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HONORING THE MINNESOTA 
TRANSGENDER HEALTH COALI-
TION’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 10th anniversary of the 
Minnesota Transgender Health Coalition, Min-
nesota’s largest organization led by and for 
the trans community. 

In 2002, concerned community members 
began to organize around the difficulties they 
and other trans people face in finding acces-
sible, culturally competent healthcare. Orga-
nizers began hosting meetings and events as 
part of the University of Minnesota’s GLBTA 
Programs Office and the Schochet Center for 
GLBT Studies. After years of activity, the 
group incorporated on March 30, 2007 to be-
come a trans-led health service and rights or-
ganization, founded on their principles of ra-
cial, social and economic justice. 

MTHC is a unique organization. In addition 
to organizing for trans-inclusive public policies, 
they provide direct medical and psychological 
support for hundreds of people from all over 
the Midwest. Through their Shot Caller pro-
gram, MTHC ensures that trans folks, people 
with diabetes, and anyone else prescribed 
shots can get free help taking them in a safe, 
supportive space. They run a successful harm 
reduction program that includes syringe ex-
change, safe sex materials, and more. With a 
Community Innovation grant from the Head-
waters Foundation for Justice, MTHC ex-
panded three youth-oriented programs called 
Gender Jam, Little Rainbows and GR8. Since 
November 2016, their longest-running support 
groups have been pushed to capacity, reflect-
ing both the success and great need for their 
programs. MTHC’s reach also extends far be-
yond the LGBTQ community; in fact, dozens 
of people that MTHC helps regularly do not 
identify as LGBTQ. In this way, they have be-
come a true center of community health in our 
state. 

Through their advocacy, MTHC has worked 
with the City of Minneapolis, the Minnesota 
Department of Education, and many other 
public groups. They’ve advocated for stronger 
inclusion for and protection of trans youth in 
schools, effective policies to address bullying, 
access to life-saving transition healthcare, and 
more. Due to their tremendous leadership in 
the Twin Cities and around the Midwest, 
MTHC was named a Community Champion of 
Pride for the 2016 Twin Cities Pride festival. 

During my time in Congress, I have been 
guided by generosity, inclusion, and justice for 
all. Organizations like the Minnesota 
Transgender Health Coalition represent the 
best of these values. We know that if we don’t 
fight for all aspects of racial, social, and eco-
nomic justice, we won’t have any of them. I 
am honored to represent the Minnesota 
Transgender Health Coalition in Congress, 

and I can’t wait to see what they accomplish 
in the next decade of leadership. 

f 

HONORING PRINCIPAL JULIE 
PIERCE ON HER SELECTION AS 
ALABAMA’S 2017 NATIONAL DIS-
TINGUISHED PRINCIPAL 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Principal Julie Pierce of Fairhope 
Elementary School on being selected as Ala-
bama’s National Distinguished Principal of 
2017. This is a remarkable and extraordinary 
achievement, and it shows Ms. Pierce’s stead-
fast dedication to the young men and women 
she has taught and guided throughout her dis-
tinguished career that has spanned over 27 
years. 

A native of Oneonta, Ms. Pierce graduated 
from the University of Alabama with a degree 
in business and began work as an accountant 
before embarking on her career in education. 
She obtained her master’s degree in Elemen-
tary Education from the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham, and later a certificate in Edu-
cational Leadership from the University of 
South Alabama. 

Prior to her time at Fairhope Elementary 
School, Ms. Pierce served as principal of Gulf 
Shores Elementary, assistant principal at J. 
Larry Newton School, reading coach at 
Summerdale School, second grade teacher in 
Guntersville and Albertville, and fifth grade 
teacher in Orlando, Florida. Ms. Pierce has 
been shaping our nation’s youth for over a 
quarter century, giving them the tools they 
need to succeed in life. 

Having spent much of my public life working 
in education policy, I have had the opportunity 
to spend a lot of time in our local classrooms. 
I am always struck by the hard work these 
men and women do on a daily basis, and they 
rarely get the attention they deserve. Great 
educators really care about their students and 
work very hard to get the most out of them. It 
is clear Ms. Pierce possesses these very im-
portant qualities. 

So, on behalf of Alabama’s First Congres-
sional District, I want to thank Principal Julie 
Pierce for her dedicated service and congratu-
late her on being selected as Alabama’s 2017 
National Distinguished Principal. 

f 

HONORING THE CHRISTENING OF 
THE USS ‘‘THOMAS HUDNER’’, 
DDG–116 

HON. SETH MOULTON 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
along with Ms. PINGREE of Maine, Mr. 

POLIQUIN of Maine, Ms. TSONGAS of Massa-
chusetts, and Ms. FRANKEL of Florida to cele-
brate the christening of the USS Thomas 
Hudner, DDG–116. This destroyer is named in 
honor of Captain Thomas J. Hudner Jr., a re-
tired officer of the United States Navy and a 
former naval aviator. 

Born in Fall River, Massachusetts, Hudner 
attended the United States Naval Academy 
after graduating from Phillips Academy in An-
dover, Massachusetts. On December 4, 1950, 
Hudner and his wingman, Ensign Jesse L. 
Brown, were patrolling near the Chosin Res-
ervoir in North Korea when Brown’s Corsair 
was struck by ground fire. Hudner intentionally 
crash-landed his own aircraft on a snowy 
mountain to help Brown. Brown died of his in-
juries and Hudner was forced to evacuate. 

Hudner received the Congressional Medal 
of Honor for his actions in trying to save the 
life of his wingman and received numerous 
military decorations including the Legion of 
Merit and the Bronze Star Medal. Following 
the incident, Hudner held positions aboard 
several U.S. Navy ships and with a number of 
aviation units, including a brief stint as Execu-
tive Officer of the USS Kitty Hawk during a 
tour in the Vietnam War. He retired from ac-
tive duty in 1973. Since then, he has worked 
for various veterans’ organizations throughout 
the United States. 

In May 2012, the Secretary of the Navy an-
nounced that an Arleigh Burke-class guided 
missile destroyer will be named USS Thomas 
Hudner. On Saturday, April 1, the Hudner fam-
ily, the Brown family, veterans from across all 
branches, elected officials and the community 
of Phillips Academy will gather for the joyous 
occasion of the christening of the ship. It is a 
ship that embodies the spirit of Captain 
Hudner’s school—non sibi, or not for self. He 
leads his life in that spirit from Fall River, to 
Andover, to the Chosin Reservoir and on to 
his continued service to the veterans commu-
nity. 

