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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ SMETHERS 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the life of William ‘‘Bill’’ 
Smethers, who passed away on March 31, 
2017. Bill was a wonderful friend and beloved 
member of our community whose passing is 
deeply felt. Having known and worked with 
Bill, I know that he will be greatly missed. He 
touched many lives throughout his decades of 
service to our community. 

As a former Santa Clara County Fair Man-
ager, Bill fought to protect the County Fair 
from being eliminated and continued to advo-
cate for improving the Fair well after leaving 
his post as manager. His steadfast dedication 
became an inspiration for others to follow, en-
couraging them to preserve and continue 
these Fairs, festivals, and other cultural institu-
tions not only in Santa Clara County but 
across California. 

Most importantly, Bill founded Youth Focus 
Inc. almost 50 years ago to empower and mo-
tivate youth, providing learning opportunities 
for youth to excel and become future leaders 
in our community. Through various cultural 
and educational enrichment programs, Bill and 
his team at Youth Focus Inc. made a tremen-
dous impact on countless young people by 
helping them develop skills they needed to be-
come productive and contributing members of 
our society. His work has left a lasting impres-
sion on those who participated in Youth Focus 
Inc. programs and will continue to be felt by 
future generations. 

Mr. Speaker, our San Jose community 
mourns the passing of Bill Smethers as we 
honor his life today. We thank him for his last-
ing contributions to our community and join his 
loved ones in celebrating his incredible life. 

f 

REINA BAUTISTA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Reina 
Bautista for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Reina Bautista is a 10th grader at Eagle 
Ridge Academy and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Reina 
Bautista is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Reina Bautista for winning the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE CHUCK 
BERRY, THE FATHER OF ROCK N’ 
ROLL 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a legendary American musical genius; 

An inaugural member of the Rock n’ Roll 
Hall of Fame; 

And a former neighbor and friend of the 
Clay family for six decades . . . 

The father of Rock n’ Roll; the immortal 
Chuck Berry. 

Mr. Berry, a legendary singer, songwriter 
and guitarist who created the original Amer-
ican art form that would come to be known as 
Rock n’ Roll, died on March 18 at the age of 
90. 

He began singing in the Antioch Baptist 
Church choir in St. Louis when he was just six 
years old. 

In 1952, when jazz pianist Johnnie Johnson 
lost his saxophonist, Alvin Bennett, to a stroke 
on Christmas Eve, he called on Mr. Berry to 
join the Sir John Trio. 

The group played at the famed Cosmopoli-
tan Club in East St. Louis. Although he was a 
new guitarist, Mr. Berry added vocals and 
showmanship to the group and was soon its 
leader. 

During a 1955 visit to Chicago, legendary 
Blues man Muddy Waters suggested that 
Berry should reach out to Leonard Chess at 
Chess Records. 

Mr. Berry sent him four demos; one was his 
iconic single . . . Maybellene. He got the con-
tract. 

The high-octane Maybellene became his 
first hit single. 

As the civil rights movement was awakening 
the nation to the struggle for justice and equal-
ity for African Americans, Chuck Berry’s music 
smashed the color barrier. He was one of the 
first Black artists to become as popular with 
white audiences as he was with Black audi-
ences. 

In 1958, he did an ode to teenage-hood: 
Sweet Little Sixteen. It grabbed the No. 1 spot 
on the R&B chart and No. 2 on the pop chart. 

Then came Johnny B. Goode, his anthem 
that was part autobiography, part tribute to his 
piano player, Johnny Johnson. It’s about a 
poor country boy with a gift for playing the gui-
tar and dreams of someday seeing his name 
up in lights ‘‘saying Johnny B. Goode tonight.’’ 

In 1987, his self-titled autobiography was 
published and the enduring documentary film 
about his life, Hail! Hail! Rock n’ Roll, was re-
leased. 

Mr. Berry appeared as himself in the 1978 
film, American Hot Wax, and performed at the 
Carter White House in 1979. 

A career that transcended hate and racism, 
and outlasted hardship, began winning long- 
overdue recognition in the ’80s. 

In 1985, he received the Grammy Lifetime 
Achievement Award and was inducted into the 
Blues Foundation’s Blues Hall of Fame. 

In 1986, after more than 40 years in show 
business, Chuck Berry was inducted into the 
Rock n’ Roll Hall of Fame as a member of its 
inaugural class. 

Two years later, Chuck Berry received his 
star on St. Louis’ Walk of Fame. 

In 2011 . . . a larger than life statue of Mr. 
Berry was installed near his star, across the 
street from the world-famous Blueberry Hill on 
Delmar Boulevard in the heart of my Congres-
sional District. 

The Beatles, The Rolling Stones and many 
other world-class groups owe their success to 
the innovative genius of Chuck Berry. 

Mr. Berry’s most recent award, the Polar 
Music Prize, aptly stated: ‘‘Every riff and solo 
played by rock guitarists over the last 60 years 
contains DNA that can be traced right back to 
Chuck Berry.’’ 

Charles Edward Anderson Berry was born 
Oct. 18, 1926 in St. Louis’ historic Ville neigh-
borhood. He was the fourth of Martha Bell 
Banks Berry and Henry William Berry Sr.’s six 
children. 

Mr. Berry is survived by his wife, Themetta, 
and his four children, Ingrid Berry, Melody 
Eskridge, Aloha Isa Leigh Berry and Charles 
Berry Jr. 

On behalf of the Clay family, I want to ex-
press our deepest condolences to our old 
friends . . . the Berry family. 

And on behalf of music fans everywhere, I 
want to give thanks for the life of this leg-
endary artist . . . whose legacy and unique 
sound will live on for generations to come. 

A true St. Louis legend and an American 
treasure . . . Chuck Berry. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on April 3, 
2017, and April 4, 2017, I was absent from the 
House and missed Roll Call Votes 209 
through 216. 

Had I been present for Roll Call Vote 209, 
on passage of H. Res. 92, I would have voted 
Yes. 

Had I been present for Roll Call Vote 210, 
on passage of H.R. 479, I would have voted 
Yes. 

Had I been present for Roll Call Vote 211, 
on ordering the previous question, I would 
have voted No. 

Had I been present for Roll Call Vote 212, 
on agreeing to H. Res. 241, I would have 
voted No. 
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Had I been present for Roll Call Vote 213, 

on ordering the previous question, I would 
have voted No. 

Had I been present for Roll Call Vote 214, 
on agreeing to H. Res. 240, I would have 
voted No. 

Had I been present for Roll Call Vote 215, 
on the motion to recommit H.R. 1343, I would 
have voted Yes. 

Had I been present for Roll Call Vote 216, 
on passage of H.R. 1343, I would have voted 
No. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING 
THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA VET-
ERANS ASSOCIATION’S 2ND ANNI-
VERSARY CELEBRATION 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize and celebrate the Northern Virginia Vet-
erans Association’s 2nd Anniversary Celebra-
tion. NOVA Veterans operates with the mis-
sion of supporting local veterans and families 
through coordination of services and case 
management until all needs are met. After co-
ordinating resources for the veterans and their 
families, NOVA Veterans then completes the 
case by supplying information on local fitness, 
arts programs, and recreation resources. 

NOVA Veterans began supporting veterans 
and their families in July 2015 and have since 
supported more than 50 clients and have com-
pleted more than 600 hours of case manage-
ment. The organization has grown to include 
42 partners, affiliates, sponsors, and donors. 
NOVA Veterans has more than 60 individuals 
who support their mission on an individual 
level through volunteering and donations and 
these numbers continue to grow. 

NOVA Veterans’ comprehensive network of 
proven local resources creates rapid, efficient, 
and effective results while also serving as a 
rally point where former and current military 
members and military support organizations 
can team up and serve their community. The 
multifaceted, inclusive, and collaborative sup-
port and care NOVA Veterans gives to our na-
tion’s veterans and their families empowers 
them to become involved in their communities 
and to improve the health and quality of their 
lives. Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
celebrating NOVA Veterans’ second anniver-
sary and to wish them continued success in 
the future. 

f 

TRUMP DIRTY ENERGY 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

HON. NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGÁN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, after the 
hottest recorded year in history, Donald Trump 
and his Environmental Destruction Agency 
under Administrator Scott Pruitt will undo more 
than a decade’s worth of progress fighting cli-
mate change and protecting public health by 
seeking to eliminate the Clean Power Plan as 
we know it. 

The Clean Power Plan which seeks to re-
duce carbon pollution from fossil-fueled power 
plants by more than 30 percent, was the big-
gest action the United States had ever taken 
to reduce carbon pollution, the main source 
driving climate change. It was also the 
lynchpin of the Paris Climate Agreement which 
brought countries from all over the world to-
gether for the first time to combat climate 
change. 

By weakening the Clean Power Plan and re-
treating as the world’s leader in combating cli-
mate change, the Trump Administration is giv-
ing away the ever-growing clean energy econ-
omy to China. 

Contrary to President Trump’s assertions, 
these actions will not bring back coal-mining 
jobs in Appalachia as natural gas continues to 
be more economically competitive than coal, 
the main reason for coal’s demise. 

The climate gap, the sometimes hidden and 
often-unequal impact of climate change on 
people of color and the poor, is real and only 
getting worse. Climate change disproportion-
ately impacts minority and low-income com-
munities like those in my district, especially 
with respect to heat waves, air quality and ex-
treme weather events. 

Low-income and minority communities in the 
inner city are more susceptible to the ‘‘heat is-
land’’ effect where temperatures are magnified 
by concrete and asphalt. Reports have shown 
that African Americans living in Los Angeles 
are twice as likely to die as other Angelenos 
during a heat wave. 

One of my top priorities is the issue of envi-
ronmental justice—people should not breathe 
dirtier air simply because of their income or 
what they look like. As a United States Con-
gresswoman for California’s 44th congres-
sional district, I will do everything I can to en-
sure clean air, water and lands for vulnerable 
populations. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GARY BOSWELL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Gary Bos-
well. Gary was honored by the Adams Com-
munity Chamber of Commerce with the 
Agriculturalist of the Year Award at their an-
nual banquet on January 26, 2017. 

Gary is currently a member and board 
member of the Adams County Farm Bureau, 
and is secretary for the Southwest Iowa Egg 
Cooperative Board. He was selected as 
Southwest Iowa Region 8 Conservation Farm-
er of the Year and is currently a member of 
the Iowa Cattleman Association, Iowa Soy-
bean Association and the American Soybean 
Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Gary for receiving 
this outstanding award and for his continued 
commitment to the agriculture community. I 
am proud to represent him, and Iowans like 
him, in the United States Congress. I ask that 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives join me in congratulating 
Gary and in wishing him nothing but continued 
success. 

ZAIRA GARCIA DE LA CUEVA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Zaira Garcia 
De La Cueva for receiving the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Zaira Garcia De La Cueva is an 11th grader 
at Northglenn High School and received this 
award because her determination and hard 
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties. 

The dedication demonstrated by Zaira Gar-
cia De La Cueva is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Zaira Garcia De La Cueva for winning the 
Adams County Mayors and Commissioners 
Youth Award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character in all of her 
future accomplishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ALBERT ‘‘AL’’ 
YANGER ON RECEIVING THE U.S. 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRA-
TION’S 2017 VETERAN SMALL 
BUSINESS CHAMPION OF THE 
YEAR AWARD FOR GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Albert ‘‘Al’’ 
Yanger on receiving the U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s 2017 Veteran Small Business 
Champion of the Year Award for Guam. This 
award honors an individual on Guam who has 
fulfilled a commitment to advancing small busi-
ness opportunities for Veterans of the U.S. 
Armed Forces. 

Al is the Co-Founder and President of 
Galaide Professional Services, Inc. (GPSI). 
Galaide Professional Services, Inc. is a Dis-
abled Veteran Owned and SBA HUBZone cer-
tified small business providing professional, 
technical management, administrative and 
general contracting services for the Federal 
Government, Government of Guam and clients 
in the Western Pacific Region. 

Al faithfully served in the U.S. Army for 22 
years and retired as the Division Chief of Intel-
ligence at the Pentagon. He then joined the 
private sector and worked for the Native 
American Industrial Distributers, Inc. Al recog-
nized there was a need for the services he 
was providing with NAID in his home island of 
Guam and returned to the island in 2010. To-
gether with his partner and fellow veteran 
Frankie Dumanal, Al launced Galaide Profes-
sional Services Inc. in December 2010. The 
company specializes in program/project man-
agement consulting with core competencies in 
the information technology sector. GPSI Guam 
works diligently with the Department of De-
fense Small Business representatives on 
Guam and has helped build the confidence of 
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federal and local buyers to use local Veteran/ 
Disabled Veteran Owned Small Businesses. 
Additionally, GPSI Guam is committed to 
using other Veteran/Disabled Veteran Owned 
Small Businesses as subcontractors. GPSI 
Guam supports Joint Region Marianas, U.S. 
Navy and U.S. Air Force small business pro-
grams and the University of Guam Procure-
ment Technical Assistance Center and Small 
Business Development Center. GPSI Guam is 
also a strong supporter of the Employee Sup-
port of the Guard and Reserve through finan-
cial donation and recruiting through the ESGR 
office. Half of GPSI Guam’s work force is 
proudly made up of retired military or active 
guard and reserve members. 

