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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, on 
March 24, 2017, I was not present for the re-
corded vote on roll call no. 191. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY on the mo-
tion to order the previous question providing 
for consideration of H.R. 1628, the American 
Health Care Act of 2017. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL TEACHERS 
AWARD 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of outstanding public school 
teachers in Florida’s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

I was once told that children are 25 percent 
of the population, but they are 100 percent of 
the future. 

And it’s true. The education of a child is an 
investment, not only in that student, but in the 
future of our country. 

Therefore, I established the Congressional 
Teacher Awards to honor educators for their 
ability to teach and inspire students. 

An independent panel has chosen the fol-
lowing teachers from Manatee, Sarasota, and 
Hillsborough Counties to receive Florida’s 16th 
District 2015 Congressional Teacher Award for 
their accomplishments as educators: 

Danielle Murphy for her accomplishments as 
a teacher at Boyette Springs Elementary in 
Riverview 

Carol Pelletier for her accomplishments as a 
teacher at Sarasota Military Academy Prep in 
Sarasota 

Emilee Vermilion for her accomplishments 
as a teacher at Southeast High School in Bra-
denton 

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th 
District I congratulate each of these out-
standing teachers and offer my sincere appre-
ciation for their service and dedication. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN HUMBERT 
ROQUE ‘‘ROCKY’’ VERSACE ON 
THE OCCASION OF NATIONAL 
MEDAL OF HONOR DAY 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
the occasion of National Medal of Honor Day 

to recognize the heroism ‘‘above and beyond 
the call of duty’’ of Captain Humbert Roque 
‘‘Rocky’’ Versace, USMA Class of 1959. Cap-
tain Versace, who was captured by the Viet 
Cong with two other U.S. soldiers on 29 Octo-
ber 1963, endured nearly 23 months of inhu-
man treatment at the hands of his communist 
captors. That included denial of medical treat-
ment (for the 3 bullet wounds he sustained 
during his capture), insufficient daily food ra-
tion, indoctrination attempts, beatings and con-
finement to a cramped bamboo cage. 

Portions of his Medal of Honor citation read: 
‘‘[H]e demonstrated exceptional leadership 
and resolute adherence to the tenants of the 
Code of Conduct from the time he entered into 
a prisoner of war status . . . he attempted the 
first of four escape attempts by dragging him-
self on his hands and knees out of the camp 
through dense swamp and forbidding vegeta-
tion to freedom . . . Captain Versace scorned 
the enemy’s exhaustive interrogation and in-
doctrination efforts, and inspired his fellow 
prisoners to resist to the best of their ability. 
When he used his Vietnamese language skills 
to protest improper treatment of the American 
prisoners by the guards, he was put into leg 
irons and gagged to keep his protestations out 
of earshot of the other American prisoners in 
the camp . . .’’ 

The Viet Cong murdered Captain Versace 
on 26 September 1965. After more than 51 
years, Captain Versace is the only U.S. Sol-
dier who received the Medal of Honor during 
the Vietnam War to remain Missing in Action. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 
RETIREMENT OF BOB EPLING 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I, along 
with Representative ROS-LEHTINEN and Rep-
resentative CURBELO rise to commemorate the 
retirement of Mr. Bob Epling. 

Bob began his career as an assistant bank 
examiner with the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation in Washington, D.C. From there, 
he moved to South Florida, where he would 
spend most of the next fifty years. Bob worked 
for several banks in South Florida, and has 
served as the President and CEO of Home-
stead/Community Bank of Florida for the last 
forty years. Through his work at the bank, he 
has consistently proven himself to be an hon-
orable, ethical man. 

Bob has also been an active member of the 
South Florida community. He has served as 
the Chairman of the International Hurricane 
Center for the past twenty years, serves on 
the executive board of the South Florida 
Council of Boy Scouts of America, and is a 
member of the Military Affairs Committee of 
the Greater Homestead/Florida City Chamber 
of Commerce, among many other activities. 

Bob is also a Senior Advisor to the Orange 
Bowl Committee, after serving as its President 
in 1993. In his work with the Orange Bowl 
Committee, he was able to break ground on a 
renovation of the football stadium and field at 
Harris Field Park in Homestead. This project is 
just one example of Bob’s continuing commit-
ment to making life better for his neighbors in 
South Florida. 

We have known Bob for several decades, 
and have been consistently impressed with 
the breadth of his involvement with the com-
munity. He has been a loyal friend, and is an 
honest voice who can speak to the positive 
qualities of his community as well as the chal-
lenges it faces. We congratulate Bob on a re-
markable career and a lasting impact made. 

Mr. Speaker, we are honored to pay tribute 
to Mr. Bob Epling for his tremendous service 
to the South Florida community, and we ask 
our colleagues to join us in recognizing this re-
markable individual. 

f 

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT OF 
2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 24, 2017 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, in Indiana, we 
keep life simple. We love God, country, family, 
and basketball. And, this time of year, during 
March Madness, not necessarily in that order. 
Certain principles are sacred, like you do what 
you said you were going to do. Some want to 
make today’s debate complicated, but the 
truth is it’s pretty simple. For seven years 
we’ve told the American people we would re-
peal Obamacare. Today we have an oppor-
tunity to do that. It’s not a perfect bill—no bill 
is. But President Trump has said this is our 
best and only chance to get this done. 

There is some strong policy in this bill. It 
cuts taxes by hundreds of billions of dollars 
and government by hundreds of billions. It 
keeps pre-existing condition prohibitions and 
lets 26-year-olds stay on their parents’ health 
plans. Most importantly, however, it 
unshackles American families from a govern-
ment forced mandate costing them thousands 
of dollars each year. This bill represents an 
enormous change away from an era of taxes, 
mandates, penalties, and government bureau-
crats defining what health insurance plan you 
are allowed to purchase, and into an era 
where the patient, the consumer, is back in 
charge. 

