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HONORING THE SMITHVILLE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I pause to thank and 
honor the Smithville Police Department for 
their efforts in serving Smithville following the 
March 6, 2017 tornado. 

The EF–2 rated tornado left a trail of de-
struction up to 1,000 feet wide and 18 miles 
long. In Smithville, over 60 houses were dam-
aged with several completely destroyed, re-
sulting in over 65 tons of debris. Miraculously, 
no injuries were sustained during the storm. 

After the storm, officers from the Smithville 
Police Department helped set up a perimeter, 
went door-to-door making sure residents were 
safe, and protected the neighborhood with a 
24/7 presence in the days that followed. The 
effect of the police department on the neigh-
borhoods affected by the tornado cannot be 
understated, whether through making the vic-
tims feel safe from scroungers or looters or by 
helping residents with their physical needs 
throughout the recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me and the 
community of Smithville in thanking Chief 
Jason Lockridge and the officers and staff of 
the Smithville Police Department for their serv-
ice following the March 6 tornado and wishing 
them God’s blessings and protection in the 
years to come. 

f 

COMMEMORATING WWI 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 100 years 
ago today, the House of Representatives 
voted in support of the United States’ entrance 
into World War I. The Great War was consid-
ered to be the war to end all wars. 

Four million Americans, including 200,000 
Texans, proudly served during World War I. 
Boys who grew up on Texas farms suddenly 
became men as they found themselves in the 
muddy, rainy, and bloody trenches an ocean 
away. 

The life of a Doughboy was hard. Soldiers 
were constantly bombarded with artillery and 
machine gun fire. They often faced the danger 
of traipsing over the trenches and crossing no 
man’s land, repelling the enemy. 

In the midst of battle and in the face of the 
enemy, our men displayed tremendous gal-
lantry. Four Texans were awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor for their heroic ac-
tions. Their names are: Daniel R. Edwards, 
David E. Hayden, Samuel M. Sampler, and 
David B. Barkley. 

One hundred and one years later we still re-
member the brave warriors of WWI. World 
War I changed our nation, our people, and our 
world. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

A GRATEFUL THANK YOU TO A 
TRUSTED ADVISOR 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the professional achievements and 
dedication of Cindy Simms who recently 
began the newest chapter of her esteemed 
career of public service in the Executive Office 
of the President. Cindy was most recently my 
Director of Member Services and a Senior Ad-
visor for the House Homeland Security Com-
mittee. Her insight was an invaluable asset to 
my Committee and Cindy’s vision and deter-
mination allowed her to grow in her role as a 
vital part of the Committee’s daily operation 
and strategy. 

Cindy has been involved in politics at all lev-
els of government which has contributed to 
her breadth of knowledge and keen political 
mind. A native Californian, Cindy began her 
career working for a state senator before join-
ing the Schwarzenegger gubernatorial cam-
paign and later working in the governor’s of-
fice as a legislative analyst. Cindy then an-
swered her professional calling and moved to 
the East Coast where she served in the 
George W. Bush White House at the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy. She later worked 
for both the Department of Homeland Security 
and Coast Guard, focusing her efforts on 
issues of national defense. 

We relied heavily on Cindy’s leadership and 
outreach as the Director of Member Services 
for the Homeland Security Committee. Cindy 
is a true professional and a trusted advisor. 
Her influence, however, extended across the 
Committee as she assisted the offices of all 
Republican Members. Cindy worked tirelessly 
to keep Members and staff engaged in Com-
mittee activities and went out of her way to fa-
cilitate opportunities for every single one of the 
18 Republicans on the Committee. Her legacy 
lives on in the tremendous growth in outreach 
we have experienced during her tenure here. 
I will always be grateful for the personal rela-
tionships she built with the Members of this 
Committee, myself included, as well as the 
professional relationships she grew with out-
side coalitions and stakeholder groups to en-
hance the Committee’s involvement and influ-
ence. 

The White House is lucky to have Cindy on 
their team. Her political insight, professional 
demeanor, and strong relationships built dur-
ing her time on Capitol Hill will be a great 
asset to President Trump. Her work ethic, de-
termination to grow, and innovative vision 

make Cindy an excellent fit to work in the 
highest office in the land. 

f 

TOM CLARK 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Tom Clark for his leader-
ship, vision and lasting impact on Denver and 
Colorado as the CEO of the Metro Economic 
Development Corporation and Executive Vice 
President of the Denver Metro Chamber of 
Commerce. 

With more than 30 years of economic devel-
opment experience at the state, regional, 
county and city level, Tom’s unique perspec-
tive and wealth of knowledge is unparalleled. 
Tom’s career spans four decades from Direc-
tor of Commercial and Industrial Development 
for the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs, through positions with the 
Fort Collins Chamber of Commerce, the 
Greater Denver Corporation, the Boulder 
Chamber of Commerce, the Jefferson Eco-
nomic Council, and the Denver Metro Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

Tom was the founder and first president of 
the Metro Denver Network, the Metro Denver 
region’s first economic development program, 
for which he received the Arthur D. Little 
Award for Excellence in Economic Develop-
ment. In 2012, Tom was recognized as the 
Denver Post’s Business Person of the Year as 
well as awarded the Denver Business Jour-
nal’s Power Book Award for Economic Devel-
opment and Government. He has also been 
recognized as one of the nation’s top eco-
nomic development professionals by the 
Council on Urban Economic Development. 

I extend my deepest appreciation for Tom 
and his dedication to our great state, and wish 
him the best of luck in retirement and future 
endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEORGE HOLDING 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, due to unfore-
seen travel delays, I missed the following 
votes on Tuesday, April 25, 2017: 

Roll Call Vote No. 222: H. Res. 187, Relat-
ing to efforts to respond to the famine in 
South. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘YEA″. 

Roll Call Vote No. 223: H.R. 876, the Avia-
tion Employee Screening and Security En-
hancement Act of 2017. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘YEA″. 
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HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE AND 

THE 69TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
STATE OF ISRAEL 

HON. SCOTT TAYLOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD on behalf of my constituent, Rabbi Dr. 
Israel Zoberman. Rabbi Zoberman is the 
Founding Rabbi of Congregation Beth 
Chaverim in Virginia Beach, Virginia. Born in 
Chu, Kazakhstan (USSR) in 1945, he is the 
son of Polish Holocaust Survivors. Rabbi 
Zoberman asked me to include the following 
remarks in the RECORD: 

We remember lest the world forgets or de-
nies the genocidal tragedy that befell the 
Jewish people at the hands of Nazi Germany 
and its collaborators of the greatest crime in 
human history. We dare not forget the six 
million innocent Jewish victims who were 
all begrudged their covenantal bond with 
Israel’s God of compassion, caring and love, 
ever prodding the human family to rise high-
er and higher. So much that is precious has 
been forever lost. Nazi ideology sought to 
eradicate Western civilization’s life affirm-
ing Judeo- Christian system. We remember 
the survivors whose numbers are now being 
naturally diminished, and their resilient 
spirit that allows them to rebuild their lives 
with the affirmation of life’s undying good-
ness and the human capacity to overcome 
evil. We remember the rescuers, those right-
eous gentiles, who risked their own lives and 
the lives of their loved ones to protect and 
save vulnerable Jewish lives. Last but not 
least, we remember the liberators and heroes 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice, fighting to 
preserve human dignity. 

My Jewish friend, Ed Shames, is one of the 
greatest of the Greatest Generation whose 
legendary legacy is captured in Airborne (the 
Combat Story of Ed Shames of Easy Com-
pany) by Ian Gardner. Edward David Shames 
was born on June 13, 1922, in Virginia Beach, 
when it was but a rural community. He was 
the youngest of the four children, of David 
and Sadie, who ran the ‘‘Shames Provisions’’ 
country store, with the family living above 
it. The father’s sudden death at age 42 and 
the Great Depression challenged the family. 
He grew up rowing and fishing in Chesapeake 
Bay, target practicing with his father’s pis-
tols and learning navigation when hiking 
with a gift of maps and a compass from his 
sacrificial mother. Shames went to great 
length to firmly train his third platoon. 
Though his strictness was resented by some, 
it did pay in saved lives. Not only did Ed 
hold the best record for saved lives among 
the Division’s 500 platoons, he also was the 
Division’s first to receive a battlefield com-
mission following D–Day. Furthermore, he 
was the first officer of his Division to enter 
Dachau a few days following its liberation 
and the horrors he faced are still with him 
today. The book’s sales proceeds admiringly 
go toward wounded warriors and their fami-
lies. I can personally attest to Col. Shames’ 
keen convictions, biting humor, and pro-
found humility of a soldier’s soldier and a 
hero’s hero. He was honored by the French 
Government and the legislature in Rich-
mond, Virginia. 

As we celebrate Israel’s 69th Anniversary, 
we look forward with lasting gratitude to 
the 50th Jubilee of the 1967 Six-Day-War mi-
raculous victory, and the reunification of Je-
rusalem, the Jewish people’s eternal capital. 
We recall the preceding gripping fear of an-
other Holocaust, this time by the sur-

rounding and menacing Arab states begrudg-
ing the triumphant survival of European 
Jewry’s remnant which includes my own 
family. At last, all of Jerusalem’s holy sites 
are safeguarded and respected. We pray for 
Shalom’s blessing of elusive peace to em-
brace Israelis and Palestinians with the lat-
ter finally accepting the exceptional return 
of an ancient people uprooted from its native 
land by the Roman sword’s power. For two 
trying millennia, Israelis, never abandoned 
its divine bond with Zion and Jerusalem, 
thus proving the superiority of the human 
soul’s power. 

