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WORKING FAMILIES FLEXIBILITY 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposi-
tion of the Working Families Flexibility Act, 
H.R. 1180. 

Mr. Speaker, the Fair Labor Standards Act 
(FLSA) already allows employers to let their 
employees earn paid time off. 

That is why the bill passed by the House 
earlier this week, the Working Families Flexi-
bility Act, H.R. 1180, would hurt working fami-
lies by giving workers less time off, less flexi-
bility and less pay. 

Many workers frequently rely on their over-
time earnings to make ends meet to help put 
food on the table, keep a roof over their fami-
lies’ heads, and pay bills. 

Instead of paying workers for their overtime 
work, H.R. 1180 would permit employers to re-
place employees’ overtime pay with vague 
promises that employees may be able to take 
comp time off at some unknown point in the 
future. 

But the employer, not the employee, would 
decide when that time off is granted. 

This bill provides no guarantees that work-
ers could take their earned time off when they 
need it. 

Employers could also unilaterally decide to 
‘‘cash out’’ comp time in excess of 80 hours 
or discontinue their entire comp time program 
with just 30 days’ notice. 

This means that an employee’s carefully 
crafted plan to bank time for a child’s birth or 
a spouse’s surgery could be thwarted by an 
employer’s decision to cash out the employ-
ee’s time or end the program all together. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is a bad deal for work-
ing families. It would strip employees of rights 
that the FLSA has provided for nearly 75 
years. 

If Republicans truly care about working fam-
ilies, they would support and help pass the 
Family and Medical Insurance Leave Act 
(FAMILY Act), H.R. 947, which would create a 
national paid leave insurance program mod-
eled after the successful programs in Cali-
fornia, New Jersey, and Rhode Island. 

If Republicans truly care about working fam-
ilies, they would support and help pass legisla-
tion like Schedules That Work Act introduced 
by Congresswoman ROSA DELAURO in the 
114th Congress. 

The Schedules That Work Act would give 
workers more control over their schedules and 
incentivize predictability and stability in shifts 
and work hours. 

If Republicans truly care about working fam-
ilies, they would support and help pass the 
soon to be introduced Raise the Wage Act 
sponsored by Congressman BOBBY SCOTT. 

The Raise the Wage Act increases min-
imum wage, including the elimination of sub- 

minimum ‘‘tipped’’ wage, which would lift 37.7 
millions workers out of poverty. 

People should not have to work more than 
40 hours in a week and forgo pay to earn time 
to care for themselves or their loved ones. 

I join my Democratic colleagues in fighting 
to protect attacks on pay and benefits for 
working class families instead, and will vote no 
on H.R. 1180. 

f 

HONORING OFFICERS MAURO AND 
FRANCEMONE 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the heroic actions of two law enforce-
ment officers from my district, Syracuse Police 
Department Officers Joseph Mauro and 
Kelsey Francemone. 

Both of these officers put their own lives on 
the line in protection of our community: Officer 
Mauro, in October of 2016, when he was con-
fronted by an armed suspect in the University 
Hill neighborhood and Officer Francemone on 
Father’s Day of 2016, when she approached a 
fatal riot head on, only to be brutally attacked 
by an angry crowd. 

For their bravery, Officers Mauro and 
Francemone were each nominated for the Na-
tional Association of Police Organizations TOP 
COP Award. Next week, Officer Francemone 
will be honored as one of only a few nation-
wide winners of this prestigious award. 

As a federal prosecutor, I worked alongside 
the brave men and women of the Syracuse 
Police Department for nearly twenty years. I 
have the utmost respect for these officers and 
their selfless actions. 

Congratulations to Officers Francemone and 
Mauro, and I thank them for their commitment 
and dedication to making Syracuse a safer 
place. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO A. H. PARKER HIGH 
SCHOOL IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA-
BAMA 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to pay tribute to an outstanding 
public high school in my district—the A.H. 
Parker High School Thundering Herd in Bir-
mingham, AL. Parker High School has been at 
the cornerstone of education in the Bir-
mingham community for nearly 117 years, pre-
paring students for future leadership and life. 

During the school year of 1899, a few Negro 
citizens of Birmingham called a historical mass 
meeting to draw up a petition in which they 
would request the Board of Education estab-

lish a tax supported school for blacks. Dr. W. 
R. Pettiford, president of the Alabama Penny 
Savings Bank, a black-owned financial institu-
tion, and Mrs. B. H. Hudson, a cashier of that 
bank, were the leading supporters of the ef-
fort. 

The school officially opened as a high 
school for African-American children in the fall 
of 1900 with a freshman class of 19 students 
and one teacher. Arthur Harold Parker was 
appointed by the board to serve as the first 
principal. In 1939, Parker retired and the 
school was subsequently renamed in his 
honor. 

The school’s first graduation was held June 
3, 1904, at the historic 16th Street Baptist 
Church, which is now part of the Birmingham 
Civil Rights National Monument. Fifteen stu-
dents received diplomas at the ceremony. 

In September 1910, the school moved to a 
temporary location—the Lane Auditorium—and 
began offering skills for women such as sew-
ing, knitting, and child care. By that time the 
enrollment was about 100 students. Construc-
tion of a permanent facility began in 1923, and 
by 1929, the school had an industrial building, 
a library, and a gymnasium. By 1937, the 
school had an enrollment of over 2,700. 

The school continued to grow steadily to 
3,761 students in 1946. Due to the large num-
ber, the school became known as the ‘‘Largest 
High School for Negroes in the World.’’ 

In 2004, acclaimed journalist Michele Norris, 
host of All Things Considered with National 
Public Radio, chronicled Parker’s story in 
‘‘Parker High: Integration’s Unfulfilled Prom-
ise,’’ a look at the paradoxical effect integra-
tion had on all-black schools such as Parker. 
For Norris, the story is personal as her father 
and five uncles all attended Parker. 

Parker’s current principal, Darrell Hudson, 
assumed leadership of the school in 2013. 
Principal Hudson is a veteran educator of the 
Birmingham and Montgomery, AL, public 
school systems, who truly believes all students 
can learn through hard work, determination, 
and the right educational environment. He is a 
graduate of Alabama State University and Au-
burn University of Montgomery. 

Principal Hudson is a faithful member of 
Sixth Avenue Baptist Church in Birmingham, 
AL, and an active member with the Alabama 
State University National Alumni Association, 
as well as Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Prin-
cipal Hudson was also recently appointed to 
the Board of Directors for his Alma mater, Ala-
bama State University. 

Notable graduates of Parker include, among 
others, jazz music legends Sun Ra and Er-
skine Hawkins; Nell Carter, Tony award-win-
ning actress; Oscar Adams, Jr., the first Afri-
can American Alabama Supreme Court Jus-
tice; Arthur Shores, noted civil rights attorney; 
Alma Johnson Powell, wife of former Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell; Eric Bledsoe, star 
NBA player with the Phoenix Suns; and the 
current Mayor of Birmingham, William A. Bell. 

On behalf of the 7th Congressional District, 
the State of Alabama, and this nation, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing this 
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outstanding educational institution and its 117- 
year commitment to public education. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LASALLE COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the 
LaSalle County Historical Society’s Museum in 
Utica, Illinois. The LaSalle County Historical 
Society was formed in 1907 and acquired their 
first building, the 1848 Canal Warehouse in 
1967. Since then, the museum campus has 
grown to a one-room school house, a Heritage 
Center, a blacksmith shop, and a barn from 
1875. 

Their mission statement says ‘‘To search 
out, procure and preserve in permanent form, 
facts and data in the history of the County of 
LaSalle as related to persons, places and all 
objects therein. In order to meet said purpose, 
the primary duty of the Society shall be to dis-
cover, collect, and preserve any facts or relics 
pertaining to the history of LaSalle County and 
to encourage the study of LaSalle County her-
itage, its times and people.’’ 

The Museum spans the long and varied his-
tory of LaSalle County, including artifacts from 
the Native Americans and earliest settlers of 
this region to the carriage that Abraham Lin-
coln used to travel to the famous Lincoln- 
Douglas debate held in Ottawa, Illinois. 

The building itself, a nineteenth century 
warehouse situated along the historic I&M 
Canal, served as a warehouse for the local 
cement mill and a general store before be-
coming Utica’s first post office in 1849. The 
LaSalle County Historical Society saved the 
historic warehouse from destruction and now 
the region is one of the most popular Illinois 
vacation destinations with 2.2 million annual 
visitors. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 16th Congres-
sional District, the citizens of LaSalle County, 
and the millions who have enjoyed learning 
about the history of LaSalle County at the Mu-
seum, I sincerely congratulate them on achiev-
ing this milestone. The importance of pre-
serving and appreciating our history cannot be 
overlooked and the dedication of the LaSalle 
County Historical Society and all of their vol-
unteers is a key part of this time honored tra-
dition. I look forward to what they will accom-
plish in the next fifty years. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NORM 
ARCHIBALD 

HON. JODEY C. ARRINGTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor Norm Archibald, 
Mayor of the City of Abilene, Texas, ‘‘The Key 
City.’’ Norm is a native Texan from San Be-

nito. He and his wife Nancy have lived in Abi-
lene for more than forty years. When he is not 
representing Abilene as Mayor, Norm serves 
as Vice President of the Hendrick Health Sys-
tem in Abilene where he is responsible for the 
development of the Health System through the 
Hendrick Medical Center Foundation. He holds 
a bachelor’s and a master’s degree from 
Texas A&M University, a master’s degree from 
Abilene Christian University, and a doctorate 
degree from Texas Tech University. Norm is 
the father of two beautiful children, Bryan and 
Betsy, and grandfather to four grandchildren, 
Hunter, Hudson, Margaret, and Archer. During 
his childhood years, Norm achieved the rank 
of Eagle Scout, the highest rank attainable in 
the Boy Scouts of America. 

