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FORT MYERS HIGH SOFTBALL 
TEAM—FIRST STATE TITLE 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Fort Myers 
High School’s softball team and their first state 
championship in program history. The Green 
Wave struck a decisive victory over the 
Niceville Eagles by a margin of 7–1. This tri-
umph merely closes an already excellent year 
for the high school’s athletic program where 
they collectively won two team state titles and 
six individual championships. All this was done 
while maintaining excellent academic stand-
ards. 

I congratulate the Fort Myers Green Wave 
and Head Coach Johnny Manetta for this most 
cherished win. We look forward to seeing what 
this young team will accomplish in the years to 
come. 

f 

HONORING THE PHILADELPHIA 
ORCHESTRA 

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee and proud Philadel-
phian. 

Today, the world famous Philadelphia Or-
chestra departs for a three country tour of 
Asia. In these uncertain times as my col-
leagues and I focus on East Asia, I think we 
can all agree that the Philadelphia Orchestra 
is a critical tool in the diplomatic toolbox. 

Working with our diplomats at the Depart-
ment of State and with Pennsylvania Governor 
Tom Wolf’s Department of Community and 
Economic Development, over 150 Pennsyl-
vania musicians, non-profit and business lead-
ers will travel to China, Mongolia and Korea. 

In China, they will celebrate 45 years since 
President Richard Nixon and Secretary Henry 
Kissinger personally requested that they open 
bilateral relations for our two countries. They 
will engage in innovative people to people di-
plomacy. 

In Mongolia, they will celebrate 30 years of 
U.S.–Mongolia bilateral relations. They are the 
first western orchestra to visit this proud de-
mocracy who often labels the United States its 
‘‘third neighbor.’’ I was honored when the 
President of Mongolia visited Philadelphia in 
September 2016. 

The trip to Korea has taken on added im-
portance this year. The delegation will include 
proud Korean Americans who are constituents 
of mine. Philadelphia and Incheon are Sister 
Cities. My district is home to a vibrant Korean- 
American community that has made success-

ful contributions to the area. Large public con-
certs and events in Korea will demonstrate for 
the world to see the unbreakable bond be-
tween our two countries. 

As we focus our attention on the geopolitics 
of East Asia, I think we can all agree that this 
tour could not come at a more important time. 

f 

16TH DISTRICT CONGRESSIONAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARDS 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to law enforcement men and 
women who have provided distinctive service 
to the people of Florida’s 16th Congressional 
District. 

Law enforcement is a demanding profession 
that requires sacrifice, courage and a dedica-
tion to serve others. Every day, brave men 
and women put themselves in harm’s way to 
enforce the laws of our society and protect 
public safety. They deserve our gratitude and 
respect. 

Six years ago, I established the 16th District 
Congressional Law Enforcement Awards, 
CLEA, to give special recognition to law en-
forcement officers, departments, or units for 
exceptional achievement. This year, I will 
present congressional law enforcement 
awards to the following winners chosen by an 
independent panel comprised of current and 
retired law enforcement personnel rep-
resenting a cross-section of the district’s law 
enforcement community: 

Officer Jason Nuttall of the Bradenton Police 
Department will receive the Dedication and 
Professionalism Award. 

Captain John Walsh, Captain Debra Kaspar, 
Lieutenant Jon Varley, Community Affairs Di-
rector Kaitlyn Perez, Deputy Phillip Mockler, 
Detective Tim Speth and Investigator Lynn 
Thomson of the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Of-
fice will receive the Dedication and Profes-
sionalism Award. 

Detective Richard Wilson of the Palmetto 
Police Department will receive the Dedication 
and Professionalism Award. 

Officer Alan Bores of the Holmes Beach Po-
lice Department will receive the Dedication 
and Professionalism Award. 

Detective James Warren of the Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Office will receive the Dedica-
tion and Professionalism Award. 

Sergeant Robert Armstrong of the Sarasota 
Police Department will receive the Dedication 
and Professionalism Award. 

Deputy Kevin Smetana of the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office will receive the Dedica-
tion and Professionalism Award. 

Master Sergeant George Taunton of the 
Florida Highway Patrol will receive the Career 
Service Award. 

Troopers Caleb Kerr and Brett Fitzpatrick of 
the Florida Highway Patrol will receive the 
Preservation of Life Award. 

Sergeant Patrick Roberts of the Florida 
Highway Patrol will receive the Above and Be-
yond the Call of Duty Award. 

Pastor Patrick Miller, Pastor Vincent Smith, 
Doctor Harriet Moore, Geoffry Gilot and Al- 
Muta Hawks all affiliated with the Boys and 
Girls Club of Sarasota will receive the Asso-
ciate Service Award. 

The Manatee County Special Investigations 
Division will receive the Unit Citation Award. 
The members of this unit are: Major William 
Jordan, Captain Todd Shear, Lieutenant An-
thony Carr, Division Secretary Toni Burton, 
Administrative Assistant Cindy Hoffman, Ser-
geant Jason Powell, Detective James Parrish, 
Detective Kim Zink, Detective Greg Dunlap, 
Detective Mike Diaz, Bruce Benjamin (Crime 
Stoppers), Amber Hoffman (Manager), Erica 
Chenard (UCR Coordinator), Criminal Analyst 
Ashley Eannarino, Criminal Analyst Elicia 
Main, Intel Analyst Don Brown, Criminal Ana-
lyst John Ferrito, Intel Analyst Elizabeth Thom-
as, Sergeant Evelio Perez, Detective Joseph 
Petta, Detective Justin Warren, Detective 
Derek Pollock, Detective Eric Davis, Detective 
Ray Richter, Detective Patrick Thames, Detec-
tive Scott Williamson, Sergeant Gary Combee, 
Detective William Freel, Detective Maria 
Gillum, Detective Bryce Wilhelm, Detective 
Jonathan Kruse, Sergeant Steve Barron, De-
tective Randall Walker, Detective Brian Beck, 
Detective Shayne Rousseau, Detective Jer-
emy Martin, Detective Robert Brigham, Ser-
geant Isaac Redmond, Detective Rafael 
Ortegon, Detective Christopher Gallagher, De-
tective Joel Taylor, Detective David Bocchino, 
and Detective Lourdes Santiago. 

f 

THIN BLUE LINE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
opposition to H.R. 115, the Thin Blue Line Act. 
This bill unnecessarily expands the federal 
death penalty, and does not further the laud-
able goal of bringing justice to the law en-
forcement officers who make the ultimate sac-
rifice for our safety and security. 

The United States is in the minority of coun-
tries that still use the death penalty, and 
Americans’ opposition to it has increased in 
recent decades, particularly as social sci-
entists better understand the disparate effects 
of the death penalty on minority populations. A 
sentence of death is disproportionately used in 
cases involving defendants of color. According 
to U.S. Department of Justice, in 2011, 41.7 
percent of all death row inmates were African 
American, despite only making up 13.1 per-
cent of the population. Furthermore, since 
1973, 159 people who were sentenced to 
death were later exonerated. There is no 
doubt that innocent individuals have been put 
to death in the United States—a fact that must 
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not be ignored in a country that values justice 
under the law. 

