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CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF RICHARD J. NAPLES 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the retirement of Richard J. 
Naples, Executive Vice President and Chief 
Regulatory Officer of BD (Becton, Dickinson 
and Company). Rick has been a key leader to 
the BD family of more than 40,000 associates 
in 50 countries. Since 2006, he has worked 
tirelessly at BD, and over the last 30 years, 
has helped bring innovative, lifesaving tech-
nologies to patients and families. Rick truly 
embodied BD’s commitment to advance the 
world of health. 

Rick’s work hasn’t gone unnoticed. He and 
his team have led more than three hundred 
successful FDA regulatory submissions, and 
driven countless industry-wide initiatives to en-
sure more timely patient access to safe and 
innovative technologies. Rick currently serves 
on the Board of the Medical Device Innovation 
Consortium (MDIC), the first public-private 
partnership with FDA to advance regulatory 
science to speed time to market for new med-
ical technology. For several years, he chaired 
the AdvaMed Diagnostics Task Force and has 
been recognized as one of the top regulatory 
professionals in the industry. 

Congratulations on this significant milestone, 
I wish Rick and his wife, Leslie, and their fam-
ily, the very best in both his retirement and fu-
ture adventures. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GILLES 
LARAMEE 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, today I stand in recognition of Gilles 
P. Laramee, a Marine Corps veteran and a 
committed advocate for New Hampshire’s vet-
erans community, who sadly passed away un-
expectedly on February 18th at the age of 85. 

First and foremost, Mr. Laramee of Berlin, 
NH, was proud to have served his country as 
a United States Marine during the Korean 
War. In his later years, he was a selfless vol-
unteer and a mentor to many Granite State 
veterans over his years of service on the 
North Country Veterans Committee. 

Mr. Laramee was a member of the Good 
Shepard Parish, the Marine Corp League, and 
the White Mountain Post 2520 VFW. His vol-
unteerism included working with veterans at 
Androscoggin Valley Hospital, the New Hamp-
shire Department of Corrections in Berlin, and 
the Federal Bureau of Prisons Corrections fa-
cility in Berlin. He was truly dedicated to serv-
ing brothers and sisters in the veterans com-
munity through some of their darkest times. 

More than anything, Mr. Laramee loved his 
work as regional director for Toys-for-Tots. He 
took such pride in gathering and distributing 
toys to children and families in need. His dedi-
cation to this charity was so profound that he 
became know as ‘‘Father Christmas’’ to many 
North Country families. 

Mr. Laramee is survived by his wife Lillian, 
his daughters Diane and Rachel, their hus-
bands and children. He will also be missed by 
the many veterans whose lives he touched. 

While Taps has played for this hero, we are 
left to say ‘‘Semper Fi’’ dear and loyal friend. 

f 

HONORING HENRY L. ‘‘HANK’’ 
LACAYO 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to offer my sympathy and condo-
lences to Leah Lacayo and the entire Lacayo 
family on the passing of my friend and ally, 
Henry L. ‘‘Hank’’ Lacayo. 

Hank dedicated his life to bettering our com-
munity and country. Born in 1931 in Los Ange-
les, Hank grew up in the depths of the Great 
Depression, fighting through a time of great 
economic uncertainty and racial injustice. 
When World War II broke out, Hank was ab-
solutely determined to serve his country. He 
tried to join the military at the age of 16, but 
was turned away. He finally was able to join 
the U.S. Army Air Corps after his high school 
graduation. 

Following his military service, Hank began 
his career in 1953 at North American Aviation 
and became involved with United Auto Work-
ers of America (UAW) Local 887. Nine years 
later, he was elected President of the UAW 
Local, a position in which he represented the 
interests of over 30,000 workers and their 
families. Through his steadfast leadership, 
Hank was appointed National Director of the 
Political and Legislative Department of the 
UAW. While working in this capacity, Hank 
served as an advisor under Democratic Presi-
dential Administrations from John F. Kennedy 
to Bill Clinton. In 1986, Hank retired from the 
UAW and subsequently formed H. L. & Asso-
ciates, a consulting firm that enabled him to 
continue to be involved in labor relations 
issues, as well as other government, seniors, 
and international issues. 

After his retirement, Hank continued to give 
back to his community by serving as President 
of the Congress of California Seniors, where 
he dedicated his time to advocating for a bet-
ter quality of life for others. Hank also worked 
hard in the community to help prepare the 
next generation of leaders, public servants, 
and community activists. 

Founded in 2010 at California State Univer-
sity Channel Islands, the Henry L. ‘‘Hank’’ 
Lacayo Institute for Workforce & Community 
Studies facilitates student internships, schol-

arly research, and the dissemination of policy 
information and recommendations. In the pro-
gram, students learn the essential skill sets to 
change lives and positively impact commu-
nities. 

Hank spent his lifetime working for Ventura 
County and for our nation. His hard work and 
dedication—which has ranged from serving in 
the Army Air Corp, to actively fighting for 
working families and California’s seniors, and 
passing down his knowledge and experience 
to students who will continue his influential 
work—has helped to create a better America. 

Last year, the United Way of Ventura Coun-
ty recognized Hank for his lifetime achieve-
ments. However, it is tremendously difficult to 
encapsulate everything that Hank did for his 
community and his country in only a few 
words. Hank was so much greater and bigger 
than the words that have often been used to 
describe him. 

He will be remembered for his wise counsel, 
sincere kindness, and unwavering commitment 
to service to others. Hank will truly be missed, 
but his legacy will continue to live on in the 
hearts of the many individuals that he 
touched, including my own, throughout his ex-
traordinary and remarkable life. 

f 

HONORING ROTACARE 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the RotaCare Bay Area San Rafael 
Clinic’s 20th Anniversary of caring for, and 
protecting, the people of Marin County. 

The RotaCare clinics of the Bay Area are 
important contributors to their communities’ 
health. Starting with one clinic on the former 
Agnews State Hospital site, there are now 
twelve clinics located throughout the Bay Area 
in Concord, Daly City, Gilroy, Half Moon Bay, 
Monterey, Pittsburg, Richmond, San Jose, 
San Leandro, San Rafael, and Santa Cruz. 

Their mission, ‘‘to provide free medical care 
in the Bay Area for those who have the great-
est need and the least access,’’ has been a 
guiding tenet to the many volunteers and phil-
anthropic donors who support the program. 
RotaCare assists anyone in need and is 
known for their attempts to alleviate costly and 
time consuming emergency room visits for the 
uninsured. 

My district’s own San Rafael clinic was 
founded in 1997 by Mike Osborne, Sharron 
Newton, Gus Catechi and Peter Pattengill, 
members of the Rotary Club of Marin Sunrise. 
The Rotary District theme that year was 
homelessness, which sparked the idea of 
starting a free clinic in San Rafael. At first, the 
clinic was held once a week at Ritter House 
in San Rafael, but as the clinic grew it was a 
forced to find a larger space. In 2003, the clin-
ic moved to Kaiser Permanente’s Downtown 
San Rafael Office and expanded their hours to 
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twice a week to accommodate the growing 
need of free, quality health care that still con-
tinues today. 

Mr. Speaker, the RotaCare clinics’ commit-
ment to providing accessible, free health care 
to those who would otherwise go without care 
keeps our community thriving with healthy, ac-
tive people. It is therefore fitting to honor and 
thank RotaCare Bay Area’s San Rafael clinic 
for 20 years of success in adhering to the mis-
sion of providing health care to those who are 
most in need and to offer best wishes on 
many more years of important work. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF FORT 
HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL’S 
MARCHING BAND 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Fort Hamilton High School 
Marching Band on their 25th Anniversary. 

Founded during the 1990 to 1991 school 
year, the Fort Hamilton High School Marching 
Band has been a mainstay for students, staff, 
and parents alike. During its inaugural year, 
the Marching Band was busy purchasing in-
struments, uniforms, and sheet music. Under 
the guidance of Laurence Laurenzano, the As-
sistant Principal of Music at the time, 75 stu-
dents participated in their first competition at 
Festival Disney in Disney World and Universal 
Studios. 

For the past 15 years, Thomas P. Oberle, 
the Assistant Principal for Performing Arts, has 
led the Fort Hamilton High School Marching 
Band. Under his leadership, students have 
performed in Canada, Atlanta, Williamsburg, 
and Boston. Furthermore, they have also 
marched in the Labor Day, St. Patrick’s Day, 
Norwegian Day, Veterans Memorial Day, and 
Greek Independence Day parades. Not to be 
outdone, the Marching Band has also per-
formed at the Gridiron Gala for the National 
Football League and United Way. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the Fort 
Hamilton High School Marching Band on their 
25th Anniversary. Their success is proof of 
their commitment, energy, and greatness. 

f 

WINNING THE FIGHT AGAINST 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING: THE 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS TRAF-
FICKING VICTIMS PREVENTION 
AND PROTECTION ACT OF 2017 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday, the subcommittee I chair held a 
hearing on accelerating the fight against 
human trafficking with particular focus on the 
new Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims 
Prevention and Protection Act of 2017—the 
comprehensive, bipartisan legislation that my 
friend and colleague Karen Bass and I intro-
duced last Thursday joined by Chairman 
Royce, Representatives Jackson Lee, Brooks, 
Frankel, Wagner, Cardenas, Poe, and Cos-
tello. 

In the fight to end modern day slavery, and 
as the author of the landmark Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000, the new bill hon-
ors the extraordinary legacy of one of the 
greatest Americans who ever lived. 

Born a slave in 1818—we look forward to 
celebrating the 200th anniversary of his birth 
next year—Frederick Douglass escaped slav-
ery when he was 20 and dedicated his entire 
life to abolishing slavery and, after emanci-
pation, to ending Jim Crow laws while strug-
gling for full equality for African American citi-
zens. A gifted orator, author, editor, statesman 
(and Republican), he died in 1895. 

The Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims 
Prevention and Protection Reauthorization Act 
authorizes $130 million over 4 years to pre-
vent human trafficking, protect victims, and 
beef up prosecution at home and abroad. 
Among other things, I note that this bill en-
courages more hotels at home and abroad to 
put policies and trainings in place so that the 
hotels are less likely to be used by human 
traffickers to exploit children. To the extent 
practicable, the U.S. Government will direct 
U.S. Government travelers using taxpayer 
money to use hotels that have taken affirma-
tive steps to end trafficking within their walls. 

The new bill seeks to restore the credibility 
of the Trafficking in Persons Report, produced 
annually by the Department of State, to hold 
countries accountable for progress, or the lack 
thereof, in the fight against human trafficking. 
Talk is cheap—we insist on sustainable action. 

This report scrutinizes more than 190 coun-
tries—with the credible threat of serious sanc-
tion for egregious violators branded Tier 3—to 
improve their trafficking laws and actions. 

But in several notable cases, particularly in 
2015, countries that should have been held 
accountable by the last administration with 
Tier 3 designations were given a pass—coun-
tries such as Malaysia, Cuba, China, Oman, 
Uzbekistan, and others. The new bill tries to 
ensure that countries complicit in trafficking 
are held accountable. No politics. Ever. And it 
will remove from current law the presumption 
that countries failing to quantify convictions 
and identify victims somehow deserve passing 
grades. 

IJM’s Policy Director Tim Gehring under-
scored that concern in his testimony today 
stating, ‘‘The politicization of the tier rankings, 
against the advice of the anti-trafficking ex-
perts at TIP Office is to the detriment of the 
annual report, the U.S. Government’s leader-
ship on combatting this human rights abuse, 
and, ultimately, to the people exploited in the 
countries which receive an undeserved higher 
ranking.’’ 