We marvel at Israel’s world-class, aston-
ishing accomplishments and innovations in 
its brief and challenging years of renewed 
sovereignty, even as it faces existential 
threats from a nuclear capable seeking Iran, 
its proxies’, and the close presence of ISIS 
and Jihadist groups. The genocidal tragic 
Syrian scenario is entering its seventh year 
of massive human destruction and the great-
est refugee crisis since WWII. President 
Trump’s military response to the latest gas 
attack on the long abandoned Syrian civil-
ians including children, reminiscent of the 
Holocaust, is deeply appreciated. New oppor-
tunities have emerged for rapprochement be-
tween Israel and the Sunni Arab states. We 
bemoan the precipitous and alarming global 
rise of anti-Semitism, the world’s oldest ha-
tred that made the Holocaust possible. The 
threats within the United States against 
Jewish institutions, the desecration of Jew-
ish cemeteries and anti- Israel/Jewish activi-
ties in American schools make mockery of 
sacred memory, justice and truth, while ena-
bling aggressors to persist and delay peace. 

The United Nations, created in the wake of 
WWII and the Holocaust, has shamefully 
turned into a bastion of anti-Israel propa-
ganda as we praise Israel’s valiant defense as 
well as staunch opposition to the destructive 
BDS movement by American Ambassador 
Nikki Haley, a shining light in a house of 
darkness. The unique bond of genuine broth-
erhood with the United States, vital to both 
countries, is between the world’s leading de-
mocracy and the only democracy in the Mid-
dle East. The constructive role of American 
Jewry cannot be overstated. 

f 

HONORING THE CLAY COUNTY 
PARK RANGERS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I pause to thank and 
honor the Clay County Park Rangers for their 
efforts in serving Smithville following the 
March 6, 2017 tornado. 

The EF–2 rated tornado left a trail of de-
struction up to 1,000 feet wide and 18 miles 
long. In Smithville, over 60 houses were dam-
aged with several completely destroyed, re-
sulting in over 65 tons of debris. Miraculously, 
no injuries were sustained during the storm. 

After the storm, officers from the Clay Coun-
ty Park Rangers helped set up a perimeter, 
went door-to-door making sure residents were 
safe, and helped protect the neighborhood 
with a 24/7 presence in the days that followed. 
The effect of the rangers on the neighbor-
hoods affected by the tornado cannot be un-
derstated, whether through making the victims 
feel safe from scroungers or looters or by 
helping residents with their physical needs 
throughout the recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me and the 
community of Smithville in thanking Interim 
Park Security Manager John Davis and the 
rangers and staff of the Clay County Park 
Rangers for their service following the March 
6 tornado and wishing them God’s blessings 
and protection in the years to come. 

f 

PRAISING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES INVOLVED IN SOLV-
ING THE MURDER OF CHIEF 
DEPUTY CLINT GREENWOOD 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my deep appreciation and admiration to 
all of the Texas federal law enforcement offi-
cers who worked so diligently in getting to the 
bottom of the tragic and senseless murder of 
Harris County Precinct 3 Constable, Assistant 
Chief Deputy Greenwood. 

My hat goes off to the Baytown Police De-
partment, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), U.S. Marshals Service, Houston Police 
Department, Gulf Coast Violent Offenders 
Task Force, Texas Department of Public Safe-
ty (DPS), Texas Rangers, Harris County Sher-
iff’s Department, and Harris County District At-
torney. These men and women showed tre-
mendous determination and commitment in 
their efforts to find this evil perpetrator and de-
liver justice. While we continue to mourn the 
loss of another one of our brave Texas law 
enforcement officers, their hard work and tire-
less efforts have helped bring healing and clo-
sure to the family and the entire law enforce-
ment community. 

My prayers continue to be with the family of 
Assistant Chief Deputy Greenwood. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF EARTH FRIENDLY 
PRODUCTS 

HON. BRAD SHERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize the outstanding public service 
of the Vlahakis family on the occasion of the 
50th Anniversary of the founding of their fam-
ily’s company, Earth Friendly Products. The 
success story of the Vlahakis family is one of 
love, labor, and perseverance. This family 
owned and operated company began with the 
vision of Van Vlahakis, who immigrated to 
America from Greece with just $22 in his 
pocket. He spoke little English, yet he made 
something of himself, studying chemistry at 
Roosevelt University and founding the com-
pany out of his garage in 1967. 

Born out of Van’s own experience suffering 
the effects of exposure to harsh chemicals, 
Earth Friendly Products was a green company 
before being green was fashionable. 

The Vlahakis family’s commitment to sus-
tainability is evidenced by their decision to use 
safe ingredients, earning recognition as the 
2015 EPA Safer Choice Partner of the Year. 
Just last year, they opened a new Carbon 
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Neutral Platinum Zero Waste manufacturing 
center, demonstrating leadership in the cause 
of sound environmental stewardship. 

The Vlahakis’ dedication to a healthier and 
happier planet applies not just to their cor-
porate philosophy, but to their community. 
They have created good jobs and voluntarily 
implemented a $17 per hour company-wide 
minimum wage, one of the highest in the na-
tion. They also bring interactive educational 
programs directly to kids in schools, and host 
field trips at their facilities. 

Although Van Vlahakis passed away in 
2014, his legacy lives on under the leadership 
of his daughter and my friend, Kelly Vlahakis- 
Hanks. Kelly is a champion in the Greek- 
American community and she has been an in-
spiration to those in the green movement. 

Fifty years after Van Vlahakis had the fore-
sight to make products with safe ingredients 
and sustainable practices, much of America 
has caught up to his vision. We now expect 
the goods we purchase to be both effective 
and safe and we demand that companies not 
exploit the environment in pursuit of profits. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate Kelly 
Vlahakis-Hanks and Earth Friendly Products 
as they celebrate this momentous anniversary. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MARK MARINI 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Chief Warrant Officer 
Five (CW5) Mark S. Marini, Sr. for his dedi-
cated service to our Country, the United 
States Army, and the Connecticut National 
Guard. 

This week, Mr. Marini retires from the Con-
necticut Army National Guard after 42 years of 
uniformed service. For over four decades, Mr. 
Marini has served the State of Connecticut 
and our Country with the utmost dignity and 
respect, and it is my profound honor to recog-
nize him as he retires this Thursday from his 
position as the Command Chief Warrant Offi-
cer of the Connecticut Army National Guard. 

CW5 Marini’s accomplishments while serv-
ing at home and with his unit deployed into 
harm’s way are extensive-his full engagement, 
leadership and contributions have had a sig-
nificant and long lasting impact upon the nu-
merous formations that make up our Con-
necticut National Guard. His dedication to his 
country, the National Guard, and the men and 
women of the state is unparalleled. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to CW5 
Marini upon his retirement, and extend my ap-
preciation to him for enduring so much for so 
long on our behalf. 

f 

ISRAELI HOLOCAUST 
REMEMBRANCE DAY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, Israelis commemorated Holocaust Re-
membrance Day. Carrying out what they 

called their ‘‘final solution’’ to the ‘‘Jewish 
problem,’’ the Nazis gassed millions of Jews 
at Auschwitz, and then collected their corpses 
like waste to be burned in the camp. 

Mr. Speaker, this happened just 72 years 
ago, though many seem to forget. From the 
ashes of Auschwitz the Jewish people re-
turned to their ancient homeland and estab-
lished the sole democracy in the Middle East. 

Unfortunately, the Jewish people of Israel 
are again targets of elimination. Iran, 
Hezbollah, Hamas, and a growing list of oth-
ers have openly called to ‘‘eliminate’’ the Jew-
ish state and ‘‘wipe it off the map.’’ 

We must honor the memories of the 6 mil-
lion Jews murdered by the Nazis by vowing 
that Jews will never again stand alone before 
those seeking their extermination. The Amer-
ican people stand with Israel and with Jews 
everywhere remembering those that perished. 

We remember. And we vow: never again. 
And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING THE CLAY COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I pause to thank and 
honor the Clay County Sheriff’s Office for their 
efforts in serving Smithville following the 
March 6, 2017 tornado. 

The EF–2 rated tornado left a trail of de-
struction up to 1,000 feet wide and 18 miles 
long. In Smithville, over 60 houses were dam-
aged with several completely destroyed, re-
sulting in over 65 tons of debris. Miraculously, 
no injuries were sustained during the storm. 