Together with Ms. PINGREE, Mr. POLIQUIN, 
Ms. TSONGAS, and Ms. FRANKEL, we wish our 
very best to the Hudner and Brown families, 
and to the Philips Academy community in the 
days to come. 

f 

HONORING THE MILITARY 
SERVICE OF PAUL LEMMON 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. Paul Lemmon, as well as the entire 
Lemmon family, for their incredible service and 
sacrifice to the United States of America. 

It is always an honor for me to recognize 
those American heroes who sacrificed so 
much defending and preserving our freedom 
in World War II. This truly was the greatest 
generation. 

The Lemmon family devoted their lives to 
serving this nation, and it is with great admira-
tion that I thank United States Navy veteran 
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Edgar Paul Lemmon for his heroic actions dur-
ing World War II in the Pacific theater. 

Mr. Lemmon courageously answered the 
call to serve and defend his country at the age 
of 17. He was awarded the Purple Heart for 
injuries he suffered while his ship was sweep-
ing the beachhead for mines to clear the way 
for the Marines on Iwo Jima. Mr. Lemmon and 
his five other brothers all served in the Armed 
Services. Two of his brothers were killed in 
action. 

We thank Mr. Lemmon—as well as his en-
tire family—for their bravery and sacrifice to 
our great nation. 

f 

HONORING WHITTIER POLICE 
OFFICER KEITH BOYER 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor fallen Whittier Police Officer Keith 
Boyer. He was killed in the line of duty on 
February 20, 2017, and his funeral was March 
3, 2017. 

Officer Boyer is the 5th law enforcement of-
ficer to be killed and the first officer fatality 
from the State of California in 2017. He was 
born Nov. 27, 1963, in San Gabriel. He grad-
uated from La Serna High School in 1981, and 
earned a dispatcher course certificate from 
Golden West College in 1989. He grew up in 
his hometown of Whittier, where he would 
serve his community for 25 years. 

As was pointed out in the Whittier Daily 
News, he ‘loved his job’ because it gave him 
the opportunity to help people. Office Boyer 
received several commendations from the De-
partment for his work, including the Chaplain’s 
Award for his handling of a child abuse call in 
2016. He served on Whittier’s Crime Impact 
Team, the SWAT team, as a traffic officer, a 
school resource officer at La Serna High 
School, and as a K–9 handler. 

Last year was the 25th anniversary of the 
dedication of the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial in Washington D.C. Today, 
the Memorial bears the names of over 20,000 
federal, state, and local officers who have fall-
en while serving their communities. This year, 
Officer Boyer will be added to that wall. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Officer Boyer for his 
dedicated service and for making the ultimate 
sacrifice in the line of duty. I ask my col-
leagues in the House to join me in extending 
my sympathies to his family during this difficult 
time. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, and 202. 
Had I been present, I would have voted nay 
each of these votes. 

JENNIFER KRNETA 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge Jennifer Krneta from Belleville, IL. 
Jennifer is a Case Worker with Caritas Family 
Solutions, a foster care organization, in Belle-
ville. 

Jennifer has served as an exemplary Case 
Worker in Belleville for several years. Her ac-
tions came to the attention of our office thanks 
to a letter written by A1C Dakota Greenwood, 
a current member of the United States Air 
Force who is serving at Osan Air Force Base. 
In this letter, Dakota captured the tremendous 
impact that Jennifer has had on Dakota’s life 
and upbringing. 

After the tragic death of Dakota’s mother at 
the hands of a drunk driver, Dakota grew up 
in foster care and transitioned between living 
with several extended relatives, group homes, 
and foster families. Throughout childhood, Da-
kota faced poverty, hunger, neglect, and 
abuse. Through all of these adversities, Da-
kota credits Jennifer as the only person who 
showed devotion to improving Dakota’s life. 
Dakota believes that without Jennifer’s positive 
influence, Dakota would not be alive today. 

In addition, Jennifer played an essential role 
in helping Dakota to enlist in the Air Force. It 
was Jennifer who cared enough to ask about 
Dakota’s life goals and interests. It was Jen-
nifer who helped Dakota identify that service 
in the U.S. Air Force matched those goals and 
interests. And it was Jennifer who ensured 
that Dakota was prepared to meet with an Air 
Force recruiter when the time came. 

I offer my deepest admiration and gratitude 
to Jennifer Krneta for all that she has done for 
A1C Dakota Greenwood and all that Jennifer 
continues to do for the foster children of 
Southern Illinois. I hope that she continues to 
make life better for these children for many 
years to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on March 28, 
2017, I was unable to be present to cast my 
vote on H. Res. 229, the rule providing for 
consideration of the Honest and Open New 
EPA Science Treatment Act of 2017 (H.R. 
1430). Had I been present for roll call No. 198, 
I would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING EDWARDSVILLE 
HIGH SCHOOL’S SENIOR GUARD 
MARK SMITH 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Edwardsville High 
School’s senior guard Mark Smith, who is now 

better known as Mr. Basketball of Illinois for 
the 2016–2017 season. 

Mark received the Mr. Basketball honor after 
a senior season in which he filled up the stats 
sheet. Over the course of the season, Mark 
averaged 21.9 points, 8.2 rebounds, 8.4 as-
sists, and 2.1 steals per game. He recorded 
double figures in 31 of the Tigers’ 32 games, 
and had eight games in which he scored more 
than 30 points. In the championship game of 
the Ottawa sectional, Mark scored a career- 
high 45 points in Edwardsville’s win over 
Danville. 

Outside of Mark’s individual statistics, the 
Tigers boys’ basketball season was an unfor-
gettable one in the Metro East, as the team 
finished 30–2 and played in the Class 4A 
Super-Sectional in Normal. 

In addition to the Mr. Basketball honor, Mark 
was named the ‘‘Illinois Gatorade Player of the 
Year,’’ and has scholarship offers from mul-
tiple Division 1 schools. 

I am proud to congratulate Mark on his 
spectacular senior season and receiving this 
honor. I look forward to continuing to follow his 
basketball career. 

f 

HOLY SEE ARTICLES 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to share with my col-
leagues several more articles that I have writ-
ten over the years regarding the Holy See. As 
a Member of the Europe, Eurasia, and Emerg-
ing Threats Subcommittee on Foreign Affairs, 
these pieces serve to outline and inform dis-
cussions that our Committee will cover in the 
115th Congress. 