I greatly respect and appreciate our law en-
forcement community. Local police, fire-
fighters, and first responders put their lives on 
the line every single day to protect people in 
Oregon and across the country. Those crimi-
nals who target and murder police officers 
have no place in our society. Nothing in cur-
rent law prevents those individuals from being 
prosecuted to the highest extent of the law, 
and to receive a sentence of death. Under 
current law, there are 16 aggravating factors 
that can be considered during criminal sen-
tencing, and the federal government can al-
lege the targeting or killing of a law enforce-
ment officer—federal, state, or local—as an 
aggravating factor when considering the death 
penalty. This bill creates a 17th aggravating 
factor that is duplicative of existing law. 

I will continue to do all I can to support our 
law enforcement officers, particularly the admi-
rable men and women who serve our commu-
nities in northwest Oregon. This bill, however, 
is an unnecessary expansion of the death 
penalty, and I therefore cannot support it. 

f 

CLIFFS NATURAL RESOURCES—170 
YEARS OF MINING 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a significant milestone achieved by a 
great American company and one of the larg-
est employers in my district, Cliffs Natural Re-
sources Inc. In 2017, Cliffs is celebrating its 
170th year as an independent mining com-
pany specializing in the extraction and proc-
essing of iron ore—or taconite as it is known 
on Minnesota’s Mesabi Iron Range. 

Cliffs Natural Resources was founded in 
1847 in Cleveland, Ohio and first began oper-
ating on the Mesabi Iron Range in 1905 at the 
former Crosby Mine located near Nashwauk, 
Minnesota. Today, Cliffs is the oldest metals 
and mining company traded on the New York 
Stock Exchange and the largest independent 
producer of iron ore pellets in the United 
States. As a company that was founded prior 
to the industrial revolution, Cliffs has weath-
ered the ups and downs of the American 
economy and the cyclical nature of the steel 
business for 170 years. This achievement is 
nothing short of remarkable. 

Throughout its long history, Cliffs has been 
an integral supplier of raw materials to the do-
mestic steel industry, providing the iron ore 
used in the production of steel that supports 
our American way of life and provides for the 
defense of this great country. Cliffs stands at 
the very foundation of our steel industry and 
America’s manufacturing economy. 

Just as notable is Cliffs’ commitment to 
Northeastern Minnesota. Overall Cliffs em-
ploys approximately 2,900 people in the 
United States, with over 1,700 family-sus-
taining jobs across its three Minnesota iron 
ore operations—United Taconite, Northshore 
Mining Company and Hibbing Taconite. In 
2016, Cliffs’ economic impact in the state of 
Minnesota was nearly $900 million. Further-
more, Cliffs has shown itself to be a tremen-
dous supporter of its home communities, with 

the company and its employees contributing 
over $575,000 to charitable organizations in 
Minnesota last year alone. 

The domestic iron ore and steel industries 
have confronted grave challenges in recent 
years as historic levels of illegally-dumped 
steel flooded U.S. shores. These trade law 
violations led to the idling of iron ore mines, 
steel mills and the lay-off of thousands of 
workers, including 2,000 Minnesota iron ore 
miners. In 2015, at the height of the steel im-
port crisis, I found a friend and partner in 
Cliffs’ Chairman, President and CEO, Mr. 
Lourenco Goncalves. This was not the first 
trade-induced steel disaster that Cliffs had en-
dured and Mr. Goncalves understood that it 
would take the support and engagement of the 
White House to fully address and remedy the 
threat posed by record levels of illegal steel 
imports. Lourenco pledged to me that, if the 
federal government would commit to pros-
ecuting the trade cases to the full extent of our 
U.S. trade laws, he would bring back workers 
at Cliffs’ idled Minnesota mines. In conjunction 
with Minnesota’s other elected officials, we 
were able to capture the attention of President 
Obama’s Administration, resulting in tariffs and 
duties assessed in excess of 500 percent on 
steel products from certain countries, namely 
China. Mr. Goncalves followed through on his 
commitment to put nearly 1,000 Minnesota 
miners back to work and it was my pleasure 
to join Cliffs in August of 2016 as the com-
pany broke ground on a $75 million capital in-
vestment in new pellet-making capabilities at 
United Taconite in Forbes, Minnesota. 

I commend Cliffs Natural Resources, Mr. 
Goncalves and all of Cliffs’ employees for 
stewarding Cliffs through the latest challenging 
chapter in your company’s long and storied 
history. This 170-year anniversary stands as a 
testament to the hard work and dedication of 
past and present Cliffs’ employees, from haul 
truck drivers and millwrights to the company’s 
most senior executives. I am pleased to rec-
ognize the monumental contributions of this 
great company, both to the communities of 
Minnesota’s Iron Range as well as to the pros-
perity and defense of the United States. In 
closing, I extend my best wishes for the con-
tinued success of Cliffs Natural Resources. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COLONEL JONATHAN 
HOWERTON 

HON. ROB BISHOP 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to Colonel Jonathan ‘‘Jon’’ How-
erton, United States Army, for his extraor-
dinary dedication to duty and selfless service 
to the United States of America. Colonel How-
erton will be moving on from his present as-
signment as the Chief of the Army’s Liaison 
Division to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives where he served from April 1st, 
2016 to June 1st, 2017 to become the Deputy 
Commander for Maneuver of the 2nd Infantry 
Division (Republic of Korea-United States 
Combined Division), Camp Casey, Republic of 
Korea. 

The son of a career Army officer, Colonel 
Howerton grew up on posts, camps, and sta-
tions across the continental United States and 

in Europe. He was commissioned through the 
Reserve Officer Training Corps into the Field 
Artillery upon graduation from Texas Christian 
University in 1990. After his first assignment 
as a lieutenant, he commanded Field Artillery 
units at the Battery, Battalion and Brigade lev-
els and has served in a variety of tactical, 
operational, and strategic level leadership and 
staff positions. He has extensive experience 
overseas including a previous assignment to 
Korea and one to Germany along with oper-
ational deployments to Bosnia-Herzegovina 
supporting Operation Joint Guard, and three to 
Iraq supporting both Operations Iraqi Freedom 
and New Dawn. He has also been stationed at 
numerous military installations in the United 
States to include Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas; Fort Polk, Louisiana; 
Fort Hood, Texas; Fort Carson, Colorado; 
Schofield Barracks, Fort Shafter and Hickam 
Air Force Base, Hawaii; and Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
Colonel Howerton’s long and decorated ca-
reer. On behalf of a grateful Nation, I ask my 
colleagues to join me today in recognizing and 
commending Colonel Howerton for a lifetime 
of service to his country, and for all he and his 
family have given and continue to give to our 
country. We are in their debt. We wish him, 
his wife Tricia, his daughter Baylor, and his 
son Cooper all the best as they continue their 
Army journey to the Republic of Korea. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE CENTRAL 
CAROLINA HOMESCHOOLERS 
MOCK TRIAL TEAM 

HON. MARK WALKER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Central Carolina Homeschoolers 
(CCH) high school mock trial team. On May 
13, 2017, the CCH mock trial team won the 
2017 National High School Mock Trial Cham-
pionship in Hartford, Connecticut. I, along with 
the rest of the Sixth District, express my sin-
cere congratulations to this team. 