After the storm, officers from the Clay Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office helped set up a perimeter, 
went door-to-door making sure residents were 
safe, and helped protect the neighborhood 
with a 24/7 presence in the days that followed. 
Their experience and training in emergency 
management was crucial as the city and resi-
dents began to put their lives back together. 
The effect of the Sheriff’s Office on the neigh-
borhoods affected by the tornado cannot be 
understated, whether through making the vic-
tims feel safe from scroungers or looters or by 
helping residents with their physical needs 
throughout the recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me and the 
community of Smithville in thanking Sheriff 
Paul Vescovo and the officers and staff of the 
Clay County Sheriff’s Office for their service 
following the March 6 tornado and wishing 
them God’s blessings and protection in the 
years to come. 

f 

A BOW TO A LAWYER WITH AP-
PEALING SKILLS—JOAN O’HARA 
JOINS VICE PRESIDENT PENCE’S 
‘RIGGEROUS’ NATIONAL SECU-
RITY CREW 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today out 
of gratitude for the service and friendship of 

Joan O’Hara—formerly my General Counsel 
for the House Homeland Security Com-
mittee—who now holds the post of Deputy Na-
tional Security Advisor to Vice President Mike 
Pence. 

Joan would tell you she owes her profes-
sional success not to the Halls of Congress 
but to the sculls and shells of crew. In fact, the 
first 15 years of Joan’s adult life were dedi-
cated to competitive rowing—not law or poli-
tics. She approached rowing as she has since 
approached any obstacle or opportunity in her 
life: with genuine curiosity and an undeterrable 
will for success. 

Joan took up rowing in her senior year at 
Loyola College in Maryland. Shortly thereafter, 
she won a national championship in the single 
scull competition and was part of a winning 
team in a quad scull. The former is a testa-
ment to Joan’s individual determination and 
perseverance, the latter—her leadership and 
teamwork. Both of these qualities have since 
expressed themselves explicitly in Joan’s polit-
ical career. 

After her own competitive career was over 
Joan coached rowing at the collegiate level. 
As a mentor to young women, she shared her 
personal experiences and insight to help oth-
ers better themselves. Joan taught that it is 
not just the strength of one’s back that contrib-
utes to rowing success but a cognizant aware-
ness of the route to the finish line and humble 
understanding of what it takes to get there; 
and that when there are multiple people in the 
scull, it is not about how well any one person 
rows but how well they row as one. 

This same mentality has guided her political 
career. In 2007, Joan noticed a political fervor 
at the grassroots level that she had never 
seen before. With her interest sparked, she 
decided to pursue a law degree and career in 
public service. Similarly to rowing, Joan ex-
celled at an impressive rate. She joined the 
Homeland Security Committee as a legal in-
tern and was hired on as a counsel—quickly 
ascending to General Counsel. 

In her tenure as my General Counsel, she 
was a trusted advisor and close confidant. 
She positioned herself at the forefront of the 
encryption debate by drafting legislation to 
create a national commission to provide rec-
ommendations balancing privacy and security. 
She also played an integral part in facilitating 
the first congressional agreement to reauthor-
ize the Department of Homeland Security. 

Joan’s insight, professionalism, and leader-
ship are missed as she departs this Com-
mittee. She will be an outstanding advisor to 
the Vice President, and I am excited to see 
what she makes of this new opportunity. It will 
be a pleasure to watch Joan as she once 
again embarks on a new adventure and ac-
cepts nothing less than excellence along her 
journey. 

f 

HONORING DOCUMENTED ORIGI-
NAL TUSKEGEE AIRMAN WAL-
TER K. ROBINSON, SR. 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
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in honoring the service of Documented Origi-
nal Tuskegee Airman (DOTA) Walter K. Rob-
inson, Sr. Tomorrow, I will welcome Mr. Rob-
inson and his family to my office to celebrate 
his extraordinary service. 

Walter K. Robinson, Sr. was born in Balti-
more, Maryland in 1920, the second son of Dr. 
John C. Robinson and Mrs. Clara Denning 
Robinson. In 1941, while attending Howard 
University in Washington, D.C., he volunteered 
for the Army Air Corps. He was sent to Camp 
Lee in Virginia, Keesler Field in Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi, and finally to Tuskegee Army Air 
Base in Tuskegee, Alabama. He began train-
ing at Tuskegee Institute for Basic Ground 
School, and after three months, continued in 
Pre-Flight, Primary, Basic, and Advanced 
Flight. During Primary Training, he had an ac-
cident in which he severed his Achilles tendon 
and was hospitalized for a year, enduring six 
operations and extensive physical therapy. 
When he was eventually able to return to full 
duty, he completed training, and while there, 
World War II ended. On November 8, 1945, 
Mr. Robinson returned to civilian life, a few 
years after marrying his high school sweet-
heart, Edmonia Bailey. 

After his honorable discharge from the mili-
tary, Mr. Robinson and his wife moved to 
Washington, D.C. in 1959. He worked for the 
U.S. Postal Service and retired after 35 years 
of service, rising through the ranks of the Post 
Office as Clerk, Station Manager and the sec-
ond black Manager of Delivery and Collection 
for D.C. The Robinsons had one son, Walter 
K. Robinson, Jr. Sadly, Mr. Robinson’s be-
loved wife, Edmonia Bailey Robinson, passed 
away in 2000, after 59 years of marriage. 
Today, Mr. Robinson still lives in Washington, 
D.C. and is a very active member of the East 
Coast Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen 
(ECCTAI, Inc.). Members of ECCTAI and the 
Tuskegee Airmen were well-deserving of the 
Congressional Gold Medal they collectively re-
ceived in March 2007. It is an honor to have 
a Tuskegee Airman still living in the District, 
and I very much look forward to meeting and 
welcoming him and his family to my office to-
morrow. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join me in 
honoring the service of Walter K. Robinson, 
Sr. and the extraordinary service and sacrifice 
also made by his brothers and sisters in World 
War II. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL AND TABITHA 
MARQUARDT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I honor my 
constituents, Michael and Tabitha Marquardt, 
on his upcoming retirement after more than 20 
years of service with the United States Navy. 

Michael’s tireless dedication to duty, profes-
sionalism and sacrifice touched the lives of 
countless people and challenged all with 
whom he worked to be the best. His numer-
ous commendations and awards, including the 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal, the Navy 
Good Conduct Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal and several others, are 

a testament to his courage, work ethic and 
character. His enduring legacy of service to 
our Nation truly is commendable. 

Michael would be the first to admit, how-
ever, that his service at home and around the 
world—to include the Persian Gulf and Mex-
ico—would have been impossible without the 
sacrifice and service of his wife, Tabitha. Like 
thousands of other military spouses, her 
strength and perseverance played a critical 
role in our Nation’s defense as she managed 
the family’s affairs at home, which allowed Mi-
chael to focus on critical missions before him. 
We owe an enormous debt of gratitude for the 
service of our military families. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late Michael and Tabitha Marquardt upon his 
retirement and for their family’s service to the 
United States of America. 

f 

HONORING MILITARY ENLISTEES 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor 67 high school seniors in 
Florida’s 21st District who have decided to en-
list in the United States Armed Forces. 

Of the 67 from my district, 25 have joined 
the Army; their names are the following: Amon 
King, Anne Kwarteng, Ola Selwyn-Dudoit, Ni-
cole Thornton, Alejandro Abrego, Jonathan 
Abresch, Jordan Amoedo, Lashawndra Bryant, 
Calvin Castro, Emilio Constante, Jordan 
Edwards, Kamron Flar, Jameal Hutchinson, 
Dexter Knowles, Jorge Lopez, Kamaal Mat-
thews, Skyler Podhurst, Widmania Registre, 
Aaron Rodriguez, Andrea Santana, Sameh 
Sedrak, Matthews Silva, Sabrina Silver, 
Greggory Westpfahl, and Nicholas Whittington. 

Twenty-seven have joined the Marines; their 
names are the following: Abbey Teitelbaum, 
Cherilyn Kranenberg, Kyran Russell, Erik 
Bruce, Daniel Mass, Cesar Bermudez, Ray 
Smith, Steele Holman, Ethan Brake, Climineda 
Charles, Clayton Shellard, Jake Sollecito, Mi-
chael Mero, Kaudriel Valce, Bernardo Rodri-
guez-Tomas, Manuel Reyes, Joel Pena, Ray-
mond Findieson, Jaheym Hendrickson, Thai 
Tran, Jeremiah Brown, Lazaro Figuero, 
Kristiana Lombardi, Greson Ramos-Artiga, Ian 
Sorenson, Anthony Torres, and Jacob Smith- 
Mullaly. 

Two have joined the National Guard; their 
names are the following: Shelby Cochrane 
and Emilie Ortiz. 

Eight have joined the Navy; their names are 
the following: Jasmaine Oliver, Edwin Velaz-
quez, Maxwell Mulford, Benjamin Johnson Jr., 
Myles Jackson, Kenny Zamor, Richneider 
Blaise, and Marjorie Galvez. 

Five have joined the Air Force; their names 
are the following: Dylan Delmastro, Anthony 
Camposeco, Roland Kupoluyi, Eric Reid, and 
Brian Blickle. 

It is in thanks to the dedication of patriots 
like these that we are able to meet here today, 
in the United States House of Representa-
tives, and openly debate the best solutions to 
the diverse issues that confront our country. 

On behalf of myself and all of my constituents 
in Florida’s 21st District, we thank them for 
their service, and wish them best of luck as 
they pursue this challenging endeavor. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
JEFFERSON COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE PRESIDENT CAROLE A. 
MCCOY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a remarkable woman who has shown 
strong dedication to serving New York’s 21st 
District. 

