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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DENHAM). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 27, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JEFF 
DENHAM to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska) at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Gracious God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

In this moment of prayer, please 
grant to the Members of this people’s 
House Your grace. Endow them with 
the gifts of wisdom and discernment, 
that in their words and actions they 
will do justice, love with mercy, and 
walk humbly with You. 

In so many places in our world, there 
are people living with unrest and un-
certainty, most especially in Syria and 
South Sudan. In our own country, 
there is great concern about the future 
of health care among our citizens. 
Bring comfort to all who live in fear of 
their lives and welfare into the future, 
and empower those who have the ac-
cess and ability to be of meaningful as-
sistance. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. MESSER) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. MESSER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

NORTH KOREAN NUCLEAR THREAT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the bizarre totalitarian re-

gime in North Korea continues to 
threaten American families and our 
South Korean allies by testing nuclear 
capabilities and intermediate- to long- 
range missiles. I am grateful that, this 
week, the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee will consider H. Res. 92, a reso-
lution I introduced in February, con-
demning North Korea for their recent 
missile testing and calling for addi-
tional sanctions. 

The committee will also consider 
H.R. 479, designating North Korea as a 
state sponsor of terrorism, and H.R. 
1644, to enhance sanctions with respect 
to companies and individuals doing 
business and enabling the regime in 
North Korea. 

I appreciate the leadership of Chair-
man ED ROYCE and Ranking Member 
ELIOT ENGEL of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee as we address the 
threat posed by North Korea, where its 
dictatorship has reduced its citizens to 
starvation. 

Additionally, congratulations to the 
University of South Carolina men’s 
basketball team and Head Coach Frank 
Martin on their victory at the Elite 
Eight last night in New York. I look 
forward to joining the rest of Game-
cock Nation and cheering the Game-
cocks in their first-ever Final Four 
participation on Saturday. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

OBAMACARE IS NOT OKAY 

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, Hoosiers 
don’t like ObamaCare, and they have 
worked hard for 6 years to stop it: 
electing a Republican House majority, 
a Republican Senate majority, and, 
eventually, President Trump, all on 
the promise to repeal and replace this 
failed law. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2448 March 27, 2017 
That is what has made last week’s 

failure to vote in the House so dis-
heartening. It is inside baseball, poli-
tics as usual, and it is not okay. 

It is not okay to the millions of fami-
lies facing soaring premiums and worse 
health care under ObamaCare, and it 
shouldn’t be okay to any of us. We can-
not walk away now without even a vote 
with so much at stake. 

This debate has gotten really com-
plicated, but to me, it is really simple. 
We need to do what we said we would 
do: keep our promise to the American 
people, and repeal this failed law with 
something better. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1701 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee) at 
5 o’clock and 1 minute p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

REQUIRING THE ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY TO SUB-
MIT A REPORT REGARDING 
EMERGENCY OR DISASTER AS-
SISTANCE APPLICANTS AND 
GRANTEES 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1117) to require the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to submit a report re-
garding certain plans regarding assist-
ance to applicants and grantees during 
the response to an emergency or dis-
aster, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1117 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ACTION PLAN TO IMPROVE FIELD 

TRANSITION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) shall report to the Committee 

on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate regarding the plans the agency will 
undertake to provide the following: 

(1) Consistent guidance to applicants on 
FEMA disaster funding procedures during the 
response to an emergency or disaster. 

(2) Appropriate record maintenance and 
transfer of documents to new teams during staff 
transitions. 

(3) Accurate assistance to applicants and 
grantees to ease the administrative burden 
throughout the process of obtaining and moni-
toring assistance. 

(b) MAINTAINING RECORDS.—The report shall 
also include a plan for implementing operating 
procedures and document retention require-
ments to ensure the maintenance of appropriate 
records throughout the lifecycle of the emer-
gency or disaster. 

(c) NEW TECHNOLOGIES.—Finally, the report 
shall identify new technologies that further aid 
the disaster workforce in partnering with State, 
local, and tribal governments and private non-
profits in the wake of a disaster or emergency to 
educate, assist, and inform applicants on the 
status of their emergency or disaster assistance 
applications and projects. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1117, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I have seen firsthand in 

my district how disasters devastate 
communities and their citizens. In the 
aftermath of these disasters, while fac-
ing the devastation and the daunting 
task of recovery, many communities 
encounter even more challenges caused 
by FEMA, which has been sent there to 
help. 

I continue to hear from my col-
leagues in Congress about conflicting 
guidance received from FEMA officials, 
who constantly change on the ground. I 
have heard stories of lost documents, 
lengthy delays, and huge administra-
tive burdens placed on communities 
doing their best to recover from disas-
ters. And in the worst cases, the guid-
ance provided by FEMA results in the 
community losing disaster assistance. 

Unfortunately, in Missouri, they 
have faced many of these challenges 
following floods in August 2013. Con-
gresswoman HARTZLER has taken the 
lead to push FEMA to fix these issues 
by introducing this bill. I am proud 
that we are moving H.R. 1117. 

One of my focuses as chair of the sub-
committee is how we can make dis-
aster assistance programs more effec-
tive and efficient and ensure the wise 
investment of taxpayer dollars. H.R. 
1117 will certainly help us do that. 

This legislation helps communities 
struggling to recover from disasters by 
improving transparency, consistency, 
and communication with FEMA. It 
also requires FEMA to leverage tech-
nologies to ease the administrative 
burden on local governments for main-
taining documents, applying for assist-
ance, and providing information to 
FEMA to speed recovery. The House 
adopted similar language last year 
when it passed the FEMA Disaster As-
sistance Reform Act. 

Again, I commend the gentlewoman 
from Missouri for introducing this bill 
to ensure that those impacted by disas-
ters are receiving accurate, up-to-date 
information about their assistance and 
the status of recovery. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1117 to require the Administrator of 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to submit a report on how it 
will improve field staff transition. 

As the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has explained, there has been a good 
deal of confusion with high turnover, 
repetitive and lost paperwork, and in-
consistent guidance. 

FEMA has implemented several new 
technologies to manage its full-time 
employees, but they have not made 
similar efforts for field and temporary 
disaster response personnel. It is time 
for FEMA to do so. 

This bill requires FEMA to submit a 
report on how it plans to address the 
disaster workforce issues, their con-
tinuing inconsistent guidance, and 
keeping appropriate records. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER). 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask all of my colleagues for 
their support of H.R. 1117, the FEMA 
Relief Improvement Act, which will re-
quire the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, or FEMA, to refocus 
their efforts on the core of their mis-
sion, which is helping people recover 
from grave loss in the aftermath of a 
natural disaster. 

In August of 2013, as the chairman 
and the ranking member mentioned, 
the southern portion of my district ex-
perienced a major disaster involving 
heavy flooding which devastated infra-
structure, and it caused significant 
hardship for many of my constituents. 

Unfortunately, the Federal recovery 
efforts to this devastated region added 
insult to injury. Local officials dealt 
with multiple uncoordinated teams 
conducting duplicative site visits due 
to lost paperwork, inconsistent mes-
sages between various survey and eval-
uation teams, and unnecessarily long 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2449 March 27, 2017 
delays in recovery and reimbursement. 
Such a response to any disaster is un-
acceptable, and change is necessary. 

As I work with my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle, I have learned 
that these issues are not unique to cen-
tral Missouri. I have worked diligently 
with Chairman BARLETTA in crafting 
this bill to call attention to and to rec-
tify FEMA’s shortcomings. 

This legislation is designed to ad-
dress the deficiencies of the FEMA re-
sponse to the 2013 flooding in my dis-
trict to ensure future disaster recov-
eries in Missouri and elsewhere are as 
painless and efficient as possible. 

Specifically, this bill requires FEMA 
to create an action plan to address in-
consistent guidance, to establish ap-
propriate recordkeeping procedures, 
and to improve overall assistance to 
local officials. 

Additionally, this simple bill directs 
FEMA to issue a forward-looking re-
port to identify new technologies that 
could further aid the disaster work-
force in partnering with private non-
profits as well as State and local gov-
ernments in the wake of a disaster or 
an emergency. 

FEMA processes need to be stream-
lined and consistent in order to help 
those recovering from a disaster feel 
supported and assured relief will come 
in a timely, efficient manner. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to bring the certainty and 
the assurances of quick relief to all of 
our constituents because they deserve 
the best. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in support of H.R. 1117, the FEMA 
Relief Improvement Act, which passed 
by voice vote out of the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee in Feb-
ruary. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Chairmen SHUSTER and BARLETTA and 
Ranking Members DEFAZIO and JOHN-
SON, as well as their staffs, for working 
with me in this bipartisan, common-
sense effort to make the people get the 
help and assistance they so desperately 
need in times of crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 1117. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 
1117. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1117, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

DISASTER SIMPLIFIED ASSIST-
ANCE VALUE ENHANCEMENT 
ACT 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1214) to require the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to conduct a program 
to use simplified procedures to issue 
public assistance for certain projects 
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1214 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Disaster 
Simplified Assistance Value Enhancement 
Act’’ or the ‘‘Disaster SAVE Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SIMPLIFIED PROCEDURE PROGRAM. 

(a) THRESHOLD.—The Administrator of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
shall immediately establish the threshold for 
eligibility pursuant to section 422(b)(2) of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5189(b)(2)) at 
$500,000. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than May 1, 2021, 
the Administrator shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate a report con-
taining the results of a comprehensive re-
view of the program conducted under section 
422 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5189), as modified by this section, to include 
an assessment of cost-effectiveness, speed of 
recovery, capacity of the grantees, past per-
formance, and accountability measures. 

(c) SUNSET.—This Act shall expire on Sep-
tember 30, 2021. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1214, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, the purpose of H.R. 1214, 

the Disaster SAVE Act, is to speed up 
small disaster reconstruction projects 
and lower their costs by removing red 
tape. 

One of my biggest priorities since be-
coming chairman of the subcommittee 
has been reducing disaster costs and 
losses and reducing disaster risks. I 
was mayor for 11 years, and I saw so 
many friends’ and neighbors’ busi-
nesses and communities impacted by 
disasters. 

One of the things I hear most often 
from my colleagues in Congress is frus-
tration about inconsistent guidance 
from FEMA and funding take backs, 
even when there is no evidence of mis-
use. If you have ever had a big disaster 
in your district, you know exactly 
what I am talking about. 

In my district, FEMA reversed its 
prior approval and has been fighting 
for years with the local government 
over whether or not they should have 
paved a temporary access road that 
was built after a major flood. The cost 
of the gravel road was $230,000. The 
extra cost to pave it, which the com-
munity covered with its own funds, was 
about $50,000. 

The amount of money FEMA has 
wasted in salaries, administration, and 
legal fees trying to take back the 
$230,000 likely exceeds the entire 
project cost. This is red tape out of 
control, and it doesn’t serve the tax-
payers well. We know there is a better 
way to manage these projects. 

Under current law, FEMA runs 
projects under $130,000 in a manner 
similar to an insurance settlement. 
FEMA reviews the damage, makes a 
cost estimate, and issues a repair 
grant. The local government is respon-
sible for managing the grant on time 
and on budget. 

In exchange, they have greater flexi-
bility in how they bill back, and they 
can enhance a project with their own 
funds. This approach dramatically cuts 
administrative costs, rebuilds infra-
structure faster, eliminates the cost 
overruns for Federal taxpayers, and 
gives local governments the flexibility 
to rebuild in a way that best meets 
their needs. 

The success of FEMA’s small project 
program is well proven thanks to the 
prior efforts of the Transportation 
Committee. The former chairman of 
the subcommittee, from California, 
worked diligently to give FEMA the 
flexibility to administratively increase 
the small project threshold, which fi-
nally passed as part of the Hurricane 
Sandy supplemental package. 

H.R. 2114, the Disaster SAVE Act, 
will raise the current project cap for 
this program from $130,000 to $500,000 
and help all of our constituents avoid 
the project nightmare my district is 
experiencing right now. This will speed 
up rebuilding efforts and reduce dis-
aster recovery costs. 

b 1715 

The vast majority of FEMA’s rebuild-
ing projects are less than $500,000, but 
FEMA continues to micromanage the 
administration of these projects at a 
tremendous cost in time and money. 
FEMA testified in 2015 that increasing 
this threshold would result in lower ad-
ministrative costs, faster project com-
pletions, and fewer deobligations. 

After 4 years, the program will sun-
set and Congress will decide, based on 
outcomes, lessons learned, and stake-
holder input, if the program should 
continue or not. The House adopted 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2450 March 27, 2017 
similar language last year when it 
passed the FEMA Disaster Assistance 
Reform Act. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

FEMA provides public assistance 
funds after a disaster or emergency to 
State, tribal, and local governments 
and some private nonprofits. These 
funds reimburse communities and 
other entities for activities such as de-
bris removal costs, emergency protec-
tive measures, and the repair or re-
placement of disaster-damaged facili-
ties. 

Currently, for projects under—how-
ever they chose that number—$122,100— 
I am surprised they didn’t add on 10 
cents—reimburses grantees based on 
cost estimates rather than actual 
costs. This bill would require FEMA to 
increase this threshold to $500,000. This 
would be temporary authority, expir-
ing on September 30, 2021. We would re-
quire that this be closely tracked. 
There is a strong indication that this 
will actually expedite reimbursement, 
ultimately save funds, and will not 
subject these projects to abuse. 