Al and GPSI Guam are also active in the is-
land community. GPSI Guam is a member of 
the Guam Chamber of Commerce and the 
Chamber’s Small Business and Armed Forces 
Committees. They are also members of the 
Guam Contractor’s Association and Guam 
Visitors Bureau. 

I join the people of Guam in congratulating 
Albert ‘‘Al’’ Yanger on his selection as the 
SBA’s 2017 Veteran Small Business Cham-
pion for Guam. I commend him for his many 
contributions to our island and community. 

f 

HONORING THE CARTHAGE HIGH 
SCHOOL BULLDOGS, 2016 CLASS 4- 
A, DIVISION I STATE FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONS 

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, nestled in the 
eastern portion of the First District of Texas is 
a community which is home to the Texas 
Country Music Hall of Fame, known as the 
Gas Capital of the United States, and also 
home to the Texas state champions of the 
high school gridiron for 2008, 2009, 2010, and 
2013. Once again we have the great honor to 
recognize the accomplishments of the 
Carthage Bulldogs football team which has 
captured the title of Class 4A Division I Texas 
State Football Champions for the fifth time in 
the school’s history. 

The title match found the Abilene Wylie Bull-
dogs meeting the Carthage Bulldogs on the 
turf to tangle for the state championship brag-
ging rights, with the Carthage team emerging 
victorious and a final score of 31–17. The 
Carthage Bulldogs displayed great resilience 
and commitment throughout their season, and 
it is indeed an honor to bring these out-
standing athletes to national attention and re-
tention in our national record. The life lessons 
learned about teamwork, perseverance, and 
discipline will no doubt improve every partici-
pant in immeasurable ways. 

My heartfelt congratulations to champions 
Ashton Hicks, Jesus Jimenez, Keilinn Shelton, 
Davian Parker, Dee Bowens, Baylor Colle, 
Mason Graham, Felipe Ponce, Mekhi Colbert, 
Greg Hurst, Jase Dixon, Macain Jones, 
Dewaylon Ingram, Cole Whitlock, Josh 
Gradberg, Darrian Ingram, Elijah King, Tristan 
Boniol, Jace Tiller, Brandon Medrano, Roderic 
Calloway, Austin Russell, Gunner Capps, Aus-
tin Gray, Chris Attaway, James Ebarb, 
Cam’ron Matlock, Peyton Bickham, Nick 
Moore, Jaden Smith, Dayquan Woodard, Nate 

Brittenham, Logan Baker, Christian McClure, 
Freeman Thomas, Jaime Gonzalez, Kason 
Davis, Kevion Booty, Grant Griffin, Jesse 
Wayne Pierce, Brewster Griffith, Hunter Gaug-
er, Chad West, Callam Barber, Terrance 
Lewis, J.T. Romero, Tyler Lewis, Demetrius 
Cooper, Mykel Gates, Casey Jones, Tucker 
Smith, Tanner Elliott, Jose Dejulian, Brandon 
Collier, Keaontay Ingram, Tykieast Crawford, 
Montario Wilson, Dillon Ebarb, Kaden Hol-
comb, Peyton Monroe, Trevonte Alexander, 
Matt Davis, Kelvontay Dixon, Tre Gatlin, Jalen 
Brooks, Alberto Sigala, Callahan Baldree. 

No matter how talented and committed, no 
team could achieve such success without a 
head coach of extraordinary vision and ability 
who could lead the Bulldogs to success both 
on and off the field. Scott Surratt has earned 
an unprecedented five state titles in his ten 
year career as head coach for the Carthage 
Bulldogs, placing him in the prestigious posi-
tion of being one of the most successful Texas 
high school football coaches of all time. 

The Bulldogs are a perfect representation of 
what can be accomplished when a team pos-
sesses both perseverance and resolve with 
proper guidance from the entire coaching and 
support staff. Congratulations are extended to 
Assistant Coaches: Darren Preston, Kevin 
Davis, Lee Berry, Zeke Dixon, Clint Endsley, 
John Goodwin, Brandon Hargers, Demond 
Horsley, Ryan Marion, Dennis McLaughlin, 
Jim Milstead, Mike Morgan, Josh Ross, Char-
lie Tucker, James Watson; Junior High Coach-
es: Paul Bishop, Art Horton, Jeff Griffin, Bryan 
Stacy, Damon Roberts; Athletic Trainer: Derek 
Reed; Athletic Secretary: Mamie Vanover; and 
the Student Assistants: Mynaisa Bowman, 
Tara Sells, Serena Rascoe, Neece Pellum, 
Kayleigh McCormick, Ebonae Maxwell, Devan 
Hudman, Hunter Gray, Leticia Gonzalez, Aus-
tin Buchanan, Caleb Randall. 

A team and its coaches cannot soar to the 
heights of becoming champions without the 
encouragement and full support of the school 
itself, starting at the top with Superintendent: 
Dr. Glenn Hambrick; High School Principal: 
Otis Amy; and Assistant Principals: Pat 
Browning & Wade Watson. 

It is truly an incalculable honor to pay tribute 
to this sensationally astounding group of 
young people who became so much more 
than the sum total of the team’s individual 
parts. They magnificently represent the very 
best of the Carthage community and the entire 
First District of Texas. 

May God continue to bless these young 
people, along with their families, friends and 
neighbors in Carthage, Texas. It is a tremen-
dous honor to congratulate the 2016 State 
Football Champion Carthage Bulldogs, as their 
legacy is now preserved in the United States 
Congressional Record which will endure as 
long as there is a United States of America. 

f 

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR 
BRIGADIER GENERAL DAVID J. 
FURNESS 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express appreciation for an out-
standing Marine, Brigadier General David J. 

Furness, who has directly supported the 
Armed Services Committees, this House, and 
the Congress at-large as the Legislative As-
sistant to the Commandant. Over the years, I 
have worked with him on a variety of issues. 
In each and every case, his focus has been 
improving our nation’s security and bettering 
of the lives of Marines stationed around the 
world. 

General Furness has been the Legislative 
Assistant to the Commandant since 2013. In 
that time he has served two Administrations, 
three Commandants, and four Secretaries of 
Defense. Through it all, General Furness has 
delivered a steady message focused on Ma-
rines and what the Marine Corps requires to 
remain our nation’s force-in-readiness. As the 
Corps dealt with the consequences of the 
Budget Control Act, continuing resolutions, 
and inadequate funding, General Furness 
helped Members of Congress and our staffs 
understanding the real world consequences. 
He is known for his candor, responsiveness, 
and passion for his country and the Corps. 

A big part of the reason that General 
Furness has been able to describe clearly the 
challenges facing the Marine Corps is his ex-
perience in command. He has led Marines in 
combat since he was a Second Lieutenant, 
where he served in Panama. He has also 
served multiple combat tours in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. In 2010, he was the Commander of 
the 1st Marine Regiment in Helmand Province, 
when operations in Southwestern Afghanistan 
were a principal line of effort and the coalition 
accomplished significant gains in the counter-
insurgency mission. 

General Furness is now returning to the op-
erating forces where he will assume command 
of the Joint Task Force—Horn of Africa. I have 
no doubt that he will serve our Nation well in 
this challenging assignment. 

This deployment will be the 11th of General 
Furness’ career. Through all of them, his wife 
Lynda has been by his side. From coast-to- 
coast moves and years of separation, Lynda 
has raised four children—David, Elizabeth, 
Ben and Zachary. She truly is a testament to 
the reality that it is not just our service mem-
bers, but also their families, who sacrifice for 
the safety of us all. 

In thanking General Furness for his service 
thus far, I know that I join all our colleagues 
in wishing him and his family fair winds and 
following seas as he moves to the next phase 
of his career. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO A NOISE WITHIN 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I, along with my 
colleague, Representative JUDY CHU, rise 
today to honor A Noise Within, a classic the-
ater company of Pasadena, California upon its 
twenty-fifth anniversary. 

A Noise Within (ANW) was established in 
1991 by Artistic Directors Geoff Elliott and 
Julia Rodriguez-Elliott with the goal of per-
forming classic theater as a vital means of en-
riching the community by embracing universal 
human experiences, expanding personal 
awareness, and challenging individual per-
spectives. 
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At a period when classical theater was sel-

dom performed in the area, ANW’s first pro-
duction was Hamlet. Initially performing in a 
small theater in a former Masonic Temple in 
Glendale and funded by the founders, ANW 
flourished for nearly twenty years, garnering 
praise for its artistic excellence. After an effec-
tive capital campaign, ANW built a permanent 
home in east Pasadena, California in 2011. 

A Noise Within performs in a rotating rep-
ertory manner to general and student audi-
ences, reaching an audience of around thirty- 
five thousand people each season with one 
hundred-fifty shows of seven timeless classic 
plays, and has the distinction of being the only 
year-round classical repertory theater in 
Southern California. Dedicated to making 
great classic literature come to life for our 
youth, with its Our Classics Live! Education 
Program, ANW serves 16,000 students every 
season, with some level of subsidy for each 
student participant. 

I ask all Members to join Congresswoman 
CHU and me in recognizing A Noise Within 
upon their twenty-fifth anniversary, and for 
their outstanding service and significant con-
tributions to the arts in the greater Pasadena 
area. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CENTRALITY 
OF THE U.S.-SAUDI RELATION-
SHIP TO THE FIGHT AGAINST 
TERRORISM 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, as 
Major General Ahmed Hassan Mohammed 
Asseri made clear in a recent op-ed, the rela-
tionship between the United States and Saudi 
Arabia is central to the fight against terror. To-
gether our two countries are responding to the 
serious threat from ‘‘Da’esh’’ (ISIS) and other 
terrorist groups, Iran’s continued support of 
terrorism, and the violent messages of reli-
gious extremism emanating from some quar-
ters of the Middle East. 

Gen. Asseri’s support for intelligence-shar-
ing is a clear recognition that countering these 
threats goes beyond the battlefield. We are 
appreciative of Saudi efforts to block the flow 
of funding to terrorists, weakening their capac-
ity to perpetrate atrocities against innocents 
around the world. We note with enthusiasm ef-
forts by Saudi Arabia to counter the messages 
of violent extremism that draw vulnerable 
young people into the grasp of these terrible 
groups and applaud efforts to address the 
challenge of rehabilitating convicted terrorists. 

We are hopeful that the Saudi-led Islamic 
Coalition Against Terrorism will play an in-
creasingly important role in both the fight 
against ISIS and efforts to push back against 
Iran’s destabilizing activities in the region. No-
where is this more relevant than in Yemen, 
where Saudi Arabia has suffered both military 
and civilian casualties. It is imperative to push 
Iranian influence out of Yemen, expedite hu-
manitarian assistance to Yemenis suffering 
through this conflict, and develop a coherent, 
long-term political framework through which 
the country can move forward. 

The United States values Saudi Arabia as a 
partner, and we are committed to working to-
gether in the fight against terror. 

I include in the RECORD the recent editorial 
by General Asseri. 

[From FoxNews.com, March 26, 2017] 
MY COUNTRY SUPPORTS AMERICA’S TOUGH 
STANCE AGAINST ISIS, TERROR, AND IRAN 
(By Ahmed Hassan Mohammed Asseri) 

Published March 26, 2017 (FoxNews.com) 
Leaders from 68 countries gathered in 

Washington for a meeting of the Global Coa-
lition to Counter Daesh (ISIL) hosted by 
President Trump’s administration this past 
week. 

Saudi Arabia welcomes the new adminis-
tration’s attention to the Middle East and 
its support for America’s friends who are 
fighting back against transnational terror-
ists such as Daesh and pushing back against 
Iranian interference in countries such as 
Yemen. 

As Americans would say, ‘‘You’ve got our 
back.’’ And America’s support is indispen-
sable as we stand together against a host of 
threats to regional stability. 

While meeting with Saudi Deputy Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman—an architect 
of our country’s economic, social, and gov-
ernmental reforms—at the White House re-
cently, President Trump enthusiastically en-
dorsed the modernization drive that will 
make our country an even more valuable 
strategic partner. Similarly, our government 
welcomes the United States’ long-standing 
support of the Saudi defense forces. 

The new administration is also 
toughminded about the Iranian threat to re-
gional stability, which was magnified by the 
recent nuclear deal between Iran and six 
world powers, including the United States. 