Based in Randolph County, the CCH team 
is the first North Carolina school to win the 
National Championship in this annual competi-
tion. I am pleased to recognize Caitlin Kelly, 
Joshua Way, Jonah Moss, Heather Pen-
nington, Allyn Sims, Madysen Bailey, Emily 
Polson and David Bainbridge Jr. for their dili-
gence in accomplishing this exceptional feat. I 
would also like to acknowledge the team’s 
coaches, Maria Bailey and Darren Allen, for 
their dedication to these students. 

Once again, I congratulate the CCH mock 
trial team for this momentous accomplishment 
and wish these students much success in the 
future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call Nos. 
269 (motion to suspend the rules and pass, as 
amended H.R. 1862), 270 (motion to suspend 
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the rules and pass, as amended H.R. 1842), 
and 273 (motion to suspend the rules and 
pass, as amended H.R. 2288) I did not cast 
my vote. Had I been present, I would have 
voted Yea on all of these votes. 

f 

JOSEPH CARDENAS EARNS BOY 
SCOUT EAGLE RANK AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Joseph Cardenas of Pearland, 
TX, for earning his Boy Scout Eagle Rank 
Award. 

Eagle Rank is the highest rank among Boy 
Scouts, requiring them to develop leadership, 
service and outdoor skills. To earn this distin-
guished award, Joseph had to achieve the Life 
Scout rank, earn 21 merit badges, and com-
plete a service project. Joseph’s service 
project was developing a brick memorial for 
veterans of all branches of the military. Indi-
vidual and personalized bricks were laid at the 
VFW Pearland Memorial Post 7109 in 
Pearland. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Joseph Cardenas for earning his Boy Scout 
Eagle Rank Award. We are confident he will 
have continued success in his future endeav-
ors. We are very proud. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF SAN JOAQUIN VAL-
LEY COLLEGE 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate San Joaquin Valley College 
(SJVC) on the occasion of their 40th anniver-
sary. SJVC has educated over 25,000 stu-
dents and started them on the path of suc-
cessful careers. It is both fitting and appro-
priate that we honor SJVC’s dedication and 
service to the community. 

Founded on April 14, 1977, SJVC began 
with three students studying to become med-
ical assistants. Shirley Perry, founder of SJVC, 
began as a medical assistant herself, in pur-
suit of certification. Through diligent studying 
on her own she became the first person to 
pass the certification test without schooling. 
Her impressive success was admired by many 
other medical assistants, seeking help from 
Shirley on their exams. This tutoring led to a 
teaching position at a community college. After 
three years, Shirley became unsatisfied with 
the schooling options and was inspired to es-
tablish the San Joaquin Valley College. 

Robert Perry, Shirley’s husband, left his job 
to handle the business aspects of the college. 
In 1995, the institution was accredited by the 
Western Association of Schools and Colleges/ 
Accrediting Commission for Community and 
Junior Colleges. This accreditation allowed for 
SJVC to offer Associate of Science Degrees. 

The college now has 15 campuses located all 
over California, from Sacramento to San 
Diego. 

San Joaquin Valley College offers 22 pro-
grams and will soon open its newest campus 
in downtown Porterville, CA. The institution 
has been passed down to Mike and Mark 
Perry, the sons of Shirley and Robert, and 
continues to provide education to students 
across California. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commemorating San Joaquin Valley Col-
lege’s 40th Anniversary, along with the Perry 
family, for all of their hard work and accom-
plishments within the past forty years. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FRANK PECHACEK, 
JR. 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Frank Pechacek, Jr. of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. Frank recently retired 
from the Board of Directors of the 
Pottawattamie County Community Foundation 
after nine years of service. 

Frank has been instrumental in his role with 
the Southwest Iowa Education Foundation, an 
affiliate of the Pottawattamie County Commu-
nity Foundation. Under his leadership, the 
Pottawattamie County Community Foundation 
has seen substantial growth within the com-
munity. When Frank is not volunteering his 
time with the Foundation, he is a successful 
attorney at the Willson & Pechacek Law Firm. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Frank on his many years of dedicated and de-
voted service to the Pottawattamie County 
Community Foundation and Pottawattamie 
County. I am proud to represent him in the 
United States Congress and I ask that my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Frank on his many ac-
complishments and in wishing him nothing but 
continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I missed votes 
on Monday, May 22, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: YEA on Roll Call 
No. 269, H.R. 1862; and YEA on Roll Call No. 
270, H.R. 1842. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
regarding missed votes due to family matters. 

Had I been present for roll call vote number 
269, H.R. 1862, The Global Child Protection 
Act of 2017, I would have voted Yea. Had I 
been present for roll call vote number 270, 
H.R. 1842, The Strengthening Children’s Safe-
ty Act of 2017, I would have voted Yea. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
May 22, 2017, I missed votes due to unavoid-
able flight delays. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on roll call votes No. 269 and 
270. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
was absent from votes May 22, 2017. Had I 
been present, I would have voted: YEA on 
Roll Call No. 269, and YEA on Roll Call No. 
270. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SAFE 
BOATING WEEK 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today I stand to 
recognize Safe Boating Week beginning on 
May 20th and ending on May 27. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in drawing attention to this 
important issue and making water-based rec-
reational activities safer and more enjoyable 
for all. 

I would like to thank the United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 3–5 for hosting 
a Safe Boating and Water Safety Day in Sac-
ramento on May 20. They will be holding dem-
onstrations and presenting safety displays 
along the river water fronts for all families and 
residents in attendance. I believe that efforts 
such as these are crucial to reducing the num-
ber of boating-related deaths and injuries that 
occur each year. 

Most boating accidents are preventable and 
occur because of human error, not because of 
environmental factors. In 2016, 266 boating 
accidents resulted in 150 injuries and 36 fatali-
ties in Northern California alone. Many of 
these fatalities can be attributed to the victim 
not wearing a life jacket. We must make it ex-
plicitly known to the general public that today’s 
life jackets are more affordable, more com-
fortable, and truly key to avoiding accidental 
drownings. Together, we must encourage all 
boaters to practice safe boating, attend safe 
boating classes, and live by the slogan ‘‘Wear 
It California!’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Safe Boating Week activi-
ties in West Sacramento. 
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IN SUPPORT OF TAIWAN’S PAR-

TICIPATION IN THE WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support for Taiwan’s participation in the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 

For nearly a decade, Taiwan has partici-
pated as an invited observer at the World 
Health Assembly, the annual forum for the 
WHO. This invitation arrived late last year, due 
to political opposition to democratically-elected 
President Tsai Ing-wen. This year, no invita-
tion was sent at all. Public health should be a 
politics-free issue and the WHO, a leading 
actor in reacting to global health crises, should 
remain a neutral, independent body which 
does not only serve the interest of any specific 
country. 