I am hopeful that my colleagues will 
support this legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, again, 
I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
H.R. 1214, as amended, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1214, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST EARTH-
QUAKE PREPAREDNESS ACT OF 
2017 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 654) to direct the Administrator 
of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to carry out a plan for the pur-
chase and installation of an earth-
quake early warning system for the 
Cascadia Subduction Zone, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 654 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; DEFINITION. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Pacific Northwest Earthquake Prepared-
ness Act of 2017’’. 

(b) CASCADIA SUBDUCTION ZONE DEFINED.—In 
this Act, the term ‘‘Cascadia Subduction Zone’’ 
means the landward-dipping fault that is ap-

proximately 684 miles long, separates the Juan 
de Fuca and North America plates, and 
stretches along a portion of the western coast of 
the United States beginning off Cape 
Mendocino, California, along the State of Or-
egon, the State of Washington, to Northern 
Vancouver Island, British Columbia. 
SEC. 2. EARTHQUAKE EARLY WARNING SYSTEM 

FOR CASCADIA SUBDUCTION ZONE. 
(a) PLAN FOR PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION.— 
(1) DEVELOPMENT AND FUNDING.—The Admin-

istrator of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency shall— 

(A) develop a plan for the purchase and in-
stallation of an earthquake early warning sys-
tem for the Cascadia Subduction Zone; and 

(B) identify the funds necessary for implemen-
tation of the plan. 

(2) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
90 days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a copy of the 
plan. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress a report that summarizes 
the actions taken to implement the plan. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-
lowing definitions apply: 

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.— 
The term ‘‘appropriate committees of Congress’’ 
means the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate. 

(2) EARTHQUAKE EARLY WARNING SYSTEM.— 
The term ‘‘earthquake early warning system’’ 
includes— 

(A) improvements to regional and geodetic 
networks that support building a capability for 
an earthquake early warning system; and 

(B) seismometers, Global Positioning System 
receivers, and associated infrastructure. 
SEC. 3. EARTHQUAKE AND TSUNAMI TASK FORCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall estab-
lish an Earthquake and Tsunami Task Force for 
the purpose of developing a comprehensive 
strategy and recommendations on how the Na-
tion should prepare and plan for, mitigate 
against, respond to, recover from, and more suc-
cessfully adapt to a covered event in the 
Cascadia Subduction Zone. 

(b) TASK FORCE.— 
(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The membership of the 

Task Force shall include a cross section of sub-
ject matter experts representing the following: 

(A) Relevant Federal agencies. 
(B) The States of Oregon, Washington, and 

California. 
(C) Indian tribes, local governments, and pri-

vate sector representatives that may be impacted 
by a covered event in the Cascadia Subduction 
Zone. 

(D) Universities, academia, and research insti-
tutions with expertise in topics relevant to the 
work of the Task Force. 

(2) CHAIRPERSON.—The Administrator (or the 
Administrator’s designee) shall serve as the 
chairperson of the Task Force. 

(3) DETAILED EMPLOYEES.—Members of the 
Task Force may detail employees to assist the 
Administrator (or the Administrator’s designee) 
in fulfilling the responsibilities of the Task 
Force. 

(c) COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY.— 
(1) STRATEGY.—The comprehensive strategy to 

be developed under subsection (a) shall include 
the following: 

(A) A description of how Federal agencies will 
coordinate to develop the ability to prepare and 
plan for, mitigate against, respond to, recover 
from, and more successfully adapt to the im-
pacts of a covered event in the Cascadia 
Subduction Zone. 

(B) A strategy to ensure collaboration between 
the Department of Transportation, the Depart-

ment of Energy, the Coast Guard, the Corps of 
Engineers, and other Federal agencies, as ap-
propriate, for purposes of— 

(i) completing a needs assessment of Federal 
facilities in need of hardening for a covered 
event; and 

(ii) developing a strategic plan to mitigate and 
retrofit Federal, State, tribal, and local critical 
assets for freight, energy, and transit purposes 
to withstand a covered event and to help save 
lives during and immediately after a covered 
event. 

(C) A strategy— 
(i) to assist State, tribal, and local govern-

ments in developing and implementing a coordi-
nated and comprehensive plan to prioritize Fed-
eral, State, tribal, local, and private investments 
and activities to develop the ability to prepare 
and plan for, mitigate against, respond to, re-
cover from, and more successfully adapt to the 
impacts of a covered event in the Cascadia 
Subduction Zone; and 

(ii) to link any existing statewide mitigation 
plan with such a coordinated and comprehen-
sive plan. 

(D) With respect to the strategy described in 
subparagraph (C), an examination of the feasi-
bility of the public sector, the private sector, 
and individuals to acquire earthquake insur-
ance. 

(E) An identification of funding opportunities 
to implement the comprehensive strategy and 
any recommendations made by the Task Force, 
including— 

(i) existing funding opportunities across Fed-
eral agencies and other sources; and 

(ii) potential new funding opportunities. 
(F) An identification of barriers to obtaining 

funding for the implementation of the com-
prehensive strategy and recommendations on 
how to remove the barriers. 

(G) A strategy for appropriate Federal agen-
cies to collaborate with and assist State, tribal, 
and local governments in developing rec-
ommendations for cost-effective mitigation alter-
natives for aging State, tribal, and locally 
owned critical infrastructure. 

(H) A strategy for assisting State, tribal, and 
local governments in developing a recovery plan 
prior to a covered event in the Cascadia 
Subduction Zone that addresses how State, trib-
al, and local governments may want to rebuild 
after the event. 

(I) An identification of the steps taken to date 
to develop an onshore and offshore earthquake 
early warning system and a description of the 
purpose and scope of such a system. 

(J) An evaluation of the types of offshore 
earthquake early warning systems and rec-
ommendations and a cost estimate for an earth-
quake early warning system appropriate for the 
Cascadia Subduction Zone. 

(K) Recommendations on how an earthquake 
early warning system should operate, including 
whether and how the system should interface 
with the private sector. 

(L) A description of appropriate roles and re-
sponsibilities for Federal, State, local, and tribal 
governments, including who should operate and 
maintain an earthquake early warning system, 
the cost of the system, and possible funding 
sources for the system. 

(M) A plan on how to integrate an earthquake 
early warning system into existing and new 
public alert warning systems and technologies, 
including mobile systems. 

(2) USE OF EXISTING PLANS.—In developing the 
comprehensive strategy, the Task Force may use 
existing plans, studies, and other resources. 

(d) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The recommenda-
tions to be developed by the Task Force under 
subsection (a) shall include recommendations 
on— 

(1) potential administrative or legislative 
changes required to implement the comprehen-
sive strategy; 

(2) the funding required to implement the com-
prehensive strategy and the recommendations; 
and 
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(3) the order of priority for implementation of 

the comprehensive strategy. 
(e) NATIONAL ACADEMIES.— 
(1) COLLABORATION.—The Task Force shall 

work simultaneously and collaboratively with 
the National Academies. 

(2) AGREEMENT.—The Task Force shall enter 
into an agreement with the National Academies 
under which the National Academies shall de-
velop recommendations for a Federal research 
strategy to advance scientific understanding of 
a Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake and re-
sulting tsunami preparedness, including the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Geologic conditions, ground motions, and 
tsunami hazards. 

(B) Implications of an effective automated 
early warning system. 

(C) Effects of mega-earthquake and tsunami 
events on the built and natural environment. 

(D) Social and behavioral factors for effective 
disaster preparedness and response. 

(E) Cost-effective mitigation alternatives for 
legacy and aging infrastructure. 

(F) Strategic planning for freight, energy, and 
transit network robustness. 

(G) Tools that help communities invest their 
resources for the greatest benefit. 

(H) Any other topics identified as necessary 
by the Task Force or the National Academies. 

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of the 
Senate a report of the Task Force that includes 
the following: 

(1) The comprehensive strategy to be devel-
oped under subsection (a). 

(2) The recommendations to be developed 
under subsections (a), (d), and (e). 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the fol-
lowing definitions apply: 

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’ means the Administrator of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 

(2) COVERED EVENT.—The term ‘‘covered 
event’’ means an earthquake, tsunami, or com-
bined earthquake and tsunami event. 

(3) TASK FORCE.—The term ‘‘Task Force’’ 
means the Federal interagency task force to be 
established under subsection (a). 
SEC. 4. NATIONAL PREPARATION AND RESPONSE 

EFFORTS RELATING TO EARTH-
QUAKES AND TSUNAMIS. 

The Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency shall be responsible for the 
Nation’s efforts to reduce the loss of life and 
property, and to protect the Nation, from an 
earthquake, tsunami, or combined earthquake 
and tsunami event by developing the ability to 
prepare and plan for, mitigate against, respond 
to, recover from, and more successfully adapt to 
such an event. 
SEC. 5. ADDITIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION ACTIVI-

TIES. 
Section 404 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 

Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5170c) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(f) USE OF ASSISTANCE.—Recipients of haz-
ard mitigation assistance provided under this 
section and section 203 may use the assistance to 
conduct activities to help reduce the risk of fu-
ture damage, hardship, loss, or suffering in any 
area affected by earthquake hazards, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(1) improvements to regional seismic net-
works in support of building a capability for 
earthquake early warning; 

‘‘(2) improvements to geodetic networks in 
support of building a capability for earthquake 
early warning; and 

‘‘(3) improvements to seismometers, Global Po-
sitioning System receivers, and associated infra-
structure in support of building a capability for 
earthquake early warning.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 654, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
We know earthquakes pose one of the 

greatest natural hazards here in the 
United States. They strike without 
warning and result in potentially cata-
strophic casualties and damage to 
buildings and infrastructure. 

The Pacific Northwest is at risk of 
severe earthquakes, tsunamis, and vol-
canic eruptions. According to the ex-
perts, a massive earthquake is coming 
to the area. We just don’t know when. 
Six years ago this month, a 9.0 earth-
quake in Japan created a tsunami that 
killed over 15,000 people and caused a 
nuclear disaster. 

Earthquakes cannot be prevented, 
but their impacts on life, property, and 
the economy can be managed. FEMA is 
responsible for coordinating the Fed-
eral response to a catastrophic earth-
quake, and has been diligently working 
to help States plan and prepare for an 
earthquake. Good planning and pre-
paredness can save lives and property. 

H.R. 654, the Pacific Northwest 
Earthquake Preparedness Act of 2017, 
directs FEMA to plan the development 
of an earthquake early warning system 
for the Cascadia Subduction Zone. The 
bill also directs the President to estab-
lish an earthquake and tsunami task 
force to develop a comprehensive strat-
egy and recommendations on how to 
prepare and plan for seismic events. 

I want to commend the ranking 
member for his leadership on this crit-
ical national issue. He has been an ad-
vocate for his State and the Pacific 
Northwest, supporting preparedness 
and mitigation efforts and the develop-
ment of a public West Coast earth-
quake early warning system. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, March 27, 2017. 
Hon. BILL SHUSTER, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 654, the ‘‘Pacific Northwest 
Earthquake Preparedness Act of 2017,’’ which 
was reported by your Committee on March 9, 
2017. 

H.R. 654 contains provisions within the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-

nology’s Rule X jurisdiction. In order to ex-
pedite this bill for floor consideration, the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology will forego action on the bill. This is 
being done on the basis of our mutual under-
standing that doing so will in no way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology 
with respect to the appointment of con-
ferees, or to any future jurisdictional claim 
over the subject matters contained in the 
bill or similar legislation. 

I would request that, in any final version 
of the legislation, the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology be included as a re-
cipient of the reports called for in Sections 2 
and 3 of the bill. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter confirming this understanding, and 
would request that you include a copy of this 
letter and your response in the Congres-
sional Record during the floor consideration 
of this bill. Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
LAMAR SMITH, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, March 27, 2017. 
Hon. LAMAR SMITH, 
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and 

Technology, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN SMITH: Thank you for your 

letter regarding H.R. 654, the Pacific North-
west Earthquake Preparedness Act of 2017. I 
appreciate your willingness to expedite con-
sideration of this legislation before the 
House of Representatives, and accordingly, 
understand that the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology will not seek to liti-
gate its claim of jurisdictional interest in 
this bill. 

The Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure concurs with the mutual under-
standing that by foregoing the litigation of 
its claim of jurisdictional interest in the bill 
at this time, the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology does not waive any 
claim to jurisdiction over the subject matter 
contained in this bill or similar legislation 
in the future. In addition, should a con-
ference on this bill become necessary, I 
would work with the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology to litigate its juris-
dictional claim and, if such a claim is estab-
lished by the Parliamentarians, support your 
request to be represented on the conference 
committee. 

I will insert copies of this exchange in the 
Congressional Record during consideration 
on the House floor. I look forward to work-
ing with the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology as the bill moves through 
the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
BILL SHUSTER, 

Chairman. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I thank the chairman for his kind 
words for the work I have been doing 
for a number of years on this issue. 

I traveled with the committee last 
year to Japan to see what lessons they 
learned from the horrible earthquake 6 
years ago, in which more than 15,000 
people perished. They did have in place 
a land-based and near-ocean early 
warning system, which gave them 
enough time to shut down the high- 
speed trains, get people out of ele-
vators in buildings, shut down produc-
tion lines, mitigating economic losses 
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and property damage. But, unfortu-
nately, the system was not adequate to 
predict the height of the tsunami, and 
15,000 people died. 