RELIGION AND DEMOCRACY: THE EMERGING 
DIPLOMACY OF POPE BENEDICT XVI 

While many Americans only see him as a 
spiritual leader of Roman Catholics, the 
Pope exerts an often subtle but undeniable 
influence in international affairs. The Pope 
is the final authority of the Holy See, which 
derives its name from ‘‘seat’’ in Latin and 
signifies the repository of authority and di-
rection over the organization and affairs of 
the Church. As an institution and sovereign, 
the Holy See is the ‘‘oldest diplomatic entity 
in the world.’’ 

During the two World Wars, Popes Bene-
dict XV and Pius XII boldly promoted peace 
without preconditions. The jovial Pope John 
XXIII and more reserved Pope Paul VI imple-
mented the Vatican II reforms. The unfor-
gettable legacy of John Paul II, the Polish 
Pope, is his unswerving opposition to com-
munism. The current Pope Benedict XVI, 
formerly known as Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, continues the diplomatic tradi-
tion of the Holy See aimed at salvaging faith 
in some parts of the world and promoting 
reason in others. 

While Benedict XVI is often characterized 
as being less media-centric and charismatic 
than his predecessor, Pope John Paul II, he 
demonstrated remarkable strategic focus 
and clarity in his papal visit to the United 
Kingdom, September 16–20, 2010. His spirit of 
goodwill enabled him to overcome vocal and 
hostile opposition to the visit and, as a re-
sult, this visit will likely be remembered as 
a defining moment for the diplomacy of the 
Holy See. 

In his in-flight press conference, the Pope 
made it clear that he wasn’t willing to com-
promise or soften his outreach, saying that 
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‘‘a Church that seeks to be particularly at-
tractive is already on the wrong path, be-
cause the Church does not work for her own 
ends, she does not work to increase numbers 
and thus power.’’ Free of constraints of po-
litical correctness or hegemonic aspirations, 
the Holy See has often exhibited a unique 
clarity and honesty in its discourse. The 
visit to the United Kingdom was no excep-
tion. 

During the same press conference, the 
Pope expressed his gratitude towards Queen 
Elizabeth for elevating the trip to the level 
of a state visit. The Pope said that the visit 
reflected the ‘‘common responsibility of poli-
tics and religion for the future of the con-
tinent and the future of humanity: the large, 
shared responsibility so that the values that 
create justice and politics and which come 
from religion, share the journey in our 
time.’’ This is a universal message, not just 
intended for Britons but also for a global au-
dience. 

There was a great deal of controversy sur-
rounding the Pope’s trip. Notable 
antireligious personalities, such as Chris-
topher Hitchens and Richard Dawkins, called 
for the British authorities to arrest the Pope 
immediately upon his arrival due to their 
opinion that the Church had criminally en-
abled child abuse. The Guardian opposed the 
visit and accused the Holy See of increasing 
the number of impoverished families and of 
the spread of HIV/AIDS in Africa by its posi-
tion on the use of condoms. As George 
Weigel has pointed out in a December 2010 
essay, ‘‘Fail, Britannia,’’ even the Catholic 
left was seduced to some degree by the in-
tense criticisms. For example, Sir Stephen 
Wall, an advisor to the Diocese of West-
minster and to Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
wrote that ‘‘individuals have their own val-
ues . . . changing moral code is a normal 
part of social evolution.’’ 

All of this controversy allowed the Pope to 
draw the clearest comparisons yet in his five 
year papacy between the state of affairs in 
the modern world today and aspirations for a 
more fully human order. During the UK trip, 
the Pope succeeded in articulating two crit-
ical challenges: (1) the risk of an increasing 
marginalization of religion—encapsulated in 
the phrase, ‘‘dictatorship of relativism,’’ and 
(2) the need for combining and rationally ac-
commodating both reason and religion in the 
modern world. The fact that two-thirds of all 
papal visits to date have been to Europe cer-
tainly reinforces the Pontiff’s hopes for the 
re-evangelization of Europe. 

In his address to diplomatic, business and 
academic leaders at Westminster Hall, the 
Pope laid out the case for the coexistence of 
religion and politics. ‘‘Britain has emerged 
as a pluralist democracy which places great 
value on freedom of speech . . . with a strong 
sense of the individual’s rights and duties.’’ 
He also said that such a stance squares with 
Catholic social teaching and ‘‘its overriding 
concern to safeguard the unique dignity of 
every person . . . and in its emphasis on the 
duty of civil authority to foster the common 
good.’’ Contrary to the critics of his visit, 
the Pope showed that a platform for good 
government and justice is created by mutu-
ally reinforced reason and faith. 

These concepts are linked to Vatican II 
(1962–1965), which was a turning point for the 
evolution of Church relations in the world, 
building upon past traditions and policies 
while finding new approaches with which to 
confront the global realities of the 1960s. 
This human dignity and the essential, inher-
ent rights of man as demonstrated in its 
most significant pronouncements, specifi-
cally Pacem in Terris, Gaudium et Spes and 
Dignitatis Humanae. 

Benedict’s predecessor, Pope John Paul II, 
had witnessed a Holy See diplomacy reacting 

to a different set of world challenges. Shaped 
by a different personal background, he ap-
plied these same principles in his diplomacy. 
His entire lifetime of experiences drove him, 
along with President Ronald Reagan, to 
focus on the evils of communism. In his ad-
dress to the United Nations on October 3, 
1979, Pope John Paul II ‘‘gave a speech in de-
fense of basic human rights that left the del-
egates from communist countries worried’’ 
wherein he said that politics must begin 
with ‘‘a proper understanding of the dignity 
of the human person’’ and that respect for 
human rights was ‘‘the prerequisite to true 
peace.’’ Elaborating his message further, 
John Paul II told an audience of scientists in 
2000 that ‘‘faith is not afraid of reason’’ be-
cause they ‘‘are like two wings on which the 
human spirit rises to the contemplation of 
truth.’’ 

These two examples illustrate the con-
tinuity of thought of Holy See diplomacy 
and the important symmetries between two 
‘‘modern’’ popes, often less recognized than 
their differences. More open to inter-reli-
gious and pluralistic, democratic process, 
these two popes have done much to foster 
the dialogue about the place of religion in 
democracy. culture, and the political moral-
ity of society. 

RELIGION AND DEMOCRACY 
President Richard Nixon, a staunch anti- 

communist, was capable of rapprochement 
with China at a time when opposition to 
such an outreach was strong. While not ex-
actly analogous and on an entirely different 
plane, an unstintingly conservative Pope has 
been able to actively engage nonbelievers 
and the most secular of peoples in robust 
dialogue. Cardinal Ratzinger honed his intel-
lectual arguments in several publications 
and has become a leader for theologians. 
Just over a year before he was elected pope, 
then Cardinal Ratzinger worked with the 
noted neo-socialist Jürgen Habermas to 
write a series of essays in the book, The Dia-
lectics of Secularization: On Reason and Re-
ligion. This is the same person who spoke 
out against the ‘‘dictatorship of relativism’’ 
in the 2005 conclave that elected him. This 
Pope is simultaneously capable of speaking 
forcefully about his positions while actively 
engaging the most ardent dissidents. 