Carole McCoy first came to Watertown, New 
York, in January 2007, when she was ap-
pointed as the fifth president of Jefferson 
Community College. During her ten years of 
service, Ms. McCoy has continually dem-
onstrated her commitment to the students of 
the North Country. Under her leadership, the 
college saw the construction of a Collaborative 
Learning Center for the purpose of fostering 
academic curiosity and encouraging coopera-
tion among students. Additionally, since 2007, 
enrollment at Jefferson Community College 
has increased by nearly 21 percent, seven 
times the typical growth rate at community col-
leges across New York State. 

Ms. McCoy also received the 2016 ATHENA 
Award, which celebrates remarkable women 
as valued members and leaders of the com-
munity. She was recognized for professional 
excellence, providing valuable services to her 
community, and for supporting women to real-
ize their potential. 

In the 21st District of New York, we are 
proud of Carole McCoy’s commitment to serv-
ice and academia, and we honor the legacy 
she will leave at Jefferson Community Col-
lege. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for roll 
call votes 222 and 223 Tuesday, April 25, 
2017. Had I been present, I would have voted 
Yea on both. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
on Tuesday, April 25, 2017, I was not present 
for roll call vote 223. If I had been present for 
this vote, I would have voted: Yea on roll call 
vote 223. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE 

AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF JUSTICE 
MICHAEL J. EAGEN 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Michael J. Eagen, former Chief 
Justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
whose life will be commemorated by the 
Lackawanna County Historical Society with a 
History Marker. A shrewd legal mind, Eagen 
was a celebrated force for change in the 
Pennsylvania justice system before his retire-
ment in 1980. 

Michael J. Eagen was born on May 9, 1907 
and grew up in Jermyn, Pennsylvania. In 
1927, Eagen graduated from St. Thomas Col-
lege, today the University of Scranton. Eagen 
then enrolled at Harvard Law School. After 
one semester, he returned to Northeast Penn-
sylvania following the loss of a family busi-
ness. Eagen later enrolled in a law course in 
Philadelphia and passed the bar exam to start 
practicing law. 

Eagen then set his sights on elected office 
and public service, beginning his illustrious ju-
dicial career. In 1933, at the age of 26, he 
was elected the youngest District Attorney in 
Lackawanna County. After two terms as DA, 
he became the youngest judge in Lackawanna 
County history at 34 years old. While on the 
bench, Eagen was outspoken against corrup-
tion, notably criticizing city police and Assist-
ant City Solicitor Joseph V. Phillips in a 1943 
case when a defendant claimed he was de-
nied his right to testify. 

In 1959, Eagen joined the Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court. In 1977, Eagen was named the 
Court’s 38th Chief Justice. In his years on the 
Supreme Court, Eagen ordered a number of 
reforms to improve Pennsylvania’s judicial sys-
tem. Under his deft leadership, the Court was 
expanded, delays in resolving civil lawsuits 
were rectified and streamlined, and a system 
of accountability for judges was instituted re-
quiring them to submit a monthly report on the 
status of their assigned cases. 

After an impressive 21-year career on Penn-
sylvania’s highest court, Chief Justice Eagen 
retired from the bench in 1980. Eagen passed 
away in 1987 at 80 years of age, leaving be-
hind an impressive legacy and a reformed 
Pennsylvania judicial system. It is an honor to 
recognize his many contributions to Pennsyl-
vania. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 222 and 223. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on both. 

RECOGNIZING ADAM BLANKS 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Adam Blanks for his hard work and 
dedication to the people of Colorado’s Fourth 
District as an intern in my Washington, D.C. 
office for the Spring of 2017. 

The work of this young man has been ex-
emplary, and I know he has a bright future. He 
served as a tour guide, interacted with con-
stituents, and learned a great deal about our 
nation’s legislative process. I was glad to be 
able to offer this educational opportunity, and 
look forward to seeing him build his career in 
public service. 

Adam plans to continue pursuing his degree 
at the end of this internship. I wish him the 
best as he pursues his career path. Mr. 
Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Adam 
Blanks for his service the last several months 
to the people of Colorado’s 4th district. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I missed Roll 
Call Vote 222 (H. Res. 187) and 223 (H.R. 
876). Had I been present, I would have voted 
YES on both. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NOLAN HENDERSON 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Nolan Henderson, a true American 
hero and pillar of our community, who passed 
away earlier this month. 

Henderson was born and raised in Glenford, 
Ohio in Perry County. Soon after his gradua-
tion from Glenford High School, where he was 
part of the 1941 State Championship basket-
ball team, he made the decision to join the 
Army. 

In the Army, Henderson served with the 
101st Airborne ‘‘Screaming Eagles’’ Division 
as a paratrooper in the 907th Field Glider Artil-
lery Battalion. He fought in the Normandy in-
vasion on D-Day, and was awarded the 
Bronze Star, Distinguished Unit badge with 4 
bronze stars, and the WWII Victory Medal. His 
Battalion would go on to become the most 
decorated Army division of WWII. 

After returning home, Henderson began a 
long career of serving the Glenford commu-
nity. He served nearly 40 years as the Mayor 
of Glenford and 35 years as a rural carrier for 
the U.S. Postal Service. He was an active 
member of multiple community organizations, 
touching nearly every aspect of the commu-
nity. This included time on the Northern Local 
School Board, the Glenford Lions Club, and 
the Shelly Park Board. He even served with 
the Hopewell Volunteer Fire Department. 

Throughout his life, there is no doubt of the 
impact he has had on our community and our 
nation. Thank you Nolan Henderson. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 222. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF UPLIFT FAMILY SERV-
ICES 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and commend Uplift Family Serv-
ices, the oldest charitable institution in Santa 
Clara County. Uplift Family Services, pre-
viously known as EMQFF, is a non-profit be-
havioral health organization for children and 
families and will celebrate its 150th anniver-
sary this year. Today, Uplift Family Services is 
one of the largest family centered treatment 
programs in all of California; they serve 
20,000 children in 30 different countries. 

Uplift Family Services, founded in 1867, 
evolved from an orphanage and Chinese res-
cue mission to California’s largest, most com-
prehensive provider of behavioral health serv-
ices for children and families. In fact, in 1994, 
Uplift Family Services became the first agency 
in California to launch an innovative program 
called Wraparound. That program, which deliv-
ers mental health and trauma related services 
to children and families, is now mandated in 
every county in the State of California. Uplift 
Family Services and its directors have played 
a vital role in generating community aware-
ness, and facilitating engagement for the com-
munities they serve. In so doing, they assist 
individuals realize their hopes for behavioral 
health and emotional well-being. 

Uplift Family Services’ three-part Crisis Con-
tinuum of Services serve an average of 200 
youth per month and successfully divert 70 
percent of the youth from hospitalization. In 
addition, Uplift Family Services provide Foster 
Care and Adoption Services to 26 counties in 
California. Uplift Family Services was awarded 
the 2016 Agency Community Hero Award by 
the Santa Clara County Behavioral Health 
Board. Since its inception, Uplift Family Serv-
ices has helped children and adolescents with 
complex behavioral challenges recover from 
trauma, cope with mental health disabilities, 
and lead happier and fuller lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Uplift Family Services, for its 150 
years of service and advocacy to children and 
families in Santa Clara County. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 85TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF HORIZON BLUE 
CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF NEW 
JERSEY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of New Jersey as it celebrates its 85th anni-
versary this year. Since its founding, Horizon 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey has 
provided quality, accessible insurance to its 
customers. Its commitment to the service and 
benefit of its policyholders is truly deserving of 
this body’s recognition. 

The oldest and largest health insurer in New 
Jersey, Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
New Jersey (Horizon) was established in 1932 
as the Associated Hospitals of Essex County, 
Inc. and today serves more than 3.8 million 
residents. It is also New Jersey’s largest Med-
icaid insurer, covering 841,000 patients. Addi-
tionally, Horizon provides a substantial impact 
on the economic growth of New Jersey as well 
as thousands of employment opportunities to 
New Jersey residents. 

Horizon strives to fulfill its mission of im-
proving the well-being of its members and the 
overall health care industry through a com-
prehensive approach to medical care. In addi-
tion to its medical, dental and prescription in-
surance coverage, Horizon offers patient sup-
port programs, case management, around-the- 
clock medical advice and lifestyle wellness re-
sources. 

Supporting local community organizations 
through the Horizon Foundation for New Jer-
sey, Horizon aims to improve the health of in-
dividuals across New Jersey. Since its incep-
tion in 2004, the Horizon Foundation for New 
Jersey has given $47.8 million in grants to 
various organizations, including the YMCA and 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of New Jersey. Hori-
zon’s employee Horizon Cares program also 
provides hands-on volunteer assistance to 
neighborhoods across the state. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope my colleagues 
will join me in celebrating the 85th anniversary 
of Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jer-
sey. The company continues to uphold its mis-
sion to providing outstanding services to its 
customers and New Jersey’s communities. 

f 

U.S. WANTS TO COMPETE FOR A 
WORLD EXPO ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of the U.S. Wants to Com-
pete for a World Expo Act (H.R. 534). 