They are now deploying a realtime 
deep ocean system. It is time for the 
United States to emulate that. The 
Cascadia Subduction Zone, off the 
coast of northern California and Or-
egon, has had at least a dozen massive 
earthquakes over the last 5,000 years. 
It is currently well overdue for an 
earthquake. If we had in place a deep 
ocean system near the southern end of 
that fault where they expect the major 
quake will start, it would give enough 
warning time for people on the coast of 
Oregon, and at least those a little fur-
ther up the coast, to seek higher 
ground and not be inundated. It would 
provide more time in the valleys, and 
up in Portland and up in Seattle for 
transit systems to be shut down and 
people to take shelter. So this could 
save many lives. 

This bill directs FEMA to develop a 
plan to identify the necessary funds 
and the potential costs to purchase the 
equipment for an earthquake early 
warning system. It is basically off-the- 
shelf technology. 

It requires the President to establish 
an earthquake and tsunami task force. 
The task force will consist of rep-
resentatives from potentially impacted 
areas, as well as earthquake and tsu-
nami experts to develop comprehensive 
strategy recommendations on how the 
Nation should prepare for, mitigate 
against, respond to, recover from, and 
adapt to an earthquake, tsunami, or 
combined event in the Cascadia 
Subduction Zone. 

I strongly recommend this bill to my 
colleagues. We should learn from the 
disaster in Japan and take action here 
to save lives and property in the event 
of this quake in the Cascadia 
Subduction Zone. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, again, 
I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
H.R. 654, as amended, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 654, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-

nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVS, 
Washington, DC, March 27, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
March 27, 2017, at 2:41 p.m.: 

Appointments: 
Board of Visitors of the U.S. Naval Acad-

emy. 
National Commission on Military, Na-

tional, and Public Service. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 24 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1430, HONEST AND OPEN 
NEW EPA SCIENCE TREATMENT 
ACT OF 2017 

Ms. CHENEY, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 115–60) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 229) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 1430) to prohibit the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency from 
proposing, finalizing, or disseminating 
regulations or assessments based upon 
science that is not transparent or re-
producible, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
S.J. RES. 34, PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL 
OF A RULE SUBMITTED BY THE 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

Ms. CHENEY, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 115–61) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 230) providing for consideration of 
the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 34) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion relating to ‘‘Protecting the Pri-
vacy of Customers of Broadband and 
Other Telecommunications Services’’, 

which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 1117, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 654, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

REQUIRING THE ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY TO SUB-
MIT A REPORT REGARDING 
EMERGENCY OR DISASTER AS-
SISTANCE APPLICANTS AND 
GRANTEES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1117) to require the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to submit a report re-
garding certain plans regarding assist-
ance to applicants and grantees during 
the response to an emergency or dis-
aster, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 408, nays 0, 
not voting 21, as follows: 

[Roll No. 195] 

YEAS—408 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 

Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 

Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:25 Mar 28, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K27MR7.013 H27MRPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2453 March 27, 2017 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Esty 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 

Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 

Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Sinema 
Sires 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 

Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 

Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 

Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—21 

Aderholt 
Barton 
Bilirakis 
Buchanan 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Duncan (SC) 
Grijalva 

Gutiérrez 
Holding 
Huffman 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Marino 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 

Rush 
Simpson 
Slaughter 
Titus 
Visclosky 
Yoder 

b 1853 

Messrs. ESPAILLAT and MCHENRY 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to 
give notice of my intent to raise a 
question of the privileges of the House. 

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives that the President 
shall immediately disclose his tax re-
turn information to Congress and the 
American people. 

Whereas, the Emoluments Clause was 
included in the U.S. Constitution for 
the express purpose of preventing fed-
eral officials from accepting any 
‘‘present, Emolument, Office, or Title 
. . . from any King, Prince, or foreign 
State’’; 

Whereas, in Federalist No. 22 (Alex-
ander Hamilton) it is said, ‘‘One of the 
weak sides of republics, among their 
numerous advantages, is that they af-
ford too easy an inlet to foreign cor-
ruption,’’ and; 

Whereas, the delegates to the Con-
stitutional Convention specifically de-
signed the Emoluments Clause as an 
antidote to potentially corrupting for-
eign practices of a kind that the Fram-
ers had observed during the period of 
the Confederation, and; 

Whereas, Article 1, section 9, clause 8 
of the Constitution states: ‘‘no person 
holding any office of profit or trust . . . 
shall, without the consent of the Con-
gress, accept of any present, Emolu-
ment, Office, or Title of any kind what-
ever, from any King, Prince, or foreign 
State’’, and; 

Whereas, in 2009, the Office of Legal 
Counsel clarified that corporations 
owned or controlled by foreign govern-
ments presumptively qualify as foreign 
States under the foreign Emoluments 
Clause, and; 

Whereas, the word ‘‘emoluments’’ 
means profit, salary, fees, or compensa-
tion which would include direct pay-
ment, as well as other benefits, includ-

ing extension of credit, forgiveness of 
debt, or the granting of rights of pecu-
niary value, and; 

Whereas, according to The New York-
er, in 2012, The Trump Organization en-
tered into a deal with Ziya Mammadov 
to build the Trump Tower Baku in the 
notoriously corrupt country Azerbaijan 
in possible violation of the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act and, by profiting 
from business with the Mammadov 
family, due to their financial entangle-
ments with the Iran Revolutionary 
Guard may have also violated the 
Emoluments Clause if income from 
this project continues to flow to The 
Trump Organization, and; 

Whereas, The Trump Organization 
has deals in Turkey, admitted by the 
President himself during a 2015 
Brietbart interview, and when the 
President announced his travel ban, 
Turkey’s President called for President 
Trump’s name to be removed from 
Trump Towers Istanbul, according to 
The Wall Street Journal, and President 
Trump’s company is currently involved 
in major licensing deals for that prop-
erty which may implicate the Emolu-
ments Clause, and; 

Whereas, shortly after election, the 
President met with the former U.K. 
Independence Party leader, Nigel 
Farage, to get help to stop obstruc-
tions of the view from one of his golf 
resorts in Scotland, and according to 
The New York Times, both of the re-
sorts he owns there are promoted by 
Scotland’s official tourism agency, a 
benefit that may violate the Emolu-
ments Clause, and; 

Whereas, at Trump Tower in New 
York, the Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China is a large tenant, ac-
cording to Bloomberg; the United Arab 
Emirates leases space, according to the 
Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Author-
ity; and the Saudi Mission to the U.N. 
makes annual payments, according to 
the New York Daily News, and money 
from these foreign countries goes to 
the President, and; 

Whereas, according to NPR, in Feb-
ruary China gave provisional approval 
for 38 new trademarks for The Trump 
Organization, which have been sought 
for a decade to no avail, until Presi-
dent Trump won the election. This is a 
benefit the Chinese Government gave 
to the President’s businesses in pos-
sible violation of the Emoluments 
Clause, and; 

Whereas, the President is part owner 
of a New York building carrying a $950 
million loan, partially held by the 
Bank of China, according to The New 
York Times, when owing the Govern-
ment of China by the extension of 
loans and credits by a foreign State to 
an officer of the United States would 
violate the Emoluments Clause, and; 

Whereas, NPR reported that the Em-
bassy of Kuwait held its 600 guest Na-
tional Day celebration at Trump Hotel 
in Washington, D.C., last month, pro-
ceeds to Trump, and; 

Whereas, according to The Wash-
ington Post, the Trump International 
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Hotel in Washington, D.C., has hired a 
‘‘director of diplomatic sales’’ to gen-
erate high-priced business among for-
eign leaders and diplomatic delega-
tions, and; 

Whereas, according to his 2016 can-
didate filing with the Federal Election 
Commission, the President has 564 fi-
nancial positions in companies located 
in the United States and around the 
world, and; 

Whereas, against the advice of ethics 
attorneys and the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics, the President has refused 
to divest his ownership stake in his 
businesses, and; 

Whereas, the Director of the non-
partisan Office of Government Ethics 
said that the President’s plan to trans-
fer his business holdings to a trust 
managed by family members is ‘‘mean-
ingless’’ and ‘‘does not meet the stand-
ards that . . . every President in the 
past four decades has met’’, and; 

Whereas, in the United States’ sys-
tem of checks and balances, Congress 
has a responsibility to hold the execu-
tive branch of government to the high-
est standard of transparency to ensure 
the public interest is placed first and 
the Constitution is adhered to, and; 

Whereas, the House Judiciary Com-
mittee has the first responsibility 
among the committees of the House to 
see that elements of our Constitution 
are adhered to and, in furtherance of 
that responsibility, Judiciary Com-
mittee members have historically uti-
lized fact-finding and research prior to 
formal hearings, and; 

Whereas, tax returns provide an im-
portant baseline disclosure because 
they contain highly instructive infor-
mation including whether the filer paid 
taxes, what they own, what they have 
borrowed and from whom, whether 
they have made any charitable dona-
tions, and whether they have taken ad-
vantage of tax loopholes and that such 
information would be material to 
members of the Judiciary Committee 
as research is undertaken on whether 
President Trump is in violation of the 
Emoluments Clause of the Constitu-
tion, and; 

Whereas, disclosure of the Presi-
dent’s tax returns would be an effective 
means for the President to provide evi-
dence either refuting or confirming 
claims of violations of the Emoluments 
Clause, and; 

Whereas, the President’s tax returns 
are likely to be essential as members 
of the Judiciary Committee work to re-
search potential violations of the 
Emoluments Clause, and; 

Whereas, the chairmen of the Ways 
and Means Committee, Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation, and Senate Fi-
nance Committee have the authority 
to request the President’s tax returns 
under section 6103 of the Tax Code, and 
this power is an essential tool in learn-
ing whether the President may be in 
violation of the Emoluments Clause, 
and; 

Whereas, questions involving con-
stitutional functions and the House’s 

constitutionally granted powers have 
been recognized as valid questions of 
the privileges of the House. 

Resolved, that the House of Rep-
resentatives shall: 

One, immediately request the tax re-
turn information of Donald J. Trump 
for tax years 2000 through 2015 for re-
view by Congress, as part of a deter-
mination as to whether the President 
is in violation of the Foreign Emolu-
ments Clause of the U.S. Constitution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
rule IX, a resolution offered from the 
floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as 
a question of the privileges of the 
House has immediate precedence only 
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution noticed by the gentle-
woman from California will appear in 
the RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at the time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution. 

f 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST EARTH-
QUAKE PREPAREDNESS ACT OF 
2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, 5-minute voting will con-
tinue. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-

finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 654) to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to carry out a plan for 
the purchase and installation of an 
earthquake early warning system for 
the Cascadia Subduction Zone, and for 
other purposes, as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 395, nays 11, 
not voting 23, as follows: 

[Roll No. 196] 

YEAS—395 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 

Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 

Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Carter (GA) 

Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Esty 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 

Grothman 
Guthrie 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 

McMorris 
Rodgers 

McNerney 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moore 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Sinema 
Sires 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
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Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Tonko 

Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NAYS—11 

Amash 
Gaetz 
Garrett 
Gosar 

Hunter 
Jones 
Massie 
McSally 

Meadows 
Sanford 
Yoho 

NOT VOTING—23 

Aderholt 
Buchanan 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Castro (TX) 
Duncan (SC) 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 

Holding 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Marino 
Rice (SC) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rush 

Ryan (OH) 
Simpson 
Slaughter 
Suozzi 
Titus 
Visclosky 
Wilson (FL) 
Yoder 

b 1913 

Mr. SANFORD changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF THE 
FOOD TRUST 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today as chairman 
of the Committee on Agriculture Sub-
committee on Nutrition to honor The 
Food Trust on celebrating 25 years of 
helping improve food security in Penn-
sylvania. 

The Food Trust is a nonprofit found-
ed in 1992 in Philadelphia that works to 
develop a stable food supply in under-
served communities, educate youth and 
family about healthy eating, and im-
prove the connection between urban 
communities and regional farmers. 

A number of Food Trust programs 
have become national models that have 
expanded beyond Philadelphia to other 
regions in need of healthy food access 
and nutrition education. The Food 
Trust provides nutrition education for 
youth and adults in Philadelphia and 
the wider region, serving more than 
70,000 lower-income individuals. 

It also increases access to nutritious 
food in underserved communities by 
operating a network of 22 farmers mar-
kets in lower-income city neighbor-
hoods, which accept SNAP benefits for 
the use of onsite wireless card readers. 

I commend The Food Trust for the 
fine work it does promoting food edu-
cation and to ensure that no one goes 
hungry in America. 

Congratulations on 25 years. 

f 

CALLING FOR INDEPENDENT COM-
MISSION TO INVESTIGATE AC-
TIVITIES OF THE KREMLIN 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, as revelations of Russian inter-
ference in our democracy continue to 
emerge, the need for a full and trans-
parent investigation by an independent 
commission could not be more clear. 
The reason is simple: We need badly to 
restore trust in our government. 

Though the House and Senate Intel-
ligence Committees have begun related 
inquiries, neither will have fully inves-
tigated the activities of the Kremlin or 
its agents. Not a single member of the 
administration has testified under oath 
about their contacts with Moscow. The 
inherent politicization of these com-
mittees has made it nearly impossible 
for any congressional body to render 
the nonpartisan, irrefutable answers 
the American people deserve. 

As a member of the House Oversight 
Committee, I echo Senator JOHN 
MCCAIN’s call that Congress ‘‘no longer 
has the credibility to handle this 
alone.’’ Now is the time for an inde-
pendent commission to fully inves-
tigate the ties between the Kremlin 
and the White House, along with Rus-
sia’s broader interference in our de-
mocracy. 

f 

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, 35 
years ago yesterday, ground was bro-
ken on the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial. Today, there are 58,272 names list-
ed on that memorial. We still have 
work to do. 