Even with his demanding professional ca-
reer, Norm has always carved out time to 
serve his community, especially through his 
work with the Abilene/Taylor County Health 
Board, the United Way, the YMCA, the Boy 
Scouts of America Board, Junior Achievement, 
the Military Affairs Committee of the Abilene 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Abilene Met-
ropolitan Planning Organization. More re-
cently, Norm has been serving our country 
through his membership on the EPA’s Local 
Government Advisory Committee. 

Norm became Mayor of Abilene in 2004 
after four years of serving on the Abilene City 
Council. He was re-elected in 2005, in 2008, 
in 2011, and again in 2014. Now, after seven-
teen years on the Abilene City Council and 
thirteen years as Mayor, Norm has chosen to 
step down to make way for new leadership. 
He has been a strong, effective, and pas-
sionate advocate for the values and interests 
that are important to Abilene and the Big 
Country. Mayor Archibald devoted his tenure 
to improving quality of life, long-term water re-
sources, Dyess Air Force Base, and local gov-
ernment. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Abilene and the 
people of our nation have been fortunate to 
have a man like Norm dedicate so much of his 
time, talents, and energy to building a better 
and stronger city. I ask that my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating Norm as he com-
pletes his successful tenure as Mayor of Abi-
lene and in thanking Norm and his wife, 
Nancy, for all their years of outstanding public 
service and exceptional contributions to the 
city of Abilene and the Big Country. 

f 

HONORING HUMBOLDT COUNTY 
SHERIFF MIKE DOWNEY 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Sheriff Mike Downey, a longtime 
member of Humboldt County’s law enforce-
ment community, on his retirement. 

Sheriff Downey’s service to Humboldt Coun-
ty has been exemplary. Mike moved his family 
to Humboldt County and first became a deputy 
sheriff in 1986. He was assigned to the Mari-
juana Eradication Team in 1988, earning sev-
eral awards for service to the Campaign 
Against Marijuana Planting. He was promoted 

to Field Training Officer in 1989, and then to 
Sheriff’s Corporal in 1992. In 1994, Mike was 
selected as Resident Deputy to Shelter Cove. 
Three years later, he was assigned as Sher-
iff’s Sergeant to the Garberville station, and 
was awarded the Outstation Deputy of the 
Year in 2000. In 2003, Mike was promoted to 
the rank of Sheriff’s Lieutenant in charge of 
North Area Command patrol operations. 

Mike’s professional development has been 
stellar over the tenure of his service. He was 
awarded every level of certification offered by 
the CA Commission on Peace Officer’s Stand-
ards and Training (POST), including Inter-
mediate, Advanced, Supervisory, Manage-
ment, and Executive Certificates, and grad-
uated from POST Command College. On May 
7, 2006, Mike was promoted to Undersheriff 
under Sheriff Gary Philp. He was elected as 
Sheriff of Humboldt County and took office on 
January 1, 2001. 

Sheriff Downey has been a role model for 
excellence in professionalism and community 
policing throughout his career. In addition to 
his professional contributions, he has served 
the Humboldt County community through the 
Eureka Rotary Club, The Red Cross board of 
Directors, as the President of the Law En-
forcement Chiefs Associations of Humboldt, 
and through the Board of Directors for the 
California State Sheriffs’ Association. 

Mr. Speaker, Sheriff Mike Downey’s commit-
ment to the safety and peace of Humboldt 
County is commendable and worthy of rec-
ognition. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
extending our congratulations to him. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
MCCREADY’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
McCready’s 3rd grade class at Franklin Road 
Christian School in Novi, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. McCready’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. McCready’s stu-
dents were eager to showcase their amazing 
artistic skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind 
program. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. 
McCready’s 3rd graders did not disappoint. 
Their creations are unique, innovative, and 
imaginative. Their colorful artwork embodies 
our country’s bright and promising future with 
these sharp young minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. McCready and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:41 May 05, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K04MY8.002 E04MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E605 May 4, 2017 
RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-

EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
SERGEANT (SGT) JOHN MCCLEL-
LAN SMITH 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Sergeant 
(SGT) John McClellan Smith who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our great nation 
on May 12, 2005, during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. SGT Smith was killed when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated near his 
convoy in Iskandariyah, Iraq. During his tour in 
Iraq, SGT Smith’s assignment was to train 
members of the Iraqi National Guard. 

SGT Smith was assigned to the 2nd Squad-
ron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort 
Irwin, California, which was attached to the 
155th BCT of Mississippi. He was a member 
of the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg 
before joining the California unit. SGT Smith 
was a JROTC cadet at New Hanover High 
School in Wilmington, North Carolina where 
he also played football, baseball, and lacrosse 
before graduating in 2000. 

During SGT Smith’s funeral, Brigadier Gen-
eral Mike Ferriter of the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion presented Smith’s mother, Judy Smith, 
with the Purple Heart, the Bronze Star, the 
Iraqi Campaign Medal, and the Global War on 
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal. 

Sergeant First Class Richard Mitchell of the 
82nd Airborne Division presented Mrs. Smith 
with the American flag. He told the Associated 
Press that SGT Smith was committed to serv-
ing his country. 

‘‘Smitty was a great soldier,’’ SFC Mitchell 
said. ‘‘He died doing what he wanted to do.’’ 

SGT Smith’s devotion to his nation will not 
be forgotten. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EDWARD W. 
STANKS, RECIPIENT OF THE 2017 
WYOMING VALLEY CHILDREN’S 
ASSOCIATION ‘‘MAKING A DIF-
FERENCE’’ AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Edward W. Stanks, Jr., CPA 
who will be honored on May 13 by the Wyo-
ming Valley Children’s Association. Ed will re-
ceive the 2017 ‘‘Making a Difference Award’’ 
for his continued involvement in the Children’s 
Association. Ed has served on the WVCA 
board as treasurer for over fifteen years. He 
has shared his knowledge, expertise, and 
countless hours of his time to help the children 
of northeastern Pennsylvania. 

Ed has worked as a Certified Public Ac-
countant for nearly four decades for compa-
nies like Coopers and Lybrand (now Price 
Waterhouse Coopers/PwC) and Baron, 
Strassmen & Co. (now Kronick, Kalada, 
Berdy, & Co., P.C.). Today, Ed owns and op-
erates his own accounting office in Kingston, 
Pennsylvania. In addition to serving the Wyo-
ming Valley Children’s Association, Ed is a 

member of the American Institute of CPAs and 
the Pennsylvania Institute of CPAs. He is the 
former president and treasurer of the Rotary 
Club of Kingston. He was also named a Paul 
Harris Fellow of the Kingston Rotary Club. Ed 
also serves as the treasurer of the Exodus 
Prison & Aftercare Ministry. He belongs to St. 
Therese’s Parish in Shavertown, where he 
serves on the finance council and helps with 
the music ministry. 

It is an honor to recognize Ed Stanks, Jr. for 
his service to the Wyoming Valley Children 
Association, an outstanding organization help-
ing to provide the therapeutic support needed 
to give all of the children in northeastern 
Pennsylvania a quality early childhood edu-
cation. I am truly grateful for his efforts. 

f 

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HEMINGWAY 
INTERNATIONAL YACHT CLUB, 
HAVANA, CUBA 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, the Ocean 
Passages maritime educational program and 
the state of Maine, home port of the schooner 
Harvey Gamage, would like to congratulate 
Commodore Lic. José Miguel Diaz Escrich 
and the Hemingway International Yacht Club 
of Havana, Cuba, on the occasion of its 25th 
Anniversary, being celebrated this month. 

For 25 years, the Hemingway International 
Yacht Club has welcomed scores of inter-
national visitors from around the world—and 
consistently promoted stronger ties between 
Cuba and the United States through coopera-
tive sailing and maritime programs. 

Drawing on the long history of shared 
Cuban-American nautical traditions, symbol-
ized above all by Ernest Hemingway’s love of 
the sea and his adoption of Cuba as his sec-
ond country, the Hemingway International 
Yacht Club has sought to keep alive the im-
portance of Cuba’s rich marine heritage. 

The schooner Harvey Gamage first sailed 
into Marina Hemingway in Havana in Feburary 
2016—and members of the Ocean Passages 
program have worked closely with Com-
modore Escrich in promoting the participation 
of American sport fishing boats in the annual 
Hemingway International Billfishing Tour-
nament. 