Last year alone, I chaired two hearings on 
this: ‘‘Accountability Over Politics: Scrutinizing 
the Trafficking in Persons Report’’ in July and 
earlier in March, ‘‘Get it Right This Time: A 
Victims-Centered Trafficking in Persons Re-
port.’’ 

I was profoundly disappointed that the 
Obama Administration chose to politicize tier 
rankings rather than speak the truth to power. 
If the Trump Administration follows that dan-
gerous precedent I will be no less a critic. 

The Frederick Douglass Act will limit the 
amount of time a country can stay on the 
warning, Tier 2 Watch List, inspiring countries 
to take action against trafficking today, not in 
four years when their warnings are up. 

The Act will also ensure that countries still 
using child soldiers, such as Afghanistan, 

where boys are on the front lines fighting the 
Taliban by day and being used as sex slaves 
at night, stop this obscene practice before 
being allowed to partner with the U.S. mili-
tary—something Green Beret Sergeant First 
Class Charles Martland tried to do at great 
personal cost. 

The Act will also ensure that waivers for 
countries using child soldiers are not abused. 
In 2016, only three of 10 countries designated 
as using child soldiers were not allowed to ac-
cess funds, and these were the countries we 
did not fund anyway. The Act will ensure that 
the waiver is used only in cases where the 
President can ensure steps are being taken to 
address the recruitment and use of child sol-
diers. 

In addition, the Act will help keep goods 
made by child trafficking victims out of the 
United States by ensuring continued funding 
for and enhancing the specificity of Depart-
ment of Labor reports on slave-made goods. 

Provisions in the Act will prevent the abuse 
of domestic servants in embassies and diplo-
matic homes in the United States. Diplomats 
and their families in the U.S. are getting off 
scot-free after trafficking domestic servants in 
their homes—we are going to change that. 
Trafficking is illegal here, no matter who you 
are. 

The Act encourages accountability for U.S. 
Government funds going abroad to help traf-
ficking victims, and strengthens implementa-
tion of U.S. laws and regulations to prevent 
government purchases from putting money in 
the hands of traffickers. 

We welcomed several of the top anti-human 
trafficking organizations who have endorsed 
the legislation, including ATEST, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, which sub-
mitted testimony for the record, and Frederick 
Douglass Family Initiatives, whose work edu-
cating children about the threat of trafficking 
has inspired this legislation. 

f 

HONORING THE DISABLED VET-
ERANS MEMORIAL IN UNION, 
MISSOURI 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Disabled Veterans Memo-
rial in Union, Missouri. The memorial is lo-
cated in Veterans Memorial Park which broke 
ground in 2013 to provide nearly 44 acres of 
multi-use facilities for the Union community. 
This dedication of this beautiful memorial is 
taking place on Sunday, May 7, 2017. May 7th 
also marks a historic day when, in 1945, Nazi 
Germany unconditionally surrendered to the 
allies at Reims, France, ending World War II 
in the European theater. I can think of no bet-
ter day to reflect on the sacrifices that our 
men and women in uniform make every day. 
This day of dedication will feature numerous 
members of the Union community and local 
veterans including: pastors, legion honor 
guard, and local high school bands. 

This memorial has been 20 years in the 
making and would not be a reality without the 
dedication of stakeholders throughout Mis-
souri. The memorial has been funded through 
private donations from individuals and groups 
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within the community. With the cost for this 
memorial totaling around $240,000, this major 
undertaking clearly demonstrates the commit-
ment of these citizens to bringing honor and 
distinction to the Disabled Veterans of Mis-
souri and the United States. The memorial not 
only honors the Disabled Veterans that served 
so proudly, but also honors Prisoners of War 
and those who are Missing in Action. Addition-
ally, this memorial is endorsed by the National 
Paralyzed Veterans of America and the Frank-
lin County Disabled Veterans of America. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing the Dis-
abled Veterans Memorial in Union, Missouri. 
This memorial will show the gratitude we feel 
as a nation for those who have worn the uni-
form and sacrificed so much for this great na-
tion. 

f 

HONORING AUDREY NIXON 

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to remember a dedicated public servant and 
dear friend, Audrey Nixon, who passed away 
at the age of 81. 

Since 1982, Audrey tirelessly served the 
communities of Waukegan, North Chicago, 
Park City, and Gurnee with distinction and 
grace as a member of the Lake County Board. 

She was known and universally admired as 
the matriarch of the Lake County Board—not 
just for her tenure, which was longer than any 
other member—but for her ability to bridge the 
divides of partisan politics and bring out the 
best in her colleagues, working together for 
the residents of Lake County. 

Audrey was a fierce advocate for her con-
stituents, determinedly promoting diversity, in-
clusion, and opportunity. 

She was the long-time chair of the Law and 
Judicial Committee, where she exercised her 
passion and commitment to civil justice for all. 

She was an energetic supporter of 
YouthBuild, which has helped countless young 
adults complete their education, get needed 
counseling, and learn critical job skills to put 
them on the path to success. 

Thanks to Audrey, future generations to 
come will continue to enjoy the beauty and se-
renity of Greenbelt Forest Preserve. 

Audrey is survived by her three children and 
twenty grandchildren. 

She will be fondly remembered and sorely 
missed by her many friends, her congregation 
at Christian Valley Missionary Baptist Church 
in North Chicago, and the myriad constituents 
whose lives she touched through her decades 
of service to Lake County. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE 
OF COMMANDER DONALD 
‘‘HOPPY’’ HANSON 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in 
recognition of the service of Commander Don-

ald ‘‘Hoppy’’ Hanson of Novi, Michigan and in 
celebration of his 93rd birthday. 

Serving in World War II, the Korean War, 
and the Vietnam War, Commander Hanson 
served his country valiantly, defending our na-
tion’s fundamental principles of freedom and 
democracy around the world. 

He has been an unwavering defender of lib-
erty, and it is thanks to him that we have the 
privilege to live in the greatest country in the 
world. 

Commander Hanson represents the best of 
our great country. He’s a strong believer in the 
traditions built by Americans before him, but 
he never lost sight of the future of our nation. 

As a Livonia school teacher for 20 years, he 
nurtured the promise of every generation to 
come, enriching the minds of the next genera-
tion, the future of a nation he fought so coura-
geously to preserve. 

Today, I echo an eternally grateful nation in 
thanking Commander Hanson for his devout 
service and in celebration of his 93rd birthday. 

f 

HONORING RANDI KLABER 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, those who give 
their time and effort in service to their commu-
nity have the ability to make a truly positive, 
lasting impact. For the Westchester Jewish 
Center, no one has made a greater impact 
than Randi Klaber, who this year is being hon-
ored at the organization’s 66th Annual Spring 
Gala. 

Randi Klaber joined Westchester Jewish 
Center in 1992 and is a longtime WJC Trustee 
and a past WJC Officer. As a two time Sister-
hood President she helped revitalize this es-
sential organization for the women in the com-
munity. Randi is involved in committees as 
varied as Musical Enrichment, Gala planning 
and the interior design of the building. She 
has been involved in several search commit-
tees and helps care for seniors in our commu-
nity. 

Randi is an Interior Designer and freelance 
graphic designer by trade. She’s an oil painter 
and member of the Mamaroneck Artists’ Guild. 
She brings her artistry skills to WJC as well. 
She has designed advertising materials and 
logos and a painting that hangs in the memo-
rial chapel. 

Randi has been instrumental in building 
WJC into a revered and vibrant center of our 
Jewish lives. Randi has played an important 
role in the lives of 500 member families who 
call WJC their second home. 

There is no doubt that the entire West-
chester Jewish Center community is better off 
thanks to the work and efforts of Randi. On 
this special occasion, I want to personally con-
gratulate her on receiving this well-deserved 
recognition and thank her for all she has done 
in the community. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF WOMEN GIVING 
BACK 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to use this time to recognize the 10th An-
niversary of Women Giving Back, a local non- 
profit organization in Virginia’s 10th District 
dedicated to helping women and children less 
fortunate. Women Giving Back focuses on 
providing homeless women and children in cri-
sis with appropriate clothing to boost their con-
fidence and self-esteem as they attempt to 
enter the workforce or fit in at school. On the 
second Saturday of each month, the Women 
Giving Back store, in Sterling, Virginia, opens 
its doors to hundreds of homeless women and 
children, allowing them to shop from its do-
nated collection completely free of charge. 

Women Giving Back was founded in 2007 
as a program of HomeAid NoVA, a non-profit 
that, since 2001, has completed over 100 
projects, building and renovating housing and 
shelter facilities across Northern Virginia. In 
2015, Women Giving Back established their 
own non-profit, separating from HomeAid 
NoVA, however the two organizations still 
work together, helping thousands receive both 
clothing and shelter each year. 

Since its inception, Women Giving Back has 
distributed over 500,000 items to more than 
23,000 women and 15,300 children from over 
100 shelters across Northern Virginia. Today, 
potential shoppers work with case managers 
at Women Giving Back to determine their eligi-
bility and schedule times to shop, and once 
they are approved, qualified shoppers can ob-
tain up to 50 clothing items per month. To 
support this large-scale monthly program, 
throughout the year staff and volunteers sort 
clothing, coordinate clothing drives, conduct 
community outreach, and fundraise. The ardu-
ous process, which the staff and volunteers 
undertake to serve the shoppers, is a true tes-
tament to the generosity, hard work, and dedi-
cation of the volunteers and staff at Women 
Giving Back. 

One annual fundraiser that has garnered a 
great deal of popularity and community in-
volvement is the Cinco De Mayo event, which 
helps the organization sustain its store pro-
gram throughout the year. It is entertaining, 
forward thinking, community events, like the 
Cinco De Mayo event, that have helped the 
organization thrive and maintain its strong 
presence in our community for the past 10 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in rec-
ognizing the 10th Anniversary of Women Giv-
ing Back and in thanking them for their com-
mitment and service to our community. The ef-
forts and contributions from the staff, volun-
teers, corporate sponsors, and our community 
are truly exemplary, and I wish them all the 
best in their future endeavors. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF LARRY HAR-

RIS RECEIVING THE LIBERTY 
BELL AWARD 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Larry Harris for receiving the Cabarrus 
County Bar Association Liberty Bell Award. 

A native of North Carolina’s 8th District, 
Larry grew up in Kannapolis, where he at-
tended Winecoff High School and served as 
the senior class president before pursuing a 
history degree at the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill. He then enlisted in the US 
Marine Corps from 1961–1963 where he re-
ceived outstanding marks as a Rifleman. After 
finishing his service, Larry attended Wake For-
est Law School, graduating in 1965 before 
going on to practice law for 51 years in 
Cabarrus County. 

During his more than five decades in the 
legal field, Mr. Harris served in nearly every 
leadership role imaginable. He served as 
President of the Cabarrus County Bar Asso-
ciation, and was active with the NC Bar Asso-
ciation, NC Academy of Trial Lawyers and the 
Juvenile Court. Larry also ran for Congress in 
1978 and served as the Chairman of the 
Cabarrus County Republican Party. In addition 
to all of these activities, Larry found time to 
serve his community through numerous local 
civic organizations, serving as the Vice Presi-
dent of the Kannapolis Jaycees and President 
of the Winecoff Lions Club. He’s also been an 
active Shriner and Mason for decades. 

