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ON THE RETIREMENT OF BRIAN C. 
COOPER FROM THE HOUSE PAR-
LIAMENTARIAN’S OFFICE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise as 
both the Dean of the House and as a former 
employer of Brian Cooper to congratulate him 
on his impending retirement from the House of 
Representatives after 35 years of service, and 
to thank him for his years of dedicated service 
to the House. 

Brian is a Baltimore native and the youngest 
of seven children of his parents Dolores and 
Ellsworth Cooper, Brian loves the Charm City 
so much that he has lived in the same house 
his whole life. 

He is a proud graduate of Frederick Doug-
lass High School in Baltimore (the very same 
high school attended by Supreme Court Jus-
tice and civil rights icon Thurgood Marshall), 
After high school Brian received a scholarship 
to the Community College of Baltimore, now 
known as Baltimore City Community College, 
where he received his degree in commercial 
and graphic arts. 

Brian’s first Capitol Hill job began in the fall 
of 1982 when he began work in the stock 
room for Publications and Distribution Serv-
ices. Thereafter, in the 1980s and early 1990s, 
Brian worked for the House Post Office, the 
House document room, the Small Business 
Committee and the Government Operations 
Committee. At Government Operations, Brian 
served under both Jack Brooks and myself as 
Chair (the latter from 1991 through 1994). In 
that capacity Brian worked as staff assistant, 
handled filing and archiving of committee ma-
terials, and prepared documents for committee 
hearings and markups. I can personally testify 
that Brian’s work was respected and appre-
ciated by Members on both sides of the aisle. 

In 1995, Brian joined the Office of the 
House Parliamentarian as Clerk where he 
spent a full 22 years, rising to become Chief 
Clerk to the Parliamentarian in 2009. Brian’s 
most visible duties included assisting presiding 
officers during sessions of the House and han-
dling timekeeping and legislative paperwork at 
the rostrum, In addition, Brian provided invalu-
able assistance in creating the first office com-
puter network, supervising House pages, and 
preparing for joint meetings and joint sessions, 
It is no understatement to say that Brian ob-
served and participated in a great swath of 
American political history during that time pe-
riod. 

Brian remains active in many artistic en-
deavors—including watercolor, oils, photog-
raphy, and architectural design—which I un-
derstand he plans to continue in his retire-
ment. Brian also plans to use his well-de-
served retirement to travel to Italy and spend 
more time with family (including his many 
nieces and nephews). 

As a devoted Baltimore sports fan, Brian 
has enjoyed the highs and suffered the lows 

of the local teams. He is a particularly avid fan 
of the Baltimore Orioles, and I am sure he ap-
preciates the good start they are off to this 
year. 

I know from personal experience and obser-
vation that Brian is the consummate profes-
sional. Members and staff on both sides of the 
aisle know Brian to be committed to an orderly 
and accurate legislative process observed in a 
fair, nonpartisan manner. In this age of in-
creasing polarization and legislative gridlock, 
Brian is a committed institutionalist. He is the 
rare individual consistently striving to continue 
the customs and traditions of the House, and 
committed to pass on his institutional knowl-
edge to his successors. 

The House and the Congress will greatly 
miss Brian’s services, but we will greatly ben-
efit from his work and legacy. 

f 

MEMORIAL DAY 2017 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the brave men and women who 
gave their lives in the defense of freedom and 
to preserve the liberties that we hold dear in 
this nation. 

Every Memorial Day, our nation unites to re-
member our military heroes who have paid the 
ultimate sacrifice to defend the values and 
freedoms we all cherish. This day of remem-
brance represents why so many people in our 
country are grateful to be Americans. No other 
nation has sacrificed so much to secure not 
only its freedom, but that of other nations. 

As we reflect on the remarkable lives of our 
nation’s fallen soldiers and their families, we 
must continue to honor them each and every 
day, as a single day of commemoration is far 
short of what they deserve. I know that back 
home in my district, our community will do 
their part in carrying on the legacy of these 
selfless individuals. 

The Granbury community will host their sixth 
annual ‘‘Field of Flags,’’ which is a memorial 
of over a thousand flags flying along Highway 
377 and is dedicated to the lives of those that 
were killed in action or that are still missing in 
action. As we attend Memorial Day events like 
the ‘‘Field of Flags’’ this weekend, it is impera-
tive to teach younger generations about the 
sacrifices these people made in order for us to 
live by the values that founded this nation. 

May God bless our men and women serving 
today and in days past, may He comfort those 
who endure the pain of loss, and may He 
never cease to shed his grace on Texas and 
this great nation. 

ALEXANDER ESCALANTE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Alexander 
Escalante for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Alexander Escalante is a student at Pomona 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Alexander 
Escalante is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Alexander Escalante for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BACK-
PACK BUDDIES FOUNDATION OF 
LOUDOUN 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to recognize the Backpack Buddies 
Foundation of Loudoun, a local organization 
that aims to ensure that all children and stu-
dents not only receive food during the week at 
school but also on weekends. Recently, this 
organization donated $41,000 to 18 groups 
across Loudoun County that support backpack 
buddy programs, including churches, schools, 
PTAs, and food pantries. 

My constituent, Mr. Daniel Hampton, found-
ed the Backpack Buddies Foundation of 
Loudoun in 2014, and at the time the organi-
zation served two schools and approximately 
275 kids. This school year, still under his lead-
ership, 82 schools and over 3,600 students 
participated in backpack buddies programs. 
While this is an excellent testament to the or-
ganization’s growth, it also speaks to the 
amount of students that often go without food 
on weekends, and I am thankful that organiza-
tions, like Backpack Buddies Foundation of 
Loudoun, exist to help combat this issue. 

Each year, the organization raises money 
for Backpack Buddy programs across North-
ern Virginia, yet this year marked a new fund-
raising record. The $41,000 raised allowed for 
the organization to disperse funds to 18 grant 
recipients in amounts ranging from $500 to 
$15,000, helping students all across Loudoun 
County. Most of the funds were raised at their 
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annual Friendsgiving Dinner. However, they 
also host several other fundraisers and events 
throughout the year in their effort to support 
this important cause. While the organization is 
thrilled with this year’s fundraising initiatives 
and grant program, they hope that next year 
they will be able to help even more children in 
Northern Virginia. The organization’s leader-
ship in ensuring that every student of Loudoun 
County is properly fed and taken care of is 
truly exemplary, and I appreciate their ambi-
tion in support of our most needy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me and 
countless others in thanking Backpack Bud-
dies Foundation of Loudoun for their contin-
uous efforts to aid our students who are in 
need. I am extremely grateful for the impact 
this organization has had on Virginia’s 10th 
District and the entire Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, and I look forward to speaking of its 
continued success in the future. 

f 

HONORING MELVIN MATTHEWS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Reverend Melvin Matthews. 

Reverend Melvin Matthews was formally in-
stalled on May 22, 2016 at Bell Grove Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, making him the first 
new pastor since 1951 when his uncle, Rev-
erend David Matthews, accepted the leader-
ship role. 

The elder David Matthews, a well-known 
spiritual and civic leader in Indianola, served 
the historic church for 65 years prior to his 
death on April 15, 2015, at 95. 

The younger Matthews said, ‘‘I pray that 
God will use me to continue the great legacy 
of excellence started by Pastor Matthews 65 
years ago.’’ 

Matthews grew up in Indianola and in Bell 
Grove Church, graduated from Gentry High 
School and Mississippi Valley State University 
before enlisting and becoming a pilot in the 
U.S. Air Force. After retiring from the service, 
he settled in Warner Robbins, GA, where he 
served as assistant pastor of the New Jeru-
salem Baptist Church, and youth minister, as-
sociate minister, education minister and eco-
nomic development minister at the Fellowship 
Bible Baptist Church. 

Since his return to Indianola in 2009, Mr. 
Matthews has served as assistant to the pas-
tor, David Matthews, teaching the church’s 
Thursday night Bible study. 

Matthews has received his Bachelor of The-
ology degree and is scheduled to graduate 
from Abundant Blessings Theological Semi-
nary on June 11 with his master’s degree in 
theology. 

Matthews’s church, Bell Grove was orga-
nized as a ‘‘brush arbor’’ in 1868 in a location 
described as: ‘‘Just across the railroad, on the 
corner, facing Indian Bayou across the street 
from the site of the old Mississippi Power and 
Light office.’’ Down through the years, the 
church has experienced numerous strides and 
setbacks, including: being burned down twice, 
three other locations prior to the present spot 
on B.B. King Road, and the drowning of its 
first pastor on record, Rev. James Wright who 
was made pastor in 1878. 

Since then, several moves included: com-
prising location on donated land ‘‘on the hill’’ 
on Adair Street and from there to its location 
on Chandler Street, where the church experi-
enced major improvements under the leader-
ship of Rev. E.G. Mason and elder Matthews. 

Reverend David Matthews led the con-
gregation from the corner of Hannah and 
Chandler to their present location on B.B. King 
Road in March 2006, where he continued to 
lead and inspire until his death. The younger 
Matthews stated, ‘‘With God’s help, Bell Grove 
will be a Bible believing, Bible teaching and 
Bible preaching church with a great commit-
ment to the ‘Great Commandment and Great 
Commission,’ knowing that God will use this to 
build a ‘Great Church.’’’ 

During the 13-month interim since Rev. 
David Matthews’ passing, the Rev. E.T. Good-
man of Greenwood, a retired former pastor of 
Mt. Beulah Baptist Church in Indianola, con-
ducted the morning worship services and Bible 
study. 

Reverend Melvin Matthews is the son of 
Missouri Gray Matthews and the late Rev. 
John Matthews and is married to the former 
Cynthia Williams Matthews of Goulds, FL. 

He often reminds people never say what 
you won’t do because God has a way of 
changing your plans. He always said there 
were three things he would never do: preach, 
teach and return to Mississippi. God fixed it so 
he had to do all three. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Reverend Melvin Matthews for 
his dedication to serving others and giving 
back to the African American community. 

f 

ALEXANDER FERNANDEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Alexander 
Fernandez for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Alexander Fernandez is a student at Arvada 
K–8 School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Alexander 
Fernandez is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Alexander Fernandez for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

AIKEN CHAPEL MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. TREY GOWDY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, I submit the fol-
lowing Proclamation in honor of Aiken Chapel 

Missionary Baptist Church, for their 100th An-
niversary: 

Whereas, Aiken Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church was formed in 1915 by a group of 
fourteen men and women who purchased land 
from Mrs. Ida Aiken to build a church; and 

Whereas, the church was named for Mrs. 
Aiken and became Aiken Chapel Church, 
pastored by the late Reverend R. L. Goodwin, 
a founding member; and 

Whereas, Aiken Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church continues to be a leading church in 
Taylors, South Carolina, and under the leader-
ship of Dr. W. O. Harrison Sr., pastor for more 
than thirty years, the congregation continues 
to be active and enthusiastic members of our 
community; and 

Whereas, Aiken Chapel Missionary Baptist 
Church is celebrating its 100th Anniversary 
this year and this anniversary celebration will 
draw members from the Upstate community to 
participate in this momentous milestone in the 
history of their church; Now therefore, be it 

Resolved that I, TREY GOWDY, do congratu-
late the members of Aiken Chapel Missionary 
Baptist Church in recognition of their 100th 
Anniversary and thank them for their unwaver-
ing commitment, dedication, and contributions 
to Greenville County and to the Fourth Con-
gressional District of South Carolina. 

f 

HONORING BLUEINK 
TECHNOLOGIES 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
a dynamic and promising New Mexico com-
pany, BlueInk Technologies. 