Many link the Pope’s focus on the need for 
religion as a building block of democracy 
with his boyhood experiences during the 
Third Reich. British Historian Michael 
Burleigh reveals Nazi leaders’ determination 
to ‘‘demolish the moral authority of the 
Catholic Church’’ in order to later abrogate 
citizens’ rights. The Pope believes that once 
religion becomes attenuated and removed 
from society, then the void is filled by an au-
thoritarian dictatorship and there is no 
longer a check or balance to political power. 

This concept has also been expressed by 
President George W. Bush, as he has often 
said that free people foster peace because 
they can change out their leaders. There is a 
similar history with the evolution of dissent 
in communist Russia, from Alexander Sol-
zhenitsyn, who gave life to the focus on 
human rights in Russia, to Pope John Paul 
II. 

Former Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright writes that part of the failure of the 
opposition to communism in Vietnam was 
the fact that the Saigon government re-
pressed Buddhism—the ‘‘largest noncommu-
nist institution in the country’’—leaving an 
obvious void. She also criticized in her book 
those who sought to ignore or downplay the 
role of religion in many of the foreign policy 
conflicts she dealt with during her time in 
government, like Northern Ireland, Muslim 
India and pre-revolutionary Iran, saying, 
‘‘Religion is a large part of what motivates 

people and shapes their views of justice and 
right behavior.’’ 

At least in the United States, statistical 
research backs up the Pope’s philosophical 
and theological perspective. Robert Putnam 
and David Campbell, in their new work, 
American Grace: How Religion Divides and 
Unites Us, put forward empirical social 
science research to argue for the value of re-
ligion in establishing good behavior and im-
proved citizenship. Their data show when re-
ligion matters to people, they are more char-
itable with their time and their money, and 
they belong to more civic organizations. The 
research also correlates positively with po-
litical involvement of all ideologies and vot-
ing. Interestingly, the data show that the 
more religious one is, the more likely that 
person is to feel that tax evasion is ‘‘always 
wrong.’’ These are behaviors which are es-
sential to a smoothly functioning democracy 
which is engaged in preserving its freedoms. 
Their research proves empirically what 
George Washington thought in 1796, that ‘‘of 
all the dispositions and habits which lead to 
political prosperity, religion and morality 
are indispensable supports.’’ 

RELIGION AND REASON 
The Pope’s concern for the perils of secu-

larism has led to the second front of his per-
sonal diplomacy, the quest for a mutual rela-
tionship between reason and religion. His 
first opportunity to raise this issue came 
with the Islamic outrage over the publica-
tion of a cartoon of the Prophet Mohammed 
by the Danish cartoonist Kurt Westergaard 
in 2005. The Pope’s comment that ‘‘intoler-
ance and violence can never be justified as 
response[s] to offenses’’ parallels the U.S. 
State Department’s official position, which 
defended freedom of speech even when it was 
unpopular to do so. Both the United States 
and Holy See offered courageous support for 
journalists the world over. This issue contin-
ued as recently as last Fall when a group of 
extremists attempted to bomb the Swedish 
newspaper Jyllands-Posten because it had re-
printed the cartoon as a demonstration of 
free speech. 

Months later, Pope Benedict’s first foray 
into the global spotlight after his election 
featured highly publicized remarks at his 
former teaching post, the University of 
Regensburg. The Pope referred to Byzantine 
emperor Manuel II Paleologus saying Islam 
is Prophet Mohammed’s ‘‘command to spread 
by the sword the faith he preached’’ in an ef-
fort to express his concem over the extre-
mism, aggression and immutability reflected 
in certain Islamic doctrines and parts of the 
Koran. 

As the sound bite reverberated around the 
world, evoking a variety of reactions, the 
broader meaning and intent of his expres-
sions that day have resonated more pro-
foundly as a global discussion and analysis of 
the Koran, Islam and its relations to the 
modern world have ensued. 

The crucial point, reinforced constantly 
since Regensburg, is that reason and religion 
can—and indeed must—co-exist in the mod-
ern world. The only way forward is to contin-
ually foster this mutual relationship. What 
is a quest for rationality tempering fervor 
and fanaticism in some expressions of Islam 
and other religious traditions is coupled, at 
least by the Pope and the Holy See, with 
more fervor and excitement about religion in 
the modern, secular state. 

Since Regensburg there have been numer-
ous debates and publications commenting on 
the issue of the immutability of the word of 
the Prophet Mohammed expressed in the 
Koran, on whether Shiite or Sunni Islam is 
more subject to interpretation and 
contextualization and about what the En-
lightenment meant or should mean for 
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Islam. These issues are important and rel-
evant to the discussion of religion in moder-
nity and underscore the urgency of the need 
for workable doctrines, policies and intellec-
tual frameworks within which to create op-
portunities for reconciliation and conflict 
avoidance. 

Again in his address at Westminster Hall, 
the Pope postulated that advocates of both 
secular rationality and religious belief ‘‘need 
one another and should not be afraid to enter 
into a profound and ongoing dialogue, for the 
good of our civilization.’’ 

The harsh reality of the fault line between 
reason and religion has received greater 
international attention following the United 
Kingdom visit. Religious intolerance re-
cently fueled two deadly church bombings in 
the Middle East. The October 31, 2010 mas-
sacre in Baghdad killed more than 50 Syriac 
Catholics and 23 Coptic Christians were mur-
dered in Alexandria, Egypt on January 1, 
2011, all while attending services. These 
events tragically reaffirm the Pope’s UK call 
for religious freedom. 

CONCLUSION 
In his five years as pope, Benedict has led 

a diplomatic mission embracing the positive 
role of religion in politics, global justice and 
the peaceful evolution of civilization. Occa-
sionally blunt and sometimes misunder-
stood, he has not shrunk from the 21st cen-
tury challenges of secularization and radi-
calism and has lent his lifetime of theo-
logical and philosophical study to help solve 
these seemingly intractable problems. 