The Liberty Bell Award is presented by the 
Cabarrus County Bar Association to an indi-
vidual who educates people on and upholds 
the laws that support American freedom. 
Throughout his lifetime of involvement in 
Cabarrus County, Larry has helped many peo-
ple maintain their confidence in our judicial 
system by being a constant resource for any-
one in need. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Larry Harris as the Cabarrus Coun-
ty Bar Association Liberty Bell Award recipient 
and wish him well as he continues to serve 
our community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF COACH DONALD THOMPSON 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Coach Donald Thompson, the 
legendary coach of the Pahokee High School 
Football Team, who sadly passed away on 
April 10, 2017 at the age of 76. Coach 
Thompson was born in Harrisburg, Arkansas 
on Valentine’s Day in 1941. He spent his 
formative years in Pahokee, Florida, where he 
made friends in classrooms and on the foot-
ball field, many of whom remained close 
throughout his life. 

Coach Thompson went to college and 
played nose tackle for the Citadel Bulldogs in 
Charleston, South Carolina. In his junior year, 
his team won the Tangerine Bowl. He was 

then transferred to the University of Arkansas 
at Monticello, where he played football for the 
Boll Weevils and graduated with a degree in 
education. 

After college, Coach Thompson began his 
career, first in coaching and teaching, then as 
a regional sales manager for weightlifting com-
panies, before he was offered the head coach-
ing position at Pahokee High School. He 
coached the Blue Devils from 1984 to 1992, 
co-founded the famous Muck Bowl, an annual 
game that draws fans from throughout the 
Glades area and beyond. Coach Thompson 
guided his team to the first of many state 
championships in 1989. For these and many 
other exemplary accomplishments, on and off 
the gridiron, he was inducted into the Palm 
Beach County Sports Hall of Fame in 2008. 

Even after he retired from coaching, and de-
spite deteriorating health, he continued to vol-
unteer with the team, cleaning uniforms, fixing 
helmets and praying with players during prac-
tices and games. He loved being a part of the 
Pahokee High School Football Team and ath-
letic program. 

Although he was highly regarded as a foot-
ball coach, his true passions were his faith, 
family and friends. His true calling was to be 
an example to his family and everyone he en-
countered, especially his fellow congregants at 
the First United Church of Pahokee, his foot-
ball players and the children of Pahokee. In 
‘‘Coach T,’’ many found a man who would 
happily be the father figure they wanted and 
needed. His calming voice, caring demeanor 
and strength of character endeared him to ev-
eryone. 

Coach Thompson also loved sailing, spend-
ing countless hours on the waters of South 
Florida sailing his beloved Lake Okeechobee 
with his loving wife of 52 years, Alice, and his 
family. Coach Donald Thompson was truly one 
of a kind—a fine sportsman, a real gentleman 
and a credit to mankind. I was fortunate to 
know him and call him my friend. He will be 
dearly missed. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
HARRISON’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. Har-
rison’s 3rd grade class at Plymouth Christian 
Academy in Canton, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Harrison’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Harrison’s stu-
dents were eager to showcase their amazing 
artistic skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind 
program. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Har-
rison’s 3rd graders did not disappoint. Their 
creations are unique, innovative, and imagina-
tive. Their colorful artwork embodies our coun-
try’s bright and promising future with these 
sharp young minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Harrison and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HAMILTON COUNTY 
PARKS 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Hamilton County Parks 
and Recreation Department on the occasion of 
their 50th Anniversary. For the last half cen-
tury, the Hamilton County Parks and Recre-
ation Department has enriched our commu-
nity. Their greatly successful mission to pro-
vide high-quality parks and facilities, to be a 
leader in natural resource education and serv-
ices, and as an excellent resource for our 
community and its citizens has made Hamilton 
County one of the best places to live in Indi-
ana and in the United States. Thank you to 
the Staff and the Hamilton County Commis-
sioners who have served with distinction and 
have carried out the mission of the Hamilton 
County Parks and Recreation Department. 
The people of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional 
District are forever grateful for the contribu-
tions to our Hoosier community, and it is my 
distinct privilege to honor the Hamilton County 
Parks and Recreation Department today. 

Founded in 1967, Hamilton County Parks 
and Recreation Department ordinance was es-
tablished on March 11, 1967. The ordinance 
was filed May 1, 1967 in the office of Auditor 
John Randall. The inaugural board of directors 
were appointed for a two-year term beginning 
in 1968. Board meetings were held at the 
Commissioner’s Court in The Hamilton County 
Court House, located in Noblesville. The 
founding Board members included: Henry Bur-
gher as President, Jerry Barr as Secretary, 
Floyd Overdorf as a Member, and Paul 
Wheeler as a Member. Thanks to the foresight 
of the inaugural Board members, for the last 
50 years we have had an excellent park sys-
tem that has enriched the lives of our resi-
dents here in Hamilton County and all those 
who have visited. 

The Hamilton County Parks and Recreation 
Department created its first park in 1970 after 
acquiring Potter’s Bridge in Noblesville. Today 
the Parks Department oversees eleven parks: 
Bray Family Homestead Park, Cool Creek 
Park and Nature Center, Coxhall Gardens, 
Geist Park, Lafayette Trace Park, Morse Park 
& Beach, Potter’s Bridge Park, River Road 
Park, Riverwood Canoe Landing, Rookery 
Preserve, and Strawtown Koteewi Park. Each 
park has a unique experience to offer, and 
has brought fun and joy to the citizens and 
families of Hamilton County and to all those 
who visit. Nature trails, bird watching, water 
sports, natural history, archery, and many 
other great activities make our Parks in Ham-
ilton County world class. In addition to the 
thousands of acres of land to oversee, the 
Parks Department also offers workshops, 
school programs, and facilities. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:43 May 04, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A03MY8.004 E03MYPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E593 May 3, 2017 
On behalf of the citizens of Indiana’s Fifth 

Congressional District, I would like to con-
gratulate the Hamilton County Parks and 
Recreation Department on the celebration of 
its 50th Anniversary. I am proud that our Hoo-
sier state is home to an exemplary department 
such as this one. I wish the Hamilton County 
Parks and Recreation Department all the best 
as it embarks on its next 50 years of excel-
lence in Indiana. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN A. OBEE 
FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED LEGAL 
CAREER ON THE DAY OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John A. Obee, an attorney who has 
effectively served the State of Michigan for 
nearly 40 years, on the day of his retirement. 
Mr. Obee has had a distinguished career uti-
lizing his legal expertise on behalf of his cli-
ents and during his time in public service with 
the State of Michigan. 

After graduating from Wayne State Univer-
sity Law School in 1978, Mr. Obee began his 
legal career as a judicial law clerk with Justice 
Blair Moody, Jr. of the Michigan Supreme 
Court. He then served as an Assistant United 
States Attorney with the U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District until 1982, after which he en-
tered private practice. Mr. Obee’s work has fo-
cused primarily on real estate litigation, includ-
ing serving as an arbitrator for construction 
and labor matters. In addition, Mr. Obee has 
worked extensively on fair housing issues in 
Michigan and has served as a Hearing Ref-
eree for the Michigan Department on Civil 
Rights. He also has utilized his legal experi-
ence as an Adjunct Law Professor at Michigan 
State University and the University of Detroit 
Law School, where he taught classes on 
housing discrimination law. 

Mr. Obee has had an outstanding career as 
a lawyer and advocate for fair housing. He 
has received numerous accolades for his tire-
less advocacy on behalf of his clients, includ-
ing the Fair Housing Center of Metropolitan 
Detroit’s Fair Housing Leadership Award for 
his work on fair housing litigation. Additionally, 
Mr. Obee has served on numerous labor pan-
els, including the Federal Mediation on Concil-
iation Service and the Michigan Employment 
Relations Commission. Mr. Obee’s member-
ship on these panels, as well as his extensive 
contributions to trade publications and schol-
arly journals, underscore his legal expertise as 
well as his dedication to his clients. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring John A. Obee for his exceptional 
career as an attorney. Mr. Obee has had an 
outstanding legal career in public service and 
working in private practice. 

WORKING FAMILIES FLEXIBILITY 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to H.R. 1180, the Working 
Families Flexibility Act of 2017. This mis-
guided legislation would undermine nearly 80 
years of federal employment law guaranteeing 
overtime pay to employees who work more 
than 40 hours in a week at a given job. 

Income inequality in America has increased 
dramatically over the last four decades while 
the middle class continues to shrink. The aver-
age income for the top 0.01 percent of house-
holds grew 322 percent between 1980 and 
2015, compared to a 0.03 percent increase for 
the remaining 90 percent of households over 
the same period of time. Rising household ex-
penses like childcare, healthcare, housing, 
and education have made it even more dif-
ficult for families to climb the rungs of the eco-
nomic ladder, while approximately 47 million 
Americans continue to live below the federal 
poverty line, including over 15 million children. 

Congress should focus on policies and leg-
islation that help middle- and low-income 
households achieve economic mobility. In-
stead, H.R. 1180 would short-change hourly 
workers by allowing private sector employers 
to offer compensatory time off in place of 
overtime pay. By weakening existing require-
ments for overtime pay, employers can 
choose to offer overtime hours to employees 
who agree to receive compensatory time, 
while nothing in the bill guarantees that em-
ployees will be able to use their compensatory 
time when they wish to. Although employers 
are required to pay employees for any unused 
compensatory time, they have up to thirteen 
months to do so, and there are no protections 
for workers if the employer declares bank-
ruptcy or permanently closes its doors. 

At a time when the American Dream has 
become more difficult to attain, it is more crit-
ical than ever for Congress to take action that 
will make it easier for working parents to meet 
their responsibilities both at home and at work. 
These policies include increasing the federal 
minimum wage; providing households with 
paid sick and family leave; and ensuring work-
ers are guaranteed stable and predictable 
work schedules. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘No’ on H.R. 
1180, the Working Families Flexibility Act of 
2017. 

f 

HIGH SCHOOL HEROES RESCUE 
MAN FROM SUBMERGED CAR 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge two brave and honorable Carlyle 
High School seniors from my district, Tyler 
Guthrie and Tucker Johnson. The two stu-
dents showed compassion and great character 
when they saved a man’s life after his car 
flipped over into water on Saturday, April 22, 
2017. 

The victim was pulling off of Old US 50 into 
the Hatchery Park, trying to adjust his 
Bluetooth set when he received a phone call. 
Suddenly the man lost control of his Lexus, 
which flipped over onto its roof in the water. 
Luckily, driving behind the gentleman’s car 
were Tyler and Tucker, and they immediately 
sprang into action. 

The two young men could hear the man’s 
cries for help as they inspected the scene. 
Johnson quickly called 911, while Guthrie 
smashed in the rear window with a rock he 
had picked up. Johnson then assisted the man 
out of his overturned sinking car shortly before 
an ambulance arrived on the scene. 

I ask that we all join in honoring these two 
good Samaritans and use their selfless act as 
a reminder that we are all here to help one 
another. 

I stand today to salute Tyler Guthrie and 
Tucker Johnson for their contributions to this 
great society and to wish them the very best 
in all of their future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. 
KORPELA’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Ms. 
Korpela’s 3rd grade class at Nijo-Iro Japanese 
Immersion Elementary in Livonia, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Ms. Korpela’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the lst Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Ms. Korpela’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Ms. Korpela’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Ms. Korpela and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

JERUSALEM DAY 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
on May 14, 1948, the democratic State of 
Israel was founded. 

This week, 69 years later, we celebrate a vi-
brant, Jewish state located in the biblical 
homeland 
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In tribute to Israel’s 69th birthday, I rise 

today to honor the Jewish people and their 
long-standing struggle to build and expand 
their country. 

