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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on March 
27, 2017, I was absent from the House and 
missed roll call votes 195 through 196. 

Had I been present for roll call 195, a vote 
on H.R. 1117, a measure to require the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to submit a report regarding cer-
tain plans regarding assistance to applicants 
and grantees during the response to an emer-
gency or disaster, I would have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

Had I been present for roll call 196, a vote 
on H.R. 654, The Pacific Northwest Earth-
quake Preparedness Act of 2017, I would 
have voted ‘‘Aye.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, due to a per-
sonal matter, I missed the following votes on 
Monday, March 27, 2017: 

Roll Call Vote No. 195: To require the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to submit a report regarding cer-
tain plans regarding assistance to applicants 
and grantees during the response to an emer-
gency or disaster. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘YEA’’. 

Roll Call Vote No. 196: Pacific Northwest 
Earthquake Preparedness Act. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘YEA’’. 

f 

IN HONOR OF WALTER HARRISON 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today with the entire Connecticut delega-
tion to recognize a dedicated leader, re-
spected academic, and a dear friend, Walter 
Harrison, on his retirement as the President of 
the University of Hartford. His retirement 
marks the end of 19 years of an incredibly 
successful term as President and the end of 
an era at the University. 

A graduate of Trinity College in Hartford, 
Walt began his career of service and experi-
ence in higher education, receiving his Mas-
ters from the University of Michigan and went 
on to serve for three years as an officer in the 
U.S. Air Force. He then completed a doctorate 
at the University of California-Davis and 
worked in the administrations of Colorado Col-
lege and the University of Michigan before 
joining the University of Hartford. 

Walter Harrison played a critical role in revi-
talizing the University of Hartford after he be-
came President in 1998. Under his guidance, 
the University increased and diversified its en-
rollment, financial stability and academic per-
formance. During the time that Mr. Harrison 
served as President, the University of Hartford 
renovated dorms, dining halls and athletic fa-
cilities to completely change and modernize 
the campus. New undergraduate and graduate 
academic programs were added in science, 
technology and the fine arts. Undergraduate 
enrollment increased by 20 percent. His gen-
uine affinity for students and his authentic con-
cern were evident every time I walked the 
campus with him. 

Walter has also been an engaged leader for 
the city of Hartford. He serves on multiple 
boards in the area including on the boards of 
Saint Francis Hospital and the MetroHartford 
Alliance. He is one of the founders of the Con-
necticut Science Center and a past president 
of Hartford Stage. Walter made engagement 
with the city a priority of his tenure, and was 
involved in the effort to incorporate Hartford 
public schools into the campus of the Univer-
sity, resulting in the University of Hartford 
Magnet School and the University High School 
of Science and Engineering. Walter also 
played a key role in reforming the NCAA and 
was recognized by his peers for his out-
standing leadership. 

What I admire most about Walt is the easy 
manner and grace in which he engages stu-
dents, faculty, and the greater community the 
University serves. His humanity and well- 
rounded nature makes him a man for all sea-
sons: cultured, passionate, affable, and witty, 
truly a Renaissance man. He is just as com-
fortable at Augie and Rays as he is at Hartford 
Stage; talking sports, politics, or theater. I 
have valued our friendship, admired his lead-
ership and academic acumen, and consider 
myself a better person having benefitted from 
our relationship and his wisdom. 

Walt will be truly missed at the University of 
Hartford. His vision and leadership have 
shaped the University into the institution it is 
today, and I am proud to call him a friend. The 
word retirement doesn’t become him; he is too 
committed and essential to the heartbeat of 
life to retire. He will simply engage. The entire 
CT delegation joins in thanking him for his 
service to the University and the city of Hart-
ford. 

To paraphrase George Barnard Shaw, Walt 
has been a splendid torch that has burned 
brightly for the University and now he is hand-
ing it off to the next generation. 

f 

HONORING THE VICTIMS OF 
WAUSAU-AREA TRAGEDY 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, it’s with a heavy 
heart that I rise today to recognize the loss of 

four members of our greater Wausau commu-
nity. It was last week that four lives were 
taken from us all too early. 

Karen Barclay was warm and caring to ev-
eryone around her. At Marathon Savings 
Bank, she made sure that no child left the 
bank without a lollipop. 

Dianne Look, known as ‘Dee-Dee,’ cele-
brated her 25th wedding anniversary last 
month. Dianne loved to make jewelry; raising 
money for the American Cancer Society. 

Sara Quirt-Sann had an infectious laugh 
and ran her own law practice. She proudly 
served as a Guardian ad Litem for kids in our 
community. 

We also lost Detective Jason Weiland of the 
Everest Metro Police Department, who was 
killed in the line of duty. Serving 18 years in 
what was described as his ‘dream job,’ Detec-
tive Weiland wore the Everest Metro PD uni-
form because he wanted to protect people and 
keep his community safe. 

On behalf of this institution, I rise to extend 
my deepest regrets to their families—the 
mothers and fathers, husbands, wives, and 
children who no longer have a special mem-
ber in their homes. 

f 

HONORING EARLINE WRIGHT-HART 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, Ms. Earline Wright-Hart was born in Rural 
Holmes County, one of six (6) children, born 
to the union of Willie and Claudia Mae Wright. 
Married to James Zachary Hart, 4 children, 3 
sons: James, Ryan, Lamont & 1 daughter: 
Jamie Wright-Hart and a new ‘‘Grand Nana’’ 
to Hailey Kimbrough Jordan. 

Ms. Earline Wright-Hart is a member of the 
Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church, Choir 
Member and a Trustee. She was also a grad-
uate of Saint Academy, Holmes Junior College 
and MS State University and graduated on 
July 22, 2010 from Michigan State Univer-
sity—School of Criminal Justice/Judicial Ad-
ministration Program. 

Ms. Earline Wright-Hart was elected Circuit 
Clerk of Holmes County in November, 1991 
and she still serves Holmes County in this ca-
pacity as well as presently serving on the 
Statewide Election Management System 
Focus Group with Mississippi Secretary of 
State, Delbert Hoseman. 

Some of Ms. Wright-Hart’s accomplishments 
are: 

1. Served as Vice-Legislative Chair for the 
MS Circuit Clerk’s Assoc., 1996 through 1997 

2. Appointed Secretary of the MS Circuit 
Clerk’s Association in July, 1999 

3. Nominated Professional of the Year by 
Holmes County Chamber of Commerce in 
April, 2001 

4. Served as President of the Mississippi 
Circuit Clerk’s Association in 2002–2003 
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5. Named in Empire Who’s Who Registry of 

Executives & Professionals in 2003–2004 
6. Appointed by Secretary of State, Eric 

Clark, Pilot Circuit Clerk for State/Saber 
Project in January, 2005 for the Statewide 
Election Management System 

7. Parent of the Year in 2004–2005 at 
Holmes County School District 

8. Appointed Program Evaluator for the 21st 
Judicial District Adult Drug/DUI Court in Janu-
ary, 2006 

9. Certified Level 1 firefighter—MS State 
Fire Academy in May, 2006 

10. Named Who’s Who Among Professional 
Female Executives in 2008–2009 

11. Received the Dr. Arenia C. Mallory 
Women History Award at St. Paul African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Madison MS in 
March, 2009 

12. Received Accountable Public Officials 
Award by Southern Echo, Inc. in December, 
2010. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Earline Wright-Hart for her 
dedication to serving others and giving back to 
the African American community. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DALE HARLEY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, South Carolina lost a dedicated public 
servant with the passing of West Columbia 
City Councilman Dale Harley. Pastor Michael 
Hood lovingly conducted a Service of Death 
and Resurrection on Sunday, March 26, 2017, 
at Platt Springs United Methodist Church in 
Springdale with organist Sherri Cafaro and so-
loist Jason Barrs. Pallbearers were Ben 
Breland, Michael Faulling, Peter Fisher, Dana 
Harley, Kevin Harley, Chuck Haseldon, Paul 
Rish, Kent Safriet, Van Safriet, Chris Threatt, 
and Jeff Threatt. Honorary Pallbearers were 
the West Columbia City Council members and 
the Joint Municipal Water and Sewer Commis-
sion. Thompson Funeral Home of Lexington 
thoughtfully coordinated services. 