There are 1,615 names listed as MIA. 
As a Vietnam veteran, I want to call 
your attention to all of the men and 
women who served, the 2.7 million who 
served in Vietnam, a lot of whom are 
with us today, and a lot of those who 
will continue to celebrate the losses of 
our comrades. 

Please remember that we all served 
honorably at the request of our govern-
ment, and we will continue to serve as 
long as the cause is just. 

f 

CALLING FOR INDEPENDENT COM-
MISSION TO INVESTIGATE RUS-
SIAN ATTACKS ON OUR DEMOC-
RACY 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, over the 
weekend, courageous Russians took to 
the streets to protest the repressive 
Russian Government led by Vladimir 

Putin. All of our major newspapers re-
port the stories of these brave souls. 

Their protests were met by brutal 
tactics of Putin’s Russia, which bludg-
eons opposition, and, even worse, in the 
case of Denis Voronenkov, a former 
Russian member of parliament, who, 
on March 23, had spoken against Putin 
and Kremlin policies and was shot in 
broad daylight outside a hotel. 

Ukraine’s President Petro 
Poroshenko pointed the finger at Rus-
sian authorities, calling the assassina-
tion an act of state terrorism. Political 
assassinations are not new to Russia. 
Violent tactics are what we have come 
to expect from Putin’s Russia. 

As we follow the facts on the Trump 
administration’s ties to Russia, I urge 
my colleagues to think of the violence 
and assault on our democratic values 
that happen daily at the hands of 
Putin’s Russia. 

As we learned last week, this in-
cludes Russia’s attacks on our democ-
racy here at home. Congress must 
leave no stone unturned and get to the 
bottom of these shady connections 
through empowering an independent 
commission. 

America leads when it protects our 
basic values as the global champion for 
liberty and freedom throughout the 
world. 

f 

INF TREATY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, U.S. officials stated that Russia 
deployed a fully operational cruise 
missile. This is a violation of the arms 
control treaty between the United 
States and Russia. 

The Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty bans the U.S. and Russia 
from possessing, producing, or testing 
a ground-launched cruise missile with 
a range capability of 500 to 5,000 kilo-
meters. 

We have suspected Russia of vio-
lating the treaty in the past—for at 
least the last 10 years—but the last ad-
ministration didn’t pay much atten-
tion to it. He asked the State Depart-
ment to gently ask the Russians to 
please come back into compliance, but 
that did not work. So last year, in the 
NDAA bill, Representative MIKE ROG-
ERS and I sanctioned Russia for INF 
violations for the first time. 

Now we have introduced H.R. 1182, 
preparing the United States to develop 
its own missiles. It is not in the United 
States’ national security interest to 
abide by a treaty when we are the only 
ones abiding by it. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

ABOUT GOVERNANCE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the 
question we raise this evening is about 
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governance. In the debacle of last Fri-
day, when the administration failed to 
carry forward on its promise to pass 
the worst healthcare bill in the history 
of the United States, the administra-
tion offered a definition or an expla-
nation: the ACA was exploding. It is 
not exploding. The CBO has indicated 
that the ACA needs improving, but it 
has insured some 20 million-plus people 
and protected children—unlike the ad-
ministration’s bill, Mr. Trump’s bill 
which, in fact, would throw 24 million 
people off of health care and cut $880 
billion. It is about governance. 

That is why it is important to have a 
full investigation of the Russian collu-
sion of all of those who are involved in 
Mr. Trump’s campaign, and in his ad-
ministration, including very close 
members of his senior staff. 

That is why we should have a full in-
vestigation, which would include the 
Judiciary Committee. I demand that 
the classified documents that we have 
requested in a bipartisan letter should 
be given to the Judiciary Committee, 
and we should begin investigations on 
whether there are any questions of 
criminality. 

It is about governance, Mr. Speaker; 
and the House of Representatives must 
know the truth so the American people 
can know the truth. 

f 

STAND STRONG AGAINST 
PREJUDICE 

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to make it very 
clear that the people’s House stands 
strong against prejudice. 

Since January, we have seen a dis-
turbing rise in bomb threats and vio-
lence targeted at Jewish Community 
Centers all over the country, including 
the Stroum Jewish Community Center 
in Mercer Island, Washington. 

Our Nation is better than this. Today 
I am joining one of the strongest lead-
ers I know on this issue—Representa-
tive KUSTOFF—in introducing the Com-
bating Anti-Semitism Act. This bill is 
a direct response to the bad actors who 
are terrorizing our neighbors and 
friends. 

If you threaten someone because of 
who or how they worship, this bill en-
sures you will be prosecuted for com-
mitting a hate crime. No matter your 
background, your religion, your walk 
of life, you should be safe and free to 
worship without fear in this country. 
With this bill, we are supporting our 
Jewish communities all across the 
country, and I am proud to give it my 
full support. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
AMERICANS 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate the American 
people for what you did over the course 
of a few months since January, when 
you found out that your healthcare 
benefits were threatened by the 
TrumpCare repeal-and-replace at-
tempt. 

Because you went out into the 
streets, because you marched, because 
you attended townhall meetings, and 
you made your feelings known about 
the fact that you wanted to save the 
Affordable Care Act, you were success-
ful. You gave backbone to the mod-
erate Republicans who stood up and 
said no to the Trump replacement. 

For that, I congratulate you, and I 
congratulate the American people. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1695 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that my 
name be removed as a cosponsor of 
H.R. 1695. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida). Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CELEBRATING THE USS ‘‘OMAHA’’ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BACON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to commemorate the past and fu-
ture of the United States Navy, the 
strongest and the best Navy in the 
world. 

On this day, March 27, President 
George Washington signed an ‘‘Act to 
Provide a Naval Armament’’ author-
izing the construction of six frigates, 
which includes the USS Constitution, 
the world’s oldest commissioned naval 
vessel afloat. 

The passage of the Naval Act of 1794 
was, in part, a response to threats to 
American merchant ships from the 
Barbary pirates in the Mediterranean. 
223 years later, the men and women of 
the U.S. Navy continue to protecting 
the goods and information we trans-
port via ships and undersea cables to 
our overseas trading partners. 

This includes securing the resources 
and services we import to fuel our in-
dustries. Paraphrasing Admiral Jona-
than Greenert: the mandate of the 
Navy in modern times is to be in the 
right place, at the right time, ready 
and able to respond. 

The 2014 Quadrennial Defense Review 
signed by then-Secretary of Defense 
Chuck Hagel—may I add a Nebraskan— 
states that in order to support this 
mission, we need to ‘‘continue to build 
a future Fleet that is able to deliver 
the required presence and capabilities 
and address the most important 
warfighting scenarios.’’ 

In that light, I look forward to the 
commissioning of the USS Omaha this 
fall, and to congratulating the crew of 
the newest addition to the United 
States naval fleet. 

The USS Omaha, LCS–12, is an Inde-
pendence-class littoral combat ship, 
and the fourth ship to bear the name 
USS Omaha. It is a chain dating back 
to the commissioning of a sloop-of-war 
in 1869. The last USS Omaha was a nu-
clear attack submarine that served in 
the Navy from 1978 to 1995. 

According to the Omaha World-Her-
ald, a great source of intelligence, the 
ship is the sixth in line of Independ-
ence-class littoral combat ships with a 
futuristic trimaran design that sits 
high above the water. 

Deputy Secretary of Defense Robert 
Work once compared it to a Klingon 
Bird-of-Prey ship in the movie ‘‘Star 
Trek.’’ The ship was christened on De-
cember 19, 2015, by Susie Buffett. 

The ship’s Latin motto is derived 
from its namesake, the city of Omaha, 
Nebraska. It translates to ‘‘Coura-
geously in Every Enterprise,’’ which 
denotes her crew’s willingness to brave 
any future endeavor. 

b 1930 
While I am very proud of the future 

crew of the USS Omaha, I am equally 
proud of the members of the Nebraska 
Navy League and their counterparts 
for supporting the Navy’s missions, 
their personnel, and their families. In 
an effort to strengthen the connection 
between the USS Omaha and the citi-
zens it serves, the Nebraska Navy 
League has committed to bringing sev-
eral members of the crew to our com-
munity each year. This endeavor helps 
to enhance the morale of the Active 
Duty personnel and their families, but 
it also helps to inform the American 
public of the importance of a strong 
United States Navy. 

The people in the Second Congres-
sional District are proud to have a fan-
tastic new ship bearing the name of 
Omaha. It honors our community and 
the many men and women from Omaha 
and the surrounding metro area who 
proudly serve in the United States 
Armed Forces. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

WHAT DO WE HAVE TO LOSE: $54 
BILLION IN DOMESTIC SPENDING 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. VEASEY) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include any 
extraneous material on the subject of 
my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 
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There was no objection. 
Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, today’s 

Special Order is going to be about the 
theme: What do we have to lose? 

That was something that you heard 
during the Presidential campaign. Spe-
cifically, we want to focus on what do 
we have to lose: $54 billion in domestic 
spending. 

Earlier this month, President Trump 
released his budget named America 
First, a Budget Blueprint to Make 
America Great Again. After reading 
Trump’s budget, I can’t help but won-
der: Is this truly a mirror of his cam-
paign to put Americans first? 

The easy answer to that is ‘‘no.’’ 
According to the Trump budget, 

America comes dead last. In fact, this 
budget proposal is all talk when it 
comes to helping U.S. students access 
education and well-paying jobs. One of 
the most alarming things about the 
budget is how it affects the education 
of students at minority-serving institu-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, HBCUs, Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities, were 
first created in 1964 to educate Black 
Americans excluded from segregated 
public and private universities, and 
this budget will perpetuate the in-
equalities that currently exist for 
Black students. 

Today, HBCUs continue to provide 
students—no matter their race or their 
economic background for that matter— 
the ability to receive a quality edu-
cation. According to the United Negro 
College Fund, 70 percent of all HBCU 
students rely on Federal grants and 
workstudy programs to finance their 
education. 

After Trump pledged to support and 
strengthen HBCUs during a meeting 
with the presidents of HBCUs in the 
Oval Office, the budget at hand is an-
other unfulfilled promise. A recent let-
ter from the president of the UNCF, 
United Negro College Fund, explained 
the complete elimination of the Fed-
eral Supplemental Educational Oppor-
tunity Grants, as proposed under the 
Trump budget. This would negatively 
impact more than 55,000 HBCU stu-
dents. 

Helping low-income students achieve 
higher education is very serious, and 
we know that these cuts would hurt. 
Proposed reductions would also hurt 
the Federal workstudy initiatives, and 
it would eliminate another 26,000 stu-
dents the ability to pay for college ex-
penses or to improve their employment 
prospects. 

I knew a lot of students who worked 
under the college workstudy program 
when I was a student in college, and I 
can tell you just how critical that pro-
gram is. For a lot of kids, that is the 
difference between going to college and 
not being able to go to college. Having 
that job on campus allows you to earn 
money, but stay on campus, affording 
you more time to be able to study and 
do other things that you need to do in 
order to be a successful student. 

Also, according to the Center for 
American Progress, the Trump budget 

will hit minority communities the 
hardest. The budget also calls for $200 
million in cuts to Federal TRIO pro-
grams, which help low-income, first- 
generation, and disabled students; and 
GEAR UP, a program that helps pre-
pare low-income middle and high 
school students for college. 

It shouldn’t be any surprise to us 
that President Trump would want to 
gut funding to help disabled students 
succeed. We saw this sort of nastiness 
on the campaign trail, and we really do 
need to see how we can, again, boost 
these programs because they have been 
helping so many kids for a long time. 

I can tell you of someone who uti-
lized a Pell Grant Program. I am sure 
there are many Members of Congress 
on both sides of the aisle that had to 
use the Pell Grant Program. Similarly, 
the Trump budget keeps the Pell Grant 
Program, but it cuts $3.9 billion in crit-
ical funding for many students. 

According to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, the Pell Grant 
Program is the largest Federal grant 
program. The same study found that 
the program sends up to $5,900 to stu-
dents and families that earn less than 
$40,000 a year and prioritizes funding 
for families earning closer to $20,000 or 
less. 

Again, if you are a low-income fam-
ily, being able to utilize that money, 
particularly at that level—$40,000 and 
below, $20,000 and below—even if you 
were doing a little bit better than that, 
you know that that is not a lot of 
money, and that is why these Pell 
Grant Programs are so important. 

Pell Grant continues to be an impor-
tant program that helps level the play-
ing field for African Americans and 
helps to minimize student loans after 
graduation. 

A study by Brookings reported that 
Black students who graduated, as of 
October 2016, owed over $52,000 in stu-
dent loan debt, compared to White 
graduates who owed approximately 
$28,000. By reducing funding, Trump is 
limiting a child’s ability to achieve 
economic mobility and move toward 
the American Dream. 

I am going to ask that my colleague 
from the great sunshine State of Flor-
ida (Mrs. DEMINGS), who is going to 
help lead this Special Order hour, talk 
a little bit about how important a lot 
of these programs are to her State. Her 
State has many great universities, in-
cluding, in Tallahassee, Florida A&M 
University, one of our Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities that 
have produced so many great graduates 
from that school. Although the Afri-
can-American students may not go to 
FAMU—but they may go to Florida 
State, they may go to Gainesville to 
the University of Florida, they may go 
to the University of Miami—they need 
this money in order to be successful. 

In the gentlewoman from Florida’s 
work as a Member of Congress and her 
previous work in law enforcement, the 
gentlewoman works closely with fami-
lies, with kids who are trying to pull 

themselves up and make a difference. I 
think that America would love to hear 
from the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Mrs. DEMINGS) just because she has 
seen firsthand, again, what these 
grants, this job training, TRIO, and 
these other programs mean to these 
students. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS). 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I also 
rise tonight to talk about America 
First, the proposed budget of the 45th 
President of the United States, Presi-
dent Donald Trump. 