Many of the Jews who lived in Israel in 
1948 were survivors of the Second World War 
and the Holocaust, which pushed international 
opinion for the need for a homeland for the 
Jewish people where they could be free from 
persecution and free to build a better life. 

Since that fateful day in Tel Aviv, Israel and 
its people have worked tirelessly to build a 
thriving democracy that is economically pros-
perous and at peace with neighboring nations. 

Today, 69 years later, after many difficulties 
and hardships, a strong, resolute Israel has a 
population over 8 million. 

The first nation to recognize Israel’s inde-
pendence, I am proud to say, was the United 
States, when Democratic President Harry Tru-
man welcomed Israel into the community of 
nations just hours after its declaration. 

The bonds between our two great nations, 
bound together by common interests and 
shared values, have only grown with time. 

Through Democratic and Republican Admin-
istrations, we have continued to stand by our 
ally in the Middle East. 

As most people know, I have been a long- 
time supporter of Israel and continue to advo-
cate on their behalf. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope on this joyous celebra-
tion that we reflect on the need to redouble 
our efforts to bring peace to the region and 
continue to tangibly support our friend and ally 
in its request for peace. 

f 

HONORING PATSY CLINE 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, there are 
those whose lives shine so brightly and give 
us hope regardless of life circumstances and 
tragedies we may endure. Patsy Cline, who 
was also known as the First Lady of Country 
Music, was one of those inspiring and uplifting 
souls. She moved us all by her incredible 
voice and meaningful lyrics such as Crazy and 
Walking after Midnight that would continue to 
be cherished by generations to follow. 

Patsy was a true treasure whose memory 
will forever be remembered by her fans and 
Tennesseans alike. Patsy Cline was inducted 
into the Country Music Hall of Fame, and was 
the first female soloist chosen for the honor. 
Her short yet remarkable music and television 
career paved a way for women to pursue their 
passion in the entertainment industry. The true 
strength she exemplified came from the gen-
uine love in her heart to serve and entertain 
her family, friends, and fans. She lived a life 
worth living. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE EMER-
GENCY FINANCIAL MANAGER RE-
FORM ACT OF 2017 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, the Emer-
gency Financial Manager Reform Act of 2017 

is intended to ensure that state-appointed 
emergency financial managers for municipali-
ties in fiscal distress do not violate Constitu-
tional protections, ensure public health and 
safety, and are accountable stewards of tax-
payer funds. The bill responds to problems 
presented when unaccountable emergency fi-
nancial managers usurp local elected officials 
and unilaterally make decisions that jeopardize 
public health and safety. 

The bill accomplishes these objectives by 
authorizing the U.S. Attorney General to with-
hold ten percent of the funds that would other-
wise be allocated to a state under the Edward 
Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program 
(Byrne-JAG), which provides funding to states 
for law enforcement purposes, if the U.S. At-
torney General determines that the state ap-
pointed an emergency financial manager who 
fails to meet any of the criteria as specified in 
the bill. These criteria, for example, include a 
requirement that the appropriate state official 
submit a certification to the U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral stating that the appointment of an emer-
gency financial manager has neither the pur-
pose nor the effect of denying or abridging the 
right to vote on account of race or color. An-
other condition specifies that the emergency fi-
nancial manager receive prior approval from 
the governor of the state and the appropriate 
local elected officials before making decisions 
affecting public health or safety. A further con-
dition protects the rights of employees under 
collective bargaining agreements from being 
impaired in violation of the U.S. Constitution. 

SECTION-BY-SECTION EXPLANATION OF THE 
BILL 

Section 1. Short Title. Section 1 sets forth 
the short title of the bill as the Emergency 
Financial Manager Reform Act of 2017. 

Section 2. Findings. Section 2 of the bill 
sets forth a series of congressional findings 
explaining why this legislation is necessary. 

Section 3. Safeguards Regarding State Ap-
pointment of an Emergency Financial Man-
ager. Subsection (a) of section 3 authorizes 
the U.S. Attorney General to withhold ten 
percent of funds that would otherwise be al-
located to a state under the Byrne-JAG 
grant program for the following fiscal year if 
the state has appointed an emergency finan-
cial manager and any of the following cri-
teria are not met: 

(1) The emergency financial manager is ap-
pointed and the chief legal officer or other 
appropriate state official has not prior there-
to submitted a certification to the U.S. At-
torney General that such appointment has 
neither the purpose nor the effect of denying 
or abridging the right to vote on account of 
race or color and the U.S. Attorney General 
has not interposed an objection within 60 
days following the submission of such cer-
tification. 

(2) The emergency financial manager is au-
thorized to make decisions affecting public 
health or safety of the residents of a local 
government unit without receiving prior ap-
proval from the governor of the state and the 
appropriate local elected officials. 

(3) The emergency financial manager fails 
to have adequate oversight to ensure against 
conflicts of interest, mismanagement, and 
abuse of discretion by the emergency finan-
cial manager. The bill, in section 4, defines 
adequate oversight to mean that a monthly, 
publically-available report accounting for all 
financial activities of the emergency finan-
cial manager, including possible conflicts of 
interest, mismanagement, and abuses of dis-
cretion. This report must be reviewed and 
approved by the governor. In addition, ade-
quate oversight means that there must be an 

independent, state-approved, and publically- 
available annual audit of the emergency fi-
nancial manager’s duty-related activities. 

(4) The emergency financial manager is au-
thorized to reject, modify, or terminate an 
existing collective bargaining agreement 
without mutual consent of all parties to 
such agreement. 

(5) The emergency financial manager is au-
thorized to reject, modify, or terminate an 
existing contract without mutual consent of 
all parties to such contract or such rejec-
tion, modification, or termination is ap-
proved by an federal bankruptcy court. 

Subsection (b) provides that the amount of 
funding not allocated under subsection (a) is 
to be reallocated to other states that are not 
subject to any reduction under subsection 
(a). 

Section 4. Definitions. Section 4 defines 
various terms used in the bill. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. 
SPENCER’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Ms. Spen-
cer’s 3rd grade class at Auburn Elementary in 
Auburn Hills, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Ms. Spencer’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Ms. Spencer’s stu-
dents were eager to showcase their amazing 
artistic skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind 
program. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Ms. Spencer’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Ms. Spencer and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO SHEILA DIANNE 
COCHRAN 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sheila Dianne Cochran, Milwaukee 
Area Labor Council, AFL–CIO Secretary- 
Treasurer and Chief Operating Officer. She 
began service at the Council in March of 2009 
and officially retired on March 31, 2017. 

Ms. Cochran ran the largest Central Labor 
Council in Wisconsin. The Milwaukee Area 
Labor Council has about 110 affiliate Labor 
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Unions and represents approximately 25,000 
members. The council has two divisions; the 
Council and Field Mobilization Department. 
Sheila was responsible for supervising six 
staff, running the day-to-day operation with 
oversight of all records and managing the fi-
nancial operation that included a budget of ap-
proximately $600,000 dollars. Further, under 
separate authority, the Milwaukee Area Labor 
Council houses The Labor Community @ 
Work a nonprofit, 501c3 charity organization 
that helps those in need. Some of the services 
provided under the auspices of The Labor 
Community @ Work include: operate food 
drives for Pathfinders, collect toiletries for the 
Health and Hygiene Drive for the Homeless, 
construction of ‘‘little libraries’’, cooks for the 
St. Ben’s Community Meal grill out BBQ din-
ner, and provides funds for Laborfest and Wis-
consin Election Protection. Sheila Cochran sits 
on the non-profit board The Labor Community 
@ Work as an at large member. 

Sheila was hired at Delphi /Delco/E&S in 
1979; she began her work in the labor move-
ment while employed there in 1989, when she 
was elected as Recording Secretary of UAW, 
Local 438. In 1999, she was elected to the 
then Milwaukee County Labor Council. The 
Milwaukee Area Labor Council was formed in 
2008 when it merged the Milwaukee, Ozaukee 
and Washington County Labor Councils. 

Sheila has served on numerous boards, 
commissions, and councils over the years in-
cluding: The Fair Lending Coalition, WTRP/ 
BIG STEP Board; Member Milwaukee Area 
Technical College Board of Directors, National 
Board of the Coalition of Black Trade Union-
ists, Chair of Wisconsin Election Protection, 
and Elected Member United Way Board of 
Greater Milwaukee. In fact, she holds the posi-
tion of the longest-serving member of the area 
United Way Board of Greater Milwaukee. 

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to 
know and work with Sheila for over 25 years. 
She has provided invaluable counsel and ad-
vice over the years. I am so pleased to be 
able to join with friends and colleagues at her 
retirement dinner celebration on May 19, 
2017, where she has asked that all the pro-
ceeds from the dinner are to be donated to 
The Labor Community @ Work. I wish her 
much success as she transitions into a dif-
ferent phase of her life. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to honor Sheila and I am proud to call 
her friend. The citizens of the Fourth Congres-
sional District and the State of Wisconsin are 
privileged to have someone of her ability and 
dedicated service working on their behalf for 
so many years. I am honored for these rea-
sons to pay tribute to Sheila Cochran. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RATI-
FICATION OF THE TWENTY-SEV-
ENTH AMENDMENT 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, May 5th 
marks the 25th Anniversary of the ratification 
of the Twenty-Seventh Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. The Twenty- 
Seventh Amendment guarantees that the 
Members of Congress may not adjust their 
current salaries, and that any changes in pay 

will not take effect until the next session of 
Congress. James Madison originally proposed 
this amendment in 1789. However, it would 
take 202 years for this amendment to be rati-
fied by the states. Gregory Watson, a con-
stituent of the 21st District of Texas, helped 
restart the push for ratification in 1982. Mr. 
Watson’s involvement helped to ratify the 
amendment on May 5, 1992. This anniversary 
marks an important day for the nation and for 
Mr. Watson. His efforts exemplify superb civic 
duty and should inspire other to become ac-
tive in our government. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing May 5th as the Anniver-
sary of the ratification of the 27th Amendment 
and Gregory Watson for the important role he 
played in its ratification. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday May 2, 
2017, I was unable to vote on roll call No. 
244: Final Passage of H.R. 1180 ‘‘Working 
Families Flexibility Act of 2017.’’ Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GREAT FALLS 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the 75th Anniversary of the Great Falls 
Volunteer Fire Department in Great Falls, Vir-
ginia. Established in 1942 and originally 
named the Forestville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, the Department formed as an auxiliary 
to the McLean Fire Department to enhance 
Virginia’s domestic readiness during World 
War II. The original membership of 29 volun-
teer firefighters has doubled, and the depart-
ment now includes paid ranks, operational 
members, and administrative members, and 
today is a fixture of the Great Falls commu-
nity. 

Through exemplary leadership, community 
support, and working in coordination with the 
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department, 
the Great Falls Volunteer Fire Department has 
experienced immense growth since its incep-
tion in 1942. Originally, the Department only 
had a small barn, a single 1942 Chevrolet 
truck with a 500 gallon tank, and 29 volunteer 
members. But over the years the department 
expanded, and in 1961 the department moved 
to its current location to accommodate the ad-
ditional firefighters and the overnight staff. 
After recent renovations, the department re-
opened their current station in 2011, and this 
state of the art facility is certified as a Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) Gold building for its use of green tech-
nologies, making it the first of its kind among 
Fairfax County Government Buildings. The 
once one-truck department now has five emer-
gency vehicles and was the first Fairfax Coun-
ty Fire and Rescue Station to have four-wheel 

drive ambulances. And today there are 22 ca-
reer firefighters on duty 24/7, and 40 volunteer 
members, serving in both operational and ad-
ministrative roles. 