The following thoughtful obituary was in-
cluded in the service program: 

Leonard Dale Harley, Sr., 76, of West Co-
lumbia, SC, passed away Thursday, March 23, 
2017. He was born in West Columbia, SC, to 
the late James ‘‘Alburn’’ and Leola Spires 
Harley. 

Dale was a longtime member of Platt 
Springs UMC, where he once was very in-
volved with the youth group and Boy Scouts. 
He was a member of the West Columbia City 
Council and a member of the Joint Munic-
ipal Water & Sewer Commission. He was a 
family man that loved spending time with 
his family, friends and pets. He will be 
missed by many. 

Dale is survived by his loving wife of 55 
years Sandy; his daughters, Lynn (Jim) 
Asbill of Anderson, SC and Kim (Kim) Harley 
of West Columbia; and son, Lee (Erika) Har-
ley of Lexington. He also leaves behind his 
two grandchildren, Nathan and Auburn; his 
sisters, Sarah (Bill) Geddings, and Jean 
Threatt; brother, James Mello (Sherrell) 
Harley; and many nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his sisters, Frances 
Maxine Hamilton and Dorothy Joyce 
Faulling. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN YODER 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I was not present 
on March 27, 2017 due to the death of my 
105 year old Grandmother, Edna Yoder. Had 
I been present, I would have voted Yea on 
Roll Call vote Number 195. On Roll Call Num-
ber 196, I would have voted Yea. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD 
BOALS 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an Arizona business leader, health 
care advocate, and dedicated community serv-
ant, Richard Boals. Mr. Boals has served as 
the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona since 2003, 
providing strategic leadership and vision for 
the company through critical times of change 
and transition in the industry. 

As a long-time advocate, Mr. Boals is active 
in the community and has been involved with 
countless professional and local organizations. 
His focus and dedication are aimed at youth 
and education, health, wellness and human 
services, economic and civic development, 
and arts and culture. 

Mr. Boals is on the board of directors for Ar-
izona Commerce Authority, Greater Phoenix 
Leadership, Arizona State University W.P. 
Carey School of Business Center for Services 
Leadership, Arizona State University Presi-
dent’s Club, Arizona State University Dean’s 
Council of 100, and the Maricopa Community 
Colleges Foundation. He is a member of the 
Translational Genomics Research Institute’s 
board of directors, Arizona Educational Foun-
dation’s advisory board, and the Phoenix Po-
lice Reserve Foundation board of directors. He 
is chairman of the board of directors for 
TriWest Healthcare and O’Connor House. 

As a community and business leader, Mr. 
Boals has been honored with several awards: 
the ASU Alumni Leadership Award, the Mari-
copa Community Colleges Foundation’s He-
roes of Education Award, the Victoria Founda-
tion’s Advocates for Education Award, the 
American Jewish Committee’s National 
Human Relations and Centennial Leadership 
Awards, the Anti-Defamation League’s Jerry J. 
Wisotsky Torch of Liberty Award, the Greater 
Phoenix Urban League’s Whitney M. Young, 
Jr. Individual Award, the Marine Corps Schol-
arship Foundation’s Globe and Anchor Award, 
and the Phoenix Business Journal’s Silver An-
niversary Honor Roll Award. 

Mr. Boals received his associate’s degree 
from Phoenix College and bachelor’s degree 
in accounting from Arizona State University. 
He has completed executive development 
courses at Fuqua School of Business at Duke 
University, Haas School of Business at the 
University of California, Harvard University and 
University of Michigan. Mr. Boals served four 
years in the United States Air Force before 
beginning his career at BCBSAZ. 

I congratulate Richard on an incredible ca-
reer in the service of a healthier Arizona. I 
wish him and his wife Maryglenn a healthy 
and happy retirement filled with friends, family, 
and adventure. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
roll call votes 195 and 196 Monday, March 27, 
2017. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘Yea’’ on roll call votes 195 and 196. 

f 

HONORING DWIGHT A. BARFIELD 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an extraordinary Black 
History honoree, Mr. Dwight A. Barfield. 

Dwight A. Barfield was born to a prominent 
Civil Rights Activist and Vice Mayor of Marks, 
MS, the Late James Figgs Barfield and Eloise 
Barfield of Marks, MS. As a child, he was de-
termined to be a distinguished follower of his 
father. 

Webster’s dictionary delineates success as 
‘‘the attainment of wealth, favor and emi-
nence.’’ It is an apt definition, but only a partial 
one. What is missing is the kind of success 
that can only be measured in terms of self-ful-
fillment. At the young age of twenty-one and 
with the collaboration of young and old sup-
porters and influential African Americans, 
Dwight Anthony Barfield was successful in his 
bid of becoming the youngest Mayor of Marks, 
Mississippi and the youngest elected official in 
Quitman County on June 3, 1993. 

During his tenure as mayor (Three Con-
secutive Terms from June 1993 through June 
2005), Dwight earned a reputation of being a 
coalition-builder, managing to keep the City of 
Marks Board of Alderman and the Quitman 
County Supervisors together. Under his signa-
ture leadership, the citizens and the business 
community thrived and flourished. He 
partnered with the Casino industry, (namely, 
Grand Casino) to provide city and county citi-
zen’s jobs. He brought business such as 
McDonald’s, Family Dollar, BFI Waste Man-
agement to name a few. 

He has continued to exude unprecedented 
willingness to do whatever it takes to keep the 
community abreast of the positives and nega-
tives. He is recognized amongst his family, his 
community, and his colleagues as a man of in-
tegrity, service, compassion, and outstanding 
spirit. He attended the historic church where 
Dr. Martin Luther King spoke on behalf of the 
‘‘Poor People Campaign that started in the 
1968.’’ 

He is a dedicated and devoted member of 
Silent Grove Missionary Baptist Church, Marks 
MS where he serves as the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees and as Deacon. 

He continues to be an activist in his commu-
nity while ensuring that elected officials are 
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held accountable for their actions to the citi-
zens of Quitman County. 

He has served on various committees and 
is a member of numerous organizations to in-
clude, but not limited to the following: 

1. Currently served as Vice President of 
Mid-State Opportunity, Inc. 

2. Served as Male Mentor, After-School 
Peer Tutoring Program for Disadvantaged 
Youth 

3. Past President of the Mississippi Con-
ference of Black Mayors 

4. Past Board Member of the National Con-
ference of Black Mayors 

5. Past Board Member and Director of the 
U.S. World Conference of Mayors 

6. Member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. 

7. Delegate and Traveled abroad to Africa 
(Nigeria, Ghana and Senegal) to promote De-
mocracy and World Peace. 

8. Members of Masonic Lodge Number 315 
of Crowder, MS 

9. Founder and Former Scoutmaster of Boy 
Scout Troop Number 306 

Dwight A. Barfield’s leadership, dedication, 
remarkable acts of courage, perseverance, 
tireless service to all mankind and passion to 
make a difference in his community, makes 
him an outstanding community activist. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Community Activist and Former 
Mayor, Dwight Anthony Barfield for his dedica-
tion to serving this City, County and State. 

f 

HOLY SEE ARTICLES 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to share with my col-
leagues several more articles that I have writ-
ten over the years regarding the Holy See. As 
a Member of the Europe, Eurasia, and Emerg-
ing Threats Subcommittee on Foreign Affairs, 
these pieces serve to outline and inform dis-
cussions that our Committee will cover in the 
115th Congress. 

U.S. MUST EMBRACE HOLY SEE 
The past few years have seen cordial but 

cooling relations between the United States 
and the Vatican. Since President Obama 
took office, he has visited the Vatican just 
once, and the administration has dem-
onstrated little more than a perfunctory in-
terest in the Holy See’s diplomatic role in 
the world. This is a lost opportunity at a 
critical time for America. U.S. foreign policy 
has much to gain from its relationship with 
the Holy See, the governing body of the 
Catholic Church. No institution on earth has 
both the international stature and the global 
reach of the Holy See—the ‘‘soft power’’ of 
moral influence and authority to promote re-
ligious freedom, human liberties, and related 
values that Americans and our allies uphold 
worldwide. 