As Ocean Passages grows its educational 
and training programs in Cuban waters, we 
look forward to deepening that cooperation 
across the ocean we share. As the Maine poet 
Richard Blanco wrote in Cosas del Mar on the 
occasion of the restoration of bilateral diplo-
matic relations: 
. . . Today, the sea still telling us, 
the end to all our doubts and fears 
is to gaze into the lucid blues of our shared 

horizon, 
to breathe together, to heal together. 

Ernest Hemingway donated his 1954 Nobel 
Literature prize medal to the people of Cuba, 
saying ‘‘this award belongs to the people of 
Cuba, because my works were created and 
conceived in Cuba, in my village of Cojimar, of 
which I am a citizen.’’ 

It is in that spirit that Ocean Passages and 
the state of Maine congratulate Commodore 

Escrich and the Hemingway International 
Yacht Club and look forward to fruitful co-
operation for many years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. DAILY’S 
3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. Dai-
ly’s 3rd grade class at Garfield Elementary in 
Livonia, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Daily’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Daily’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Daily’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Daily and the young 
artists she has the pleasure of teaching. 

f 

CELEBRATING CHARLOTTE 
ZIMMERMAN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate Charlotte Zimmerman, 
who turned 90 years young today. Charlotte is 
an active member of Hadassah in South Flor-
ida and a beloved mother of four, grandmother 
of six, and great-grandmother of four. 

Throughout her life Charlotte is an example 
to us all, staying healthy and aging with grace. 
She is a patron of the arts, including ballet, 
drama, music, and opera. She grew up in 
Richmond Hill, New York and now lives in 
Boca Raton, Florida. 

I join with Charlotte’s friends and family in 
celebrating her birthday. I wish her good 
health and continued success in the coming 
year. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF FIRE CHIEF KEVIN D. SUTTON 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the life and legacy of 
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Fairfield, AL, Fire Chief Kevin D. Sutton. Chief 
Sutton was a native of Birmingham, AL, who 
tragically passed in an auto accident on April 
30, 2017. His seasoned leadership, engaging 
personality, and heart for his community will 
certainly be missed. 

Chief Sutton attended Birmingham public 
schools and was a 1981 graduate of Phillips 
High School. Upon graduation, he pursued 
higher education at Mississippi Valley State 
University on an academic and football schol-
arship. Chief Sutton would later receive a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Public Safety 
Administration from Athens State University. 

Chief Sutton served with the City of Fair-
field, AL, for 23 years, the previous 13 years 
as Fire Chief. Prior to serving as Fire Chief, 
he served the city as a firefighter then as the 
city’s Fire Marshal. Under his leadership, Fair-
field Fire Department became an integral part-
ner with the Fairfield community. Chief Sutton 
coordinated several programs in the city for 
seniors and children, including the annual 
‘‘Safety is Fun Day,’’ which involves all city 
and private elementary schools in Fairfield. 
Chief Sutton also led the department’s involve-
ment in charitable works such as the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association’s ‘‘Boot Drive,’’ which 
collects money for Jerry’s Kids. 

Previously, Chief Sutton served on the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the State Fire Marshal’s 
Association and was the past President of the 
Central Alabama Fire Chief’s Association. He 
also served on the Executive Committee of 
the Alabama Fire Chief’s Association, and was 
the immediate past president of the Board of 
Directors for Better Basics, a nonprofit that 
provides literacy intervention, enrichment pro-
grams, and educational opportunities for ele-
mentary and middle-school students through-
out Alabama. Chief Sutton was also a proud 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

Chief Sutton is survived by his wife, Phyllis, 
and daughters, Tabathia Norman, Karmen 
Patterson, and Taylor Sutton. 

On a personal note, I will also remember 
Chief Sutton’s warm smile, generous heart 
and servant leadership. Although he left us too 
soon, his family should find comfort in the ex-
emplary life he led. Chief Sutton made a tre-
mendous impact on our community that will 
have a lasting significance. Chief Sutton will 
live on in the hearts and minds of the many 
people he touched. 

On behalf of the 7th Congressional District, 
the State of Alabama, and this nation, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing Fire 
Chief Kevin D. Sutton—an outstanding servant 
leader who faithfully served the Fairfield, AL 
community. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR THE PEOPLE OF 
ETHIOPIA 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to the continued and troubling 
pattern of repression committed by the Gov-
ernment of Ethiopia against its own citizens, 
and to express our support to the people of 
that country in their efforts to bring about 
peaceful reform to ensure their basic human 
rights as guaranteed by the Ethiopian constitu-

tion. To that end, my colleagues and I have in-
troduced a bi-partisan resolution expressing 
support for the people of Ethiopia and asking 
the Ethiopian government to take solid steps 
to address these many violations. 

On March 9th, the House Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee held hearings to discuss this 
important issue and what the United States 
can do to bring about positive change in Ethi-
opia. Among those who testified is a man from 
my own district, Deacon Yoseph Tafari of the 
St. Mary’s Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo 
Church located in Aurora, Colorado, who grew 
up in Ethiopia and has seen first-hand the 
daily struggle of those living in abject poverty 
and under government oppression. Deacon 
Yoseph was forced to flee Ethiopia in 1976 
and came to the U.S. as a refugee. Since 
then, both he and all of the courageous mem-
bers of the Ethiopian community in my district, 
including the Oromo and Amharas, have 
worked tirelessly to organize and help those 
still suffering from repression in their home 
country, and to bring crucial international 
awareness to their plight. 

Every day, Ethiopian-Americans bring im-
portant contributions and valuable diversity not 
only to my district, but all across America. I 
want to make clear that we support them and 
stand by them in these times of hardship. I 
represent the largest Ethiopian community in 
Colorado, and I will continue to monitor the sit-
uation in Ethiopia closely as well as continue 
working with local community leaders to raise 
awareness of this important issue and bring 
relief to the Ethiopian people. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER MA-
RINE LANCE CORPORAL (LCPL) 
CASEY LYNNE CASANOVA 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Marine Lance Cor-
poral (LCpl) Casey Lynne Casanova who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our great 
nation on May 2, 2008, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. LCpl Casanova was killed along 
with three other Marines when a roadside 
bomb was detonated while they were on patrol 
in Karmah, Iraq. Also killed were Sergeant 
Glen E. Martinez of Boulder, Colorado; Cor-
poral James Kimple of Amanda, Ohio; and 
Corporal Miguel A. Guzman of Norwalk, Cali-
fornia. 

LCpl Casanova was assigned to the Com-
bat Logistics Battalion 1, Combat Logistics 
Regiment 1, 1st Marine Logistics Group, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, 
California. LCpl Casanova served as a field 
radio operator. This was her first deployment 
to Iraq. 

LCpl Casanova grew up in McComb, Mis-
sissippi, where she sang in the chorus at Bass 
Memorial Academy in Purvis and played mul-
tiple musical instruments in the high school 
band. 

LCpl Casanova’s mother, Paula Carruth, 
shared that Casey decided to enlist in the U.S. 
Marine Corps while she was attending South-
west Community College in Summit, Mis-
sissippi. 

‘‘Casey had a servant’s heart,’’ Paula said. 
‘‘She wanted to serve, and the military allowed 
her to do that.’’ 

Paula says her daughter’s death was a trag-
edy, but triumph rose out of tragedy during a 
memorial service attended by more than 1,000 
people. The service was held at New Heights 
Baptist Church in McComb. 

‘‘It became so huge and overwhelming,’’ 
Paula said. ‘‘My community was and still is so 
amazing.’’ 

This summer, a portion of Highway 98 in 
Pike County will be named in LCpl Casa-
nova’s honor. 

LCpl Casanova is survived by her mother, 
Paula Carruth, and grandparents, John Paul 
and Kitty Carruth. 

LCpl Casanova devoted her life to military 
service. Her determination to serve will not be 
forgotten. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
ROLLINS’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Rollins’s 3rd grade class at Garfield Elemen-
tary in Livonia, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Rollins’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Rollins’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Rollins’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional District office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Rollins and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
JOSEPH S. MILLER 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the passing of a Capitol Hill icon, 
Joseph S. Miller, described by The Oregonian 
in 1987 as the dean of lobbyists in the nation’s 
capital who specialized in Pacific Northwest 
issues. Joe was a seminal figure in Northwest 
politics and became well-known in Wash-
ington, D.C. His career spanned over 70 
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years, and he earned a reputation for having 
great political insight and courage. 

Joe was a respected journalist and came 
from the infamous Class of 1943 at the Uni-
versity of Oregon, which included Les Ander-
son, Jeff Kitchens, Aaron U. Jones, and Bill 
Roth, Jr. After serving in the Army in the Aleu-
tian Islands during World War II, he wrote for 
Northwest newspapers. He covered drama, lit-
erature, labor, politics, sports, and music. One 
weekend, he covered a heavyweight fight, a 
college football game, and the Seattle Sym-
phony. The next day he ran into the president 
of the symphony, who said, ‘‘Joe, last night I 
thought I went to a symphony concert, but 
when I read your review this morning I knew 
I’d been to a title fight instead.’’ Gradually, pol-
itics and labor issues became Joe’s focus. 