Defense Secretary James Mattis and CIA 
director Mike Pompeo each describe Iran as 
the world’s largest state sponsor of ter-
rorism, while Vice President Mike Pence has 
called the nuclear agreement ‘‘a terrible 
deal.’’ 

Saudi Arabia is prepared to work with the 
United States and its allies to restrain Ira-
nian conduct, just as we have helped to sta-
bilize the Arabian Gulf and its energy sup-
plies since World War II. While the US–Saudi 
partnership is time-tested, reaffirming this 
relationship is a matter of strategy, not sen-
timent. Since the Global Coalition’s found-
ing three years ago, Saudi Arabia has been 
an active partner from Day One, including 
sending fighter jets to the Incirlik airbase in 
southern Turkey to join the US-led air cam-
paign against Daesh in Syria. 

On the financial front, Saudi Arabia works 
closely with the United States to cut off 
funding for Daesh and Al Qaeda. Through 
real-time information-sharing, we cooperate 
with the United States to shut down the flow 
of funds from western banks to Middle East-
ern extremists. 

To ensure that charitable contributions 
don’t subsidize terrorism, we prohibit Saudi 
mosques and aid organizations from transfer-
ring money outside our country. 

We have also taken strong steps to stop un-
authorized shipments of military equipment 
from leaving Saudi Arabia and to prevent 
people from crossing our borders to join 
Daesh in Iraq or Syria. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia is mobilizing the 
Muslim world against the extremist threat 
to our religion. Under Saudi leadership, the 
41-nation Islamic Coalition is equipping our 
countries to fight violent extremists by 
training our security forces and sharing in-
formation and intelligence. 

Last March, in the largest joint military 
exercise ever in the Middle East, some 350,000 
soldiers, 20,000 tanks and 2,500 warplanes 
from 20 countries joined together in ‘‘war 
games’’ in the Saudi desert to jointly train 
our security forces for operations against 
non-state armed groups. 

Turning from the battlefields to the battle 
of ideas, the Islamic Coalition is encouraging 
educators and scholars as well as religious 
and political leaders to raise their voices 
against those who preach violence. More-
over, Saudi Arabia has created a center 
which operates 24/7 to analyze social media 
to identify and track terrorist efforts to re-
cruit and activate new followers. 

But non-state armed groups and radical 
preachers aren’t the only threats. By con-
ducting ballistic missile tests last month 
and meddling in Yemen, Lebanon, Syria, 
Iraq, the Sinai Peninsula and even the Gulf 
States, Iran is imperiling the stability of our 
region. Even more disturbingly, Iran is shar-
ing ballistic missile technology with the ex-
tremist Houthi militia in Yemen and similar 
groups in other countries, thereby imperiling 
the security of the entire region. 

In Yemen, which shares a 1,100-mile border 
with Saudi Arabia, Iran is supporting and 
arming the Houthi militia, modeled on the 
terrorist Hezbollah movement that has de-
stabilized Lebanon. While making Yemen 
ungovernable, the Houthis are attacking 
Saudi Arabia, having fired more than 40,000 
mortars, rockets and other projectiles at our 
towns, killing at least 375 civilians, closing 
more than 500 schools and displacing 24 vil-
lages and over 17,000 people. 

In January, three Houthi suicide boats 
rammed a Saudi frigate off the western 
coast, killing two crew members and injur-
ing three others. 

Responding to this threat, Saudi Arabia 
leads a coalition of 12 countries fighting to 
reinstate Yemen’s legitimate, internation-
ally recognized government and restore 
peace and security to the country. 

To be sure, Saudi Arabia prefers to pro-
mote stability through peaceful means, as 
we do by providing much-needed diplomatic 
and economic support to strategic allies such 
as Egypt and Jordan. But aggression, active 
destabilization and acts of terrorism, includ-
ing Iran’s infringements in Yemen, demand a 
military response. 

From the Cold War through the War on 
Terror, the U.S. has helped Saudi Arabia 
strengthen our defenses through joint mili-
tary training exercise and ballistic defensive 
weapons sales, making our country the larg-
est customer of U.S. military equipment. 

Today, we’re working with the United 
States and its allies to defeat Daesh, Al 
Qaeda and Iranian-sponsored extremism and 
expansionism. 

We stand shoulder-to-shoulder for a secure 
and stable Middle East in a peaceful and 
prosperous world. 

(Major General Ahmed Hassan Mohammad 
Asseri is an adviser to Saudi Arabia’s De-
fense Minister.) 

f 

CONDEMNING NORTH KOREA’S DE-
VELOPMENT OF MULTIPLE 
INTERCONTINENTAL BALLISTIC 
MISSILES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Res. 92, condemning North 
Korea’s intercontinental ballistic missile and 
nuclear weapons program. 

I am pleased to cosponsor this resolution, 
which reaffirms the U.S. commitment to secu-
rity on the Korean Peninsula. 
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It is undeniable that North Korea’s nuclear 

and ballistic missile programs have acceler-
ated in recent years. In 2016 alone, the re-
gime conducted two nuclear tests and more 
than 20 missile tests. 

In its most recent test, North Korea simulta-
neously launched four intermediate-range bal-
listic missiles toward the Sea of Japan, three 
of which landed within Japan’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone (EEZ). 

In response to the threat emanating from 
Pyongyang, the United States and South 
Korea made a joint decision to deploy the Ter-
minal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) 
system to protect South Korean security and 
alliance military forces. 

Once deployment is completed, THAAD will 
provide upgraded ballistic missile defense ca-
pabilities on the Korean Peninsula. 

This resolution urges China to cease its at-
tempts to block THAAD and calls upon Beijing 
to pressure the North Korean regime to dis-
mantle its weapons programs. 

Importantly, H. Res. 92 calls on the United 
States to both enforce sanctions on North 
Korea and to undertake a rigorous diplomatic 
effort to urge the global community to fully en-
force international sanctions on North Korea. 

The Korean Peninsula remains one of the 
most dangerous flashpoints on the globe. 

Navigating this complex web of regional 
stakeholders will require patient and com-
mitted U.S. leadership to avert the ever- 
present potential of conflict. 

I ask that my colleagues support this resolu-
tion, which demonstrates our commitment to 
halting the regime’s destabilizing provocations. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WOODLAND HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 100th Anniversary 
of Woodland High School. 

Woodland School was organized in 1917. It 
was the first consolidated school in Randolph 
County. It formed when Lamar, Cross Line, 
and New Site consolidated to form the school. 

The original school building consisted of a 
hall and five classrooms. Ten grades were 
taught there until 1928. 

The school will be celebrating the centennial 
with a ceremony on April 27, 2017. During the 
celebration, a time capsule will be sealed to 
be opened in 2042. Each grade will participate 
by contributing something for the time capsule. 

Woodland High School is beloved by its 
community, and many of its teachers are 
alumni who have returned to give back to the 
community that built them up. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
Woodland’s 100th Anniversary and in wishing 
them many more. 

IN RECOGNITION OF POLICE CHIEF 
KEVIN SANZENBACHER 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Police Chief Kevin Sanzenbacher of 
the City of Winchester which is located in the 
10th Congressional District of Virginia, and, as 
he nears retirement, ask that our colleagues 
join me in thanking him for his extraordinary 
service to the Winchester community and to 
our nation. After spending most of his career 
in various public safety positions in Maryland, 
Kevin Sanzenbacher became the Chief of Po-
lice of the City of Winchester in November of 
2008, and in eight remarkable years, he has 
led the department to a new level of public 
service and professionalism. 

As a strong advocate of community policing, 
Chief Sanzenbacher set the example for his 
officers by constantly being a part of the com-
munity, extending himself beyond what would 
be expected of a police chief by taking on re-
sponsible roles in charitable organizations 
such as the United Way and participating in 
community meetings to learn from average 
citizens how they and the police could work 
together to make their neighborhoods more 
safe. As a proactive leader, Chief 
Sanzenbacher also implemented a Teen Night 
at the Youth Development Center and a Teen 
Citizen’s Academy to develop a closer bond 
between law enforcement and young people 
and give them a good place to spend some 
time each week. He also responded to soci-
ety’s challenge of dealing with the mentally ill, 
by assigning officers to the City’s award-win-
ning Community Response Team that has de-
veloped personal relationships of trust with the 
mentally ill citizens of the city. 

In response to the devastating impact of the 
heroin epidemic, Chief Sanzenbacher orga-
nized a variety of informational meetings about 
the epidemic, including one that I requested, 
and played a leading role in establishing the 
Northern Shenandoah Valley Substance 
Abuse Coalition and the Drug Court that has 
followed. He also took action to establish a 
partnership with the local chapter of the 
NAACP to deal with a police incident that di-
vided the community and to develop greater 
long-term harmony among various racial 
groups. 

As a champion of greater professionalism 
for his officers, Chief Sanzenbacher led the ef-
fort to attain accreditation by the Virginia De-
partment of Criminal Justice in 2009 and to be 
reaccredited in 2013; he took the lead in form-
ing the first Winchester Police Department 
Honor Guard in 2014; he implemented a 
standardized fitness testing program for all 
sworn officers through which all were declared 
‘‘fit for duty’’; he managed to obtain a grant for 
the purchase of body-worn cameras and he 
created defensive tactics training and fitness 
rooms for the employees of the Department. 
In 2009, Chief Sanzenbacher, Jim Wilkins, Jr. 
and other community leaders started the Win-
chester/Frederick County Law Enforcement 
Foundation in order to provide funding for Na-
tional Night Out, Kids and Cops Camp, law 
enforcement training and scholarships for wor-
thy students. 

Chief Sanzenbacher is the first to acknowl-
edge that his many accomplishments were the 

result of efforts of his entire team of capable, 
energetic professionals, yet, despite his self- 
effacing humility, there is no doubt that it took 
his special quality of leadership to accomplish 
these things. Mr. Speaker, I ask you and our 
colleagues to join me in honoring and thanking 
Police Chief Kevin Sanzenbacher for his ex-
traordinary contributions to the City of Win-
chester and to our nation, and in wishing him 
and his wife, Estelle, great success and happi-
ness in the next chapter of their lives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JILL AND LARRY 
HAMMITT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Jill and 
Larry Hammitt of Minden, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 50th Wedding Anni-
versary. They were married on January 28, 
1967 in Missouri Valley, Iowa. 

Jill and Larry’s lifelong commitment to each 
other and their family truly embodies Iowa val-
ues. As they reflect on their 50th Anniversary, 
may their commitment grow even stronger, as 
they continue to love, cherish, and honor one 
another for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KATHLEEN 
THOMAS BENAVENTE ON RE-
CEIVING THE U.S. SMALL BUSI-
NESS ADMINISTRATION’S 2017 
HOME-BASED BUSINESS CHAM-
PION OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR 
GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Kathleen Thom-
as Benavente on her selection as the U.S. 
Small Business Administration’s 2017 Home- 
Based Business Champion of the Year Award 
for Guam. This award honors individuals who 
have experienced the rewards and difficulties 
of owning a home-based business and have 
worked voluntarily to improve the climate for 
other home-based businesses. 

Kathleen is the Founder and President of 
The Occasion-Event Coordination and Deco-
rating Co. Kathleen started the business as a 
side job to supplement her family’s household 
expenses ten years ago and it grew into a 
fulltime success. Kathleen has since created 
over 200 events for people from all walks of 
life. Kathleen has always been known to have 
talent for organizing creative and successful 
events and was encouraged by friends and 
family to charge for her services. Kathleen and 
her family made substantial sacrifices and 
worked as the first employees to get the busi-
ness going and they began to grow from word 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:50 Apr 06, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A05AP8.003 E05APPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE458 April 5, 2017 
of mouth referrals. In 2011, Kathleen took a 
year off from the business for reflection after 
her foster mother passed away. She used the 
time to take a class at the University of Guam 
Small Business Development Center and 
began to make changes. Kathleen changed 
the name of the business and created a 
website for the business. She also sought out 
a long time event planner to be her mentor. In 
2015, she began to see profits and she now 
employs 8 part time employees and purchases 
supplies from local companies. Additionally, 
Kathleen uses the knowledge and tools she 
has gained from the University of Guam’s 
Small Business Development Center and the 
Pacific Island Network SBDC in her business 
and shares them with her employees and net-
works. 

Kathleen is also an active member of our 
community. Inspired by her experience as a 
foster child from the age of 4 to 16, Kathleen 
is now the President of Guam Foster Families 
Association. Kathleen is also the Vice-Presi-
dent of Soroptimist International Guam work-
ing to transform the life of women and girls. 
She has also served as a board member of 
Payu-ta, Guam’s umbrella organization of non- 
governmental organizations since 2011. 