Despite today’s rhetoric, the choice is clear: 
you can vote to keep Obamacare or vote to 
end it. It’s really that simple. I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill, keep your promise, 
and do what you said you would do. 
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COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT FOR 

MITIGATED PROPERTIES ACT OF 
2017 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
today to introduce the Community Empower-
ment for Mitigated Properties Act of 2017. 

When the Federal Emergency Management 
Authority (FEMA) buys up repeatedly flood-
ed—and uninsurable—residential lots, the 
houses are demolished and these properties 
become permanently barred from develop-
ment. The properties become open lots and 
give flood waters a place to be absorbed, but 
the strict requirements and regulations on de-
velopment of the land can leave a patchwork 
of empty spaces and an uncertain future about 
their upkeep and maintenance. 

This legislation would ensure that FEMA 
provide notice to municipal land maintenance 
authorities that a flood mitigation purchase has 
been made inside their jurisdiction, and how 
disagreements between local government’s 
competing land maintenance standards can be 
mediated. Enactment of this legislation would 
help communities in my district and around the 
country to better deal with these situations, 
and I look forward to advancing it through the 
Transportation and Infrastructure committee 
and this House. 

In conclusion, I would like to acknowledge a 
former member of my staff, Daniel Amico, for 
his hard work on this legislation. Daniel has 
moved on to pursue a new opportunity, but I 
wish him well and thank him for his efforts on 
my behalf preparing this bill. 

f 

THE MIDDLE EAST 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to share with my col-
leagues several articles that I have written 
over the years regarding the Middle East. As 
a Member of the Europe, Eurasia, and Emerg-
ing Threats Subcommittee on Foreign Affairs, 
these pieces serve to outline and inform dis-
cussions that our Committee will cover in the 
115th Congress. 

ISIS, ISLAMIC EXTREMISM, AND THE LONG WAR 
Regardless of various opinions about the 

United States’ military engagements in Iraq 
and Afghanistan since 2001, I would argue 
that President Bush’s words to a joint ses-
sion of Congress on 20 September of that 
year ring just as true and valuable now: ‘‘We 
are a country awakened to danger and called 
to defend freedom’’ against an onslaught by 
terrorists practicing ‘‘a fringe form of Is-
lamic extremism’’. 

Recent unconscionable acts of violence by 
Islamic militants, including beheadings and 
burnings alive not heard of for hundreds of 
years, demand broad and possibly unique 
means of response and concerted action by 
the modem world. Certainly the ‘‘overseas 
contingency operation’’ with which the 
Obama Administration replaced the ‘‘Global 
War on Terror’’ in May 2009 has failed to ac-
complish the task. Now ISIS leaders openly 

threaten to ‘‘conquer your Rome, break your 
crosses and enslave your women.’’ 

Not since the Communist state of Stalin, 
or perhaps the Third Reich, have we faced 
such a potential, or at least self-proclaimed, 
existential threat to the modem world. It re-
quired a half century of containment to mu-
tate the former and a brutal world war to 
eradicate the latter. 

The religious inspiration behind ISIS, 
Taliban, Al-Qaeda, and affiliated groups add 
a different face to the movements which call 
for responses broader than purely military 
activity. Recalling President Truman’s un-
successful effort to draw the world’s reli-
gions into the fight against communism, we 
need to draw religious leaders from all tradi-
tions—especially the vast majority of Mus-
lims who do not align themselves with the 
medieval barbarism of the terrorists—into 
open and concerted action in opposition to 
the threat posed here. 

In the early 1950s, Truman found only one 
group, the Catholic Church, willing to broad-
ly and openly attack communism. In 2006, it 
was Pope Benedict XVI who spoke out more 
clearly and aggressively against the evil of 
using religion to inspire hatred and vio-
lence—and of the fundamental incompati-
bility of the Prophet’s command to ‘‘spread 
the word by the sword’’ with the way of life 
in the modem 21st century. He urged the Is-
lamic world to reconcile the Koran with mo-
dernity, to bring reason to its interpreta-
tions just as the Enlightenment did for theo-
cratic monarchies in the 18th century. He 
made it clear that moderate Muslims must 
take responsibility for their own religion. 

And while there have been some encour-
aging comments, inter-religious dialogues, 
and op-eds to this effect, we are still in the 
early stages of a protracted struggle for the 
minds of heretofore not radicalized muslims. 
The ‘‘soft power’’ of religious opinion makers 
is an important factor. In fact, some have ar-
gued as Ambassador Charles Freeman 
(USFS, Ret.) has that ‘‘only a coalition with 
a strong Muslim identity can hope to con-
tain’’ the terrorists. He argues that the doc-
trines of ISIS cannot be successfully refuted 
by non-Muslims because the U.S. ‘‘lacks the 
religious credentials to refute’’ Islamic ter-
rorist groups as ‘‘a moral perversion of 
Islam.’’ 

The lack of cultural integration in dif-
ferent nations’ societies also presents a 
major challenge. Whether it is European 
‘‘multiculturalism,’’ or an affirmative preju-
dice, the lack of alignment of many Muslim 
groups with the national identities and cul-
tures of their countries has created a breed-
ing ground for radicalization. Here is where 
our unique American ‘‘exceptionalism’’ can 
show the light. Our ‘‘melting pot’’ tradition 
of assimilation of diverse peoples has cre-
ated—despite some bumps in the road—a 
uniquely broad and culturally tolerant soci-
ety. And the related concept of citizenship 
based on residence and personal actions rath-
er than blood and lineage can serve as a pow-
erful model. 