World Expos are gatherings of millions of 
people from around the globe exploring ideas, 
innovation and international understanding. A 
World Expo is a six month long event that 
highlights the very best that the host city and 
nation has to offer in science, technology, in-
novation, and culture. It is no wonder that 
states and cities across the United States are 

interested in competing on the global stage 
and hosting a World Expo. A city that hosts a 
World Expo instantly becomes a global des-
tination. 

My home state of Minnesota is competing 
against Buenos Aires, Argentina and Lodz, 
Poland to host the 2023 World Expo. Min-
nesota’s bid intends to focus on health innova-
tion based on the theme ‘‘Wellness and Well- 
Being for All.’’ Minnesota’s healthcare industry 
is advanced, global, and innovative—and it 
deserves the spotlight. Hosting the World 
Expo in 2023 would be a remarkable event for 
the people of my state. 

Unfortunately, an American state or city 
competing to host a World Expo is currently at 
an almost insurmountable disadvantage be-
cause the United States is not a member of 
the Bureau of International Expositions (BIE)— 
the governing body for World Expos. Unless 
Congress affirmatively authorizes the State 
Department to rejoin the BIE, from which the 
United States withdrew almost two decades 
ago, it is unlikely that Minnesota or any other 
state or city will be awarded a World Expo. 

The U.S. Wants to Compete for a World 
Expo Act is a bipartisan effort that levels the 
playing field. It authorizes the Secretary of 
State to take the steps to rejoin the BIE imme-
diately. By ending this harmful self-imposed 
isolation from the BIE, the United States will 
once again be in a position to host a World 
Expo and showcase the innovation, culture, 
and beauty of our great nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 534, legislation that lets our country 
compete for the many benefits provided by 
hosting a World Expo. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS KIBLER OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I honor my 
constituent, Thomas Kibler, for his retirement 
after 26 years in local law enforcement. 

Mr. Kibler has served as a patrol officer 
and/or a criminal investigator with the Northern 
York County Regional Police, the North Mid-
dleton Township Police and finally with the 
Carroll Township Police. Mr. Kibler has earned 
numerous commendations and awards for his 
police work and also served our Nation honor-
ably in the United States Army Reserve. He’ll 
continue to serve our fellow citizens in a new 
role with the Pennsylvania Capitol Police. 

Mr. Kibler’s tireless dedication, profes-
sionalism and sacrifice touched the lives of 
countless people and challenged all with 
whom he served to be the best. His legacy of 
service to our community truly is admirable. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late Thomas Kibler on his retirement from 
local law enforcement and wish him Godspeed 
in his future adventures. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA FEDERAL OFFI-
CIALS RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT 
EQUALITY ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Federal Officials 
Residency Requirement Equality Act, a bill 
that would amend federal law to require cer-
tain federal officials who serve the District of 
Columbia to actually live within its boundaries. 
In nearly every other jurisdiction in the United 
States, federal district court judges, U.S. Attor-
neys, and U.S. Marshals are required by fed-
eral law to reside within the jurisdictions where 
they have been appointed—but these same 
officials appointed to serve the people of the 
District are not bound by these same require-
ments. Even in the territories that have such 
officials, the officials must live in those dis-
tricts, other than the U.S. Attorney and U.S. 
Marshal appointed for the Northern Mariana 
Islands who at the same time are serving in 
the same capacity in another district. The only 
other exceptions exist for such officials ap-
pointed to the Southern District of New York 
and the Eastern District of New York, which 
are the only districts that serve different parts 
of the same city. My bill would put D.C. on 
equal footing with almost every other jurisdic-
tion by ensuring that our Marshals, judges, 
and U.S. Attorney live among the residents 
they have been appointed to represent. 

Clearly, the idea that these federal officials 
ought to live in the jurisdictions they serve is 
a significant one—which is why the residency 
requirement for other jurisdictions is enshrined 
in federal law. Yet, D.C. was exempt from this 
requirement based on the now-outdated notion 
that the District is too congested and small to 
house these appointed officials. The District is 
a vibrant and bustling city with a diverse popu-
lace who deserve direct engagement on the 
part of its federal judges, U.S. attorney, and 
Marshals. My bill recognizes the fact that D.C. 
deserves the same type of community involve-
ment by these federal officials as nearly every 
jurisdiction. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

AVIATION EMPLOYEE SCREENING 
AND SECURITY ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 25, 2017 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the cost estimate from the Congres-
sional Budget Office regarding H.R. 876. The 
cost estimate was not available at the time of 
the filing of the Committee report. 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 
U.S. CONGRESS, 

Washington, DC, April 26, 2017. 
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional 
Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:27 Apr 27, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A26AP8.014 E26APPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E545 April 26, 2017 
estimate for H.R. 876, the Aviation Employee 
Screening and Security Enhancement Act of 
2017. 

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them. 
The CBO staff contact is Megan Carroll. 

Sincerely, 
KEITH HALL, Director. 

Enclosure. 
H.R. 876—AVIATION EMPLOYEE SCREENING AND 

SECURITY ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2017 
As ordered reported by the House Committee 

on Homeland Security on March 8, 2017 
SUMMARY 

H.R. 876 would direct the Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) to pursue a 
variety of activities aimed at improving 

aviation security, particularly by enhancing 
vetting and screening of aviation workers 
and controlling their access to secure areas 
of airports. Based on an analysis of informa-
tion from TSA, CBO estimates that imple-
menting H.R. 876 would cost $41 million over 
the 2017–2022 period, assuming appropriation 
of the necessary amounts. 

Enacting the bill would not affect direct 
spending or revenues; therefore, pay-as-you- 
go procedures do not apply. CBO estimates 
that enacting H.R. 876 would not increase net 
direct spending or on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year periods begin-
ning in 2028. 

H.R. 876 would impose intergovernmental 
and private-sector mandates as defined in 

the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act (UMRA) 
on airport operators and air carriers. Based 
on information from the TSA and airport of-
ficials, CBO estimates that the total costs of 
the mandates on public and private entities 
would fall well below the annual thresholds 
established in UMRA for intergovernmental 
and private-sector mandates ($78 million and 
$156 million in fiscal year 2017, respectively, 
adjusted annually for inflation). 

ESTIMATED COST TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

The estimated budgetary effect of H.R. 876 
is shown in the following table. The costs of 
this legislation fall within budget function 
400 (transportation). 

By fiscal year, in millions of dollars— 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2017– 
2022 

INCREASES IN SPENDING SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATION 
Estimated Authorization Level .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 0 15 7 7 7 7 43 
Estimated Outlays .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 11 8 8 7 7 41 

BASIS OF ESTIMATE 
For this estimate, CBO assumes that the 

legislation will be enacted near the end of 
2017, that the necessary amount will be ap-
propriated each year, and that outlays will 
follow historical spending patterns. 

H.R. 876 would require TSA to identify, in 
collaboration with airport operators and the 
TSA’s Aviation Security Advisory Com-
mittee (ASAC), advanced technologies—par-
ticularly biometric identification tech-
nologies—for entrances and exits used by 
employees to access secure areas of airports. 
Under the bill, TSA could pursue a qualified 
products list (QPL) of such technologies, 
which would require several full time staff 
and ongoing collaborative efforts to develop 
and implement systems to test the full spec-
trum of commercially available technologies 
and recommend products manufactured by 
specific vendors. Because the bill would not 
require TSA to develop an official QPL, CBO 
expects that the agency would fulfill the 
bill’s requirement by identifying broad types 
or categories of technologies that would 
serve airports’ security needs. That effort 
would still involve several staff to assess ex-
isting and emerging technologies, on an on-
going basis, in collaboration with airport op-
erators and the ASAC. Based on an analysis 
of information provided by the TSA about 
the cost of similar efforts, CBO estimates the 
agency would spend between $4 million and 
$5 million annually—or $23 million over the 
2017–2022 period—to implement this provi-
sion. 

CBO estimates that implementing other 
provisions of H.R. 876 would cost $18 million 
over the 2017–2022 period. That amount in-
cludes $2 million annually for increased cov-
ert testing of employee screening at certain 
airports—an increase of roughly 10 percent 
over existing funding levels. The remaining 
$8 million would be for a one-time study of 
measures used to secure entrances and exits 
used by employees to access the secure areas 
of airports. That estimate is based on the 
historical costs of similar efforts. 

PAY-AS-YOU-GO CONSIDERATIONS 
None. 

INCREASE IN LONG-TERM DIRECT SPENDING AND 
DEFICITS 

CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 876 
would not increase net direct spending or on- 
budget deficits in any of the four consecutive 
10-year periods beginning in 2028. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE-SECTOR 
IMPACT 

H.R. 876 would impose intergovernmental 
and private-sector mandates as defined in 

UMRA. The bill would require airport opera-
tors and air carriers to provide information 
to TSA about individuals who have had their 
security credentials revoked. Additionally, 
the bill would require airport operators to 
notify applicants for security credentials 
about screening procedures and to submit 
applicants’ social security numbers to TSA. 
Those provisions would impose an intergov-
ernmental mandate on airport operators and 
a private-sector mandate on airport opera-
tors and air carriers. Based on information 
from the TSA and airport officials, CBO ex-
pects that affected entities would probably 
report information to TSA electronically 
and estimates that the costs to submit that 
information would be small. In total, CBO 
estimates that the costs on public and pri-
vate entities would fall well below the an-
nual thresholds established in UMRA for 
intergovernmental and private-sector man-
dates ($78 million and $156 million in fiscal 
year 2017, respectively, adjusted annually for 
inflation). 