In 1958, Joe moved his wife Rosalie Daggy 
Miller and their two daughters from Seattle to 
Washington, D.C., to become the executive di-
rector of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee. He helped elect many Democratic 
senators, including Senators Ed Muskie, Gay-
lord Nelson, Bill Proxmire, and Frank Church. 
Later he advised the presidential election of 
John F. Kennedy. The Washington Post once 
called him the Democrats’ answer to Madison 
Avenue. Senator Dick Neuberger said of Joe 
that he ‘‘would never base a campaign on per-
sonal malice or an appeal to a hate element. 
His politics are never bitter.’’ 

Joe had an almost encyclopedic memory for 
details and always told it like it was. These tal-
ents usually served him well as he rep-
resented clients such as the Marine Engineers 
Beneficial Association, United Steelworkers of 
America, American Association of Railroads, 
Port of Portland, Western Forest Industries 
Association, and Association of Oregon and 
California Land Grant Counties. 

A life-long Democrat, Joe had great friend-
ships and professional relationships with many 
Republicans. As he once said, ‘‘We would 
hash out issues all day long, but when 5 
o’clock came, we were all on the same side.’’ 
Joe and his second wife, Erna Wahl Miller, 
personal secretary to Senator Henry ‘‘Scoop’’ 
Jackson, were valued friends and hosts to 
many in their home on Capitol Hill until Erna’s 
death in 2004. 

In 2008, Joe’s memoir, The Wicked Wine of 
Democracy, was published by the University 
of Washington Press. The book is a candid 
look at politics from the 1950s onward. Joe 
wanted to call his memoir When Politics Was 
Fun, but the UW Press, publishing the book 
as a potential political-science text, had other 
ideas. 

For over 40 years, Joe met for lunch every 
Friday at the Irish Times on Capitol Hill with a 
drop-in group of old and new friends. He re-
spected ‘‘the wit and wisdom of his Friday 
lunch gang,’’ which represented a wide range 
of political thought. Joe’s ability to listen to 
other points of view and to find common 
ground kept his voice relevant and in demand 
throughout his life. 

Joe was a great believer in the ‘‘American 
Political Way’’ and said, ‘‘We have overcome 
many challenges over two centuries and have 
always emerged a stronger and more demo-
cratic nation as a result.’’ 

Thanks to Joe Miller for his dedication and 
contributions to the political process. His posi-
tive outlook and ability to adapt to changing 
times, even in his 90s, will be missed. 

OPPOSITION OF TRUMPCARE’S 
HIGHER COSTS, LESS COVERAGE, 
AND FEWER PROTECTIONS 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, the 
GOP healthcare bill today marks a dis-
appointing abdication of now more than 50 
years of work to invest in the health care of 
our citizens. The bill strips coverage from at 
least 24 million Americans. WHAT A SHAME. 

This GOP bill is being rushed to passage 
without an updated CBO score. My Repub-
lican colleagues should be ashamed of them-
selves for playing such silly, political games 
with the health of the American people and 1/ 
6th of the American economy. 

In my home state of Alabama, this GOP bill 
will exacerbate the cost of uncompensated 
care, which already exceeds $694 million an-
nually in Alabama. Alabama’s hospitals collec-
tively would see an increase of more than $97 
million (at least) in uncompensated care costs 
due to the coverage losses in this bill. 

This GOP bill will gut Medicaid, which is the 
single largest insurer for children in America. 
It is a lifeline for disabled and nursing home 
patients across my district and across this 
country yet this GOP bill slashes Medicaid by 
more than $800 billion. 

This GOP bill will be devastating to Amer-
ica’s hospitals. Children’s Hospital of Alabama, 
for example, is projected to lose $752 million 
in Medicaid revenues through 2026 under this 
bill. In 2018, the hospital would lose $1.4 mil-
lion in uncompensated care costs. I am hon-
ored to represent UAB here in Congress, 
which is Alabama’s largest employer and is 
set to lose $613 million in Medicaid revenues. 
Bad debt would increase by 90 million a year 
for the hospital. The CEO of UAB health, Dr. 
Will Ferniany, says the bill is ‘‘bad for Ala-
bama, bad for older people, bad for Alabama 
hospitals, and bad for the poor.’’ 

The good, hard-working people of America 
have much to lose under this GOP bill. 

Our rural hospitals can absolutely NOT af-
ford these cuts as this GOP bill will only wors-
en the rural hospital closure crisis. Almost 80 
percent of rural hospital closures since 2010 
have occurred in states that haven’t expanded 
Medicaid under the ACA. As Representative of 
a state with one of the most bare-bones Med-
icaid programs in the country, I know full well 
that capping and cutting Medicaid is not the 
direction we want to go in. 

Our sacred responsibility to make strategic 
investments in the health of every American 
has the stark and immediate urgency of right 
and wrong. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against this 
harmful GOP bill, which will result in higher 
costs, less coverage, and fewer protections. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF DR. JEREMY GREEN 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in honor of Dr. Jeremy Green of Green Bay, 

Wisconsin, and his more than five decades of 
service to the people of Northeast Wisconsin. 

When he graduated from at the University of 
the Witwatersrand in South Africa, he couldn’t 
have known how far his journey as a physi-
cian would take him or how many thousands 
of lives he would touch. From Johannesburg, 
Dr. Green began his remarkable personal and 
professional journey by heading to post-
graduate work in Belfast and London, then at 
Boston City Hospital, Jersey City Medical Cen-
ter, Cincinnati General Hospital and in the City 
of Melbourne, Australia. 

But it was when he reached Green Bay in 
1964 that he knew he had found his real 
home. He and his wife, Elizabeth, a British 
nurse, raised their family in Green Bay and 
then joined them as American citizens in 
1995. 

Over the years, he helped launch the Green 
Bay Area Free Clinic, UW-Green Bay’s stu-
dent health services and health services for 
the university’s athletic teams. 

Beyond his medical service, his contribu-
tions to community organizations in Northeast 
Wisconsin are simply too many to recount 
here. 

Dr. Green has been honored by groups 
ranging from the Northeastern Wisconsin Afri-
can-American Association to the State Medical 
Society of Wisconsin, from the Neville Public 
Museum to Scholarships, Inc. In 1987, he re-
ceived the Chancellor’s Award for Lifetime 
Service from UW-Green Bay and in 2000, he 
received the NFL Community Quarterback 
Award from the Green Bay Packers. 

In coming days, Dr. Green will step down 
from active practice in Green Bay. However, 
just as he always has, he will continue to 
serve his community and pursue his many in-
terests. We would expect nothing less from 
that young South African physician who some-
how found his way to Northeast Wisconsin, 
raising a proud family and lifting the lives of 
countless Americans along the way. 

f 

CELEBRATING FRED RISSER’S 
90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise along with my colleague, Rep. GWEN 
MOORE, to celebrate the 90th Birthday of Wis-
consin State Senator Fred Risser on May 5, 
2017. Born in Madison, Wisconsin in 1927, 
Mr. Risser was elected to Wisconsin’s Assem-
bly in 1956 and the Senate in 1962. He is cur-
rently the nation’s longest-serving state legis-
lator, and shows no sign of slowing down any-
time soon. 

Born and raised in Madison, Senator Risser 
is the fourth generation of his family to serve 
in the Wisconsin Legislature. His father, Fred 
E. Risser, grandfather, Ernest Warner, and 
great-grandfather Clement Warner, were all 
dedicated public servants. 

Mr. Risser joined the Navy just prior to his 
18th birthday. Trained as a medic, Mr. Risser 
spent time in Newport, R.I., then in Panama 
before he returned to the United States. Mr. 
Risser was educated in the Madison public 
schools, and then used the GI Bill to attend 
Carleton College and the University of Wis-
consin-Madison (where he earned a B.A.), and 
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the law school of the University of Oregon. He 
then practiced law with his father before enter-
ing public service. 

Wisconsin is fortunate to have a great lead-
er like Fred Risser. Throughout his extraor-
dinary career, he has served his constituents 
and his community diligently. It is our great 
honor to join Fred’s wife Nancy, children and 
grandchildren, his many friends, and our col-
leagues in the House of Representatives, in 
wishing Fred a happy 90th birthday—and 
many more years. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. KUHN’S 
3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Kuhn’s 3rd grade class at Hickory Woods Ele-
mentary in Novi, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Kuhn’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Kuhn’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Kuhn’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Kuhn and the young 
artists she has the pleasure of teaching. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
CONGRESSMAN DAWSON MATHIS 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with my colleagues, Senator 
JOHNNY ISAKSON, Congressman SANFORD 
BISHOP, Congressman BARRY LOUDERMILK, 
Congressman RICK ALLEN, and Congressman 
TOM GRAVES, to remember the life of former 
Georgia Congressman Dawson Mathis, who 
passed away on April 17, 2017. Today, we 
honor Dawson’s life, remember his spirit, and 
thank him and his family for their meaningful 
contributions to the state of Georgia. 

