of.’’ 
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