ESTIMATE PREPARED BY 
Federal Costs: Megan Carroll; Impact on 

State, Local, and Tribal Governments: Jon 
Sperl; Impact on the Private Sector: Amy 
Petz. 

ESTIMATE APPROVED BY 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Di-

rector for Budget Analysis. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING 
THE BIRTHDAY OF BENJAMIN 
‘‘BEN’’ MORRIS OF WESTMORE-
LAND COUNTY, VA 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate the 90th birthday of 
Benjamin ‘‘Ben’’ Morris of Westmoreland 
County, VA. 

Born on May 6, 1927, Ben would attend 
grade school at Oak Grove School for first 
through eleventh grade. Upon graduating in 
1945, Ben enlisted in the United States Navy 
to serve in World War II. 

By the time Ben completed boot camp in 
Maryland, the war had ended but the mission 
to evade Japan was still to take place. He 
journeyed to California to board a troop ship 

that would travel to the Marshall Islands where 
he would board the USS Prairie. The USS 
Prairie traveled the seas of the Pacific, stop-
ping at many islands, until it reached Tokyo, 
Japan. Ben recalls being amazed at the de-
struction of the city from the bombing that had 
occurred. After his naval tour of 15 months, he 
returned to his home in Montross, VA to begin 
working with his father at L.A. Clark Company, 
producing railroad ties. 

In 1950, Ben and his older brother built a 
lumber mill. He was married that year and him 
and his wife would have three boys and a 
daughter together. In 1951, Northern Neck 
Lumber, Inc. opened for business in Warsaw, 
VA. After his brother’s death, Ben continued to 
run the business as President until 1995 when 
he retired. Ben’s two sons continue to run the 
business today. 

Ben served on the Board of The Bank of 
Montross for 34 years until it was sold. Ben is 
a member of St. James Episcopal Church 
where he has served on the Vestry several 
times. 

Ben has enjoyed the pleasures of the North-
ern Neck: golfing, fishing, boating, and hunt-
ing. He is proud of his three children from his 
first marriage who have blessed him with nine 
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 
Ben and his current wife of 33 years live in 
Montross, and her two children and five grand-
children have been part of an ever growing 
family. 

Mr. Speaker, I have had the pleasure of 
knowing Ben for many years and am honored 
to recognize him and to celebrate his 90th 
birthday. On behalf the millions of Americans 
that he has selflessly served through his mili-
tary service and service to his community, I 
thank him and wish him the happiest of birth-
days. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COACH KEN SPARKS 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
many Tennesseans care about the Three 
‘‘F’s’’ in life: Faith, Family, and Football. 

One outstanding Tennessean in particular, 
Coach Ken Sparks, incorporated his love for 
all three of these into his amazing life. 
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Ken Sparks devoted his life to his alma 

mater, Carson Newman University, as an in-
spirational coach for almost 40 years. 

While his record setting list of wins and ac-
complishments with his football teams might 
give someone else a big ego, Coach Sparks 
always kept the focus on someone else. 

I had the honor of celebrating his impact on 
my district, thousands of student athletes, and 
other coaches just a few months ago at his re-
tirement ceremony. 

Coach Sparks spoke of success, wins, and 
achievements, but he did it while giving all the 
credit to the Lord. He spoke of his grateful-
ness to God through his amazing life experi-
ences. 

The life that Ken lived was one that was de-
voted to building up the success of others 
while remaining humble through each level of 
success he achieved himself. He had an 
amazing ability to connect with players in a 
way that gave them purpose on and off the 
field. 

The love he had for his faith, family, and 
football were given deeper meaning with the 
devotion he had to his wife Carol, and their 
four children and 14 grandchildren. 

Even though he was diagnosed with cancer 
five years ago, he continued to work hard to 
bring glory to God. 

Although Tennesseans are greatly sad-
dened by his loss, we should reflect on his life 
and the legacy he left behind. 

I encourage all my Colleagues and others to 
celebrate the amazing life of Coach Sparks. 

I would also like to call attention to the arti-
cle that appeared in the Knoxville News Sen-
tinel on March 31, 2017, entitled ‘‘Ken Sparks, 
A Life Well Lived’’. 
NEWS SENTINEL EDITORIAL BOARD, PUBLISHED 

MARCH 31, 2017 

A wave of sadness washed over East Ten-
nessee on Wednesday with the word that Car-
son-Newman University football icon Ken 
Sparks had succumbed to cancer. 

Carson-Newman and Sparks were insepa-
rable, venerable institutions. 

He had dedicated nearly four decades to 
shaping young men’s lives who played foot-
ball for the university. That was more im-
portant to him than any of the champion-
ships, the trophies, the accolades, the num-
bers. 

‘‘I’m grateful to be part of a profession 
where you can teach about life while you’re 
teaching blocking and tackling,’’ Sparks 
said in 2010 when he was honored with the 
Robert R. Neyland Trophy. ‘‘The Lord has 
blessed me. 

‘‘I hope that through things like this I can 
honor the Lord and that it has more meaning 
than what’s on the scoreboard at the end of 
the field.’’ 

Sparks, 73, a Knoxville native, retired after 
the 2016 season after courageously battling 
through his cancer diagnosis in 2012. 

Polite, warm, always smiling, Sparks 
coached 37 seasons, recorded 338 wins, made 
25 playoff trips, won 21 South Atlantic Con-
ference titles and 5 national titles for the 
university where he graduated in 1967. He 
coached in the National Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics and the National Colle-
giate Athletics Association Division II as 
well as at several high schools before return-
ing to Carson-Newman in 1980. 

In addition to the Neyland Trophy, Sparks 
has been honored with the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Sparks was elected president of the 
American Football Coaches Association in 
2007. In 2002 he received the All-American 

Football Foundation’s Johnny Vaught Life-
time Achievement Award. 

Sparks earned NAIA coach of the year hon-
ors in 1984 and was voted SAC coach of the 
year 12 times. 

A forgiving man, he gave troubled players 
who had lost their way at other institutions 
a second chance. 

‘‘You’re going to have influence, whether 
you like it or not,’’ Sparks said last Novem-
ber when he retired. ‘‘Everyone of us is an 
example of something. We can talk all we 
want to, but our walk is what tells people 
who we are. 

‘‘The Lord has put us in a position where 
we’ve been able to have an audience of play-
ers and people that want to know the mes-
sage. That’s what I hope I’ve been true to, 
the Lord’s message.’’ 

When Sparks announced his retirement, 
Carson-Newman athletics director Allen 
Morgan called it a sad day. 

‘‘It’s a day we honor Ken and the legacy he 
is leaving for how he has touched young 
men’s lives in a way far greater than wins on 
a football field. 

‘‘He has molded boys to become Christian 
young men, husbands and community lead-
ers where they too can give back. So today, 
it’s Ken Sparks’ day. The entire Carson-New-
man community gives thanks for what he 
has done not only for Carson-Newman but for 
the greater good of mankind.’’ 

f 

HONORING MARLENE ‘‘MARTI’’ 
HOLLENBACK 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life of Marlene ‘‘Marti’’ 
Hollenback, a resident of Spokane and owner 
of Dishman Dodge, a local car dealership. 
Marti passed away at the age of 74 on April 
15 after a short illness. 

Marti’s influence in the Spokane community 
extends well beyond the car dealership family. 
She started her career as a registered nurse, 
spending 25 years working as the head nurse 
in pediatrics at Valley Hospital and ultimately 
the director of community programs for Empire 
Health Systems. In 1995, her father convinced 
her to join the family business at Dishman 
Dodge, where she was initially the general 
manager. Marti was passionate about the 
dealership, knew every employee by name, 
and made a point of attending employee rec-
ognition events. 

Marti also served on numerous community 
boards over the years, including Red Cross, 
Children’s Home Society, Spokane Valley 
Community Center, Vanessa Behan Crisis 
Nursery and other business organizations. 
She was honored on several occasions and 
was a recipient of the Everyday Heart Award 
from Kiwanis in 2003. Her giving spirit was not 
only extended to these community boards, but 
also through philanthropic donations both per-
sonally and on behalf of the dealership, includ-
ing a donated van to the Meals on Wheels 
program. 

Marti is survived by her four children and 
numerous grandchildren. She surely will be 
missed by them and the Spokane Community. 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JAY 
DICKEY 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues 
today to honor the life and legacy of one of 
Arkansas’s great leaders—Congressman Jay 
Dickey, who passed away last week after a 
battle with Parkinson’s disease at the age of 
77. 

Jay represented the 4th District of Arkansas 
after becoming the first-ever Republican to 
hold the seat. 

He was a great public servant who made 
many contributions to Arkansas and our Na-
tion as a whole. 

I have always admired his irrepressible en-
thusiasm for lower Arkansas and his dedica-
tion to his constituents. 

We are all fortunate to have had someone 
with such a strong character be a leader for 
our state. 