I join the people of Guam in congratulating 
Kathleen Thomas Benavente on her selection 
as the SBA’s 2017 Home-Based Business 
Champion for Guam. I commend her for her 
many contributions to our island and commu-
nity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HALL COUNTY 
VETERANS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize five residents of Hall 
County who left school to serve their nation in 
foreign wars and who have recently received 
honorary high school diplomas from the dis-
trict. On March 27 at Gainesville First Baptist 
Church, Larry Dean Martin, Jimmy Arnold 
Thompson, James Curtis Reed, Lee M. Cain 
and Jerry Harold Peck received the diplomas 
they had previously sacrificed in order to fight 
for their county. 

Hall County Schools Superintendent Will 
Schofield commended these men for contrib-
uting to a number of initiatives in the Hall 
County community, including handing out Con-
stitutions and participating in an educational 
veteran graduation ceremony. 

Mr. Martin and Mr. Thompson attended East 
Hall High School, Mr. Cain and Mr. Peck at-
tended North Hall High School, and Mr. Reed 
attended Johnson High School. Mr. Cain 
served during WWII, while the other men all 
fought in Vietnam. 

Although the many years have passed since 
their military service, Mr. Schofield says that 
the men are gratified to be recognized by their 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
these Georgians for their selfless service and 
their community involvement. They deserve 
our recognition and the diplomas that have 
been awarded to them because they chose to 
put others before themselves in our nation’s 
time of need. 

TAIWAN CAUCUS LETTER 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 38th Anniversary of the Tai-
wan Relations Act (TRA), the pillar upon which 
our robust friendship with Taiwan stands. 

The United States and Taiwan share the 
common interests and values of freedom, de-
mocracy, rule of laws, human rights and free 
market. Our security commitment has helped 
Taiwan become one of the most free and 
prosperous societies in the world. The United 
States enjoys cooperation with Taiwan on a 
broad range of concerns, including security, 
economic cooperation and development, glob-
al engagement, humanitarian relief, counter- 
terrorism, people-to-people exchanges—and 
the list goes on. It is my firm belief that a 
strong and prosperous Taiwan will guarantee 
peace and prosperity in the region. 

As we commemorate the 38th Anniversary 
of the Taiwan Relations Act, it is in the na-
tional interest of the United States to take de-
cisive action to strengthen U.S.-Taiwan rela-
tions. 

I also noticed that the President of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, Xi Jinping is visiting 
the United States to visit with our President. It 
is my hope that the upcoming meeting is posi-
tive and constructive: U.S. engagement with 
the PRC is important to the peace and stability 
of the region. We should always hope and in-
sist that the U.S.-Taiwan relations, and Tai-
wan’s security and interests, are not in any 
way compromised. 

Taiwan is a great friend of the United 
States. Taiwan is and will continue to be a 
friend of the United States. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOHN ALBAN FINCH 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of John Alban Finch. 

Fifty years ago today, on April 5, 1967, a 
fire broke out at Cornell Heights Residential 
Club, an off-campus student dormitory in 
Ithaca, New York. The fire claimed the lives of 
eight students and one professor from Cornell 
University. 

Mr. Finch was the professor who perished in 
the fire. On the night of the tragedy, he imme-
diately took action by awakening his neighbors 
in the building and calling the Cornell Safety 
Division. Despite heavy smoke, Mr. Finch ran 
back into the building to help other occupants 
escape to safety. A total of 62 people escaped 
the fire, many of whom attributed their survival 
to Mr. Finch’s heroic and selfless actions. 
Tragically, Mr. Finch did not survive. 

Mr. Finch gave his life to save those in 
need—the true definition of a hero. 

Mr. Finch was an assistant professor and 
faculty advisor for the Ph.D. program at Cor-
nell University. He originally came to Cornell in 
1960 as a graduate student on a Woodrow 
Wilson Fellowship. Mr. Finch earned a mas-
ter’s degree in 1961 and a Ph.D. in 1964. The 

following year, he began working as an Assist-
ant Professor of English and an instructor in 
the English honors program. Mr. Finch was a 
distinguished scholar and highly valued faculty 
member. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the life of John Alban Finch and recognizing 
his lifelong commitment to serving others. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 209, 210, 211, 212, 213 and 214. 
Had I been present, I would have voted aye 
on votes 209, 210, 215 and 216. I would have 
voted nay on votes 211, 212, 213, and 214. 

f 

HONORING JOSEPH KOLB 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a constituent of mine, Joseph Kolb, a 
native Chicagoan, who is set to retire after a 
lengthy and illustrious career in law enforce-
ment. 

Mr. Kolb began his career in 1983 as a 
Deputy Sheriff with the Cook County Sheriff’s 
Department. In 1987, Mr. Kolb began his fed-
eral government service career with the former 
United States Immigration & Naturalization 
Service (INS) and during his tenure was pro-
moted to the rank of the Assistant Port Direc-
tor for INS at O’Hare International Airport in 
Chicago, Illinois. 

When Congress created the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) in March of 
2003, Mr. Kolb was selected by the U.S. Cus-
toms & Border Protection (CBP) Assistant 
Commissioner in Washington, D.C. as the in-
terim Assistant Director for Immigration Policy 
and Programs at the Chicago Field Office. His 
vast knowledge of immigration law and poli-
cies combined with experienced leadership 
skills proved invaluable during the creation 
and implementation of the newly created 
agency. 

Assigned as the Chief CBP Officer Program 
Manager for Admissibility Passenger and Pro-
grams, Mr. Kolb served as a subject matter 
expert, administering admissibility and immi-
gration policy, managing and developing ad-
missibility programs for the Chicago Field Of-
fice 12 state area. 

He also performed the important role of liai-
son to the Foreign Consular Corp, Immigration 
Law Advocate groups, Community Based Or-
ganizations, U.S. Department of State, FBI, 
City of Chicago and Office of Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties. 

Later, Mr. Kolb was assigned to Wash-
ington, D.C. for CBP and DHS Headquarters 
to author and administer national immigration 
policy, as well as provide guidance to the field. 
This latter task involved contributing to a num-
ber of national programs along with writing 
recommendations to Congress regarding spe-
cial projects. 
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Mr. Kolb’s long career took him to inter-

national posts throughout the world, working 
with the U.S. Department of State and DHS 
Headquarters in London, Amsterdam, Rome, 
Dublin, Helsinki and Tallinn, Estonia. 

For his outstanding service, Mr. Kolb was 
nominated in 2016 by the Chicago Federal Ex-
ecutive Board as Employee of the Year. 

Mr. Kolb graduated from Gordon Technical 
High School and holds a Law Enforcement de-
gree from Oakton College. In 2001, he re-
ceived the Alumni of the Year Award from 
Oakton College. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in recog-
nizing Mr. Kolb’s distinguished service to our 
country and his exemplary career as a law en-
forcement official. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KEVIN ROSS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Kevin 
Ross of Minden, Iowa, for being named the 
Iowa Delegate to the Council for Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching (CADET). 
Kevin will represent Iowa State University Ex-
tension and Outreach and the College of Agri-
culture and Life Sciences. 

CADET was originally organized in 1982. 
According to the Neola Gazette, ‘‘the organi-
zation works closely with the Association of 
Public and Land Grant Universities and advo-
cates for support of the land grant university 
food and agricultural research, extension, and 
teaching programs that enhance the quality of 
life.’’ Kevin holds a degree in agricultural stud-
ies, operates the Ross Land & Cattle LLC, a 
family farm and cow-calf operation, and is a li-
censed crop insurance agent. Kevin serves on 
the board of Iowa Energy, LLC, the National 
Corn Growers Association Board, and the 
West Pottawattamie County Extension Coun-
cil. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Kevin on his many 
years of dedicated service to the agriculture 
community. I am proud to represent him in the 
United States Congress. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Kevin 
for his accomplishments and in wishing him 
and his family nothing but the best. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DERRICK MUNA 
QUINATA ON RECEIVING THE 
U.S. SMALL BUSINESS ADMINIS-
TRATION’S 2017 SMALL BUSINESS 
PERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD 
FOR GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Derrick Muna 
Quinata on being awarded the U.S. Small 
Business Administration’s 2017 Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year Award for Guam. 
Derrick is being honored and recognized as 
an individual who has demonstrated out-

standing skills, savviness, and ability to create 
success in the small business community. He 
holds a degree in Business Administration 
from the University of Guam and is a Masters 
of Business Administration candidate with the 
University of Phoenix. Derrick is currently the 
President of Monster Auto Corp dba Guam 
Autospot, a family-owned automobile dealer-
ship that he built from the ground up. 

Derrick opened Guam Autospot in 2008 
after working in the automobile industry for 
several years. Derrick dreamt of owning his 
own dealership as a young child accom-
panying his mother to work selling cars. Addi-
tionally, Derrick successfully negotiated with 
General Motors to be named the exclusive 
distributor for Buick GMC for Guam and the 
CNMI. He is one of the youngest General Mo-
tors franchise holders in the nation. Guam 
Autospot is also an authorized Mitsubishi 
Dealer for Guam. In just eight years, Guam 
Autospot has grown from an operation with 
five vehicles on consignment to becoming a 
major competitor in Guam’s automobile indus-
try. Since its humble beginnings in 2008, 
Guam Autospot has grown to have a net profit 
of $1.7 million, and much of its growth can be 
attributed to their use of social media, tech-
nology, community outreach and customer en-
gagement. 

In particular, a hallmark of Derrick’s busi-
ness philosophy has been his commitment to 
Guam and the region by hiring local and sup-
porting philanthropic initiatives that strengthen 
our communities. He was recently featured as 
one of Guam Business Journal’s 40 under 40 
who are making their mark in the Guam busi-
ness community. Additionally, Derrick is a 
member of Dukduk Goose, Inc. Foundation 
that produces a local children television show 
that teaches children the Chamorro language 
and culture. 

Derrick is a successful business man and 
family man. He is a leader in our local com-
munity and a role model for others in the pri-
vate business sector. Derrick and his company 
are committed to Guam and the region, and to 
improving the community through hiring local 
and boosting the economy. Derrick proudly 
supports the local workforce and currently em-
ploys 165 people. Backed by the sustained 
growth of his business over the years, I look 
forward to continued success for him and our 
entire community. 

I congratulate Derrick on receiving the 2017 
U.S. Small Business Administration’s Small 
Business Person of the Year Award for Guam. 
I join the people of Guam in commending him 
on this award and thanking him for his many 
contributions to our island community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF NATOMAS UNI-
FIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 25th Anniversary of the 
Natomas Unified School District. As staff, fam-
ilies, and community members gather to cele-
brate this momentous occasion, I ask all of my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing this out-
standing school district and all that it has ac-
complished over the past 25 years. 

On March 5th in 1991, the Natomas com-
munity overwhelmingly voted in support of a 
proposed Natomas Unified School District. It is 
hard to believe that 25 years have passed 
since July 1992, when the Natomas Unified 
School District officially was born. Today, the 
Natomas Unified School District serves over 
15,000 students and their families in pre-kin-
dergarten through 12th grade. The school dis-
trict now offers countless programs and serv-
ices that help students be successful in school 
and ultimately graduate college and enter the 
workforce. 

I have seen firsthand the incredible impact 
the Natomas Unified School District has on 
our community. For 25 years, the dedicated 
staff of the Natomas Unified School District 
has carefully selected qualified and passionate 
teachers, involved the community in the edu-
cation process, and worked tirelessly to meet 
the needs of students. These staff and teach-
ers help create a safe and welcome learning 
environment for their students, and that impor-
tant work truly has a positive impact on our 
community as a whole. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Natomas Unified 
School District and the community it serves 
gather to celebrate the District’s 25th Anniver-
sary, I ask all my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring 25 years of providing high quality edu-
cation for children and adults in Natomas. 

f 

ARTHUR C. BUTLER’S 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Arthur C. Butler, Sr. of Lake City, 
Florida who turns 100 years old today. 

Mr. Butler has led a life of service to this 
country and represents the best of America. 
He served as a Technical Sergeant in the 10th 
Fighter Squadron of the U.S. Army Air Corps. 

In 2015, Mr. Butler was awarded the French 
Legion of Honor for his role in the liberation of 
France and the Battle of Rhineland. During his 
tour he witnessed General Patton and troops 
march through his base outside Paris on their 
way to the Battle of the Bulge. 

Mr. Butler is also a Knight Chevalier in the 
French Legion of Honor. 