As the world gropes for solutions, it has be-
come clear that concerted action by the 
modem world, akin to the Allied Powers’ col-
laborative actions to confront the Axis, is 
absolutely necessary. Spain and France re-
cently passed bi-partisan laws granting ex-
pansive powers to the authorities to monitor 
and interdict internet connectivity with rad-
ical Islamic sites, to isolate and track down 
‘‘lone wolf’’ terrorists, and to restrict and 
contain travel to and from places of known 
terrorist activities. Modifying the Schengen 
visa program and putting in place tightened 
border security are issues to consider as 
means of improving tracking of known ter-
rorist suspects. 

Lastly, we should consider a ‘‘contain-
ment’’ and isolation program to ring fence 

the terrorist geographies, turn them onto 
themselves and limit their capacity to ex-
port murder beyond their borders. In so 
doing, perhaps we can help assure that their 
neighbors who are our allies in all this (espe-
cially Jordan) are reinforced and protected. 
Turkey has a powerful role to play both be-
cause of their long land border with Syria 
and Iraq, and due to the complexities pre-
sented by the PKK in Turkey and the evo-
lution of Kurdistan and its Peshmerga, 
which are capable fighters and allies of the 
West. Only a comprehensive strategy can 
turn the tide and lead us to ultimate victory 
in the Long War. 

IS THIS WAR YET? 
Contrary to the constrained and parsed 

language that the Obama administration 
uses to describe the terror radiating from 
the Middle East, we are at war. The terror 
attacks in France only underscore this re-
ality. This is a struggle for the values and 
freedoms the Western world holds dear. The 
modern secular state where all religious 
faiths are respected, and the rights of all 
men and women are to be protected, is under 
siege. These attacks are neither sporadic 
‘‘episodes,’’ nor are they merely criminal. We 
confront a locally and regionally organized 
movement with a unifying ideology and 
global ambitions. 

While the Islamic State, Al-Qaeda and 
their ilk are in some ways more complicated 
than traditional nation states, the under-
lying ideology has echoes of mid–20th Cen-
tury fascism. There is tyranny in the beating 
heart of both movements. 

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
correctly noted that the enemy are 
‘‘jihadists,’’ but shied away from conceding 
that it is unmistakably and by its own de-
scription Islamic. You can argue whether the 
wave of terror that began with the Iranian 
Revolution and reached new heights with the 
Islamic State attacks on France is truly in-
spired by a perverted interpretation of Islam, 
or rather the cynical and calculated manipu-
lation of religion for the purpose of hege-
monic conquest. Either way, the result is 
largely the same. The Islamic State, Al- 
Qaeda and the constellation of Islamic ex-
tremist groups that orbit around them have 
spread fear across the world. They have im-
posed a significant ‘‘security tax’’ on free so-
cieties. And they have seized significant ter-
ritory across North Africa and the Middle 
East. 

The question confronting all free societies 
targeted by these extremists is whether to 
declare war against those who are waging 
war against us. If so, what is the best means 
to mount the kind of wartime response tradi-
tionally associated with nation state con-
flicts? 

One possible measure would be an embargo 
that cuts off extremist held territory in Iraq 
and Syria from the rest of the world: No 
cross border movement, no flights in and 
out, no connection with the global commons. 
This would essentially treat extremist held 
territory as a belligerent nation, and it 
might well entail recognizing the already de 
facto partition of Iraq and Syria into their 
Shiite, Sunni and Kurdish regions. Islamic 
State leaders believe they occupy a Caliph-
ate, so why should they avoid measures that 
traditionally constrain aggressor nations? 

More punishing measures could also target 
any governments or non-governmental orga-
nizations that nurture or support the terror-
ists, including the governments of many of 
our Sunni allies in the Middle East. Even in-
direct or private support for a radical move-
ment that has declared war on the civilized 
world should carry a heavy cost, one that 
creates an incentive for these nations to be-
come part of the solution to a problem that 
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is in many respects of their own making. In 
short, cut off the money, dry up support, and 
starve the extremist movement. 

The plight of innocent people in areas oc-
cupied or contested by these extremists is a 
humanitarian tragedy on an almost incom-
prehensible scale. While all innocent people 
driven from their homes or persecuted by 
these extremists deserve our help and sup-
port, the plight of Christians in this regard 
is unconscionable. The world needs to help 
all of the displaced persons created from this 
conflict, but the ultimate answer to their 
suffering is to stop the wanton violence and 
destruction so that they can return home. 

A good place to start is the ‘‘No Fly Zone’’ 
and safe corridor in Syria which Governor 
Jeb Bush and others have endorsed. Such a 
safe haven could offer a means to bring hu-
manitarian aid to the displaced, stem the 
current refugee tide, and serve as a base of 
operations for more moderate forces opposed 
to the extremists. 

This sad chapter in human affairs will 
pass, but decisions and actions are urgently 
needed to hasten the day when the Islamic 
State and its fellow travelers take their 
rightful place on the ash heap of history, 
alongside other extremist movements like 
fascism, imperialism, and communism. As in 
past wars, free peoples will ultimately pre-
vail so long as free nations stand united 
against tyranny, recognizing it under what-
ever black flag it travels. Appeasement and 
parsed language, such as we have repeatedly 
seen from the Obama administration, will 
not deter hardened jihadists. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CENTEN-
NIAL OF THE BOROUGH OF DU-
PONT, PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Borough of Dupont, Penn-
sylvania, which will celebrate its Centennial on 
March 28, 2017. When Judge Garman signed 
a decree on March 28, 1917 to officially incor-
porate the Borough of Dupont, he could not 
have imagined the robust, close-knit, and 
thriving community that Dupont is today. 