As our world becomes increasingly con-
nected and travel times to places around the 
globe are decreasing, communicable diseases 
have spread at an ever increasing pace. With 
its modem, world-class health system, Taiwan 
has been a leader in disease prevention, sur-
veillance, quarantine, and treatment. It has 
been a key ally in the fights against many dis-
eases, including SARS, avian flu, and Zika. 
Taiwan has shared its expertise and resources 
with people in South East Asia, and around 
the world. 

Mr. Speaker, the World Health Assembly is 
an important event with worldwide attendance 
where global health policy is determined. Tai-
wan’s medical expertise should be well rep-
resented. I encourage the administration to 
continue to help Taiwan’s inclusion in the 
World Health Assembly and work together 
with their Taiwanese counterparts to strength-
en the bilateral cooperation on health. 

f 

SIBYL WESTENHAVER NAMED 
KATY, TX, SENIOR OF THE YEAR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Sibyl Westenhaver for being 
named as the 2017 City of Katy Senior of the 
Year. 

Members of the Senior Citizens Center Ad-
visory Board nominated two people to be 
named Katy’s Senior of the Year and Mayor 
Fabol Hughes choose Sibyl. Sibyl began vol-
unteering in her church’s home delivered 
meals program in 2006. She helped transition 
the program to Interfaith Ministries’ meals on 
wheels program. She moved to Katy from 
Oklahoma after losing her husband to be clos-
er to her children and grandchildren. Not want-
ing to be a ‘‘sit-at-home elderly person,’’ Sibyl 
is known throughout the community and has 
created an extended family through her fellow 
volunteers and meal recipients. She’s truly an 
inspiration. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Sibyl for being named the 2017 City of Katy 
Senior of the Year. She’s helped countless 
people and we thank her for her help. 

RECOGNIZING INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

HON. MARK POCAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of international students, scholars, and 
the U.S. institutions of higher education they 
attend who have been unfairly penalized by 
the administration’s efforts to limit travel to our 
country. I urge my colleagues and the admin-
istration to recognize the vital contribution 
international students, scholars, and their fami-
lies make when we welcome them to this 
great country. 

International Education programs are incred-
ibly important to the higher education experi-
ences of students across the country. In par-
ticular, Title VI and Fulbright-Hays programs 
enable American undergraduate and graduate 
students to develop capabilities and proficien-
cies in languages and areas of the world that 
greatly benefit national security. At its core, 
Title VI strengthens the international teaching 
and curricula of students, introduces students 
to a wider, diverse world, and fosters their 
likelihood of pursuing an internationally fo-
cused profession. Similarly, the Fulbright-Hays 
program is an internationally focused program 
that awards grants to individual U.S. teachers, 
post-doctoral students, post-doctoral faculty, 
and U.S. institutions in order to support re-
search and training efforts overseas focused 
on non-Western languages and areas of stud-
ies. The Title VI and the Fulbright-Hays pro-
grams form the vital infrastructure of the Fed-
eral government’s investment in the inter-
national service pipeline. The contributions 
these programs make to diplomacy and inter-
national education must be protected and 
prioritized. 

These programs broaden all students’ hori-
zons, benefit our country’s workforce, and 
strengthen diplomatic ties. In turn, when we 
welcome international students to our univer-
sities, they strengthen our communities and 
enrichen discourse through diverse perspec-
tives. The Trump Administration’s rhetoric sur-
rounding immigrants has been harmful to 
international students and the academic com-
munity. Following the Administration’s pro-
posed travel ban, many immigrant students at 
our universities have experienced tremendous 
uncertainty about their status. Additionally, 
schools across the country have seen their 
applicant rates of international students de-
cline. 

At the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
international students and scholars apply the 
lessons they have learned abroad to make a 
positive impact on our state’s economy. The 
University of Wisconsin Madison is one of the 
nation’s top producers of Fulbright students 
and scholars, with 21 students accepted into 
the prestigious program. In Wisconsin’s 2nd 
District, we have welcomed nearly 7,000 inter-
national students and their families to our area 
and are profoundly grateful for the contribu-
tions they have made. I am incredibly proud of 
the students and faculty who continue to lead 
in the field of international education and 
strongly encourage my colleagues to support 
these vital education programs. 

CONGRATULATING COLUMBIA 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE SARAH 
COMBS WHO WILL ATTEND THE 
COLLEGE OF IDAHO ON ATH-
LETIC SCHOLARSHIP 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. Speaker, I rise to call at-
tention to an outstanding young student from 
the State of Idaho, Her name is Sarah Combs. 
Sarah is a graduate of the Columbia High 
School Class of 2017, Looking at her scho-
lastic accomplishments and athletic talents, it’s 
easy to predict Sarah is on a fast track to suc-
cess. 

Sarah’s parents enrolled her in the Bogus 
Basin Ski Education Foundation (BBSEF) in 
Boise at the age of seven. The foundation was 
established to provide training and competition 
programs for aspiring young ski racers, She is 
an avid skier and enjoys participating in 
BBSEF events, 

Sarah’s love of sport extends to engaging 
people of all abilities, She is organizing a 
weekend event for children with disabilities, 
While the service project puts her on course to 
earn the Girls Scouts of the USA highest 
achievement, the Gold Award, she is most ex-
cited about helping the participants learn gym-
nastics, She kicked off the effort by asking her 
ski coach, Doug Sato, to serve as her mentor, 
He was happy to oblige. ‘‘Sarah is very curi-
ous about the world and is able to make keen 
observations about her environment. She 
seeks to make significant changes and over-
comes any obstacles.’’ 

Sarah has been a patient confidante to 
other skiers on the team. ‘‘She is kind to ev-
eryone, You can go to her with any question, 
and she figures it out,’’ says one teammate. 
‘‘She shows her appreciation when you lend a 
hand, She is an all-around nice person,’’ adds 
another. 

‘‘I appreciate the friends that I have made in 
BBSEF,’’ says Sarah, ‘‘I thank my parents es-
pecially for supporting me so that I could con-
tinue to race, and I thank the coaches as 
well,’’ When the ski season ends you can find 
Sarah on the track where she runs the 400 
meter and the 2-mile race, 

Sarah took her academic responsibilities se-
riously. Ever since Sarah started high school 
she was the yearly recipient of the All-Aca-
demic Southern Idaho Conference, This is 
quite an accomplishment given her demanding 
training schedule, 

The College of Idaho took notice of Sarah’s 
accomplishments on the slopes when she had 
the opportunity to train with the College of 
Idaho Ski Team, While training with the ski 
team, the college also learned that Sarah ran 
cross country and track as well. The College 
of Idaho realized that she is the caliber of a 
student-athlete desired for enrollment. On Na-
tional Letter of Intent Signing Day, Sarah 
signed for all three sports and was offered a 
scholarship for all three sports. 