In his address for the celebration of the 
World Day of Peace on January 1, 2011, deliv-
ered almost as the attack in Alexandria was 
taking place, the Pope highlighted the 
humanizing and civilizing role of religion in 
the development of civil society. Pope Bene-
dict XVI said, ‘‘Freedom and respect are in-
separable;’’ and, moreover, that ‘‘religious 
freedom is the condition for the pursuit of 
truth.’’ He went on to quote from the Vati-
can II Declaration on Religious Freedom 
Dignitatis Humanae: ‘‘in exercising their 
rights, individuals and social groups are 
bound by the moral law to have regard for 
the rights of others.’’ Once again, in this 
message broadly addressed to all people, the 
Pope reaffirmed the critical linkages of reli-
gious freedom and human dignity to the pur-
suit of justice and peace, and to the truth 
and objective credibility which reason ad-
duces to the profession of faith. 

Though a relatively older Pope when he 
was elected, Pope Benedict XVI has shown 
vigor and spirit in expressing the diplomacy 
of the Holy See. The September trip to the 
United Kingdom urged preservation and en-
hancement of the role of religion in modern 
society and government, and continues to 
call for dialogue and the coexistence of reli-
gion and reason in today’s world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BREA BEAL, MS. 
BASKETBALL OF ILLINOIS FOR 
2017 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Brea Beal of Rock Island for 
being named this year’s Ms. Basketball of Illi-
nois. 

Brea is the first Quad-City basketball player 
to be awarded the title of Ms. Basketball of Illi-
nois, and I would like to recognize her for her 
tremendous talent. As a former college bas-

ketball player myself, I understand the time, 
hard work and dedication that goes into being 
awarded such a title. Additionally, Brea has 
consistently been ranked as one of the top 
basketball players in the state. Last year, she 
was the only freshman to make the Class 4A 
Illinois Basketball Coaches Association all- 
state first team and has showed continued 
growth in skill and heart. She is ranked as one 
of the top sophomore prospects in the nation, 
scoring more than 1,200 points in her young 
basketball career and only the third sopho-
more ever to be named Ms. Basketball of Illi-
nois. At this rate, Brea is on pace to break al-
most every Western Big 6 Conference record 
by the time she graduates. 

Not only does Brea lead on the court as the 
captain of the basketball team, she’s also 
deeply involved in our community, spending 
time volunteering when she isn’t practicing. 
Moreover, she is strong academically and 
maintains a 3.6 grade point average. 

It is because of passionate young leaders 
like Brea that I am especially proud to serve 
Illinois 17th Congressional District. Again, I’d 
like to congratulate Brea Beal for making the 
Quad-Cities proud, and wish her every suc-
cess in her bright future. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF AHMED 
‘‘KATHY’’ KATHRADA 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I awakened 
today to the news of a gentleman from South 
Africa, who was a man of historic proportion, 
an anti-apartheid activist and a blessed man, 
Ahmed Kathrada, known as Kathy, passed 
away. 

I had the privilege to meet this great man on 
two occasions, once in August 2009 and again 
in June 2016 while on a Congressional Dele-
gation honoring the 50th Anniversary of Rob-
ert F. Kennedy’s famous June 6, 1966 ‘‘Rip-
ples of Hope’’ human rights speech. I was to-
tally awed by his life and his peaceful nature. 

Kathy Kathrada spent decades in jail with 
Nelson Mandela, then spent the first years of 
democracy helping to shape South Africa’s 
government after the fall of apartheid. 

Kathy was an Indian gentleman and when 
he was eight years old his family moved from 
Schweizer-Reneke two hundred miles away to 
Johannesburg because there were no schools 
for Indians. Not only were there no schools for 
Indians, but when he was sent to prison there 
were no cells for Indians either. 

He became, at a very early age, an activist 
for social reform and against apartheid, first 
for Indian rights and then against apartheid 
and for South African rights. He became a po-
litical activist at 12 years old and at 17 years 
old, he was arrested for the first time after he 
left school to join the Transvaal Passive Re-
sistance Council. 

Kathy came into prominence in July 1963, 
when he was arrested with other anti-apart-
heid activists in Rivonia. That October, he was 
indicted on charges of trying to overthrow the 
government, start a guerrilla war, and open 
the door to invasion by foreign powers. On 
April 1964, he was sentenced to life in prison, 
at hard labor, along with Nelson Mandela, 

Walter Sisulu, Denis Golberg, Govan Mbeki, 
Raymond Mhlaba, Elias Motsoaledi, and An-
drew Mlangeni. The Rivonia trial became a 
signature moment in the struggle against 
apartheid. Mr. Kathrada spent 26 years and 3 
months behind bars, 18 of them on Robben 
Island, the apartheid regime’s most notorious 
prison. 

When he was in prison, he was sent to work 
in a limestone quarry for more than a decade. 
At one point, Mr. Kathrada, Mr. Mandela, and 
Mr. Sisulu were put on a meager ration of rice 
gruel as punishment for supposedly not work-
ing hard enough. Because Kathy was a 
mixed-race convict, he was given long trou-
sers while black convicts had to wear shorts 
without socks and even rations were distrib-
uted by race. Mr. Kathadra refused to accept 
his privileges unless they were also extended 
to his black comrades. He and other African 
National Congress (ANC) leaders helped Nel-
son Mandela draft his memoirs in prison and 
smuggle them out. While in prison, Mr. 
Kathrada obtained four university degrees, two 
in history and two in African politics. 

When he was released from prison, he 
wasn’t bitter, he practiced only peace and was 
committed to resolving race relations in South 
Africa. He was elected Parliament as a mem-
ber of the ANC in the first all-inclusive demo-
cratic South African elections in 1994 and was 
appointed to be a political advisor to President 
Nelson Mandela in the newly created post of 
Parliamentary Counsellor. He left parliamen-
tary politics in 1999. 

After his release, Kathy preached forgive-
ness. He befriended the people who had been 
his guards and who had subjected him. He ac-
tually moved back to Robben Island in 1999— 
this time to a private house, where he lived for 
nearly five years as the president of the 
Robben Island Museum where he led tours of 
the museums. On my second trip to South Af-
rica, where I met him for the second time, it 
was remarkable to see the prison guards hand 
the key to the prison to the former prisoner. 

Kathy remained dedicated to the ANC for 
the rest of his life and he was never afraid to 
speak his mind. He was a member of his 
neighborhood branch and attended national 
functions of the ANC. Last April, he called on 
President Zuma to resign, after South Africa’s 
highest court found that the president violated 
his oath of office by refusing to pay back pub-
lic money spent on renovations to his rural 
home. He was never afraid to criticize corrup-
tion and promote the values of love and 
peace. He lamented that South Africa re-
mained so geographically divided and eco-
nomically disparate. He always worked for a 
non-sexist, non-racial, democratic South Afri-
ca. 