It has been said that a budget of a 
local, State, Federal Government, cor-
poration, nonprofit organization, small 
business, even a personal budget, really 
defines one’s priorities, one’s values, 
one’s vision for the future. The pro-
posed budget gives us a look into one’s 
vision, our President’s, for the future 
of America. 

When I think about a vision for the 
future of America, I personally think 
of a vision that exceeds our wildest ex-
pectations. This is a vision where every 
boy and girl, regardless of the color of 
their skin, their gender, their religion, 
sexual orientation, where they live or 
how much money their parents have in 
the bank, has an opportunity to suc-
ceed, particularly in this country that 
we say is the greatest country in the 
world, and I do believe it to be so. 

There is a famous Scripture that 
says: Because of a lack of a vision, the 
people perish. 

I ask the question tonight: What is 
the vision for America under this budg-
et? 

My colleague has so eloquently laid 
out that education truly is the key. It 
starts in education for higher learning. 
But what about secondary education, 
where every child should have an op-
portunity to receive quality education? 

We know that the budget proposed in 
America First cuts very necessary im-
portant programs that particularly hit 
the State of Florida, for example, the 
Teacher Quality Partnership, and Im-
pact Aid support payments for Federal 
property, and international education 
programs. The 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Centers supports before- 
and after-school programs where chil-
dren are able to receive tutoring, learn 
about the arts and music, and receive a 
meal during those programs. 

Florida would be particularly hurt. 
Those programs are designed particu-
larly for children that come from at- 
risk and poverty-stricken areas. 

In those before-school and after- 
school programs, there is a focus on 
reading and math. And those programs 
often offer literary services to families 
of children that participate in those 
programs. 

So back to the gentleman from 
Texas’ question about what do we have 
to lose? In Florida, the overall gradua-
tion rate is 80 percent. But for African 
Americans, the graduation rate is 
about 72 percent, and lower for African- 
American boys. I can tell you, it is the 
lowest group. 
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We can’t afford to pull more re-

sources from the Department of Edu-
cation—a proposed budget cut of 13.5 
percent, in the double digits—resources 
that have been dedicated to lifting up 
all children, but particularly children 
of color and children from low-income 
neighborhoods. In President Trump’s 
budget, that 13.5 percent is about $9.2 
billion from education. 

What is being cut? 
Not only the programs that I named, 

but about 20 other programs: $3.7 bil-
lion in grants for teacher training to 
make sure that children not only re-
ceive the best education that money 
can buy, but also have the best, most 
qualified, most prepared, most trained 
teachers. Programs aimed at helping to 
ensure vulnerable children in low-in-
come neighborhoods are able to suc-
ceed. They, too, really deserve a fair 
shot. 

These Federal programs were created 
to ensure that every child, no matter 
who they are, has access to education. 

This budget cut completely elimi-
nates Federal Supplemental Edu-
cational Opportunity Grants. The 
name alone says it all, opportunity 
grants, grants that could offer need- 
based aid to around 1.6 million low-in-
come undergraduates every year. 

What do we have to lose? 
Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, we have a 

lot to talk about tonight dealing with 
HBCUs, dealing with TRIO, dealing 
with these programs like GEAR UP, 
Pell Grants, jobs and job training, col-
lege workstudy. 

I want to invite one of our colleagues 
up, one of our leaders, Representative 
JIM CLYBURN from the State of South 
Carolina. One of the demographics that 
often go overlooked in this debate is 
the plight of rural African-American 
students. Representative CLYBURN, not 
only does he understand and empathize 
with the plight of the urban African- 
American student, but he also under-
stands again some of the struggles that 
the rural African-American student 
faces and how their ticket out of their 
hometown to be able to go experience 
something different is education. Many 
of these kids, Representative CLYBURN 
will tell you, have never had the oppor-
tunity to get far outside of their home-
towns in rural America. 

b 1945 

These programs give them the oppor-
tunity to do so. So I want to invite our 
assistant leader to come up. He is a 
graduate of South Carolina State Uni-
versity, the Bulldogs, one of our es-
teemed HBCUs, and again, I just appre-
ciate his voice on this topic. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN). 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
VEASEY) and the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS) for conducting 
this Special Order this evening. I ap-
preciate it. 

Yes, I am a graduate of South Caro-
lina State University, but I also rep-

resent the University of South Caro-
lina here in this body. And I just want 
to note that—with all that is going on 
around us, I want to say congratula-
tions to the men of the University of 
South Carolina’s basketball team for 
getting into the Final Four, and I am 
looking forward to, a few moments 
from now, watching the women do the 
same. 

I met, along with other members of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, last 
week with President Trump, and we 
had an opportunity to share with him 
some of the fears that we have of his 
budget and what it would do to Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities. 

As both the gentleman and gentle-
woman have mentioned, I represent 
seven of these institutions. I said to 
the President that there is something 
that most people miss about the value 
of these colleges and universities; and I 
shared with him a little experience I 
had last December. 

While kicking off the annual Christ-
mas festivities, I was having a con-
versation with a very good friend, who 
I have known for a long time, who is an 
outstanding cardiologist, recently re-
tired from Charlotte, North Carolina, 
and we were talking about all the dis-
cussions that were taking place during 
last year’s campaign about HBCUs. 

Of course, I said to him that I 
thought that there was significant mis-
understanding about the value of these 
institutions. In fact, I wrote an op-ed 
piece a few days ago, published in the 
Charleston, South Carolina news-
papers. I talked about a State official, 
an elected official in my State who 
made the comment that those students 
who went to South Carolina State, like 
yours truly, did so because they were 
not qualified to go anywhere else. 

Well, this gentleman, David Dowdy— 
I hope he doesn’t mind me calling his 
name—David Dowdy said to me, as we 
talked: You know, when I left that lit-
tle, rural, underfunded high school in 
Eastover, North Carolina, and got up to 
North Carolina A&T, I had to take re-
medial everything—simply because he 
went to an underfunded rural school. 

In South Carolina, of course, these 
schools have been underfunded for gen-
erations, and the State has been fight-
ing a lawsuit for some 24 years to keep 
from funding these schools properly 
and adequately. 

He said, when he got up to North 
Carolina A&T, he had to take these re-
medial courses, but he went on to be-
come a very successful heart doctor. 

Now, I said to the President, after 
telling him this story: That is not an 
unusual case. 

All of us have heard of the astronaut, 
Ronald McNair. Ronald McNair is also 
a South Carolinian. He graduated from 
a little high school in Lake City, South 
Carolina, a town most people never 
heard of. 

Everybody talks about how success-
ful he was as an astronaut, having lost 
his life in the accident, the Challenger. 
And when people refer to him, they al-

ways talk about him being a physicist 
from MIT. They never talk about the 
fact that, before he ever went to MIT 
for his master’s degree, he went to 
North Carolina A&T for his bachelor’s. 
It was there at North Carolina A&T 
where he was nurtured, and how he de-
veloped in those small classes, the re-
mediation that he needed in order to 
unlock all that was within him. 

So I shared with the President, and 
he assured me that he had no inten-
tions of cutting funding to these His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities. I applaud him for that, and I 
thank him for that. 

But I also said to him that I think it 
is important for us not to just main-
tain level funding but to make the kind 
of investments in these colleges and 
universities that are needed for them 
to get these young minds that have 
been disadvantaged, because of State 
action, and help turn them into pro-
ductive citizens who will make signifi-
cant contributions to our society. 

Now, I want to talk, just a moment 
though, about another part of the 
President’s budget. You know, I served 
on three budget committees recently. 
In fact, I was on Vice President Joseph 
Biden’s bipartisan group for deficit re-
duction. I also served on the Joint Se-
lect Committee on Deficit Reduction 
that everybody called the supercom-
mittee. 

And then I served on the budget com-
mittees that negotiated the Budget 
Control Act of 2011, an enactment I am 
not all that proud of, because we put in 
this thing we now call sequestration, 
which has wreaked havoc on military 
installations and military spending, as 
well as discretionary programs of the 
government. 

Now, the hallmark of each successful 
budget agreement has been to increase 
defense spending by the same amount 
as spending for nondefense discre-
tionary agencies. President Trump’s 
proposed budget ignores this principle 
and would destroy many critical pro-
grams throughout all of the nondefense 
Federal agencies. 

In 2016, the bipartisan budget agree-
ment added $25 billion in defense 
spending above the sequester levels. 
Importantly though, it paid for this in-
crease with responsible revenue-raising 
provisions and also increased the non-
defense side of the budget by $25 billion 
as well. 

For 2017, it is a similar story, where 
defense and nondefense are increased 
by $15 billion, both paid for respon-
sibly. President Trump proposes to go 
far beyond these agreements, proposing 
for 2018, $54 billion in increased defense 
spending, and he pays for it by cutting 
the nondefense side of the budget by a 
corresponding $54 billion next year. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a responsible 
way to provide our military relief from 
sequestration. I support doing so, as do 
my colleagues in the Congressional 
Black Caucus. This is not the way to 
do it. 
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Much of the proposed investments 

will go to draconian immigration en-
forcement and an ineffective border 
wall. The President even has the au-
dacity to propose ignoring the budget 
agreement for 2017, that was passed by 
Congress and signed into law by Presi-
dent Obama over 2 years ago. 

What exactly does proposing $54 bil-
lion below sequester level caps for the 
nondefense side of the budget mean? 
What effect would it have on our con-
stituents? The President’s budget deci-
mates funding for critical infrastruc-
ture in low-income communities, I dare 
say, rural communities. 

For example, the President proposes 
to eliminate $500 million in funding for 
the rural water and wastewater pro-
gram in the Department of Agri-
culture. In my congressional district 
alone, this agency has funded drinking 
water infrastructure in poor, rural 
communities like Turbeville, Bowman, 
and Brittons Neck, that had previously 
limited access to clean water. 

The President also proposes to elimi-
nate the Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery, or 
TIGER grants, which invest in road, 
rail, transit, and port projects on a 
competitive basis all around the coun-
try. 

In South Carolina, TIGER grants 
have funded the I–95/301 interchange in 
rural Santee, Main Street revitaliza-
tion in Columbia, and upgrades at the 
Port of Charleston to the tune of more 
than $32 million. The resulting eco-
nomic and community development 
have proved to be well worth the Fed-
eral investment. 

The President’s proposal would also 
eliminate the Legal Services Corpora-
tion and LIHEAP. That is the program 
for low income home energy assistance 
that allows homes to be weatherized, 
and Meals on Wheels. This can only be 
seen as an attack on the poor and the 
elderly. 

These cuts would leave thousands of 
poor senior citizens unable to heat 
their homes in the winter and deny 
thousands more legal aid they need to 
seek relief from domestic violence and 
avoid homelessness by staying in their 
homes. 

The notion that Meals on Wheels 
doesn’t produce results is totally ridic-
ulous. In my district, Senior Resources 
in Columbia currently serves more 
than 500 seniors. 

Mr. Speaker, Federal funding ac-
counts for 37 percent of their budget. 
Cutting those funds would callously 
kick 180 homebound seniors to the 
curb, forcing them to join the already 
130 people who are on the waiting list. 
These are unconscionable cuts made 
with no regard for the most vulnerable 
in our society. 

The Congressional Black Caucus 
budget will take the opposite approach. 
By repealing sequestration, making the 
Tax Code fairer to increase the level of 
investment in critical programs, and 
targeting Federal funds to commu-
nities mired in persistent poverty 

through the 10–20–30 formula, the CBC’s 
budget responsibly funds our military, 
while also lifting millions out of pov-
erty. 

I want to close by thanking the gen-
tleman from Virginia, Congressman 
BOBBY SCOTT, my friend and classmate, 
for pulling that budget together, and 
doing so showing the kind of compas-
sion that ought to exist in every public 
servant. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the assistant leader. I really appreciate 
his comments, and I want to thank him 
for standing up for these students and 
everyone else out there who is trying 
to do something to help eliminate pov-
erty. 

The gentleman’s 10–20–30 plan was 
really hailed as something that we 
should all take a closer look at. It was 
a bipartisan approach and a look at 
poverty because it affected so many 
different people’s districts. I just want 
to thank the gentleman for being an 
advocate in this area. 

b 2000 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from the great State of Cali-
fornia (Ms. BASS). 

KAREN BASS also is someone that 
really takes these topics seriously. She 
has always been someone who has 
delved very deeply into the budget and 
into domestic spending and how it im-
pacts our communities. I just really 
appreciate her taking part to really 
share what we think is important as it 
relates to this budget. 

Ms. BASS. I thank the gentleman, 
Mr. VEASEY, and also Mrs. DEMINGS for 
their leadership in this hour. 

I know that our theme is ‘‘What Do 
We Have to Lose’’? That is something 
that the President, during his cam-
paign, asked the African-American 
community: What do you have to lose? 
Why don’t you think about voting Re-
publican this time? 

So I was a part of the group that Mr. 
CLYBURN referred to that went and met 
with the President last week. Members 
of the Congressional Black Caucus Ex-
ecutive Committee met with the Presi-
dent. We went over to the White House 
to answer the question: What do we 
have to lose? 

As my colleagues who have spoken 
before me mentioned, we believe that 
we have a lot to lose. I think that the 
budget is a reflection of all that we 
have to lose. 