So Sarah will be a member of the Yotes 
Women’s Alpine Ski Team, the Yotes Wom-
en’s Cross Country Team, and the Yotes 
Women’s Track and Field Team, 

Sarah intends to enroll in the Pre-Physical 
Therapy program and take advantage of an 
elective that will prepare her to work with dis-
abled athletes. There is no doubt Sarah will be 
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a very busy freshman, and we wish her all the 
best in the classroom; on the track; on the ski 
slopes; or any other endeavors she attempts. 

May your time at the College of Idaho be a 
rewarding experience. Your family, friends, 
and Bogus Basin Ski Education Foundation 
are proud of you. Go Yotes. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DIANE BLACK 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, at the time of 
votes yesterday, I was unavoidably detained in 
my district. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on both H.R. 1862 and H.R. 1842. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 269, and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 270. 

f 

HONORING PROFESSOR DOUG 
KRESSE 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the contributions and serv-
ice of Professor Doug Kresse as Director of 
Forensics at Fullerton College in Fullerton, 
California. After a decade of dedication to the 
speech and debate team, Doug will pass on 
the torch to his colleagues, but remain a de-
voted professor and mentor at Fullerton Col-
lege. 

Doug Kresse was born and raised in the 
Pacific Northwest where he graduated from 
Eastern Washington University with a Bach-
elor’s degree in English and a minor in 
Speech Communication. He received a Mas-
ter’s degree in Speech Communication from 
California State University, Fullerton. He 
taught as Director of Forensics and Speech 
and Communications at Seattle Pacific Univer-
sity in Seattle, Washington, Tiffin University 
and Heidelberg University in Tiffin, Ohio, and 
finally, Fullerton College in Fullerton, Cali-
fornia. Doug developed the intercollegiate 
speech & debate program at Fullerton College 
and served as Director of Forensics for ten 
years. He coached hundreds of students into 
polished speakers and well-argued debaters, 
helping them to move forward confidently in 
their studies, careers, and lives. Doug was 
presented with the ‘‘President’s Award’’ by the 
National Education Debate Association in 
March 2016 for his commitment to collegiate 
debate and support of his students. 

A life-long learner, Doug is well known for 
his regular interest in news and reading. He 
actively participated in C-SPAN’s Classroom 
programs for educators and was a national 
prize winner for C-SPAN’s American Presi-
dents series, designing a chessboard of the 
George H. W. Bush presidency. He continues 
to show C-SPAN and other news clips in the 
classroom as examples in his speech and de-
bate courses, well known for his office full of 
VHS tapes. 

In his free time, Doug can be found keeping 
up with the local concert scene in Los Ange-

les, running, and spending time with his fam-
ily. He has been married to his wife, Marti, for 
37 years and is the proud father to two daugh-
ters, Kristin and Carol, father-in-law to Ray-
mond, and grandpa to Mitchell Paige Coates. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Doug Kresse for his dedication to his commu-
nity and students, creating the leaders and 
speakers of tomorrow. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THE HON-
ORABLE JACKALYNE 
PFANNENSTIEL 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to the life of the Honor-
able Ms. Jackalyne Pfannenstiel, a lifelong 
trailblazer dedicated to energy efficiency, who 
passed away on April 26, 2017, at the age of 
69. 

Ms. Pfannenstiel was born on September 7, 
1947 in Norwich, Connecticut. She attended 
Clark University in Massachusetts, where she 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and 
went on to get her Master’s degree in Eco-
nomics from the University of Hartford in Con-
necticut. 

Ms. Pfannenstiel began her career working 
as an economist at the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Public Utility Control. With an interest 
in energy efficiency, Ms. Pfannenstiel moved 
to California in 1978 to start a new path after 
being hired by California’s Public Utilities 
Commission. After two years, she went to 
work for Pacific Gas & Electric Company and 
parent company, Pacific Gas & Electric Cor-
poration for twenty years. During her twenty 
years at Pacific Gas & Electric, Ms. 
Pfannenstiel served in various roles, most no-
tably as Vice President of Planning and Stra-
tegic Initiatives. Through her leadership and 
collaboration, Ms. Pfannenstiel helped write 
California energy policy throughout the 1980’s 
designed to enhance conservation. 

In 2004, Ms. Pfannenstiel became a voice 
for energy conservation in California when she 
was appointed to the Energy Commission by 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, and in 
2006 was named as the commission’s first fe-
male chairwoman. Her leadership did not stop 
at the state level. In 2010, President Barack 
Obama appointed her as Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy for Energy, Installations and the 
Environment. Her continued dedication to-
wards energy conservation can be seen 
through her work on the Great Green Fleet, a 
squadron of 10 ships and 70 aircrafts, which 
run 50 percent on biofuel. 

In addition to her time as Assistant Sec-
retary, in 2013 Ms. Pfannenstiel co-founded a 
San Francisco start up called Advanced 
Microgrid Solutions aimed to enhance utility 
usage. Her legacy will be remembered 
through her accomplishments and the 
progress towards improved energy conserva-
tion over the years. 

Ms. Jackalyne Pfannenstiel is survived by 
her husband Daniel, two sons Matthew and 
Steven Deutsch, grandson Wesley Deutsch, 
sister Kathleen Pratt, and brother Richard 
Pfannenstiel. As a mother of two sons, she 
never missed their games, no matter how 

busy of a schedule she had. It is my honor to 
join Ms. Jackalyne Pfannenstiel’s family in 
celebration of the life of this inspirational 
woman. She truly led by example and encour-
aged teamwork throughout her life. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the life, remarkable career, and achievements 
of Ms. Jackalyne Pfannenstiel. Her dedication 
towards energy conservation will be remem-
bered for years to come. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE TAXPAYERS 
REQUIRE URGENT MANDATORY 
PROTECTION FROM EGREGIOUS 
DEBT ACT OF 2017 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Taxpayers Require Urgent Man-
datory Protection from Egregious Debt Act of 
2017, also known as the TRUMPED Act. 

Those of us representing south Florida have 
received numerous calls and letters since the 
election of Mr. Trump noting the burden on the 
budgets of local governments and small busi-
ness owners as he has used his Mar-a-lago 
property as an almost weekly retreat—I am 
sure my friends from New York have fielded 
similar complaints. 

Mr. Speaker, our primary law enforcement 
agencies are proud to provide protection for 
any number of dignitaries who visit our great 
state. However, their budgets have not, and 
cannot, sustain the weight of Mr. Trump’s 
weekly in season trips to Mar-a-lago—nor 
should they have to as Mr. Trump is provided 
very nice accommodations here in Wash-
ington, D.C. and Camp David in Maryland, at 
the taxpayer’s considerable expense. 