President Reagan established full diplo-
matic relations with the Holy See in 1984 be-
cause, among other reasons, he realized that 
he could have no better partner than Pope 
John Paul II in the fight against com-
munism—and he was right. The administra-
tion of George W. Bush continued to expand 
these relations, even in difficult times while 
engaged in a conflict in Iraq of which the 
Holy See had strongly and vocally dis-

approved. Before President Obama’s recent 
appointment of Ken Hackett as the next U.S. 
ambassador to the Holy See, there was grow-
ing speculation that the administration was 
considering completely eliminating the dip-
lomatic mission, or reducing it to an append-
age of the Embassy in Rome. While the 
Obama administration has been in conflict 
with the Catholic Church on a range of 
issues from abortion to contraception, it is 
clearly in America’s national interests to 
strengthen diplomatic ties with the Holy See 
to advance our interests around the world. 

The United States and the Holy See re-
main two of the most significant institutions 
in world history, one a beacon of democracy 
and progress, the other a sanctum of faith 
and allegiance to timeless principles. Despite 
these differences between the first modern 
democracy and the longest surviving West-
ern monarchy, both were founded on the idea 
that ‘‘human persons’’ possess inalienable 
natural rights granted by God. This had been 
a revolutionary concept when the Catholic 
Church embraced it 2,000 years ago, and was 
equally revolutionary when the Declaration 
of Independence stated it 1,800 years later. 

The Church is one of the leading advocates 
and providers for the poor in the world, 
fights against the scourge of human traf-
ficking, and advances the cause of human 
dignity and rights more than any other orga-
nization in the world. The Holy See also 
plays a significant role in pursuing diplo-
matic solutions to international predica-
ments. In 2007, for example, the Holy See 
helped secure the release of several British 
sailors who had been picked up by the Ira-
nian navy. Its long-standing bilateral rela-
tions with Iran and the lack of such rela-
tions by the British and other western gov-
ernments created an opportunity for success-
ful intervention. 

And more recently, the Holy See issued its 
diplomatic note concerning the civil war in 
Syria, calling for a ‘‘concept of citizenship’’ 
in which everyone is a citizen with equal dig-
nity. It is urging the commissions which are 
working on a possible future constitution 
and laws to ensure that Christians and rep-
resentatives of all other minorities be in-
volved. This immediately helped place a 
spotlight on the plight of Christians and the 
ongoing exodus of all non-Muslims from 
most Middle East countries for the last 30 
years. The power and influence of the Holy 
See is often underestimated. A benevolent 
monarchy tucked into a corner of a modern 
democracy, the Holy See is at once a univer-
sally recognized sovereign representing more 
than a billion people (one-seventh of the 
world’s population)—and the civil govern-
ment of the smallest nation-state on earth. 
It has no military and only a negligible econ-
omy, but it has greater reach and influence 
than most nations. It’s not simply the num-
ber or variety of people that the Holy See 
represents that gives it relevance; it’s also 
the moral influence of the Church, which is 
still considerable despite secularization and 
scandals. 

The Holy See advocates powerfully for mo-
rality in the lives of both Catholics and non- 
Catholics, and in both individuals and na-
tions. One may disagree with some of the 
Church’s positions and yet still recognize the 
value—the real and practical value—of its in-
sistence that ‘‘right’’ should precede 
‘‘might’’ in world affairs. At its core, the 
Catholic Church is a powerful and unique 
source of non-coercive ‘‘soft power’’ on the 
world stage—it moves people to do the right 
thing by appealing to ideals and shared val-
ues, rather than to fear and brute force. 
America’s foreign policy is much more likely 
to succeed with the support of the Holy See. 

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani recently 
gave a nod to this soft power in his Wash-

ington Post op-ed when he decried the 
‘‘framework that has emphasized hard power 
and the use of brute force.’’ One can specu-
late on the motivations and intentions of 
such an unlikely source, but at least there is 
an admission of the importance of diplo-
matic alternatives which are based on per-
suasive fundamental principles. 

No two sovereigns are more naturally 
aligned than the United States and the Holy 
See in the pursuit of diplomacy founded on 
the core moral principles of the inalienable 
rights of man, his essential God-granted 
human dignity, and the right of all to reli-
gious freedom. This is rightly called the 
‘‘first freedom’’ because our other freedoms 
seldom flourish in its absence. 

REFLECTING ON THE LIFE OF ARCHBISHOP 
PIETRO SAMBI, DIPLOMAT OF THE HOLY SEE 
The death of Archbishop Pietro Sambi, 

Papal Nuncio to the United States for the 
last five years, is a great loss for the diplo-
matic community in Washington, D.C. and 
for the world. A veteran diplomat with many 
years experience in Israel and Palestine, 
Archbishop Sambi brought a depth of knowl-
edge and personal credibility to the diplo-
macy of the Holy See which will be greatly 
missed. 

Prior to his posting in Washington, Arch-
bishop Sambi was stationed in Cuba, Nica-
ragua, Belgium and India. As papal rep-
resentative to Israel and Palestine from 1998 
until 2005, he was instrumental in the plan-
ning and execution of the Holy Land visit of 
Pope John Paul II in 2000 and was deeply in-
volved in the Holy See’s diplomacy during 
the 2006 Lebanon war, where the traditional 
power sharing coalition was challenged by 
the presence of Hezbollah. His personal credi-
bility was important during this war in mo-
bilizing the Christian coalition there. 

His Cuba and Nicaragua experience was im-
portant in his understanding of the chal-
lenges the United States faces in these coun-
tries and in expressing the Holy See’s goals 
for religious freedom and pursuance of the 
democratic process there. He was Nuncio in 
Nicaragua as the Sandinista revolution took 
control of the country and challenged church 
authority and democratic institutions there. 
He was involved in planning Pope John Paul 
II’s 1983 visit wherein the Pope challenged 
Daniel Ortega and his government. 

While Archbishop Sambi was in Cuba in an 
earlier time, from 1974–1979, his efforts in 
working with the local church were valuable 
in keeping the goals of freedom and toler-
ance alive. The recent release of the last of 
the March 2003 political prisoners in Cuba by 
the Castro government exemplifies the valu-
able contributions of Holy See diplomacy, 
the result of many leaders like Archbishop 
Sambi. 

He was, in short, a most qualified diplomat 
and a man whose warmth reminded many of-
ficials of the first apostolic pro-nuncio to the 
United states, Cardinal Pio Laghi. 

In meetings with him I realized his keen 
understanding of the unique role of religion 
and faith in the United States as protected 
by the First Amendment. He realized, like 
his predecessor Archbishop Pio Laghi, that 
the American experiment of the First 
Amendment has much to offer the world. 

Though it is only natural for a prominent 
priest to proclaim the importance of reli-
gious freedom and its importance in sus-
taining civil society, Sambi was also an ear-
nest proponent of the freedoms of speech and 
press. He warmly received journalists in an 
effort to connect with an American audience 
that went beyond the capital beltway region 
and daily withstood anti-Catholic protestors 
picketing just outside his office. In times of 
crisis within the Church and without, he res-
olutely defended the goodness that religion 
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offers the world—peace, justice, love, and 
true individual freedom. 

Many times he made a point of explaining 
that the foundation of the diplomatic mis-
sion of the Holy See is rooted squarely in the 
pursuits of freedom, tolerance and the pro-
tection of human dignity. The ‘‘soft power’’ 
of moral rectitude and persuasion is what 
drove the Archbishop in his work. 

His death last Friday following a serious 
lung operation at Johns Hopkins Hospital is 
a time for reflection on the twenty-seven 
years of official recognition between the U.S. 
government and the Holy See in Vatican 
City. In that short period, the bilateral rela-
tionship has flourished into a deep commit-
ment. Together, the world’s most influential 
state and the world’s smallest sovereign 
state combine to address serious problems 
like human trafficking, extremist violence 
and religious intolerance. 

As I mourn the loss of my friend, laid to 
rest in his hometown of Sogliano al 
Rubicone, Italy, I am thankful for his wit-
ness and example, and also have to pause and 
reflect on the moral leadership of the United 
States around the world, which Archbishop 
Sambi so deeply appreciated and valued. 