Jay leaves behind a legacy of warmth and 
passion, and his contributions to the Natural 
State will continue to live on for generations to 
come. 

I extend my respect, affection and prayers 
to his family and loved ones. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE TRINITY 
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY OF CAPE 
COD 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 50th Anniversary of the Trinity 
Christian Academy of Cape Cod in Hyannis, 
Massachusetts. 

Originally established in January 1967 as 
the Trinity School of Cape Cod by a group of 
four ministers and three laymen, the Trinity 
Christian Academy of Cape Cod was created 
as a nonprofit independent school without af-
filiation to any church or denomination. The 
school was established for the purpose of pro-
viding a strong academic education centered 
in historic Christianity and founded on the 
basic tenets of the Bible. 

Trinity first opened its doors with a pre- 
school and kindergarten program in South 
Yarmouth using two buildings owned by the 
Evangelical Baptist Church. Since then, the 
school has moved to a new campus located 
on Mary Dunn Road in Barnstable. It has ex-
panded to teach students all the way through 
high school, preparing them for higher edu-
cation. Their current enrollment is 164 stu-
dents, of which 53 percent receive some level 
of financial aid. Further proving their dedica-
tion to academic excellence, 100 percent of 
Trinity Christian Academy of Cape Cod grad-
uates are accepted into their college of choice. 

In addition to a strong academic program, 
the Trinity Christian Academy of Cape Cod’s 
high school leadership development program 
guides their students to embrace the message 
of Christ in their daily lives and to go on and 
become influential and compassionate lead-
ers. This program provides ample opportunity 
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for students to reach out and serve those who 
are marginalized in their community resulting 
in empathetic leadership skills. Trinity students 
actively mentor elementary students at local 
public schools and have partnered with local 
daycares which service lower income families, 
providing Christmas gifts, activities, and story 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate the Trin-
ity Christian Academy of Cape Cod on its 50th 
Anniversary. I ask that my colleagues join me 
in honoring the school’s five decades of serv-
ice and commitment to academic excellence 
and I look forward to seeing all that they are 
able to accomplish in the next 50 years. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF BERGMANN’S 
CLEANING 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to use this time to recognize a local busi-
ness on its 100th year in operation. 
Bergmann’s Cleaning, whose main plant is lo-
cated in Virginia’s 10th District in Sterling, Vir-
ginia, provides a variety of cleaning services 
and is one of the oldest family-operated busi-
nesses in our region. Now managed by fourth 
generation family members, Bergmann’s 
Cleaning is truly a staple in our community 
and region, and I commend the Bergmann 
family on their exemplary business practices 
and ability to adapt and grow throughout the 
years. 

In 1917, W.C. Bergmann decided to supple-
ment his income as a lamplighter in Wash-
ington, D.C. by starting a small laundry serv-
ice, where he, with his horse drawn truck, 
would pick up the clothes of his customers, 
clean and press them, and then deliver them 
back to their homes. His services quickly 
gained recognition, and with the help of his 
sons, he opened the first Bergmann’s Clean-
ing store within a year of starting the horse 
drawn truck business. The number of inner 
city stores increased, but many people were 
moving out to the suburbs of Washington, 
D.C. and also required new services. Accord-
ingly, Bergmann’s Cleaning not only continued 
their convenient and free pick-up and delivery 
service, which garnered thousands of new 
customers in the D.C. suburbs, but also ex-
panded its cleaning offerings to include cloth-
ing, rugs, draperies, linens and more. 

Today, Bergmann’s Cleaning’s day-to-day 
operations are managed by E. Peter 
Bergmann, the President, and Larry M. 
Bergmann Jr., the Vice President of Sales and 
Operations. Under their leadership, the com-
pany has 20 efficient delivery and pick-up 
routes, ranging from Reston, Virginia, to Co-
lumbia, Maryland, and has a staff of 125 peo-
ple, many of whom are constituents of Vir-
ginia’s 10th District. In addition to the success-
ful door-to-door service, Bergmann’s Cleaners 
serves more than 25 hotels in our region, uses 
ecofriendly and biodegradable cleaning prod-
ucts, and is responsible for the most success-
ful annual coat drive in the nation. In fact now 
in its 17th year, the annual ‘‘Share the 
Warmth, Coats for Kids and the Needy’’ drive 
has delivered nearly 500,000 coats to those 
less fortunate. 

In today’s society, family owned businesses 
are essential to the future of our nation. It is 
families, like the Bergmanns, who help foster 
strong local economies by establishing suc-
cessful business practices that can be carried 
out for multiple generations. While the serv-
ices provided have changed and expanded 
over the years, the entrepreneurial attitude of 
the Bergmann family and common goal of 
serving their community has remained the 
same. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding Bergmann’s Cleaning for its 
dedication to serving our community for 100 
years. I wish E. Peter Bergmann, Larry M. 
Bergmann, Jr., and the entire company the 
best in their future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HON. NELSON 
JAEGER BECKER 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a prominent Hoosier leader and my 
close friend, Mr. Nelson Jaeger Becker, who 
passed away on April 7, 2017 surrounded by 
his loving family. 

Nelson was born in Logansport, Indiana on 
September 16, 1940. He graduated from Lo-
gansport High School, received his Bachelor 
of Business Administration from Tulane Uni-
versity, and his Doctor of Jurisprudence from 
Tulane University Law School. He also grad-
uated from the Culver Summer Naval School 
and served in the United States Air Force as 
a JAG officer where he attained the rank of 
captain. 

Nelson was passionate about the law, the 
legislative process, serving the community, 
and politics. He practiced law in Logansport 
from 1968 up until his passing. He dutifully 
served the residents of Carroll and Cass 
Counties as their State Representative for 
over a decade in the Indiana House of Rep-
resentatives. During that time, he served as 
Majority Whip and Speaker Pro Tempore. Nel-
son continued to serve the state legislature as 
a government affairs professional for several 
industries providing the part-time legislators 
with facts to help them make decisions on pol-
icy issues facing the General Assembly. Nel-
son’s service to the great State of Indiana did 
not go unnoticed. He was a recipient of Indi-
ana’s highest civilian award, The Sagamore of 
the Wabash. 

Nelson truly cared about the City of Logans-
port and it showed through his actions. He 
was a former member of the Board of Direc-
tors of Logansport Savings Bank and the 
Board of Directors of the First National Bank 
of Logansport. He was also the former Presi-
dent of the Cass County YMCA Board of Di-
rectors and the United Fund Board of Direc-
tors and held memberships with the First 
United Methodist Church, the Elks, and Amer-
ican Legion. 

I had known Nelson for many years and al-
ways appreciated his advice and council on a 
variety of issues. Nelson was one of the very 
first people to support me in my bid for public 
service. And he was quite literally the first per-
son to turn his verbal support into concrete ac-
tion. I will never forget that . . . or the small 

group of Logansport leaders who met with me 
in Nelson’s house one evening in 2001 to sup-
port my goals for public service. 

Nelson leaves Dixie, his beloved wife, five 
sons, and fifteen grandchildren to carry on his 
legacy of service to fellow Hoosiers. Anyone 
who knew him well knows what a great loss 
his passing is for our community and the State 
of Indiana. May he rest in peace, he will not 
be forgotten. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DEAN AND ANGIE 
WYSNER’S 50TH WEDDING ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
50th wedding anniversary of Dean and Angie 
Wysner on May 5th. 

Dean and Angie met at Woodland High 
School and dated only a short time before he 
enlisted in the Army. Dean was assigned and 
stationed in California and they were married 
after he had been gone for a year. 

Dean and Angie have been blessed with 
three children: Deena, Chad and Lori. Addi-
tional blessings include their four grand-
children: Tanner, Abby, Brittany and Mason 
and great-grandchildren: Rayleigh, Kayleigh 
and AnaLeigh. 

Dean is the son of Moulton and Josie 
Wysner of Graham, Alabama and graduated 
from Woodland High School in 1964. He 
worked in manufacturing after high school and 
then served as a Military Police in the Army. 
After his service, he went back to manufac-
turing for a few short years until he became a 
self-employed farmer and has continued for 45 
years. He has served with the Farmer’s Fed-
eration for 18 years advocating for the family 
farm and also served as a Randolph County 
Commissioner. 

Angie is the daughter of Marvin and Earla 
Spradlin of Woodland, Alabama and grad-
uated from Woodland High School in 1965. 
She worked in manufacturing after high school 
until having children and then working full-time 
on the family farm. Once the children had all 
graduated from high school, she began a ca-
reer with the U.S. Postal Service as a Rural 
Letter Carrier which she continues today. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the 50th wedding anniversary of my friends, 
Dean and Angie Wysner. 

f 

ANZAC DAY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
marked the anniversary of the ANZAC Day. 
On this day, 102 years ago, while horrific 
trench warfare was taking place in Europe, 
half a continent away, the Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps, came together for a 
noble cause. Together they set out to capture 
the Dardanelles and Gallipoli to open a route 
for the allied navies. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:27 Apr 27, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A26AP8.023 E26APPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE548 April 26, 2017 
The combined forces were met by fierce re-

sistance from the Ottoman Turks. What was 
originally intended to quickly eliminate Turkey 
from the war turned into a bloody, 8–month 
battle. More than 8,000 Australians and 2,400 
New Zealanders died in that campaign. 