The citizens of Dupont have always shown 
resilience and determination. In 1896, when 
the residents of the Dupont section of Pittston 
Township were unhappy with their living condi-
tions and the allocation of their tax dollars, 
they banded together to present a petition for 
incorporation to Luzerne County. When their 
petition was denied, the citizens of Dupont did 
not back down or give up. They spend the 
next 21 years revising and submitting new pe-
titions until their ultimate success in 1917. 

In 1917, Dupont was home to 27 saloons, 6 
butcher shops, a watch maker, 5 candy 
stores, and 3 pool rooms, among other fine 
establishments. Today, Dupont is home to 
many area favorites, including the Dupont Pol-
ish Club and VFW Post 4909, as well as a 
number of successful businesses and res-
taurants. These small businesses and gath-
ering spaces truly reflect the community-mind-
ed and entrepreneurial spirit of Dupont. 

Communities like Dupont are what make 
Northeastern Pennsylvania a unique and vi-
brant place to live and work. Over the past 
one hundred years, the Borough has dem-
onstrated a commitment to fellowship and 

progress, a trend which will no doubt continue 
and contribute to the prosperity of this treas-
ured community. 

f 

LIMITING INHUMANE FEDERAL 
TRAPPING (LIFT) ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
am reintroducing the Limiting Inhumane Fed-
eral Trapping (LIFT) Act, which would severely 
restrict the use of inhumane body-gripping 
traps on public lands and by public officials. 
Every year, countless dogs, cats, and wild ani-
mals are injured and killed in body-gripping 
traps such as leg and foothold, Conibear, and 
snare traps. The animals caught in these traps 
are subject to intense pain that can last for 
hours, or even days. If they don’t die imme-
diately from the injuries, animals can suffer 
from dehydration, predation, or when a trapper 
eventually finds them. Furthermore, pets and 
other companion animals can be the victims of 
these traps. Body-gripping traps are non-se-
lective in their victims, and can be particularly 
dangerous if set in popular areas. There are 
many effective non-lethal methods that can be 
deployed in place of these cruel traps. 

Despite these serious risks, body-gripping 
traps are used by federal agencies, local gov-
ernments, private entities, and individual trap-
pers to catch creatures for their fur, keep ani-
mals away from livestock and crops, and even 
for recreational purposes. Wildlife Services, a 
federal agency notorious for its secrecy and 
use of inhumane animal management tech-
niques, often uses body-gripping traps as a 
first resort. This results in the death or capture 
of thousands of animals per year in these 
cruel body-gripping traps. Federal agencies 
too often avoid more humane, effective, and 
non-lethal control options to control animal 
species. The LIFT Act would ensure that fed-
eral agencies, including Wildlife Services, do a 
better job of regulating trapping by non-federal 
entities on public lands, thereby limiting cruelty 
and protecting public safety. 

Inhumane trapping is a problem in Oregon 
and across the country. There have been too 
many unfortunate examples of wild animals 
and pets falling victim to these traps. This bill 
complements efforts by other colleagues in the 
House and Senate to crack down on the use 
of body-gripping traps in light of the growing 
public acknowledgement that we cannot and 
should not continue to endorse the wide-
spread use of these inhumane devices. 

f 

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT OF 
2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 24, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, never before, 
in more than two centuries of American his-
tory, has Congress taken back benefits and 
replaced them with a package that, in turn, re-
duces benefits in use by the American people. 

The effect on the District of Columbia would 
be particularly disappointing because the Af-
fordable Care Act (ACA) has brought the city 
to virtual universal coverage (only 3.4 percent 
not covered). Moreover, most Americans, in-
cluding D.C. residents, get their coverage 
through their employers. The untold story 
about Trumpcare is its effect not only on the 
ACA, but the harmful effects it could have on 
the one-sixth of the U.S. economy that is ac-
counted for by healthcare costs. 

The reason Americans oppose Trumpcare is 
its take-backs: 24 million people would lose 
coverage; premiums and deductibles would in-
crease; essential coverage for maternity care, 
prescription drugs, and emergency room visits 
would end; healthy pre-Medicare elderly would 
be charged five times what others pay; and in-
stead of lengthening the Medicare Trust Fund, 
Trumpcare would shorten it by three years. 
The most devastating effect of repeal would 
be felt by the lowest-income Americans who 
benefit from the Medicaid expansion in the 
ACA with the end of the Medicaid expansion 
in 2020. Seventy-four percent of Americans, 
including 54 percent of Republicans, oppose 
cutting Medicaid funding. 

I urge my colleagues to join the American 
people in voting no: recent polls show only 17 
percent of the American people support the 
Republican Trumpcare bill. 

f 

HONORING DR. ELLEN N. JUNN 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor Dr. Ellen N. Junn, 
who will be officially inaugurated as the 11th 
President of California State University, 
Stanislaus, on March 30, 2017. 

President Junn has demonstrated a dedica-
tion to excellence in the pursuit of knowledge 
with a career spanning more than 30 years in 
teaching and leadership positions at five dif-
ferent California State University campuses. 

In addition to her years of service, President 
Junn has an extensive catalogue of published 
work with a focus on supporting the success 
of underserved students, the significance of 
university-community engagement, and strate-
gies for supporting non-tenure track faculty, 
especially women and minorities. 

President Junn has helped countless stu-
dents attain baccalaureate and graduate de-
grees through a core commitment to forging 
and advocating pathways for the underserved. 
She has been recognized as an exemplary 
leader and fierce promoter for the California 
State University’s diverse community of stu-
dents, faculty, and staff. She has also advo-
cated for an engaged and high-impact under-
graduate experience, led by a team of dedi-
cated teachers. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
congratulating Dr. Ellen Junn on becoming the 
next President of California State University, 
Stanislaus, as we look forward to a long and 
productive partnership benefitting the citizens 
of our collective region. 
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CELEBRATING THE 15TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE ARAB PEACE INI-
TIATIVE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a resolution Celebrating the Impor-
tance of the 15th Anniversary of the Arab 
Peace Initiative as a Meaningful Effort by Arab 
Countries to the Commitment of Peace in the 
Middle East. 