Just over two years ago, Faze Sharif and 
Zach Lovelady founded Bluelnk with the aim 
to modernize the authenticity of eSignatures. 
Before computers, documents had to be 
signed in blue ink to signify authenticity. How-
ever, things are not so simple anymore. Sharif 
and Lovelady understood that the way we 
execute documents needed to evolve to keep 
up with the fast-paced business world in which 
fraud, misunderstanding, and mistakes cost 
businesses and consumers billions each year. 
Bluelnk’s innovative software ensures that 
documents are reviewed and executed in a 
fully customizable and transparent manner. 

BlueInk’s document review system can be 
configured to give signatories either a quick 
overview or detailed step-by-step review of a 
document’s terms in any language and on any 
device. This guarantees that documents are 
reviewed according to a signatory’s pref-
erences in a manner most convenient to that 
individual. Additionally, BlueInk provides pow-
erful fraud prevention and security measures 
that create a detailed audit trail of every event 
throughout the review and signing and uses 
cutting edge technologies to verify a signer’s 
identity. These technologies include GPS and 
IP based geo-location, photo identification, 
SMS text codes and driver’s license scans— 
all of which are memorialized after execution 
in a stand-alone document called the BlueInk 
Certificate of Evidence. The Certificate of Evi-
dence creates almost irrefutable proof of exe-
cution to prevent contract disputes before they 
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begin. This technology has helped a wide 
range of industries including real estate, multi- 
family housing; professional services; auto-
motive; business-to-business; human re-
sources, local, state and federal entities; and 
financial or lending institutions. 

BlueInk is currently being used by compa-
nies and consumers across the United States 
and this fast growing, innovative company has 
offices in New Mexico and Arizona. On May 3, 
2017, their technology was approved by the 
U.S. Patent Office. I applaud the ingenuity, te-
nacity and forward thinking of the founders 
and their staff members, and I look forward to 
seeing how this next generation eSignature 
software will change the face of business. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI MARINE U.S. 
MARINE LANCE CORPORAL 
(LCPL) MARC LUCAS TUCKER 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I am 
humbled to rise today in memory of U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Lance Corporal (LCpl) Marc Lucas 
Tucker who was killed on June 8, 2005, during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. LCpl Tucker died in 
a non-hostile vehicle accident on Alternate 
Supply Route Uranium, Iraq. 

LCpl Tucker, a Pontotoc native and 1999 
South Pontotoc High School graduate, was 
assigned to the 9th Engineer Support Bat-
talion, 3rd Force Service Support Group, III 
Marine Expeditionary Force, Okinawa, Japan, 
attached to 2nd Force Service Support Group 
(FSSG), II Marine Expeditionary Force (For-
ward). 

LCpl Tucker’s mother, Donna Bagwell, says 
her son wanted to be a Marine from the time 
he was a little boy. He wanted to follow in the 
footsteps of his grandfather who also served 
in the Marine Corps. 

In 2003, LCpl Tucker enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. His service included training in 
Okinawa and South Korea in the Korean De-
militarized Zone (DMZ). 

In 2005, LCpl Tucker volunteered to go to 
Iraq to protect our nation in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. His death was hard on the family, 
but Mrs. Bagwell says her son wanted to 
serve our nation. 

‘‘He loved America,’’ Mrs. Bagwell said. ‘‘He 
loved the Marine Corps and everything about 
it.’’ 

LCpl Tucker’s awards include the Combat 
Action Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Ko-
rean Defense Service Medal, Humanitarian 
Service Medal, and Sea Service Ribbon. 

LCpl Tucker is survived by his parents; Kelly 
Tucker and Donna Bagwell and siblings; 
Christy Irby, Pam Bolen, and Terry Bagwell. 

LCpl Tucker lived to serve our country and 
died while protecting it. His devotion to pro-
tecting our freedoms will not be forgotten. 

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID 
SHTULMAN FOR HIS WORK AS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREAT-
ER ANN ARBOR 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize David Shtulman for his work with 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor. 
As the Federation’s Executive Director for the 
past nine years, Mr. Shtulman has helped the 
organization grow and develop to meet the 
needs of the Ann Arbor community. 

Founded in 1987, the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Ann Arbor serves as a forum to ini-
tiate and coordinate activities that foster Jew-
ish communal life while promoting social jus-
tice. The organization hosts a variety of events 
throughout the community, including public fo-
rums discussing local and national events, as 
well as dinners and community gathering 
events. Additionally, the Federation admin-
isters the Jewish Community Foundation, a 
fund that provides assistance to local groups 
that further the organization’s mission. Since 
2008, Mr. Shtulman has served as the organi-
zation’s Executive Director and has played a 
crucial role in the Federation’s success during 
his tenure. 

Throughout his time as Executive Director, 
Mr. Shtulman has provided important guidance 
for the staff and members of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Ann Arbor. Under his lead-
ership, the size of the Jewish Community 
Foundation has grown substantially, allowing 
the organization to fund Hillel programs in the 
community in addition to family services and 
supports. As a result, the Federation was able 
to allocate over $1.5 million to local, state and 
national organizations in the year 2015. Mr. 
Shtulman has also championed youth ex-
change initiatives as well as Hillel programs at 
the University of Michigan and Eastern Michi-
gan University. His principled leadership and 
passion for helping the Jewish community 
have helped it grow stronger, and he will be 
missed as he retires as Executive Director 
next month. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring David Shtulman for his out-
standing work as Executive Director of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor. Mr. 
Shtulman has provided important aid to the 
Jewish community through his leadership and 
efforts. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIVITY OF 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
CHURCH 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Church in Media, Pennsylvania as it 
celebrates its 150th Anniversary on Sep-
tember 8, 2018. 

In 1868, Father Henry Wright became the 
first pastor of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary Church. As Media grew, the parish 
school opened its doors in 1912 and soon 
served many families. 

In the last 25 years, the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church has continued to 
grow and adopted the motto: The Helping 
Hands of Christ. The growth and development 
of the church’s many ministries are a testa-
ment to this motto. Its many services include 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society, which pro-
vides shelter to the poor of Media, feeding the 
poor at the St. Francis Soup Kitchen monthly, 
collecting clothes for St. John’s hospice, mak-
ing rosaries for those imprisoned, knitting baby 
caps for premature births, and traveling on 
mission trips to St. Croix to aid a sister parish. 

While the number of parishioners has grown 
immensely in the last one hundred and fifty 
years, the church’s facilities and staff have 
kept pace. Most recently, the parish center 
has been refurbished and they have also 
added a youth Minister to their staff to develop 
ongoing spiritual endeavors for the children of 
the parish. 

Mr. Speaker, we are grateful to the work of 
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church, its parishioners, and Father Ed Bell, 
and I hope the church will continue to grow 
and thrive. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
regarding missed votes due to family matters. 
Had I been present for Roll Call vote number 
271, Ordering the Previous Question on H. 
Res. 348, Providing for consideration of H.R. 
953, the Reducing Regulatory Burdens Act of 
2017, I would have voted Yea. Had I been 
present for Roll Call vote number 272, H. Res. 
348, The Rule providing for consideration of 
the bill H.R. 953—Reducing Regulatory Bur-
dens Act of 2017, I would have voted Yea. 
Had I been present for Roll Call vote number 
273, H.R. 2288, The Veterans Appeals Im-
provement and Modernization Act of 2017, I 
would have voted Yea. 

f 

CONGRATULATING TALIAFERRO 
COUNTY FAMILY CONNECTION 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to pay tribute to Taliaferro County Family 
Connection, a nonprofit organization that ad-
vocates for children and families in northeast 
Georgia. Under the leadership of Executive Di-
rector Jackie Butts, Taliaferro Family Connec-
tion, in collaboration with its community part-
ners, has achieved remarkable results. 

For example, they developed and imple-
mented a plan to tackle teen pregnancy, which 
had previously been on the rise. Now the rate 
is 42 percent lower. When they strategized to 
reduce truancy, within three years, the number 
of students absent from school more than ten 
days declined by 23 percent. And as a result 
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of its welfare-to-work initiatives, traditional wel-
fare rolls declined by more than 95 percent. 
But that’s not all. More babies are being born 
healthy, more children are receiving immuniza-
tions, and fewer families are living in poverty. 

These achievements are a result of the part-
nership of several organizations working to-
gether with families to address their commu-
nity’s needs. One such partner is the 
Taliaferro County Board of Commissioners 
and, in particular, Mrs. Jane Hubert. Commis-
sioner Hubert has been faithful throughout the 
years, attending the monthly collaborative 
meetings and supporting its special events, in-
cluding the bike rodeo, back to school bash, 
street dance, and more. According to Mrs. 
Butts, over the past 19 years, the Board of 
Commissioners ‘‘has supported every aspect 
of everything’’ Family Connection has ever 
done. ‘‘Everything I’ve needed they’ve come 
through with all these years,’’ she said. 

For these reasons and on the occasion of 
its 19th Anniversary, it is my honor to ac-
knowledge Taliaferro County Family Connec-
tion and the partners that contribute to its suc-
cess. Furthermore, I extend my personal ap-
preciation to the families who join hand-in- 
hand with this worthy organization to ensure 
that their children succeed in school and be-
yond. 

f 

HONORING OLEALIA BRADSHAW 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable unsung 
hero, Mrs. Olealia Bradshaw of Mississippi. 

Olealia Bradshaw was born to the late 
Spencer and the late Earnestine Frye on Sep-
tember 25th 1948. She is a graduate of John 
F. Kennedy Memorial High School in Mound 
Bayou, MS and later attended Coahoma Com-
munity College, where she obtained an Asso-
ciate Degree in Social Studies. 

Realizing the study of history was not her 
passion, she furthered her studies at Delta 
State University receiving a Bachelor Degree 
in Home. While at Delta State University, she 
met and later married standout football player, 
Jimmy Lee Bradshaw. To that union, four chil-
dren were born: Gabriel, Michellda, Rasheda, 
and Ernestine. 