He received four honorary degrees in his life 
including from the University of Kentucky, 
Michigan State, and the University of Missouri. 
He is rightly revered in South Africa and 
around the world. Kathy was a great human 
being and a humanitarian individual who 
served the Indian people, the South African 
nation, and humanity in a superb fashion. 
Kathy is survived by his longtime partner Bar-
bara Hogan, a former political prisoners and 
government minister. His was a life well-lived. 
I was fortunate to have met him, and I am 
sorry for his loss. 
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CONGRATULATING THE SILSBEE 

BULLDOGS FOR THEIR STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP VICTORY 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Silsbee Bulldogs for winning the 
Class 4–A State Basketball Championship on 
March 11, 2017 at the Alamodome in San An-
tonio, Texas. There is no doubt it takes an in-
credible amount of persistence, hard work, 
passion and skill to accomplish this feat. 
These young men have shown all of these 
qualities and I applaud each and every one of 
them. I would like to personally recognize 
each one of them and their coaches. 

Players: Bruce Newton, Calvin Tyler, Mi-
chael McCain, Braelon Bush, Jordyn Adams, 
Trajan Harris, Willie Jones, Adonis Thomas, 
Jadon Bass, Landyn Tyler, Chris Martin, Chris 
Thomas, Decoby Jones, Kalon Barnes and 
Devon McCain; Superintendent: Richard Bain; 
Principal: Paul Trevino; Athletic Director: 
Randy Smith; Assistant Athletic Director: Kim 
Albers; Head Coach: Joe Sigler; Assistant 
Coaches: Ira Brooks and James Collins; Man-
ager: Jerome Boykins; Athletic Trainer: John 
Williamson; Student Trainer: Brittany Ste-
phens. 

I wish each one of them continued success 
on and off the basketball court. Go Bulldogs. 

f 

H.R. 479, THE NORTH KOREA 
STATE SPONSOR OF TERRORISM 
DESIGNATION ACT OF 2017 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, North 
Korea spent 20 years on the State Sponsor of 
Terrorism list for acts of international terrorism 
and its dangerous proliferation activities. But in 
2008, North Korea was taken off the state 
sponsors of terrorism list in exchange for its 
commitment to dismantle its nuclear program. 

Nine years later, we’ve lived up to our end 
of the bargain while North Korea has carried 
out four nuclear tests. Not only that—but little 
Kim has escalated his support for international 
terrorism. 

In 2009 alone, three North Korean arms 
shipments bound for terrorist groups were 
interdicted. North Korean experts have ad-
vised both Hezbollah and Hamas in the con-
struction of their terrorist tunnel networks. 

North Korea has directly menaced the U.S. 
using new-age digital terrorism, launching 
cyber-attacks against U.S. government agen-
cies and Sony Pictures. 

Last month Kim Jon-un’s half-brother was 
brutally assassinated in Malaysia by sus-
pected North Korean operatives using the 
chemical weapon VX nerve agent. 

North Korea’s actions have only grown more 
flagrant since being removed from the ter-
rorism list. Kim’s actions threaten our infra-
structure, our economy, and ultimately our na-
tional security. 

That’s why I introduced H.R. 479 The North 
Korea State Sponsor of Terrorism Designation 

Act. My bill requires the Secretary of State to 
determine whether or not North Korea meets 
the criteria for a State Sponsor of Terrorism. 
It also expresses the sense of Congress that 
North Korea likely meets the criteria for des-
ignation as an SST. North Korea is a State 
Sponsor of terrorism. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT THE SUPREME 
COURT MISINTERPRETED THE 
FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE CON-
STITUTION IN THE CASE OF 
BUCKLEY V. VALEO RESOLUTION 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the ‘‘Expressing the Sense of Con-
gress that the Supreme Court Misinterpreted 
the First Amendment to the Constitution in the 
Case of Buckley v. Valeo’’ Resolution, an im-
portant bill to promote and preserve free 
speech. 

The landmark Supreme Court case Buckley 
v. Valeo was decided over forty years ago. 
Justice Byron White called the decision ‘‘a 
mortal danger against which effective preven-
tive and curative steps must be taken.’’ 

In the wake of a Presidential election where 
spending approached $5 billion, we see the in-
fluence of wealthy donors. They are granted 
an inordinate amount of influence over the 
politicians they elect. True to form, it appears 
to have endowed donors with an unusually 
high number of Cabinet positions in the Trump 
Administration. Nearly 38 percent of President 
Trump’s high-level government posts were 
given to campaign donors. 

Congress must end the current practice of 
allowing elections to be bought by the highest 
bidder. If money equals free speech, then lack 
of money equals lack of free speech. 

We must ensure that our campaigns are re-
flective of the people’s voices, not those of 
Wall Street and corporations. Buckley v. Valeo 
took this inviolate First Amendment right away 
from the people. In order to secure free 
speech as a right of ‘‘we the people,’’ this mis-
interpretation must be readdressed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
186, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Aye. 

TRIBUTE TO THE EDITOR OF MID-
LAND DAILY NEWS AT THE 
HEARST CORPORATION JOHN H. 
‘‘JACK’’ TELFER II 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Jack Telfer, the Editor of the 
Midland Daily News, upon his retirement. 

Jack was born and raised in Port Huron 
where he attended St. Clair County Commu-
nity College and earned his Associates de-
gree. He went on to attend Central Michigan 
University and graduated with a Bachelors in 
Journalism in 1978. After finishing school, 
Jack began his career in journalism as a court 
and police beat reporter for the Daily Tribune. 

Jack went on to become the Editor of the 
Huron Daily Tribune in 1983. His leadership 
was exceptional and he earned the Hearst 
Eagle Award, which is the company’s highest 
award for excellence. In 1991, he moved to 
Midland to become the Editor of the Midland 
Daily News, another Hearst Publication. In his 
25 years at the Midland Daily News, he has 
been a cornerstone of the paper’s success 
and helped lead it to the 2016 Michigan Press 
Association Newspaper of the Year award. 

Outside of work, Jack’s wife Jeanne, daugh-
ter Renee and son John Telfer III along with 
their spouses and his grandchildren have 
been the biggest part of his life. Jack looks 
forward to spending more time with them and 
further imparting his legacy of faith and love of 
hockey. 