I recently travelled to Israel for the 18th time 
as a Member of Congress. While in Israel and 
Jordan, I attended a number of bilateral and 
multilateral meetings focused on security and 
the outlook for the region in the coming year. 
I always welcome these opportunities to meet 
with senior leaders on such a wide range of 
issues, and our conversations touched on po-
litical developments, regional security in the 
Middle East, the peace process, and strength-
ening the bilateral relationships between the 
United States and these nations. 

Although the Israeli-Palestinian conflict con-
tinues to be a major challenge, I believe we 
must stay actively involved in peace negotia-
tions. I am happy to say that recently, Israel 
and some Muslim-majority Arab nations in the 
Middle East have made progress in regional 
cooperation. I believe that, using the Arab 
Peace Initiative as a baseline, these recent 
developments present a renewed opportunity 
for progress—one that we cannot afford to 
miss. 

Mr. Speaker, my resolution highlights the 
importance of the Arab Peace Initiative and 
urges the nations to continue the hard work of 
fostering stronger relationship. Under the right 
circumstances, the Arab Peace Initiative al-
lows for gradual progress towards the normal-
ization of bilateral relations between Israel and 
its neighbors. We all know that the relationship 
between America and Israel is paramount, and 
I have faith that, in time, the relationships be-
tween Israel and other nations will also 
strengthen. I commend the regional countries 
that have taken steps to facilitate the end of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, while simulta-
neously strengthening regional security 
through discussions with the State of Israel. I 
urge all parties to continue these important 
dialogues. 

I would also like to take a moment to ac-
knowledge the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan’s ascension to the Presidency of the Arab 
League. The United States established rela-
tions with Jordan in 1949 and our countries 
have a long history of cooperation. Jordan has 
taken on an important role in pursuing 
progress for the region. I congratulate my 
friend King Abdullah II and wish Jordan the 
very best as it assumes this new leadership 
role for the foreseeable future. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to introduce this 
resolution today, and recommend its expedi-
tious consideration and passage. 

CELEBRATING JUANITA SEARFOSS 
ON HER 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Juanita Searfoss, a great Hoosier 
who is celebrating her 90th birthday today. 

Juanita M. Searfoss was born on March 27, 
1927, in South Bend, Indiana, to Dorotha M. 
and Herschel A. Sharp, who were loving 
Christian parents. She also had three broth-
ers, David C. Sharp (deceased), Jerry D. 
Sharp of Bonita Springs, Florida, and Ronald 
(Mary) Sharp of South Bend. 

On October 7, 1950, she married Clifford L. 
Searfoss. They were married for 55 years until 
his death in 2005. Their loving marriage pro-
duced six children, 16 grandchildren, and 14 
great-grandchildren. 

Juanita graduated from Central High School 
in South Bend and Indiana University in 
Bloomington with a degree in medical tech-
nology. She worked for the South Bend Med-
ical Foundation, retiring after 21 years of serv-
ice. 

Juanita has always been active in her 
church—she has been a member of the 
Sonlight Fellowship Wesleyan Church since 
the age of ten—and various volunteer and 
service organizations. For many years she has 
planned and made a meal every two months 
for Hope Ministries. She was a member of 
Faith in Action, did respite care for several 
families, and helped support several mission-
aries, as well as the Northern Indiana Food 
Bank and Chiara House. She is a member of 
the St. Joseph County Home Extension 
Normain club, a Bible study group, Gleaners, 
a Red Hat Society group, and a hospice orga-
nization, just to name a few. In 2008 she was 
awarded the Golden Hoosier Award for her 
volunteer work. She still loves to read, travel, 
play the piano, crochet, and spend time with 
her family and friends. 

Many have benefitted from her strong faith, 
her kind and caring nature, her quiet wisdom, 
and her unconditional love. 

Happy 90th Birthday, Juanita. 
f 

IN HONOR OF DONNETTA WALSER 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the late Donnetta Walser. 

Donnetta spent her life dedicated to improv-
ing her local community. Her 28 years as an 
educator, including many in the Monroe 
School District, is a testament to her steadfast 
commitment to her students. 

After her career in public education, 
Donnetta spent 32 years in public service, 
serving on the Monroe City Council, Monroe 
Civil Service Commission, U.S. 2 Safety Coali-
tion, Snohomish County Senior Services 
Board of Directors, Snohomish County League 
of Women Voters, and two terms as the 
Mayor of Monroe. 

Donnetta had such a positive impact on so 
many people throughout our community. Her 

kind and compassionate spirit and willingness 
to take on tough tasks will surely be missed. 
Although she has passed on, her memory and 
impact will continue to live on. 

My heart goes out to her husband: Fred; her 
sons and daughters-in-law: Scott and Stacey 
and Matt and Kimberly; her grandchildren; and 
all of her family and friends. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TEENS HELPING KIDS 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Teens Helping Kids as they celebrate 
their 10th year of service. 

Located in the South Texas city of Browns-
ville, Teens Helping Kids was founded in 2008 
by five high school juniors. Since its formation, 
the club has raised and donated funds to or-
ganizations that provide services to children, 
and its teen members have volunteered time 
and energy to helping those who need it most. 

Each year, Teens Helping Kids partners 
with Cameron County Children’s Advocacy 
Centers, Inc. to host the Annual Sports Celeb-
rity Dinner, which has raised more than 
$800,000 since its inception. This year, its 
members plan to meet their $1,000,000 goal. 
The success of this event will be felt region- 
wide as Teens Helping Kids will be donating 
proceeds to local children’s nonprofits such as 
Ozanam Center, Tip of Texas Family Out-
reach, Monica’s House, and Maggie’s House. 