In addition to their efforts to keep our com-
munity safe, the Great Falls Volunteer Fire 
Department provides support at community 
events all over Fairfax County, including pa-
rades, festivals, and fundraisers, and through-
out the years, the Great Falls community and 
its leaders have offered continuous assistance 
to the Department. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in applauding the Great Falls Volunteer Fire 
Department for their years of selfless service 
and heroism and to again congratulate them 
on this historic milestone. I would like to per-
sonally express my gratitude to the men and 
women who selflessly put themselves in dan-
gerous positions on behalf of their neighbors, 
friends, and community, and I wish them all 
the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
STEVENSON’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Stevenson’s 3rd grade class at Deerfield Ele-
mentary in Novi, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Stevenson’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Stevenson’s stu-
dents were eager to showcase their amazing 
artistic skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind 
program. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. 
Stevenson’s 3rd graders did not disappoint. 
Their creations are unique, innovative, and 
imaginative. Their colorful artwork embodies 
our country’s bright and promising future with 
these sharp young minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Stevenson and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

HONORING SEAN MACKIN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a businessman, a humanitarian, an ad-
vocate for Irish American Causes, but most 
importantly, a dear friend. I have known Sean 
Mackin for many years and I cherish the 
friendship he and I have forged over that time. 
I am honored to be able to recognize his 
many accomplishments. 
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Born in Belfast, County Antrim, Sean joined 

the Irish republican movement at age 11. He 
was arrested and imprisoned several times by 
British security forces, starting at age 12, but 
was never found guilty. In 1978, Amnesty 
International cited Sean’s cause as one of the 
five most serious cases of torture in Northern 
Ireland. Following his release from prison, he 
met and married Philomena Devine, and the 
two immigrated to New York in 1983. Shortly 
after relocating, Sean was detained at the be-
hest of the British government. As a Member 
of Congress, I heard about Sean’s case, and 
knew that if he were to be deported his life 
would be at grave risk. I decided to get in-
volved on Sean’s behalf, and we soon be-
came fast friends. After our prolonged and 
hard fought legal battle, the Mackin family won 
a landmark decision. His wife and daughter 
became the first Irish women to be granted 
political asylum in the United States, and 
Sean’s deportation order was denied as he 
would go on to become an American citizen. 
He has been very involved in the Irish peace 
process and has worked with elected officials 
in Washington D.C. promoting peace and jus-
tice in Northern Ireland. 

Sean is also a cofounder and chairman of 
the New York Irish Center known for its out-
standing services to the senior Irish generation 
and suicide prevention assistance for the Irish 
community. In 2014, Sean was honored by the 
Irish Lobby for Immigration Reform for his 
work on behalf of undocumented Irish. 

Of course, Sean’s true love is his family. He 
and Philomena have three children, Jenifer, 
Sean Og and Ciaran, and four grandchildren, 
Gavin, Tyan, Ella and Pierce. They all live in 
Eastchester, NY. 

This year, Sean will serve as Grand Marshal 
for the EIASC’s 13th Annual Eastchester St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. I cannot think of a more 
fitting Grand Marshal. Congratulations to my 
friend Sean Mackin on receiving this wonderful 
honor. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF AMEDEO 
‘‘ARMIE’’ MEROLLA 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and memory of General Amedeo 
‘‘Armie’’ Merolla—a dedicated patriot, a pas-
sionate legal mind, a community leader in 
Rhode Island, and someone who I was proud 
to call a dear friend. 

Armie Merolla was a man of service in 
every aspect of his life. He spent much of his 
time giving back to his community, serving his 
state and his country with distinction. 

Armie’s time in uniform began when he en-
listed in the United States Marine Corps while 
still a student at Brown University. After grad-
uating in 1951, he enlisted in the Rhode Island 
Army National Guard (RIARNG) and received 
a direct commission as a First Lieutenant in 
the Judge Advocate General Corps. His long 
and distinguished military career included 
posts in the Military Police, JAG, Field Artil-
lery, and Military Intelligence, during which he 
earned numerous decorations, such as the Le-
gion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
and the Rhode Island Cross for Valor. Among 

his commissions with RIARNG, he served as 
State Inspector General, State Staff Judge Ad-
vocate, Brigadier General, and Assistant Adju-
tant General and Deputy Commanding Gen-
eral—Army. In his retirement, he was ap-
pointed as Commander of the Rhode Island 
State Defense Force and attained the hon-
orary rank of Major General in the Rhode Is-
land Militia. 

As an attorney, Armie experienced great 
success and took on many roles after receiv-
ing his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 1954. 
At the time of his passing, he was a senior 
managing partner at Merolla, Accetturo & 
Lough, where he practiced alongside two of 
his children, Katherine and Steven. He served 
as Judge Advocate General and Assistant 
Providence City Solicitor, and contributed his 
legal expertise to the Rhode Island Secretary 
of State, the Rhode Island Public Buildings 
Authority, and the Director of the Rhode Island 
Department of Administration. The Rhode Is-
land Supreme Court appointed him to the Al-
ternate Dispute Resolution Task Force, the 
Rules of Evidence Committee, the Committee 
for Admission to the Bar, and the Committee 
on Clerkships. Armie also held leadership po-
sitions in several legal associations, including 
the Rhode Island Trial Lawyers Association. 

In his community, Armie demonstrated an 
even deeper commitment to others. He was a 
Chairman of the Warwick School Committee, 
Chairman of the Warwick Bicentennial Com-
mittee, President of the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Warwick, trustee of his church, president of 
the alumni association of his class at Brown, 
Commodore and Perpetual Member of the 
East Greenwich Yacht Club, and Co-Founder 
of Warwick Figure Skaters. He also held lead-
ership positions in local chapters of the United 
Way, the Knights of Columbus, the Catholic 
Charities Fund, and John F. Kennedy’s 1960 
presidential campaign. 

Armie devoted himself to a large and loving 
family, and is survived by his wife, Norma, his 
brother, John, his four children, Katherine, 
Julie, Sandra, and Steven, nine grandchildren, 
four nieces, one nephew, and seven grand-
nieces and grandnephews. 

It is an honor to remember Armie on the 
Floor today, just as it was to consider him a 
trusted friend and advisor. He made a dif-
ference, and he will truly be missed. 

f 

REMEMBERING STAFF SERGEANT 
CHRISTOPHER W. SWANSON 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak about a very special event taking place 
next week in my district. 

Maryland’s Fifth District lost a number of 
brave and extraordinary military personnel 
since 2001 in Iraq and Afghanistan or in sup-
port of our operations there. One of them was 
U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Christopher W. 
Swanson of Rose Haven, in Anne Arundel 
County, who fell in action on July 22, 2006, in 
Iraq’s Anbar Province. Staff Sergeant Swan-
son gave his life to save his fellow soldiers 
when insurgents ambushed their patrol. He 
had been serving there with the 2nd Battalion, 
6th Infantry Regiment, 1st Armored Division. 

On Friday, May 12, family, friends, neigh-
bors, and state and local officials will gather in 
Edgewater, Maryland, to rededicate the South 
River Bridge in Staff Sergeant Swanson’s 
memory, a moving tribute to a young man 
from our area who lived by the highest ideals 
of our country and made the ultimate sacrifice 
under our nation’s flag. His parents, Kelly and 
Gary Swanson, and his brother Kenny and his 
family, will be on hand to witness the renam-
ing of the four-lane bridge, which connects 
southern Anne Arundel County with the state 
capital of Annapolis across the South River— 
a major thoroughfare serving commuters and 
commerce in the area. While so many in Rose 
Haven and its surrounding communities have 
known for years about what Staff Sergeant 
Swanson did for our country, now thousands 
of Marylanders will pass by the sign each day 
bearing his name and noting his extraordinary 
service and sacrifice. I hope they will take a 
moment each time to remember him and all 
those who were killed in action wearing our 
nation’s uniform. 

Staff Sergeant Swanson was proud of his 
roots in Southern Maryland. He graduated 
from Southern High School in 1999, where he 
had been captain of its soccer team, and en-
listed that summer in the U.S. Army. It just 
made sense to him to serve, particularly given 
that both of his parents worked in law enforce-
ment. Throughout his youth, he had often vol-
unteered with the First Baptist Church in 
Upper Marlboro to go on service missions to 
Florida, Ohio, and West Virginia to help com-
munities in need. At school, he gave his time 
to help out in the administrative office, and his 
teachers and peers alike saw him as a natural 
leader. It surprised no one at all that Staff Ser-
geant Swanson was on his third tour of duty 
in Iraq when, after being injured by an impro-
vised explosive device, he insisted on going 
back into combat with his fellow soldiers in-
stead of taking medical leave. As soon as his 
wound was stitched and he was given permis-
sion, he was right back with his unit, on the 
front lines. 

It was less than two weeks later that Staff 
Sergeant Swanson was killed in action. He 
had served with distinction in Kosovo as an 
Army paratrooper and was later among those 
who participated in the initial stages of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. Now, he rests among he-
roes in Arlington National Cemetery. His par-
ents and brother launched a service organiza-
tion in his memory, the SSG Christopher W. 
Swanson Support Charity for Veterans and 
their Families, which, among other projects, 
funds scholarships for the children of local fall-
en, wounded, or active duty soldiers to attend 
summer camp. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in remem-
bering Staff Sergeant Christopher W. Swan-
son, in thanking his Gold Star family for their 
sacrifice and charity work in tribute to him, and 
in paying tribute to all those from Maryland 
and across the country who gave their lives in 
service to our nation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
CHAMPE’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
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Champe’s 3rd grade class at Deerfield Ele-
mentary in Novi, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Champe’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Champe’s stu-
dents were eager to showcase their amazing 
artistic skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind 
program. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. 
Champe’s 3rd graders did not disappoint. 
Their creations are unique, innovative, and 
imaginative. Their colorful artwork embodies 
our country’s bright and promising future with 
these sharp young minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Champe and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE RETIREMENT 
OF AUBURN UNIVERSITY PRESI-
DENT DR. JAY GOGUE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the 
retirement of Auburn University’s 18th Presi-
dent, Dr. Jay Gogue. 

Jay was raised in Waycross, Georgia, and 
earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
horticulture from Auburn University before 
earning a doctorate in that field from Michigan 
State University. 

In July 2007, Dr. Gogue returned to Auburn 
University to serve as the 18th president and 
has worked tirelessly to improve the academic 
strength of Auburn’s student body. 

Under his leadership, Auburn is imple-
menting a strategic plan focused on enhancing 
student success, supporting faculty excel-
lence, strengthening public engagement and 
promoting research, scholarship and creative 
work. 

During his time as president, he has stayed 
connected with the students in the classroom 
and even teaches a graduate course in higher 
education administration where students learn 
university governance, leadership, budgeting 
and more. He enthusiastically worked in part-
nership with local and state officials to recruit 
new industry to the state of Alabama, creating 
jobs and economic opportunity. 

In 2013, Dr. Gogue was selected for the 
Michigan State University Distinguished Alum-
ni Award. In 2012, he was inducted into the 
Alabama Academy of Honor, a group of 100 
Alabamians ‘‘chosen for accomplishment or 
service greatly benefiting or reflecting great 
credit on the State.’’ He also held a 2012 ap-
pointment to the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security’s academic advisory council. 

Other memberships include Phi Kappa Phi 
and Golden Key honor societies, Sigma Xi sci-

entific research society and the National Soci-
ety of Scabbard and Blade, the honorary mili-
tary society for all branches of service. 