Born in Nashville, Georgia, Dawson Mathis 
attended South Georgia College before he 
moved to Albany, Georgia in 1964 to work at 
WALB–TV, where he served as the network’s 
news director until 1970. Even at a young age, 
it was clear that Dawson had a knack for com-

municating with and representing all walks of 
Georgians, a trait that only shined more as 
Dawson began his political career. 

From 1971 until 1981, Dawson served as 
the Representative for Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District. During his time in Con-
gress, Dawson was known as a witty southern 
Democrat who could work cordially with Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle. As a legislator, 
Dawson was a gifted politician, but always a 
true statesman. Despite his success in work-
ing in the highest levels of government, Daw-
son never grew too proud to forget who he 
was. He was always known to be open and 
accessible, willing to talk to local reporters and 
constituents for hours on end. Amidst the 
hustle and bustle of Capitol Hill, Dawson 
never lost sight of advocating for the best in-
terests of the Georgians he represented, and 
the legacy he left still benefits the people of 
Southwest Georgia today. 

Dawson was one of a kind, and his decade 
of public service greatly benefitted our state. 
Our thoughts are with his family and friends 
during this time as they remember the great 
man he was. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
STAFF SERGEANT (SSG) TOMMY 
SEARY LITTLE 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Army Staff Sergeant 
(SSG) Tommy Seary Little who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice while defending our nation on 
May 2, 2005, during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
SSG Little died at the Brooke Army Medical 
Center in San Antonio, Texas from injuries 
sustained on April 19 when an improvised ex-
plosive device detonated near his Humvee 
outside Iskandariyah, Iraq. Sergeant Terrance 
A. Elizenberry of Clinton, Sergeant Wyman H. 
Jones of Columbus, Private First Class Ste-
phen B. Brooks of Columbus, and Sergeant 
First Class Grayson ‘‘Norris’’ Galatas of Merid-
ian were also injured in the explosion. 

SSG Little, an Aliceville, Alabama native 
and the youngest of 11 children, was assigned 
to the 2nd Battalion, 114th Field Artillery Regi-
ment, Mississippi Army National Guard, Co-
lumbus, Mississippi. SSG Little joined the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard after he grad-
uated Aliceville High School. 

According to an Associated Press news arti-
cle, Major General Harold A. Cross, Adjutant 
General of the Mississippi Army National 
Guard, said members of the Guard would 
mourn the loss of this brave soldier. Mis-
sissippi Governor Haley Barbour said his fam-
ily was deeply saddened by another death of 
a member of the Guard serving in Iraq. 

SSG Little’s brother, Jack Little says his 
brother was liked by all. 

‘‘He was easy to get along with,’’ Jack said. 
‘‘If he could help, Tommy always would. He 
loved the Army.’’ 

SSG Little’s sister, Ruth Henderson, said 
her brother was dedicated to the Army. 

‘‘He was a hard worker,’’ Ruth said. ‘‘He 
was also a great father.’’ 

SSG Little is survived by his wife, Patricia; 
his daughter, Ashley; his mother Lue Della Lit-

tle; his siblings, Otis Roosevelt Little, Louise 
Murray, Alfred Little, Eddie Lee Little, Idella 
Little, Lillie Hutton, Jack Little, Ruth Hender-
son, Eddie Dean Little, and Bessie Hinton. 

The National Guard Armory in Ackerman, 
Mississippi was named in honor of SSG Little. 
His sacrifice will always be remembered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARY AND DAVID 
BOIES 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Mary and David Boies, who will be hon-
ored by United Way of Westchester and Put-
nam with the Spirit of Caring Award for their 
leadership, commitment to community, and 
willingness to help others. 

Mary Boies has had a successful career in 
law and currently serves as Counsel to Boies, 
Schiller & Flexner LLP, where she specializes 
in antitrust and corporate commercial litigation. 
Her prior positions include General Counsel of 
the U.S. Civil Aeronautics Board, Assistant Di-
rector of the Domestic Policy Staff at the 
White House, and Counsel to the U.S. Senate 
Commerce Committee. Ms. Boies was also a 
member of a non-partisan, professional Com-
mittee that reviewed federal judicial nominees. 
In each of these roles, she has always sought 
to do what is right and best for others. 

Outside of her work in law, she has also 
worked to support children’s educational soft-
ware. She was the founder of MaryBoies Soft-
ware Inc., which developed Top of the Key 
and Slam Dunk Typing. Both programs were 
recognized as some of the top pieces of chil-
dren’s educational software and have been 
translated into numerous languages for inter-
national distribution. Additionally, she has 
served on the Board of Directors of the Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations, the Board of Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology’s Center for 
International Studies, as well as the Board of 
Visitors that oversees the U.S. Air Force 
School of Advanced Air and Space Studies, 
the Air Force Research Institute, the Air War 
College, the National Security Space Institute, 
and the Air Force Institute of Technology. 

Mr. Boies has also had a distinguished legal 
career with recognition from many including as 
one of the ‘‘100 Most Influential People in the 
World’’ by Time Magazine. Currently Chairman 
of Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP, he previously 
served as Chief Counsel and Staff Director of 
the United States Senate Antitrust Sub-
committee and held similar roles on the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee. He was Special Trial 
Counsel for the United States Department of 
Justice in its antitrust suit against Microsoft 
and lead counsel for Vice President Al Gore in 
litigation following the 2000 Presidential Elec-
tion. Mr. Boies served as co-lead counsel for 
plaintiffs in Perry v. Brown, which established 
for the first time the federal constitutional right 
for gay and lesbian citizens to marry. 

Mr. Boies is a member of Phi Beta Kappa; 
a Fellow of the American College Trial Law-
yers and the International Academy of Trial 
Lawyers; and a Trustee of Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory, New York University Law School 
Foundation, and St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital 
Center. 
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Mr. Speaker, in addition to their truly re-

markable careers in law, Mary and David 
Boies have also contributed their time, talents, 
and financially in service of others. I commend 
their outstanding work, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating them on 
the Spirit of Caring Award. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
WECKSTEIN’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Weckstein’s 3rd grade class at Hickory Woods 
Elementary in Novi, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Weckstein’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Weckstein’s stu-
dents were eager to showcase their amazing 
artistic skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind 
program. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. 
Weckstein’s 3rd graders did not disappoint. 
Their creations are unique, innovative, and 
imaginative. Their colorful artwork embodies 
our country’s bright and promising future with 
these sharp young minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Weckstein and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF UNIVERSITY 
OF OREGON ASSISTANT VICE 
PRESIDENT AND UNIVERSITY 
REGISTRAR SUE EVELAND 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize University of Oregon Assistant Vice 
President and University Registrar Sue 
Eveland who is retiring after fourteen years of 
service to the university. 

Ms. Eveland has been an invaluable mem-
ber of the UO community since she was first 
hired in 2001 and subsequently with her ap-
pointment as the Interim University Registrar 
in 2008 and later University Registrar. 

During this time, Ms. Eveland also served 
as President of both the Pacific Association of 
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers 
(PACRAO) and the Oregon Association of 
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers 
(OrACRAO), demonstrating her commitment 
not only to University of Oregon faculty, stu-
dents and staff, but also to her colleagues na-
tionwide. Prior to her career at the University 

of Oregon, Ms. Eveland spent 17 years at 
Iowa State University, serving in various roles 
in the Offices of Admissions and the Registrar. 

Colleagues report that Ms. Eveland has 
shown herself to be innovative and effective, 
bringing opportunities for staff development, 
growth and collaboration into each of her 
roles. Alongside her team at the UO, she was 
able to implement online grading, online 
course evaluations, an online graduation appli-
cation and a schedule builder, among other ef-
ficiencies. Her work has continually simplified 
and improved the lives of the students she 
serves. Her colleagues say she encourages 
her staff to keep perspective, remain positive, 
be creative and have fun. 

Sue Eveland retires from the University of 
Oregon having dedicated nearly two decades 
to improving services for students. I join with 
the University of Oregon in recognizing Sue 
Eveland for her contributions to higher edu-
cation, and I congratulate her for her many 
years of exemplary service. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF TOYOTA 
MOTOR NORTH AMERICA ON THE 
DATE OF ITS SUPPLIER CENTER 
GRAND OPENING 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Toyota Motor North America on the 
date of the Toyota Supplier Center and Proto-
type Development Facility grand opening. Toy-
ota Motor North America has been a strong 
partner to southeast Michigan by utilizing our 
state’s automotive expertise to help produce 
its next generation of automobiles. 

Originally established in July 1977, Toyota 
Motor North America’s Research and Develop-
ment has contributed significantly to the lead-
ership of southeast Michigan as a leader in 
automotive engineering, driving important 
breakthroughs in automotive design and safe-
ty. Toyota employs approximately 1,440 indi-
viduals in its Ann Arbor and York Township fa-
cilities whose work has critical input to many 
of Toyota’s most popular vehicles. These fa-
cilities collectively have contributed to the ve-
hicle development of many of Toyota’s most 
popular vehicles, including the 2014 Tundra 
and 2015 Camry designs, and its advanced 
research and prototype development efforts 
continue to serve as a critical source of inno-
vation for the company at large. 