POPE FRANCIS’ FIRST VISIT TO U.S. PROVIDES 
HISTORIC OPPORTUNITY 

Pope Francis’ highly anticipated visit to 
the United States offers an opportunity to 
advance our understanding of the significant 
role that the pope and the Holy See play in 
world affairs. And just as important, the 
Papal Visit will afford Pope Francis a 
glimpse at the fundamental values at work 
in the United States—providing a unique oc-
casion to inform his views on crucial eco-
nomic, human rights, and environmental 
issues. Pope Francis has never visited the 
United States, so there is a historic oppor-
tunity to demonstrate how American values 
can help resolve many vexing global prob-
lems. 

The pope will break new ground in address-
ing the Joint Session of Congress. By re-
sponding to Speaker Boehner’s historic invi-
tation, Pope Francis will engage with the 
Congress as no pope has previously, rein-
forcing his role as a global leader and draw-
ing unprecedented public attention to his 
major diplomatic themes and objectives. 

Thus far in his papacy Pope Francis has 
laid out several important priorities which 
might surface in his address and broader 
visit to the United States. 

From the beginning, the pope has made a 
priority to highlight the global challenge of 
migration and the ensuing deprivation of 
basic human needs of people displaced from 
their homes. The lesson of his first papal 
trip, to Lampedusa, resonates today with the 
increase in refugees from Syria and Africa. 
He urged the world to ‘‘oppose the 
globalization of indifference’’ to the plight of 
these people. 

Recently, in his encyclical Laudate Si, 
Pope Francis used forceful language to call 
attention to environmental degradation and, 
somewhat controversially, linked consump-
tion and waste in industrialized countries 
with poverty and lack of opportunity in the 
emerging world. 

One success of this visit could be that the 
pope sees in the United States a people who 
also care for their environment yet offer 
practical solutions to reduce pollution like 
nurturing the use of cleaner fuels, deploying 
advanced technologies and supporting alter-
native energy sources throughout the world. 

Another aspect of Pope Francis’ diplomatic 
outreach has been criticism of capitalism as 
abusive and insensitive to the poor and the 
disadvantaged. In many respects what the 
pope has expressed is consistent with his-
toric Catholic social teaching, descending 

from Rerum Novarum and Pope Leo XIII, but 
he has brought a different tone and diction 
to the discussion of political economy. 

This may be the greatest result of the 
papal visit—if Pope Francis experiences 
something different in the United States, 
distinct from his experience in Latin Amer-
ica. In Argentina, broad-based corruption 
and crony capitalism dominate; oligarchic 
businesses feed off of the state and provide 
little to their workers. Many parts of Latin 
America, the pope’s basis of perspective, 
have significant inequality of wealth, abu-
sive governments and abridged freedoms. 
The opportunity to rise up and achieve one’s 
God-given talents is circumscribed. 

Our challenge during his short time in the 
United States is to draw his attention to the 
fundamental American values of economic 
and personal liberty. This unique combina-
tion of religious and personal freedom, as 
Alexis de Tocqueville foresaw in the early 
19th century, created an engine for pros-
perity of its citizens unlike any previous 
governmental experiment. 

The itinerary of Pope Francis’ visit to the 
United States represents the quintessential 
new world experience; Washington DC, the 
epicenter of political power in the United 
States and derivatively in the world. Next he 
will travel to New York, the locus of finan-
cial power and influence in the world, and 
the home of the United Nations, the ulti-
mate gathering place of all nations. Finally, 
Pope Francis will stop in Philadelphia, 
where American democracy began. Hopefully 
Pope Francis will depart the United States 
with a heartfelt understanding of the good 
that can result when political and economic 
institutions foster individual liberty and 
freedom. 

Likewise, if the attention the pope draws 
from the citizens of the United States serves 
to increase their understanding of where he 
comes from and what he seeks to accom-
plish, another important goal will have been 
achieved—enhanced appreciation for the im-
portant and constructive role the papacy and 
the Holy See play in the world today, in the 
diplomatic engagement among states as well 
as in Catholic theology. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF GARY L. JANACEK 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the retirement of Gary L. 
Janacek, CEO of Scott & White Employees 
Credit Union. This esteemed and valued cit-
izen of the Temple, Texas area has made real 
and lasting impacts on his community and set 
a high standard of excellence in his profes-
sion. 

Gary truly embodied the Credit Union’s slo-
gan, ‘‘people helping people,’’ throughout his 
career and in all aspects of life. Throughout 
his nearly fifty years of service, Gary’s work 
has been vital in helping the Credit Union suc-
ceed in serving their communities and achiev-
ing their goals. 

When formally announcing his retirement to 
the board of directors and staff last summer, 
Gary said, ‘‘It’s been a distinct privilege and 
honor to serve our members for the past 39 
years. I have been richly blessed with a vi-
sionary board of directors and dedicated staff 
in serving the needs of our membership.’’ That 
Gary chose to salute those around him rather 

than himself comes as no surprise to those 
who’ve been able to work alongside this ex-
ceptional leader. 

Gary’s work hasn’t gone unnoticed. He 
served in numerous leadership positions within 
the state and national credit union movement. 
In September of 2003, Texas Governor Rick 
Perry appointed Gary to serve on the Texas 
Credit Union Commission. He was soon cho-
sen to Chair this commission’s important work. 
In 2015, Gary was inducted into the Credit 
Union House Hall of Leaders. His work posi-
tively impacted countless people across Texas 
and nationwide. 

Retirement is to be celebrated and enjoyed. 
It is not the end of a career, but rather the be-
ginning of a new adventure. I heartily salute 
Gary Janacek’s work and contributions to his 
community. I’m sure I echo the thoughts of all 
when I wish him the best in both his retire-
ment and all his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LATE MR. PERCY 
STROTHERS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a community servant 
and entrepreneur, the late Mr. Percy Strothers, 
who has shown what can be done through te-
nacity, dedication and a desire to serve his 
community. 

Mr. Percy Strothers was born on June 7, 
1925 in Natchez, MS to the late Emanuel 
Strothers and Charity Piggs. 

In 1943, after finishing high school Percy 
joined the Army at the age of 17, where he 
served for 3 years. As a World War II Veteran, 
his tenure included the United States of Amer-
ica, England, Normandy, Northern France, 
Rhineland, and Central Europe. He received 
the ATO-Medal, EAMETO-Medal, GOOD 
CONDUCT Medal, and the World War II Vic-
tory Medal. 

He married the former Carolyn Sue Webster 
on October 30, 1966 and to this union two 
wonderful children were born. Percy remained 
a faithful husband to Carolyn for 50 years. 

After returning from the Army, Mr. Strothers 
opened the first black owned Taxi Cab busi-
ness in Vicksburg MS, which he operated for 
27 years. He also worked for Shell Oil Co. for 
11 years. Percy later worked for the United 
States Postal Service as a Letter Carrier for 
27 years and Mail Supervisor for 1 year before 
retiring in 1990. 

Mr. Strothers served his community well. He 
enjoyed serving his community as a Local His-
torian and Legendary community activist. 
Percy was affiliated with the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers, NAACP (National Asso-
ciation of Advancement of Colored People), 
American Legion Tyner-Ford Post 213 and the 
Esquire Club of Vicksburg. He served as past 
President of Vicksburg Letter Carriers Union 
Branch 94, past Chairman for the State of MS 
Letter Carriers Sons and Daughters Scholar-
ship Committee. Percy received a Proclama-
tion from Mayor Robert Walker designating 
November 30th as Percy Strothers Day. Percy 
was instrumental in the development of the 1st 
Black Subdivision (Melinda Robinson Subdivi-
sion) where he served as chairperson of the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:31 Mar 29, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A28MR8.007 E28MRPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E401 March 28, 2017 
development. In honor of his hard work and 
dedication the street in the neighborhood 
bares his name. 

Percy joined Jackson Street Missionary 
Baptist Church in 1956 where he remained a 
faithful and dedicated member of the church. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Percy Strothers for his dedi-
cation and loyalty to Vicksburg, Mississippi 
and his desire to always strive for more. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TED OGLESBY 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the life of longtime 
Gainesville journalist Ted Oglesby, who 
served his country and our hometown through-
out most of his 84 years. 