Upon graduating from Delta State Univer-
sity, Olealia began teaching at John F. Ken-
nedy High School and she remained a teacher 
for twenty-nine years. Throughout the years, 
students, co-workers and community residents 
have expressed how she blessed their lives, 
personally and professionally. Although her in-
fluence in the realm of education is immeas-
urable, Olealia considers her greatest achieve-
ment to be her total surrender to the Will of 
God Almighty, and her desire to live a life that 
is pleasing to Him. She is a faithful member of 
St. Mark Church of God in Christ where she 
serves as the Sunday School Superintendent. 

She lives her life in servitude to others. She 
and her late husband would open their home 
for the homeless and provided various serv-
ices to the homeless to be able to re-establish 
their independence. 

Mrs. Bradshaw is a mentor to many chil-
dren, not only when she was in the edu-

cational system, but in her neighborhood and 
Christian community. She is someone who is 
admired, loved and respected for how she 
speaks the truth of the matters at hand. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Olealia Bradshaw for being 
an unsung hero to others in the Mississippi 
Delta. 

f 

COMMEMORATING MARYLAND’S 
FALLEN HEROES 

HON. ANDY HARRIS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of one of our nation’s most impor-
tant holidays, Memorial Day. On Monday, May 
29, we will honor the brave men and women 
who have given their lives to this great nation. 
Over the course of our nation’s history, count-
less Marylanders have made the ultimate sac-
rifice to protect our freedom here at home and 
to liberate others from tyranny abroad. Since 
the War on Terror began in 2002, more than 
135 Marylanders have died fighting for what 
they believe in. 

Amidst the festivities and parades we will all 
enjoy on Monday, let us not lose sight of the 
sacrifices made by our men and women in 
uniform, or the sacrifices made by the families 
they leave behind. These heroes and their 
families deserve our utmost respect, support, 
and gratitude. May God bless these fallen he-
roes and their families, and may God bless 
the United States of America. 

f 

BRET ELZEY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Bret Elzey for 
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Bret Elzey is a student at Goal Academy 
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Bret Elzey 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Bret 
Elzey for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

TREVOR KINGSLEY GRAHAM 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Mr. Trevor 

Graham as a member of the United States 
Naval Academy Class of 2017. 

Trevor will graduate from the U.S. Naval 
Academy with a Bachelor of Science in Chem-
istry and he will receive a commission as an 
Ensign in the United States Navy on May 26, 
2017. 

His career in the service has just begun, but 
it is a testament to Trevor’s unselfish devotion 
to the people of this great nation. 

The challenges will be many and the time, 
although it may seem like an eternity, will fly 
by almost unnoticed. 

South Mississippi is proud of Trevor and his 
accomplishments. We look forward to him 
continuing to represent not only Mississippi, 
but the entire nation, as a United States Navy 
officer. 

As Trevor embarks on a new chapter in life, 
it is my hope that he may always recall with 
a deep sense of pride and accomplishment 
graduating from a program as prestigious as 
the Naval Academy. 

I would like to send Trevor my best wishes 
for continued success in his future endeavors, 
thank him for his service, and congratulate 
him on this momentous occasion. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHIEF TIM 
GREEN FOR HIS 35 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE CARMEL PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Chief Tim Green of the 
Carmel Police Department. For over three 
decades, Chief Green has displayed courage, 
resilience, and leadership in serving the city of 
Carmel and its residents. During his tenure, 
Carmel was deemed the safest city to raise a 
child and best place to live in America, ac-
cording to multiple national studies. The peo-
ple of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional District are 
forever grateful for Chief Green’ s commitment 
to making the City of Carmel and the wider 
community of Hamilton County a safer, better 
place to live. 

After graduating from North Central High 
School, Chief Green earned a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Law Enforcement from Calumet Col-
lege. He then went on to graduate from the 
FBI National Academy in Quantico Virginia, 
the FBI Enforcement Executive Development 
Seminar, and the Indiana Association of 
Chiefs of Police Executive Leadership Acad-
emy. Chief Green has served the Carmel Po-
lice Department for 35 years. He was first 
hired as a patrolman at age twenty-two. He 
has served as Commander of the Special In-
vestigations Division, Director of the Hamilton 
County Drug Task Force, and was Assistant 
Chief of Police for 16 years. In 2011, Mayor 
Jim Brainard appointed Chief Green to lead 
the Department as Carmel’s Chief of Police, 
where he has served with distinction for the 
last six years. 

Chief Green’s commitment to quality police 
work and professionalism on the force has en-
sured the safety of our citizens, and has made 
Carmel a great place to live and do business. 
His colleagues have described him as a 
strong leader and great mentor. Chief Green’s 
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ability to lead by example inspires excellence 
in his fellow officers. His leadership has em-
powered the department to be successful in 
assessing and combatting trends in crime. 
During his time as Police Chief, Carmel’s pop-
ulation has greatly increased and the depart-
ment has grown to 113 sworn officers and 25 
civilian support personnel and continues to be 
accredited by the Commission on Accredita-
tion of Law Enforcement Agencies, an inter-
national recognition for professionalism, excel-
lence and competence. 

Chief Green’s devotion to a career of serv-
ice to his community is invaluable. On behalf 
of all Hoosiers, I wish to extend a heartfelt 
thank you to Chief Green for his 35 years of 
service. I wish the very best to Chief Green, 
his wife Brigit, and his two children, Jessica 
and Evan, in his well-deserved retirement and 
in the next exciting chapter of his life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNIQUE RATIFICA-
TION OF THE 27TH AMENDMENT 
TO THE UNITED STATES CON-
STITUTION 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, this month, 
May of 2017, marks the 25th Anniversary of 
the unusual ratification of the 27th Amendment 
to the United States Constitution. Proposed to 
the state legislatures for ratification by the very 
First Congress in 1789, and sponsored by 
none other than James Madison, who was a 
Member of this House that year, it was finally 
incorporated into the Federal Constitution 
more than 202 years later when the Alabama 
Legislature became the 38th to approve it on 
this date in 1992. 

Early in our nation’s history, this constitu-
tional amendment was adopted, pursuant to 
the Constitution’s Article V, by the legislatures 
of Maryland and North Carolina in 1789, by 
those in South Carolina and Delaware in 
1790, by those in Vermont and Virginia in 
1791, as well as by that of Kentucky in 1792. 
But the proposal still had not gained the ap-
proval of enough states to be fully ratified. 
More than 80 years after Kentucky, Ohio law-
makers belatedly ratified it in 1873; but by 
then, with so many additional states having 
joined the Union, the ratification threshold had 
risen much higher. In order to become part of 
the U.S. Constitution today, with 50 states cur-
rently in the Union, a proposed constitutional 
amendment requires adoption by at least 38 
states. 

During its later years, as the amendment 
approached full ratification, I was privileged to 
personally contribute to this proposal formally 
becoming part of the U.S. Constitution. Before 
starting my congressional service in 2005, I 
was among those members of the Texas 
House of Representatives who voted ‘‘aye’’ on 
House Joint Resolution No. 6, on May 25, 
1989, during the Regular Session of the 71st 
Texas Legislature, by which Texas lawmakers 
approved the amendment. 

A common sense proposal, the amendment 
reads quite simply: ‘‘No law, varying the com-
pensation for the services of the Senators and 
Representatives, shall take effect, until an 

election of Representatives shall have inter-
vened.’’ 

In other words, Members may set congres-
sional salaries for the next term of office, but 
may not adjust their own wages during their 
current term. 

It is safe to say, Mr. Speaker, that the 27th 
Amendment would never have made its way 
into the Federal Constitution were it not for the 
dogged persistence of an employee in the 
Texas House of Representatives by the name 
of Gregory Watson. Back in March 1982, Mr. 
Watson was a 19-year-old student at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin. At the same time, 
he had just recently been hired to work part- 
time for a Texas state representative at the 
nearby state Capitol building. 

As instructed, Watson wrote a paper for a 
course entitled ‘‘American Government’’ at the 
University. He ended up choosing as the topic 
for that paper a still-pending proposed con-
stitutional amendment that Congress had of-
fered to the state legislatures for ratification 
some 192 years earlier. Intrigued, Watson ar-
gued in his paper that despite the proposed 
constitutional amendment having lingered be-
fore the nation’s state legislators since the 
year 1789, it was still needed as a means of 
holding Congress accountable for its actions 
relative to Members’ salary and he pointed 
out, in the paper, that the proposal had no 
deadline by which America’s state lawmakers 
must have taken action. Hence, despite its 
age, the proposed amendment was still tech-
nically pending business before our country’s 
state legislatures. 

Watson turned in the academic paper and 
was disappointed to get it back later with a 
grade of ‘‘C’’ on it. He also received a ‘‘C’’ in 
the course overall. That stood for some 35 
years until March 2017 when the overall 
course grade was officially raised to an ‘‘A’’ by 
UT-Austin upon formal petition of Watson’s 
former professor. 

Undaunted at the time by the original low 
grade on his term paper, Watson began in the 
spring of 1982 reaching out to seek sponsor-
ship of the proposed constitutional amendment 
in the various state capitols across the United 
States. He was intent upon this amendment 
ultimately finding its way formally into the U.S. 
Constitution. The following year, 1983, the 
Maine Legislature became Watson’s first suc-
cess story. After that, in 1984, Colorado’s law-
makers gave their approval. And from that 
point forward—with Watson vigorously pushing 
every step of the way—its momentum quick-
ened until the proposal officially became the 
27th Amendment to the Federal Constitution 
on May 5, 1992, a decade after Watson first 
learned of it. 

From 1982 to present, Mr. Watson has been 
an institution in the halls of the Texas State 
Capitol in Austin, having been employed in 
both the Texas House of Representatives and 
Texas Senate, during his decades-long career 
as state legislative staff. Working for a number 
of my then-colleagues, it was there that I first 
came to know Mr. Watson. 

To commemorate the quarter century of the 
27th Amendment’s presence within the U.S. 
Constitution, and at the same time to con-
gratulate Mr. Watson on the March 2017 rais-
ing of his overall course grade from ‘‘C’’ to 
‘‘A’’, I include in the RECORD an article from 
the March 14, 2017, edition of the Austin 
American-Statesman. 

Mr. Speaker, as we in the Congress debate 
various proposals to amend the Federal Con-

stitution, it is important that we keep in mind 
the lessons that the 27th Amendment’s uncon-
ventional path to ratification teach us about 
the power of the American people’s wishes to 
ultimately prevail in our deliberations. 
HERMAN: 35 YEARS LATER, A+ FOR AUSTINITE 

WHO GOT CONSTITUTION AMENDED? 
(By Ken Herman—American-Statesman 

Staff) 
Looks like we’re heading for a happier new 

ending on a happy old story that some of you 
might not know about. Gregory Watson 
seems headed for an upgrade. 