Jack has been especially helpful in giving 
back to Michigan’s Fourth District. He has had 
strong involvement with the United Way of 
Midland, volunteering and serving on the 
board. His strategic thinking has helped the 
organization and our community. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, I am honored today to recog-
nize Jack Telfer for his lifetime of work in 
media and for his commitment to the Midland 
Community. 

f 

TO CONGRATULATE AND HONOR 
ANGELINA M. PENNISI STEINER 
FOR HER LITERARY ACHIEVE-
MENTS 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate and honor Angelina M. Pennisi 
Steiner for her literary achievements. At the 
age of thirteen, her poem ‘‘The Rusty Clock’’ 
was selected to be included in the award-win-
ning Children’s Album of Poetry Archives. 
After submitting another poem, ‘‘A Nightly 
Wish,’’ Mrs. Steiner became the only person in 
her school to be included twice. In 2014, her 
first book, ‘‘Chasing Dreams’’ was published. 
Now, her second book, ‘‘Beautiful Words 
Coming My Way’’ is being published and 
archived in the Library of Congress. 

Mrs. Steiner joined the Plant City Senior 
Center several years ago, where she shared 
her talents in weekly poetry readings. She be-
came a member of the Florida Writer’s Asso-
ciation, has been a guest at Winter Haven’s 
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‘‘Meet the Artist Event in the Park,’’ and was 
the featured guest speaker at Bruton Memorial 
Library. Angelina recently participated in the 
36th Annual Tampa Bay Senior Talent Show-
case. 

A loving wife, and a mother of four children, 
Mrs. Steiner is inspired from everyday events, 
and has the talent to paint a beautiful picture 
through her poetry. Her rare talent and literary 
achievements must not go unrecognized. It 
makes me proud that a constituent of mine 
has achieved success in her literary endeav-
ors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RHUDINE 
DORSEY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal 
congratulations to an exceptional community 
leader and outstanding citizen, Mrs. Rhudine 
Warren Nelson Dorsey, fondly known as Dina, 
as she celebrates 45 years of service with the 
Georgia Legal Services Program. 

Dina was born to John and Minnie Warren 
in Columbus, Georgia. As an ‘‘Army brat,’’ her 
family moved around a lot and she attended 
several schools. She finished high school at 
William H. Spencer High School in Columbus, 
Georgia. She furthered her education at Co-
lumbus College (now Columbus State Univer-
sity) and Chattahoochee Valley Community 
College. 

In 1972, Dina began working at the Georgia 
Legal Services Program, formerly the Legal 
Aid Society, and has been an advocate for 
low-income clients with the organization ever 
since. She started as a receptionist under the 
management of attorney Rufe McCombs. She 
has since served as Domestic Relations Coor-
dinator, Communications Coordinator, Pro 
Bono Coordinator, and Paralegal. In these 
roles, she has helped numerous clients collect 
countless dollars owed to them by government 
agencies such as the Social Security Adminis-
tration. 

The Georgia Legal Services Program was 
founded in 1971, just one year before Dina 
began to work there. While independent of the 
Georgia State Bar, the organization was 
formed to establish a statewide legal services 
program and provide expanded legal services 
in Macon, Columbus and Savannah. Today, 
the Georgia Legal Services Program serves 
about 10,000 clients a year directly and many 
more through free legal clinics and ‘‘Ask a 
Lawyer’’ days. 

Dina’s work with the Georgia Legal Services 
Program over the past 45 years has been 
widely recognized in the Columbus commu-
nity. In 2006, she received the Liberty Bell 
Award from the Columbus Bar Association. 
That same year, she received the Mayor’s 
Commission on Unity and Diversity Distin-
guished Woman Award. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get; you make 
your life by what you give.’’ Not only has Dina 
established a legacy in advocating for quality 
legal services for low-income people, but she 
has also done a tremendous job of giving 
back to the great city of Columbus, and I am 

very grateful for her tireless efforts to make 
the community stronger. A woman of great in-
tegrity, her efforts, her dedication, and her ex-
pertise in her field are unparalleled, but her 
heart for helping others is what has made her 
life’s work truly special. 

On a personal note, I have been blessed to 
know Dina since 1972 when I first moved to 
Columbus. She and her family have been dear 
friends to me and my family and I can say 
without reservation that she is one of the most 
passionate and warmhearted individuals with 
whom I have had the pleasure of working. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending our sincerest appreciation to Mrs. 
Rhudine Dorsey as she celebrates 45 years of 
service with the Georgia Legal Services Pro-
gram. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
DONALD ELY 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I honor the life of my friend, 
Mr. Don Ely, and express my deepest condo-
lences to his family and friends. 

On March 13, 2017, at 81 years old, Don 
passed away. The people of Sunbury and the 
greater community of Pennsylvania’s 11th Dis-
trict, along with myself, will miss him greatly 
and are forever thankful for the service he pro-
vided his community. 

Don began his career as a clergyman, serv-
ing congregations across the Commonwealth 
for nearly a decade before launching his ca-
reer in education. Don was an accomplished 
school teacher, having taught history, govern-
ment, and civics for over 32 years. at 
Shikellamy High School in Sunbury. During 
the majority of his teaching years, he contin-
ued his work as a pastor until he had com-
pleted 25 years of his ministry. In addition to 
his work as a pastor and an educator, Don 
was also active in politics. He became a mem-
ber of the Northumberland County Republican 
Committee in 1987 and the Republican State 
Committee in 1992, never missing a single 
meeting. Don was instrumental in supporting 
Republican candidates on the local, state, and 
federal levels. He was also an active, contrib-
uting member of the Heritage Foundation, the 
Commonwealth Foundation of Pennsylvania, 
and Pennsylvanians for Effective Government. 
Whether it was his years of leadership for the 
Republican Party of Pennsylvania, his work as 
a teacher, or his dedication to his family, 
Don’s impact on the Sunbury community will 
not soon be forgotten. 

Don is survived by his wife of 49 years, Lois 
Kirkpatrick Ely, and their three children, Kath-
leen Ely Lybarger, Dr. Stephen Ely and his 
wife Herta, and Yvonne Ely Renaud, his 
grandchildren, Olivia, Sophia, and Luke 
Lybarger, James, Ethan, and Patrick Renaud, 
George and Stephen Ely, his niece, Sandra 
Smith Kastel, as well as Philip Smith and 
Cindy Smith Leist. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
legendary life of Mr. Don Ely. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. LUNS C. 
RICHARDSON 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a patriotic American, outstanding 
South Carolina, and very special friend and 
constituent, Dr. Luns C. Richardson. He is re-
tiring after 43 years as President of Morris 
College in my hometown of Sumter, South 
Carolina, the alma mater of both my parent. 