As my colleague, VAL DEMINGS, said, 
a budget is a reflection of your values. 
It is a reflection of where you think 
taxpayers’ money should be spent. So, 
in the opportunity that I had to speak 
with the President, I mentioned to him 
that I was sure that he was aware that, 
in the United States, over 2 million 
people are incarcerated. In fact, we in-
carcerate more people in the United 
States than any other country on the 
planet. 

What I told him that he probably 
wasn’t aware of was that this was an 
issue—a bipartisan, bicameral issue— 

that Members of Congress in both 
Houses were looking at because we rec-
ognized, over the years, that incarcer-
ation is not the solution to commu-
nities that are experiencing crime. We 
told him that there was a trend in Con-
gress to actually reconsider policies 
that led to overincarceration. We told 
him that the Congressional Black Cau-
cus was concerned about messages that 
we heard from him: one that is re-
flected in his budget; two, that was re-
flected in his new deal for Black Amer-
ica where the focus was on law and 
order. 

We told him that we were concerned 
about his proposals to address prob-
lems in poor communities, and our 
chair, CEDRIC RICHMOND, specifically 
pointed out that he was concerned 
about the way African-American com-
munities were consistently described 
as riddled by violence and as almost 
uninhabitable. 

We told him that we thought he prob-
ably wasn’t aware that 95 percent of 
prisoners return to communities and 
that maybe he was not aware that 
many of these inmates return to cer-
tain ZIP Codes. If you have a commu-
nity in certain ZIP Codes where a num-
ber of people have been released from 
prison without any services, then, nat-
urally, you are going to have a problem 
with recidivism. We have people com-
ing out of prison who then find out 
that they are prohibited from working 
and that they are ineligible for public 
benefits, including even a driver’s li-
cense. 

In the State of California, we had a 
program in State prisons where we 
trained you to be a barber, but then we 
didn’t allow you to have a license if 
you had been a prisoner. So we had to 
change State law to change that. 

We told him that, if we don’t find 
ways to reintegrate people into soci-
ety, he needed to understand that that 
was actually a contributing factor to 
crime and violence in many commu-
nities. 

When we went to the White House, 
we didn’t just go to point out problems, 
but we also went to talk about solu-
tions. Here is the concern when it 
comes to the budget. The budget that 
the President delivered to Congress so 
far is so general that we don’t know 
whether or not some of the cuts to dis-
cretionary spending would include pro-
grams like the Second Chance Act. 

The Second Chance Act is a program 
that provides funding to States to ad-
dress and reduce recidivism. The Sec-
ond Chance Act has programs that 
work with inmates before they are re-
leased to address the root causes of 
why they offended in the first place. 
Many people in prison—a large percent-
age—did not graduate high school. So 
services that are provided by the Sec-
ond Chance Act include employment 
services, mental health, substance 
abuse, housing, education, and family 
reunification. 

As we talked about a budget being a 
reflection of values, for the values to 
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me that will help the African-Amer-
ican community, we need to make sure 
that the Second Chance Act is fully 
funded. We won’t know what is fully 
funded in the President’s budget until 
he sends us more details in the month 
of May. But it is my hope that he lis-
tened to the presentations that mem-
bers of the Congressional Black Caucus 
made when we had a meeting with him 
last week and that, when the budget 
comes out in May, we will see that the 
Second Chance Act is fully funded. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative BASS very much for her 
comments and remarks. I really appre-
ciate the gentlewoman always taking 
this subject to task very seriously and 
to heart. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I 
have remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BUDD). The gentleman has 26 minutes 
remaining. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
EVANS), who has really made this, 
again, one of his priorities also. Phila-
delphia is one of those cities where 
many people have benefited by a lot of 
these domestic spending programs, in-
cluding students like I talked about a 
little earlier. I would now like to hear 
from my esteemed colleague from the 
State of Pennsylvania, Mr. DWIGHT 
EVANS. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleague for his leadership, along with 
my classmate, who is also a very fan-
tastic person. So I thank both of you 
for your leadership in terms of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus and exactly 
what that means. 

My colleague from Florida said that 
budgets are values. Something that 
you may not know, I have spent 36 
years in the Pennsylvania Legislature. 
Of those 36 years, I spent 28 years on 
the appropriations committee, and 20 
of the 28 years as the chairman of that 
committee. So my colleague from Flor-
ida is absolutely correct that it is put 
your money where your mouth is, and 
that sets a tone for what you believe 
and what you think. 

The President’s proposed budget puts 
America’s middle neighborhoods at 
greater risk, tilting towards decline. 

What do I mean by ‘‘middle neighbor-
hoods’’? 

Middle neighborhoods are the neigh-
borhoods that are caught between 
growth and decline, neighborhoods 
that, with just a little love and a little 
help, you can keep those neighbor-
hoods. Those neighborhoods are all 
over America. Those are communities 
that we should value. We should under-
stand that affordable housing and sta-
ble communities in those neighbor-
hoods are very important to the back-
bone of America. 

So these American middle neighbor-
hoods are neighborhoods we should rel-
ish. We should value the importance of 
these communities. But under the pro-
posed budget, they do not give our sen-
iors, our children, or our working fami-

lies a chance to get ahead—major cuts, 
Mr. Speaker, in funds for Federal stu-
dent services, such as LIHEAP, grants 
for afterschool programs, community 
development block grants, community 
service block grants, and others to help 
families and help raise them out of 
Pennsylvania poverty. 

Last week, Mr. Speaker, I met with 
students from the Pennsylvania TRIO, 
Gear Up, and Upward Bound programs. 
President Trump’s budget proposes 
cuts for millions of these programs, 
which would support first-time, first- 
generation college students through 
outreach to low-income and minority 
middle and high school students. 

This is our future. This is our future. 
We are in the 21st century. We under-
stand if we are to be very competitive 
in the world, we must leave no child 
behind. 

It is important, Mr. Speaker, to rec-
ognize that the investments we are 
talking about benefit all of us. If we 
want a strong economy, these middle 
neighborhoods are essential. These 
middle neighborhoods are where people 
grow and develop. They go on to col-
lege. They do well in school, and they 
hold our society together. 

The President’s budget undermines 
and cuts the crucial investments we 
have made in our cities and our neigh-
borhoods, neighborhoods that we all 
come from, neighborhoods where we all 
recognize the importance of these com-
munities. We should not take this for 
granted because the reality is, as my 
colleague from Florida said, our values 
are where our dollars are. 

I totally agree with her because she 
is really telling us all that you can pay 
now or you can pay later. It is better to 
pay on the front end rather than the 
back end. It is better to understand 
that these communities are commu-
nities that help America be what it is 
today. 

The President’s budget undermines 
and cuts critical investments. The 
President’s budget does not give our 
cities the adequate resources to invest 
in our communities and moves our cit-
ies in the wrong direction. 

I think that the President, as my col-
league just said earlier, says: What do 
we have to lose? Well, we have a lot to 
lose under this proposed budget. 

This budget is no new deal for Black 
America. As a matter of fact, this is no 
deal at all. We clearly understand that 
this means cuts in health care, edu-
cation, affordable housing, and food nu-
tritional programs. 

This is no deal because we under-
stand that we must make investments. 
If we are talking about moving Amer-
ica forward and we are talking about 
making it what we know it can be in 
terms of America, we must make this 
investment. But we cannot make these 
investments, we cannot be talking out 
both sides of our mouths, and we can-
not, on one hand, say what do we have 
to lose and then, on the other hand, do 
nothing in the budget whatsoever. So 
it is clear, Mr. Speaker, that we have a 
missed opportunity here. 

I am proud to stand as a member of 
the Congressional Black Caucus and 
join with all of my colleagues, as the 
chairman of the Congressional Black 
Caucus has said, as being the con-
science of the Congress. It is important 
to understand that we don’t take that 
lightly. That is why we stand here 
today, Mr. Speaker. 

We stand here to raise the voice, to 
stress to people that we are not going 
to give up, that we recognize that we 
all have a responsibility and an obliga-
tion in this democracy, that this is our 
democracy and it is something that we 
should never take for granted. 

We have a lot to lose. We stand to 
lose everything that made our neigh-
borhoods stronger block by block. So, 
Mr. Speaker, I stand here with all of 
my colleagues to carry this message to 
everyone that we are never going to 
give up—never, never, never. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I really 
appreciate Representative EVANS’ 
thoughtfulness and his participation on 
the topic. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. MAXINE 
WATERS), who is my colleague from Los 
Angeles County. The gentlewoman is 
known as a fighter in her district not 
only on these domestic spending issues 
and not only in her district, but 
throughout the entire United States. 

I am very happy that she is partici-
pating, and I know that she has been 
very vocal about those developments, 
dealing with the budget and dealing 
with other issues that affect us here in 
Washington, D.C. I really appreciate 
the gentlewoman’s participating in to-
night’s discussion. 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I do appreciate the time 
that I have been allotted here this 
evening, joining with my colleagues in 
the Congressional Black Caucus to an-
swer the question that was posed to us 
by this President. I rise to answer 
President Trump’s question to the 
Black community. 

Now, all throughout his campaign, 
President Trump declared that Black 
people all across this country just live 
in hell and fear each day, and we may 
be shot on the street. He basically said 
that we have nothing, our education is 
no good, on and on and on. Then he 
went on to say that only he can solve 
the challenges African Americans face. 

Unfortunately, this kind of talk is 
typical of this President: boasting, 
bragging, and making promises. This 
President will say anything and prom-
ise anything, of course, with no inten-
tion of living up to his promises. One 
should not believe anything he has to 
say. 

As a matter of fact, the African- 
American community understands very 
well when these kinds of empty prom-
ises are made. As a matter of fact, I 
would like to draw your attention to 
the fact that the presidents of the His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities organized, put together, a pro-
posal, and they went to meet with the 
President at the White House. 
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They didn’t even have an opportunity 
to present the proposal. They were just 
ushered around in a photo op, and that 
was all that happened, without any 
real conversation, without any pro-
posals being produced. They were 
treated in a disrespectful way. 

This, basically, is what I have de-
cided we can expect from the Presi-
dent. His budget and policy priorities 
reveal his true intentions and what so 
many of us already know about this 
President. He really doesn’t care about 
the issues facing the African-American 
community, and he doesn’t care to 
learn about those issues or advance 
any meaningful legislation to provide 
jobs and economic opportunities for 
our Nation’s most vulnerable commu-
nities. 

If you take a look at Trump’s HUD 
budget, you find a $6 billion reduction. 
He wants to eliminate the Community 
Development Block Grant program, 
which supports our cities and various 
urban renewal projects. He wants to 
eliminate the HOME Investment Part-
nerships Program. This President 
wants to eliminate the Choice Neigh-
borhoods program. He wants to elimi-
nate the homeownership program and 
on and on and on. 

Just last week, this President tried 
and failed to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act. If that unconscionable bill had 
passed, 14 million people would have 
lost insurance coverage next year, and 
the American people would have seen 
billions of dollars in Medicaid cuts. 

Trump’s empty promises do not end 
with the budget. He has also filled his 
Cabinet with millionaires and billion-
aires who don’t have a clue about the 
challenges facing the African-Amer-
ican community. 

Trump’s Treasury Secretary was 
known as the ‘‘Foreclosure King,’’ who 
profited off the backs of vulnerable 
homeowners during the 2008 recession. 

Trump’s Education Secretary knows 
nothing about public education, did not 
attend public schools. Her children 
didn’t attend public schools. She was 
not chosen to repair public education; 
she was chosen to break it. 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions, who 
lied under oath before the Senate, op-
posed the Violence Against Women 
Act. He has taken hardline positions 
against our efforts to reform the crimi-
nal justice system, which dispropor-
tionately incarcerates African Ameri-
cans. Of course, we knew about his 
background and his history and what 
he is known for, and that is discrimina-
tion, disrespect for African Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, my position against 
this President and his administration 
is clear: I oppose this President. I do 
not honor this President. I do not re-
spect this President. He has 
disrespected the office and offended so 
many people across this country and 
around the world with his disgusting 
and indecent rhetoric against women, 
the Black community, Muslims, immi-
grants, and disabled Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not just the Afri-
can-American community who will 
lose under this President. It is every-
one who isn’t a millionaire or billion-
aire that stand to lose under this ad-
ministration. I will continue to oppose 
him and fight him every step of the 
way. 

While I am talking about where he 
has put his priorities—and, of course, I 
think the budget really does reflect 
your priorities—he has reduced the 
education budget by 13 percent, or $9 
billion less than last year; a $168 billion 
increase for charter schools, 50 percent 
above current levels. 

Let’s take a look at labor. It reduces 
the budget by 21 percent, a $2.5 billion 
decrease from last year. Health and 
Human Services, decreased funding by 
$15 billion, the lowest in 20 years. 

It reduces funding for the National 
Institutes of Health by 19 percent. For 
the Environmental Protection Agency, 
it reduces the budget from $8.1 billion 
to $5.7 billion. Housing and Urban De-
velopment, again, reducing the budget 
by just about $6 billion, or 13.2 percent. 

He claims he cares about small busi-
nesses. He reduces the SBA budget by 5 
percent, or $43.2 billion less than last 
year. It goes on and on and on. 

Homeland Security, increases the 
budget by only 6.8 percent, to $44 bil-
lion, even though he claims he cares a 
lot about the security of this country. 

What am I saying? I am simply say-
ing that African Americans have strug-
gled and fought, historically. Many Af-
rican Americans have paid a huge price 
fighting for justice and equality in this 
country and have died for it. I don’t 
have to call the names of Martin Lu-
ther King and all the others. We have 
paid a price. We have fought. 