Mr. Oglesby arrived in Gainesville, GA in 
1958 out of the Air Force Reserves and began 
working for WDUN radio, a well-known station 
in northeast Georgia. He soon left to become 
sole owner and chief editor at the Gainesville 
Tribune. 

In 1968, he returned to military service and 
spent a year in Vietnam. During this time, Ted 
contributed to many missions that led him 
across the globe. He retired in 1981 as a 
Colonel in the Air Force, having received a 
Bronze Star for his meritorious service to our 
nation. 

After returning to civilian life in Gainesville, 
Mr. Oglesby again took up the pen and pad as 
a reporter. His work in politics earned him 
many Georgia Press Awards, and he retired 
as the Editorial Editor of the Gainesville 
Times. 

As the founder and longest serving chair-
man of the Small Business Development Cen-
ter, Mr. Oglesby was well respected through-
out his community. He hosted a Travel Club 
for the Georgia Retired Teachers association 
and served as a Life Deacon at Lakewood 
Baptist Church. He was honored by the 
Gainesville Kiwanis and was presented the 
Hixson Award for his outstanding community 
service, which spanned five decades. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize Ted 
Oglesby, a man whose ambition was to be a 
‘‘servant to others.’’ This remarkable man 
loved his country and his community and 
served them both diligently. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL HUGH 
HANLON 

HON. BILL FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Colonel Hugh Hanlon, who is retiring 
after 30 years of service to our county in the 
United States Air Force. 

Colonel Hanlon graduated from the United 
States Air Force Academy in 1987, and 
earned a Masters of Business Administration 
from Wayland Baptist University in 1998. He 
served for 30 years as a commissioned officer 
in the United States Air Force, where he 

served as the Chief of CENTCOM strategy for 
the Air Force Checkmate Division and, among 
other assignments, as the Chief of Long 
Range Strategy during the Afghanistan War. 
During his 30 year career, Colonel Hanlon 
also served as an instructor pilot, flight exam-
iner, operations officer, squadron commander, 
and Vice Wing Commander. During those 
years, he served in Hawaii, Japan, and Korea, 
prior to his current position as the Commander 
of Corps of Cadets Detachment 805 at Texas 
A&M University. 

Over his three decade military career, Colo-
nel Hanlon was awarded 12 awards and 
badges, including the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, Air Force Organizational Excellence 
Award, and Joint Meritorious Unit Award. He 
further distinguished his service by earning the 
Air Force Commendation Medal with three oak 
leaf clusters, a Medal given to those who dis-
play acts of heroism or meritorious service. In 
addition, Colonel Hanlon earned the Legion of 
Merit Award, given to those who display ex-
ceptionally meritorious conduct, and the De-
fense Superior Service Medal, awarded to 
those in the Department of Defense who dis-
play superior meritorious service in positions 
of significant responsibility. 

Colonel Hanlon has demonstrated his gifted 
skills as a pilot through over 3,500 flight hours, 
with 325 of those hours being in combat. He 
reached the rank of Command Pilot, and flew 
four different military aircraft during his serv-
ice, including the T–37, T–38, A–10 and F–16. 

I also would like to honor Colonel Hanlon for 
his service to the Texas A&M University. For 
nearly four years, he has served as the Com-
mander of Detachment 805 of the Corps of 
Cadets, as well as teaching at the University 
as a Professor of Aerospace Studies. He has 
embodied the core values at Texas A&M, es-
pecially the core values of excellence and self-
less-service. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s history is ground-
ed in the efforts of our men and women who 
have served in uniform. Those who protected 
and defended the United States of America 
deserve our highest praise and thanks. We 
also wish them Godspeed as they transition to 
the next chapter in their lives. 

Today, I have requested that a United 
States flag be flown over the United States 
Capitol to honor the many contributions of 
Colonel Hugh Hanlon. As I close, I urge all 
Americans to continue praying for our country 
during these difficult times, for our military 
men and women who protect us from external 
threats, and for our first responders who pro-
tect us here at home. 

f 

HONORING RILEY RICE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mr. Riley Rice. 

Mr. Rice has extensive experience in the 
field of education and municipal government. 

Mr. Rice was born on August 8, 1943, the 
fifth child of the late Robert Rice, a World War 
I Veteran and sharecropper, and Katie Rice, a 
housewife. 

Mr. Rice is a resident of Indianola, Mis-
sissippi, and was educated in the former 

Indianola Public School District. He is a 1963 
graduate of Gentry High School; 1967 grad-
uate of Mississippi Valley State University with 
a Bachelor of Science in Social Science Edu-
cation; 1992 graduate of Delta State University 
with a Master’s in High School Counseling; 
and further studies in Political Science at Mis-
sissippi State University. 

Along with Mr. Rice’s background in edu-
cation, he worked 35 years in the Sunflower 
County School District. He served 16 years on 
the Indianola Board of Aldermen and 8 years 
as Vice-Mayor. 

Mr. Rice participated in the Civil Rights 
Movement in 1965. He was jailed for attending 
the former Seymour Library and for a sit-in at 
the Traveler’s Inn Restaurant. He participated 
in many marches throughout Sunflower Coun-
ty and he marched with Fannie Lou Hamer 
and Charles Scattergood. 

Presently, Mr. Rice serves as Supervisor of 
Sunflower County, District 2; is a member of 
the P16 Council; a member of the Cares Men-
toring Program, and Vice President of the 
Sunflower County Branch 5333 of the NAACP. 

Lastly, Mr. Rice is a devoted Christian and 
an ordained Deacon at Traveler’s Rest M.B. 
Church, where he serves as Chairman of the 
Deacon Board and Superintendent of the Sun-
day School. The Pastor of Traveler’s Rest 
M.B. Church is Rev. T.L. Martin, Jr. of Cleve-
land, Mississippi. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Riley Rice for his dedication 
to serving others and giving back to the Afri-
can American community. 

f 

HONORING CLAY PHILLIPS’S 
LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the public service of City Manager 
Clay Phillips of Coppell, Texas. On March 31, 
2017, Mr. Phillips will retire from public service 
after serving eight years as City Manager of 
Coppell and over 35 years of service in munic-
ipal government. 

Clay Phillips began his public service career 
with the Town of Addison in 1981 working as 
a firefighter and paramedic. He left the Town 
of Addison after obtaining the rank of Deputy 
Fire Chief to assume the position of Fire Chief 
for the City of Coppell. Since 1991, Clay has 
served as the Fire Chief, Assistant City Man-
ager, and Deputy City Manager and in 2008, 
Clay was promoted to the role of City Man-
ager. 

Clay attended the University of North Texas 
where he received his Bachelor of Science 
with Honors in Emergency Administration and 
Planning along with a Master of Public Admin-
istration (MPA) degree. In 2011, Clay was 
named the 2011 MPA Alumnus of the Year. 
Clay has served as president of the North 
Central Texas City Managers’ Association and 
he serves on the Board of Directors of the 
North Texas Commission. 

During his career as City Manager in 
Coppell, Clay has promoted regionalism 
amongst area cities and helped bring about a 
number of cooperative efforts, including the 
North Texas Emergency Communications 
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Center. Working with city staff, community, 
and the city council, he led many projects over 
the years that resulted in major improvements 
to the city’s parks, facilities, and infrastructure. 
One of Clay’s favorite projects was the rede-
velopment of Old Town Coppell, which has 
blossomed into a unique, mixed-use area, 
which embraces the city’s history along with 
bringing together businesses and residents. 

Clay is a lifetime resident of Coppell. In 
1978, he graduated from Coppell High School 
where he received Valedictorian honors. Most 
recently, Clay was recognized as the Class of 
2004 Distinguished Alumni. Clay has served 
on numerous professional and philanthropic 
organizations throughout North Texas and 
Coppell including the first Board of Directors of 
the Coppell ISD Education Foundation and 
Coppell ISD Strategic Planning Initiative. Clay 
is an active member of his church where he 
serves as elder and in the music ministry. 
Clay and his wife, Terry, are proud parents to 
two children and one grandson. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my distinguished col-
leagues to join me in wishing Clay Phillips 
many years of continued success and con-
gratulations as we celebrate his service to the 
City of Coppell. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATALIE 
GELB, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
THE LACKAWANNA HERITAGE 
VALLEY AUTHORITY 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Natalie Gelb, Executive Direc-
tor of the Lackawanna Heritage Valley Author-
ity. The Lackawanna Heritage Valley Authority 
works to preserve, conserve, and educate the 
public about the historical, cultural, economic, 
and natural resources of Lackawanna County. 
On March 30, Natalie will officially retire from 
her ED position after twelve years of out-
standing service. 