We begin back in spring 1982 when Watson, 
then a University of Texas student, signed up 
for Sharon Waite’s GOV 310 course on Amer-
ican Government. For his term paper, young 
Watson researched the proposed Equal 
Rights Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
a hot topic of the day. 

But Watson diverted when he came upon a 
book that listed other proposed constitu-
tional amendments proposed but never rati-
fied by the required three-fourths of the 
states. 

‘‘And this one instantly jumped out at 
me,’’ he recalled. 

‘‘This one’’ was proposed in 1789 and con-
cerned congressional pay raises. At the time 
Watson believed six states had ratified it, 
with the most recent being Virginia in 1791. 
(This turned out to be wrong; two others 
later did.) 

Another key year here is 1917. Before that, 
Congress did not put expiration dates on pro-
posed constitutional amendments. That 
meant the 1789 one was still in play, and this 
gave birth to a term paper Watson recalls he 
titled, ‘‘Can a proposed constitutional 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution offered 
by Congress in 1789 still be ratified by the 
state legislatures after all these years?’’ 

OK, not a title that smoothly rolls off the 
tongue, but on point. 

The amendment says any pay hike mem-
bers of Congress OK for themselves can’t 
take effect until after the subsequent U.S. 
House election. The topic was hot in the 
early 1980s because in 1981 Congress had, in 
Watson’s words, ‘‘slipped itself a sneaky pay 
raise’’ by tucking it into a coal miner health 
care bill. 

So Watson turned his paper in to the 
course teaching assistant, who gave it a C-. 
Watson, a persistent fellow, appealed to 
Waite. 

‘‘She said she’d take a look at it. So 1 gave 
it to her,’’ Watson told me. ‘‘And then the 
next class period, she kind of physically 
tossed it back at me and said, ‘No change.’ ’’ 

He got a C in the course and says he was 
‘‘kind of, sort of’ angry at Waite and the T.A. 

‘‘So I said, ‘I will not let this disappoint 
me. I will go out and get that thing rati-
fied,’ ’’ Watson said. 

He did, starting by contacting lawmakers 
in Maine in 1983. Watson’s thing became the 
27th (and most recent) amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution in 1992. 

And that was that. The U.S. Constitution 
had a new amendment. And Watson still had 
a C in GOV 310. 

About a year ago, UT government pro-
fessor Zach Elkins and KUT Managing Edi-
tor Matt Largey contacted Watson and ex-
pressed interest in his story, but Watson 
didn’t know what they were up to. 

He found out March 4, live and on stage at 
the Paramount Theatre, where he had been 
invited for what he thought was to be a Q&A 
about his involvement in amending the U.S. 
Constitution. His story was one of several 
told at something called Pop-Up Magazine, 
which is kind of a live newsmagazine. Sev-
eral other topics came up before Largey’s 
telling of Watson’s story, who then was in-
vited on stage. 
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‘‘It was at that point that professor Elkins 

handed me the envelope,’’ Watson said. 
The envelope contained an Update of Stu-

dent Academic Record form requesting that 
his 1982 grade in the government course be 
changed from C to A+. It was signed by 
Waite. 

In the space for ‘‘Explanation of error, 
delay or special circumstances,’’ Waite 
wrote, ‘‘In light of the student’s heroic ef-
forts to prove the professor and T.A. wrong 
in their assessment of his term paper, Mr. 
Watson deserves an A+.’’ 

(FYI, UT doesn’t do plus or minus grades 
so, if the form is approved, Watson’s grade in 
the course will become an A.) 

Waite, who was a lecturer at UT from 1981 
to 1983, now works on a Mission citrus farm 
that’s been in her family since 1922. Thanks 
to Watson’s achievement, she proudly calls 
herself ‘‘a footnote to a footnote of history.’’ 

But she says C was the proper course grade 
at the time because she thought his theory 
about getting the constitutional amendment 
ratified was far-fetched. ‘‘I thought it 
couldn’t be done,’’ she said. ‘‘So he just pro-
ceeded to prove me wrong.’’ 

‘‘Hey, a lowly lecturer has had more effect 
on the Constitution than anybody in the pro-
fessorial ranks,’’ Waite said with a laugh. 

Elkins said he teaches about Watson’s ef-
fort as an inspiring example of ‘‘heroic citi-
zenship.’’ 

‘‘We just need the dean’s signature, and 
it’s done,’’ Elkins said of the grade change 
effort. 

If this gets rejected, nobody should ever 
wear burnt orange again. 

Largey remains understandably fascinated 
by Watson’s story, which he has told at Pop- 
Up Magazine events in San Francisco; Wash-
ington; New York; Portland, Ore.; and Se-
attle. 

‘‘He is one of a kind,’’ he said of Watson. 
Largey’s KUT story about Watson is sched-

uled to air at 6:45 and 8:45 a.m. Tuesday. You 
also should be able to find it at KUT.org. 

Happier ending upcoming, indeed. And you 
might have a chance to make it even 
happier. Watson, 54, long has struggled fi-
nancially as he worked in the government 
world, where jobs come and go. 

Watson never graduated from college. He’s 
been pretty much a constant presence at the 
Texas Capitol since 1982, where he’s worked 
for 15 different lawmakers. He moved to Aus-
tin City Hall in 2015 to work for then-Council 
Member Don Zimmerman. When Zimmerman 
was defeated last year, Watson was out of 
work. He’s now an aide to Rep. Stephanie 
Klick, R-Fort Worth. 

In addition to the government jobs, Wat-
son has moonlighted in retail and has bused 
tables at a downtown restaurant. His current 
legislative job ends when the legislative ses-
sion ends in May. He needs a job after that. 
Maybe you know of something. 

I can tell you Watson knows his way 
around government and got the U.S. Con-
stitution amended. 

And, assuming the change gets OK’d, he 
got an A in GOV 310. 

One more thing: Yes, Watson still has his 
1982 term paper—somewhere. 

‘‘I have tried and tried and tried to find 
that thing,’’ he said. ‘‘I don’t know where I 
put it. It’s not the type of thing I would have 
thrown in the garbage. So it’s somewhere. 
And I’m one of these funny people that keeps 
everything, so I’ve got storage unit after 
storage unit. It’s somewhere in a box in a 
storage unit. 

‘‘Hopefully, the termites haven’t gotten to 
it.’’ 

They wouldn’t dare. 

HONORING SANTA CRUZ CHIEF OF 
POLICE KEVIN VOGEL 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Santa Cruz Chief of Police Kevin 
Vogel for his 30 years of service to the Santa 
Cruz Police Department, and the community it 
serves. 

Chief Vogel has dedicated his entire career 
to the people of Santa Cruz, and was first 
sworn in as a cadet for the SCPD in June 
1987. Throughout his long and distinguished 
career, Chief Vogel has served in numerous 
capacities in the Department, including as a 
patrol officer, traffic officer and detective. He 
was promoted to sergeant in January 1995 
where he served as a patrol supervisor, down-
town supervisor and detective sergeant. He 
was promoted to lieutenant in 2002, and to 
Deputy Chief of Police in May 2004. He was 
appointed as the City’s 21st Chief of Police on 
December 9, 2010. 

A champion of creative and transparent 
community-oriented policing, Chief Vogel 
oversaw the implementation of a highly suc-
cessful and innovative predictive policing pro-
gram. This program utilizes technology based 
on earthquake prediction technology, and was 
praised by numerous media outlets and law 
enforcement agencies around the country, in-
cluding The New York Times, ABC World 
News, and was even named as one of Time 
Magazine’s ‘‘50 Best New Inventions’’ of 2011. 
More important than the accolades however, 
was the significant reduction in crime rates ex-
perienced under the program. Under Chief 
Vogel’s leadership, Santa Cruz policing be-
came a model for the nation. 

Chief Vogel also shouldered the impossible 
task of guiding the SCPD through its greatest 
hardship that occurred on February 26, 2013 
when two officers, Sgt. Loran ‘‘Butch’’ Baker 
and Detective Elizabeth Butler, were tragically 
gunned down in the line of duty. This dev-
astating crime shook our community to its core 
as we all mourned the loss of these fallen he-
roes. Through this time of uncertainty, Chief 
Vogel acted with honor and poise. He memori-
alized his fallen officers beautifully, and guided 
a deeply aggrieved department and commu-
nity through this very difficult time. As time has 
passed, Chief Vogel ensured that the memo-
ries of Sgt. Baker and Detective Butler will not 
fade, and challenges his officers every day to 
honor their legacy and ultimate sacrifice by 
continuing to selflessly perform the work of up-
holding public safety in their communities. 

Mr. Speaker, as someone who has dedi-
cated their career to public service, it is my 
pleasure to add my name to the chorus of 
thanks and congratulations to someone who 
embodies that ideal of service to others. I 
whole-heartedly congratulate Chief Kevin 
Vogel on his retirement, and wish him all the 
best. There is no doubt that his commitment to 
justice, security, and prosperity for his commu-
nity of Santa Cruz will serve as an enduring 
legacy. 

DANIEL ARREDONDO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Daniel 
Arredondo for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Daniel Arredondo is a student at Wayne 
Carle Middle School and received this award 
because his determination and hard work 
have allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Daniel 
Arredondo is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Dan-
iel Arredondo for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING JAMES EDWIN GASPER 
ON HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. NEAL P. DUNN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of James Edwin Gasper, who today 
celebrates 90 years on this earth. 

James, or ‘‘Jimmy’’ as his friends know him, 
moved to Washington County, Florida in 1932 
with his mother, father and brothers and, with 
the exception of his time serving our nation 
during World War II, has lived there ever 
since. 

In 1945, Mr. Gasper enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps and was assigned to 1223 Military Po-
lice Company in Bad Kissingen, Germany—ul-
timately completing his tour of duty in 1947 as 
a member of the newly-minted United States 
Air Force in Fürstenfeldbruck, Germany. Mr. 
Gasper’s service earned him the WWII Victory 
and Army Occupation medals, and he was 
qualified as Marksman for both Pistol and Car-
bine. 

After returning home from his time in the 
service, Mr. Gasper married the love of his 
life, the late Nellie Gasper, and raised a family 
that has grown from four children to include 
six grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children. Mr. Gasper also went on to dedicate 
40 years to the Florida Department of Trans-
portation and served Washington County by 
setting up voting machines for all local elec-
tions. 

Mr. Gasper is a lifelong member of the Na-
tional Rifle Association of America, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, the VFW Military Order of 
the Cootie, Disabled American Veterans, the 
DAV National Order of the Trench Rats, and 
above all else, is a devout member of the 
Church of Christ. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring a 
great American of the Greatest Generation on 
his 90th birthday, James Edwin Gasper. 
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HONORING DR. L. FRANCES P. 