But guess what? Despite the fact that 
America has not always been there for 
us, we have always been there for 
America. We have fought in America’s 
wars. We have suffered discrimination. 
We have suffered isolation and under-
mining. But we stand up for America, 
oftentimes when others who think they 
are more patriotic—who say they are 
more patriotic—do not. 

When we fight against this President 
and we point out how dangerous he is 
for this society and for this country, 
we are fighting for democracy. We are 
fighting for America. We are saying to 
those who say they are patriotic but 
they turn a blind eye to the destruc-
tion that he is about to cause this 
country: You are not nearly as patri-
otic as we are. 

We not only have fought in America’s 
wars, have stood up for America, have 
been there whenever this country was 
threatened in any way, we say now 
that this country is threatened with a 
President who does not belong there, a 
President who does not understand how 
this government works, a President 
who goes down to Mar-a-Lago every 
weekend and plays golf. He is not hud-
dling with Members of Congress and 
trying to figure out how to form a con-
sensus. Rather, he thought he could 

come in here and run roughshod over 
everybody. But that is how he works, 
that is how he acts. 

He is not good for America. African 
Americans know this. The Black Cau-
cus understands this. And for those 
members of the Black Caucus rep-
resenting our leadership who went to 
meet with him, they have laid out to 
him all of this, what our care and con-
cerns are all about. But in the final 
analysis, we really don’t expect 
anything from him. My mission and 
my goal is to make sure that he does 
not remain President of the United 
States of America. 

Mr. VEASEY. I thank Representative 
WATERS for her comments on this very 
timely matter. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time do we 
have remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 91⁄4 minutes remaining. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT), my good friend, who is also a 
leader on education issues and domes-
tic spending. I thank him very much 
for participating tonight. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I thank the 
gentleman for his good work on the 
budget. 

Mr. Speaker, the budget is about 
choices, and those choices involve 
arithmetic. Apparently, the Republican 
strategy on the budget does not recog-
nize arithmetic. When you start with a 
deficit, their strategy to deal with the 
deficit is to increase defense spending 
and to pass massive tax cuts. That will 
not end up helping the deficit. 

As we have seen with the choice in 
health care, they made bad choices. 
Whatever you think about the Afford-
able Care Act, their plan was demon-
strably worse. Their plan would in-
crease the number of people uninsured 
by 24 million, bring higher prices and 
worse policies, but tax cuts for million-
aires. 

What I couldn’t understand was not 
what were the ups and downs for poli-
tics, but who was for that—24 million 
more uninsured, higher prices, and 
worse policies? 

Democrats will work with Repub-
licans to improve the Affordable Care 
Act, but we are not going halfway and 
saying only 12 million uninsured and 
slightly higher prices and slightly 
worse policies. If we are going to have 
a policy to increase the number of in-
sured, lower prices, and provide better 
policies, we will work. 

We can also produce a better budget. 
For almost an hour, we have heard the 
problems with the budget introduced 
by the President of the United States. 
The Congressional Black Caucus is not 
just about complaints. We have a budg-
et, and it is a responsible budget. 

We make choices. The choices avoid 
those devastating cuts that we have 
heard about. The Congressional Black 
Caucus budget is realistic. It requires 
$3.9 trillion in additional revenues, but 
it outlines over $10 trillion in choices 
that could be made to come up with 
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that money, possibilities like canceling 
the Bush tax cuts. That is $3.9 trillion 
right off the bat. Over $10 trillion in 
total choices. 

First, with that revenue, we cancel 
the sequester both for nondefense and 
for defense. Then we make investments 
in the future of American families with 
investments in education, job-creating 
infrastructure, the environment, sci-
entific research, and maintain a strong 
social safety net. In the end, we reduce 
the deficit by a cumulative amount of 
an over $2 trillion reduction in the def-
icit. 

So let’s be clear. we are going to 
make choices with the budget, choices 
like we made a few years ago. People 
say a lot about the proposal by Senator 
BERNIE SANDERS and $900 billion for 
free college. Could we afford that? Just 
think, a couple of years ago, we passed, 
with one vote, an extension in tax cuts 
of $3.9 trillion. We could have, with the 
same amount of money, extended $3 
trillion in tax cuts, and with the 
money left over, free college, but we 
didn’t make that choice. All $3.9 tril-
lion went to tax cuts. The $900 billion 
could have gone to free college. 

Make no mistake about it, we are 
making choices. This year, again, we 
will make choices with our budget: 
massive tax cuts, or we can focus on a 
better feature and produce a more hu-
mane and responsible budget. I would 
hope that this year we make the right 
choice. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, before I 
close out this Special Order hour, I do 
want to thank my colleague from Flor-
ida, Representative VAL DEMINGS, for 
participating, and I want her to just 
share some last words on this subject: 
What do we have to lose? I know she 
has a few more things that she wants 
to share with everybody. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I spent 
27 years in law enforcement, and I real-
ized early in my career that we cannot 
arrest our way out of the challenges 
that we face, that we have to address 
some of the social ills that cause decay 
in communities in the first place if we 
are going to make those communities 
better. 

In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson 
commissioned a group to look at crime 
in America. I would like to share just 
a short paragraph of their report. It 
says: 

‘‘Every effort must be made to 
strengthen the family, now often shat-
tered by the grinding pressures of 
urban slums. 

‘‘Slum schools must be given enough 
resources to make them as good as 
schools elsewhere and to enable them 
to compensate for the various handi-
caps suffered by the slum child—to res-
cue him from his environment.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I want you to know 
that we are still trying to rescue chil-
dren that that particular child rep-
resents from their at-risk environ-
ments. If we are going to put America 
first, it starts with putting the Amer-
ican people first. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative DEMINGS for her words 
and inspiration, and I really appreciate 
her perspective, again. Now she is get-
ting an opportunity to see this as a 
Member of Congress, but the 27 years 
that she spent in law enforcement, it 
gave her a bird’s-eye perspective on 
what happens when we don’t invest in 
education, when we don’t invest in 
health care, when we don’t invest in 
things that help families uplift them-
selves and give themselves opportuni-
ties to pull one another out of poverty. 
I just want to thank her again for par-
ticipating in tonight’s Special Order 
hour. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a lot to talk 
about because we do have a lot to lose, 
and I thank everybody for partici-
pating. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, when President Trump spoke on 
the campaign trail, his message to the African 
American community was clear: ‘‘What do you 
have to lose?’’ Today, just 9 weeks into his 
presidency, we now know that in a Trump Ad-
ministration, the American people stand to 
lose their access to robust medical care, jobs, 
and more than $54 billion used to fund criti-
cally important programs and Departments 
through the Federal government. 

President Trump’s fiscal year 2018 budget 
proposal to Congress seeks roughly $54 bil-
lion in dramatic cuts to social programs and 
domestic spending in order to accommodate 
an equal increase in spending through the De-
partments of Defense, Homeland Security, 
and Veterans Affairs. His proposal is a poor 
reflection of the priorities that we hold as a na-
tion and undermines—or eliminates entirely— 
many of the very programs that millions of 
Americans rely on the most. 

For example, the President’s budget pro-
posal slashes funding for education by cutting 
grants for after school programs and reduces 
financial aid for low-income students, such as 
Pell Grants. The Department of Housing and 
Urban Development will also see a thirteen 
percent—or $6.2 billion—reduction in its budg-
et, which is reflected in the elimination of the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
program, the HOME Investment Partnerships 
program, and Section 4 Community Develop-
ment and Affordable Housing. 

I cannot help but notice that there is a cer-
tain degree of hypocrisy reflected in the Presi-
dent’s budget proposal when comparing to 
what he has touted during the campaign. For 
example, the Department of Transportation will 
suffer significant cuts to programs such as 
TIGER, which has been an incredibly success-
ful discretionary grant program used to fund 
projects of nation significance in communities 
all across the country. President Trump’s 
budget proposal also looks to eliminate fund-
ing for the Capital Investment Grant program, 
which the Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) in 
Texas has utilized for many years to respond 
to the explosive population growth within my 
district and build up our transportation infra-
structure. This moves our nation further away 
from the $1 trillion in transportation infrastruc-
ture spending that the President has proposed 
during the campaign. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot support the Presi-
dent’s budget proposal in its current form. The 
cuts included in his proposal are irrational and 

ignore the dire needs of our people to bolster 
our transportation infrastructure, create jobs, 
and pave the way for greater economic oppor-
tunity for all Americans—not just a select few. 
President Trump also wants to slash taxes for 
the wealthy and our biggest corporations. He 
will pay for those tax breaks by placing the 
burden on lower- and middle-class Americans. 
Just months into his presidency, it is already 
crystal clear that the American people have a 
lot to lose under his vision for America and I 
am proud to join my colleagues in the Con-
gressional Black Caucus to oppose these dev-
astating cuts and the entire Trump agenda. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today on account of 
personal reasons. 

Mr. SIMPSON (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today and March 28 on 
account of business in the district. 

f 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS 
SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled Joint 
Resolutions of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker. 

H.J. Res. 69. Joint Resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the final rule 
of the Department of the Interior relating to 
‘‘Non-Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Pub-
lic Participation and Closure Procedures, on 
National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska’’. 

H.J. Res. 83. Joint Resolution disapproving 
the rule submitted by the Department of 
Labor relating to ‘‘Clarification of Employ-
er’s Continuing Obligation to Make and 
Maintain an Accurate Record of Each Re-
cordable Injury and Illness’’. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 29 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 28, 2017, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. WOODALL: Committe on Rules. House 
Resolution 229. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1430) to prohibit 
the Environmental Protection Agency from 
proposing, finalizing and disseminating regu-
lations or assessments based upon science 
that is not transparent or reproducible 
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(Rept. 115–60). Referred to the House Cal-
endar. 

Mr. BURGESS: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 230. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 
34) providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, of the rule submitted by the Federal 
Communications Commission relating to 
‘‘Protecting the Privacy of Customers of 
Broadband and Other Telecommunications 
Services’’ (Rept. 115–61). Referred to the 
House Calendar. 

Mr. CHAFFETZ: Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. H.R. 1387. A bill to 
reauthorize the Scholarships for Opportunity 
and Results Act, and for other purposes; 
(Rept. 115–62). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 1431. A 
bill to amend the Environmental Research, 
Development, and Demonstration Authoriza-
tion Act of 1978 to provide for Scientific Ad-
visory Board member qualifications, public 
participation, and for other purposes; (Rept. 
115–63). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. HUNTER (for himself and Mr. 
GARAMENDI): 

H.R. 1726. A bill to amend title 14, United 
States Code, to improve the organization of 
such title and to incorporate certain trans-
fers and modifications into such title, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself and 
Mrs. LOWEY): 

H.R. 1727. A bill to prohibit use of body- 
gripping traps by personnel of the Depart-
ment of the Interior and the Department of 
Agriculture and on lands of such depart-
ments; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committee on 
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. SIMPSON (for himself and Mr. 
LABRADOR): 

H.R. 1728. A bill to modify the boundaries 
of the Morley Nelson Snake River Birds of 
Prey National Conservation Area, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mr. BRAT (for himself and Mr. 
MOULTON): 

H.R. 1729. A bill to provide the public with 
access to the laws of the United States, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
House Administration. 

By Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee (for 
himself, Mr. KILMER, Mr. DEUTCH, 
Mr. POE of Texas, Mr. KENNEDY, and 
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS): 

H.R. 1730. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide for the protection of 
community centers with religious affili-
ation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky (for him-
self, Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. JENKINS of 
West Virginia, Mr. THOMPSON of 
Pennsylvania, and Mr. CARTWRIGHT): 

H.R. 1731. A bill to amend the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to 
provide funds to States and Indian tribes for 
the purpose of promoting economic revital-

ization, diversification, and development in 
economically distressed communities 
through the reclamation and restoration of 
land and water resources adversely affected 
by coal mining carried out before August 3, 
1977, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and in addition 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. DENT (for himself, Mr. HIMES, 
and Mr. BARLETTA): 

H.R. 1732. A bill to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to add certain synthetic sub-
stances to schedule I, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana (for her-
self and Mr. KENNEDY): 

H.R. 1733. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Energy to review and update a report on the 
energy and environmental benefits of the re- 
refining of used lubricating oil; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. YOUNG of Iowa (for himself, 
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, and Mr. BILI-
RAKIS): 

H.R. 1734. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a refundable tax 
credit against income tax for the purchase of 
qualified access technology for the blind; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BABIN: 
H.R. 1735. A bill to direct the Adminis-

trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to issue guidance regarding im-
plementation of certain buy-outs or the ac-
quisition of property for open space as a 
flood mitigation measure, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. BUCSHON (for himself, Mrs. 
BROOKS of Indiana, Mr. PETERS, and 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD): 

H.R. 1736. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to improve 
the process for inspections of device estab-
lishments and for granting export certifi-
cations; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD (for himself, Mr. 
ABRAHAM, Mr. JONES, Mr. CRAMER, 
Mr. LONG, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. ROGERS of 
Alabama, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MITCH-
ELL, Mr. PALAZZO, Mr. LUCAS, Mr. 
HURD, Mr. WOMACK, Mr. STEWART, 
Mr. GIBBS, Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, 
Mr. GOSAR, Mr. HARPER, Mr. YOHO, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. HUDSON, 
Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. BOST, 
and Ms. JENKINS of Kansas): 

H.R. 1737. A bill to amend the Water Re-
sources Reform and Development Act of 2014 
with respect to the application of the Spill 
Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure 
rule to certain farms, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure. 