Mr. Butler has been a pillar of the commu-
nity and a member of the Lake City Lions Club 
for over 60 years. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing Mr. 
Arthur C. Butler a Happy 100th Birthday and 
thanking him for his service to our great coun-
try. 

f 

THE RETIREMENT OF PRINCE 
GEORGE’S COUNTY FIRE DE-
PARTMENT CHIEF MARC 
BASHOOR 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to offer my 
gratitude and congratulations to an out-
standing public servant and firefighter, who 
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has been truly a gift to the people of Prince 
George’s County, Maryland. Chief Marc 
Bashoor retired in February after leading the 
Prince George’s County Fire Department for 
the past six years and following a career in 
the fire service that has lasted more than 
three decades. Throughout that time, he has 
won well-deserved praise from county, state, 
and national officials for his skill at manage-
ment and his efforts to streamline operations 
and provide steady leadership. Chief Bashoor 
has also received high marks from residents 
across the county, grateful for the peace of 
mind that comes with a well-run fire depart-
ment. 

Chief Bashoor, a native of Bowie in Prince 
George’s County, came to the fire service at 
the young age of sixteen, when he began as 
a volunteer firefighter there. It was there at 
Station No. 39 that he met his wife, Laura, a 
fellow volunteer firefighter. Their wedding cele-
bration prominently included a County fire 
truck, naturally. Chief Bashoor became a paid 
firefighter with the Prince George’s County 
Fire Department in 1987 and served until 
2004, when he retired and took a job as Direc-
tor of Homeland Security for Mineral County in 
West Virginia. Thankfully, Prince George’s 
County Executive Rushern Baker was able to 
convince him to return in 2010 as Fire Chief. 
I, and so many in my district, am very glad 
that he did. 

During his tenure in office, Chief Bashoor 
oversaw a major expansion to meet the needs 
of the growing county. He hired more paid fire-
fighters, recruited more volunteers, purchased 
more vehicles and equipment, and worked to 
bring new fire stations online. He advocated 
for the Department to have a budget increase 
of 30 percent. It paid off, with response times 
to emergency calls going down measurably. 
We cannot even begin to speculate how many 
lives and properties were saved as a result. 

I’ve been fortunate to work closely with 
Chief Bashoor throughout his tenure. As a Co- 
Chair of the Congressional Fire Services Cau-
cus, I’ve worked to increase F.I.R.E. and 
S.A.F.E.R. grants and ensure that the Prince 
George’s County Fire Department and depart-
ments all across the country have the re-
sources they need to keep their communities 
and their personnel safe. I’ve also joined with 
him to advance the work of ensuring that the 
families of fallen firefighters receive the bene-
fits they deserve as well as the honor and 
gratitude they are owed. 

Mr. Speaker, our nation counts on dedicated 
fire service leaders like Chief Bashoor every 
day, and I join in thanking him and all who 
work or volunteer on the fire line. I hope my 
colleagues will join me in wishing Chief 
Bashoor well in his retirement and in thanking 
him for his extraordinary service to Prince 
George’s County, the State of Maryland, and 
our nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PASSING OF 
DOROTHY A. SMITH 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that I rec-
ognize the significant and rich life of a beloved 

woman, Dorothy A. Smith. Mrs. Smith was a 
religious woman, whose dedication to the 
many churches and communities she was a 
part of in her life was outweighed only by her 
constant warmth. 

She was born on August 11, 1930 in Merid-
ian, Mississippi to her parents, Otis and 
Maggie. Dorothy was one of eight children. 
She married Edward in Meridian, MS on Feb-
ruary 8, 1948 and they had 6 children from 
this union. She was educated in the public 
schools in New Orleans, LA. She worked for 
the Department of the Army for 40+ years 
when she retired as a Hospital Medical 
Records Specialist in 1993. She spent the last 
15 years as a resident of Wylie, Texas. Doro-
thy was a member of Secondary Missionary 
Baptist Church in Junction City, KS, Fifth 
Street Baptist Church in Meridian, MS; Mt. 
Calvary Baptist Church, Farmersville, TX; and 
at the time of her death a member of Christ 
Unveiled Ministries, Garland, TX. Dorothy en-
joyed working as a Deaconess, Trustee, Choir 
Member, and an Usher in the churches she 
attended. She spent most of her time encour-
aging Senior citizens and young people to 
have a better quality of life. 

Dorothy was preceded in death by her lov-
ing husband, Edward. She will be remem-
bered by her loving children Gloria Richardson 
of Manhattan, KS; Mae Smith of Bossier City, 
LA; Edward R. Smith, Jr., Cedar Hill, TX; 
Audray Lincoln (Charles) of Rowlett, TX; and 
James Foster, Sr. of Colorado Springs. She is 
also survived by 20 grandchildren, 63 great 
grandchildren, 2 great, great grandchildren, 
and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
many ‘‘adopted kids’’ of all ages. She was pre-
ceded in death by her son Joseph F. Smith; 
her daughter Lue E. Foster; her grandchildren 
Joseph Smith and Tiphanie Lincoln, her sis-
ters Pauline Phillips and Josephine Smith, and 
her brother Robert Gordon. 

Dorothy passed away peacefully on April 1, 
2017, and will be missed dearly. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I regrettably 
missed votes on Wednesday, March 15, 2017 
that occurred while I was attending a meeting 
at the White House. Had I been present, I 
would have voted Yes on Roll Call 185 (the 
motion to recommit H.R. 1101), No on Roll 
Call 186 (passage of H.R. 1101) and Yes on 
Roll Call 187 (passage of H.R. 1238). 

f 

BILL ORCHARD, REBEL RODRI-
GUEZ, RANGER AND DOT MIL-
LER, RON SLINGER, BOB DYER, 
ANDREW HEESAKER, JILL HART-
MANN, MADDIE SCHMIDT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Bill Orchard, 
Rebel Rodriguez, Ranger and Dot Miller, Ron 

Slinger, Bob Dyer, Andrew Heesaker, Jill Hart-
mann and Maddie Schmidt for being honored 
by the Arvada Chamber of Commerce for their 
service and dedication to the community. 

Man of the Year Bill Orchard: The Man of 
the Year Award is a long standing tradition in 
Arvada recognizing an outstanding man for his 
amazing community involvement, generosity 
and overall impact on Arvada. Bill Orchard is 
being honored by the Arvada Chamber for his 
years of dedication and support of the commu-
nity through Arvada Gardener’s, Arvada Fes-
tivals Commission, Bike Friendly Arvada and 
much more. 

Woman of the Year Rebel Rodriguez: The 
Woman of the Year Award is a long standing 
tradition in Arvada recognizing an outstanding 
woman for her amazing community involve-
ment, generosity and overall impact on Ar-
vada. Rebel Rodriguez is being honored by 
the Arvada Chamber for her years of dedica-
tion and volunteerism serving children at Ral-
ston House and supporting homelessness ef-
forts in Olde Town Arvada. 

Image Award Ranger and Dot Miller: Image 
Award winners are selected for their commit-
ment to Arvada and the overall positive image 
they portray within the community. Ranger and 
Dot Miller are being honored by the Arvada 
Chamber for their commitment to Arvada 
through their outstanding community leader-
ship and volunteerism with countless organiza-
tions including Jefferson County Business 
Education Alliance, Arvada Vitality Alliance 
and Blues and BBQ for Better Housing. 

Image Award Ron Slinger: Image Award 
winners are selected for their commitment to 
Arvada and the overall positive image they 
portray within the community. Ron Slinger is 
being honored by the Arvada Chamber for his 
commitment to Arvada through his engage-
ment with countless organizations including 
Arvada Vitality Alliance, AWRSAY, Red Rocks 
Community College, Arvada Chamber of Com-
merce and many more. 

Pioneer Award Bob Dyer: The Pioneer 
Award is given to an exceptional leader in the 
community who has served Arvada for many 
years and contributed in ways that are unprec-
edented. This award is only given as needed 
and is regarded with the highest level of acco-
lades for the recipient’s accomplishments. Bob 
Dyer is being honored by the Arvada Chamber 
for his incredible commitment to Arvada 
through civic and community leadership with 
the City of Arvada, Arvada Vitality Alliance, 
The Arvada Center For The Arts and Human-
ities, The Arvada Chamber of Commerce and 
much more. 

AYP Leadership Award Andrew Heesaker: 
The AYP Leadership Award is based on the 
selected individuals innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, professional accomplishments and/or 
community leadership. Andrew Heesaker is 
being honored by the Arvada Chamber for his 
extraordinary leadership and volunteerism with 
organizations including Arvada Chamber of 
Commerce, Arvada Young Professionals and 
Arvada Economic Development Association. 
Andrew also works with countless local non- 
profit organizations to support their events and 
efforts through Arvada Rent Alls. 

AYP Leadership Award Jill Hartmann: The 
AYP Leadership Award is based on the se-
lected individuals innovation, entrepreneurship, 
professional accomplishments and/or commu-
nity leadership. Jill Hartman is being honored 
for her willingness to contribute to her commu-
nity and provide exceptional Leadership within 
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the Arvada Chamber of Commerce, Arvada 
Young Professionals and at Jefferson Center 
For Mental Health. 

Rising Star Award Maddie Schmidt: Each 
year the Arvada Chamber of Commerce and 
the Arvada Young Professionals select a High 
School student who lives or attends school in 
Arvada who has exemplified extraordinary 
skills in entrepreneurship, innovation, commu-
nity impact and leadership. Maddie Schmidt is 
being honored for her incredible involvement 
at Pomona High School and in her community 
through Westminster Youth Advisory panel, 
Denver Homeless Shelter, Baton Twirling and 
the Executive High School Internship Program. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Bill 
Orchard, Rebel Rodriguez, Ranger and Dot 
Miller, Ron Slinger, Bob Dyer, Andrew 
Heesaker, Jill Hartmann and Maddie Schmidt 
for these well-deserved honors by the Arvada 
Chamber of Commerce and their outstanding 
commitment to the community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARILYN AND LARRY 
LARSEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Marilyn 
and Larry Larsen of Underwood, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary. They celebrated their anniversary 
on January 28, 2017. 

Marilyn and Larry’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th An-
niversary, may their commitment grow even 
stronger, as they continue to love, cherish, 
and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
the best. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GYONGI ‘‘PIKA’’ 
PILAR FEJERAN ON RECEIVING 
THE U.S. SMALL BUSINESS AD-
MINISTRATION’S 2017 WOMEN IN 
BUSINESS CHAMPION OF THE 
YEAR AWARD FOR GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Gyongi ‘‘Pika’’ 
Pilar Fejeran on her selection as the U.S. 
Small Business Administration’s 2017 Women 
in Business Champion for Guam. This award 
honors an individual on Guam who, as an ad-
vocate for women entrepreneurs, has fulfilled 
a commitment to the advancement of women’s 
business ownership. 

Pika graduated from St. John’s School in 
Guam and later from the University of South-

ern California. She worked as an urban plan-
ner and project manager in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia before returning home to help fulfill her 
husband’s dream of owning a restaurant. 

Pika and Lenny opened Pika’s Café in 2010 
and in 2015 they opened Kitchen Lingo with 
their partner Lingo Quichocho. Pika is the 
President of Pika’s Café and Managing Part-
ner/Secretary-Treasurer of Kitchen Lingo. 
Since entering the Guam restaurant scene six 
years ago with her husband and business 
partner, Lenny, they have since inspired a res-
taurant evolution in Guam. In these short six 
years, the restaurant space has tripled in size, 
while opening a second location. Pika’s busi-
nesses are known for ‘‘buying local’’ and are 
known for preparing food with the freshest in-
gredients on the island. Pika’s success is cou-
pled with her family focused philosophy. Upon 
opening the first restaurant, Pika and Lenny 
made a conscious decision to only open for 
breakfast and lunch Monday through Thurs-
day. They chose to close on Sundays and at 
dinner throughout the week to ensure they al-
ways had time to spend with their three chil-
dren. Pika is also deeply involved with several 
community organizations on Guam and is a 
staunch supporter of women in business. She 
is a board member of the Guam Women’s 
Chamber of Commerce. Pika believes in pro-
moting sustainable economic growth and the 
development of women to help them integrate 
into leadership roles. Her service in the Guam 
Women’s Chamber of Commerce is evidence 
of her commitment to supporting the pro-
motion of women in business on the island. 
Pika was recently nominated by the Guam 
Business Magazine for the Industry Influencer 
Award for her restaurants’ support of buying 
from and supporting local farmers and busi-
nesses. Pika is also a member of the Imagine 
Guam Core Values Committee and Policy 
team, creating a vision and planning for Guam 
in 2065. She also serves as a Commissioner 
of the Chamorro Land Trust. 

I join the people of Guam in congratulating 
Gyongi ‘‘Pika’’ Pilar Fejeran on her selection 
as the SBA’s 2017 Women in Business Cham-
pion for Guam. I commend her for her many 
contributions to our island and community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, I was not present 
for roll call vote 215. If I had been present for 
this vote, I would have voted: Yea on roll call 
vote 215. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to commemorate the 38th An-

niversary of the Taiwan Relations Act, key leg-
islation that was signed into law on April 10, 
1979. 