Dr. Luns C. Richardson is the longest serv-
ing college president in South Carolina and 
the ninth president of Morris College. He is a 
native of Hartsville, where he graduated from 
Butler High School in 1945 as Class Valedic-
torian. He received the A.B. degree (magna 
cum laude) from Benedict College and the 
M.A. degree in higher education administration 
at Teachers College, Columbia University. He 
pursued additional studies at my alma mater, 
South Carolina State University, Rutgers Uni-
versity and the University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville. 

Dr. Richardson held several significant posi-
tions in secondary, vocational and higher edu-
cation before becoming President of Morris 
College in 1974. He served fifteen years at 
Denmark Technical College (then known as 
South Carolina Area Trade School) as Dean 
of Men, Chaplain and teacher, two years as 
the principal of St. Helena High School, 
Frogmore, South Carolina, and one year as 
the principal of Wilson High School, in Flor-
ence, South Carolina. He also served six 
years at Benedict College, the last sixteen 
months as Acting President. Prior to his as-
suming the presidency of Morris College, he 
was the Executive Vice President at Voorhees 
College in Denmark, South Carolina. He 
served as pastor of Thankful Baptist Church in 
Bamberg, South Carolina for 56 years, 1958 
until 2014. 

My family’s relationship with Morris College 
is very personal. My mother graduated from 
Morris College in 1953 when I was 12 years 
old. My father studied theology at Morris in the 
early 1940s for three years but was not al-
lowed to finish his studies because he had not 
graduated from high school. Having been bom 
in 1897 in segregated South Carolina, my fa-
ther was never allowed to advance beyond the 
seventh grade. Though he was not allowed to 
graduate in 1945 as he should have, thanks to 
Dr. Richardson and the Board of Trustees, he 
was posthumously awarded his Bachelor of 
Theology Degree 58 years later in 2003, a 
most proud moment for my family and for me. 

Under Dr. Richardson’s leadership, numer-
ous developments have taken place at Morris 
College: the liquidation of a half-million indebt-
edness, the construction of 17 new buildings, 
an increase in library holdings to more than 
132,000 volumes, faculty upgrading to 72 per-
cent earned doctorates, curriculum expansion 
including at least 16 new majors and an Army 
ROTC unit. 

The endowment has grown from $30,000 to 
more than $12 million. He also led Morris Col-
lege in its initial accreditation by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commis-
sion on Colleges in 1978 and to membership 
in the United Negro College Fund in 1982. 
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Dr. Richardson has received more than 100 

honors and awards, locally, statewide, region-
ally, and nationally from Greek letter organiza-
tions, churches, conventions, schools, col-
leges, civic organizations, states and cities. 
Benedict College and Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University, have named him out-
standing alumnus. Morris College, Benedict 
College, and Coker College have conferred on 
him honorary doctorate degrees, as well as 
Simmons Bible College in Louisville, Kentucky. 
As a leader in the community and throughout 
South Carolina, he has served on many 
Boards and Commissions to include the South 
Carolina Chamber of Commerce Board. 

Mr. Speaker, the full list of Dr. Richardson’s 
accomplishments could fill volumes in the 
Congressional Record. It suffices to say, Dr. 
Luns C. Richardson is a giant of a man whose 
impact on the countless lives he touched, the 
City of Sumter, the state of South Carolina 
and indeed the entire nation will be felt 
throughout the ages. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I missed a 
vote on March 24, 2017 to approve the Jour-
nal. I would have voted to approve the pre-
vious day’s Journal. 

f 

H.R. 390, IRAQ AND SYRIA GENO-
CIDE EMERGENCY RELIEF AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2017 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the evil 
group, ISIS, intentionally targeted Christians 
worldwide because of their religious belief. But 
ISIS did not only target Christians. They tar-
geted any religious group, including some 
Muslims who disagree with them. 

These sick folks are proud of the fact that 
they commit genocide. ISIS fighters posted 
videos and pictures online of their barbaric be-
headings of Christians and others who refused 
to bow to their ideology. 

Thanks to these horrendous crimes against 
humanity, for the first time since Jesus there 
are almost no Christians left in this part of the 
world. There were 1.5 million Christians in Iraq 
in 2003. Since that time, terrorists have either 
killed or forced Christians to run for their lives. 

The massacres committed by this terrorist 
group in the name of a perverted jihad religion 
are the worst crimes we have seen in our life-
time. H.R. 390 will help those groups that 
have suffered unimaginable atrocities at the 
hands of ISIS get the assistance they need. I 
am proud to be a cosponsor of this bill. This 
legislation demands ISIS be held accountable 
for what it does. By identifying these perpetra-
tors of genocide we will be able to hold crimi-
nal trials and bring them to justice. After all, 
isn’t justice what we do in the United States? 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 30, 2017 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
APRIL 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Neil M. Gorsuch, of Colo-
rado, to be an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
and Rod J. Rosenstein, of Maryland, to 
be Deputy Attorney General, and Ra-
chel L. Brand, of Iowa, to be Associate 
Attorney General, both of the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

SH–216 

APRIL 4 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Strategic Command programs. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine fencing 

along the southwest border. 
SD–342 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine efforts to 

protect U.S. energy delivery systems 
from cybersecurity threats. 

SD–366 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine FDA user 

fee agreements, focusing on improving 
medical product regulations and inno-
vation for patients. 

SD–430 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 

Science, and Related Agencies 
To hold hearings to examine national 

water hazards and vulnerabilities, fo-

cusing on improved forecasting for re-
sponses and mitigation. 

SD–192 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

To receive a closed briefing on cyber 
threats to the United States. 

SVC–217 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation 

and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety and Security 

To hold hearings to examine keeping 
goods moving, focusing on continuing 
to enhance multimodal freight policy 
and infrastructure. 

SR–253 

APRIL 5 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine improving 

border security and public safety. 
SD–342 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing 

and Urban Development, and Related 
Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine protecting 
our midshipmen, focusing on pre-
venting sexual assault and sexual har-
assment at the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy. 

SD–192 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Business meeting to consider pending 

calendar business. 
SH–216 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Scott Gottlieb, of Connecticut, 
to be Commissioner of Food and Drugs, 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

SD–430 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine the decline 
of economic opportunity in the United 
States, focusing on causes and con-
sequences. 

LHOB–1100 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold closed hearings to examine intel-
ligence programs and threat assess-
ment. 

SVC–217 

2 p.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health 

Policy 
To hold hearings to examine a progress 

report on conflict minerals. 
SD–419 

APRIL 6 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Southern Command and United 
States Northern Command. 

SD–G50 
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