A native of Scranton, Pennsylvania, Natalie 
attended Scranton Central High School and 
then the University of Maryland, where she 
graduated magna cum laude with degrees in 
English and history. Natalie joined the Lacka-
wanna Heritage Valley Authority in 2004. 

As Executive Director of the Authority, Nat-
alie rehabilitated the Lackawanna River Herit-
age Trail and worked to foster closer relation-
ships with other area organizations and institu-
tions. The Lackawanna River Heritage Trail is 
part of a unique, seventy-mile, multi-purpose 
trail system. The trail begins at the confluence 
of the Lackawanna and Susquehanna Rivers 
in Pittston and continues north where it con-
nects with the Delaware & Hudson Rail Trail. 
When Natalie began her work in 2004, the trail 
system was underdeveloped. But under her 
leadership, it was transformed into a highly uti-
lized attraction in Lackawanna County, now 
drawing over 300,000 visits a year. 

In addition to serving as Heritage Valley 
Authority’s Executive Director, Natalie has 
compiled an impressive personal record of 
service to others and her community. She cur-
rently serves on the boards of the Jewish 
Family Service, the Alliance of National Herit-
age Areas, and the NEPA Health Care Foun-

dation. She is a member of the President’s 
Advisory Council of Keystone College, Living 
Independently for Elders (LIFE), the Greater 
Scranton Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Steering Committee for Women in Philan-
thropy. 

It is an honor to recognize Natalie for all 
that she has done while leading the Lacka-
wanna Heritage Valley Authority. I wish her 
the best in retirement. 

f 

TAR SANDS TAX LOOPHOLE 
ELIMINATION ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
am reintroducing the Tar Sands Tax Loophole 
Elimination Act. This bill will ensure that oil 
companies can no longer sidestep paying their 
fair share into the dedicated trust fund created 
so that, in the event of an oil spill, there are 
resources immediately available for cleanup. 

The Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund, authorized 
in 1990, ensures we have funding available to 
pay for the immediate costs of cleaning up oil 
spills. It is funded by an eight cents per barrel 
excise tax on crude oil and petroleum prod-
ucts. In 2011, however, the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) issued a misguided decision 
stating that oil derived from tar sands is not 
considered crude oil and is therefore currently 
exempt from the tax that pays into the Fund. 

Oil that comes from tar sands is a thick, 
sticky form of crude oil that can be more dif-
ficult and costly to clean up than other types 
of crude. In 2010, for example, a pipeline 
owned and operated by a Canadian company, 
Enbridge, spilled more than 850,000 gallons of 
tar sands oil into a waterway that flows into 
the Kalamazoo River in Michigan. That has 
been one of the largest and costliest pipeline 
spills in American history, with the price tag 
now at $1.2 billion dollars. 

While I do not support the development of 
tar sands—doing so is environmentally de-
structive and carbon-intensive, we should not 
keep in place a loophole that lets big oil com-
panies off the hook for cleaning up their tar 
sands spills. The Tar Sands Tax Loophole 
Elimination Act would add oil derived from tar 
sands and oil shale to the definition of crude 
oil, closing the current loophole and ensuring 
that oil companies pay into the fund. Oil com-
panies already get billions of dollars in tax-
payer-based subsidies, and this bill will ensure 
they will not be given an additional free ride 
on tar sands and any future oil shale develop-
ment. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA HOME RULE 
CLEMENCY ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Home Rule 
Clemency Act, a bill that would give the Dis-
trict of Columbia exclusive authority, like the 

states and territories, to grant clemency to of-
fenders prosecuted under its local laws. 

While District law appears to give the mayor 
authority to grant clemency (D.C. Code 1– 
301.76), it is currently the opinion of the De-
partment of Justice (DOJ) that the president, 
and not the mayor, has the authority to issue 
clemency for most local offenses prosecuted 
under D.C. law, particularly felonies pros-
ecuted by the U.S. Attorney in the D.C. Supe-
rior Court. Under current practice, clemency 
petitions for D.C. convictions, like federal con-
victions, are submitted to the DOJ for the 
president’s consideration. 

Whether or not the DOJ’s view is correct, 
my bill would remove all doubt that the Dis-
trict, and not the president, has the authority 
to issue executive clemency for local offenses. 
The District, like states and territories, should 
have full control of its local criminal justice 
system, the most basic responsibility of local 
government. Since the D.C. Council has the 
authority to enact local laws, District officials 
are in the best position to grant clemency for 
local law convictions. My bill would provide all 
clemency authority not currently reserved to 
the Mayor under D.C. Code 1–301.76 to the 
District government and would give D.C. the 
discretion to establish its own clemency sys-
tem. 

This bill is an important step in establishing 
further autonomy for the District in its own 
local affairs. I urge my colleagues to support 
this measure. 

f 

HONORING EDDIE J. FAIR, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mr. Eddie J. Fair, Jr. who is a product 
of Ruleville, MS. 

At an early age Mr. Eddie J. Fair, Jr. 
learned the importance of education, while at-
tending and graduating from Ruleville Central 
High School. He also learned the meaning of 
hard work, as he was the son of a share-
cropper, who worked for $3.00 a day. With 
those principles embedded in his soul, Mr. 
Fair went on to become a proud graduate of 
Jackson State University. He obtained a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Criminal Justice and 
a Master’s degree in Public Policy and Admin-
istration. He quickly learned that public service 
was his niche during the five years he spent 
working in the office of Student Affairs of his 
alma mater. Mr. Fair then went on to work 
some 20 plus years in the automobile busi-
ness, which he mastered in and out. From 
selling cars to becoming a finance manager 
then the promotion to finance director, he 
knew he wanted to be a helping hand to his 
community. In 2003, Mr. Eddie Fair was the 
first elected African American Tax Collector in 
Hinds County (the largest county in the state 
of Mississippi). He is currently serving in his 
third term and looks forward to many more 
years of serving the citizens of Hinds County. 
This small-town country boy believes that ‘‘No 
dreamer is ever too small and no dream is 
ever too big!’’ This is the very reason that he 
continues his efforts to remain involved with 
community issues and educates the public 
with frequent informational sessions. 
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As an active member in the community Mr. 

Eddie J. Fair stays involved with many organi-
zations that included but are not limited to: 

1. Member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
2. Member of the Sollie B. Norwood Lodge 

Number 699. 
3. Life Member NAACP. 
4. Member of Leadership of Jackson 2005– 

current. 
5. Member of the Jackson Rotary Club. 
6. Member of the National & Mississippi Tax 

Collector/Assessor Association. 
7. Former President of the Jackson Pan 

Hellenic Council. 
8. Former Basileus, Omega Psi Phi, Inc., 

Beta Alpha Chapter. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 

in recognizing Mr. Eddie J. Fair, Jr. for his 
dedication to serving others. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
Nos. 195 and 196. Had I been present, I 
would have voted aye on both. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL TEACHERS 
AWARD 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of outstanding public school 
teachers in Florida’s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

I was once told that children are 25 percent 
of the population, but they are 100 percent of 
the future. 

And it’s true. The education of a child is an 
investment, not only in that student, but in the 
future of our country. 

Therefore, I established the Congressional 
Teacher Awards to honor educators for their 
ability to teach and inspire students. 

An independent panel has chosen the fol-
lowing teachers from Manatee, Sarasota, and 
Hillsborough Counties to receive Florida’s 16th 
District 2017 Congressional Teacher Award for 
their accomplishments as educators: 

Danielle Murphy for her accomplishments as 
a teacher at Boyette Springs Elementary in 
Riverview. 