Dr. Gogue began his career at the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior, where he worked for 
12 years. Prior to returning to Auburn, he held 
a number of academic and administrative po-
sitions, starting at Texas A&M University as an 
assistant professor teaching and conducting 
research in plant science. Dr. Gogue later 
served as vice president for research and vice 
president/vice provost for agriculture and nat-
ural resources at Clemson University and as 
provost at Utah State University. He was se-
lected as president of New Mexico State Uni-
versity in 2000. In 2003, he was named presi-
dent of the University of Houston and chan-
cellor of the University of Houston System. 

Jay and his wife, Susie, met in the 8th 
grade and married while they were both un-
dergraduates at Auburn. They have three chil-
dren, one grandchild and two dogs. They are 
remaining in the Auburn community and he 
will continue teaching a course in higher edu-
cation leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing my 
friends, Jay and Susie, best wishes on retire-
ment. I thank him for his hard work and com-
mitment to Auburn University. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MANUEL TROY 
CORONADO 

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge and honor the patriotic 
service of Manuel Troy Coronado, who re-
cently retired from a distinguished career in 
the Army National Guard. 

Troy was born in San Antonio, Texas in 
1962. The son of a career military officer, he 
attended elementary school in Germany and 
Panama, and graduated from Robert E. Lee 
High School in San Antonio in 1980. He at-
tended the University of Maryland in Munich, 
Germany and later graduated from Midwestern 
State University in Wichita Falls, Texas. 

In 1986, Troy enlisted in the U.S. Army and 
shortly after gained acceptance into the 
Army’s Officer Candidate School. He attended 
the Armor Officer Basic Course in Fort Knox, 
Kentucky and served a tour in Germany be-
fore taking time to pursue a civilian career, in-
cluding jobs as a teacher and guidance coun-
selor for troubled teens. 

Drawn back to military service, Troy eventu-
ally reenlisted in the Army. Through his work, 
he lived in several places in the United States, 
including Arlington, Virginia; Houston, Texas; 
and Fort Benning, Georgia. Troy was de-
ployed to Afghanistan in 2006 to serve as an 
embedded team trainer. Ultimately, Troy rose 
to the rank of Branch Chief in the National 
Guard Bureau’s SOUTHCOM Joint Staff. 

Troy’s loving wife, Lisa, and their three 
daughters, Raquel, Jaqueline, and Mindy, 
have provided him with a great deal of support 
throughout his various deployments and as-
signments. 

I join my fellow Texans and all Americans in 
thanking Troy for his years of admirable, self-
less service to our nation. 

RECOGNIZING JUDITH WILCOX 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Judith Wilcox, an extraor-
dinary woman and great friend who dedicated 
her career to helping others. Her compassion, 
advocacy, knowledge, and dedication were on 
full display throughout her extensive public 
and community service. Judy was a role 
model and mentor to so many of us in the 
Dane County community. She improved nu-
merous lives in Dane County through her 
work, which focused on expanding and pro-
viding housing opportunities and the services 
needed to make those arrangements a suc-
cess. 

Judy was an expert on affordable housing 
and serving the needs of the homeless com-
munity, as well as an outspoken champion for 
mental-health and housing for persons with 
severe mental health needs. She was the first 
woman elected to the Stoughton City Council 
and sat on numerous boards, including the 
Henry Vilas Zoo Commission and Journey 
Mental Health Center. Judy’s community 
awards and accolades included the YWCA 
Women of Distinction and the Sterling Rose 
Award for her work on housing for persons liv-
ing with HIV and AIDS and the Arcand Social 
Justice Award for her pioneering work in af-
fordable housing over more than three dec-
ades. 

I was fortunate enough to serve alongside 
Judy on the Dane County Board, where she 
represented parts of Madison’s Isthmus for 12 
years. She spoke forcefully and eloquently on 
these issues, when she chaired the Dane 
County Housing Authority, the Stoughton 
Housing Authority and the Dane County 
Human Services Board. Judy also helped peo-
ple with disabilities and then people struggling 
to find housing all over Wisconsin in her posi-
tions in state government. From her Peace 
Corps service in Gambia to her passion as a 
chef, she was truly a servant leader. Yet she 
was also as good-humored, cheerful and 
quick-witted as she was generous—Judy 
never failed to make everyone around her 
laugh, smile, and know they had a friend. 

She passed away after a brief illness last 
December at age 76 and we will gather to cel-
ebrate her life, legacy, and friendship this 
month. I am certain there will be no shortage 
of stories about her warmth, her laugh and her 
fiery belief in fighting for those who have few 
advocates and no voice. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor 
that I recognize the life and service of Judy 
Wilcox, a colleague, a champion for justice 
and equality, a mentor, and a true friend. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
DUTKIEWICZ’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Dutkiewicz’s 3rd grade class at Deerfield Ele-
mentary in Novi, Michigan. 
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I know that artists get their start long before 

high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Dutkiewicz’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Dutkiewicz’s stu-
dents were eager to showcase their amazing 
artistic skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind 
program. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. 
Dutkiewicz’s 3rd graders did not disappoint. 
Their creations are unique, innovative, and 
imaginative. Their colorful artwork embodies 
our country’s bright and promising future with 
these sharp young minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Dutkiewicz and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of 
teaching. 

f 

HONORING SAUL RAMOS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and celebrate Saul Ramos from 
my hometown of Worcester, Massachusetts, 
who was recently named the 2017 National 
Education Association Education Support Pro-
fessional, or ESP, of the year. This honor is 
awarded annually to the ESP who best dem-
onstrates leadership in his or her classroom, 
school, and community. 

Saul began his career in 1999 as a personal 
aide to a visually impaired kindergarten stu-
dent. To allow this student to work on class-
room materials alongside his peers, Saul 
taught himself to read and write in braille so 
he could transcribe these materials for his stu-
dent. Saul continued to help this student for 
12 years—supporting and encouraging him 
until he graduated from high school. In his cur-
rent capacity as an ESP at Burncoat High 
School, Saul has taken it upon himself to inte-
grate braille into the curriculum not only to 
help students with visual impairments, but also 
to allow other students to develop a stronger 
understanding of alternative learning methods. 

Raised in both Puerto Rico and Worcester, 
Saul founded and now serves as the artistic 
director of a nonprofit called Arte Latino of 
New England to encourage Latinos in our 
community, especially those in their youth, to 
embrace their cultural heritage through art. 
Just one of his many creative initiatives aimed 
at helping Latino students to build confidence 
and embrace their roots, Saul wrote and pro-
duced a bilingual adaptation of ‘‘Romeo and 
Juliet.’’ 

Beyond the classroom, Saul is an incredible 
activist for teachers and students. He is the 
vice president of his local teachers union and 
is an active member on four committees of the 
Massachusetts Teachers Association, which 
recognized Saul as last year’s most valuable 
educator in the state. Saul fights tirelessly for 
the rights of teachers and students. Nationally, 

Saul is a member of the National Education 
Association’s Paraeducator Institute Working 
Group, the Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity Committee, and is the Northeast re-
gional director of the Hispanic Caucus. 

Our public schools promise to provide equal 
educational opportunities for all students, no 
matter their race, religion, or ability. This 
promise relies on dedicated, compassionate 
ESPs like Saul Ramos. On behalf of the 
teachers and students of Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, and those all across the country, I 
thank Saul Ramos for his commitment to this 
noble profession. 

f 

H.R. 1695, REGISTER OF COPY-
RIGHTS SELECTION AND AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak in opposition to the Register of Copy-
rights Selection and Accountability Act (H.R. 
1695). 

The Library of Congress has long been a 
repository for books, music, movies, photo-
graphs and other original works of art. In 
1897, Congress recognized the need to pro-
tect these original works and the creators be-
hind them, establishing the United States 
Copyright Office. The Copyright Office is 
housed within the Library and operates inde-
pendently. It is led by the Register of Copy-
rights, a position that is appointed by the Li-
brarian. 

H.R. 1695 takes the appointment of the 
Register of Copyrights away from the Librarian 
of Congress, and instead makes it a political 
appointment by the President and confirmed 
by the Senate. This change would politicize 
the Library of Congress, the Librarian of Con-
gress and the Register of Copyrights, and that 
is something I do not support. 

Copyright industries are crucial to our econ-
omy, responsible for more than $1 trillion in 
GDP and employing more than 5 million peo-
ple. If Congress wants to make meaningful im-
provements to the Copyright Office, we should 
address its technological limitations and need 
for modernization, and ensure it has the fund-
ing and resources needed to do that. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in opposing the Register of Copyrights Se-
lection and Accountability Act (H.R. 1695). 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. 
JOSEPH’S HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the outstanding achieve-
ments of the St. Joseph’s Healthcare System 
as they celebrated their 150th Anniversary on 
Monday, May 1, 2017. 

On September 8, 1867, the sisters of Char-
ity of St. Elizabeth opened the 12 bed St. Jo-
seph’s Hospital in a small wooden house on 
Church Street, in Paterson, New Jersey. After 

caring for 102 patients that year, the start of 
St. Joseph’s Healthcare became known and 
appreciated. 

Today we like to thank those Sisters and Dr. 
John Quinn for working together to create the 
start of St. Joseph’s. Without them, and the 
hard workers that have followed in their foot-
steps, St. Joseph’s would not be where it is 
today. I would like to look back to 1882, when 
St. Joseph’s was only 15 years old, and the 
first surgery was performed. The saving of 
lives is something that not only me, but every-
one in the 9th Congressional District is thank-
ful for. Performing surgeries is something that 
a very select amount of people can do, and it 
is a job that I will forever be thankful for, espe-
cially when it is saving the lives of people. 

The work of St. Joseph’s never fails to have 
me amazed. The lives they help, and the lives 
they save is some of the most astonishing 
work, but it does not stop there. In 1895, St. 
Joseph’s opened up their School of Nursing. 
They had their first graduating class of nine 
nurses in 1904, and have been training and 
preparing nurses ever since. St. Joseph’s 
works hard every day to help these upcoming 
nurses be the best healthcare providers that 
they can possibly be. St. Joseph’s is con-
tinuing to grow every single day, and thank-
fully they only grew for the better. 

As technology advances, St. Joseph’s has 
been able to advance their abilities as well. 
From one time being a little house on Church 
Street, I have watched St. Joseph’s grow, and 
improve. After relocating and then expanding 
their equipment, staff, and resources, the St. 
Joseph’s hospital has expanded to other 
towns like Wayne, New Jersey and are still 
growing and improving every day. Besides 
having a top of the line Children’s hospital, 
they also have an Ambulatory Surgery Center 
in Paterson and one of the best emergency 
rooms in a hospital. 

I have the great honor of representing the 
hard working people of St. Joseph’s in Con-
gress. This is a place where people work hard 
to support their family and their community, a 
place where the history is long and storied. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to recognizing and commemorating 
150 years of St. Joseph’s Healthcare System. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues to celebrate 150 years of service, 
dedication, and excellence from the people of 
St. Joseph’s Healthcare System. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. RAY’S 
3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Ray’s 3rd grade class at Plymouth Christian 
Academy in Canton, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Ray’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 
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Brimming with talent, Mrs. Ray’s students 

were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Ray’s 3rd 
graders did not disappoint. Their creations are 
unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Ray and the young 
artists she has the pleasure of teaching. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO LORNA M. 
SHAWANO 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Lorna M. Shawano who was Tribal 
Secretary for the Forest County Potawatomi 
Community for 26 years. 