Toyota Motor North America’s significant in-
vestment in expanding and upgrading its Ann 
Arbor and York Township engineering facilities 
underscores the importance of the 
groundbreaking research and development 
being done here. The expansion of the 
powertrain development facility in Ann Arbor 
Township, as well as further improvements to 
the York Township site, will allow a continu-
ation of the successful partnership between 
Toyota and the State of Michigan. The tal-
ented and educated southeast Michigan work-
force, combined with Toyota’s new facilities 
and additional resources, will help ensure that 
Michigan’s automotive industry remains a 
worldwide leader in the coming decades. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Toyota Motor North America and 

Mr. Toyoda during the grand opening of the 
Toyota Supplier Center and Prototype Devel-
opment Facility expansion. This critical invest-
ment will leverage Michigan’s talented work-
force to conduct cutting-edge automotive re-
search and development. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HOLY CROSS LU-
THERAN CHURCH 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Holy Cross Lutheran Church of 
Ste. Genevieve, Missouri on the occasion of 
its 150th Anniversary. 

The congregation was founded in 1867 and 
work began that year on its church building 
which was completed in 1869. In celebrating 
its momentous anniversary, the congregation 
is highlighting three words: Survival, Revival 
and Vital. They want to emphasize all the 
church at 200 Market Street has overcome to 
survive this century and a half, to commit to 
reviving the congregation’s presence in Ste. 
Genevieve and to celebrate how vital the 
church and the message of Jesus Christ re-
mains. 

Known for its historic altar donated to the 
church in 1950, the congregation now aver-
ages about 50 people in its worship services. 
They remain dedicated to proclaiming the 
Gospel message and reaching out to the peo-
ple of Ste. Genevieve. 

For continuing its work of proclaiming the 
Good News of Jesus Christ through 150 years 
of change and challenge, it is my great pleas-
ure to honor Holy Cross Lutheran Church of 
Ste. Genevieve, Missouri today before the 
United States House of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MS. DEBORAH COTTON 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Ms. Deborah Cotton, a 
New Orleans writer and cultural advocate. Ms. 
Cotton, affectionately known as ‘‘Big Red Cot-
ton,’’ passed away on May 2, 2017, at the age 
of 52. 

Ms. Cotton was raised in Texas and Okla-
homa. She attended San Francisco State Uni-
versity, majoring in the field of African-Amer-
ican studies, before moving to Los Angeles, 
where she worked as a union organizer. 

In June 2005, not long before Hurricane 
Katrina struck, Ms. Cotton moved to New Or-
leans, Louisiana. She instantly immersed her-
self in the city’s culture and communities. Ms. 
Cotton became known for her writing about 
second-lines, brass bands, Mardi Gras Indian 
practices and many other events in New Orle-
ans. She blogged, tweeted, and filmed nearly 
every Sunday second-line parade. Though Ms. 
Cotton was not from New Orleans, her writing 
helped her to forge better relationships among 
the city, police, and the parading clubs. 
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On May 12, 2013, when shooting broke out 

in the 7th Ward during the annual parade of 
the Original Big 7 Social Aid and Pleasure 
Club, Ms. Cotton was filming. Of the 19 peo-
ple shot that day, Ms. Cotton was among 
those wounded, suffering grave internal inju-
ries that would ultimately take her life. 

Ms. Cotton loved the city and the people of 
New Orleans enough that, even when the 
worst happened to her, she responded with 
compassion and inspired others to do the 
same. She dedicated herself to continuing to 
live life with joy and compassion. She forgave 
the individual who shot her and spent time 
getting to know him as a person. She also 
dedicated herself to providing a clear-eyed 
look at the problem of violence in our commu-
nities. 

Ms. Cotton’s legacy will forever be a part of 
the city and her dedication to community em-
bodies the spirit of New Orleans. Ms. Cotton’s 
survivors include her mother, Carolee Reed, 
and two sisters. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the life and legacy 
of Ms. Deborah Cotton, a beloved daughter, 
sister, and example to aspiring writers every-
where. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
MURRAY’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Murray’s 3rd grade class at Hickory Woods El-
ementary in Novi, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Murray’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Murray’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Murray’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Murray and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
SERGEANT (SGT) JOSHUA SHANE 
LADD 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Mississippi 
soldier Army Sergeant (SGT) Joshua Shane 
Ladd who paid the ultimate sacrifice while de-
fending our nation on May 1, 2004, during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. SGT Ladd, a Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard soldier, was 
killed when a rocket-propelled grenade struck 
his vehicle outside of Mosul, Iraq. 

SGT Ladd, a Port Gibson native, was as-
signed to the 367th Maintenance Company, 
Army National Guard, Dekalb, Mississippi. 
SGT Ladd volunteered for service shortly after 
his unit was mobilized in 2003. According to 
an article published in The Neshoba Democrat 
in January 2005, SGT Ladd was honored by 
an overflow crowd during a memorial service 
held on May 7 at the McClain-Hays Funeral 
Home. Outside of the funeral home, many 
people held flags and lined the streets which 
led to the Eastlawn Cemetery where SGT 
Ladd was laid to rest with full military honors. 

Major General Harold A. Cross, Adjutant 
General of the Mississippi National Guard, 
posthumously presented SGT Ladd with a 
Bronze Star for meritorious service and a Pur-
ple Heart. The newspaper article states that 
Major General Cross presented the Mississippi 
Magnolia Cross for meritorious service, saying 
SGT Ladd distinguished himself by making the 
ultimate sacrifice. Mississippi Governor Haley 
Barbour would later award SGT Ladd with the 
Mississippi Medal of Valor. 

‘‘He always wanted to be in the military and 
shoot big guns,’’ SGT Ladd’s cousin, Debbie 
Chisholm, said to the Associated Press. ‘‘He 
wanted to be a soldier since he was a little 
boy.’’ 

SGT Ladd is survived by his parents, Randy 
and Deborah Ladd. 

SGT Ladd’s service will always be remem-
bered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. RUTH LIFE, EDU-
CATOR, FRIEND, AND COMMU-
NITY ACTIVIST 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I have been fortunate to have known many 
outstanding people during my lifetime, but 
never have I known a more outstanding, more 
passionate, more consistent, more reliable or 
more giving of herself than Ms. Ruth Life, 
whom I met in the 1960s. I met Ms. Life dur-
ing the time when community activism was at 
a seriously high level. 

Ms. Life, like many of our generation, were 
actively engaged in efforts to make life better 
for the people who lived in the communities 
where we lived and worked. Many of the work-
shops, forums, training sessions and meetings 
which I attended, Ms. Life would be present 

and participating. We were working in District 
10 where Mr. Joseph Rosen was Super-
intendent of schools and Mrs. Ida Mae (MA) 
Fletcher was the leading school activist. As 
time went on, I left the teaching profession but 
continued to run into Ms. Life at meetings and 
church activities. When it came to teaching, 
none were better, as an Assistant Principal 
she was creative, encouraging and imagina-
tive. When you walked into the Roswell B. 
Mason Elementary School, you knew that 
teachers were teaching and students were 
learning. 

Thirty-eight years is a long time to teach 
and educate, but a lifetime of service to hu-
manity through church, the Peoples Church of 
the Harvest Church of God in Christ and the 
Peoples Community Development Association 
of Chicago Inc. and other organizations. 

I can almost hear the Master speaking to 
her, well done my good and faithful servant. 
You have done exceptionally well here on 
earth, come on up. I welcome you into the 
bosom of Abraham where you can rest in 
peace. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE PRE-DISASTER 
MITIGATION REAUTHORIZATION 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to introduce a bill to amend the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to reauthorize the pre- 
disaster hazard mitigation program. 

First authorized in 2000, the pre-disaster 
hazard mitigation program has a proven his-
tory of saving taxpayer money by investing in 
cost effective projects that are designed to re-
duce injuries, loss of life, and damage and de-
struction of property in the event of a disaster. 
As the old adage goes: an ounce of preven-
tion is worth its weight in gold. 

This is true for the pre-disaster hazard miti-
gation program. The Multi Hazard Mitigation 
Council of the National Institute of Building 
Sciences has found that for every $1 spent on 
mitigation, $4 were saved in potential disaster 
costs. Other benefits and indirect savings at 
the local level and within the business sector 
were also identified. Moreover, the Congres-
sional Budget Office confirmed the cost sav-
ings of the program. Using a different analysis, 
the CBO found in 2007 that for every $1 spent 
on mitigation, $3 was saved in potential dis-
aster costs. 