Carol Pelletier for her accomplishments as a 
teacher at Sarasota Military Academy Prep in 
Sarasota. 

Emilee Vermilion for her accomplishments 
as a teacher at Southeast High School in Bra-
denton. 

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th 
District I congratulate each of these out-
standing teachers and offer my sincere appre-
ciation for their service and dedication. 

TRIBUTE TO WILL SMITH 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with the deepest gratitude that I rise on this 
bittersweet occasion to recognize Will Smith, 
who is leaving Capitol Hill after more than two 
decades of distinguished service. 

Will has been my right hand in the halls of 
Congress for nearly two decades, and I can-
not imagine a more thoughtful advisor, a more 
capable strategist, or a more loyal friend. A 
native of Beattyville, Kentucky, Will began his 
career on Capitol Hill in 1994, working for 
now-Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL. In 
1998, he brought his talents to my personal 
office, where he eventually became Chief of 
Staff in 2002. 

Over his 12 years in my personal office, the 
people of Kentucky could not have asked for 
a better advocate or a more capable public 
servant. Will’s upbringing in his small eastern 
Kentucky hometown and his Appalachian 
roots have always been reflected in his work, 
and his legacy will be felt throughout the re-
gion for decades to come. He has cham-
pioned numerous projects that benefitted the 
people of Kentucky’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict from flood protection, to water and sewer 
expansion, to transportation improvements, 
and the like. He was instrumental in standing 
up Eastern Kentucky PRIDE, an organization 
focused on environmental clean-up, as well as 
our nation’s pre-eminent regional anti-drug or-
ganization, Operation UNITE, that has become 
a model for nationwide replication. And hold-
ing true to Kentucky tradition, Will has always 
loyally cheered on the UK Wildcats from the 
Nation’s capital. He has never forgotten where 
he came from or the people he came to serve. 

This remained true when I assumed the 
Chairmanship of the House Committee on Ap-
propriations in 2011. Will stayed by my side— 
first as Deputy Staff Director for the Com-
mittee and then in 2013, was promoted to 
Clerk and Staff Director. During his tenure, he 
helped shepherd 70 bills to passage—bills that 
saved the American taxpayers more than 
$126 billion. 

His steady demeanor and strong leadership 
have been an asset to the Committee—par-
ticularly during some of the most trying times 
of the past six years. Even in the face of shut-
downs, Will led with tact, professionalism, and 
thoughtfulness, working tirelessly to find a so-
lution and get the job done. He is truly be-
loved by his colleagues and those congres-
sional staff who have been fortunate enough 
to call him their boss and mentor. 

As we all know, these congressional staff 
work long hours, and often sacrifice weekends 
and holidays in order to keep this esteemed 
institution running smoothly. This inevitably 
takes a toll on personal commitments, and we 
also owe a debt of gratitude to Will’s lovely 
wife, Kim, and his cherished children, Morgan 
and Matthew. 

Will is not going far away. But his absence 
will nonetheless be felt deeply throughout this 
institution. Will, on behalf of the Appropriations 
Committee and this Congress, I thank you for 
your service to our country. I wish you all the 
best in the future. Godspeed. 

ROSENBERG FIRE CHIEF RETIRES 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Wade Goates of Houston, TX, and 
thank him for his leadership at the Rosenberg 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

Wade joined the Rosenberg Volunteer Fire 
Department in 1992 and began working as a 
full-time firefighter in 1995. His commitment to 
public service led Wade to several promotions 
throughout his time with the fire department, 
from fire fighter to fire marshal and then fire 
chief in 2012. Wade received the Firefighter of 
the Year award in 2001 and the American Le-
gion’s Firefighter of the Year award in 2002. In 
2008, the City of Rosenberg awarded Wade 
the Willie D. McQueen Award for his service 
to residents and coworkers. Wade retired from 
the Rosenberg Volunteer Fire Department on 
February 24th and plans to join the Fulshear- 
Simonton Fire Department. Both communities 
are lucky to have his dedication and commit-
ment to service. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, I would like to thank 
Wade Goates for his 25 years of service with 
Rosenberg. We wish him good luck with the 
Fulshear-Simonton Fire Department and thank 
him for his continued dedication to keeping 
TX–22 safe. 

f 

HONORING LITTLE ZION M.B. 
CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable histor-
ical church, Little Zion Missionary Baptist of 
Money, Mississippi and the great leadership it 
is under. 

The Little Zion M.B. Church in Money, Mis-
sissippi was built in 1871 by field-hand labor-
ers. Mrs. Bloodsol gave the people of Wade, 
Whittington and the Bloodsol Plantations the 
property. It sits in the center of these planta-
tions. 

The bible states that ‘‘Upon this rock, I will 
build my church and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it’’. Taking this verse into con-
sideration the church’s name became Little 
Zion. The name is significant because the He-
brew meaning of Zion is Jerusalem and Little 
Zion is the little Jerusalem. 

After the construction of the church, Mrs. 
Bloodsol gave her yard-boy a letter to deliver 
to the preacher of the church explaining to the 
church members what the letter deed meant. 
She told the yard-boy to tell the members that 
if they did not understand the letter deed, she 
would send a rider to explain it. 

When the church was built, it was facing the 
Tallahatchie River which during that time was 
the main route of travel. In 1929, a fire par-
tially burned the church. When it was repaired, 
it was built facing the road. 

The early leaders of the church were: R.L. 
Reynolds, A.D. Williams, A.D. Burke, H.L. Col-
lins and S.T. Taylor. They were the corner-
stones of the church and they were mainly re-
sponsible for the church’s continued existence. 
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Along with the church leaders, many early 

deacons and wives were responsible for the 
welfare of the church. Among them were dea-
cons: L.A. Hines, Robert Lathan, C.L. Lofts, 
Tom Eskridge, Ed McCall, Percy Paul and Bill 
Hannal and their wives. 

Little Zion’s present leader is Reverend 
McAuther McKinnley. Under his leadership the 
church has blossomed. For 21 years Rev. 
McKinnley has been responsible for carrying 
on what Rev. Reynolds started 144 years ago. 

Today, Little Zion honors those who took 
the leadership roles and passed the torch on 
to the present leaders. Ten years ago, an his-
torical marker was placed on the site of the 
church. This marker was important because it 
was a symbol of the long history and struggle 
of the delta. 

Little Zion thanks the fore-parents for mak-
ing those days possible through the good and 
bad days it still stands. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Lithe Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church for its dedication to serving our great 
country. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND RE-
TIREMENT OF MR. TIMOTHY 
BROWN 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize a val-
ued staff member of the Office of Legislative 
Counsel—Mr. Timothy Brown—who is retiring 
this month after 37 years of distinguished 
service to the House of Representatives. 

The Office of Legislative Counsel is an es-
sential but oftentimes unheralded part of our 
Congressional support staff. Every bill and 
amendment we consider in the House of Rep-
resentatives is drafted with the aid of the pro-
fessionals in this office. In the course of my 
two decades of service on the Science Com-
mittee, Tim has aided me and my staff innu-
merable times in the drafting of legislation and 
amendments. While Tim’s background is that 
of a lawyer, he has worked with the Science 
Committee staff to draft so many NASA, NSF, 
and NIST authorizations over the years, that 
Tim has become, in many respects, a science 
and space policy expert. In his quiet way, Tim 
taught the art of applying critical thinking to 
legislative drafting, and our bills were the bet-
ter for it. Tim’s expertise and dedication to his 
craft will be sorely missed on the Science 
Committee. 

While we will miss Tim, I hope after nearly 
four decades of service, that Tim will not miss 
us too much. I’m sure he is looking forward to 
spending more time with his wife, Sally, and 
his four children, Andrew, Alex, Emily, and 
Olivia. Hopefully Tim will have more time to 
pursue his passions like his love of basketball. 
Perhaps it’s fitting that Tim is retiring in the 
midst of the NCAA March Madness. 