The Taiwan Relations Act has served as the 
foundation of U.S.-Taiwan relations for 38 
years as Taiwan’s democracy has flourished 
in peace and social harmony. This extraor-
dinary and historic relationship between coun-
tries has been possible, to a large extent, be-
cause of the passage of the Taiwan Relations 
Act. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping will visit the 
United States this week. I see the summit be-
tween President Trump and President Jinping 
as a constructive opportunity to continue to 
build diplomatic relations between the U.S. 
and China. However, I believe it is imperative 
that the vital interests of our security partner 
Taiwan not be marginalized through these 
meetings. 

Taiwan is a great friend of the United 
States. It is appropriate and just that we con-
tinue to value our relationship and honor our 
commitments made in the Taiwan Relations 
Act and President Ronald Reagan’s ‘‘Six As-
surances’’. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
RETIREMENT PLANNING WEEK 2017 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize National Retirement Planning 
Week. This is the perfect opportunity to re-
member that planning for retirement is not just 
an issue for older Americans. 

The National Retirement Planning Coalition 
has consistently provided support and re-
sources to engage people of all ages to en-
courage them to ensure their financial future is 
planned and protected. Preserving Americans’ 
access to income options and workplace sav-
ings plans will restore and improve our soci-
ety’s financial security. 

I am truly grateful for the hard work of ev-
eryone who made the events and activities of 
this week a success in motivating individuals 
across the country to plan for retirement. In to-
day’s economy, it is more important than ever 
that Americans start saving for retirement 
early. Through National Retirement Planning 
Week, the National Retirement Planning Coali-
tion has created an innovative approach de-
signed to help us ‘Rethink Retirement.’ 

National Retirement Planning Week is an 
important initiative that is sure to have a posi-
tive impact on many lives. The educational op-
portunities throughout this week will provide a 
foundation for the invaluable asset of early, 
holistic financial planning. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the National Retire-
ment Planning Coalition for encouraging early 
and responsible planning, and for working with 
my colleagues and me to find bipartisan solu-
tions to make it easier to plan for retirement. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:50 Apr 06, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05AP8.002 E05APPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE462 April 5, 2017 
HONORING APOSTLE THEODORE 

THOMAS HERRING, SR. ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS 40 YEARS IN 
MINISTRY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize and congratulate my constituent, 
Apostle Theodore Thomas Herring, Sr. for 40 
faithful years in the ministry. Apostle Herring 
has used his ministry to inspire and uplift peo-
ple for decades. He has honored God and his 
community in immeasurable ways. 

Apostle Herring holds a master’s degree in 
Theology from St. Paul’s Bible Institute. He 
accepted the call to the ministry in April of 
1977. On September 1, 1979, he was or-
dained pastor of Salvation and Deliverance 
Church located in Tarboro, North Carolina. 
Since his ordination, Apostle Herring has re-
ceived numerous accolades for his work, in-
cluding being named Pastor of the Year. He 
was named an ‘‘Apostle of the Lord’’ by the 
Chief Apostle of the Salvation and Deliverance 
Churches Worldwide in 2005. Apostle Herring 
also received an honorary certificate from 
Governor James B. Hunt for extraordinary 
services rendered at the Caledonia Correc-
tional Institute. 

Salvation and Deliverance Church’s first lo-
cation was a small room in a pool hall located 
on Main Street in Tarboro. The church’s first 
members were Apostle Herring, his wife, First 
Lady Evangelist Elizabeth Herring, and their 
four children. Despite these humble begin-
nings, Apostle Herring preached diligently 
every Sunday and utilized the singing talent of 
his sons to bring in more members. 

As time went on, the church began to grow 
by leaps and bounds. People were drawn to 
Apostle Herring’s dynamic sermons and the 
church’s critically acclaimed Salvation and De-
liverance Choir. Under the guidance of Apostle 
and Evangelist Herring, the SDC Choir won 
numerous awards from various competitions 
including the Quaker Oats Voices of Tomor-
row Youth Gospel Choir Competition, the 
Pathmark Gospel Choir Competition, UPN’s 
Most Soulful Gospel Sound, Verizon’s How 
Sweet the Sound Competition, and McDon-
ald’s GospelFest. In addition, the SDC choir 
has shared the stage with gospel artists such 
as Shirley Caesar, Yolanda Adams, Byron 
Cage, and Marvin Sapp and released its debut 
recording, ‘‘More Than Conquerors.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Apostle Theodore Thomas 
Herring, Sr. is an inspiring teacher and dy-
namic minister of the Gospel. His faithful serv-
ice to God and the ministry deserve of all his 
previous accolades and those yet to come. I 
ask my colleagues here in the United States 
House of Representatives to please join me in 
expressing sincere appreciation for Apostle 
Herring’s faithfulness and extraordinary serv-
ice to communities across our state and Na-
tion. 

RECOGNIZING APRIL 9–22, 2017 AS 
NATIONAL YOUNG AUDIENCES 
ARTS-FOR-LEARNING WEEK 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize April 9–22, 2017 as National 
Young Audiences Arts-for-Learning Week. 
Young Audiences (YA) Arts for Learning was 
established in 1952 and is the nation’s largest 
arts-in-education learning network. Young Au-
diences currently serves over 5 million chil-
dren and youth each year in 8,300 schools 
and community centers across the country, 
through its diversified network of 30 local affili-
ates. This year, Young Audiences, and its af-
filiates, will be celebrating ‘‘Young Audiences 
Week’’ with numerous community events, edu-
cational programs, and initiatives across the 
country, culminating on April 21st and 22nd, at 
the Digital Transformation National Arts-in- 
Education Conference. 

Young Audiences empowers our nation’s 
next generation of scientists, mathematicians, 
entrepreneurs, artists, writers, parents, and 
community leaders, to be innovative, creative 
and critical thinkers. YA partners with nearly 
9,000 local and national organizations, cor-
porations, foundations, and government agen-
cies, to create community-wide collaborations 
on behalf of arts-in-education. These partner-
ships enable YA to extend their work and 
reach more children year by year. 

Young Audience’s network strives to con-
nect 4,600 teaching artists with over 80,000 
educators to provide in-depth arts-in-education 
opportunities that raise academic and artistic 
achievement, while enhancing and developing 
learning skills that translate across curricula. 

In my district, Young Audiences of Roch-
ester, established in 1962, is upstate New 
York’s oldest and most comprehensive arts-in- 
education organization, having worked with 
over 186,000 students in the past year. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Arts Cau-
cus, I understand firsthand the benefits that 
comprehensive arts education has on our na-
tion’s youth. Students engaged in arts learning 
have higher GPAs, standardized test scores, 
stronger critical thinking skills, better decision 
making skills, and lower drop-out rates. Par-
ticipating in the arts can have incredible bene-
fits on our nation’s students. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing National Young Audiences Arts- 
for-Learning Week. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TINA AND JEFF 
RUSSELL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Tina and 
Jeff Russell. The Russells were honored by 
the Adams Community Chamber of Com-
merce with the Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award at their annual banquet on January 26, 
2017. 

Tina and Jeff reopened the marina at Lake 
Icaria near Corning, Iowa, under the name 

Bobber’s Down. They provide rental options 
and fishing advice for all who come to enjoy 
the lake. They also represent Adams County 
at trade shows all throughout the Midwest. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Tina and Jeff for 
receiving this outstanding award and for com-
mitting themselves to making their community 
a better place to live, work, and raise a family. 
I am proud to represent them in the United 
States Congress and I ask that all of my col-
leagues join me in congratulating them and in 
wishing them both nothing but continued suc-
cess. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MONITO S. CO 
ON RECEIVING THE U.S. SMALL 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION’S 
2017 MINORITY SMALL BUSINESS 
CHAMPION OF THE YEAR AWARD 
FOR GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Monito S. Co 
on receiving the U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration’s 2017 Minority Small Business Cham-
pion of the Year Award for Guam. This award 
honors an individual on Guam who has ful-
filled a commitment to support and assist mi-
nority entrepreneurs and small business own-
ers. 

Monito is the General Manager of Benson 
Guam Enterprises, Inc., a Minority Small Busi-
ness entity and one of the largest construction 
and building material stores in Guam. Benson 
Guam Enterprises, Inc. engages in retail and 
wholesale of materials, supplies, and equip-
ment to construction companies, homeowners, 
local and federal government in Guam and 
customers in neighboring island communities. 
Monito oversees overall operations of the 
company and ensures that customers receive 
quality service, have access to a fully stocked 
store, and employees maintain high morale 
and are working diligently. Monito also serves 
as the company’s liaison to various commu-
nity, government, military and charitable 
projects. 

Monito has been a driving force in his com-
pany’s advancement of business activities and 
community service throughout the region. He 
has provided outstanding assistance to many 
local businesses building and renovating to 
improve services for everyone. Further, Monito 
and Benson Guam Enterprises, Inc. have 
worked tirelessly to support minority busi-
nesses through various charitable and com-
munity organizations. He generously volun-
teers his time with the Guam Chinese School 
Foundation, United Chinese Association of 
Guam, Metro Manila Association of Guam, Fil-
ipino Community of Guam, Lions Club Inter-
national District 204, Make a Wish Foundation 
Guam Chapter, Guam Workforce Investment 
Board, Guam Chamber of Commerce, Chi-
nese Chamber of Commerce of Guam, Guam 
Contractors Association and Guam Chinese 
Association. 

I join the people of Guam in congratulating 
Monito S. Co on his selection as the U.S. 
Small Business Administration’s 2017 Minority 
Small Business Champion of the Year Award 
for Guam. I commend him for his many con-
tributions to our island and community. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF SHERIFF 

BOB VASS 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the courageous life of 
Bob Vass, who was a true public servant to 
the Hall County community. 

Mr. Vass was elected to be the sheriff of 
Hall County in 1992 and held that position for 
eight years before becoming a member of the 
State Board of Pardons and Parole. Our com-
munity will remember his dedication to the de-
partment and the citizens whom he served for 
years to come. 

When he wasn’t enjoying his favorite meal 
at the Longstreet Café, Sheriff Vass was con-
tinuously telling his neighbors stories of his 
time in law enforcement and his work for the 
Georgia Olympic Games. During the Atlanta 
Olympics he was in charge of studying ter-
rorism in preparation for welcoming the cen-
tennial games to our great state. No matter 
the capacity, Bob’s contagious smile and great 
sense of humor made him a bright figure 
around Hall County. 

In addition to his work as a sheriff, he was 
a member of the Lanier Technical College Ad-
visory Board, Edmonson-Telford Center for 
Children, and the Boy Scouts of America 
Board of Directors. In each of these roles, he 
worked selflessly to change the lives of hun-
dreds of individuals in the northeast Georgia 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, while we mourn the loss of 
Sheriff Vass, we celebrate his many contribu-
tions to our state and the life of service that 
he led. 

f 

THE BOSTON CONSERVATORY AT 
BERKLEE’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Boston Conservatory at Berklee 
on the occasion of its 150th Anniversary. The 
Boston Conservatory, founded by violinist and 
composer Julius Eichberg in 1867, has a long 
and rich history of educating undergraduate 
and graduate students in music, dance and 
theater. The school has always set itself apart 
by the strength of its instructors and its distinc-
tive, multidisciplinary structure. Indeed, the 
Conservatory has trained generations of tal-
ented performing artists. Today, the school’s 
highly sought-after instructors are distin-
guished artists and leading practitioners in 
their fields, holding positions with the Boston 
Symphony and Boston Pops orchestras, the 
Boston Lyric Opera, Boston Ballet and a host 
of other prominent local and national compa-
nies. 

Founder Julius Eichberg was a former Con-
servatoire of Geneva professor who immi-
grated to the United States from Germany, 
who founded the Boston Conservatory as a 
professional training academy and a commu-
nity music school. It was one of the first con-
servatories to admit African-Americans and 

women, and featured in 1873 an opera per-
formance by the first African-American opera 
company in the U.S., as well as the establish-
ment of the first professional female string 
quartet in 1878. The Conservatory’s commit-
ment to equal opportunity continues through 
our times: the Conservatory earned the 2015 
Commonwealth Award, Massachusetts’ high-
est honor in arts, humanities and sciences in 
recognition of the school’s music programs for 
students on the autism spectrum and with 
special needs. 

The Boston Conservatory is the oldest per-
forming arts conservatory of its kind in the 
United States. Its recent merger with the world 
renowned Berklee College of Music, which 
fosters unparalleled access to a broad range 
of academic and creative opportunities for stu-
dents in both schools, is a final example of the 
forward looking, progressive approach that the 
Conservatory has always taken. 