Teens Helping Kids has made a lasting, 
positive impact in our community, and they will 
continue to play a role in the improvement of 
South Texas. I rise today to congratulate them 
for their decade of success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. ROBERT GEORGE 
EVANS, JR. 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a decent and generous American, Mr. 
Robert George Evans, Jr., who passed away 
on March 16, 2017 surrounded by his loving 
family. 

Robbie was a lifelong New Orleanian. He 
graduated from Archbishop Shaw High School 
and earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Management from the University of New Orle-
ans. After college he rose to the position of 
Vice President for the family steel drum busi-
ness, Evans Cooperage. He later founded 
Con-Tech International which began selling in-
dustrial steel drum parts and related items. 
Under his leadership, the company has grown 
into an international corporation supplying 
steel and hundreds of custom manufactured 
parts to various industries across the globe. 

I met Robbie through a mutual friend, Jerry 
Bonnet. It was a few years after Hurricane 
Katrina and I was still Indiana Secretary of 
State. My office had ‘‘adopted’’ an inner city 
school in Indianapolis, and I heard that Robbie 
and New Orleans were doing some amazing 
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work with parental choice in schools in the 
Hurricane’s aftermath that basically destroyed 
a lot of public school infrastructure. We had 
been personal friends ever since that first 
meeting. 

Robbie helped lead a ‘‘Phoenix from the 
ashes’’ movement in the New Orleans 
schools. The success was due to the need to 
throw away the old bureaucracy, rules, and 
the attitude that the schools existed for the 
adults in them rather than for the kids. Robbie 
helped turn that all-around, attracting national 
attention for the model. He devoted hundreds 
of hours annually to improving New Orleans 
public schools and the lives of the students at-
tending them. He was an unapologetic advo-
cate for inner-city students attending Lafayette 
Academy and Esperanza Charter School. He 
served as a board member for the Choice 
Foundation where he was both the Vice Chair-
man and Executive Committee member. 
Robbie served on many other boards and 
committees, each with a goal to improve and 
enhance the economic environment or edu-
cational opportunity of his community. 

Robbie was a man of high character and in-
tegrity. He had a servant’s heart for his com-
munity and those who live in it. His love for 
New Orleans and its culture was evident in his 
words and actions. Robbie was an art, archi-
tecture, and history enthusiast. He loved to 
travel the country and world meeting new peo-
ple and experiencing different cultures. He 
was a friend to many people and an advocate 
for more. His obituary was correct in all re-
spects, including that he indeed was a terrible 
driver. 

Robbie leaves Barbara, his beloved wife of 
34 years, his daughter and son, and many 
other family and friends to carry on his legacy 
of service to their communities. Anyone who 
knew him well knows what a great loss his 
passing is for New Orleans and our nation. 
Rest in peace Robbie, you will not be forgot-
ten. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THE 
HONORABLE ANTHONY BEILENSON 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of the Honorable An-
thony C. Beilenson—father, husband, grand-
father, California legislator, and United States 
Congressman—who passed away on March 5, 
2017. 

Tony Beilenson grew up in New Rochelle, 
New York. After graduating from Harvard Law 
School in 1957, he moved to Los Angeles to 
practice law in the film industry. Always striv-
ing to give back to the world and do as much 
good as possible, Tony decided to forgo his 
legal practice to serve the public and he was 
elected to the California State Assembly in 
1962. In 1966, he continued his service to the 
people of California and was elected to the 
State Senate. 

During his tenure in the California State 
Legislature, Tony worked hard to protect the 
environment and reproductive rights, and was 
respected by his colleagues regardless of 
party for his unparalleled collegiality and civil-
ity when working to address the most chal-

lenging issues of his time. He was widely 
known for voting and acting according to his 
thoughtful and well-informed conscience, 
which inspired his colleagues to eschew par-
tisanship and elevate constructive discourse. 

Tony continued his legacy of effective and 
impactful lawmaking when he was elected in 
1976 to serve in Congress, representing parts 
of the San Fernando Valley, Thousand Oaks 
and Agoura Hills. He will forever be remem-
bered for his landmark 1978 legislation that 
established the Santa Monica Mountains Na-
tional Recreation Area, protecting part of 
Southern California’s most treasured natural 
landscape for future generations to explore 
and enjoy. 

As a Member of Congress, Tony fought 
hard to support environmental initiatives such 
as the Clean Air Act and securing funding for 
the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Refuge and Lake 
Balboa Park, which was renamed the Anthony 
C. Beilenson Park in 1998. He was a powerful 
advocate for reducing government waste and 
promoting efficiency. Tony’s former colleagues 
share a deep respect for the integrity, class, 
and sensibility that he championed throughout 
his tenure in office. 

Tony is survived by his wife, Dolores; his 
sons, Adam and Peter; his daughter Dayna; 
and nine grandchildren. I hope that his family 
will take comfort in the remarkable legacy that 
he established at every turn of his life as an 
accomplished public servant. May his memory 
be a blessing to us all. 

f 

HONORING MR. BRENDEN SHIPLEY 
WITH THE 2017 CONGRESSIONAL 
AWARD 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 27, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
today to honor Mr. Brenden Shipley of West 
Palm Beach with the Congressional Award of 
Bronze and Silver Medals. Since 1979, the 
Congressional Award has inspired our nation’s 
youth to set and achieve personally chal-
lenging goals that build character and foster 
community service. Recipients are committed 
to bettering themselves and to giving back to 
the communities in which they reside. It is the 
fulfilling of that commitment, which makes 
these young people so extraordinary. 