Ms. Shawano was involved in securing the 
approvals of the gaming compacts from the 
State of Wisconsin. The gaming compacts fos-
tered the growth of the Forest County Pota-
watomi from operating a modest bingo hall to 
a nationally recognized entertainment center. 
During Ms. Shawano’s tenure, the Potawatomi 
successfully developed a casino and hotel in 
Milwaukee. Today, Potawatomi Hotel & Ca-
sino welcomes more than 6 million guests an-
nually and has 2,700 team members and 
eighty-five percent of those employees reside 
in Milwaukee County. It opened in 1991 as 
Potawatomi Bingo with a 2,500 seat bingo hall 
and approximately 300 team members. She is 
especially proud of their inclusive hiring prac-
tices. In fact, over half of the team members 
working at Potawatomi Hotel & Casino are mi-
nority. 

Under her tenure as Secretary, the Forest 
County Potawatomi experienced tremendous 
economic growth and increased sovereignty. 
Ms. Shawano was involved with successful ef-
forts to stop a proposed sulfide mine that 
would have polluted the Tribe’s air, water and 
land; she also played a part in the 15 year 
successful efforts by the Tribe to obtain the 
sovereign right to protect the air over its res-
ervation which involved multiple levels of gov-
ernment. Lorna also served on the Crandon 
Indian Education and Mining Impact Boards. 

Ms. Shawano’s work as Tribal Secretary 
with the rest of the Executive Council, and the 
Tribe as a whole, has made the Forest County 
Potawatomi Community into the strong, suc-
cessful, and respected tribe that it is today. 
While Lorna will no longer serve as Tribal 
Secretary, the leadership she has shown over 
the years will allow the Forest County Pota-
watomi Tribe to continue to move forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Lorna 
Shawano, along with her 3 children and of 8 
grandchildren. She has lived on the Stone 
Lake Reservation for nearly 45 years. I am 
proud to call her friend. The citizens of the 
Fourth Congressional District and the State of 
Wisconsin are privileged to have someone of 

her ability and dedicated service working so 
diligently for so many years. I am honored for 
these reasons to pay tribute to Lorna M. 
Shawano, for serving as Forest County Pota-
watomi Tribal Secretary for 26 years. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘CULTI-
VATING REVITALIZATION BY EX-
PANDING AMERICAN AGRICUL-
TURAL TRADE AND EXPORTS 
(CREAATE) ACT’’ 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce my legislation, the Cultivating Re-
vitalization by Expanding American Agricultural 
Trade and Exports Act, or simply the 
‘‘CREAATE Act.’’ For decades, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s (USDA) export pro-
motion programs have helped American farm-
ers create, expand, and maintain access to 
foreign markets. 

The goal of the CREAATE Act is simple— 
to reassert the importance of the Market Ac-
cess Program (MAP) and Foreign Market De-
velopment Program (FMD) to America’s agri-
cultural producers and our economy as a 
whole. These important programs provide the 
U.S. agricultural community with the tools 
needed to retain its edge in an increasingly 
competitive global economy. 

MAP and FMD are two of the most 
impactful USDA export promotion programs, 
and statutory funding each program has been 
static since the 2002 Farm Bill. However, 
those funds have been practically eroded in 
recent years by inflation, administrative costs, 
and sequestration. Meanwhile, America’s com-
petitors have ramped up their own export pro-
motion programs, creating additional competi-
tion in the international marketplace. For ex-
ample, the European Union spends more for 
the promotion of wine ($255.36 million in 2017 
alone) than the U.S. spends on the promotion 
of all commodities through both the MAP and 
FMD programs. If this trend continues, Amer-
ican producers will be severely disadvantaged 
in the global marketplace. 

Throughout their history, these successful 
public/private partnerships have cultivated 
hundreds of billions of dollars in exports, and 
created millions of American jobs, both in the 
agriculture sector and in support industries. 
Without these programs, it is very likely that 
the United States would not be the net agricul-
tural exporter that we are today. 

f 

FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
OF NEW YORK OUR COMMUNITY 
SALUTES HONOREE LIST 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay a special tribute to 42 exemplary young 
men and women from the First Congressional 
District of New York who have chosen to 
serve our country in various branches of the 
Armed Forces of the United States. These 

courageous individuals will be dedicating at 
least their immediate future to the security and 
welfare of their fellow citizens. I admire their 
strong sense of patriotism and desire to pro-
tect our values and make certain we remain 
the great nation we are today. 

Each of the following students has my deep-
est appreciation for their service to this coun-
try and I ask my colleagues to join me in per-
sonally recognizing: 

US Army, Liam Clifton, Bellport High 
School; US Army, Alejandro Freire, William 
Floyd High School; US Army, Marcus Glenn, 
Longwood High School; US Army, Francisco 
Hernandez, Bellport High School; US Army, 
Brandon Lech, Bellport High School; US 
Army, Bailey Meyer, Eastport South Manor 
High School; US Army, Robert Napadano, 
William Floyd High School; US Army, Julio 
Robles, Longwood High School; US Army, 
Bryan Staker, Longwood High School; US 
Army, Nicholas Vallejos, Bellport High 
School; US Army, Jenna Vaughn, Bellport 
High School; US Army, Aaron Vogel, 
Eastport South Manor High School; US 
Army, James Welsh, Patchogue-Medford 
High School. 

US Marines, Chris Ballas, William Floyd 
High School; US Marines, Thomas 
Callaghan, Longwood High School; US Ma-
rines, Tyler Cerce, Longwood High School; 
US Marines, Shane Hobel, William Floyd 
High School; US Marines, Freddy Kaucky, 
William Floyd High School; US Marines, 
Matt Lovett, William Floyd High School; US 
Marines, Bryan Lucero, Patchogue-Medford 
High School; US Marines, Brandon Maher, 
Patchogue-Medford High School; US Ma-
rines, Kevin Mardjani, Center Moriches High 
School; US Marines, Joselino Molina, Center 
Moriches High School; US Marines, Shaun 
Muller, Patchogue-Medford High School; US 
Marines, Andrew Passaro, William Floyd 
High School; US Marines, Gerardo Perez, 
Longwood High School; US Marines, Steven 
Rice, William Floyd High School; US Ma-
rines, Vinny Roxburgh, William Floyd High 
School; US Marines, Joseph Slawinski, Cen-
ter Moriches High School; US Marines, 
Gareth Walsh, Center Moriches High School; 
US Marines, Carlie Wegley, William Floyd 
High School. 

US Navy, Samantha Braband, Patchogue- 
Medford High School; US Navy, Tyler Clas-
sic, Longwood High School; US Navy, Mat-
thew Fields, Patchogue-Medford High 
School; US Navy, Noah Giron, Bellport High 
School; US Navy, Saniya Joyner, William 
Floyd High School; US Navy, Quincy 
Morgenstond, William Floyd High School; 
US Navy, Darrion Negron, Bellport High 
School; US Navy, Matthew Pfisterer, 
Bellport High School; US Navy, Gabriel 
Schrage, Center Moriches High School. 

US Air Force, Isaiah Tavarez, Longwood 
High School. 

Air National Guard, Mike Insogna, 
Eastport South Manor High School. 

These enlistees will be recognized on May 
18, 2017 during the third annual ‘‘Our Commu-
nity Salutes Brookhaven Town Enlistee Cere-
mony’’ at Sunset Harbor in Patchogue, NY. 

Mr. Speaker, we should be extremely grate-
ful as both a people and nation to each and 
every one of these individuals. Their call to 
duty cannot be underscored or admired 
enough and it is my distinct honor and privi-
lege to represent them and their families in the 
First Congressional District of New York. I 
wish them the best of luck in their respective 
branches and in all of their future endeavors. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. BARES’S 

3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Bares’s 3rd grade class at Houghton Elemen-
tary in White Lake, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Bares’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Bares’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Bares’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Bares and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN PAT-
RICK LYNN PATTY AS THE ROB-
ERT JACKSON EURY MEMORIAL 
AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Kannapolis Police Captain Patrick Lynn 
Patty for receiving the Robert Jackson Eury 
Memorial Award. 

A native of North Carolina, Captain Patty 
has served with the Kannapolis Police Depart-
ment in North Carolina’s 8th Congressional 
District since 1994. Throughout his career, 
Captain Patty has served as a Patrol Officer, 
Field Trainer, Patrol Sergeant, Patrol Lieuten-
ant, Field Operation Bureau Captain and now 
commands the Support Services Bureau. Cap-
tain Patty’s outstanding leadership and com-
mitment in these roles for the Kannapolis Po-
lice Department made him stand out in our 
community. Additionally, Captain Patty put his 
life on the line for our nation, serving four 
years as an Airborne Infantry Officer in the 
82nd Airborne Division of the US Army. 

This award is presented in memory of Rob-
ert Jackson Eury, a man who lost his life in 
line of duty while serving as a Carbarrus 
County law enforcement officer. This award 
keeps Mr. Eury’s legacy alive through officers 
who share his same admirable and commend-
able spirit in Cabarrus County. Based on his 
career of service, I would say Captain Patty 
fits the mold of esteemed law enforcement of-
ficers in our community set by Robert Eury. 

There is no doubt in my mind that Captain 
Patty will continue his outstanding leadership 
and maintain his unwavering values while pro-
tecting the people of Cabarrus County. I am 
excited to see what the future holds for such 
a dedicated officer. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Captain Patrick Patty as the Robert 
Jackson Eury Memorial Award recipient and 
wish him well as he continues to make a posi-
tive difference in the lives of others. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
HONORABLE FRANK WOLF 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, it is a privi-
lege for me to use this time to honor my 
former boss and mentor, the Honorable Frank 
Wolf, who has dedicated much of his life to 
public service as he represented the people of 
Virginia’s 10th Congressional District for 34 
years. 

Congressman Frank Wolf was at the fore-
front of many important issues for over three 
decades. He was a leader in bringing metro 
rail to Dulles and worked in a bipartisan man-
ner on numerous transportation initiatives. He 
also assumed a leading role in addressing the 
mounting problem of gang violence in North-
ern Virginia and helped secure funding for the 
Northern Virginia Regional Gang Task Force. 
And while he clearly played a crucial and 
prominent role in a variety of issues affecting 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, arguably, his 
most signature achievements have stemmed 
from his leadership on humanitarian issues 
abroad. 

He has been a tireless and zealous cru-
sader for oppressed religious minorities and 
was the conscience of the Congress on 
human rights and religious liberty. As co-chair 
of the bipartisan House Human Rights Cau-
cus, Congressman Wolf made it his mission to 
be the voice of the voiceless and shed light 
upon the plight of millions of people per-
secuted because of their religion. Since de-
parting from Congress, Mr. Wolf has continued 
to carry the torch of religious freedom, with his 
passionate advocacy, as he leads the 21st 
Century Wilberforce Initiative to create a world 
where religious freedom is recognized by na-
tions across the globe as a fundamental 
human right. 

Congressman Wolf’s efforts to raise aware-
ness for the voiceless also extended to the in-
nocent victims of human trafficking. In Con-
gress, he worked with local elected officials 
and law enforcement agencies in the Com-
monwealth in spearheading initiatives to eradi-
cate human trafficking. He also took steps to 
educate the public about this largely unknown 
problem and increase community involvement 
in aiding the victims of these horrific crimes. In 
recognition of these valiant strides, he was se-
lected as the 2014 Lifetime Pathbreaker 
Award recipient. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring the legacy of Congressman 
Wolf, as we recognize his many contributions. 
We cannot thank him enough for services he 
provided to the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
to our country. I look forward to his continued 

contributions in promoting religious freedom 
and I wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors. 

f 

HONORING ADINA & LAWRENCE 
GARBUZ 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor two people who have left an indelible 
mark on the New Rochelle community, Adina 
and Lawrence Garbuz. This year, Young Israel 
of New Rochelle are honoring Adina and Law-
rence for all they have done on behalf of the 
community, and you cannot find two individ-
uals more deserving of the honor. 