Over just one holiday alone, the Palm 
Beach Sheriff’s Office was forced to absorb 
$250,000 in unforeseen expenses—this is an 
untenable budgetary posture for our local 
Sheriff’s Office as that number represents a 
$60,000 per day bill. They must cover over-
time for their officers and deploy multiple units 
including their Motor Unit, Strategic Intel-
ligence Unit, Marine Unit, Aviation Unit, as 
well as numerous other teams that provide the 
fabric for a secure trip to South Florida for Mr. 
Trump. 

Mr. Speaker, the TRUMPED Act is based 
on a simple premise—if Mr. Trump wants to 
make continual use of his properties then he 
may do so, but he may not do so at the tax-
payer’s expense. And let us be clear about 
something else: Mr. Trump, while burning 
through taxpayer dollars during these trips, ac-
tually makes financial gains when he visits his 
properties as the U.S. Government must rent 
space from him during such visits. 

Mr. Speaker, it is offensive that Mr. Trump 
insists on a budget that unequivocally, and 
without mercy, attacks hardworking Ameri-
cans, and then has the audacity to turn 
around and insist that our local police officers, 
first responders and small businesses suffer 
under his insistence that he be allowed to 
enjoy a lavish lifestyle at taxpayer expense. I 
look forward to the support of my colleagues 
on this important bill. 
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HONORING MAINE VETERAN TOM 

ALLEN FOR HIS SERVICE DUR-
ING WORLD WAR II AND HIS 
MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my constituent, Tom Allen, a proud 
World War II veteran from Augusta, Maine. At 
94 years young, Tom continues to impress 
those who know him with his commitment to 
out-ski, and out-kayak the grips of old age and 
the passing of time. 

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, Tom was a student at 
Harvard University in Boston, Massachusetts. 
He, like so many other brave men from his 
generation, felt the need to serve his country. 
In June of 1942, seven months after the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor, Tom willingly left 
Harvard and joined the United States Marine 
Corps. Recognizing his academic strengths, 
the Marines sent Tom to language school 
where be became proficient in Japanese. 
Upon the completion of his training, and with 
the war in full swing, Tom was sent to the Pa-
cific Theatre where he first served in Saipan. 
In 1945, just months after the atomic bomb 
destroyed the city, Tom was reassigned to an 
intelligence position with the Second Marine 
Division and sent to Nagasaki, Japan. Among 
his many duties as an interpreter, Tom was 
tasked with working directly with the Japanese 
to uncover where they held their war materials 
in hopes of demilitarizing the Japanese War 
Machine. A year later Tom was honorably dis-
charged from the Marines and chose to return 
to Harvard to complete his undergraduate 
education. 

At a relatively young age, Tom had accom-
plished more than most people do in their life-
time. His resumé of resilience and his sense 
of determination are some of the many posi-
tive qualities Tom has maintained into his later 
years. Two years ago, at the age of 92, Tom 
was seen skiing in the mountains of western 
Maine. Less than a year later, at the age of 
93, Tom slipped into a kayak for a paddle 
around Boothbay Harbor. 

Mr. Speaker, I truly admire Tom for his will-
ingness to interrupt his Harvard education to 
answer our nation’s call to serve. Lastly, I 
would like to thank him for reminding us all 
that age is simply a state of mind and that 
nothing is out of one’s reach. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
May 22, 2017, I missed a series of Roll Call 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on No. 269 and No. 270. 

HEATHER WILLIAMS NAMED PRIN-
CIPAL OF NEW KATY ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Heather Williams of Richmond, 
TX, for being named the principal of Kathleen 
Joerger Lindsey Elementary School. 

Opening in August 2017, Lindsey Elemen-
tary School is the newest addition to the 
Lamar Consolidated Independent School Dis-
trict (ISD), the first Lamar Consolidated ISD 
school in Katy. This will be Heather’s first time 
opening a new school, she said ‘‘it’s an 
honor.’’ This year she celebrates her 20th year 
in education. She has held several roles, from 
fifth grade teacher to assistant principal to 
principal. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Heather for being named the principal of 
Lindsey Elementary School. We’re confident 
she’ll be a great role-model for the children 
starting school there. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes Monday, May 22, 2017. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Nay on Roll Call 
votes 269 and 270. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE JUNIOR 
LEAGUE OF INDIANAPOLIS ON 
ITS 95TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate and celebrate the 
Junior League of Indianapolis on the occasion 
of its 95th Anniversary. JLI’s primary mission 
is to promote voluntarism, to develop the lead-
ership potential of women, and to improve the 
community through the effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers. For an as-
tounding 95 years, JLI has worked diligently to 
promote these ideals and to enrich the lives of 
its members and the community in which they 
reside. The people of Indiana’s Fifth Congres-
sional District are forever grateful for the con-
tributions to our Hoosier community, and as a 
formerly active member and current sustaining 
member, it is my distinct privilege to honor the 
Junior League of Indianapolis. 

Ten Indianapolis women founded the JLI in 
the fall of 1921 to promote voluntarism 
throughout the city. In 1922, their first major 
project put JLI to the test. They successfully 
opened an Occupational Therapy Clinic for 
Riley Children’s Hospital, which served Indian-
apolis over two and a half decades until 1948. 

Since then, the lasting impact of JLI’s commu-
nity involvement has been felt constantly 
throughout the city. Committed to preserving 
Indianapolis’ rich history, the League held its 
headquarters in the historic French Roman-
esque Schnull-Rauch House from 1979 to 
2009, and maintained the historic monument 
during their residence. Several projects like 
Kids in the Kitchen, Susan G. Komen Race for 
the Cure, and the Ronald McDonald House 
have endured through the years and even 
through a few decades. The women of the 
Junior League choose to take on our most 
pressing and difficult issues, notably in their 
project regarding Early Prevention of School 
Failure in Indianapolis Public Schools from 
1984 to 1990. Today, education remains a pri-
ority, with members volunteering at Stephen 
Foster School, IPS 67. Through a three-year 
partnership, the Junior League in their Signa-
ture project, ‘‘Partners Advancing Student 
Success’’, will work on tutoring, stocking the 
food pantry, and more at IPS 67. JLI also 
holds annually their service event, ‘‘Around the 
Community—Around the Clock’’, an event in 
which members perform 95 hours of contin-
uous community service. 

The League has nearly 1000 members 
today dedicating over 16,000 hours of uncom-
pensated service each year. Through grant 
making, roughly $200,000 was invested into 
Indianapolis last year alone. In education, 
more than $500,000 has been invested since 
2011. This year’s projects are as charitable as 
ever. Tutors in Action provides program fund-
ing and volunteers for one on one or small 
group tutoring for families in transitional hous-
ing. The Kids in the Kitchen program provides 
nutritional information and healthy cooking 
techniques for families to combat childhood 
obesity. 