By Mr. GARAMENDI: 
H.R. 1738. A bill to establish the Sac-

ramento-San Joaquin Delta National Herit-
age Area; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. LEE (for herself, Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN, Mr. POCAN, Mr. BEYER, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Ms. CLARKE of New 
York, Ms. SPEIER, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 
Mr. ELLISON, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, 
Mr. KILMER, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. ROYBAL- 

ALLARD, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. NAD-
LER, Ms. NORTON, Ms. SEWELL of Ala-
bama, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, 
Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. COHEN, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. 
PRICE of North Carolina, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. HASTINGS, and Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ): 

H.R. 1739. A bill to modernize laws and 
policies, and eliminate discrimination, with 
respect to people living with HIV/AIDS, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committees 
on Energy and Commerce, and Armed Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico (for herself, Mr. MAST, 
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. KATKO, Mr. NOR-
CROSS, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 
New York, Mr. TONKO, Mrs. MURPHY 
of Florida, Mr. EVANS, Mr. LANCE, 
Mr. VARGAS, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. 
PETERS, Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. 
SINEMA, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. 
BROWN of Maryland, Mr. FASO, Ms. 
PINGREE, Ms. TITUS, Mr. SIRES, Ms. 
ADAMS, Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. PERL-
MUTTER, and Mr. FITZPATRICK): 

H.R. 1740. A bill to allow Homeland Secu-
rity Grant Program funds to be used to safe-
guard faith-based community centers across 
the United States, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security, and 
in addition to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. MCSALLY (for herself, Mr. 
PEARCE, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Ms. 
SINEMA, Mr. GOSAR, and Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT): 

H.R. 1741. A bill to prohibit the intentional 
hindering of immigration, border, and cus-
toms controls, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MESSER: 

H.R. 1742. A bill to require the Archivist of 
the United States to compile all applica-
tions, and rescissions of applications, made 
to the Congress to call a convention, pursu-
ant to article V of the Constitution, and cer-
tain related materials, and to transmit them 
to Congress, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition 
to the Committees on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, and Rules, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. O’ROURKE (for himself and Mr. 
KHANNA): 

H.R. 1743. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to prohibit a can-
didate for election to the office or Represent-
ative in Congress or Senator from accepting 
contributions from any political committee 
other than an authorized committee of the 
candidate and from establishing a leadership 
PAC; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self, Mr. SIRES, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. 
LANCE, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. BILIRAKIS, 
Mr. MARINO, Mr. TED LIEU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 
Mr. POE of Texas, and Mr. COSTA): 
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H.R. 1744. A bill to direct the President to 

submit to Congress a report on fugitives cur-
rently residing in other countries whose ex-
tradition is sought by the United States and 
related matters; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington (for him-
self, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. MICHELLE 
LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. JAYAPAL, and Ms. 
DELBENE): 

H.R. 1745. A bill to amend the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985 to eliminate the section 251A seques-
trations; to the Committee on the Budget. 

By Mr. HASTINGS: 
H. Res. 231. A resolution celebrating the 

importance of the 15th Anniversary of the 
Arab Peace Initiative as a meaningful effort 
by Arab countries to the commitment of 
peace in the Middle East; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ROUZER: 
H. Res. 232. A resolution recognizing line-

men, the profession of linemen, the contribu-
tions of these brave men and women who 
protect public safety, and expressing support 
for the designation of April 18, 2017, as Na-
tional Lineman Appreciation Day; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. HUNTER: 
H.R. 1726. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER: 
H.R. 1727. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 
The Congress shall have Power to dispose 

of and make all needful Rules and Regula-
tions respecting the Territory or other Prop-
erty belonging to the United States; and 
nothing in this Constitution shall be so con-
strued as to Prejudice any Claims of the 
United States, or of any particular State. 

By Mr. SIMPSON: 
H.R. 1728. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact legislation is provided by Article I, 
Section 8 of the United States Constitution, 
specifically clause 1 (relating to the power of 
Congress to provide for the general welfare 
of the United States) and clause 18 (relating 
to the power to make all laws necessary and 
proper for carrying out the powers vested in 
Congress), and Article IV, section 3, clause 2 
(relating to the power of Congress to dispose 
of and make all needful rules and regulations 
respecting the territory or other property 
belonging to the United States). 

By Mr. BRAT: 
H.R. 1729. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The volumes of the United States Statutes 

at Large compile the legal acts of the gov-
ernment of the United States, including leg-
islative measures enacted pursuant to pow-
ers throughout Article I of the Constitution 
and constitutional amendments proposed 
under Article V of the Constitution. It is 

both necessary and proper (Article I, Section 
8, Clause 18) for the legal history of the 
United States to be accessible to the People 
in an accessible format on the Internet. 

By Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee: 
H.R. 1730. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article I, Section 8, the Necessary 

and Proper Clause. Congress shall have 
power to make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers and all Powers 
vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Depart-
ment or Officer thereof. 

By Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky: 
H.R. 1731. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 (General Wel-

fare) and Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 (Nec-
essary and Proper Clause) 

By Mr. DENT: 
H.R. 1732. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana: 

H.R. 1733. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. YOUNG of Iowa: 
H.R. 1734. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States 
By Mr. BABIN: 

H.R. 1735. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. BUCSHON: 
H.R. 1736. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution 
By Mr. CRAWFORD: 

H.R. 1737. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The enumerated powers listed in Article I, 

Section 8, which includes the power to ‘‘reg-
ulate commerce . . . among the several 
States . . .’’ 

By Mr. GARAMENDI: 
H.R. 1738. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 

By Ms. LEE: 
H.R. 1739. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico: 

H.R. 1740. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitution of the United States, Ar-

ticle One, Section 8, Clause 18: ‘‘The Con-
gress shall have Power . . . To make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof.’’ 

By Ms. MCSALLY: 
H.R. 1741. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: To regulate 

Commerce with foreign Nations and among 
the several States, and with the Indian 
Tribes. 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. MESSER: 
H.R. 1742. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article V of the Constitution requires Con-

gress to call a convention for proposing 
amendments to the Constitution ‘‘on the ap-
plication of the legislatures of two thirds of 
the several states.’’ In order to fulfill this 
obligation, Congress has the authority to 
enact legislation to ensure accurate record-
keeping of state applications submitted pur-
suant to Article V. 

By Mr. O’ROURKE: 
H.R. 1743. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 4 of Article I of the Constitution: 
The times, places and manner of holding 

elections for Senators and Representatives, 
shall be prescribed in each state by the legis-
lature thereof; but the Congress may at any 
time by law make or alter such regulations, 
except as to the places of choosing Senators. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H.R. 1744. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 4 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington: 
H.R. 1745. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8, clause 1, 2, 14, 18 of the 

U.S. Constitution 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 24: Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. ROSS, Mr. 
WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. GRAVES of Georgia, 
and Mr. RATCLIFFE. 

H.R. 25: Mr. BANKS of Indiana. 
H.R. 82: Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. 
H.R. 102: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 173: Mr. BACON, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Ms. 

SLAUGHTER, and Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 179: Mr. RENACCI. 
H.R. 184: Mr. RUIZ. 
H.R. 233: Mr. ELLISON and Mr. CURBELO of 

Florida. 
H.R. 257: Mr. HENSARLING. 
H.R. 314: Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee, Mr. 

LOUDERMILK, Mr. BARR, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. 
PITTENGER, Mr. FLORES, Mr. DUFFY, Mr. 
DESJARLAIS, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. DUNCAN of 
South Carolina, Mr. BARTON, Mr. MCCAUL, 
Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia, 
Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. ROE 
of Tennessee, and Mr. WESTERMAN. 

H.R. 352: Mr. GIBBS. 
H.R. 367: Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. 
H.R. 392: Mr. FASO, Mr. NEAL, and Ms. 

SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 449: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire 

and Mr. OLSON. 
H.R. 486: Mr. DESANTIS, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr. 

PERRY, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. DESJARLAIS, and 
Mr. BABIN. 
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H.R. 488: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 559: Mr. CHABOT and Mr. MCCAUL. 
H.R. 576: Mr. MESSER. 
H.R. 754: Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. BANKS of Indi-

ana, Mr. ELLISON, and Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 757: Ms. LEE. 
H.R. 772: Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 807: Mr. BUTTERFIELD. 
H.R. 816: Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 820: Mr. KENNEDY and Mr. TED LIEU of 

California. 
H.R. 828: Mr. ROE of Tennessee. 
H.R. 873: Mr. NEAL and Ms. ROSEN. 
H.R. 877: Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. MAST, Ms. 

BROWNLEY of California, and Mr. YOUNG of 
Iowa. 

H.R. 904: Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr. POCAN, Ms. 
KAPTUR, Mr. CORREA, and Mr. DESAULNIER. 

H.R. 911: Mr. PETERS. 
H.R. 920: Mr. RASKIN, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. 

JEFFRIES, Mr. CUMMINGS, and Mr. YARMUTH. 
H.R. 921: Mr. RASKIN, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. 

JEFFRIES, Mr. AGUILAR, and Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 931: Mr. TAKANO, Mr. TAYLOR, Ms. 

ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. CARBAJAL, and Mrs. 
LOVE. 

H.R. 960: Mr. PAULSEN. 
H.R. 1007: Mr. CARSON of Indiana. 
H.R. 1017: Mr. ELLISON. 
H.R. 1031: Mr. ROKITA. 
H.R. 1046: Ms. BROWNLEY of California. 
H.R. 1049: Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 1057: Mr. HIMES and Mr. RUSSELL. 
H.R. 1069: Mr. SMITH of Washington and Ms. 

JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 1098: Mr. KING of New York and Mr. 

ROSS. 
H.R. 1119: Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1135: Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 1136: Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr. BACON, and Mr. 

PETERSON. 
H.R. 1158: Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. 

LOWENTHAL, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, and 
Mr. COURTNEY. 

H.R. 1175: Mr. ARRINGTON. 
H.R. 1206: Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 1241: Mr. RYAN of Ohio. 
H.R. 1242: Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Mr. 

NADLER, and Mrs. LAWRENCE. 

H.R. 1267: Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. MICHAEL F. 
DOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. PERLMUTTER, 
and Mrs. TORRES. 

H.R. 1311: Mr. BUCK, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, 
Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. DUFFY, Mr. 
YOUNG of Iowa, Mr. NOLAN, Mr. MOOLENAAR, 
Mr. MARSHALL, and Mr. BACON. 

H.R. 1380: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 
H.R. 1381: Mr. ARRINGTON. 
H.R. 1384: Mr. KIND, Mr. WOMACK, Mr. PA-

NETTA, Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Mr. BANKS of 
Indiana, Mr. MAST, and Mr. BRIDENSTINE. 

H.R. 1409: Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 1419: Mr. MCKINLEY. 
H.R. 1436: Mr. GARRETT. 
H.R. 1439: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 1440: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 1444: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. 
H.R. 1456: Mr. SOTO, Ms. WASSERMAN 

SCHULTZ, Mr. KILMER, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. CÁRDENAS. 

H.R. 1503: Mr. RUSH, Mr. WALZ, and Mr. 
BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 

H.R. 1551: Mr. LOUDERMILK. 
H.R. 1552: Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. CHABOT, 

Mr. CARTER of Texas, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr. 
ARRINGTON, and Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH. 

H.R. 1555: Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee and Mr. 
O’ROURKE. 

H.R. 1613: Mr. COMER. 
H.R. 1626: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 1627: Mr. MESSER, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. 

GIBBS, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, 
Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. WESTERMAN, and Mr. 
POLIQUIN. 

H.R. 1635: Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. ALLEN, and 
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. 

H.R. 1644: Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. BERA, and 
Mr. ABRAHAM. 

H.R. 1661: Mrs . WALORSKI. 
H.R. 1673: Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. 
H.R. 1697: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, Mr. SMITH of 

Texas, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. O’HALLERAN, Mrs. 
LOWEY, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. ROKITA, Mr. 
ENGEL, Mr. DEUTCH, and Mr. STIVERS. 

H.R. 1698: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. DEUTCH, 
Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. NADLER, Ms. 
TITUS, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. 

SMITH of Texas, Mr. SIRES, Mrs. LOWEY, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. BRADY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mrs. WALORSKI, and Mr. SESSIONS. 

H.J. Res. 6: Mr. LAHOOD. 
H.J. Res. 59: Mr. MCCAUL. 
H. Con. Res. 4: Ms. WILSON of Florida. 
H. Con. Res. 10: Mr. NUNES. 
H. Con. Res. 13: Mr. BYRNE. 
H. Con. Res. 28: Mr. YODER. 
H. Res. 31: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire, 

Mr. PAYNE, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Mr. 
CÁRDENAS. 

H. Res. 54: Mr. MEEKS, Mr. DEUTCH, and Mr. 
ROYCE of California. 

H. Res. 184: Mr. DEUTCH, Ms. BASS, Ms. 
KUSTER of New Hampshire, Mr. BISHOP of 
Georgia, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. HIGGINS of New 
York, Mr. KILDEE, and Miss RICE of New 
York. 

H. Res. 186: Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. 
JAYAPAL, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. DESAULNIER, 
Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. KEATING, Ms. SLAUGH-
TER, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico, Mr. CLAY, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 
DELANEY, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
LOEBSACK, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, 
Mr. MCEACHIN, and Mr. COURTNEY. 

H. Res. 188: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania and 
Mr. WEBER of Texas. 

H. Res. 218: Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr. COHEN, Mr. 
BILIRAKIS, and Mr. FARENTHOLD. 

H. Res. 220: Mr. SHERMAN. 

f 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows: 

H.R. 1695: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
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