The tragic losses of so many brave soldiers 
caused Australians and New Zealanders to re-
member the sacrifice of all those who died on 
ANZAC Day. On this national day of remem-
brance I am humbly inspired by how Aus-
tralians show gratitude to their fallen warriors. 

Today I ask my colleagues to join our 
friends and allies, the Aussies and the Kiwis, 
across the sea, as they honor their fallen and 
reflect on the many different meanings of war. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING THE 52ND 
ANNIVERSARY OF HEAD START 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the Head Start organiza-
tion on its 52nd Anniversary. 

Since its establishment, Head Start has 
been working to serve the country’s most vul-
nerable families. In addition to working with or-
ganizations that provide learning, nutrition and 
general health assistance for children, Head 
Start has also helped to provide training, job 
development, and volunteer opportunities for 
low-income parents. These efforts are critical 
for establishing an environment in which every 
American is equipped to reach their full poten-
tial. 

In my district, the Warren County Head Start 
Center has strengthened our community by 
working with over 250 families to provide 
learning opportunities for children and parents 
alike. While focusing on early childhood devel-
opment programs, these centers also offer as-
sistance to parents seeking higher education, 
lessening their burden so that they may work 
towards a brighter future for their family. 

I would like to thank Head Start for 52 years 
of commitment to children and families across 
the country. In New York’s 21st District, we 
are grateful for their work to make sure every 
child has the opportunity to succeed. I wish 
Head Start a prosperous future and I am con-
fident that it will continue making a positive im-
pact on the lives of many Americans. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
roll call vote 222 and 223, I was not present 
because I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘AYE.’’ 

HONORING ERIC STILES OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I honor my 
constituent, Eric Stiles, for earning a 2017 
Governor’s Victim Service Pathfinder Award, 
Pennsylvania’s most prestigious award for a 
victim service professional or program. 

Mr. Stiles is a sexual assault survivor who 
has devoted his career to advocacy and activ-
ism on behalf of others. At the National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center, Mr. Stiles has 
helped to develop best practices in sexual vio-
lence intervention and prevention. He’s led ef-
forts to support sexual violence victims at all 
stages of life. His colleagues rave about a 
man who they say ‘‘. . . leads with passion 
and heart for the work, which only grows with 
his visionary ideas and creative outlets for en-
gaging others,’’ and who ‘‘. . . has an un-
canny knack for helping people to move and 
grow into a better version of themselves.’’ 

As a member of the House Victims’ Rights 
Caucus, and simply as a person who 
empathizes with and prays for the plight of 
sexual violence victims, I’m truly moved by Mr. 
Stiles’ strength and compassion. His dedica-
tion has touched the lives of countless people 
and his legacy of service to others is excep-
tional. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE LOW-WAGE 
FEDERAL CONTRACTOR EM-
PLOYEE BACK PAY ACT OF 2017 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Low-Wage Federal Contractor Back 
Pay Act of 2017, to grant back pay to federally 
contracted retail, food, custodial and security 
service workers who may be furloughed if 
there is a federal government shutdown this 
fiscal year. The bill would apply to all three 
branches of the federal government. The idea 
for the bill was brought to my attention by fed-
erally contracted service workers, some of 
whom work here on the Capitol grounds pro-
viding Members of Congress and congres-
sional staff with daily services, in 2013 when 
the federal government shut down. 

Many federally contracted workers in federal 
agencies earn little more than the minimum 
wage with few, if any benefits, and while oth-
ers are unionized with a little better wage, all 
are the lowest paid workers in the federal gov-
ernment and should not be punished because 
Congress fails to do its job and keep the gov-
ernment functioning. Congress has historically 
provided back pay to federal employees, who 
work in the same buildings as these low-wage 
service workers, furloughed during govern-
ment shutdowns—but not low-wage contract 
workers. However, both groups of workers de-
serve to be made whole after these shut-
downs. I recognize, of course, that contract 
workers are employees of contractors, but the 
distinction between federal workers and at 
least the lowest-paid service workers who 

serve the federal government and its employ-
ees and keep, for example, their premises 
clean, fails when it comes to a deliberate gov-
ernment shutdown. Unlike many other contrac-
tors, those who employ low-wage service 
workers have little latitude to help make up for 
lost wages. Low-wage federally contracted 
service workers could least afford the loss of 
pay during a shutdown, and should not have 
to go to work every day with everyone else in 
their federal buildings likely receiving back pay 
except for them. 

The nation’s capital is the high-profile home 
of the federal government’s collusion with con-
tractors that pay low wages through leases 
and contracts with federal agencies. At least 
this legislation would provide some parity to 
their low-wage federal contractor workers. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support the 
legislation. 

f 

CELEBRATING MARK! LOPEZ, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE 2017 GOLDMAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate mark! Lopez, a tireless 
environmental advocate and the executive di-
rector of East Yard Communities for Environ-
mental Justice, on his receipt of this year’s 
Goldman Environmental Prize for North Amer-
ica. mark! has played an integral role in the 
fight to test and clean up the contaminated 
homes of families living near the former Exide 
battery recycling plant, which is situated in my 
40th Congressional District. Though mark! is 
just 32 years old, his activism and passion 
have already made a clear and positive mark 
on our community, richly deserving of this 
global recognition. 

mark! was born to a family of activists, and 
was raised in the midst of the activities of 
Madres del Este de Los Angeles Santa Isabel 
(Mothers of East LA Santa Isabel), an organi-
zation cofounded by his grandparents, my 
good friends Juana Beatriz Gutierrez and Ri-
cardo Gutierrez, and continued by his mother, 
Elsa Lopez. Protesting and organizing were 
familiar sights to him from an early age, and 
during his years as an environmental studies 
major at UC Santa Cruz, he showed his com-
mitment to this family tradition as a community 
organizer and activist for the needs of minority 
students and service workers. His dedication 
to advocacy and the environment fore-
shadowed his work in the fight to close the 
Exide plant and clean up the polluted lands 
surrounding the facility. 

Exide finally agreed to shut down this plant 
in 2015, but properties for miles around re-
mained contaminated with high levels of lead 
and arsenic. The work of mark! and his col-
leagues at East Yard Communities for Envi-
ronmental Justice was invaluable in compel-
ling the California Department of Toxic Sub-
stances Control to expand its testing of prop-
erties around the plant, and in helping secure 
a state commitment of $176.6 million to test 
and clean up contaminated homes. 

All families, regardless of their background, 
regardless of their neighborhood, deserve to 
raise their loved ones in a safe and clean en-
vironment. Activists like mark! Lopez not only 
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help to make that goal a reality, they inspire 
other citizens to act through their example. As 
testing and cleanup efforts around Exide con-
tinue, I have no doubt that mark! will be at the 
forefront of the fight to support and protect 
families imperiled by this terrible contamina-
tion, and to ensure a pristine environment for 
all. 

Mr. Speaker, as mark! Lopez is honored 
with the Goldman Environmental Prize, I hope 
all of my colleagues will join me in com-
mending him on receiving this prestigious 
award and in saluting his commitment to envi-
ronmental justice. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
April 27, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MAY 2 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the United 

States-European Union covered agree-
ment. 

SD–538 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
federal payments to local governments 
provided through the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self Deter-
mination Act and the Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes program and the need to pro-
vide greater fiscal certainty for re-
source-dependent communities with 
tax-exempt federal lands. 

SD–366 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Terry Branstad, of Iowa, to be 
Ambassador to the People’s Republic of 
China, Department of State. 

SD–419 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine responses to 

the increase in religious hate crimes. 
SD–226 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Military Construction 

and Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States European Command, focusing 
on theater assessment and European 
Reassurance Initiative (ERI) progress; 
to be immediately followed by a closed 
hearing in SVC–217. 

SD–124 

MAY 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
To hold hearings to examine Department 

of Defense laboratories and their con-
tributions to military operations and 
readiness. 

SR–222 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Multilateral Inter-

national Development, Multilateral In-
stitutions, and International Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Environmental 
Policy 

To hold hearings to examine global phi-
lanthropy and remittances and inter-
national development. 

SD–419 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine defense in-
novation and research funding. 

SD–192 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold hearings to examine the econ-
omy and private sector growth. 

SD–608 

MAY 4 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Special Operations Command. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold hearings to examine the threat 
posed by electromagnetic pulse and 
policy options to protect energy infra-
structure and to improve capabilities 
for adequate system restoration. 

SD–366 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine ballistic 
missile defense policies and programs. 

SR–232A 

MAY 8 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism 

To hold hearings to examine Russian in-
terference in the 2016 United States 
election. 

SD–226 

MAY 10 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 772, to 
amend the PROTECT Act to make In-
dian tribes eligible for AMBER Alert 
grants, and S. 825, to provide for the 
conveyance of certain property to the 
Southeast Alaska Regional Health 
Consortium located in Sitka, Alaska. 

SD–628 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine aging with 
community, focusing on building con-
nections that last a lifetime. 

SD–562 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:27 Apr 27, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A26AP8.032 E26APPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-08T21:34:18-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