We often speak of the dedicated staff who 
make this institution such a wonderful place in 
which to work. It is the sense of this Con-
gresswoman that Tim Brown is just such a 
person. The Science Committee’s Members 
and staff wish him well as he moves on to 
new endeavors and a relaxing retirement. I 

thank Tim, for his many years of dedicated 
and loyal service. 

f 

HONORING THE DEDICATED SERV-
ICE AND SELFLESS SACRIFICE 
OF SERGEANT FIRST CLASS 
ROBERT R. BONIFACE 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, it is with both pro-
found sadness and deep gratitude that I rise 
to pay tribute to a fallen decorated American 
hero. On March 19, 2017, Sergeant First 
Class Robert R. Boniface of the 7th Special 
Forces Group (Airborne), located in Florida’s 
First Congressional District, tragically lost his 
life in support of Operation Freedom’s Sen-
tinel. SFC Boniface was 34 years old, but 
lived a lifetime marked by and full of service. 

SFC Boniface entered the Army in March 
2006 as an 18 X-ray. After Infantry Basic 
Training and Advanced Individual Training at 
Fort Benning, Georgia, he attended Airborne 
School before being assigned to the Special 
Warfare Center and School. SFC Boniface 
completed the Special Forces Qualification 
Course, earning his Green Beret in 2010 and 
was assigned to the 7th Special Forces Group 
(Airborne) at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, as a 
Special Forces Medical Sergeant. 

Boniface’s military education includes the 
Special Operations Jumpmaster Course, Sen-
ior Leader Course, Combat Diver Qualification 
Course, Special Forces Diving Medical Tech-
nician Course, Special Forces Qualification 
Course, Special Operations Combat Medic 
Course, Advanced Leaders Course, Survival, 
Evasion, Resistance, and Escape Course, 
Basic Leaders Course, and the U.S. Army 
Static Line Airborne Course. 

SFC Boniface’s awards and decorations in-
clude two Bronze Star Medals, the Army Com-
mendation Medal, two Army Good Conduct 
Medals, National Defense Service Medal, Af-
ghanistan Campaign Medal with two Cam-
paign Stars, Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, three Noncommissioned Officer Profes-
sional Development Ribbons, Army Service 
Ribbon, NATO Medal, Special Forces Tab, 
Combat Infantryman Badge, Special Forces 
Combat Diver Badge, and Parachutist Badge. 

Mr. Speaker, there are no words I, this body 
of Congress, or the Nation can say that might 
assuage the bereavement of the Boniface 
family. All I can say is on behalf of a humble 
and grateful Nation, we thank them for the 
love, counsel, and support given to Robert, 
which helped make him the hero he became 
both in uniform and as a father. His life stands 
as a testament that freedom is not free, and 
his legacy will echo in time as an example of 
the ultimate sacrifice for all free people. I pray 
that God will be with Robert’s wife, Rebekah; 
his daughter, Mia Elia, and all their family and 
friends during this time of great mourning, and 
may God continue to bless the United States 
of America. 

RECOGNIZING ALICE ELIZABETH 
GRANT HOGANS 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and commend Alice Eliza-
beth Grant Hogans on the occasion of her re-
tirement, having served for 16 years on the 
House Appropriations Committee. In total, she 
has provided more than 25 years of distin-
guished, quiet service to our country. Her 
dedication to public service and integrity 
stands as a model for us all. 

Alice, a native of Charlotte, North Carolina, 
graduated from Duke University with a Bach-
elor’s degree in Economics. She also earned 
a Master of Philosophy Degree in International 
Finance from the Centre for Development 
Studies at the University of Glasgow in Scot-
land. 

Alice began her career in Washington, D.C. 
in 1989 as a staff assistant at the Congres-
sional Budget Office. From there, she rose to 
the position of budget analyst in the 
Scorekeeping Unit in 1990 before leaving for 
graduate school in Scotland in 1993. In 1995, 
she accepted a position with the Senate Com-
mittee on the Budget under the leadership of 
Chairman Pete V. Domenici (R–NM) and staff 
director Bill Hoagland. She was the Analyst for 
International Affairs until beginning her dedi-
cated service to the House Appropriations 
Committee in 2001. Alice began on the For-
eign Operations Subcommittee as professional 
staff in 2001, and spent time as professional 
staff on the Treasury-Transportation, HUD 
Subcommittee, and the Financial Services 
Subcommittee before ending up back on 
State, Foreign Operations Subcommittee in 
2011, where she was responsible for over-
seeing spending for global health programs, 
including HIV/AIDS, the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation, the international financial institu-
tions such as the World Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, and trade promotion 
agencies such as the U.S. Export-Import 
Bank, and several related agencies. 

Alice’s contributions extend beyond her role 
on the Appropriations Committee. For years, 
she was the Treasurer of the Board for the 
non-profit Combined Federal Agencies Child 
Development Center, and a volunteer at her 
church and children’s elementary school. 

As we all know, congressional staff work 
countless hours and through countless holiday 
seasons in order to keep this esteemed insti-
tution running. This inevitably takes a toll on 
personal commitments, and nothing means 
more to Alice than her supportive and loving 
family, her husband Dan, her children, James 
and Catherine, and of course, her mother and 
sister. 

Mr. Speaker, while Alice is leaving this insti-
tution, she will not be forgotten. Her good 
humor, faithful service, and commitment to ex-
cellence has left a lasting imprint on all of us 
and on the departments and agencies for 
which she was responsible. I wish Alice and 
her family well as she enters this new chapter 
of her life and ask my colleagues to join me 
in expressing my appreciation for her contribu-
tions to our country. 
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HONORING MS. GERLINE ‘‘PANKY 

GARVIN’’ MUHAMMAD 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Black historical figures 
in the Second Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi. So today, I give honor to Ms. Gerline 
‘‘Panky Garvin’’ Muhammad of the Blue Cane 
Community outside of Charleston, Mississippi 
located in Tallahatchie County, Mississippi. 

Ms. Muhammad was born November 9, 
1953. She is the mother of six children, 13 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild. She 
attended Allen Carver High School in Charles-
ton and is a graduate of Amhurst Career Cen-
ter, where she was honored with many awards 
and recognitions. 

Ms. Muhammad is a well-known champion 
of equal and civil rights. She was a member 
of the Tallahatchie County Redistricting Com-
mittee allowing for the first African American to 
be elected to the Tallahatchie County Board of 

Supervisors. Ms. Muhammad is the executive 
director of the Tallahatchie County Citizens of 
Change. The organization is established to 
stimulate and motivate change in thinking and 
behavior within African Americans in commu-
nities of Tallahatchie County. Their work is 
carried out through an intergenerational model 
approach that works on improving political 
awareness, community organizing, assisting 
veterans, legal redress, civic participation and 
more. Ms. Muhammad is also a member of 
the Tallahatchie County Branch of the NAACP 
where she served as the first vice-president, 
chairman of the education committee, and 
now as the chairman of the membership com-
mittee. 

Ms. Muhammad has been involved in many 
long-term community commitments in the 
county. She teaches at the summer tutoring 
program, hosts back to school rallies, orga-
nizes door to door community events, and 
helps veterans pursue their veteran benefits. 
She started the P16 Council for the East 
Tallahatchie School District and is a member 
of the Dropout Prevention Committee for the 
school district. To encourage reading among 
African Americans, she started a book club in 

the Brooksville community. She works with 
young entrepreneurs in the community to help 
improve the future presence of African Amer-
ican business in Black communities. 

Ms. Muhammad is a former member of the 
Jerusalem M.B. Church in Paynes, MS where 
she was the church secretary, Jr. Sunday 
School teacher, chairman of vocational bible 
school and church programs committee, and 
treasurer for the choir. In 1992, Ms. Muham-
mad joined the Nation of Islam under the local 
leadership of Minister James Muhammad and 
national leader, the most honorable Minister 
Louis Farrakhan. She served as the LT Cap-
tain of the Meetings, and received LT Captain 
of the year at mosque Number 78 Tupelo, MS. 
Now she is the Chairman of 10,000 Fearless, 
which is a justice movement in Tallahatchie 
County. As you can see Ms. Muhammad has 
been active in and around Tallahatchie County 
working fearlessly and consistently for 46 
years to foster change and equality. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Ms. Gerline ‘‘Panky Garvin’’ Mu-
hammad of the Mississippi Second Congres-
sional District. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:31 Mar 29, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A28MR8.026 E28MRPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-08T22:30:30-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