LIDDELL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Dr. L. Frances P. 
Liddell’s dedicated commitment of service to 
her community and her services to the con-
ference of Minority Public Administrators 
(COMPA) and the National Planning Com-
mittee. 

Dr. L. Frances P. Liddell was awarded by 
the renaming of the American Society for Pub-
lic Administration (ASPA), in her honor, to the 
Dr. L. Frances P. Liddell Student Policy De-
bate. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. L. Frances P. Liddell. 

f 

IMPORTANCE OF INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS FOR 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of a glob-
ally engaged and welcoming United States. 
Historically, hosting international students and 
scholars at our colleges and universities has 
been one of the most important ways America 
reinforces those values. We all need to recog-
nize the vital contributions that international 
students, scholars and their families make 
when we welcome them to this great country. 

Welcoming international students and schol-
ars strengthens our diplomatic ties with coun-
tries across the globe and increases our na-
tional security. 

International students and scholars who 
have spent time in the United States become 
informal ambassadors when they return home, 
sharing an appreciation for common values, 
counteracting stereotypes about the U.S., and 
enhancing respect for cultural differences. 

Likewise, the ability to perform and compete 
globally is a vital component of a 21st century 
education. While less than 2 percent of U.S. 
students study abroad each year, having inter-
national students on our campuses can better 
prepare U.S. students to succeed as global 
citizens. 

International students also contribute to the 
economic well-being of the United States. Ac-
cording to NAFSA: Association of International 
Educators, international students and their 
families supported 400,000 jobs and contrib-
uted nearly $33 billion to the U.S. economy 
during the 2015 to 2016 academic year. 

In my district, during the 2015 to 2016 aca-
demic year, 12,249 international students and 
their families contributed $359.7 million, sup-
porting 5,967 jobs. 

May is a critical month on the college cal-
endar. It is the traditional end of the academic 
year, when graduation ceremonies take place 
across the country. But it is also a time when 
prospective students make their final choice 
on where they plan to study in the fall. 

Actions taken by this administration, most 
significantly the Travel Ban Executive Order, 

have generated a great deal of uncertainty 
within U.S. colleges and universities. Many 
currently enrolled international students may 
choose not to travel home at the end of the 
academic year, for fear they might not be al-
lowed to return in the fall. 

Unsurprisingly, for prospective students, 
nearly 40 percent of higher education institu-
tions reported application declines for the first 
time in many years. 

Moreover, the anti-immigrant rhetoric and 
uncertainty created by our broken immigration 
system make the United States less attractive 
to the students and scholars who we want to 
contribute to our campuses and communities. 

To ensure our nation’s security, economic 
well-being, and academic leadership, we must 
remain an open and welcoming United States. 
So, to the international students and scholars 
who may be unsure about coming, I say: Your 
contributions are valued and you are welcome 
here. 

f 

SUPPORTING MONTENEGRO 
JOINING NATO 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
along with my colleagues Ms. PINGREE of 
Maine and Mr. MOULTON of Massachusetts, in 
strong support of the small but strategically 
important country of Montenegro. This past 
weekend, Montenegro celebrated the eleventh 
anniversary of its independence. This week, 
President Trump will attend the NATO Summit 
in Brussels, where Montenegro will be officially 
welcomed as a new Member. 

Along with the gentlewoman from Maine, I 
chair the Congressional Montenegro Caucus. 
The goal of the Caucus is simple: to educate 
Members of Congress on U.S.-Montenegro re-
lations and show the people of Montenegro 
that they have friends here in the United 
States, including the U.S. Congress. 

Over the last year, the relationship between 
the United States and Montenegro has re-
ceived greater attention here on Capitol Hill. I 
rise today to ask my colleagues to continue to 
devote time and attention over the year ahead 
on this important alliance. 

Indeed, in an overwhelming display of bipar-
tisanship on March 28th the Senate ratified 
accession of Montenegro to become the 29th 
member of NATO. On April 11th, President 
Trump signed a Presidential Memoranda codi-
fying this significant landmark. 

I am proud to also share that on April 27th 
our counterparts—the elected representatives 
in the Montenegrin Parliament—voted 46–0 to 
ratify accession to NATO. 

Eleven years ago this week, the people of 
Montenegro voted in favor of peacefully be-
coming an independent state and dissolving 
the union with Serbia. Shortly thereafter, all 
five members of the United Nations Security 
Council recognized the newest country in the 
world, beginning a new chapter in the history 
of trans-Atlantic relations regional and history. 

The events of the last few weeks and the 
last 11 years demonstrate the truest form of 
representative democracy. Civil debate here 
on Capitol Hill and in Podgorica among elect-
ed leaders representing the will of our con-

stituents has shown the world that democracy 
remains the best form of government, despite 
its imperfections. As Churchill said, ‘‘No one 
pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise. 
Indeed it has been said that democracy is the 
worst form of Government, except for all those 
other forms that have been tried from time to 
time.’’ [Churchill By Himself, 2013] 

The inclusion of Montenegro into NATO will 
strengthen regional and trans-Atlantic security, 
and sends a strong message of the impor-
tance of democratic values. As my colleagues 
know, democratic values—transparency, equal 
justice and rule of law—must constantly be 
fostered. Accession into NATO has allowed 
Montenegro to advance toward these values. 
It is our responsibility as a Congress to help 
this new nation further embrace Euro-Atlantic 
integration and to increase its ability to fight 
organized crime and corruption. 

Meanwhile, American business leaders like-
wise play a vital role. For example, the Stratex 
Group, the largest American investor in Mon-
tenegro with roots in Massachusetts, con-
tinues to work alongside our Embassy to fos-
ter stronger bilateral relations and a commit-
ment by all Montenegrin elected officials— 
local and federal—to these democratic values 
we all hold dear. Only two places in Monte-
negro fly the American flag: the U.S. Embassy 
and the Stratex properties. 

Beyond strengthening our formal diplomatic 
alliance, my colleagues here in Congress must 
endeavor to creatively promote stronger ties in 
at least two ways. 

First, the State Partnership between the 
Maine National Guard and Montenegro has 
been successfully building relationships for 
over a decade, linking a unique component of 
the U.S. Department of Defense with the 
armed forces of Montenegro in a cooperative, 
mutually beneficial relationship. Through this 
program, the U.S. National Guard conducts 
military-to-military engagements in support of 
defense security goals but also leverages 
whole-of-society relationships and capabilities 
to facilitate broader interagency and corollary 
engagements spanning military, government, 
economic and social spheres. 

Second, we must support business and cul-
tural diplomacy—in Montenegro and around 
the world, encouraging our diplomats to have 
a greater appreciation for American invest-
ments in emerging democracies. To attract ad-
ditional investment, Montenegro must fully 
commit to the rule of law, transparency and an 
independent judiciary. With the continued 
focus from the United States, I am confident 
Montenegrin government leaders will continue 
down the path of reform. 

The Congressional Montenegro Caucus 
congratulates Montenegro on their achieve-
ments as they finally have a seat at the table 
at this week’s NATO meeting, and stands in 
support of a stable, secure Europe based on 
collective self-defense, economic freedom, the 
rule of law, and democracy. 

f 

GRIFFIN CROSS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Griffin Cross 
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for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Griffin Cross is a student at Arvada West 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Griffin 
Cross is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Grif-
fin Cross for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JORDAN 
VALLEY INNOVATION CENTER 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Jordan Valley Innovation Center 
on 10 years of dedication to new and innova-
tive ideas. 

The Jordan Valley Innovation Center is a 
place where students at Missouri State Univer-
sity and the private sector come together and 
work towards creating and researching the de-
velopment of new technologies. As technology 
continues to change, it’s important to have 
hands-on opportunities like the ones provided 
by the Jordan Valley Innovation Center. 

Construction began for the center in 2005 
and two years later, construction was com-
pleted. Since then the Jordan Valley Innova-
tion Center has been a vital part of southwest 
Missouri and its success. 

I am honored to recognize Jordan Valley In-
novation Center on its 10-year anniversary. I 
look forward to watching this center grow as it 
continues to be a place of learning and cre-
ating. On behalf of Missouri’s 7th Congres-
sional District, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating the Jordan Valley In-
novation Center on all its success. 

f 

GEORGE R. DUNLAP 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. George R. Dunlap, a U.S. 
Navy and Coast Guard veteran from Kansas 
City who served in both World War II and the 
Korean War. As one of four brothers to serve 
in active duty, George enlisted right after high 
school graduation on his eighteenth birthday in 
1945. After his years of service, George 
moved to Kansas City where he devoted 
twenty-five years of his life to the Kansas City 
Police Department. 

George’s example of lifelong service to his 
country and community deserves our utmost 
appreciation. I am honored to share my grati-
tude and respect for this wonderful Missourian 

and applaud George for his dedication to 
serve and protect our country. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Mr. Dunlap and 
all those who serve our great nation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE RESO-
LUTION EXPRESSING THE SENSE 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES THAT THE SENATE 
SHOULD GIVE ITS ADVICE AND 
CONSENT TO THE RATIFICATION 
OF THE CONVENTION ON THE 
ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
WOMEN (CEDAW) 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to introduce the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
the Senate should give its advice and consent 
to the ratification of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW). 

CEDAW is a landmark international agree-
ment that calls on governments to take appro-
priate measures to end discrimination against 
women in all areas of life. The Convention 
seeks to develop women’s equality in legal 
status, human rights, political participation, 
employment, education and healthcare, while 
committing countries to change or eradicate 
discriminatory laws, customs, and practices. 

Despite 189 countries ratifying CEDAW, the 
United States is the only industrialized country 
in the world that has not ratified the treaty, 
even though its fundamental principles of 
equality and nondiscrimination are paramount 
to the ideals of our nation. Other nations that 
have not ratified CEDAW include Somalia and 
Iran. 

CEDAW is not self-executing, but would be 
a powerful statement uniting the U.S. with 
most of the world in its commitment to wom-
en’s rights and equality. Any legislation the 
United States might adopt to comply with the 
treaty would have to go through the normal 
Congressional process. 

Ratification of CEDAW would continue our 
nation’s proud bipartisan tradition of promoting 
and protecting human rights. Senate action in 
favor of ratification of CEDAW would strength-
en our standing as a global leader for the 
rights of women and girls. I hope my col-
leagues will cosponsor this important resolu-
tion that will benefit women in the U.S. and 
around the world. 

f 

HONORING CYNTHIA LEON 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate A. Cynthia Leon on 
her reappointment as Chairman of the Texas 
Public Safety Commission. 