But it is not just empirical studies that have 
confirmed the benefits of this program. There 
are numerous examples of flood control 
projects, voluntary acquisitions of real property 
located in flood zones, and the construction of 
safe rooms that have saved lives and pre-
vented future damage. Areas that have experi-
enced flood damage in the past, and have 
flooded again, experienced reduced or no 
damage thanks to effective mitigation. For in-
stance, in Iowa, pre-disaster mitigation funds 
were used to purchase riverfront homes from 
homeowners that had suffered flood damage 
and then converted to green space. When the 
area subsequently flooded again, there was 
no new damage, thanks to the pre-disaster 
mitigation efforts. 
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With today’s ongoing fiscal challenges, in-

creasingly severe storms, and escalating ef-
fects of climate change, it makes sense for 
our country to prepare for these disasters now 
in order to prevent or reduce damage. Smart 
planning to mitigate the adverse impact of dis-
asters not only saves lives, but saves 
money—especially over the long run. 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy when 
there were initial damage estimates in the bil-
lions of dollars, many Members from both 
sides of the aisle streamed to the floor to ex-
press sympathy to the victims, as well as 
decry the extent of the damage and large 
costs. This program represents an opportunity 
to curb similar costs in the future while also 
saving lives and protecting property. 

It is time to reauthorize the Pre-Disaster 
Hazard Mitigation Program at a sufficient level 
to make an impact. I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure. 

f 

PEOPLE’S BUDGET 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, first, I would like to 
thank my colleagues, Congressman KEITH 
ELLISON and Congressman RAÚL GRIJALVA, for 
their tireless leadership of the Progressive 
Caucus. 

I would also like to thank to Congress-
woman PRAMILA JAYAPAL and Congresswoman 
JAMIE RASKIN for hosting this Special Order 
Hour and for their work on this budget. It truly 
is a document we all can be proud of. Mr. 
Speaker, the federal budget is, at its heart, a 
moral document. It tells a story to the Amer-
ican people, and it tells the world who and 
what we care about. 

Mr. Speaker, President Trump’s outrageous 
budget that he released last month revealed 
what we’ve long suspected: President Trump’s 
only concern is for himself and his rich friends. 

His budget is both hateful and counter-
productive. 

Faced with such boldfaced cruelty, it’s more 
important than ever that we present our own 
vision for the budget. 

And what a vision the People’s Budget is. 
The People’s Budget is the most progres-

sive budget ever presented to Congress. 
It invests in people and communities, in-

stead of corporations, billionaires, and bombs. 
It forces Wall Street executives to pay their 

fair share by closing the tax loopholes that 
corporations use to send jobs overseas and 
give CEO millions in untaxed bonuses. In-
stead, it invests in small business owners and 
Main Street to uplift those working in their 
communities. 

Our budget invests in our communities by 
fixing infrastructure, including the leaded pipes 
in places like Flint, and bringing broadband to 
libraries and schools. 

It invests over $1 trillion in the next genera-
tion—from universal pre-school to debt-free 
college—so that every child, no matter what 
family they’re born into, can get a high quality 
education. 

And it fully funds my Computer Science for 
All initiative, which would increase access to 
STEM programs for girls and students of 
color. 

Mr. Speaker, as a single mother, I know 
from experience that no parent working full- 
time should have to raise their family in pov-
erty. 

The People’s budget lays our plan to invest 
in and lift women, communities of color, and 
working families out of poverty. 

Our budget takes serious steps to end the 
scourge of poverty in America, including rais-
ing the wage to $15 an hour, offering universal 
child care, and expanding paid sick leave to 
all families. 

Finally, this budget lays out a plan to curb 
bloated Pentagon spending and reinvest in di-
plomacy and humanitarian aid. 

It would take long overdue action to reign in 
waste, fraud, and abuse at the Pentagon, and 
give us an audit so we can see where our tax-
payer dollars are going. And it would prohibit 
the expansion of US combat troops into Presi-
dent Trump’s unauthorized and illegal war in 
Syria. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a budget that we are 
proud to stand behind. This is a bold state-
ment of our principles and our promise to fight 
for the American people. 

This is our Roadmap for Resistance. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. 
HILLARD’S 3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Mrs. 
Hillard’s 3rd grade class at Randolph Elemen-
tary in Livonia, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 
their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Mrs. Hillard’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Mrs. Hillard’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Hillard’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 
colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Hillard and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

f 

AMERICAN HELLENIC INSTITUTE 
LETTER TO PRESIDENT TRUM 
REGARDING TURKEY 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
include in the RECORD a letter from the Amer-

ican Hellenic Institute regarding President 
Trump’s upcoming meeting with Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan. As one of the co- 
chairs of the Congressional Hellenic Caucus, I 
have advocated for the rights of Greece and 
Cyprus against the intimidating actions of Tur-
key. Since Turkey’s Presidential referendum 
vote, Erdogan’s government continues to ig-
nore and violate long-standing international 
law and treaties—a threat to regional security 
and an impediment to regional interests, sta-
bility, and prosperity. 

As we have done times before, we must 
continue to condemn these acts of aggression 
and renew our call for President Erdogan’s 
government to demonstrate to the international 
community that it is committed to all inter-
national laws and agreements. Additionally, 
the United States and our strategic regional al-
lies must be better prepared to respond quick-
ly and forcefully to transgression of inter-
national law from any nation including NATO 
ally Turkey through targeted sanctions and for-
eign aid restrictions. 
President DONALD J. TRUMP, 
President of the United States, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: On behalf of the na-
tionwide membership of the American Hel-
lenic Institute (AHI), I write in advance of 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
visit to Washington to raise the Institute’s 
concern about how Turkey is a significant 
force of instability. In recent months, Tur-
key has elevated tensions in the Aegean Sea 
with NATO ally Greece, threatened Cyprus’ 
sovereign right to explore for natural gas 
within its exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 
and has infringed upon Cyprus’ EEZ, and 
President Erdogan has directed alarming 
rhetoric toward the European Union and its 
citizens. In February, I wrote to urge the ad-
ministration to act to uphold the rule of law 
and to call on Turkey, the provocateur of 
these tensions, to cease and desist with its 
actions that have dire implications to U.S. 
security interests. Now, AHI requests these 
issues, which demonstrate the instability for 
which Turkey is responsible, to be placed on 
your meeting agenda with President Erdogan 
on May 16. 

AEGEAN SEA 
Historically, Turkey has violated Greece’s 

sovereignty in the Aegean Sea on an almost 
daily basis. In 1996, Turkey’s claims to the 
Imia islets nearly led the two NATO allies to 
war over the islands. In recent years, the In-
stitute notes Turkey’s frequent and egre-
gious violations of NATO ally Greece’s sov-
ereignty in the Aegean Sea: 

In 2014, there were 3,045 total violations of 
Greek national airspace and Infringements 
of Air Traffic Regulations (ICAO) that re-
sulted in eight engagements with Hellenic 
Air Force interception fighters, according to 
the Hellenic National Defense General Staff. 

On March 1, 2015, Turkey unilaterally 
issued a Notice to Airmen (NOTAM), a move 
to reserve extensive airspace over the Ae-
gean Sea for military maneuvers that Greece 
protested. On March 3, 2015, Turkey canceled 
the NOTAM thanks to pressure from the U.S. 
and NATO. 

On July 15, 2015, six Turkish fighters 
crossed into Greek airspace 20 times—in a 
single day. 

On February 15, 2016, six Turkish fighter 
jets and a CN–235 maritime patrol aircraft 
violated Greek airspace 22 times—again, in a 
single day. 

In sum, 2,573 infringements and violations 
of Greece’s airspace occurred in 2016 

In fall 2016, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan has elevated tensions unnec-
essarily by publicly calling into question the 
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integrity of the Treaty of Lausanne. Now, on 
one day during the week of January 29 to 
February 4, 2017, Greece’s Ministry of De-
fense recorded 138 violations of Greek air-
space over islands in the Aegean Sea, which 
had to be intercepted. This is unprecedented. 
On the sea, Greek and Turkish ships were in-
volved in a ‘‘faceoff’ when a Turkish navy 
missile boat, and supporting crafts, entered 
and violated Greece’s territorial waters by 
the Imia islets. 

These Turkish provocations have caused 
Greece’s Defense Minister, Panos Kammenos, 
to state, ‘‘The Greek armed forces are ready 
to answer any provocation.’’ 

President Trump, Greece’s sovereignty in 
the Aegean Sea and respect for the Treaty of 
Lausanne, both of which are in the best in-
terests of the United States, must be re-
spected. Greece must expend immense finan-
cial resources to defend its sovereignty—up-
wards of $400 million a year—during an eco-
nomic crisis from which it is in the best in-
terest of the United States for Greece to 
emerge. Moreover, despite its economic dif-
ficulties, Greece continues to be of vital im-
portance for the projection of U.S. strategic 
interests by its geographic location and its 
strong, unwavering support for NATO. As 
home to the most important naval presence 
in the Mediterranean Sea, NSA Souda Bay, 
Crete, Greece has been critical to the deliv-
ery of U.S. troops, cargo, and supplies, pro-
viding access and extending the U.S. and 
NATO’s reach into the Middle East and 
North Africa. To illustrate, in 2015, more 
than 70 U.S. Navy and NATO ships and ves-
sels visited Souda Bay and more than 2,830 
U.S. Air Force and NATO planes utilized the 
115th Combat Wing on Crete. Also, more 
than 65 U.S. ships and more than 1,200 train-
ees utilized NMIOTC. 