Whether to YINR, SAR or most importantly 
their family, Adina and Lawrence demonstrate 
by example what it means to help others. 
They moved to New Rochelle in 2002 and im-
mediately became involved in the YINR com-
munity. In addition to currently serving on the 
YINR Executive Board as Treasurer, Adina 
has held multiple positions in all areas of our 
shul. Adina has served as Women’s League 
President and Treasurer after being involved 
in the New Mother’s committee as well as 
more than once spearheading the mishloach 
manot project. Her sound advice and perspec-
tive made her a perfect choice for the Board, 
and Executive Board. 

Lawrence has also found his own way to 
connect to YINR, forging a strong friendship 
and learning partnership with Rabbi Fink as 
well as attending for many years daf yomi. He 
also assisted the Men’s Club, helped organize 
the very successful Saturday night ping pong 
tournaments and for many years distributed 
mishloach manot in Brooklyn. He is also often 
called upon to handle sensitive matters for our 
members who are need of his professional ex-
pertise. 

In addition to Adina and Lawrence’s commit-
ment to YINR, they are supporters of their 
alma mater Cardozo Law School, the Bronx 
Jewish Community Council, and the Joint Dis-
tribution Committee. But their strongest com-
mitment is to their four children Ella, Liav, 
Jonah and Eva whom they raise with their 
strong values of giving to others and to one’s 
community. 

Adina and Lawrence have shown a tireless 
dedication to both YINR and the neighbor-
hood. On this special occasion, I want to take 
the opportunity to thank them for that tireless 
effort, and congratulate them on receiving this 
most distinguished honor. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. GEYER’S 
3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Geyer’s 3rd grade class at All Saints Catholic 
School in Canton, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
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their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Geyer’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Geyer’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Geyer’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Geyer and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

WILL THE HONG KONG MODEL 
SURVIVE (AN ASSESSMENT 20 
YEARS AFTER THE HANDOVER) 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
earlier today, I made the following remarks at 
the hearing held by the Congressional-Execu-
tive Commission on China which I co-chair 
with Senator MARCO RUBIO regarding human 
rights in Hong Kong: 

Two and half years ago, tens of thousands 
of Hong Kong’s residents peacefully gathered 
in the streets, yellow umbrellas in hand, seek-
ing electoral reform and greater democracy. 

Joshua Wong was at the forefront of that 
movement—along with Nathan Law and Alex 
Chow and so many young student leaders. 
The Umbrella Movement was not only com-
posed of students, but included veterans of 
the democracy movement in Hong Kong, in-
cluding Martin Lee. 

It is good to see Joshua and Martin here 
today, bringing together the generations of ad-
vocates committed to Hong Kong’s freedom 
and autonomy. 

Joshua Wong and all those associated with 
the Umbrella Movement have become impor-
tant symbols of Hong Kong’s vitality and its 
freedoms. They are now part of Hong Kong’s 
unique brand and any effort to detain, censor, 
or intimidate them damages that brand. 

Over the past two years, Senator RUBIO and 
I, along with other members of the China 
Commission, have introduced the Hong Kong 
Human Rights and Democracy Act and we 
have worked in Congress to maintain the 
State Department’s annual report on Hong 
Kong. 

We have issued statements of concern 
about the political prosecutions of Joshua and 
other Umbrella Movement leaders; the unprec-
edented interventions by the Chinese govern-
ment in Hong Kong’s courts and political af-
fairs, and the abductions Hong Kong book-
sellers and other citizens. 

We have also discussed the erosion of 
Hong Kong’s autonomy and freedoms with 
both U.S. and Chinese officials. 

I want to commend Senator RUBIO for his 
leadership on human rights issues and on 
Hong Kong. We have worked together closely 
and I am honored to work with him on the 
China Commission. Senator RUBIO is a true 
champion of the globe’s oppressed and per-
secuted. 

As long as I have the privilege of serving as 
a Chair of the China Commission, I promise to 
continue shining a light on Hong Kong. Main-
taining Hong Kong’s autonomy is a critical 
U.S. interest. The U.S. also has a clear inter-
est in Beijing abiding by its international 
agreements—in Hong Kong and elsewhere. 

The democratic aspirations of the people of 
Hong Kong cannot be indefinitely suppressed. 
I promise to stand with Hong Kong and call at-
tention to violations of basic human rights as 
long as I serve in Congress. 

Though Beijing’s increasingly rough over-
sight of Hong Kong may not be as brutal as 
that pursued on the Mainland, it is no less per-
nicious. The ultimate goal is eroding Hong 
Kong’s guaranteed freedoms and the rule law 
and intimidating those who try to defend them. 

This year will be the 20th anniversary of the 
handover of Hong Kong. Unfortunately it 
seems the territory’s autonomy looks increas-
ingly fragile. 

We are coming up on another anniversary 
as well, the 25th anniversary of the Hong 
Kong Policy Act. 

At this juncture we should be examining 
both the health of the ‘‘one country, two sys-
tems’’ model and examining the very assump-
tions that underlie U.S.-Hong Kong relations. 
What can be done differently, what new prior-
ities should be set? 

The Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 was 
based on the assumption that freedom, the 
rule of law, and autonomy promised to Hong 
Kong would be protected and respected. 

It was also based on the assumption that 
time was on the side of freedom—that trade 
and investment would eventually bring political 
liberalization and human rights to Mainland 
China. 

As Chairman RUBIO and I have been saying 
for some time, one can no longer base U.S. 
policy on the ‘‘fantasy’’ that China’s future will 
be more democratic and more open. 

Mainland China has become more repres-
sive, not less. Prosperity has turned a poor 
authoritarian country into a rich authoritarian 
country with predictable results for China’s 
rights defenders, ethnic and religious groups, 
labor and democracy advocates, foreign busi-
nesses and Hong Kong’s autonomy. 

Some will argue that the best course of ac-
tion would be to retreat into a hard realism, 
recognize China’s interests and spheres of in-
fluence and protect U.S. interests. We could 
ignore what is happening in Hong Kong and 
shift responsibility to the British or some unde-
fined international body. 

I disagree. 
We don’t need a new realism to govern our 

China policy. Instead, we need a new ideal-
ism—a renewed commitment to democratic 
ideals, to human rights, and the rule of law in 
ways that compete directly with the Chinese 
model in Asia and Africa and elsewhere. 

Chinese leaders need to know that the 
United States stands for freedom of expres-
sion, the freedom of religion, Internet freedom, 
the rule of law, universal suffrage, and an end 
to torture as critical interests, necessary for bi-
lateral relations, and linked to the expansion of 
mutual prosperity and integrated security. 

The U.S. should also push back hard 
against the erosion of freedom and autonomy 
in Hong Kong. 

It is in everyone’s interest that Hong Kong 
remain a free and prosperous bridge between 
China and the West, but the city’s unique vital-
ity and prosperity are rooted in its guaranteed 
freedoms. If Hong Kong is to become just an-
other Mainland Chinese city, we will have to 
reassess whether Hong Kong warrants special 
status under U.S. law. 

The arc of history does not bend toward jus-
tice without concerted action from all freedom- 
loving peoples. If the U.S. and the inter-
national community does not defend the rights 
and freedoms of Hong Kong’s citizens now, 
there is little hope that freedom can take root 
in China’s future. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
May 4, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MAY 8 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism 

To hold hearings to examine Russian in-
terference in the 2016 United States 
election. 

SD–226 

MAY 9 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States Cyber Command; with the possi-
bility of a closed session in SVC–217, 
following the open session. 

SD–G50 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, fo-
cusing on the path forward. 

SD–215 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of David L. Norquist, of Virginia, 
to be Under Secretary (Comptroller), 
Robert Daigle, of Virginia, to be Direc-
tor of Cost Assessment and Program 
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Evaluation, and Elaine McCusker, of 
Virginia, to be a Principal Deputy 
Under Secretary, all of the Department 
of Defense. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation 

and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety and Security 

To hold hearings to examine maritime 
transportation, focusing on opportuni-
ties and challenges for the Maritime 
Administration and Federal Maritime 
Commission. 

SR–253 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Subcommittee on Transportation and In-

frastructure 
To hold hearings to examine water re-

sources, focusing on the role of the 
public and private sectors. 

SD–406 

MAY 10 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Subcommittee on National Security and 

International Trade and Finance 
To hold hearings to examine secondary 

sanctions against Chinese institutions, 
focusing on assessing their utility for 
constraining North Korea. 

SD–538 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine state views 

on the need to modernize the Endan-
gered Species Act. 

SD–406 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, 

Transnational Crime, Civilian Secu-
rity, Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Global Women’s Issues 

To hold hearings to examine emerging 
external influences in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

SD–419 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
Business meeting to consider S. 934, to 

amend the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act to revise and extend the 

user-fee programs for prescription 
drugs, medical devices, generic drugs, 
and biosimilar biological products, and 
an original bill entitled, ‘‘Recognize, 
Assist, Include, Support, and Engage 
(RAISE) Family Caregivers Act’’. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine cyber 

threats facing America, focusing on an 
overview of the cybersecurity threat 
landscape. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Steven Andrew Engel, of the 
District of Columbia, and Makan 
Delrahim, of California, both to be an 
Assistant Attorney General, and Noel 
J. Francisco, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Solicitor General of the 
United States, all of the Department of 
Justice. 

SD–226 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold hearings to examine growth poli-
cies for the new Administration. 

SD–608 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Subcommittee on Water and Power 

To hold hearings to examine S. 440, to es-
tablish a procedure for the conveyance 
of certain Federal property around the 
Dickinson Reservoir in the State of 
North Dakota, S. 677, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to coordinate 
Federal and State permitting processes 
related to the construction of new sur-
face water storage projects on lands 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and to designate the Bureau 
of Reclamation as the lead agency for 
permit processing, S. 685, to authorize 
the Dry-Redwater Regional Water Au-
thority System and the Musselshell- 
Judith Rural Water System in the 
States of Montana and North Dakota, 
S. 930, to require the Administrator of 
the Western Area Power Administra-
tion to establish a pilot project to pro-
vide increased transparency for cus-

tomers, S. 1012, to provide for drought 
preparedness measures in the State of 
New Mexico, S. 1029, to amend the Pub-
lic Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 
1978 to exempt certain small hydro-
electric power projects that are apply-
ing for relicensing under the Federal 
Power Act from the licensing require-
ments of that Act, and S. 1030, to re-
quire the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to submit to Congress a 
report on certain hydropower projects. 

SD–366 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine S. 772, to 
amend the PROTECT Act to make In-
dian tribes eligible for AMBER Alert 
grants, and S. 825, to provide for the 
conveyance of certain property to the 
Southeast Alaska Regional Health 
Consortium located in Sitka, Alaska. 

SD–628 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism 

To hold hearings to examine law enforce-
ment access to data stored across bor-
ders, focusing on facilitating coopera-
tion and protecting rights. 

SD–226 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the Vet-
erans Choice Program and the future of 
care in the community. 

SR–418 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine aging with 
community, focusing on building con-
nections that last a lifetime. 

SD–562 

3 p.m. 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Althea Coetzee, of Virginia, to 
be Deputy Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration. 

SR–428A 

MAY 17 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the Govern-
ment Accountability Office’s high risk 
list for Indian programs. 

SD–628 
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