On March 8, 2017, Governor Greg Abbott 
reappointed Cynthia to the Texas Public Safe-
ty Commission. Originally appointed in 2011 

by then Governor Rick Perry, Cynthia served 
as the Commission’s chairman from April 2012 
to March 2017. Prior to serving on the Texas 
Public Safety Commission, Cynthia served as 
regional director for the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. Cynthia 
also served our country for 25 years in the 
U.S. Navy Reserves, retiring with the rank of 
captain. 

Outside of her work on the Texas Public 
Safety Commission, Cynthia is an active mem-
ber of her community. She is a member of the 
International Women’s Forum and Leadership 
Texas, previously chairing the Dallas-Fort 
Worth and San Antonio Federal Executive 
Boards. Cynthia is also a life member of the 
Naval Reserve Association, Navy League, 
U.S. Naval Institute and the Reserve Officers 
Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I again congratulate Cynthia 
on her well-deserved reappointment. I know 
that she will continue to lead the Texas Public 
Safety Commission in the right direction. 

f 

JOSIAH DOMINGUEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Josiah 
Dominguez for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Josiah Dominguez is a student at Arvada 
K–8 School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Josiah 
Dominguez is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jo-
siah Dominguez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING GROVER HOLMES 
HORTON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the late Mrs. Grover 
Holmes Horton. 

Mrs. Horton, born June 15, 1938, left to be 
with the Lord on May 7, 2016. She was a 
great mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, sister and friend. 

Mrs. Horton was a God-fearing member of 
Goodman Missionary Baptist Church under 
the leadership of Rev. Dr. Nathanial Christian. 
She was a very dedicated member who 
served in the choir and was the Secretary in 
her church. 

Mrs. Horton was very active and became 
the founder of Goodman Male Chorus and a 
member of Tri-City Gospel Choir. 
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Mrs. Horton served with the John L. Webb 

Grand High Court, Prince Hall Affiliation— 
F&AM as the Most Ancient Matron of Good-
man Court No. 91 in Goodman, MS; the 7th 
District Lecturer; and the 7th District past Most 
Ancient Matron. 

Mrs. Horton enjoyed working as a home liai-
son for the Holmes County School District and 
was also a Certified Election Poll Worker for 
many years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the late Mrs. Grover Holmes 
Horton. 

f 

CHRISTOPHER TRAPANI 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Mr. Chris-
topher Trapani as a member of the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy Class of 
2017. 

Christopher will graduate from the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Academy on June 17, 2017, with 
a Bachelor of Science and he will be commis-
sioned as an Ensign in the United States Navy 
Reserve. 

His career in the service has just begun, but 
it is a testament to Christopher’s unselfish de-
votion to the people of this great nation. 

The challenges will be many and the time, 
although it may seem like an eternity, will fly 
by almost unnoticed. 

South Mississippi is proud of Christopher 
and his accomplishments. We look forward to 
him continuing to represent not only Mis-
sissippi, but the entire nation, as a United 
States Navy Reserve officer. 

As Christopher embarks on a new chapter 
in life, it is my hope that he may always recall 
with a deep sense of pride and accomplish-
ment graduating from a program as pres-
tigious as the Merchant Marine Academy. 

I would like to send Christopher my best 
wishes for continued success in his future en-
deavors, thank him for his service, and con-
gratulate him on this momentous occasion. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF THE LIFE OF DR. 
DORIS MITCHELL OLIVEIRA 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize the life of Dr. Doris Mitchell 
Oliveira who passed away on May 10, 2017. 

Dr. Oliveira was born February 9, 1934 to 
the late Dr. Joseph Mitchell, Sr., M.D, and 
Mrs. Vivian J. Mitchell. Her father was an ob-
stetrician-gynecologist physician in Macon 
County, Alabama, and her mother was known 
for her work with the American Red Cross. 

Dr. Oliveira graduated from Tuskegee Uni-
versity College of Veterinary Medicine and 
was still working at the age of 83 when her 
health began to decline. 

She was a member of the Alabama New 
South Coalition, Tuskegee Chapter of Links, 
Inc., the Republican Party of Macon County 

and a past member of the Board of Trustees 
at the University of West Alabama. 

She is survived by her son Manuel Joseph 
Oliveira and brother, Dr. Joseph Mitchell, Jr. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the life of Dr. Oliveira. She will be greatly 
missed. 

f 

JUAN FLORES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Juan Flores 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Juan Flores is a student at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Juan Flo-
res is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Juan 
Flores for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
No. 268 (Probation Officer Protection Act of 
2017), I inadvertently voted Yea. My intention 
was to vote Nay. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LEON J. 
ZIMMERMAN 

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, it 
is our honor to congratulate Leon J. Zimmer-
man of Trenton, New Jersey on his retirement 
after a 50 year career spanning governmental 
affairs, public relations, journalism, and com-
munications. 

Operating his own consulting firm for 44 
years, Mr. Zimmerman was a highly regarded 
veteran of the New Jersey state lobbying 
corps. During his career, he represented sev-
eral clients, including government agencies, 
businesses, private corporations, and trade 
associations. He also represented clients from 
industries like insurance, harness racing, and 
security alarms. One of these was the Profes-
sional Insurance Agents of New Jersey 
(PlANJ), which he represented for 43 years. 
PlANJ will be honoring Mr. Zimmerman at 

their convention in June 2017. Moreover, prior 
to starting his own public relations firm, Mr. 
Zimmerman was a national award-winning 
journalist for more than 12 years with the Ber-
gen Record. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Zimmerman held 
several positions and received numerous ac-
colades. From his service to the insurance in-
dustry, he was recognized with the PlANJ 
Legislative Award in 1990 and received 
PlANJ’s Distinguished Insurance Service 
Award in 1998—the first time this award was 
presented to an individual who was not an in-
surance industry official. During his work on 
harness racing, he served as President of the 
North American Harness Publicists Associa-
tion, President and Chairman of the U.S. Har-
ness Writers Association, and the founding 
President of the Association’s New Jersey 
Chapter. He also received the Harness Horse-
men International Media Award in 2006, North 
American Harness Publicists Golden Pen 
Award in 2000, and the U.S. Harness Writers 
Member of the Year Award in 1998 and 2011. 
In addition, for his work in the security alarm 
industry, Mr. Zimmerman was recognized with 
the NJ Burglar and Fire Alarm Association 
President’s Award in 1992 and 2004, and he 
was honored with the National Burglar and 
Fire Alarm Association Executive Director of 
the Year Award in 1992. 

Mr. Zimmerman was also involved in other 
professional and civic activities. For example, 
he served as President of the New Jersey 
Legislative Correspondents Club, and he was 
a speaker for courses and seminars in high 
schools and universities. In addition, Mr. Zim-
merman was an advocate for people with in-
tellectual and developmental disabilities. He 
served on the Governor’s Council on the Pre-
vention of Developmental Disabilities, and he 
was a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Bancroft, a leading nonprofit, and of the Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of the Mentally 
Handicapped, Mercer County Chapter. He was 
also Executive Committee member and Chair-
man of Committees on Legislation and Advo-
cacy for the New Jersey State Developmental 
Disabilities Council. 

Mr. Speaker, we sincerely hope that our col-
leagues will join us in congratulating Mr. Zim-
merman on his retirement after his illustrious 
career and thanking him for his service to the 
public and his community in New Jersey. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND MANNEY 
MURPHY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a multi-talented God- 
fearing man, Reverend Manney Murphy. Rev-
erend Manney Murphy has been many things 
in his life: A star athlete at Vicksburg High 
School, executive with General Motors, busi-
ness owner and for 31⁄2 years the pastor of St. 
Mark Baptist Church, and chaplain for the 
Alcorn State University Braves football team 
during Jay Hopson’s tenure as head coach. 
But his biggest role has been working with 
Central Mississippi Prevention Services help-
ing young people make it to a better life 
through the program’s summer camps and tu-
toring programs. 
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When he was a student at Ole Miss, he was 

asked to go to high schools and participate in 
special programs to speak to students. When 
he attended United Theological Seminary, he 
wrote two covenants: one for youth ministry 
and another for jail and prison ministry. 

Murphy returned to Vicksburg in 2001 and 
began working with Central Mississippi Pre-
vention director, Joe Johnson. Murphy has 
also served as director of the Vicksburg Hous-
ing Authority’s community center, helping de-
velop a jobs program, a GED program 
partnered with Hinds Community College and 
the Vicksburg Warren School District, and an 
after school tutorial program. 

Murphy said at this point in his life he would 
like to return to the classroom to teach and 
work on a summer camp program called 
‘‘Camp Wow,’’ and find other ways to serve 
Vicksburg. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Reverend Manney Murphy for 
his hard work, dedication and a strong desire 
to serve God and community. 

f 

HONORING THE GRADUATION OF 
ASHLEE VICTORIA PEREZ 

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the graduation of Ashlee 
Victoria Perez from St. Mary’s University in 
San Antonio, Texas, with the Class of 2017. 

Marco Antonio Perez and Claudia Perez are 
very proud of their daughter, who graduated 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Exercise and 
Sports Science. Ashlee averaged an excep-
tional Grade-Point-Average of 3.7 during her 
time at St. Mary’s, all while maintaining active 
membership in the national sorority Sigma 
Sigma Sigma, becoming the captain of the 
cheer squad, and earning the Academic Mad-
eline Scholarship. Her achievements are a 
testament to her work ethic and perseverance. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish only the best for Ashlee 
in all her endeavors and know her future is 
filled with limitless possibilities. 

f 

MAKHMUD CHARIEV 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Makhmud 
Chariev for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Makhmud Chariev is a student at Standley 
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Makhmud 
Chariev is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Makhmud Chariev for winning the Arvada 

Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

TRUMPSCARE, OR THE PRESI-
DENT’S FISCAL YEAR 2018 BUDG-
ET 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the fed-
eral budget is more than a financial document; 
it is an expression of our values and priorities 
as a nation. 

Sadly, the President’s budget fails this moral 
test of government. 

This budget does not reflect our dreams for 
our nation; rather it is the ‘‘Nightmare on 
Pennsylvania Avenue.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it appears that the President 
loves TrumpCare so much that he decided to 
double down and give us ‘‘TrumpScare’’ for a 
budget. 

This TrumpScare budget stacks the deck for 
the rich while undermining hard-working Amer-
icans everywhere. 

Throwing billions at defense while ran-
sacking America’s investments in jobs, edu-
cation, clean energy and lifesaving medical re-
search will leave our nation weakened. 

America will not be made great by stealing 
another $610 billion from Medicaid, aban-
doning seniors and families in need, depriving 
students of realizing a dream to attend college 
without drowning in debt, or disinvesting in the 
working families to give unwanted tax breaks 
to wealthy corporations and the top 1 percent. 

America will not be positioned to compete 
and win in the global, interconnected, and dig-
ital economy by slashing funding for scientific 
research, the arts and humanities, job retrain-
ing, and clean energy. 