In addition, Greece is a top contributor to 
the defense efforts of NATO, spending an es-
timated 2.38% of its GDP on defense. Greece 
is second behind only the United States in 
this regard. 

Greece aspires to achieve complete nor-
malized relations with Turkey, however, the 
latter, as official policy, continues to threat-
en Greece with war (casus belli) and pro-
motes territorial claims that are unfounded 
and devoid of any legal basis. These claims 
disregard all relevant treaties and agree-
ments in force, including the 1947 Paris 
Peace Treaty under which the Dodecanese Is-
lands and adjacent islets were ceded by Italy 
to Greece. Because the U.S. is a signatory to 
the 1947 Paris Peace Treaty, this Treaty is 
U.S. federal law which the U.S. is bound to 
enforce. Turkey’s ongoing dispute of 
Greece’s sovereignty in the Aegean was re-
affirmed by policy analysts following Tur-
key’s National Security Council meeting 
held in late March 2017, according to a press 
report. The analysts observed ‘‘. . . fiery 
rhetoric emanating from Ankara is not just 
to win over a domestic audience, saying that 
it underlines its core policy objectives with 
regard to the Aegean and the Eastern Medi-
terranean.’’ 

CYPRUS 

In March 2017, the Turkish Foreign Min-
istry condemned Cyprus’ research for nat-
ural gas within Cyprus’ exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ). In recent years, Turkey has vio-
lated international law by practicing ‘‘gun-
boat diplomacy’’ in the eastern Mediterra-
nean with an incursion into Cyprus’ EEZ. 
This has led Cypriot President Nicos 
Anastasiades to express concern about Tur-
key sparking a ‘‘hot incident’’ in the eastern 
Mediterranean. He stated, ‘‘I fear the period 
from now until the referendum in Turkey, as 
well as the effort to create a climate of fa-

naticism within Turkish society,’’ To further 
illustrate Turkey’s provocative actions are 
ongoing, Turkey issued a Navtex on April 19, 
2017 that according to one press report re-
serves ‘‘an area inside the island’s Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ), off Famagusta, to 
carry out seismic surveys between April 30 
and June 30.’’ The report elaborates on cov-
erage of the Navtex, stating it not only in-
cludes Cyprus’ EEZ, but it also extends into 
a part of Cyprus’ territorial waters. Adding 
to this development is Turkey’s intensified 
military presence in an area stretching 
south from Rhodes to the coast of Paphos in 
Cyprus and the issuance of three consecutive 
Notices to Airmen (NOTAM) for military ex-
ercise over Turkish-occupied northern Cy-
prus. Moreover, these threats in Cyprus’ EEZ 
are an endangerment to U.S. companies, 
such as ExxonMobil and Noble Energy, who 
have been, or will be, working to explore for 
hydrocarbons in the eastern Mediterranean. 

The Republic of Cyprus has the sovereign 
right under international law to explore and 
exploit its natural resources within its EEZ. 
The United States has repeatedly stated it 
supports Cyprus’ sovereign right to explore 
energy in its offshore areas. Cypriot govern-
ment officials, such as Foreign Minister 
Ioannis Kasoulides, have stated the island’s 
natural resources belong to all its people and 
that once a settlement is reached, potential 
revenues would be shared. 

Furthermore, regarding the Cyprus settle-
ment talks, which are at a near stand-still, 
instead of helping to provide stability by 
promoting a just settlement supported by 
both communities, Turkey continues to in-
sist on antiquated and obstructive stances. 
For example, Turkey’s insistence the Treaty 
of Guarantee allows for future unilateral 
Turkish military interventions, which is 
completely unacceptable and contradicts the 
governing principals of a European Union 
member state. Moreover, Turkey refuses to 
withdraw its 40,000 illegally-stationed troops 
on Cyprus. The withdrawal of Turkish troops 
would be a significant confidence building 
measure in the peace process. 

Meanwhile, Turkey’s relations with the 
European Union are at low-point. President 
Erdogan’s consolidation of power following 
the referendum vote of April 15 is of concern, 
leading to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe (PACE) to announce it 
will begin re-monitoring Turkey and also 
leading some members of European Par-
liament to state the EU will have to reassess 
its position on Turkey. In the lead-up to the 
April 15 referendum, President Erdogan 
called Europe the ‘‘center of Nazism.’’ This 
does not bode well for the fragile EU-Turkey 
deal on the migrant crisis, which if it falls 
apart, will have a detrimental effect on 
Greece, which took the brunt of the crisis in 
2015–16 with more than one million arrivals. 

Finally, AHI understands fully well that 
defeating ISIS will be at the top of your 
agenda with President Erdogan. However, 
the United States cannot depend on, or trust, 
Turkey as an ally in this important fight. 
‘‘Erdogan long played footsie with the Is-
lamic State; his government apparently 
helped arm, sell oil from, and open Turkish 
territory for use by ISIS. More recently he 
has targeted the Syrian Kurds, U.S. allies 
against ISIS,’’ writes Doug Bandow, senior 
fellow at the Cato Institute, an April 26, 2017 
opinion piece. Bandow concludes, ‘‘In the 
case of Turkey, President Erdogan has aban-
doned its long-standing affinity for the 
West.’’ Moreover, in a 2015 article, Robert 
Ellis cited a UN Security Council report that 
he states concludes: ‘‘Turkey has also pro-
vided the primary routes for arms smuggled 

to ISIL and the Al-Nusrah Front, an Al- 
Qaida affiliate.’’ Additionally, Turkey only 
agreed to help after the Turks ‘‘forced the 
U.S. into a yearlong negotiation’’ to use 
Incirlik air base to strike the Islamic State, 
according to Wall Street Journal com-
mentary. As a result, policy analysts have 
openly questioned whether Turkey should be 
a NATO member. To further illustrate this 
point, Turkey undermined the coalition’s ef-
forts to combat ISIS when it killed partner 
forces in a series of airstrikes in Syria and 
Iraq on April 25th. 

Therefore, AHI cautions that whatever fu-
ture assistance Turkey should grant the 
United States on ISIS must not come at the 
expense of true and tried allies who promote 
and advance U.S. national interests in the 
eastern Mediterranean region. 

President Trump, AHI’s perspective on 
these pressing issues are founded on the rule 
of law and are based on what is in the best 
interests of United States security in the re-
gion. Given the conduct and policies of the 
Erdogan regime, it is essential that the U.S. 
fundamentally re-assess our alliance and 
overall relationship with Turkey. We hope 
that you will make this point to President 
Erdogan. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 

NICK LARIGAKIS, 
President. 
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31ST ANNUAL DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA) NA-
TIONAL VETERANS GOLDEN AGE 
GAMES 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize the 31st Annual De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) National 
Veterans Golden Age Games (NVGAG) that 
will be held in Biloxi, Mississippi, May 7–11, 
2017. The National Veterans Golden Age 
Games give veterans with and without disabil-
ities an equal opportunity to demonstrate their 
competitive spirit through multi-event sports. 
The National Veterans Golden Age Games 
are open to veterans 55 years of age and 
older who are enrolled to receive healthcare 
through the VA. Competition events include air 
rifle, bowling, cycling, swimming, golf, and 
table tennis. 

The National Veterans Golden Age Games 
was established in 1983 to inspire older vet-
erans to remain physically active, regardless 
of age or ability. Thousands of competitors 
have achieved personal goals through rehabili-
tation and competition. It is inspiring to see so 
many veterans improve their quality of life 
through the National Veterans Golden Age 
Games. 

As a member of the Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard for 31 years, I know the important 
role physical fitness plays in the lives of our 
veterans. This program is a continued success 
as displayed by the many veterans who look 
to the National Veterans Golden Age Games 
for fulfillment on multiple levels. 

I am proud of all the veterans who are rep-
resenting the First Congressional District of 
Mississippi this year and wish them the best of 
luck. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MS. MARCUS’S 

3RD GRADE CLASS 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the bright young artists in Ms. 
Marcus’s 3rd grade class at Pembroke Ele-
mentary in Troy, Michigan. 

I know that artists get their start long before 
high school and college, learning to expand 

their imagination and foster their creativity in 
classrooms just like Ms. Marcus’s. 

In an effort to highlight young artists from 
across Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
this year, I announced the 1st Annual ‘‘Color 
my Capitol’’ Program. 

Brimming with talent, Ms. Marcus’s students 
were eager to showcase their amazing artistic 
skills and take part in this one-of-a-kind pro-
gram. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, Ms. Marcus’s 
3rd graders did not disappoint. Their creations 
are unique, innovative, and imaginative. Their 

colorful artwork embodies our country’s bright 
and promising future with these sharp young 
minds leading the way. 

It is my utmost honor to have their artwork 
displayed in my Congressional district office in 
Troy, Michigan for everyone who visits to 
enjoy. Each and every time I walk into my of-
fice, I am reminded of their talent. 

Congratulations to Ms. Marcus and the 
young artists she has the pleasure of teach-
ing. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:41 May 05, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A04MY8.032 E04MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-08T21:04:03-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