The Junior League of Indianapolis has prov-
en time and time again that it is committed 
and vital to the wellbeing of our city. It serves 
as a role model for all charitable organizations 
like it. The focus on developing the potential of 
women in our community has served as an in-
valuable training ground for the next genera-
tion of amazingly, talented and generous lead-
ers. JLI states that it seeks to be a catalyst for 
lasting change in the lives of children and fam-
ilies in our community, and it has exceeded 
this role for 95 years and counting. These self-
less women and the families that support 
them, deserve our gratitude. On behalf of Indi-
ana’s Fifth Congressional District, I would like 
to congratulate this wonderful organization on 
95 years of exemplary work within our com-
munity, and wish the JLI, and all their mem-
bers, the best on their journey to another 95 
remarkable years. 

f 

HONORING DR. CHRIS RODRIGUEZ 

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Dr. Chris Rodriguez, and 
to commemorate his service to the people our 
state as Director of the New Jersey Office of 
Homeland Security. Director Rodriguez is a 
dedicated public servant who has worked tire-
lessly in the intelligence field to protect and 
serve New Jersey and the American people. 
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Director Chris Rodriguez has served in mul-

tiple capacities in the U.S. Federal Govern-
ment including serving more than a decade in 
the Central Intelligence Agency and the U.S. 
Department of State. He was a crucial mem-
ber of the Counterterrorism Center following 
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 
where he collaborated with federal, state, and 
local levels to identify and counter potential 
threats to the United States. 

Director Chris Rodriguez began working for 
the people of New Jersey in 2011 where he 
oversaw the Department of Law and Public 
Safety, the Department of Military and Vet-
erans’ Affairs, the Department of Transpor-
tation, and the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and Preparedness. 

Director Chris Rodriguez honorably served 
our country both at home and abroad. We 
owe a tremendous debt to our Veterans who 
have served in defense of our great nation, for 
their sacrifices have allowed the United States 
of America to serve as a beacon for the prom-
ise of liberty. 

I thank Director Christopher Rodriguez for 
his many years of service to the people of 
New Jersey and I wish him all the best in his 
future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GUAM DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION NURSES IN 
HONOR OF NATIONAL SCHOOL 
NURSES DAY 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate nurses and 
school nurse support staff of the Guam De-
partment of Education (GDOE) in honor of Na-
tional Nurses Week and National School 
Nurses Day. There are currently 44 Reg-
istered Nurses and 3 Licensed Practical 
Nurses serving the students of the Guam De-
partment of Education. These nurses take on 
the daunting task of caring for the Guam De-
partment of Education’s more than 30,000 stu-
dents and nearly 4,000 employees of the 
Guam Department of Education. These school 
nurses work day in and day out to ensure the 
health of our island’s children so they can con-
tinue their education in the classroom. 

Guam Department of Education nurses join 
the National Association of School Nurses in 
celebrating the theme of this year’s School 
Nurses Day: Healthy Nurse. Healthy Students. 
They also join the American Nurses Associa-
tion in celebrating the 2017 Nurses Week: The 
Balance of Mind, Body, and Spirit! GDOE 
nurses have chosen to celebrate National 
School Nurses Day by teaching students how 
to conduct hands only CPR or heart health ac-
tivities. 

Every year the GDOE nurses serve a critical 
role in providing a safe and healthy learning 
environment for students throughout Guam’s 
public elementary, middle, and high schools. 
GDOE nurses provide frontline, critical care for 
the most fragile children in our community and 
are members of health teams that support 
both educational and response initiatives dedi-
cated to improving public health. Additionally, 
school nurses are liaisons to the school ad-
ministrators, parents and healthcare providers 

when it comes to attending to the physical 
health of our island’s students. 

Every school year is different and chal-
lenging for the GDOE nurses. In April 2016, 
the school nurses received a call from the De-
partment of Public Health and Social Services 
asking them to administer 5,000 doses of TB 
skin test solution to GDOE students and staff 
who need updates. The school nurses em-
braced the challenge and were able to host 
TB clinics in almost every GDOE school for 
students and staff. Despite these challenges, 
our island’s school nurses have responded to 
these needs with professionalism and passion 
for the school communities they serve. 

I commend and congratulate nurses and 
school nurse support staff of the Guam De-
partment of Education (GDOE) as they cele-
brate the 2017 National School Nurses Day 
and On a successful school year. I join the 
people of Guam in expressing our apprecia-
tion for their contributions to Guam’s school 
communities. 

f 

NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to May being National Mental 
Health Awareness month, a nationwide initia-
tive that aims to raise awareness and fight the 
stigmas associated with mental health ill-
nesses. 

Nearly 44 million American adults, and mil-
lions of children experience mental health con-
ditions each year, including depression, bipo-
lar disorder, schizophrenia, and post-traumatic 
stress. 

Although we have made great progress ex-
panding access to mental health treatment 
with the passage of the Affordable Health 
Care Act, too many people still do not get the 
help they need. 

Despite the availability of treatment, the stig-
ma associated with mental illness continues to 
keep millions of Americans from getting the 
treatment they need. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to turn a 
blind eye to our citizen’s mental health needs, 
because according to a study by the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, mental illnesses 
cost America over $193.2 billion in lost earn-
ings every year. 

Congress must work together to ensure 
people living with mental illness know that 
they are not alone, that hope exists, and that 
the possibility of healing and thriving is achiev-
able. 

We should be sure that our budget, which 
we will be debating in the coming weeks, in-
cludes adequate funding to help. 

f 

RECOGNIZING INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of international students, scholars, and 

the U.S. institutions of higher education they 
attend who have been unfairly penalized by 
the Trump Administration’s unlawful efforts to 
limit travel to our country from several Muslim- 
majority countries. 

Among many faults, the President’s travel 
ban fails to take into account the vital contribu-
tion international students, scholars and their 
families make when we welcome them to this 
great country. This, and the many other efforts 
undertaken by this administration to restrict 
access to visas, does not make our country 
safer, but undermines the valuable diplomatic, 
economic and cultural benefits that come from 
creating a more welcoming and diverse nation. 

International students contribute to the eco-
nomic well-being of the United States. Accord-
ing to NAFSA: Association of International 
Educators, during the 2015–2016 academic 
year, international students and their families 
supported 400,000 jobs and contributed nearly 
$33 billion to the U.S. economy. In my district 
alone, during the 2015–2016 academic year, 
3,724 international students and their families 
contributed $120.3 million, supporting 797 
jobs. 

But this is just the immediate impact—the 
long-term effect of bringing talented minds 
from all over the world to our universities, 
many of whom go on to live and work and 
contribute to the United States, is immeas-
urable. When we close doors to immigrants, 
students, scholars, and travelers from all over 
the world, we close doors to our future. And 
when we particularly target individuals based 
on race or ethnicity, we not only show our-
selves to be afraid of the world, we weaken 
our own security by cultivating enemies rather 
than friends. 

We should not back away from maintaining 
an open and welcoming nation and we will 
continue to stand for the universal principles 
that bring students and scholars from all over 
the world to study in this great nation. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO KELLY SUMMY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. Kelly Summy of Coun-
cil Bluffs, Iowa. Kelly recently retired from the 
Board of Directors of the Pottawattamie Coun-
ty Community Foundation. He helped create 
the Foundation in 2007 and has served as 
Chairman since its establishment. 