I thank the Boston Conservatory at 
Berklee’s faculty, students, administration and 
alumni for their dedication, commitment and 
positive impact they have had on American 
performing arts. I also congratulate the school 
on 150 years of service and wish them well as 
they continue their fine traditions. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
GAMECOCKS BASKETBALL 
TEAMS 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the University of South Carolina 
Gamecocks basketball team. It was the thrill of 
a lifetime to attend the NCAA women’s bas-
ketball national championship game last Sun-
day at the American Airlines Center in Dallas, 
Texas. The Gamecocks have electrified Co-
lumbia and the entire state of South Carolina, 
and we are all incredibly proud of what these 
coaches and players have achieved. 

For Head Coach Dawn Staley, winning the 
national championship is the latest in a string 
of achievements that she has accumulated in 
her lifetime and in South Carolina over the last 
nine seasons. Under her leadership, the 
Gamecocks have made the NCAA Tour-
nament six years in a row and went to the 
final four in 2015. This year, they finally got 
over the hump and are national champions. 
Her coaching staff, Lisa Boyer, Nikki McCray- 
Penson, Fred Chmiel, Melanie Balcomb, Cyn-
thia Jordan, Freddy Ready, Ariana Moore, 
Hudson Jacobs, Marcella Shorty, and Katie 
Fowler have done an impressive job, and I 
congratulate each of them. 

The team Coach Staley has built is an in-
credible group of young women from South 
Carolina and around the country. A’ja Wilson, 
a Junior from Hopkins, South Carolina, won 
the Most Outstanding Player of the Final Four 
award and was named to the All-SEC First 
Team this season. Wilson was joined on the 
All-SEC First Team by Senior Alaina Coates 
from Irmo, South Carolina. Unfortunately, 
Coates missed the NCAA tournament with an 
ankle injury and has concluded a fantastic ca-
reer with the Gamecocks. In addition to mak-
ing All-SEC First team this year, she did so 

last season as well, and was All-SEC Second 
team in her first two years in the program. We 
wish her a speedy recovery and hope that she 
has as much success in the future as she has 
had with the Gamecocks. 

The full roster of this championship team in-
cludes: Victoria Patrick, Bianca Cuevas- 
Moore, Kaela Davis, Doniyah Cliney, Allisha 
Gray, Araion Bradshaw, Tiffany Davis, Mikiah 
Herbert Harrigan, A’ja Wilson, Alexis Jennings, 
Alaina Coates, and Tyasha Harris. 

The Gamecocks finished 2017 with a 33–4 
record and won their third consecutive South-
eastern Conference Championship en route to 
this national championship. The Gamecocks 
have developed an incredible fan base. They 
have led the nation in attendance for women’s 
basketball over the last several years. In addi-
tion to their success on the court, these 
coaches and players are role models off the 
court. 

I especially want to acknowledge Assistant 
Coach Nikki McCray-Penson. Diagnosed with 
cancer three years ago, she has been a real 
inspiration to many. Throughout her treatment 
she remained totally committed to the team, 
and never missed a day of work. Thankfully, 
she is now cancer free. 

I also wish to congratulate the Gamecocks 
Men’s team. After winning their first NCAA 
tournament game in 43 years they reached 
the final four for the first time in their pro-
gram’s history. Having both men and women 
from the same school reach the Final Four is 
pretty uncommon. 

Coach Frank Martin and his assistants and 
staff consisting of: Matt Figger, Perry Clark, 
Bruce Shingler, Andy Assaley, Scott 
Greenawalt, Doug Edwards, Mark Rodger, Jay 
Gibbons, Dushawn Davis, Jarett Gerald, Brian 
Steele, and Ryan McIntyre recruited and mold-
ed an incredible group of young men including 
TeMarcus Blanton, Tommy Corchiani, PJ 
Dozier, Rakym Felder, Hassani Gravett, 
Khadim Gueye, Evan Hinson, Kory Holden, 
Jarrell Holliman, Sedee Keita, Maik Kotsar, 
Justin McKie, Duane Notice, John Ragin, 
Christian Schmitt, Chris Silva, Sindarius 
Thornwell, and Ran Tut. Although they came 
up five points short of a victory in the semi- 
championship game they proved themselves a 
team of champions. 

Mr. Speaker, although representing the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in this august body 
is a singular honor for me, I feel certain that 
the 2017 NCAA Final Four appearances by 
these young men and women are the begin-
nings of many more to come. Coach Frank 
Martin and Coach Dawn Staley are truly a dy-
namic duo. 

f 

STACEY TEJADA-SANDOVAL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Stacey 
Tejada-Sandoval for receiving the Adams 
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth 
Award. 

Stacey Tejada-Sandoval is an 8th grader at 
Shaw Heights Middle School and received this 
award because her determination and hard 
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties. 
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The dedication demonstrated by Stacey 

Tejada-Sandoval is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Stacey Tejada-Sandoval for winning the 
Adams County Mayors and Commissioners 
Youth Award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character in all of her 
future accomplishments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JUDY LOONAN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Judy 
Loonan, of Loonan Stock Farm in Corning, 
Iowa, for being named Iowa’s Seedstock Pro-
ducer of the Year. 

This award is sponsored by the Iowa Beef 
Breeds Council and was presented at the 
Iowa Beef Expo Kick-Off Program. This award 
is given to honor outstanding cattle producers 
in the seedstock industry. Judy has been in 
the cattle business for 42 years, raising Red 
Angus, Simmental and Red SimAngus Cattle. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Judy dem-
onstrates the rewards of hard-work and deter-
mination. Her efforts embody the Iowa spirit 
and I am honored to represent her, and 
Iowans like her, in the United States Con-
gress. I ask that all of my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Judy for her achieve-
ments and in wishing her nothing but contin-
ued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND JOINING AU-
TISM COMMUNITY TOGETHER 
(ACT) IN CELEBRATING THE 
MONTH OF APRIL AS AUTISM 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Guam’s Autism Community To-
gether (ACT) as they join Autism Speaks and 
the international community in celebrating the 
month of April as Autism Awareness Month to 
shine a light on autism. I also join the pledge 
to ‘‘Light It Up Blue’’ throughout the month of 
April to support autism awareness and autism 
acceptance. 

World Autism Awareness Day (WAAD) was 
established by the United Nations in 2007 to 
raise awareness of the issues surrounding 
people, particularly children with autism world-
wide. World Autism Awareness Day has since 
been commemorated throughout the world by 
communities wearing blue. Autism Community 
Together is Guam’s local organization leading 
the efforts to increase autism awareness and 
promoting World Autism Awareness Day. Au-
tism Community Together is an organization 
based in Guam as a support group for families 

with autistic children. Though we have made 
great strides as a nation to improve services 
and opportunities for peoples with disabilities, 
there are still improvements that can be made. 
ACT is dedicated to helping individuals and 
parents find resources, support, and training 
while making diligent strides to increase the 
awareness of autism spectrum disorders and 
advocating for effective services and the 
unique needs of individuals with autism and 
their families. 

During the month of April, I also encourage 
those throughout the Guam community and 
the nation to participate and pledge to ‘‘Light 
It Up Blue.’’ Individuals and organizations can 
show their support by asking friends, family, 
and colleagues to wear blue or accessorize 
with blue; light up homes and businesses with 
blue lights and decorations; and turn social 
media pictures blue. These are just small acts 
that we can do as a community to show our 
support for autism awareness and acceptance. 

Additionally, I commend Autism Community 
Together as it hosts the 10th Annual Autism 
Awareness Fair ‘‘Acceptance in Action’’ to co-
incide with World Autism Day. The Autism 
Awareness Fair is the largest outreach event 
hosted by ACT throughout the year and brings 
together government agencies, non-profit or-
ganizations, service providers, support ven-
dors with the intent to provide information and 
resources on the various disability related pro-
grams and services available on Guam. 

On behalf of the people of Guam, I thank 
the Autism Community Together organization 
and all government agencies and community 
partners for their assistance to spread autism 
awareness and acceptance. I join ACT in 
pledging to light up the island of Guam blue 
throughout the month of April and look forward 
to their future contributions in opening more 
opportunities to those in our community living 
with autism. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ARAB 
AMERICAN COMMUNITY DURING 
ARAB AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Arab American community dur-
ing Arab American Heritage Month. Arab 
Americans embody the core values of our 
country through their initiative, work ethic and 
dedication to faith and family, and their con-
tributions to the United States are worthy of 
commendation. 

April is widely recognized as Arab American 
Heritage Month, and it is important that we ac-
knowledge the vital role that this community 
plays in our country’s civic life. According to 
the Arab American Institute, almost four million 
Arab Americans live and work through the 
United States, with a variety of backgrounds 
and cultures. These individuals have made 
vital contributions across a variety of fields, in-
cluding medicine, business and government. 
Arab Americans represent individuals from all 
backgrounds and walks of life, and their family 
values, strong work ethic, dedication to edu-
cation, and diversity in faith and creed that 
have added strength to our great democracy. 

I am fortunate to represent one of the larg-
est Arab American communities in the country 
in Dearborn, Michigan. Dearborn is a diverse 
blue-collar city that is home to a branch of the 
world-class University of Michigan and an 
iconic American auto company in Ford Motor 
Company, and the Arab American community 
continues to play a key role in their successes 
and other endeavors in the city. These hard- 
working individuals exemplify the values that 
make America great, and we must continue to 
recognize the heritage and contributions of the 
Arab American community to the United 
States. During Arab American Heritage Month, 
it is my hope that the contributions of Arab 
Americans throughout the country will be 
given the recognition and acclaim that they 
deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Arab American community and 
their accomplishments during Arab American 
Heritage Month. Their positive impact on the 
United States’ civic life is deserving of recogni-
tion. 

f 

HONORING 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
SURETY BONDS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 75th Anniversary of 
the National Association of Surety Bond Pro-
ducers (NASBP). Formed in 1942, NASBP is 
a national trade organization representing 
firms employing licensed surety bond pro-
ducers and allied professionals. NASBP pro-
ducers specialize in providing surety bonds for 
construction contracts and for other purposes 
to companies and individuals needing the as-
surance offered by surety bonds. The NASBP 
bond producer stands as the bridge between 
the construction firm and the surety company 
and works closely with the construction busi-
ness to position the business to meet under-
writing requirements to obtain surety credit for 
bonded work. Surety bonds are a time-hon-
ored, vital component of federal and state pro-
curement systems, where a furnished surety 
bond evidences a contractor’s qualifications to 
undertake the contract sought and taxpayer 
funds are protected through the surety bond’s 
guarantee of performance. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to again extend my good wishes and 
recognize NASBP on its 75th Anniversary, and 
I encourage my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives to do the same. 

f 

SPECIAL ENVOY TO COMBAT AND 
MONITOR ANTI-SEMITISM ACT 
OF 2017 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to announce that I have introduced 
the bipartisan Special Envoy to Monitor and 
Combat Anti-Semitism Act of 2017 (H.R. 
1911), along with my colleagues and lead 
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original cosponsors, BRAD SCHNEIDER, PETER 
ROSKAM, ELIOT ENGEL, RANDY WEBER, NITA 
LOWEY, TED DEUTCH, GUS BILIRAKIS, and 
MARC VEASEY are also original cosponsors. 

I wrote the provisions of the Global Anti- 
Semitism Review Act of 2004 to create in the 
State Department the Office to Monitor and 
Combat Anti-Semitism and the Special Envoy 
to lead it. President Bush signed the bill into 
law and since then the Special Envoy and Of-
fice have been crucial tools in our global fight 
against Anti-Semitism. 

However, as witnesses testified at a recent 
hearing I chaired on ‘‘Anti-Semitism across 
Borders,’’ the ninth hearing I have chaired on 
Anti-Semitism, Anti-Semitic hatred has metas-
tasized across the ideological spectrum. 
Secularists, Islamists, extremists on the right, 
and extremists on the left, propagate Anti- 
Semitism. Violent Anti-Semitic attacks have 
become more frequent and perpetrators are 
learning from and sometimes even cooper-
ating with each other across national bound-
aries. 

It’s urgent that we enhance the position of 
Special Envoy to match the threats to Jewish 
communities and make sure our response is 
strong and focused. This legislation: 

Elevates the position of Special Envoy to 
Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism to the rank 
of Ambassador; 

Directs the Special Envoy to report directly 
to the Secretary of State; 

Prohibits the Special Envoy from being dou-
ble-hatted with another portfolio of issues; 

Emphasizes that the Special Envoy should 
be a person of recognized distinction in the 
field of combating Anti-Semitism or religious 
freedom; and 

Clarifies that Special Envoy shall be the pri-
mary advisor and coordinator for U.S. govern-
ment efforts to monitor and combat Anti-Semi-
tism and Anti-Semitic incitement in foreign 
countries. 

Mr. Speaker, many leading groups support 
this bill, including Agudath Israel of America, 
American Jewish Committee, Anti-Defamation 
League, B’nai B’rith International, The Con-
ference of Presidents of Major American Jew-
ish Organizations, The Jewish Federations of 
North America, National Coalition Supporting 
Eurasian Jewry, Orthodox Union, Secure 
Community Network, Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter, and the World Jewish Congress of North 
America. 