Mr. Shipley took on the challenge of earning 
two medals: Bronze and Silver. Earning these 
awards requires a minimum of 400 hours of 
community service. He served his community 
by volunteering at the Kids Cancer Founda-
tion, tutoring kids in math, cleaning the football 
field at school, and helping one of his friends 
move into his new home. In addition, he 
learned how to build a house and commercial 
buildings, and improved his physical fitness for 
his senior year football season by weightlifting 
and boxing. Furthermore, Mr. Shipley planned 
a seventeen day trip to France, England, Ire-
land, and Wales to immerse himself in an un-
familiar culture and to develop a spirit of ad-
venture. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
once said that: ‘‘The function of education is to 
teach one to think intensively and to think criti-
cally. Intelligence plus character—that is the 
goal of true education.’’ I believe that Mr. 

Brenden Shipley is a remarkable young man 
who exemplifies that true character. I am hon-
ored to present him with the 2017 Congres-
sional Award for Bronze and Silver Medals, 
and to recognize him for all of his hard work 
in the West Palm Beach community. I wish 
him much success in all of his future endeav-
ors. 

f 

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT OF 
2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, March 24, 2017 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, on March 25, 
1966—51 years ago, this past Saturday—Dr. 
King spoke these words: ‘‘Of all the forms of 
inequality, injustice in health is the most 
shocking and the most inhuman because it 
often results in physical death.’’ 

We came to this floor to fight TrumpCare 
last week with the moral force of Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s words in our heart. Affordable 
health care is a civil right; a fundamental right 
for every American. As we remember Dr. 
King’s wisdom, as we debated this bill: we did 
so in tribute to our colleague BOBBY RUSH’s 
late wife, Carolyn Rush. Carolyn was active in 
the civil rights movement, and she was a 
champion for Americans’ health care. Her fu-
neral was Saturday, the 51st anniversary of 
Dr. King’s words. We were proud to honor 
Carolyn Rush’s memory by saving the Afford-
able Care Act from repeal and protecting the 
health of the American people. 

Speaker RYAN called this bill an ‘‘act of 
mercy.’’ There is no mercy here. Indeed, in-
equality and inhumanity is exactly what 
TrumpCare has in store for the American peo-
ple. 

Sister Simone Campbell said: ‘‘This is not 
the faithful way forward and must be rejected.’’ 
The Catholic Health Association wrote: ‘‘We 
strongly encourage the full House to reject this 
‘replacement’ bill.’’ As the United Methodist 
Church said, opposing TrumpCare: ‘‘People 
will die because of efforts like this to roll back 
health care.’’ Lutheran Services in America 
said TrumpCare ‘‘will jeopardize the health 
care and long term services and supports of 
millions of Americans.’’ The Episcopal Church 
says TrumpCare ‘‘falls woefully short of our 
spiritual calling to care for the ‘least of these,’ 
as well as the noble values upon which our 
great nation was founded.’’ 

Rather than an act of mercy, TrumpCare is 
a moral monstrosity that will devastate sen-
iors, children and hard-working Americans. I 
grant our Republican friends their position. I 
respect them and their constituents who sent 
them here. But I do not accept the wrong pri-
orities in TrumpCare—tax cuts for the rich at 
the expense of tens of millions of working fam-
ilies across America. 

TrumpCare spotlights the difference in the 
priorities of the Democrats and Republicans in 
Congress—whether we in Congress believe in 
a public role in meeting the needs of the 
American people. It is about governance itself. 
Trumpcare is consistent with the Ryan budget 
that destroys the Medicare guarantee. It is a 
step forward in the long-standing Republican 
belief that Medicare should ‘‘wither on the 
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vine;’’ that Medicaid should be shrunken; that 
Social Security should be privatized. 

If you believe we have a role and a respon-
sibility to protect the health and wellbeing of 
the American people, you must reject the bill 
before us now. Here’s how TrumpCare hurts 
the American people: 

1. Higher Costs—TrumpCare forces families 
to pay higher premiums and deductibles, in-
creasing out-of-pocket costs. 

2. Less Coverage—TrumpCare will take 
away health care from 24 million hard-working 
Americans. 

3. Key Protections Gutted—TrumpCare 
eradicates Essential Health Benefits, such as 
maternity, prescription drug and emergency 
coverage—functionally destroying protections 
for Americans with pre-existing conditions. 

4. A Crushing Age Tax—TrumpCare forces 
Americans aged 50–64 to pay premiums five 
times higher than what others pay for health 
coverage, no matter how healthy they are. 

5. Steals from Medicare—TrumpCare short-
ens the life of the Medicare Trust Fund and 
ransacks funds that seniors depend on to get 
the long-term care they need. 

Republicans’ bill would increase costs and 
cut coverage for millions of Americans, while 
leaving coverage for Members of Congress 
untouched. And as bad as TrumpCare was al-
ready, in the middle of the night Republicans 
made it even worse. 

TrumpCare would make being a woman a 
pre-existing condition again. Stripping guaran-
teed maternity care is a pregnancy tax, pure 
and simple. Under Trumpcare, Americans will 
be forced to pay extra for hospital coverage; 
prescription drug coverage; rehab, pregnancy, 
maternity, newborn and pediatric care. When 
Republicans eradicate essential health bene-
fits, they are destroying the protections for 
Americans with pre-existing conditions—no 
matter if they are covered through the market-
place or their employer. 

If Republicans have their way, families, sen-
iors, vulnerable children, Americans with dis-
abilities, people struggling to overcome addic-
tion and the sick will lose their health care. 
Rural hospitals will be closed and nearly 2 mil-
lion jobs will be destroyed across America. 
Millions of veterans will lose access to tax 
credits for health care. All of this to give an-
other massive tax for the richest in America. 