And the President’s TrumpScare budget 
does not ‘‘put America First’’ by cutting Social 
Security Disability Insurance benefits and 
Meals on Wheels for Americans who depend 
upon these programs to sustain themselves. 

Even a cursory review leaves the inescap-
able conclusion that this budget represents a 
betrayal—of our values as a nation, and of the 
promises made by the President during the 
election campaign. 

Just like the ‘‘TrumpRussia’’ scandal, we 
have another mystery and the question is: 
‘‘Whodunit?’’ 

So the real question is whether the budg-
etary priorities in the budget represent a be-
trayal of the President, or a betrayal by the 
President of the promises he made repeatedly 
to the American people? 

The answer to this question will tell us all 
we need to know about this budget and this 
President. 

f 

THEY’RE NOT COMING HOME 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise this Me-
morial Day in honor and remembrance of all 

The Fallen who gave That Last Full Measure. 
I include in the RECORD this poem penned in 
their honor by Albert Carey Caswell. 

THEY’RE NOT COMING HOME 
(By Albert Carey Caswell) 

They’re not coming home 
To their families where they belong, 
who now must live so all alone 
And to their Brothers In Arms, 
who heard their last most heroic moans 
No, they’re not coming home 
As up to Heaven they have flown 
On the wings of an Angel which they now 

own 
As Angels In The Army Lord to fight this 

new battle, 
but not alone 
They are not coming home 
Could any of us such courage own? 
And go off to war 
And leave all that you so love and adore 
For all the more 
And for all their Brothers and Sisters to 

their left, 
to their right endure 
Oh the dreaded cost and horrors of war 
Am sorry my dear child, 
your Daddy or Mommy are not here no more 
To hold you and tell you how much you they 

adore 
To tuck you in at night 
To assure you everything’s all right 
I know it’s hard to hold the tears back you 

fight 
Daddy, Mommy, oh how I wish you were here 

tonight! 
As it gets harder to see their face with each 

year insight 
But, they’re not coming home 
And as you awake in the middle of the night 
Hush my child and don’t you cry, 
everything is going to be all right 
Your parents are Angels now at the height 
As they watch over you in the middle of the 

night 
Both day and night, 
as you will always be in their sights 
Can’t you feel their angel’s breath envelop 

you, 
and hold you so very tight 
And one day up in Heaven together again 

you’ll take flight 
America, on this blessed day 
Give thanks, 
and give your most solemn praise 
As you kneel and pray 
For all those heroes who gave 
That Last Full Measure, 
who make up the home of the free and brave 
On this Memorial Day 
Give thanks to all of those who gave 
As out to their loved ones call each and 

every day 
And tell them how much their sacrifice 

means to us in every way 
For the real heroes are the ones who fell, 
who now lie in deep dark cold quiet graves I 

do tell 
Who on Christmas mornings we no longer 

hear, 
their laughter as they appear 
Even the warm memories we take, 
in our hearts still can’t replace 
Just to look into their face 
Oh how your hearts break 
Cause they’re not coming home 
But, in a box with the names they own 
And some will never be found, 
only our Lord God knows them now 
No, they’re not coming home 
Sadly, for any Nation to grow and thrive 
Our most precious and most courageous of 

all loved ones must die 
Must lay down their lives 
As it the price of freedom so very high 
The price all of their loved ones so despise 
Who must now live with tears in eyes 
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The magnificents who upon this Nation re-

lies 
Am so sorry but they’re not coming home to-

night 
Amen 

f 

JACOB KEESE HOLLAND 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Mr. Jacob 
Holland as a member of the United States Air 
Force Academy Class of 2017. 

Jacob will graduate from the U.S. Air Force 
Academy with a Bachelor of Science in Biol-
ogy on May 24, 2017, and he will be commis-
sioned as a Second Lieutenant in the United 
States Air Force. 

His career in the service has just begun, but 
it is a testament to Jacob’s unselfish devotion 
to the people of this great nation. 

The challenges will be many and the time, 
although it may seem like an eternity, will fly 
by almost unnoticed. 

South Mississippi is proud of Jacob and ills 
accomplishments. We look forward to him 
continuing to represent not only Mississippi, 
but the entire nation, as a United States Air 
Force officer. 

As Jacob embarks on a new chapter in life, 
it is my hope that he may always recall with 
a deep sense of pride and accomplishment 
graduating from a program as prestigious as 
the Air Force Academy. 

I would like to send Jacob my best wishes 
for continued success in his future endeavors, 
thank him for his service, and congratulate 
him on this momentous occasion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
have my votes recorded on the House floor on 
Monday, May 22, 2017. Had I been present, 
I would have voted in favor of H.R. 1862 and 
H.R. 1842. 

f 

TOM CLARK 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Tom Clark for his leader-
ship, vision and lasting impact on Denver and 
Colorado as the CEO of the Metro Economic 
Development Corporation and Executive Vice 
President of the Denver Metro Chamber of 
Commerce. 

With more than 30 years of economic devel-
opment experience at the state, regional, 
county and city level, Tom’s unique perspec-
tive and wealth of knowledge is unparalleled. 
Tom’s career spans four decades from Direc-

tor of Commercial and Industrial Development 
for the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Community Affairs, through positions with the 
Fort Collins Chamber of Commerce, the 
Greater Denver Corporation, the Boulder 
Chamber of Commerce, the Jefferson Eco-
nomic Council, and the Denver Metro Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

Tom was the founder and first president of 
the Metro Denver Network, the Metro Denver 
region’s first economic development program, 
for which he received the Arthur D. Little 
Award for Excellence in Economic Develop-
ment. In 2012, Tom was recognized as the 
Denver Post’s Business Person of the Year as 
well as awarded the Denver Business Jour-
nal’s Power Book Award for Economic Devel-
opment and Government. He has also been 
recognized as one of the nation’s top eco-
nomic development professionals by the 
Council on Urban Economic Development. 

I extend my deepest appreciation for Tom 
and his dedication to our great state, and wish 
him the best of luck in retirement and future 
endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CLIFTON 
THOMAS WALKER 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to honor the life of Mr. Clif-
ton Thomas Walker, who passed away on 
April 25, 2017, at the age of 95. Throughout 
his life, Mr. Walker was a respected leader in 
our community and an exemplary husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather. His dedicated service, 
with the U.S. Marine Corps, Loudoun County 
Sheriff’s Office, and Lovettsville Volunteer Fire 
& Rescue Department, helped keep the peo-
ple of Virginia’s Tenth District safe for over 50 
years, and he will always be remembered. 

Mr. Walker, originally from Bullock, North 
Carolina, joined the Marine Corps in Decem-
ber of 1941 just three days after the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor. During his 20 years in the 
Marine Corps, he was stationed around the 
world, serving in Northern Ireland, Guam, Oki-
nawa, Washington, DC, and Lebanon. Addi-
tionally, he was a decorated member of the 
Marine Corps Pistol Team, receiving bronze, 
silver, and gold medals, and he achieved the 
rank of Distinguished Pistol Shot in record 
time. 

In May of 1959, Mr. Walker married his wife, 
Elaine, and they began building their home on 
South Berlin Pike in Lovettsville, Virginia, 
where they lived since Mr. Walker’s retirement 
from the Marine Corps in 1961. Mr. Walker 
went on to work for DECO Electronics in 
Leesburg, the Painter Lumber Company in 
Lovettsville, and finally the Loudoun County 
Sheriff’s Office, where he served for thirteen 
years as the manager of the Department’s Of-
fice of Property and Evidence. 

During that time, Mr. Walker also served his 
community in various capacities. He was pre-
viously a member of the Lovettsville Town 
Council, the Lovettsville Planning Commission, 
and the Lovettsville Lions Club. He also volun-
teered for 35 years, starting in 1966, as a 
member of the Lovettsville Rescue Squad, 
which chartered as the Lovettsville District Vol-

unteer Fire and Rescue Company, lnc. In rec-
ognition of his honorable service, he received 
the second Rescueman of the Year Award in 
1971 and the Most Dedicated Member of the 
Year Award in 1980. Through his long and im-
pressive career Mr. Walker became one of the 
most well respected members of the entire fire 
Company, and the memory of his dedication 
to service will always be present as a true in-
spiration to our local community. 

Mr. Walker leaves behind a selfless legacy 
and career of service and will be greatly 
missed by the countless lives he has touched. 
He is survived by his wife, Elaine, and three 
daughters, Debbie, Linda and Carol, his 
grandson, Brandon, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in celebrating the life of, and bidding fare-
well to, Clifton Thomas Walker. May he rest in 
peace, and his family be comforted. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 99TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE REPUBLIC DAY OF 
AZERBAIJAN 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 99th anniversary of the Republic 
Day of Azerbaijan, and to extend my best 
wishes to all Azerbaijanis as they celebrate 
Republic Day. May 28th marks the founding of 
the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan, when 
the people ofAzerbaijan first gained their inde-
pendence from the Russian Empire in 1918. 
Although Azerbaijan’s independence was 
ended by Soviet forces in 1920, it is note-
worthy that the Democratic Republic of Azer-
baijan was the world’s first secular parliamen-
tary democratic republic in a predominantly 
Muslim nation—earning diplomatic recognition 
from the United States during the administra-
tion of President Woodrow Wilson. We also 
recall, with admiration, that the Democratic 
Republic of Azerbaijan granted universal suf-
frage to its citizens in 1918, making it the first 
Muslim country to give women the right to 
vote. 

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Azerbaijan restored its independence on Octo-
ber 18, 1991, when its Parliament adopted the 
Constitution Act on the Restoration of the 
State of Independence of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan. 

For the people of Azerbaijan, these last two 
decades of independence have not been with-
out challenges. At the top of the list would be 
the ongoing conflict with Armenia. Although a 
cease fire was signed in 1994 more than 20 
percent of Azerbaijan’s territory—including 
Nagorno-Karabakh and seven surrounding dis-
tricts—remains under Armenian occupation 
and more than 1 million Azerbaijanis remain 
refugees unable to return to their home vil-
lages. In 1993, the U.N. Security Council 
adopted four resolutions demanding complete, 
unconditional and immediate withdrawal of Ar-
menian forces from the occupied territories of 
Azerbaijan. I am happy that Azerbaijan is 
committed to a peaceful resolution of the con-
flict with Anemia, and I support a swift and 
peaceful resolution to this conflict as well. 

Azerbaijan is a key global security partner 
for the United States. As an active member of 
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NATO’s Partnership for Peace program, Azer-
baijan cooperates with the United States in 
countering terrorism, nuclear proliferation, and 
narcotics trafficking. Azerbaijani troops serve 
shoulder to shoulder with U.S. soldiers in Af-
ghanistan, as they previously did in Kosovo 
and Iraq. In support of the International Secu-
rity Assistance Force in Afghanistan, Azer-
baijan has extended important over-flight 
clearances for U.S. and NATO flights as well 
as regularly providing landing and refueling 
operations at its airports for U.S. and NATO 
forces. Azerbaijan also plays an important role 
in the Northern Distribution Network, a supply 
route to Afghanistan, by making available its 
ground and Caspian naval transportation facili-
ties. 