Kelly’s commitment to the Pottawattamie 
County Community Foundation from its early 
years to its legacy of today will stand out for 
generations to come. His leadership will have 
a lasting impact on the Foundation and the 
Pottawattamie County community. When Kelly 
is not volunteering his time in his community, 
he serves as President of Midwest Ag Serv-
ices of Council Bluffs. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Kelly for his many years of dedicated service 
to the Pottawattamie County Community 
Foundation and Pottawattamie County, Iowa. I 
am proud to represent him in the United 
States Congress and I ask that my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Kelly on his many accomplish-
ments and in wishing him nothing but contin-
ued success. 
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RECOGNIZING LAVERA ETHRIDGE- 

WILLIAMS IN CELEBRATION OF 
HER 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of Mrs. LaVera Ethridge-Williams’ 
90th birthday. Ms. Ethridge Williams is a cele-
brated entrepreneur and community advocate, 
who has been a staple in the West Fresno 
community for more than fifty years. 

LaVera Ethridge-Williams was born in Boley, 
Oklahoma to John and Alberta Ethridge. She 
was raised in Wewoke, Oklahoma where she 
received her early education. In 1945, Mrs. 
Ethridge-Williams moved to Fresno and con-
tinued her education at Fresno City College 
and California State University, Fresno. 

Mrs. Ethridge-Williams married Lonzell Wil-
liams and together they were parents to three 
children. They’ve also been blessed with five 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 

Mrs. Ethridge-Williams made child care her 
life’s passion and lifelong career. She often 
cared for her younger siblings growing up and 
cared for her own children, in addition to those 
of family members and friends. In 1968, she 
attempted to open her first child care center in 
Fresno. Although the banks turned her loan 
requests down numerous times, she continued 
her persistence. Eventually through private 
funding, Mrs. Ethridge-Williams secured fund-
ing to open her first infant child care center. 
After four years of working with the California 
State Department of Social Welfare and De-
partment of Health and Welfare, Mrs. LaVera 
Ethridge-Williams’ dream became a reality, 
with the opening of her first childcare center in 
West Fresno. Not stopping there, Mrs. La 
Vera Ethridge-Williams opened a chain of 
daycare centers for infants and young children 
in Fresno. LaVera’s Infant Nursery and 
LaVera’s Educational Center provided des-
perately needed childcare for working parents 
in the area. 

Mrs. Ethridge-Williams has been rightfully 
honored by numerous local officials and orga-
nizations throughout her career. These in-
clude, the city of Fresno, Fresno Unified 
School District and the Phi Lambda Society. 

Outside of her work, Mrs. Ethridge-Williams 
enjoys spending time with her family and sev-
eral hobbies. These include traveling, fishing 
and attending church, where she is an active 
member. 

She has always believed that personal suc-
cess comes with a responsibility to touch the 
lives of others through good deeds. Today, 
she works to provide shelter for the homeless. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. LaVera Ethridge-Williams 
as she celebrates her 90th birthday. She is an 
inspiration for us all, having lived her life to 
serve others. I ask that you join me in wishing 
her and her family continued happiness. 

SUGAR LAND REALTOR NAMED 
PRESIDENT-ELECT OF THE WOM-
EN’S COUNCIL OF REALTORS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Jo Ann Stevens of Sugar Land, 
TX, for being named the 2017 President-elect 
of the Women’s Council of Realtors, an affil-
iate of the National Association of Realtors. 

The Women’s Council is a network of real-
tors working to advance women as profes-
sionals and leaders in their businesses, indus-
tries and communities. Jo Ann has been a li-
censed realtor for over 30 years and joined 
the Women’s Council in 1986. She’s held sev-
eral leadership roles in the Women’s Council, 
such as: Local Network President, District Vice 
President, Governor, President of the Texas 
Network, and Regional Vice President for Re-
gion 9. Jo Ann has been named ‘‘Member of 
the Year’’ twice for Texas and will be sworn in 
as president on November 4, 2017. She’s cur-
rently working for the Lane Real Estate Team. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Jo Ann for being named President-elect of 
the Women’s Council of Realtors. This is an 
amazing accomplishment and we know she 
will be a great leader. 

f 

WELCOMING INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of a globally-engaged and welcoming 
United States. Historically, hosting inter-
national students and scholars at our colleges 
and universities has been one of the most im-
portant ways America reinforces those values. 
I urge my colleagues and the administration to 
recognize the vital contribution international 
students, scholars, and their families make to 
the United States. 

The cross-cultural partnerships formed 
through international education and exchanges 
offer widespread benefits for the United 
States. Students and their families supported 
400,000 jobs in the 2015–2016 year, contrib-
uting nearly $33 billion to our national econ-
omy. Their financial and academic contribu-
tions allow universities to offer more advanced 
courses—often in STEM subjects—to Amer-
ican students. These students, the vast major-
ity of whom do not study abroad, gain invalu-
able knowledge towards succeeding as global 
citizens through cooperation and interaction 
with their international peers. 

As co-Chair of the Congressional Caucus 
on International Exchange and Study and as a 
student who studied abroad, I recognize the 
enormous benefits offered by a cross-cultural 
education. May is a critical month on the col-
lege calendar, a time when college seniors 
graduate and enter the global world while high 
school seniors finalize their choice on where 
to study in the fall. The new administration’s 
immigration policies, specifically the Travel 
Ban Executive Order, harvest uncertainty for 
students making these decisions. 

Our nation’s security must remain our top 
priority, but we must balance that with the 
need to remain open, welcoming and com-
mitted to driving future economic growth and 
opportunity. We must reassure international 
scholars who may be unsure about coming 
that their contributions are valued and that 
they are welcome here. 

f 

HONORING SPECIAL AGENT BILL 
BATES 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the distinguished career of Special 
Agent William Bates of the U.S. Department of 
Defense, Office of Inspector General, Defense 
Criminal Investigative Service, after 32 years 
of dedicated government service. 

Special Agent Bates’ grew up in Buffalo, 
New York, and attended the SUNY Fredonia. 
Upon graduating, he served in the U.S. Army 
as a Veterinary Food Inspector and then 
worked as a Treasury Agent for the Internal 
Revenue Service. 

In 1989, Mr. Bates joined the Defense 
Criminal Investigative Service where he has 
served as a Control Tactics Instructor and 
Health and Wellness Coordinator for the Syra-
cuse, Buffalo, and Pittsburgh offices. 

Throughout his esteemed career, Special 
Agent Bates’ work includes assistance in the 
recovery efforts in New York City immediately 
following the terrorist attacks on our country 
on September 11, 2001 as well as the inves-
tigation of Lynx Machine Total Corporation 
which brought to light false testing certifi-
cations on U.S. military products. He has re-
ceived several commendations during his es-
teemed career, and is a member of the 
DCIS’s prestigious Million Dollar Club. 

It is my honor to recognize Special Agent 
Bates and to congratulate him on his retire-
ment after 32 years of devoted service to 
keeping our great nation safe. I wish him the 
very best in his retirement. 
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