I call on my colleagues to cosponsor this bill 
so that it moves through the Congress and 
gets to the President as soon as possible. 
With these enhancements, and full staffing, 
the Special Envoy can help ensure that Amer-
ica continues to lead the world toward defeat-
ing the ancient, unique evil of Anti-Semitism 
and keeping Jewish communities throughout 
the world safe and secure. 

f 

HONORING MR. JEAN DECURTINS 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to recognize the last sur-

viving member of the Stillwater, Minnesota 
‘‘Last Man’s Club’’ of World War II veterans, 
Mr. Jean DeCurtins. 

At age 98, Mr. DeCurtins is the only survivor 
of the 180 men who left Stillwater in February 
1941 as part of the Minnesota Army National 
Guard’s 34th Infantry Division Red Bulls mobi-
lization for World War II. The A&D Last Man’s 
Club was named for the A and D Army Com-
panies in which members served and in honor 
of Stillwater’s original Last Man’s Club of 34 
Civil War veterans. 

Private DeCurtins served in Company D, the 
heavy-weapons company of the 133rd Infantry 
Regiment, 34th Infantry Division. He fought in 
six battles and 14 engagements in North Afri-
ca and Italy, including the Battles of Monte 
Cassino and the Gothic Line. Injured twice 
during his service, taking shrapnel to his hand 
at the Battle of Kasserine Pass in Tunisa and 
in the head at the Anzio beachhead in Italy, 
DeCurtins returned to the battlefield both 
times. For his brave service, DeCurtins was 
awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple 
Heart. 

The day after Christmas in 1944, Mr. 
DeCurtins returned to his parents’ home in 
Stillwater, a decorated Army Private First 
Class. He took a job on a line crew for North-
ern States Power Co. where he worked until 
he retired in 1981. He still lives in his parents’ 
home with his brother Johnny, also a World 
War II veteran, a home he has lived in for 
over 90 years. Still active in his community 
and an avid reader, DeCurtins visits the Still-
water Public Library twice daily and attends 
Mass at the Church of St. Michael every Sat-
urday evening. 

His humility, perseverance, and sacrifice 
certainly personifies those known as ‘‘the 
Greatest Generation,’’ and we are proud to 
recognize him today as we remember all with 
whom he served. Mr. Speaker, please join me 
in rising to honor Mr. DeCurtins’s courage and 
commitment to our nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DEB WHEATLEY 
FIELD 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Deb 
Wheatley Field of Atlantic, Iowa, for her recent 
retirement after 35 years of dedicated service 
to the City of Atlantic as the City Clerk. 

Over her 35 years as City Clerk, Deb was 
able to calculate that she attended around 950 
City Council meetings. Her expertise has been 
an invaluable tool for the city throughout her 
career. Not only is Deb an expert on all things 
Atlantic, but she has also exhibited ethical 
standards and professionalism second to 
none. As Atlantic moves forward after Deb’s 
retirement, Deb’s legacy will, with no doubt, 
continue to have a lasting impact on the way 
the city is run for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, Deb has made a difference in 
her community by helping and serving others. 
It is with great pride that I recognize her today. 
I ask that all of my colleagues in the United 

States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Deb on her accomplishments 
and in wishing her nothing but continued suc-
cess in her retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JACINTA ELM ON 
RECEIVING THE U.S. SMALL 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION’S 
2017 FINANCIAL SERVICES CHAM-
PION AWARD FROM GUAM 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Jacinta Elm on 
her selection as the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration’s 2017 Financial Services Cham-
pion for Guam. Jacinta is being honored for 
her work in assisting small business owners 
through advocacy efforts to increase the use-
fulness and availability of accounting or finan-
cial services for small businesses. 

Jacinta is the Assistant Vice President of 
the Anti-Money Laundering and Fraud Division 
for the Bank of Guam, the largest financial in-
stitution on Guam, serving individual clients, 
small businesses, middle-market and large 
corporations, and government entities. She is 
responsible for conveying awareness of the 
threat of cybercrime facing small businesses. 
Jacinta is one of only two Certified Anti-Money 
Laundering Specialists on Guam. Her training 
included identifying money laundering and ter-
rorist financing methods, the best practices to 
stop these and other financial crimes, as well 
as key related legislation in place worldwide, 
and Anti-Money Laundering standards and de-
veloping defenses for financial institutions to 
stop terrorist financing and money laundering. 
Through Jacinta’s certification, the Bank of 
Guam and its customers have access to the 
most reputable and recognizable network of 
specialized knowledge. 

She is a cancer survivor who lost the ability 
to walk and had to re-learn how to walk. 
Jacinta has used the lessons she learned in 
fighting cancer and applies that same passion 
to helping others within the Bank of Guam and 
the community to identify and manage risks 
that could lead to unintended, potentially cata-
strophic consequences. Jacinta leads the 
Bank of Guam’s regular outreach program for 
Money Services Businesses which provide 
services such as check cashing, money trans-
fer, prepaid store value cards, money orders, 
travelers’ checks, and tax preparation for cli-
ents. This is an outreach provided by the Bank 
of Guam to enhance awareness, which no 
other local financial institution provides. 
Jacinta helps Money Services Businesses 
meet their Bank Secrecy Act compliance obli-
gations, protect the community and customers 
they serve and maintain strong relationships 
with their financial and banking partners. 

I join the people of Guam in congratulating 
Jacinta Elm on her selection as the SBA’s 
2017 Financial Services Champion for Guam. 
I commend her for her many contributions to 
our island and community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE MIDDLE-
TOWN VOLUNTEER FIRE AND 
RESCUE COMPANY, INC. 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the 75th anniversary of the Middletown 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company, Inc. in 
Frederick County, Virginia. Established in April 
of 1942, the Company formed in response to 
a devastating fire that nearly destroyed an en-
tire block in Middletown, including the land 
where the Fire Station stands today. The origi-
nal membership of the Company of a mere 
twenty-two has nearly tripled over the past 75 
years. I would like to personally commend the 
courageous men and women who so selflessly 
volunteer their time and put themselves in 
danger on behalf of their neighbors, friends, 
and strangers, without asking for anything in 
return. 

Through both exemplary leadership and 
community support, the Middletown Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue Company has grown expo-
nentially since its inception in 1942. Under the 
longtime leadership of Fire Chief Emeritus 
Henry Shiley, who only recently retired after 
53 years of service, the Company transformed 
into a full-service emergency relief unit, and I 
have great confidence that the Company will 
continue to prosper under Chief Mark Dalton. 
Additionally, one support organization that has 
contributed to the growth of the Company im-
mensely is the Lady Auxiliary, which formed in 
1943 with the intention of providing both finan-
cial and moral support to the Company. Over 
the years, they have raised hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars through community events 
and fundraisers, and their service to the Com-
pany is invaluable. 

Today the Middletown Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Company, which in 1942 only had one 
firetruck, is now a full service Company that 
protects the lives and properties of individuals 
from fires, accidents, illnesses and other 
emergencies in the Town of Middletown, Fred-
erick County, and the surrounding vicinity. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding the Middletown Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Company, Inc. for their years of 
selfless service and heroism and to again con-
gratulate them on this tremendous milestone. 
I wish them all the best in all of their future en-
deavors. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE CHANGE OF 
COMMAND OF COLONEL 
MARTINE KIDD 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the change of com-
mand of Colonel Martine S. Kidd, the 34th 
Commander of the Anniston Army Depot. 

Colonel Kidd enlisted in the Army Reserve 
as a Supply Specialist in 1989. She was com-
missioned as a Quartermaster Officer in 1994. 

Her first assignment was to the 7th Bat-
talion, 159th Aviation Regiment, Illesheim, 

Germany, where she worked as a Supply Pla-
toon Leader and Battalion S1, and later de-
ployed to Operation Joint Endeavor. Next, she 
was assigned to the 10th Mountain Division, 
holding several positions including Main Sup-
port Battalion S3, Company Commander, and 
Division Support Command S4. Later, she 
served as the Aide-de-Camp for the Com-
manding General of the Army and Air Force 
Exchange Service, also deploying in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom in Kuwait and Iraq. 
In April 2007, she deployed as the Logistics 
Planner for the 3rd Infantry Division during the 
OIF Surge in Iraq. Afterwards, she was a Lo-
gistics Instructor at the Command and General 
Staff College, and was the Executive Officer to 
the Deputy Commandant/Deputy Commanding 
General for the Combined Arms Center. In 
July 2010, she deployed again, serving as the 
Executive Officer to the Deputy Commanding 
General for Support, United States Forces- 
Iraq. In June 2011, she assumed Command of 
the America’s East Battalion for the Defense 
Logistics Agency-Energy, in Houston, Texas. 
Later, she transitioned to Fort Belvoir, Va. 
working as the Executive Officer to the Com-
manding General of U.S. Army Cyber Com-
mand. In July of 2015, Col. Kidd became the 
34th Commander of the Anniston Army Depot 
in Anniston, Alabama. 

Among her awards and decorations are the 
Legion of Merit, two Bronze Star Medals, the 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, three Mer-
itorious Service Medals, the Joint Service 
Commendation Medal, three Army Com-
mendation Medals, and the NATO Medal. In 
April of 2015, she was selected as a Distin-
guished Member of the Quartermaster Regi-
ment. 

Colonel Kidd is married to Justin E. Kidd 
who is an Assistant Professor at the Army’s 
CGSC, a former U.S. Marine and a retired 
U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Colonel Kidd on her change of com-
mand and wishing her the best in her future 
endeavors. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BUDGET 
PROPOSED BY THE TRUMP AD-
MINISTRATION 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to the draconian 31 percent cut 
to the international affairs budget proposed by 
the Trump Administration. 

President Trump’s budget would starve our 
nation’s diplomacy and development efforts at 
a time of increased challenges to global secu-
rity and stability. 

Strategic investments in development and 
diplomacy, alongside a strong defense, are 
essential to fight terrorism, support our allies, 
and uphold America’s leadership role in the 
world. 

If the United States retreats from our global 
commitments, then we cede ground to coun-
tries that do not share American interests and 
pose a risk to American values. 

You do not make America great again by 
unilaterally withdrawing from the world. 

Since World War II, we have been and we 
remain the essential nation. Ronald Reagan 

used to talk about making America that shin-
ing city upon a hill. 

What he meant was a beacon, a place peo-
ple could look to for succor, human rights ad-
vocacy, and protection. That is who we are. 

Yesterday, the Trump Administration an-
nounced that it was ending all funding for the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), 
which works to provide access to contracep-
tives, prevent unsafe abortions, and stop ma-
ternal deaths around the world. 

Cutting these funds threatens the lives of 
millions of girls and women. 

Throughout U.S. development operations, 
we are fostering American values through sup-
port for civil society, free markets, independent 
media, and democratic institutions. 

At a time when countries like Russia and 
China are undermining democratic institutions 
and the post-WWII international order, we 
need robust diplomatic and development oper-
ations more than ever. 

Foreign assistance is not just a nice thing to 
do. It opens foreign markets for American 
businesses and creates enduring partnerships 
abroad. 

For example, what began as a donor-recipi-
ent relationship between the United States 
and South Korea in the wake of the Korean 
War has since blossomed into an unbreakable 
alliance bound by shared military, diplomatic, 
cultural, and economic ties. South Korea is 
now our sixth largest trading partner. 

We turn to diplomacy to solve our most in-
tractable national security challenges. 

It is a political solution we seek in Syria, not 
a military one. It is the JCPOA, a multilateral 
diplomatic effort, that has effectively reversed 
the Iranian nuclear threat. 

It is our aid and reconstruction efforts that 
will eliminate terrorists’ sanctuaries in Afghani-
stan, not a permanent military presence. 

Pulling out the rug beneath our nation’s dip-
lomats not only makes their efforts less effec-
tive, but it also further exposes our military by 
shifting the entire burden to them. 

More than 120 retired generals and admirals 
recently wrote a letter to Congress on this 
matter saying ‘‘the State Department, USAID, 
Millennium Challenge Corporation, Peace 
Corps and other development agencies are 
critical to preventing conflict and reducing the 
need to put our men and women in uniform in 
harm’s way.’’ 

This is no longer a battle about numbers or 
a budget. This is a battle about who we are 
as a people and what role we will play in 
shaping the world we hand over to our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

There are people who benefit from the 
United States’ diplomatic and foreign aid ef-
forts, who are fighting for democracy as we 
speak, putting their lives on the line counting 
on us to have their backs. 

This is not the time to retreat. But that is 
what this budget does. We must fight this 
budget for the sake of that shining city upon 
a hill. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
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This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 

any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 

section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
April 6, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 
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