TrumpCare is a billionaire’s tax cut dis-
guised as a health care bill. It is Robin Hood 
in reverse—one of the largest transfers of 
wealth from working families to the rich in our 
history. We honor the vision of our founders, 
who risked everything to advance the right to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; a 
healthier life, and the liberty to pursue your 
happiness. 

Today, as we fight to preserve affordable 
health care as the right of every American, not 
a privilege for the few, we fight for children like 
Zoe Madison Lihn. Zoe was born with a con-
genital heart defect in May 2010. She faced 
her first—of three heart surgeries—at 15 hours 
old. By six months old, Zoe was halfway to the 
lifetime limit her insurer placed on her care. 
She faced a grim future; not only using up her 
lifetime limit by pre-school, but carrying a pre- 
existing condition that will require attention 
and care for the rest of her life. Thanks to the 
Affordable Care Act, Zoe is protected. But 
TrumpCare puts her future in danger—higher 
costs, less care. 

I began with Dr. Martin Luther King, and I 
will end with Pope Francis, who spoke of Dr. 

King in his speech to Congress. As Pope 
Francis said: ‘‘Health is not a consumer good 
but a universal right, so access to health serv-
ices cannot be a privilege.’’ Our responsibility 
to the sick and the hurt is biblical. It is funda-
mental to who we are. Today, let us declare 
once again that affordable health care must be 
the right of every American—not the privilege 
of the few. For the sake of our values, to 
honor our responsibilities, to protect the health 
of the American people, I urged my colleagues 
to vote no on this moral monstrosity—the 
TrumpCare bill. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 28, 2017 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MARCH 29 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
To hold hearings to examine Russian in-

fluence and unconventional warfare op-
erations in the ‘‘Grey Zone’’, focusing 
on lessons from Ukraine. 

SR–222 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine closing the 

skills gap and boosting United States 
competitiveness. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine cleaning up 

our nation’s Cold War legacy sites. 
SD–406 

10:15 a.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, 

Transnational Crime, Civilian Secu-
rity, Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Global Women’s Issues 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States-Mexico relationship, focusing 
on advancing security and prosperity 
on both sides of the border. 

SD–419 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine a review of 
the defense health program and mili-
tary medicine funding. 

SD–192 

12 noon 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

To receive a closed briefing on certain 
intelligence matters. 

SH–219 

2:15 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
To hold hearings to examine on the 

health of the Department of Defense 
industrial base, and its role in pro-
viding readiness to the warfighter. 

SR–232A 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on East Asia, the Pacific, 

and International Cybersecurity Policy 
To hold hearings to examine American 

leadership in the Asia-Pacific, focusing 
on security issues. 

SD–419 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Oper-

ations, and Related Programs 
To hold hearings to examine civil society 

perspectives on Russia. 
SD–192 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Jeffrey A. Rosen, of Virginia, to 
be Deputy Secretary of Transportation. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Subcommittee on Federal Spending Over-

sight and Emergency Management 
To hold hearings to examine the effect of 

borrowing on Federal spending. 
SD–342 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
Business meeting to consider S. 304, to 

amend the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act to allow the Indian Health 
Service to cover the cost of a copay-
ment of an Indian or Alaska Native 
veteran receiving medical care or serv-
ices from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, S. 343, to repeal certain obso-
lete laws relating to Indians, S. 381, to 
repeal the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to con-
fer jurisdiction on the State of Iowa 
over offenses committed by or against 
Indians on the Sac and Fox Indian Res-
ervation’’, S. 607, to establish a busi-
ness incubators program within the De-
partment of the Interior to promote 
economic development in Indian res-
ervation communities, and S. 669, to 
authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to assess sanitation and safety condi-
tions at Bureau of Indian Affairs facili-
ties that were constructed to provide 
affected Columbia River Treaty tribes 
access to traditional fishing grounds 
and expend funds on construction of fa-
cilities and structures to improve those 
conditions; to be immediately followed 
by an oversight hearing to examine na-
tive youth, focusing on promoting dia-
betes prevention through healthy liv-
ing. 

SD–628 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine the arc of 
Alzheimer’s, focusing on preventing 
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cognitive decline in Americans to as-
suring quality care for those living 
with the disease. 

SD–106 

3 p.m. 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
To hold hearings to examine how small 

businesses confront and shape regula-
tions. 

SR–428A 

3:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Airland 

To hold hearings to examine Air Force 
modernization. 

SR–222 

MARCH 30 

Time to be announced 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nation of R. Alexander Acosta, of Flor-
ida, to be Secretary of Labor. 

SD–430 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Heather Wilson, of South Da-
kota, to be Secretary of the Air Force, 
Department of Defense. 

SD–G50 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Business meeting to consider pending 

calendar business and subcommittee 
assignments. 

SD–366 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States interests, values, and the Amer-
ican people. 

SD–419 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

To hold hearings to examine 
disinformation, focusing on a primer in 
Russian active measures and influence 
campaigns. 

SD–106 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the poten-

tial for infrastructure improvements to 
create jobs and reduce the cost of liv-
ing through all-of-the-above energy 
and mineral production in Alaska. 

SD–366 

APRIL 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Neil M. Gorsuch, of Colo-
rado, to be an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
and Rod J. Rosenstein, of Maryland, to 
be Deputy Attorney General, and Ra-
chel L. Brand, of Iowa, to be Associate 
Attorney General, both of the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

SH–216 

APRIL 4 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine fencing 

along the southwest border. 
SD–342 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine efforts to 

protect U.S. energy delivery systems 
from cybersecurity threats. 

SD–366 

APRIL 5 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine improving 

border security and public safety. 
SD–342 

2 p.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health 

Policy 
To hold hearings to examine a progress 

report on conflict minerals. 
SD–419 

APRIL 6 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Southern Command and United 
States Northern Command. 

SD–G50 
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