Azerbaijan has emerged as a key player for 
enhancing global energy security. The Baku- 
Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline and the Baku-Tbilisi- 
Erzurum gas pipeline are the main arteries de-
livering Caspian Sea energy resources to 
global markets, and completion of the South-
ern Gas Corridor—which will run from the 
Caspian Sea through Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Turkey, Greece, and Albania into Italy—will in-
crease the energy security of key American al-
lies by increasing the amount of natural gas 
from the Caspian Sea to European markets. 

Notably, Azerbaijan also provides roughly 
40 percent of Israel’s oil consumption. What 
may be more surprising to some is that Azer-
baijan—a predominantly Muslim country—en-
joys friendly ties with Israel beyond oil sales. 
Jews have resided in Azerbaijan for 2,500 
years without persecution and today, the Jew-
ish community in Azerbaijan numbers over 
12,000. Azerbaijan is also home to Christian 
communities and has been praised for its reli-
gious tolerance by the European Parliament. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Azerbaijan 
Caucus, I congratulate the people of Azer-
baijan on the monumental occasion of Repub-
lic Day in their national history. May the part-
nership between the United States and Azer-
baijan progress and continue to benefit both of 
our nations. 

f 

AUNT BETTY’S 95TH 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Betty Helms, a World War II Navy Vet-
eran who turns 95 today. Betty’s life has been 
full of hard work and accomplishments as she 
was in the first group of enlisted women al-
lowed in the U.S. Navy. Her tenacity to over-
come adversity and eliminate barriers truly 
shows her character and life’s work. Con-
tinuing with her lifelong theme of removing 
roadblocks to pursue her goals, she went on 
to earn an accounting degree from the Univer-
sity of Missouri in 1950. She later started her 
own consulting business and did not retire 
until age 85. 

I am honored to share my gratitude and re-
spect for this accomplished Missourian. Her 
dedication, determination and service are an 
inspiration to us all. I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in thanking Betty for her years of serv-
ice and wishing her the happiest of birthdays. 

INTRODUCTION OF INDONESIAN 
FAMILY REFUGEE PROTECTION 
ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, today I am reintroducing legisla-
tion with my colleague, Rep. FRANK PALLONE, 
Jr., which would simply allow Christian Indo-
nesian citizens who arrived in the United 
States between January 1, 1997 and Novem-
ber 30, 2002 fleeing religious persecution, the 
opportunity to reopen their claims for asylum 
within two years of the bill’s enactment. The 
bill would only apply to individuals who were 
denied asylum solely for missing filing dead-
line which closes one year after arrival. 

Beginning in 1997, when extreme violence 
and destruction of churches in Indonesia was 
at its height, many Indonesian Christians were 
driven from their homes. These individuals 
came to the United States, seeking refuge 
from persecution for their religious beliefs, but 
were either unable to file before the one-year 
deadline or were unaware any deadline ex-
isted. They deserve the opportunity to have 
their claims heard. 

The United States has a long history of tak-
ing in refugees fleeing persecution and pro-
viding a process to fairly consider their claims. 
This bill does not automatically grant asylum, 
but merely removes a procedural barrier to 
their claims being considered. These individ-
uals seeking asylum deserve a second chance 
to avoid the persecution they have fled and re-
main united with their families. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

f 

HONORING SAMUEL KEITH 
TOLIVER, SR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to honor Mr. Samuel Keith 
Toliver, Sr. 

Mr. Toliver serves the Mound Bayou com-
munity as a consummate professional and 
champion of organizations that are committed 
to innovation, change, and providing solutions. 

Mr. Toliver has successfully sustained a 30 
plus year career as a school teacher and is a 
respected and well-known name amongst the 
Mound Bayou community. He founded and 
funded the Boy Scout Troop 302 to help 
young men develop the skills and knowledge 
that will help them meet the challenges of the 
twenty first century. Many of his troops have 
been recognized by the former President of 
the United States of America, William Clinton, 
for earning the highest ranking of Eagle Scout 
and have went on to achieve the highest 
rankings in the military. He is also a retired 
U.S. Army veteran; he served in the Vietnam 
War. After retirement he went on to serve as 
Commander of the American Legion; ensuring 
and helping veterans to receive severance by 
taking them to various centers and appoint-
ments for health issues. He also became a 

local farmer and a member of the Black 
Famers Association, which allows many of the 
local community to pick from his various har-
vests to feed their families. 

He continuously uses various formats to 
serve and inspire others throughout his home 
state of Mississippi. This includes spear-
heading countless charity events, and encour-
aging others to demonstrate acts of service. 
Samuel K. Toliver, Sr. is a powerful voice in 
the community and will continue to blaze trails 
for the advancement of people of color in pro-
fessional settings. 

For the past 23 years, Mr. Toliver has been 
serving as a constable. He continues to serve 
his community in Mound Bayou, and at 71 
years old, he shows no signs of slowing down. 

Mr. Samuel Keith Toliver, Sr., and former 
wife Lois Gant Toliver, are the devoted par-
ents of two sons: Samuel Keith, Jr and Ste-
ven, and two daughters: Kesha and 
Karmaletta. 

Mr. Toliver is also a dedicated member of 
Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church in 
Mound Bayou, MS, where he serves as a 
Pastor. 

The past 50 years are saturated with the 
footprints of Toliver’s positive influences in his 
service to his church, community, and family. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Samuel Keith Toliver for his 
tireless service to his community of country. 

f 

WILLIAM CORONA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud William Co-
rona for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

William Corona is a student at Arvada K–8 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by William Co-
rona is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Wil-
liam Corona for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HELPING ENSURE THAT ALL VET-
ERANS GET THE CARE THEY 
HAVE EARNED 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to express 
my strong support for the significant package 
of the veteran’s bills that we considered in the 
House both yesterday and today. 
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As the former Chairman of the House Vet-

erans Affairs Committee (2001 through 2005), 
I am acutely aware of the challenges our vet-
erans face, especially as they transition from 
military to civilian life. As Chairman, I authored 
more than a dozen laws to expand health, 
education, job training and homelessness ben-
efits for the men and women who served in 
uniform. Thankfully these laws continue to 
help our veterans today. 

Still, there are new problems and new 
issues that urgently need our attention. Mas-
sive wait times, forged documents by VA offi-
cials, ineptitude, lack of equipment and under- 
staffing at VA medical facilities are just a few 
of the significant transgressions that have 
been exposed and are undermining the quality 
of service and the treatment our veterans re-
ceive. 

In 2014 and 2016 Congress passed the Vet-
erans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act 
(P.L. 113–146) and the Faster Care for Vet-
erans Act (P.L. 114–286), respectively, to 
usher in a complete overhaul of VA systems 
and to institute new technological services for 
scheduling and in order to secure more timely 
appointments. Some, but not nearly enough, 
progress has occurred. Much more must be 
done. 

I commend Chairman PHIL ROE, MD and his 
team at the Veterans Affairs Committee on the 
package of bills before us this week. All seven 
will help improve the benefit programs and the 
delivery of healthcare service for our veterans. 

For instance, The Veterans Appeals Im-
provement and Modernization Act of 2017 
(H.R. 2288) will empower veterans who have 
been denied benefits to have more options as 
they pursue their appeals. Under the new bill, 
vets will be able to waive a hearing and sub-
mit additional evidence, pursue a hearing and 
submit additional evidence, or transfer the ju-
risdiction of their case to the Board of Vet-
erans Appeals. The new options should help 
cut through some wait time. 

The VA Scheduling Accountability Act (H.R. 
467) would require an annual certification of 
compliance with scheduling directives. Addi-
tionally the bill blocks awards and bonuses to 
any leadership personnel at any medical cen-
ter that fails to comply with the scheduling di-
rectives. Another bill before us, H.R. 1005 
would allow the federal government to enter 
into agreements with state veteran’s homes to 
pay for adult day health care for certain eligi-
ble veterans. 

The No Hero Left Untreated Act (H.R. 1162) 
will create a one year pilot program at the VA 
to use innovative therapy to treat veterans 
who suffer from invisible wounds, which in-
clude post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic 

brain injury (TBI), military sexual trauma, 
chronic pain, or opiate addiction. As the author 
of the Veterans Health Programs Improvement 
Act (P.L. 108–422) which authorized regional 
veteran polytrauma centers for multiple injuries 
including TBI, I fully support H.R. 1162 as a 
way to ensure that the VA is able to adapt to 
the newest and best practices for treating vet-
erans with these unique traumas and condi-
tions. 

The Quicker Veterans Benefits Delivery Act 
of 2017 (H.R. 1725) will require stronger re-
porting requirements from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs regarding the necessity for in- 
person disability examinations; and the Vet-
erans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjust-
ment Act of 2017 (H.R. 1329) will increase the 
cost-of-living-adjustment for disabled veterans 
who receive compensation to equal the same 
rate of increase for citizens who receive Social 
Security in 2018. 

Finally, the VA Prescription Data Account-
ability Act (H.R. 1545) will help combat drug 
addiction among our veterans by creating bet-
ter information and data sharing between the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and the states’ 
recording programs. 

Mr. Speaker, let me remind my colleagues 
that while this package of veterans bills marks 
another step forward, we cannot be lulled into 
thinking that the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and the delivery of veterans’ benefits and 
healthcare will be forever fixed simply with the 
enactment of new legislation, no matter how 
well written. 

Good legislation is the necessary, minimum 
first step. But equally important is the full and 
consistent implementation of the new laws, 
along with regular and aggressive oversight by 
this Congress. We must be vigilant and con-
tinue to push to ensure that all veterans get 
the care they have earned—at the time they 
need it—not months or years later. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
May 25, 2017 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
JUNE 1 

10:30 a.m. 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe 
To receive a briefing on countering cor-

ruption in the Organization for Secu-
rity and Co-operation in Europe region, 
focusing on returning ill-gotten assets 
and closing safe havens. 

SD–G11 

JUNE 6 

10:30 a.m. 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe 
To hold hearings to examine Austria’s 

chairmanship of the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe, 
focusing on priorities and challenges. 

SR–188 

JUNE 7 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Subcommittee on National Parks 

To hold hearings to examine working to 
improve the National Park Service 
workplace environment. 

SD–366 

JUNE 8 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the posture 
of the Department of the Navy in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2018 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 

JUNE 13 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 

Science, and Related Agencies 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request and jus-
tification for fiscal year 2018 for the 
Department of Justice. 

SD–192 
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